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Mansfield's  honse— Camp  of  ten  thonsand  men  in  Hyde  Parit  880 

1926.  To  Lady  Oasoiyi  Jvne  6. — Phiposes  an  altomtioB  In  the  name  of  Gondon— 

The  Axehbishop  of  YoA*m  solieitade  Ibr  Lord  Mansisid  in  the  Gordon 
riots — 8elwyn*s  reply  to  Lord  George  Gordon— Mr.  Oholmendel^s 
inenmbraneea— Firewotfca  on  the  bank  of  the  Thamea — Oar  Jretbom 
wmtk«r  '  Oharaoter  a  barthen  on  an  Bngliahman 888 

1927.  To  the  ssme^  Jane  7. — ^More  of  the  Gordon  riots — Lord  George  asks  an 

andlsnee  of  the  King— Bobbery  of  Gharlea  Tamer        •       •       •       .      885 

1928.  To  the  same^  Jnne  7. — ^Baildings  eet  on  fire  by  the  insargents — ^The  dis- 

tiller^B  in  Holbom  broken  open  and  eet  on  fire — Other  fires — ^Bngagements 
with  the  military  at  theB<^  Bzshange— The  toD-hooaes  on  Blaokfrian 
Bridge  broken  open  and  roMwd— Lady  Bertfi)rd*B  Boman  Gatholie  cook 
— ^PNspeot  of  farther  distarbaneea.  (ISmradaj  mormog.)— Farther 
detaila  of  the  riots 888 

1929.  To  the  same^  Jane  9. — The  distorbanoea  are  oontinned — ^Pretended  seal 

now  open  plander^— The  dead  from  drunkenness — Bamoored  flight  of 
Lord  George  Gordon  ••••••••••      889 

1980.  To  Mason,  Jane  9. — ^The  Gordon  riots— Has  shocked  Mrs.  Macaulay     •    •      890 

1981.  To  Lady  Oasory,  Satnrday  ni^^i. — Lord  George  Gordon  sent  to  the  Tower 

— The  writer's  sensations  and  refleotions  on  the  subsidence  of  the  riots-^ 
Melancholy  sitoation  of  Lady  Westmorland,  sifter  of  Lord  George— 
Selwyn's  &oimmo<— Bomoar  of  a  oonflagration  at  Bath.  (1 8th.)— Altera- 
tion in  the  Biot  Act— A  earioas  and  hoRiUe  anecdote — ^Miss  Townshend 
—A  good  pan  in  the 'London Coarant'       ••••••      898 

1982.  To  the  Harl  of  Harooort^   Jane  10.— The  Gordon  riots— Is  going  to 
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193t.  to  Mia.  AMagtoB,  Jum  11.— Infitrtfaa  to  flirawtoij  Hill      ...      898 

1884  To  the  Eul  of  Stnftnd,  June  18.— Lord  Gooife  Goidoii  tad  IIm  Londoa 
rioU  of  1780— Peneootioiii  imdor  tho  dook  of  nligioii— Highwi^  rob- 
beriflt— AmUtkntlMBiortdolMlAbleofpMrioni 888 

1888i  To  liaiiii,  Jiim  14.— Tho  liolt— DMnaco  of  proptrtj— Lofd  Geoffo  Gordon 
in  tiM  Towfli^— Timiturouf  dMunotf  of  tho  Sootoli  nalioii — ^Truiqiiillitj 
rettored.  (Jiim  16.)— Sozreiidor  of  Charkfton  to  Sr  H.  Clinton— 
BaoonoUiMkm  of  tho  King  with  hii  brothen— Wilkei*!  repolie  of  the 
xiolen  at  the  Bank  of  Sn(^Mid— Sefleetioni  on  the  late  diatorbanoei  400 

1988.  To  Gole^  June  28.— The  Gordon  liole— Blaek  Wedneedaj— Lord  Georfe 
Gordon  in  the  Tower— Bleetioneering  liota  in  Oamhridgiihire— Mr.  Banka 
and  the  Otahettaaa .    •      408 

1987.  To  Lady  Omaej,  Jnne  16.- The  King'a  renomoiHation  with  hia  brothen— 
The  oowinMt  of  Oharleaton — Aineriean  Ming  with  nepeot  to  the  war 
—The  writer'i  opinion  of  Lord  Geeiie  Gordon— The  Twili^^ta  at  Bed- 
fbrdHooae 408 


1988.  To  the  ianM»  Jvne  88.— Kamcaninginot  to  bemiataken— DeopondiigTiewa 
of  theatate  of  the  nation— Print  of  Ladj  Gertmde  Pitqiatriek  from  Or 
Joahna'i  painting— He  ia  atriving  to  learn  all  the  doetrinea  of  aaliahneak      404 


1989.  To  the  aanM»  June  89.— Lord  Gnuitham*!  matdh— The  Ihuheoa  of  Aneaatei^a 
miafaitnnea  The  Piinoaai  Daahion— Lord  Godolphin  reported  to  hate 
been  ahot— He  aenda  n  topj  of  fwaea  on  the  graiping  eiaetJona  of  the 
Chnreh •    •      408 

1940.  To  Maaon,  Jvne  89.— Beieotiona  on  the  Gordon  riota— Sketch  of  hia  preaent 

thon^ita 407 

1941*  To  the  Bad  of  Haroonrt  (no  date).— Beaaona  tot  not  appearing  in  Weat* 
minater  Hall  and  aigning  a  pethion  to  Fariiaaent  ftr  n  neoeoaaiy  and 
offMtoalrelbrmoftheBspenditnreofPihlielloQij  •    .      411 

1941  ToCoH  Jn]7  4.—mdiea  hia  haTing  written  <  The  Lift  of  Mr.  Bakff*  to  be 

kepiaaeeret •       •       •      418 

1948.  To  Mann,  Jnly  6.— Bidfoolooa  atate  of  the  Gotemment  and  PfcrBaawnt 
Oontradietkna  and  ineehereMi«  of  the  hat  aix  mootha— Trial  of  the 
riotera    Piaajjied  oondition  of  the   Gofomment  during  the  riota— 
Approaehing  Bairiage  of  Lord  ^gramont.to  Lady  Maria  WaldograTe — 
Oharaoter  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom— -Walpole*!  h^pineoi  at  the  erant 

ofFortnne 418 


1944.  To  Maaon,  Jnly  16. — ^Marriage  of  hia  nieoe  Maria  to  Lord  Bgremont — 
Geoige  Golnian— Biehard  Owen  Oaabridge— The  CBibanknint  of  the 
Thamni—Oolman'aftroe  of  *  The  Manager  in  Diatreaa'  418 

19461  To  Lady  Oaaory,  Jnly  18.— Lady  Marin'a  approaehing  marriage  with  Lord 
Kgmnoot— Handaome  ooadnot  of  Lady  ^gramonl  (Jnly  18.>— Glaaton- 
bury— Peter  Barrell— The  biahop^a  tomb  at  Gkatonbvy— Mr.  Ciharlea 
Loflkyn,  the  wit  of  the  Tillage— A  riot  at  Biohmond— A  diaaDtal 
adTcntnre— PSacatoiy  edognea    Chair  of  the  monk  of  Glaatonbmy  417 
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1946.  To  IfAim,  July  24.-^iiiietioii  of  tho  fleete  of  Boorbon— State  of  iAun  hi 

Amerioft^Fmennt  from  Sir  Honoe  Maim  to  Walpole — ^Aneedoto  of  Mn. 
BraoQgirdlo— Tlte  mAniage  of  Lord  Sgremont  to  Lady  llaiia  WaldQgr»f« 
broken  off— Similar  erenl  aitendiag  Lady  Laura  aod  Lady  Horatia 
Waldegrare — Trial  of  Lord  George  Qordon— Many  of  the  late  riotenmere 
boya — Cowardlee  and  negUgenoe  of  IIm  Ifiniiten  and  the  Jwtloaa  of 
Peace 4M 

1947.  To  Lady  Onoiy,  Aug.  1. — ^Ladiee  who  ha^e  miaaed  splendid  allianoes — IDm 

Byng— William  the  Prudent^VvViamaii  about  to  be  dieaolTed—The 
CoantoM  Cowper  at  the  point  of  death 488 

1948.  To  Kaeony  Aug.  8. — ^Marriage  of  hii  nieee  to  Lord  ^gremont  broken  off-* 

Alterationa  at  Nnneham — Hat  not  a  word  more  to  lay  of  newa  .        .    .      424 

1949.  To  Lady  Oaaory,  Ang.  16. —He  eoctola  Lady  Owaorfu  deaeription  of  Honnt- 

Bdgeenmbe— The  anltry  weather— What  modem  newa  ia  Hke^The 
Rnenan  aqnadron — ^Mr.  Bden*8  eozeombry.  (Friday  nighty  18th.)— 
VietorieB  not  in  theee  timea  daily  oeenrrenoea — ^Bateonrt^i  inmieal  aong  .      425 

1950.  To  the  lame^  Ang.  28.— The  Bait  and  Weet  Indian  ontward-bonnd  ileeta 

taken  by  the  Spaniard*— Dr.  Graham's  exhibition— Deeeription  of  it— 
and  of  the  Doctor — ^Death  of  the  Connteai  Cowper — ^Legades  in  her  will 
— Deeeription  of  Sir  Patrick  Hamilton  and  his  lady— Aneodote  of  the 
latter — "Oi^iability'*  Brown*s  designs  for  the  improTement  of  Belroir 
GMtle— The  writei^s  solicitiide  for  the  interest  of  Lord  Ifaeartnqr. 
(Friday,  25th.)— Compliments  to  the  writer  In  *  The  Morning  Post'— The 
Bossianfleet— Death  of  Lord  Yemon 427 

1951.  To  the  same^  Ang.  24. — The  glorions  campaigns  in  the  two  Paria — ^Is  going 

into  Kent  to  Mr.  Bairett^a— Biting  Nnneham         •  •       •    •      429 

1952.  To  Mann,  Ang.  24. — ^The  Rnasian  ileet  in  our  Channel — Oaptore  of  our 

Bast  and  West  India  eontoy  by  the  combined  fleets— Want  of  news  from 
America— Death  of  the  Comiteai  Cowper— Mr.  Windham  Junction 
of  Walsingham  and  Bodnqr— Multiplieity  of  lies  and  rumours  coined 
daily 480 

1958.  To  Mason,  Aug.  81. — ^Parliament  to  be  dissolTcd  to-morrow — ^Has  returned 

fromMr.Banrett^a— Knowlereriaited 481 

1954.  ^tbeEariofOisoiy,  Aug.  81.— PkriiamenttobedisBohedneztday  •    .      488 

1955.  To  Lady  Oasory,  Sept.  1.— George  Selwyn's  sorrow  for  Mrs.  Crawfurd — ^An 

attack  missed  nowadays  as  good  as  a  Tietory — The  writer's  admiration 
of  somcTenes  sent  him  by  Lady  Ossoiy — Deane,  the  seat  of  the  Ozendens 
— Chaiacter  of  Sir  George  Qzeiiden— Knowle,  and  its  many  assodaticns 
—Description  of  it— The  housekeeper  there 488 

1956.  T6  the  Barl  of  Haroonrt,  Sept  2.— His  risit  to  Nuoeham— His  Tisit  to 

MalTcrn  put  off  by  his  niece,  Lady  Marians,  strange  story.    N.  .    •      486 

1957.  To  the  Bari  of  Strafford,  Sept  9.— Folly  of  election  contesta— Diwatisfactiffln 

in  the  fleet 487 

1958.  To  Lady  Oasory,  Sept  12.— His  dlrtaste  to  the  turbnlenee  of  an  eleetioii— 

His  aoddent— M>.  Byng  and  Lord  Toirington — ^Admiral  Keppd  thrown 

out  at  Windsor .488 
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1959.  To  Mun,  Sepi.  19.-~.WMitofimporimtwwitai    Be-dwUoii  of  Sir  SL  Ifaan, 
Jvn. — Impoarihilitj  of  nooTwing  Amerioft — ^Adminl  Keppel  at  Windaor 

ofMTcniMwlMttoiii — ^Mr.  H orrioe 489 


1960.  To  LodyOMOty,  Sopi.  88.— -ffio  intenii  in  tlM  eleetMA  of  Lord  Onoiy— Hia 
iMt  Tolnme  of  the  'Hiitoiy  of  the  Pftinien'  aboni  to  be  pnUiahttd— 
Ohailee  Foz'a  eleelioii  ■oeeew  Qeoiy  Selwyn*!  detet—Mwyn*!  Haao- 
Terin  domi]iiQao--Fean  lor  Madame  da  I)efiMid--MiM  WrottM^  .    .      440 


190L  To  KaaoDy  Sept.  24.— CongratolatioDe  on  the  inoeew  of  Mason*!  politioal 
Tiewi — ^Wonld  rather  waive  the  dirtineUon — ^Mr.  Gilpin  ia  willing  to  pay 
him— lUnflis  of  Madame  da  Deiland— IHU  certainly  meet  him  at 
Konefaam         .        •        • 441 

190i.  To  OHory,  Sept  27.— Deplores  the  danfsroos  illness  of  Madame  da  I>effiuid 
— Frendi  Fhysieians -State  of  the  patient  ■  He  denoonoes  the  fitcolty— 
Boorard— General  Gonwi^  breaks  his  am  448 

1908.    To  Oole,    Sept  27.— Bleetioneerbg  agitatJons— Death  of  Madame  da 

Ddbnd 445 

1964.  Tothessme,  Oet  8.— <  Life  of  Mr.  Baker*— Dr.  James  Bzown  .    •      446 

1966.  TotheBarlofHareoart^  Oct  8.— Aletterofezeosa    N.         .        .        .      446 

1966.  To  Mann,  Oct  4.— The  « History  of  the  Hoase  of  Media  '—The  Fmtigtia 

utinia ' — Oarelessnees  of  Mr.  Morrioe — Arrival  of  Genersl  Dalrymple— 

Bad  news  from  America— Accident  to  Genersl  Conway     .        ...      447 

1967.  To  the  same,  Oct  7. — Arrival  of  a  present  from  Sir  Horace  Mean — Its 

dangeroas  joomey  to  England — Its  place  at  Strawberry  Hill — ^Monifleence 
of  Sir  H.  Mann*s  presentsi  (Oct  9.)— Death  of  Madame  da  DeiSand— State 
of  her  health  previoos  to  death — Apprehension  of  Lsnrens,  President  of 
the  Oongross    General  Conway— Defeat  of  General  Gates  at  Carolina  448 

1968.  To  Lady  Ossory,  Oct  10.— Death  of  Madame  da  DeiEuid— Lady  Charlotte 

Finoh*s  horn-md — Lord  North  at  cribbage— Complaint  of  his  tenants- 
Lady  Sarrqr*s  insanity — The  Dodkess  of  (noncester — ^Lady  Granard*8 
matdi 450 

1969.  To   Mason,  Oct   18. — Letter  from   Noneham— Disappointment   at   not 

meeting  Mason  there— Noneham  more  Blysian  than  ever  •        .  452 

1970.  To  Gharlea  Bedford,  Bsq.,  Oct  18.— Letter  of  eondolenee.      N.       •        .      458 

1971.  To  Lady  Ossory,  Nov.  1.— His  recent  viuta— Madame  da  Deffiuid*s  legscy 

to  him— Lord  and  Lady  North— The  Doke  of  Gloooestei^The  '  Barbery 
Traveller*— The  writer's  last  volome.  •  .458 

1972.  To  Mason,  Nov.  1.— Dr.  Hantec's  PoHttcal  Anatomy— Bigby's  eoadoci— 

The  Prince  of  Wales  is  to  have  a  bit  of  an  establishment— Miss  Faoqaier      455 

1978.  To  Msnn,  Nov.  2.— New  Members  of  Parliament— Mr.  Cornwall  made 
Speaker— The  Spaniah  negotiation — Prince  Frederic — The  Piinee  of 
Wales  Lord  Pomftvt  and  the  Doke  of  Grafton— Anecdote— Mr.  Windham 
—The  Abbi  Bichard's  '  Voyage  if/rofte*— Old  English  mansiens— 
Pisriiamentary  news — Illness  of  Lord  North     ..••..      457 

1974.  To  Cole,  Nor.  11. — Goagh*s  'Topography* — ^Introdaetion  of  avanas  into 

bglaiid— Bote,  the  gudeaer  of  Charles  IL— Folly  of  antiqaariet.  459 
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1976.  To  Lidy  Omorj^  Nor.  16.— H«pimia«Udy  Onot/ileilar  toMr.  Stonhtwer 
— FiteiNilriek'i  roply  to  Adam— Arnold  tad  M^  Aadr6— Mr.  Bhwlook*! 
Itoliaa 461 

1976.  ToICmui,  Not.  20.— Phwiwdfaii  in  Pariiamwii— Lord  Pomfret'i  ittbrniwion 

■Aor  impriaonmeDt  in  the  Tow«r^-Loid  Qoorgo  Gtndon— Arnold— li^or 
Andrft— Bodnqr  and  Bhodo  laliBd- Bafleekions.  (Nor.  S5.)— P»«|N)Md  of 
the  OppoMoA  to  thank  Sir  Fbtohor  Nortoo— lUipCm  vith  the  Dsioh 
ezpeeted 46S 

1977.  To  Cole,  Nor.  24.— GongVa  *  Topography* — Oharaeter  of  Pennani— Dean 

IfiUea  and  Jndge  Barrington—Dnbeis  and  folly  of  Groae*!  *  DiMtrtatiooa  * 
^Bijoieei  in  having  done  with  the  prof<aaioM  of  anther  and  printer,  and 
deUnninei  to  be  eomfortaUy  la«y 464 

1978.  To  Lady  Ovoiy,  Nor.  26.— Old  age  inearable— Dr.  Hunter  and  Lady 

OraTen — ^Lady  Bute  and  the  Neapolitan  Frinoe^Lady  Grantham — 
An  inatanoe  of  Bngliah  degradation— The  new  oomedy — *The  Qenerooa 
Impoftor' — Lord  llaoartney*!  apeeeh — Keith  Stewart'a  newa — Lord 
Qmumt  on  the  introduction  of  toothpicka  •        •        .        •        •        .      465 

1979.  To  Cole,  Nor.  80. — ^In  anawer  to  n  reqneet  for  a  eopy  of  hia  '  Aneedotea* 

for  the  UniTeraity  library  at  Oambiidge  —Oharaeter  of  Mr.  Chm^  •    •      467 

1980.  To  Lady  Oawry,  Deo;  5.— Hogarth'a  pietueB  at  Brialol— Saleof  thewiiter'a 

own  worka— Story  of  Dr.  Ohapman  and  hia  pabliaher — And  of  Sir  Pan! 
llethnen  and  the  Qaeen— John  Thorpe*!  Tolnme  of  old  Bngliih  manaioaa 
— Ampkhm 469 

1981.  To  the  mme^  Deo.  11. — Oonfidential  newa — Admiral  Darby  and  Honiieur 

FSrtaing 471 

1982.  ToShr  Da^id  Dalrymplc^  Dee.  11.— Thanka  for  eommimiealiona  for  hia 

*Aneodotea' — Hogarth  and  Oolonel  Oharteria— ArohUahop  Blaekbozne 
and  hia  miatreaa — Poetry  of  Biehardaon  and  Hogarth — Lord  Cheater- 
fleld'a  atory  of  Jenraa  and  Arbnthnot — Origin  of  oil-painting  •      471 

1988.  To  Mann,  Dee.  12.— Death  of  the  Brnprem-Qoeen— Betroqwotkm  of  the 
laat  forty  yeara— Keppel  and  PalUaer— BiqMoted  engagement  between 
Darby  and  D^Bataing— Lord  Pomfret  reprimanded  in  the  Hooae  of  Lords 
— ^Horrora  of  war 478 

1984.  To  Lady  Oaaory,  Dee.  17.— Hia  reoent  iUneaa— George  Selwy&'a  aoeonnt  of 

him — ^Death  of  old  Lady  Shribnrae— Madame  La  Banmne— Mr.  Morrioe, 
IGaa  Bingham,  and  the  Grapandinea— Lord  Herrey'a  Dialogoe— The 
rafinementa  of  artificial  life  exemplified — Dr.  Monro'a  preaoription — 
fftmiatlfln  eaaaed  by  the  appearance  of  Yeatria  at  the  Opera— Pleaaant 
eiaggeratfon  of  it— A  new  mode  of  guning 474 

1985.  ToOoLb,  Dec  19.— Friendahip  between  Gray  and  Maaon— TIewa  of  Straw- 

berry  mU 47) 

1986.  To  Mann,  Dec  21.— War  with  Holland  declared- AniTal  of  Admiral  Darlqr 

—The  Oontinental  POat-oflica— Bmptineaa  of  town— Hurieane  at  St 
Obiiatopte^a-Admizal  Bowl^ 478 

1987.  To  Lady  Oaaory,  Dee.  20,  Ohriatmaa  Day.— War  with  HoUand— John 

Thorpe'a  Tolome— Ampthill— Kirby  Hatton— Lotd  Bathnral  and  the 
Sooteh  reel— Veatrii  again 479 
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1988.  To  1Imb»  Dm.  81.— Hit  OwBl  aad  OouImi  aI  AHimf-Mf  0rfbi4-- 
Wmt  Willi  Hftlkiwl— PapMtPi  of  Ocwml  Wddiwi  EitiliMiliiiiWit  of  a 
hoornkM  fortlioFdBM  of  Walii  flujui  ■■■intol  idioli  Bwropo  ftjiag 
Hi  debto  to  AiiMrio>— LoM  of  ihiM  m  tho  hmrioma    AnoodnU    •  481 


1889.  To  Or  Dftiid  Ddiyap^  Jaa.  1.— OmIu  fisr  Uo  fiiTovmUo  opiaSon  of  Sir 
Bobcri  Walpolo— HioNMOMiiBr  nol  wMag  hio  flifthw^i  lili— Dr.  Kippii 
tadtlieiiew  *  Biogniphia  '—Lord  Bani^;toa  aad  tlio  Horbi|jk  loHtgr— 
CaiOTOtTof  King  Williani  TTT,— FoByof  ralwiyiagtho  otowb  aad  roUi  of 
BdwMd  L— Dr.  Jolunn'i  BolioM  of  MMsikfi 488 

1990.  To  Udy  Omaej,  Job.  2.— DMpite  of  aoltiaf  Udy  Aia^i  riadlw    fW 

Pkineo  of  Wilce— Brief  rafloolioM  on  tlM  Dstok  war— The  OouitiM  of 
AlbMj^-CoBdiiokof  the  Oooat— A  nvplid  oJo  for  Miw  Winghw  Dwtt 
ofLidjFolqr 484 

1991.  ToOomraj,  Jaa.  8.— On  tlit  Cfonflmri  ipeieli  ftr  fiiolliig  «ko  Iroiblii  in 

Anerioih-lfolandioly  itete  of  the  ooQBtry 487 

1998.  To  Lady  Omarj,  Jan.  4.— Lady  Anne'a  Qi^mb  and  Ftovfian  ruwm   ■ 
flpeonlatkm  ariibg  ont  of  them — Tnngaagne  in  the  amaea    He  thanka 
Lady  Oawry  fcr  the  intarpreUition   of  her   TOfaea    Deraalalion  of 
BarbadoM  and  JamaSoft— B^wdit&on  afainat  the  Spaaiah  aaltleBMBt 
Lord  OomwalUa  and  the  Aaerieaa  war   ..•••••     489 


1998.  To  Maaon,  Jan.  4. — The  town  haa  n  new  ]iUything^  n  Dvtoh  war— liMon'a 

*Fnanoy* — Haa  nplanaiyiBdnlgaBea  far  the  wayward  nooda  of  hie  frianda     491 

1904.  To  Lady  Oaaoty,  Jan.  9«— The  detente  of  Jofaay  General  Oonwi^— The 
writo^a  eoBosn  far  the  health  of  KDaa  Yenon— Aneedote  of  Oanalni^iaaa 
— RxpUoalion  of  llio  i  iiliHo  toi aoa  luaaoa  hythe  devaatalion  in  the  Weat 
lBdie»-Mn.  Montaga'a  Bolitnde 498 

1996.  To  Hann,  Jan.  9. — Selmva  of  Jenqr  hy  the  FraMb— Their  anhaaqnit 

49akm 498 

1998L  To  Lady  OaMvy,  Jan.  14.-He  ralVM  the  Ftovfian  alphabet— MiM 
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1890.    TO  THS  COUNTESS  OF  08S0RT. 

ArUngUm  Btndt  Nov.  6, 1797 . 

YoTTB  Ladysh^  will  be  so  well  oontent  with  knowing  that  noihing 
ill  happened  to  Mr.  Fitzpatrickf  *  in  a  battle  of  three  days,  that  you 

*  It  nuiy  be  IntarMtlog  to  liaar  wliftt  thli  gtUuii  loldiar,  aoeompUthtd  gentlemaa, 
tnd  poUUeUui  at  the  Munt  time,  himaelf  felt  on  the  raldeet  of  thii  war.  I  therefore 
Ineert  a  fow  letten  written  feelingly  and  Cunlliarly  to  hie  eiater-in-law.  Lady  Oiioffy, 
abont  thia  time. 

New  York,  June  %  1777. 

Mr  DiAB  La9t  Oiaomr, — ^I  ItaTe  only  Jnit  time  to  write  thii,  to  let  yon  know  thai 
we  landed  here  on  the  87th  of  May,  alter  a  paasage  of  little  more  than  ei|^t  weda, 
doling  which  I  wai  perfectly  well  in  health,  but  ennuyi  to  a  degree  not  to  be 
eoncelTed  by  anybody  who  ii  not  on  board  a  i^ip,  which  of  all  miaeriea  ii  really  the 
moet  inanpportable.  We  are  in  the  ntmoet  hnny  and  eonftiaion,  being  ordered  to 
J<dn  the  reet  of  the  army  immediately  at  Bnuuwicfc,  a  town  abont  forty  milee  from 
thia,  and  I  thall  leaTO  the  letter  for  the  packet,  which  they  my  wiU  tail  in  a  few  dayi : 
I  hittj  it  will  wait  only  till  the  army  haa  taken  the  field.  Yon  cannot  imagine  any- 
thing half  80  beantifol  aa  thIa  country :  it  ii  impomible  to  conoeiTe  anything  eo 
ddi^itliiL  Lady  HoUand  (in  spite  of  her  politici)  wonld,  I  am  rare,  fed  for  it,  if  dM 
eonld  lee  the  rnin  and  deeolation  we  hare  introdnced  into  the  moet  beantifU,  and 
I  bdieve,  onee  the  happieet  part  of  the  nniTerie. 

Fhij  be  eo  good  aa  to  tell  her,  I  diall  write  to  her  by  the  next  opportunity ;  bnt  we 
m  now  really  eo  hnrried,  that  I  haTC  acaree  a  moment  to  spare.  For  politica,  I  refer 
my  brother  to  a  letter  I  hare  written  to  Oharlee,  whom  I  wiah  he  wonld  eantion  not 
to  exhibit  it  ererywhere,  for  many  reaaona.  I  hope  yon  will  be  diaritable  enoagh  to 
write  to  me  aa  often  aa  yon  can,  and  make  all  my  fti^dado  theaame :  in  my  aitnation 
any  news  la  aoceptable,  and  in  all  dtnationa  hearing  from  thoee  we  lore,  ia  pleaaant 
I  haTC  Jnat  aeen  Lord  Chewton,  who  ia  grown  thin,  bnt  looka  Tory  wdl :  he  deairea  to 
eeod  hia  reapecta,  and  ia  moat  eztremdy  impatient  to  pay  yon  them  In  perMn — 
indeed,  cTeiybody  aeema  moet  heartily  tirad  of  thia  bnaineea,  which  ia  in  reality  oat 
ef  the  moet  diaagreeable  eeenea  jJtogether  that  can  be  imagined ;  the  only  merit  of  il 
t^         ▼oi.  TIL  a 
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will  not  repine  at  bis  hsving  gstherad  no  laurels  in  them.  Henallj 
Tas  not  engaged  any  one  of  the  three  dsys,  nor  Lord  Ghewton 

It,  tlitl  it  Ii  &■«  to  1U,  utd  tlut  It  U  Mitalnlr  ana  of  th*  mact  axtntordluiT  tUngi 
Uul  f  Tar  ona  conld  hare  bran  wilOMi  to  tine*  tha  en>Uon  of  th*  woM.  It  I  thought 
I  ibonld  oontlnno  hare  tUl  tba  dtmmtmtM  <{*  lapiiM,  I  tbontd  hftr*  a  toij  dlilAnt 
proapeet  to  look  fonrud  b>,  Indoed '.  lai  jot  I  do  not  know  that  I  haro  U17  roMoa  (o 
tattar  mTKlf  that  I  ihall  oat. 

I  am  not  larpriMd  at  tba  gnat  kTonion  poopta  oava  in  gonanl  to  the  InhabiUoU 
of  thla  part  of  tha  globe :  tkdr  ■uuiim  an  *o  diAnnt  from  onr  own,  and  ao  bn 
from  erwTthl&K  that  li  plaadng  or  agrafblo,  that  H  br  m  1  can  jodge  from  tha  fow 
I  hava  •een,  and  wUeh  I  an  avarad  an  a  nry  Jut  ^po  of  tha  vhola,  thaj  an  to  ni 
eartainlf  the  moat  nnpUaMUit,  fonnal,  pradaa,  dlMgreaable  paojJe  In  the  vorid,  jet 
thoj  an  ezBctlj  what  1  bad  alv^mppoMd  them.  Bnt  I  do  not  tee  that  thiila  a 
anttdent  ntaon  for  aStltpatliic  Ue  whole  noe,  wUd  umbi  sow  gtutttUj  anderatood 
to  b*  our  ottfoot.  The  difflonltj  rf  aooompUahing  thl*  deeinble  pnipooe  laema  the 
onljobfeetioopeopbhenhaTotait;  and  we  an  perpotnall j  aseUImlnc  agaiut  the 
people  for  being  lo  ni^ut  u  to  hate  and  doteat  ne  eonUatlj,  and  eo  mj  cnel  a*  la 
donaerorj  kindof  miachief  andliOarjtbatthejcMl  Adlw,  mj  dear  l«dj  Oaaorj  I 
I  am  TorjlmpaUeat  to  bear  tMm  JOB,  aadflattaimrMU  70ft  will  b«  good  «Bon^  not 
lo  forget  ma.    Yonn,  moat  affeetlonatelj, 

B.r. 

Fraj  gin  uj  lore  to  all  my  Mend*  at  AmpthUl,  whan  I  lappow  yoa  now  an,  and 
fCMMit  m«*req>eA  d  Jfodana  la  AiMmm  M<r«  MMNM. 

jr«if  rori^Av  13.1m. 

A  HiLLiDH  of  thanka  to  ;ron,  my  dear  Lidj  Ouorj,  for  tha  rerj  kind  sad  obanniag 
letter  jDD  were  »  good  u  to  aead  me  by  lArd  Kawdon.  Among  nmof  whicb 
I  reoetTed  trom  my  frieada,  thU  vas  the  onlj  one  tbat  wu  at  all  ootDfortablo,  u  thej 
all  aeemed  la  deiiend  apon  one  another  for  baviog  aent  all  the  ne«>  thkt  *M  elining, 
and  by  tbat  meaoa,  aeiil  me  hardlj'  any.  A  lett«i  from  yon  to  me  can  nersr  icqain 
an  ipology  of  any  sort,  whntoTer  Ibe  contuDta  may  be;  bat  if  j-on  conld  eonoeiTewhat 
a  treaaore  I  oituslder  it,  and  what  a  rnlae  ererjthing  baa  which  proves  ibal,  at  thia 
diitaace,  one  ia  bllll  remembettd  by  the  peraoni  one  lorea,  yon  conld  nerer  for  a 
moment  fancy  that  I  could  tbink  your  letter  nninterealing.  Qira  me  leara,  therefore, 
lo  thank  yoa  molt  sinFerelj  uiil  cordiallj  for  it,  at  well  m  for  the  many  other 
Inalaneea  of  joar  goodneu  10  me,  which  bare,  1  eunre  700,  made  too  deep  impreaiion 
Bpon  me  ever  to  allow  me  to  forget  them.  Bnt  ainoerely  I  hope  yoa  never  will 
■nppoae  a  letter,  vhalerer  It  may  eont^n,  can  fail  of  being  acceptable  newa— aeandaj, 
or  anytbing  In  the  world — Ihotigb,  I  confeae,  I  tblnk  the  Citron'i  smndal  ii  ao  maob 
her  own,  and  ao  Utile  to  be  depended  npon,  that  aa  ahe  oan  never  know  whelber  tha 
hiitoriea  she  dealt  oot  are  really  the  entreat  aeandal  of  the  town,  or  merely  the  fruit* 
of  her  own  pretty  imagination ;  and  if  tbey  an  the  latter,  I  confeie  1  hel  very  little 
eariouly  aboal  tbem.  1  dare  «a;  yon  will  think  1  aay  thia  becBoaa  I  dlslika  the 
thing  ahe  aald  of  a  peraon'e  partiality  for  one  of  her  nephews,  Init  I  auore  yon  tbat  il 
not  tbe  eaae ;  for  if  1  waa  dant  It  <vu  to  dislike  it,  1  nhoald  not  believe  it  a  bit  the 
more  from  ber  saying  it,  eapeclsJIy  aa  1  know  she  aaid  the  aame  thing  of  tha  muna 
penoo,  with  regard  to  another  at  her  nephews,  without  the  least  foundation  in  the 
world.  AnythiDg  certainly  ia  good  to  fill  a  letter  from  Europe  to  America,  but 
eiceptlag  polilJca.  yon  must  confess  that  it  is  impoesibte  that  America  ahoold  be  able 
to  rumiab  any  materials  whslcrer.  If  1  were  to  give  yon  an  aooount  of  my  life, 
U  would  be  only  an  unintelligihle  Jargon  of  military  nonsense  1  uid  if  1  were  to 
overflow  the  paper  with  my  ihoughts,  they  are  of  a  kind  that  could  only  serve  to  e;ivie 
yOE  4ta  vapturt ;  tor,  to  I'll  yon  the  truth,  notbtng  in  the  world  can  be  so  diasgree- 
nble  and  ao  odious  to  me,  u  being  obliged  to  serve  tu  Ibis  eiecmbla  war,  encluiiTe  ol 


1777.]  TO  TRB  OOUKTIfiS  OP  OflSOBT.  $ 

iieither ;  not  that  ilie  latter  was  ill,  or  lets  from  want  of  spirit  in  jrour 
ieau'JHre;  bat  aa  neither  of  them  have  wajfB^fmvnade  about  tbeii^ 

the  ditagrimmi  of  baiaf  hiiiihad  from  loeWtj,  aad  aA  off  from  an  thoM  oonnexiotv 
ftad  friondihip^  withoat  which  la  vie  hunumiu  has  not  mach  left  to  reeommend  it. 
B«t  If  I  oontlBaf  in  thk  ttylt^  I  poroelTO  I  shaU  immodistely  do  the  Tory  thing  1 1  tf 
lioniaTJng  I  would  aroid :  I  most  therefore  endeaTow  to  change  the  rabject 

I  am  aetoniehed  at  the  news  of  Ia  Fajette :  I  dare  uj  he  will  be  mneh  admbred  for 
kit  project  in  Franee^  whatever  Lord  Clermont  maj  mj.  We  are  here  preparing  to 
embark,  to  mj  great  eomw,  for  the  tea  is  my  arerilon ;  and  a  crowd  of  offioen  in  ^ 
tnneport  in  thia  hot  climate  will  not  eontribnte  much  to  make  it  leii  dieagreeable.  Our 
destination  ii  unknown  to  ns ;  people  in  general  leem  afraid  of  its  being  soathward^ 
dreading  the  heat  of  the  weather.  I  am  Tcry  indiilbrent  aa  to  that  m^ielf » ae  I  find 
▼ery  little  ineonrenienee  ttom  heat  We  haTO  had  here  already  tome  daja  fiur  hotter 
tlian  any  I  hate  erer  fitlt^  and  I  do  not  find  the  climate  dimgree  with  me  at  aU,  ap 
I  ne?er  waa  in  better  health  in  my  life.  I  am  mneh  obliged  to  Kr.  Walpole  for  the 
honour  of  his  somfmir,  and  beg  yon  will  make  my  aeknowledgmenta.  Adien,  my 
dear  Lady  Oisoiy.  The  finishing  of  a  letter  at  thia  immense  <Ustanee  haa  a  kind  of 
reeemblanee  to  taking  leare,  which  gives  a  very  unpleasant  sensation,  maii  enjin  U 
fnUJSnir,  Adieo.  I  flatter  myself  I  need  not  aay  how  alnoerely  and  aflbctionatdy 
I  amyonr% 

B.F. 

(hmp,  near  the  head  <^B1h  River,  Maryland,  September  1. 

Thb  moat  anfortaaate  aoddent  in  the  world,  my  dear  Lady  Ossory,  prcTcnted  me 
aending  my  letteia  by  the  last  packet,  and  I  was  obliged  to  trust  them  to  the  oon- 
Teyance  of  a  man  I  Be?er  aaw,  when  I  left  New  York ;  so  God  knows  if  OTcr  thcj 
hmve  been  recelred,  aa  I  got  none  from  England  by  the  packet  which  arrlTod  a  few 
days  ago.  I  flatter  myself  I  have  some  en  chemm,  but  perhaps  it  may  be  long  before 
I  get  them.  We  haTO  had  a  most  tedious  Toyage  from  New  Tork  to  this  part  of  the 
continent,  where  we  haTO  found  no  enemy  to  trouble  us  hitherto,  as  our  antagoaisia 
hmrt  Tcry  wiady  adopted  a  qratem  of  arolding  fighting.  I  flatter  myself  the  persons 
who  are  so  good  as  to  intoroat  themselTea  about  me,  have  no  great  reason  to  be  appre- 
henslTe  for  me,  for  the  dimate,  though  reckoned  unhealthy,  is  Tcry  much  otherwise 
with  regard  to  me.  I  ha^e  not  written  to  my  brother,  aa  the  packet  is  not  the  boitt 
method  of  eeuTeylng  politki^  and  tUs  packet  literally  can  contain  no  news  of  any 
coBsequenee.  **  Lasauoni^avanc$einauen*avanfganig%iirei  ;'*  but  the  thing  is  no 
longer  worth  mentioning  now,  for  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  upon  the  subject^  and 
I  think  it  amounts  Tory  near  to  a  demonstration;  en  attendant,  the  scene  we  an 
witneesss  to  Is  the  most  Tile  and  execrable  that  can  be  concelTcd  A  soldier  of  oius 
was  yesterday  taken  by  the  enemy  beyond  our  Unea,  who  had  chopped  off  an  unfor- 
tunate woman's  fingen  In  order  to  plunder  her  of  her  rings.  I  really  think  the  return 
of  thia  army  to  Unhand  Is  to  be  dreaded  by  the  peaeeable  inhabitants,  and  will  occasion 
n  prodlgiona  increase  of  buaineBs  for  Sir  J.  Fielding  and  Jack  Ketch :  I  am  sure  the 
oAoe  of  the  latter  can  nerer  find  more  desenring  objects  for  its  exercise. 

Lord  Chewton  was  Tcry  ill  during  our  Toyage,  and  is  yet  hardly  reooTcred :  his 
good  natue  Is  heartily  diigusted  at  these  seenes  of  iniquity  and  horror,  and  he  is 
impatient  for  the  winter,  when  he  will  probably  return  to  England  with  Lord 
Gomwallis.  I  intended  writing  to  I^dy  Holland,  but  as  the  packet  ii  to  be  made  up 
to^y  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  hare  time :  I  beg  you  will  giro  my  lore  to  her,  and 
aasure  her  I  will  write  to  her  by  the  next  opportudty. 

A  letter  from  America  eontalning  no  news  of  the  war  will  appear  rather  au 
ezttaordinaiy  thing,  but  the  present  situation  of  it  is  so  little  changed  from  what  the 
last  aooounta  carried,  that  there  Is  really  scarce  anything  worth  mentioning.  As  to 
cor  conjectures,  they  are  not  worth  much,  for  the  maps  glTC  us  Tcry  inaccurate 
acoounta  of  the  eonntiy,  and  our  spies  (if  we  hare  any)  giro  us  Tery  little  intelUgenee 
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{hejdid  not  hot-headedly  {hrost  themadyes  into  more  daiiger  ih^ 
their  companions ;  and  as  Gteneral  Washington  was  so  easily  heaten 

of  our  enem J  :  we  heard  different  etoriei  ereiy  moment,  Imt  none  to  be  depended 
vpon.  General  Washington  dined  here  with  a  great  attendance  of  oAoen  two  daji 
before  our  arrival,  and  u  now  rappoeed  to  be  between  thia  and  Philadelphia,  which  ii 
abont  aixtj  milee  ttom  thii  place.  The  inhabitanta  are  almoet  all  fled  from  their 
homes,  and  have  driven  their  cattle  with  them ;  eo  we  do  not  lire  Tory  Inxnrionely, 
though  in  a  country  that  haa  every  appearance  of  plenty,  and  ii  more  beantiftil  than 
ean  be  conceived,  wherever  the  woods  are  at  all  cleared.  Adieu,  my  dear  Lady  Oieory. 
Pray  remember  me  to  my  sisters  and  my  nieces,  and  let  me  hear  from  yon  as  often  as 
I  can.    Yours  most  sincerely  and  affectionately, 

B.  F. 


Vmam  Ladt  OssoiT,—  miadelpkia,  Ott  i$,  1777. 

From  the  very  long  time  that  we  have  not  been  heard  of  by  our  friends  in  Europe, 
th^  will  certainly  either  totally  foiget  that  we  exist,  or  perhaps  conclude  that  we  do 
really  exist  no  longer ;  but  as  I  flatter  myself  the  first  is  not  so,  I  likewise  flatter 
myself  that  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  latter  is  not  the  case :  in  short,  1  am 
alive  and  well,  and  happy  to  have  at  last  an  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your 
kindness  to  a  nuUJieureux  oeiU.  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  politics  or  a  hiatory  of 
the  campaign,  for  which,  if  you  have  any  curiosity,  I  must  refer  you  to  others  of  my 
correspondents,  or  to  the  Gacette  if  you  please,  though  I  queetion  if  the  last  wiU  reveal 
the  whole  truth  of  the  melancholy  posture  of  our  afiairs  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
I  should  be  very  unlucky  if  I  had  changed  my  sentimenta  upon  these  suljeetB  at 
present,  as  the  Duchess  of  B.  has  been  erroneously  informed,  for  I  should  have  the 
mortification  of  finding  everything  going  from  bad  to  worse  every  moment  We 
arrived  at  this  place  above  a  month  dnce,  though  we  cannot  possibly  be  said  to  be  in 
possession  of  it  yet,  as  the  ships  cannot  get  up  Uie  river,  and,  in  spite  of  all  their  and 
our  exertions,  do  not  seem  more  likely  to  succeed  in  that  ol^ect  than  they  were  three 
days  after  our  arrivaL 

I  cannot  say  much  for  the  town  of  Philadelphia,  which  has  no  view  but  the  stiidght- 
ness  and  uniformity  of  the  streets.  Till  we  arrived,  I  believe  It  was  a  very  populous 
city,  but  at  present  it  is  very  thinly  inhabited,  and  that  only  by  the  ctmaitte  and  the 
QnaJ^ers,  whose  peaceable  disposiUon  has  prevented  thebr  taking  up  arms,  and  oon- 
aequently  has  engaged  them  in  our  interests,  by  drawing  upon  Uiem  the  displeaanre 
of  their  countrymen.  If  what  we  hear  of  General  Burgoyne's  ntuation  be  tme,  and 
that  he  and  his  whole  army  are  literally  prisoners,  I  think  neither  the  war  nor  the 
Ministry  can  possibly  last  another  campaign.  A  few  days  after  our  battle  at  the 
Brandy-wine,  a  surgeon,  who  came  from  the  enemy  to  dress  the  wounded  Americano 
who  had  fiUlen  into  our  hands,  brought  me  a  very  kind  message  from  Monsieur  de  la 
Fayette.  He  had  been  wounded  himself  in  the  action,  and  sent  to  inquire  after  me 
particularly,  because  it  had  happened  that  we  had  literally  been  opposite  to  each  other 
in  the  engagement.  Our  danger,  however,  had  been  very  inoonaiderable,  as  it 
happened  luddly  for  us  that  the  enemy  made  lees  resistance  where  we  attacked  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  battle.  The  consequences  of  this  victory  have  been  exactly 
like  those  of  the  others.  In  short,  it  is  really  melancholy  to  see  so  much  misery 
occasioned,  and  so  many  troops  sacrificed  every  day  to  so  UtUe  purpose. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  hint  you  gave  me  upon  the  sul^ect  of  my  leisure 
hours,  and  for  the  ftitnre  am  determined  to  follow  your  advice.  I  am  in  hopes  of 
■eeing  you  this  winter :  have  you  had  a  presentiment  upon  the  subject  1  Ton  know 
they  are  always  infallible.  Lord  Lindsey  is  arrived  here,  but  his  fern  is  too  bad  even 
for  this  part  of  the  world,  and  nobody  can  bear  him.  CUr  John  W.  informs  me  that 
notre  ehire  tante  I^uiy  G.  is  very  ill,  which  her  nephews  on  this  side  the  Atlantic 
seem  not  much  to  care  about.  An  unfortunate  accident  hM  hrppened  here  :  Ol^>taia 
Toliemache  is  killed  in  a  duel  by  a  wrongheaded  ofliocr  in  the  Guards^  a  Mr. 
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witibooi  a  stroke  being  stroGk,  Mr.  Filacpatriok  and  Lord  Ghewton 
eonld  not  aoqmre  more  honour  tlian  Gteneral  Howe  lumselfy  who  has 
been  presented  with  a  Tictory  that  he  has  not  earned,  and  of  which 
he  probably  will  not  hear  this  month. 

Li  shor^  not  only  no  confirmation  is  come  of  the  New  York 
Ghizette,  but  the  Ministen  say  they  haye  traced  the  two  ships  that 
brought  the  news  to  Liyerpool  and  Glasgow,  and  haye  disooyered 

Pennini^iiy  whom  he  bron^i  OTer  In  hii  ihip.  At  it  happened  *i  Kew  York,  wt 
do  not  know  the  particolan,  but  ereiybody  oonelnde*  the  latter  to  ha^e  been  in  the 
wroiDg;  from  his  genend  ehaneter.  I  cannot  help  pitying  Lady  Bridget,  though  ihe 
ii  a  deteatable  woman.  I  am  qnite  of  yonr  opinion  with  regard  to  the  poetry  yon 
■ent  me,  and  lament  that  the  IhicheM  of  D.'i  panegyrist  ii  so  inferior  to  the  latirist ; 
but  unfortunately  that  ii  commonly  the  eaae.  The  packet  ii  to  be  reedy  to  sail  to- 
morrow, and  our  letten  must  be  tent  immediately.  Adieu,  ma  chh^  Mnar/  I  b«g 
you  will  thank  Car '  for  the  Tery  kind  letter  she  wrote  me,  which  I  would  certainly 
haTC  anawered,  if  I  had  had  notice  of  the  packet's  sailing  sooner;  but  I  really  now 
haye  not  time.  Pray  desire  her  to  say  the  same  firom  me  to  Lady  W.  the  first  time 
she  writes,  and  tell  Louisa  that,  though  I  cannot  wonder  at  her  refusing  Kr.  EL,  I  beg 
she  will  leaTC  off  that  foolish  practice.  Adieu,  dear  Lady  Oseoiy.  Yours  most 
iffbetionately,  B.  F. 

My  lore  to  Anne. 

Dnan  Ladt  OsMmT,—  PkUaddphia,  Mimk  8, 177& 

I  sit  down  to  write  you  a  rery  short  letter,  just  to  return  you  a  thousand  thanks  for 
those  you  hsTe  been  so  good  Hd  to  write  to  me ;  but,  from  the  last  I  wrote,  I  am  sure 
you  cannot  expect  any  entertainment  from  this  place,  which  is  not  become  more 
lirely  sinoe  the  last  account  I  sent  you  of  it.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  too,  for  Mr. 
W.'s  letter,  who  you  say  is  quite  wild,  which  I  am  sure  he  cannot  be  more  than  I  am, 
upon  the  subject  of  politics.  J' enrage  quand  j'y  ptn&e,  1  shall  haTe,  howcTer,  soon 
the  satiii&etion  of  being  dellTered  from  the  most  disagreeable  situation  I  was  erer  in, 
ss  well  as  the  happinesti  of  seeing  you  again.  My  brother  will  inform  you  qu€  mon 
parti  €$t  pris,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  both  he  and  you  will  think  I  am  in 
the  right. 

We  are  all  astonished  here  at  Lord  WaldegraTc's  being  so  punotiUous ;  I  am  sorry 
for  it,  because  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  an  additional  pretence  for  starring  poor  Chewton. 
Sir  John  W.  has  got  the  King's  leare  to  go  to  Kngland,  but  I  am  afraid  he  thinks  H 
too  late  to  set  out  and  to  return  for  the  next  campaign,  which  I,  as  well  as  the  whole 
army,  am  Teiy  sorry  for,  as  he  is  the/tov  and  ennui  of  all  his  acquaintance.  I  hope 
the  reriyal  of  the  Citron's  flame  gives  a  good  turn  at  least  to  her  politics.  Your 
patience,  I  am  afraid,  will  be  worn  out ;  but  at  last  you  may  depend  upon  it  the 
erent  will  justify  our  opinions,  and  will  end  in  the  utter  confusion  of  the  Ministers, 
and,  I  am  really  afraid,  in  the  utter  destruction  of  the  country :  the  first,  howeTcr, 
I  shall  sincerely  r^oice  at»  and  it  will  be  some  consolation  not  to  hare  been  instru- 
mental in  the  Ust.  It  is  ridiculous  to  send  so  short  a  letter  from  this  part  of  the 
l^be,  mai§  ^ue  wnulet^wue,  and  while  we  Tegetate  in  this  place  nothing  can  be 
eaq>eeted.  This  is  oertainly  the  last  letter  1  shall  bore  you  with  from  it,  and  therefore 
I  beg  yon  will  forgive  the  dulnest  of  it»  and  beliere  me,  my  dear  Lady  Ossoiy,  youn 
most  truly  and  sinoeralyf  S.  F. 

Prey  gba  my  lofu  to  Anns  and  Qertmde,  since  she  is  so  gradoua  as  to  accept  of  14. 
— B.  YaBVoa  SiufB. 

1  Mias  Yemon,  afterwards  Hn.  Bobert  Peroy  Smith,  and  the  moUicr  of  the  Bi^ 
JBao.  Bobtti  Yemen  Smiths— CwnaieHAM. 
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that  they  were  sent  bj  Panbhand  on  some  stock-jobbing  errand.  If 
this  is  tme^  they  have  good  reason  to  be  peevish^  for  nerer  were 
|)eople  more  ^r^onsly  dnped.  I  have  not  time  to  say  more  now, 
but  I  am  happy  to  take  off  some  anxiety  from  AmpthilL 


1691.    TO  filB  HOBAOS  MAKK. 

AHmffUm  Bireei,  Now.  7, 1777. 

You  will  have  seen  in  the  papers,  before  you  can  receive  this, 
such  accoimts  of  a  total  defeat  orWashington,  that  you  might 
wonder  at  my  silence  if  I  did  not  say  a  word :  that  word  must  be, 
that  I  very  much  doubt  the  fact ;  an^  if  it  was  known  at  New  York 
so  long  ago  as  the  supposed  Ghizette  thence  says,  it  would  be  wonder- 
ful, indeed,  that  General  Howe  should  keep  it  a  profound  secret  from 
the  Government  here,  whom  he  might  suppose  a  little  interested  to 
hear  some  good  news  or  other  after  a  long  dearth. 

The  first  breath  of  this  report  was  said  to  come  from  France 
yesterday  sevennighi  On  Sunday  morning  early  it  was  asserted  as 
a  fact  by  a  New  York  Gtizette  arrived  at  Liverpool.  On  Tuesday  I 
came  to  town,  intending  to  write  to  you  i  but,  finding  no  confirma* 
tion  come,  I  thought  it  prudent  not  to  assert  what  I  knew  no  better. 
From  Tuesday  to  Friday  night  is  a  long  interval  on  such  an  occa- 
sion ;  and,  though  some  still  say  that  they  believe  Washington  beaten^ 
they  do  not  use,  I  observe,  much  stronger  terms  than  received  a 
check.  One  has  heard  of  towns  burnt  to  the  ground,  that  have 
turned  out  to  be  a  chimney  on  fire.  In  the  mean  time  I  tell  you 
all  I  know,  and  I  am  not  apt  to  believe  more  of  things  at  such  a 
distance. 

Of  what  there  is  no  doubt  is,  the  cheek  Burgoyne  has  received,  and 
the  distress  of  his  army,  that  the  last  accounts  left  in  danger  of  being 
starved.  There  have  been  accounts  of  his  recovering  the  blow,  but 
I  cannot  find  one  person  who  believes  that.  In  one  word,  it  is  a 
very  serious  moment ;  and,  without  greater  views,  the  misery  of  so 
many  who  have  relations  and  friends  both  in  Howe's  and  Burgoyne's 
armies  is  terrible.  It  is  known  that  the  latter  had  tweniy-six 
officers  wounded ;  and  as  their  names  are  not  come,  ten  times  the 
number  may  be  sufiiBring  fiie  worst  anxiety.  The  distance  of  the 
war  augments  its  horrors  almost  as  much  as  its  expense,  and  makes 
ft  grow  every  day  more  irksome. 

I  have  no  private  news  to  send  you  of  any  sort     The  town  is  still 
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^mpty.  I  Gome  now  and  then  to  see  the  Dukq  and  Duchess.  He 
does  not  recover  of  his  lameness,  and  in  general  I  iSnd  people  think 
}ie  looks  worse  than  it  appears  to  me.  She  looks  infinitdy  better 
than  at  her  arrival,  but  ike  has  a  perfect  institution. 

I  see  no  prospect  of  an  end  to  this  American  war,  but  from  our 
inability  to  carry  it  on :  and  what  can  that  produce  but  a  war  yrom 
France — ^I  don't  say  wUh  France ;  for  where  can  we  attack  them  if 
we  lose  America ;  and  where  are  we  to  be  attacked  but  in  our  own 
islands  and  the  East  Indies — ^which  are  not  quite  near  enough  to 
assist  each  other  P    There  is  no  looking  towards  such  a  prospect 

If  Burgoyne's  ^rmy  is  destroyed,  little  force  left  in  Canada,  only 
seven  thousand  men  in  New  York,  Howe's  army  not  increased  by 
his  tedious  voyage,  and  three  bf^ttl^  with  Washington,  if  true- 
where  are  we  to  stamp  and  conj^re  up  new  armies  P  And  what 
wiU  less  armies  achieve,  which  such  lar^  ones  have  not  compassed 
in  thriBe  campaigns  P  We  have  lost  Boston,  have  got  New  York, 
and  perhaps  Philadelphia.  If  the  Americans  have  fought,  they  will 
^ht  If  t;hey  have  not,  can  you  make  them  P  And  can  you  conquer 
them  without  beating  them  P  Can  you  maintain  the  country  when 
you  have  conquered  it  P  Will  a  destroyed  country  maintain  your 
army  f  And  can  this  country  maintain  or  recruit  it^  when  you  can 
fdready  get  no  recruits  but  from  Cj^rmanyP  We  are  like  Lord 
Holland  paying  the  debts  of  his  sons ;  he  ruined  himself,  and  lef| 
them  bej^iait. 


1993.    TO  TQX  OOUtfTSSfS  OV  QB^VJ- 

Nov.  18,  ITTT. 

I  HAVE  had  nothing  to  add  to  my  accounts,  Madam,  nor  have  now 
mo(f»  thw  yon  will  f»^  in  the  papers. 

Thi»9  js  fome  in  a  ship  froin  TjTalifaar,  w^cih  is  xu)t  n^  door  te 
Philadelphia,  the  captajn  of  which  was  told  by  another  cftptain  from 
New  York,  that  Sir  W.  ^ow^  had  had  an  engagement  with 
Washington,  and  l^ul  ibj^  advantage ;  Washington  having  lost,  some 
pay,  fifteen  hund^  men — som^  five  hundred  men.  But  the  singular 
part  of  this  story  is,  that  captain  of  captains  says  the  action  passed 
on  the  36th,  and  not  the  Uth,  which  does  not  pn)ve  that  the  New 
Yor)L  Q^zette  of  tiba  29th  was  very  authentic.  In  short,  it  is  the 
House  that  Jack  built,  except  that  it  loses  a  story  in  the  hands  of 
efeiy  new'buildar.    Nobody  knows  what  to  make  of  such  a  oloud. 
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which  has  oocasioiied  aa  muoh  reasoning,  and  consequently  as  muoh 
false  reasoning  as  oyer  was  heard. 

What  is  belieyed  is,  that  Captain  ToUemaohe,  Lady  Bridget's 
husband,  is  killed  in  a  duel  at  New  York,  by  a  Captain  Pennington, 
on  a  foolish  quarrel  about  humming  a  tune.  There  is  strange 
fatality  attends  the  House  of  ToUemaohe :  two  brothers  drowned 
and  a  third  killed  I  My  poor  niece,  Lady  Dysart,  who  is  all  good- 
ness and  good-nature,  wOl  be  very  unhappy,  as  she  was  about  the 
lust  brother  t  But  indeed  if  she  can  Ioyc  the  eldest,  it  would  not  be 
just  to  be  indifiPerent  to  the  others;  though,  except  the  second, 
I  neyer  heard  much  good  of  any  of  them.  I  know  which  is 
the  worst. 

I  haye  seen  G^rge  twice  since  his  return  from  AmpthilL  You 
hare  done  him  a  great  deal  of  good;  he  was  in  spirite  yesterday; 
this  morning  there  was  a  little  relapse.  He  is  gone,  I  beliere,  to 
Lady  Holland,  but  returns  to-morrow,  as  his  mother  is  come  to  town 
not  in  a  good  way. 

I  hope  you  saw  and  was  delighted  with  the  parody  of  Buigoyne's 
Despatch.  I  neyer  saw  more  humour,  nor  better  kept  up.  It  is  as 
mudi  admired  as  it  deseryes.  General  Swagger  is  said  to  be 
entrenched  at  Saratoga,  but  I  question  whether  he  will  be  left  at 
leisure  to  continue  his  Commentaries :  one  Arnold  is  mighty  apt  to 
interrupt  him. 

I  AM  come  to  town  to  take  possession  of  Berkeley  Square ;  and 
your  Ladyship's  letter  of  the  9fli,  which,  N.B.,  I  receiyed  h4  jeebeac^ 
day,  giyes  me  great  hopes  of  finding  you  in  town.  How  happy 
I  shall  be  if  you  are,  axid  that  I  may  catch  a  g^pee  of  you  after 
dinner! 

Your  Ladyship  is  most  obliging,  and  I  will  let  the  Strawbenies 
know  the  honour  you  intended  them,  but  alas  I  they  go  into 
Yorkshire  on  Wednesday  for  two  months,  /shall  be  quite  content 
with  the  party  already  named  of  yourselyes,  your  two  lady 
daughters,  and  Mr.  Selwyn.  You  haye  all  seen  how  likely  I  am  to 
tumble  on  my  nose,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  be  ashamed  if  I  do ; 
but  I  do  not  wish  for  more  witnesses ;  and  as  I  cannot  stand  to 
show  my  house,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  excuse  my  sitting ;  and 
I  should  grow  confused  if  I  had  new  honours  to  do,  and  could  not 
perform  them. 

If  it  is  pomUe  that  Madame  d'Andebt  should  know  that  there  is 
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such  an  antodfluTian  as  I  remaining^  why  would  not  your  Ladyship 
be  so  good  as  to  say,  that  Strulbrogs  are  dispensed  with  from  maldng 
Tisits  f  HI  must,  I  must :  so  the  first  dark  night,  I  will  order  my 
ooflin  and  pair,  and  appear  to  her. 

I  want  to  ask  when  your  Ladyship  will  do  me  the  honour  to  dine 
in  my  burying-ground ;  but  till  I  hare  been  at  the  Princess's  to- 
night, I  do  not  know  when  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  take  up  my  bed 
and  walk.  I  wish  it  might  be  this  day  se'nnight,  but  I  will  send 
to  your  Ladyship  to-morrow  morning  and  settle  ii 

I  was  ezoessLYely  mortified,  Madam,  when  I  found  I  had  kept  your 
Iiadyship  so  inoonyeniently  frt>m  going  to  Lady  Bayensworth's. 
Lideed,  by  Lord  Palmerston's  staying,  I  had  oonduded  you  were  not 
going  out,  and  having  seen  so  very  little  of  you  this  year,  I  was 
glad  to  indulge  myselfl  I  am  sure  you  are  good  enough  to  excuse 
80  inyoluntary  a  fietult. 

Your  purse  is  so  pretty,  that  I  should  like  it,  if  it  had  no  superior 
merit ;  it  has  no  riyal  in  my  estimation  but  another  work  of  the 
same  fingers,  your  Ladyship's  kind  note.  When  written  to  such  a 
decrepit  skeleton,  I  should  think  it  mere  charity,  had  you  not 
always  been  too  partial  to  me.  Still  it  is  pleasant,  when  one  has 
outliyed  one's  sel^  not  to  have  surviyed  the  kindness  of  one's 
friends ;  and  I  will  not  think  that  age  and  pain  are  terrible  eyils, 
when  they  haye  neither  shaken  your  friendship,  Madam,  nor 
weakened  my  memory  of  the  gratitude  I  owe  you. 

I  was  yery  ill.  Madam,  after  I  left  your  Ladyship,  and  I  am  well 
again,  without  haying  done  anything  to  occasion  either.  I  only 
mention  this  to  show  you  that  my  disorders  are  of  no  consequence, 
nor  worth  minding ;  and  therefore,  good  as  you  are,  I  do  beg  of  you 
to  take  no  notice  of  them,  for  it  makes  me  appear  yery  ridiculous  to 
myself  as  I  can  giye  no  account  of  what  is  the  matter  with  me.  It 
w£Q  indeed  oblige  me  seriously,  if  you  will  neyer  say  anything  about 
it,  for  if  it  is  foncy,  I  do  not  desire  to  be  indulged  in  ii 

I  wish  your  Ladyship  joy  on  last  nighfs  yiotory;  General 
Conway  has  just  been  here  in  great  spirits  and  told  me  of  it 

I  cannot  think  of  going  to  the  play  to-night,  Madam ;  nor  can  be 
out  of  the  way  of  hearing  the  first  news  that  shall  come.  I  haye 
done  what  was  rij^t ;   I  approyed  and  applauded  Mr.  Conway's 
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going  instantly;  but  I  cannot  pretend  to  be  easy  now  he  is  gimm. 
My  feelings  for  my  friends  are  stronger  and  more  sineere  than  my 
philosophy ;  and  great  is  the  difference  between  advising  them  to 
act  as  they  ought»  and  being  indifferent  to  the  conseqiMnoe. 


ISOS.    TO  sot  HOSACB  MANV. 

AHinffto^  Streetf  Jhc,  4, 1777. 

This  letter  will  not  be  preceded  by  nine  postilions  blowing 
horns;  but  should  steal  into  Florence  as  modestly  as  a  Boman 
general,  who  at  most  hoped  to  obtain  the  honour  of  an  ovation. 
The  second  part  of  my  despatch  will  only  beg  you  not  to  despair  of 
the  republic. 

After  living  a  whole  month  upon  a  New  York  Gazette,  and  tired 
of  asking  if,  No  news  yet  f  Sir  William  Howe's  aid-de-camp  arrived 
on  the  first :  he  confirmed  the  account  of  two,  not  three,  engage- 
ments between  the  General  and  Dictator  Washington.  In  the  first, 
Howe  certainly  had  the  advantage ;  and  in  the  second,  so  far,  that 
Washington,  having  attacked  him  in  his  post,  was  repelled,  and  is 
retired  into  the  Jerseys,  the  King  having  been  restored  to  the 
sovereignty  of  Philadelphia.  You  are  tq  beUeve  that  though  Howe 
lost  eleven  hundred  men,  particularly  Hessians,  Washington  suffered 
more :  but  even  flie  G^a«ette  does  not  enjoin  you  to  suppose  that  the 
latter  is  totally  defeated.  On  the  contrary,  for  fear  so  small  an  army 
should  effect  too  great  things,  you  are  authorised  to  figure  the 
provinoiai  army  in  the  Jerseys  as  still  consisting  of  11,000  man; 
and  there  are  a  few  reasons  to  think  that  it  may  now  be  as  large  as 
the  Congress  or  the  provinces,  no  longer  checked,  may  please.  Sir 
William  delajrs  the  pursuit,  as  the  passage  of  the  Delaware  is  not 
yet  dear.  The  Lord  his  brother  is  besieging  a  tough  fort,  and  ha^ 
already  lost  a  sixty-four  gun  ship  and  a  fi:igate. 

General  Clinton  has  marched  to  relieve  or  find  Buif;oyne,  but  was 
forced  to  be  content  with  taking  two  f(Mi»,  and  showing  uncommon 
valour.  The  ne^  paragraph  will  tell  you  why  his  expedition  was 
unnecessary. 

On  Tuesday  night  came  news  from  Carleton  at  Quebec,  which 
indeed  had  come  from  France  earlier,  announcing  the  total  anni- 
hilation (as  to  America)  of  Burgoyne's  army.  Carleton  declares  he 
has  no  authefUie  information ;  but  from  all  the  intelligence  he  can 
get,  and  which  he  believes,  Buigoyne^  after  despatching  Golcmfil 
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Fraaer  with  1000  men  to  seek  provisions,  whioih  whole  body  with 
fheb  oommander  was  cot  off,  fought  desperately  to  extricate  himself; 
buty  nmnbers  increasing  and  ponring  upon  him,  he  had  been  forced 
to  lay  down  his  arms,  and  the  whole  remaining  army,  which  some 
eay  still  consisted  of  6000,  but  probably  were  reduced  much  lower, 
surrendered  themselyes  prisoners,  and  are  to  be  transported  to 
Eng^d,  on  parole  of  not  serving  more  in  America — ^no  bad  circum- 
stance for  us,  if  they  were  but  here  f  Burgoyne  is  said  to  be 
wounded  in  three  places ;  his  vanquisher  Arnold  is  supposed  to  be 
dead  of  his  wounds. 

You  may  imagine  this  occasions  some  consternation ;  but  none  at 
all,  I  assure  you,  in  the  Temple  of  Ooncord.  Unless  Grcesus  besieged 
the  senate  with  an  army  of  ingots,  I  do  not  beliere  there  would  be 
a  deserter  from  the  cause  of  Sacra  Fames.  There  haye  been  indeed 
warm  skirmishes  in  both  the  Temples  of  Honour  and  Yirtue,  Lord 
Chatham  himsdf  heading  the  troops  of  the  Opposition,  but  without 
making  any  impression.  Lord  George  Qermain  has  received  several 
wounds  fit>m  Oharles  Fox ; '  and  Burke  and  Wedderbum  were  on 
the  point  of  a  closer  engagement;  but  it  was  made  up.'  The 
Parliament  is  to  be  adjourned  to-morrow  till  after  the  holidays. 

What  will  be  next,  I,  the  most  unwise  of  men,  do  not  guess. 
Some,  a  little  wiser,  think  the  wisest  could  not  tell  what  should  be. 
The  Opposition,  who,  decried  as  they  have  been,  have  at  least  not 
been  contradicted  in  their  prophecies  by  events,  think  that,  as 
Oanada  is  left  defenceless,  and  New  York  is  not  overcrowded  with 
defenders,  the  whole  force  of  Kew  England,  which  is  entire,  as 
Burgoyne  experienced,  may  march  to  Quebec,  or  join  Washington, 

'  The  only  brilliiiit  pari  of  tlie  debate  wm  a  bitter  pbilippie  on  Lord  G.  Genntinei 
bj  Charles  Fox  in  his  highest  manner.  He  called  him  an  ill-omened  and  inaiupieioiu 
chancier,  and,  besides  blaming  the  choice  of  a  man  prononnoed  unfit  to  senre  the 
Crown,  dwelt  on  his  ignoranee  and  incapacity  ibr  eondncUng  a  war.  The  attack  was 
bj  moderate  men  thought  too  personal  and  too  serere.  It  was  felt  in  the  deepest 
manner  by  Lord  Oeoige,  who  rose  in  the  ntmost  oonstemation  and  made  the  poorest 
Sgnra.  He  odd  the  num  in  the  world  whom  he  chose  should  abuse  him  had  done  so. 
General  Conway  said  the  next  day,  he  was  exadly  of  a  oontiary  opinion.  Lord  North 
handsomely  defended  Lord  George,  and  said  he  was  glad  Fox  had  abandoned  him  an 
old  hulk  to  attack  a  man-of-war;  but  afterwards  he  perh^Mi  hurt  Lord  George  as 
much  as  Fox  had  done,  for  the  latter  coming  up  to  the  Treasury  benches,  Lord  North 
said,  in  Lord  George's  hearing, "  Charles,  I  am  glad  you  did  not  fidl  on  me  to-day, 
for  you  was  in  ftill  feather.*'  ffor.  WalpoU,  (MS.  note  in  Buasell's  Fox,  L  168.) 
See  ako  Lord  Ossoiy  to  Ftt^Mtiick,  27  Nor.  1777,  in  BnsseU's  Fox,  L  157.— 
dnnmioHAa. 

*  See  Fidi  Crawford's  account  of  this  quarrel  in  a  letter  to  TiOrd  Ossoiy  d  4  Dee. 
im.  (BoMeire  Fox,  i.  161,)  and  Burke's  letter  to  Weddarbvn,  of  sMie  date,  la 
Cbuapbell's  'Chancellors,'  Tiii  27.— Cuivzmohaji. 
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and  besiege  Clinton  with  as  numerous  an  anny  as  they  ohoose  to 
have.  In  that  ease,  Sir  William  Howe  must  abandon  Philadelphia, 
and  march  to  the  suooonr  of  New  YorL 

You  may  be  sure  the  nninfi>rmed  expect  that,  as  America  is  so 
nearly  lost,  the  army  will  be  recalled.  Yon  may  gnesSy  too,  that  I« 
who  do  not  dote  on  France,  nor  desire  a  war  at  home,  should  not  be 
sorry  we  had  a  little  more  defence ;  but  who  will  ask  my  adyice,  or 
take  it  P  We  are,  in  &ct,  yeiy  near  the  end  of  the  American  war, 
bat  I  doubt  we  are  at  the  b^^inning  of  our  troubles.  Disgrace  is 
the  present  chapter,  and  sufficient  to  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  If 
disappointment  opens  our  eyes,  it  has,  like  a  true  friend,  given  us 
bitter  but  wholesome  counsel.  If  obstinacy  is  mistaken  for  firmness, 
it  will  obtain  at  last,  as  it  generally  does,  its  genuine  appellation. 

I  am  sorry  you  are  losing  your  nephew  and  Lady  Lucy,  and  more 
sorry  that  you  continue  troubled  with  lameness.  Though  I  am  a 
little  younger,  you  must  trust  my  greater  eiperienoe.  The  gout  will 
bear  no  contradiction.  You  must  submit  to  what  it  giyes,  and  what 
it  leayes.  I  do  not  walk  a  mile  in  a  twelyemonth,  and  suffer  if 
I  stand  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  but  what  then  P  There  are  chairs  for 
us  old  folks,  and  in  this  age  easy  ones  eyerywhere.  Within  these 
two  months,  sleep,  which  has  been  my  constant  support  and  food, 
has  begun  to  grow  coy.  Can  I  wonder  P  At  first  I  had  a  mind  to 
find  a  cause ;  but  I  recollected  that  twenty  years  ago  I  should  have 
said  to  myself,  if  a  person  of  sixty  complained, ''  The  poor  soul  does 
not  consider  it  is  three-score  I  "  We  must  part  with  all  at  once,  or 
see  it  slip  away  by  d^^rees.  We  cannot  even  choose  which ;  nor 
should  know  how  to  decide,  if  we  might  I  endeayour  to  take 
patiently  eyerything  as  it  comes.  You  haye  a  better  temper,  and 
can  do  so  more  easily.  The  yision  has  been  pleasant  enough  upon 
the  whole  to  both  of  us.  Thank  God,  it  has  been  no  worse  t  Let 
us,  while  we  last,  hope  it  will  not  be.  If  we  combat  age,  by  pre- 
tending to  belieye  that  its  consequences  are  accidents  that  may  be 
remoyed,  we  only  deceiye  and  torment  ourselves,  but  find  no 
remedy     Adieu  I 


1094.    TO  THX  COUNTBSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

J^Wda^  mgfU,  hU,  Dec  6, 1777. 

Sbmd  for  Lord  Chatham  I    they  had  better  send  for  Oeneral 
Washington,  Madam,— or  at  least  for  our  troops  baok»  which  would 
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le  a  Utile  len  dugraoeftil  than  haying  flieni  retomed  on  fheir 
liands.  There  is  another  express  come  to-daj  with  the  loss  of 
l^eonderogay  which  is  very  credible  when  fliere  was  no  armj  left  to 
defend  ii  I  suppose  Qoebec  will  follow.  General  Howe  mnst 
probably  return  to  defend  New  York.     Bie  tramii  gloria  $nundi/ 

I  must  own  I  had  not  sorted  my  feelings  into  different  drawers, 
and  therefore  cannot  one  day  pull  out  one,  and  grieve  for  burning  a 
town,  or  destroying  a  beautiful  province ;  and  the  next  day  take  out 
an  assortment  of  compassion  for  an  army  that  marched  under  such 
a  savage  proclamation  as  Burgoyne's.  The  accounts  that  are  come, 
own,  that  the  provincials  have  treated  him  and  his  fellow-prisoners 
with  the  utmost  humanity.  On  the  other  hand,  I  must  contradict 
myself  and  do  justice  to  G^eral  Clinton,  who  spared  all  he  could, 
when  he  took  the  two  forts.  We  have  been  horribly  the  aggressors ; 
and  I  must  rejoice  that  the  Americans  are  to  be  free,  as  they  had  a 
right  to  be,  and  as  I  am  sure  they  have  shown  they  deserve  to  be. 
I  cannot  answer  for  what  our  troops  would  have  done,  had  they 
conquered ;  and  less  what  the  spirit  would  have  done  that  sent  them. 
Lord  CSiatham  is  an  Irishman :  he  would  recal  the  troops  and  deny 
the  independence  of  the  Americans.  He  is  in  the  right  to  recal  an 
army  that  cannot  conquer  it;  but  a  countiy  that  will  not  be 
conquered,  and  that  cannot  be,  is  but  in  an  odd  sort  of  state  of 
dependence.  He  seems  to  be  afraid  of  their  condescending  even  to 
trade  with  us.  No,  Madam,  we  do  not  want  Ministers  that  would 
protract  our  difficulties.  I  look  on  them  but  as  beginning  now,  and 
am  &r  fitmi  thinking  that  there  is  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  able 
enough  to  extricate  us.  I  own  there  are  very  able  Englishmen 
left,  but  they  happen  to  be  on  t'other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  If  his 
Majesty  hopes  to  find  them  here,  I  doubt  he  will  be  mistaken :  it  is 
not  worth  his  while  to  change  hands. 

The  debates  have  continued  warm  in  the  House  of  Oommons. 
Charles  Fox  on  Wednesday  told  Lord  Gtoorge  he  hoped  to  see  him 
brought  to  a  second  triaL  Burke  haviog  called  Wedderbum  Lord 
Gorge's  counsel,  Wedderbum  grew  outrageous,  told  Burke  he 
knew  not  how  to  behave  with  good  manners,  but  he  would  be 
respected  by  him  both  in  public  and  private.  Burke  went  out  of 
the  House,  and,  they  say,  made  a  signal  to  Wedderbum  to  follow 
him ;  but  their  friends  interposed,  and  it  was  made  up.  Yesterday 
Charles  and  the  Attorney-General  had  high  words  that  did  not  go  so 
fiur.  Lord  Chatham  was  in  the  other  House  to-day,  but  I  kiiuw 
nothing  of  what  was  done. 
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Mr.  Aoland  iB  not  dead,  bat  wounded ;  and  his  poor  mb  is  gone 

to  him  at  Saratoga,  from  Quebeo. 

I  am  grateful  for  your  Ladyship's  hint,  and,  indeed,  did  hope  to  be 
invited  to  keep  my  gambols  at  Ampthill,  -which  I  do  most  sted&stly 
design ;  though  I  was  alarmed  last  night  with  a  swelled  finger,  but 
it  is  gone ;  and  this  eyening  it  has  snowed.  Howeyer,  I  am  not  in 
a  mood  to  be  disheartened  easily ;  and  as  your  Ladjrship's  spirits 
seem  to  be  affected  with  every  sort  of  wind  fliat  blows,  my  propriety 
shall  come  and  represent  the  necessity  of  submission  to  what  one 
wishes,  and  endeavour  to  comfort  yon  for  the  loss  of  everybody  that 
you  don't  know. 

Thank  yon,  Madam,  for  the  ertracts,  which  are  sensiUe  indeed. 
I  have  time  to  say  no  more  of  them.  Yesterday  was  warm  again  in 
the  Lords.  The  Earls  of  Ohafluun  and  Gower  squabbled  again  on 
the  Lidiaasy  and  tiie  former  was  in  the  wrong  again.  He  talked  of 
i^w^g  my  Lord  of  York  of  his  libel»  and  was  not  in  the  wrong. 
It  looks  as  if  we  were  to  contmno  the  war ;  but  as  it  is  tiresome  to 
wait  two  or  three  months  fixr  a  nkirmisb,  we  acre  to  have  a  war  wiUi 
France,  of  which  we  can  have  news  every  day. 

Pray  retom  my  compliments,  Madam,  to  Lady  Gertrude,  and  tell 
her  I  am  impatient  to  kiss  her,  though  I  Idssed  a  Princess  last 
night  that  was  my  own  flesh  and  blood— but  is  iX  proper  to  own  so 
muohP 

P.S.  Sir  Oharles  Bunbury  declared  off  from  the  Court*  on 
Thursday,  and  Lord  Northington  voted  in  the  minority  yesterday. 
These  are  the  ro^cations  of  misfortune. 


1605.    TO  THB  COmfTESB  OF  0S30RT. 

Thttnday  night,  Dec  11, 1777. 

I  DO  not  write,  Madam«  to  tell  you  politics ;  yon  wHl  hear  them 
better  from  Lord  Ossoiy :  nor  indeed  have  I  words  to  paint  the 
abject  impudent  poltroonery  of  the  Ministers,  or  the  blockish 
stupidity  of  the  Parliament 

Lord  North  yesterday  declared  he  should  during  the  recess 
prepare  to  lay  before  the  Parliament  proposals  of  peace  to  be  offered 
to  the  Americans  I  I  trust  we  have  force  enough  to  bring  fortoard  an 
accommodation.    They  wore  his  very  words.    Was  ever  proud  inso- 

*  8m  Selwyn  Con«tpoiid«iiee,  toL  tli.  p.  254.->Cvv«iiiohajc. 
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lent  nation  sunk  so  low  I  Burke  and  Oharles  Fox  told  him  the 
Administration  thought  of  nothing  but  keeping  their  places ;  and  so 
they  will,  and  the  members  tiieir  pensionSi  and  the  nation  its 
infieimy.  Were  I  Franklin,  I  would  order  the  Cabinet  Council  to 
come  to  me  at  Paris  with  ropes  about  their  necks,  and  then  kick 
ihem  back  to  St  James's. 

Well,  Madam,  as  I  told  Lord  Ossory  t'other  day,  I  am  satisfied,-^ 
Old  England  is  safe,  that  is,  America,  whither  the  true  English 
retired  under  Charles  the  First :— -this  is  Kova  Scotia,  and  I  care 
not  what  becomes  of  ii 

I  haye  just  been  at  *  Percy/ '  The  four  first  acts  are  much  better 
iiian  I  expected,  and  yery  animated.  There  are  good  situations,  and 
sereral  pretty  passages,  but  not  much  nature.  There  is  a  fine 
speech  of  the  heroine  t6  her  father,  and  a  strange  sermon  against 
Crusades,  that  ends  with  a  description  of  the  Saviour,  who  died  for 
our  sins.  The  last  act  is  rery  ill  conducted,  unnatural,  and  obscure. 
Sari  Douglas  is  a  sarage  ruffian.  Earl  Percy  is  ocnrerted  by  the 
▼irtue  of  his  mistress,  and  Ae  is  Am  md  iririue  ia  the  supreuxe 
degree.  !Fhe^  is  a  prologue  and  sfnlogue  i^ut  ine  ladies  and  fine 
genflemen,  and  feathers  and  buckles,  and  I  don't  doubt  erery  word 
of  both  Mr.  Oarrick's,  for  they  are  common'-pkce^  and  written  for 
the  upper  gallery.  It  was  very  moderately  p^ormed,  but  one 
passage  against  the  odiaui  Beoi  Douglas  was  loudly  aj^uded,  and 
showed  that  the  mob  have  no  pensions. 

Our  brave  Administration  have  turned  out  Lord  Jersey  and  Mr. 
Bopkins,  which  will  certainly  convince  all  America  and  all  Europe, 
{h^t  they  are  not  afraid ;  though  I  saw  one  of  their  tools  to*day  who 
assured  me  they  are,-^nay,  he  said  (and  As  is  somebody)  that  if  the 
Congress  insists  on  the  Ministry  being  changed  it  must  be.  I  do  not 
believe  the  Congress  will  do  them  so  much  honour;  but  I  answered, 
^  Sir,  if  the  Congress  should  make  that  condition,  it  will  not  be  from 
caring  about  it,  but  to  make  the  pacification  impossible.  I  do  not 
belidve  they  care  much  more  fer  the  Opposition  than  for  the 
Administration ;  but  they  must  know  that  the  Opposition  could  not, 
would  not,  grant  terms,  tikat  this  Administration  should  reftM.^ 

Adieu,  Madam!  I  am  at  last  not  sony  yoti  have  no  son,  and 
your  daughters,  I  hope,  wiU  be  mamed  to  Americans,  and  not  in 
fliis  dirty,  despicable  island  I 

*  A  ingedj,  by  Haanah  More:  iint  acted  sfc  Osteal  GiVdea,  Dm.  10, 1V77 :  ram 
ainsUMi  nig hti. — CvaxnioBAH. 
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Dee.  17, 1777, 

Thebb  can  be  noUimg  more  amiable  or  more  just  than  your 
Ladjrsbip's  reproof  to  me  for  forgetting  yonr  9(m$,  I  ooold  ezonse 
myself  more  easily  to  Lord  Ossory  than  to  you ;  and,  in  imtli,  my 
mind  is  so  narrow  and  contracted  by  all  I  haye  seen  and  see,  that 
those  I  lore  occupy  the  whole  remaining  space ;  like  a  small  map, 
only  the  chief  rirers  are  set  down,  and  not  all  Uie  rivulets.  It  was 
this  partial  humour,  and  not  what  you  are  pleased  to  dignify  witti 
the  name  of  proper  pride,  that  made  me  so  cold  to  the  Earl  Lord 
Ossory  found  with  me.  I  just  contriye  to  keep  within  the  bounds 
of  cool  ciyiliiy  to  those  I  do  not  wish  to  see.  Mr.  Beauderk  told 
me  t'other  day  he  wondered  I  receiyed  everybody  that  came  to  see 
me.  I  told  1dm  it  was  very  little  inconvenience,  for  fliose  I  was  not 
glad  to  see,  found  little  encouragement  to  come  often. 

As  I  have  no  new  news  to  send  your  Ladyship,  for  Captain  Craig 
has  only  brought  the  confirmation  of  Burgoyne's  capitulation,  I  should 
have  deferred  my  apology  for  some  days,  were  I  not  impatient  to 
mention  what  interests  me  much,  as  it  regards  your  Ladyship  and  our 
Lord.  I  called  on  Lady  Holland  last  night,  and  thought  she  looked 
ill.  I  afterwards  found  Lady  Payne  at  Lady  Di's,  and  Mrs.  Dixon, 
both  whom  I  had  seen  with  Lady  Holland.  They  were  both  very 
uneasy  about  her.  She  has  been  blooded  four  or  five  times,  and  it 
was  to  be  repeated  this  morning ;  and  Lady  Payne  told  me  Br. 
Warren  is  not  quite  satisfied  with  her  case.  Lady  Payne  wishes 
much  to  have  her  go  abroad,  but  does  not  think  she  will  be 
persuaded.  Li  Bhort»  I  promised  to  tell  Lord  Ossory  her  appre- 
hensions, and  I  am  sure  he  will  be  so  good  as  not  to  take  notice  of 
my  information,  especially  as  it  might  alarm  his  sister  hersel£  She 
is  so  delicate,  that  it  is  better  to  be  too  circumspect  than  the 
contrary. 

Orawfurd  is  again  confined  with  the  gout,  and  ought  to  be  closer 
confined.  He  has  heard  that  Taa£fe  has  been  cured  by  Buzaglo,  and 
sent  for  the  former,  who  told  him  foirly  that  Buzaglo  had  removed 
his  gout  in  four  hours,  but  said,  the  operation  would  kill  any  man 
less  strong.  The  remedy  struck  him,  and  he  totally  forgot  the 
reasoning;  and  when  I  urged  his  debility,  he  vowed  he  had  rather  die, 
thanhave  the  gout     **  Oh  I ''  said  I,  **  I  shall  not  contest  with  you. 


im.]  TO  TBB  comrriBS  ot  ossort.  ly 

fi>r  people  often  oontradiot  one  till  fhey  grow  detennmed  upon 
poiniBy  iihat  at  first  fliejr  flcaroe  laid  any  stress  upon ;  and  you  shall 
not  kill  yourself  only  to  confute  me  ** — ^but  he  will  hare  no  more 
patience  to  be  boiled  to  death,  than  with  the  gout ;  and  when  he 
has  simmered  half  an  houTi  he  will  despair,  and  try  the  next  quack 
he  hears  oil 

You  will  please  to  tell  me  when  you  would  have  me  to  AmpthilL 
I  cannot  well  be  there  before  the  middle  of  next  week,  but  from  that 
moment  I  am  at  your  Ladyship's  command  for  what  part  of  the 
holidays  will  be  most  conrenient  to  you»  and  shall  not  engage 
myself  anywhere  else,  till  you  haye  disposed  of  me.  Anywhere  eke 
aounds  magnificent,  but  really  means  no  where  but  Park-place. 
I  am  too  ancient  to  go  about  like  morrioe-dancers,  to  every  house 
tibat  is  open  at  Ghristmas ;  nor  but  where  they  are  so  good  as  to 
have  indulgence^  and  let  me  come  away,  if  I  feel  any  menaces  of 
ihegoui 

1097.    TO  THE  COUNTSSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

TumUi^  mcmmg,  J>ee.  S8, 1777. 

I  HAVB  just  receiyed  a  yery  good  answer  to  my  message ;  Lady 
Holland  is  much  better.  I  will  call  on  her  mjrself  before  I  come  to 
Ampthill,  which  I  propose  shall  be  on  Friday  or  Saturday — ^but 
man  proposes,  and  fog  disposes.  If  it  is  as  dark  as  to-day  or  last 
Saturday,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  find  my  way.  I  was  forced  on 
Saturday  to  light  a  candle  at  deyen  in  the  morning,  in  my  room 
forwards,  to  read  the  newspapers ;  and  it  is  not  the  breadth  of  a 
hair  lighter  this  morning.  If  this  Egyptian  obscurity  does  not 
produce  snow,  I  shall  not  mind  ii 

I  know  nothing.  Madam,  though  we  haye  so  many  afiGairs  on  our 
hands,  that  almost  every  sea  and  every  wind  might  bring  us  news  of 
our  concerns.  It  is  wdl  we  have  heads  so  capacious  and  hearts  so 
stout,  as  to  hold  all  these  matters,  and  not  mind  it,  if  the  world 
tumbles  to  pieces  about  our  ears  I 

I  suppose  you  know  Lady  Louisa  Leveson  is  to  marry  Mr. 
Macdonald. 

I  have  been  at  another  new  play,  *  The  Roman  Sacrifice.' '  It  is 
the  old  story  of  Junius  Brutu8,^*without  a  tolerable  line.    I  went  to 

>  A  tngedj,  hj  WilliMn  Shiriey,  fini  lelad  at  Dniry  Lmm,  IS  Dm.  1777,  bat  nol 
;  ma/ottr  nighla.— CraMivoBAM. 

you  vn.  0 
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flee  it,  88 1  had  never  seen  Hendenon,  and  thought  I  conid  judge 
him  better  in  a  new  part ;  but  either  the  part  was  so  bad,  or  he 
wants  to  copy,  that  I  should  not  have  found  out  he  was  at  all 
superior  to  all  the  other  actors.  Upon  my  word  I  have  not  a 
syllable  more  to  say,  and  am  your  Ladyship's,  &o. 


1608.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  08S0RT. 
[See  aim  Letter  1766.]  Dec  S7, 17n. 

The  misfortune  has  happenad,  Madam ;  the  poor  Bishop  [of 
Exeter]  died  this  morning.  The  Duchess  is  gone  to  Windsor  to  try 
to  bring  her  sister  to  town,  who  insists  on  staying  there  till  he  is 
buried,  and  every  one  of  their  windows  looks  on  Si  Oeorge's 
CSiapel  I  but  I  will  not  sadden  your  Ladsrship  with  the  distress  I  am 
witness  to  I  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  leave  them  at  present,  or 
my  brother.  Lady  Laura,  who  had  lived  a  great  deal  with  the 
Bishop,  and  loved  him  like  a  fieither,  is  as  afflicted  as  his  own 
children — ^though  they  have  additional  cause  to  r^ret  him.  I  have 
been  so  taken  up  with  this  calamity,  that  I  have  not  had  a  moment 
to  call  on  Lady  Holland,  of  whom  I  am  happy  to  hear  sucli  good 
accounts.    I  have  not  time  to  add  a  word  more. 

1008.    TO  THE  COUKTSSS  OF  OSSORT. 

Monday  evening,  Dec  29, 1777. 

I  PUBPOSB,  with  your  Ladyship's  and  Lord  Ossory's  good  leave,  to 
be  at  Ampthill  on  Friday,  2nd  of  next  year.  Do  not  stay  dinner 
for  me ;  I  seldom  get  out  early  in  the  morning. 

As  I  have  seen  nothing  but  my  £Eanily  these  three  daj^,  I  know  not 
what  has  become  of  the  world.  The  capture  of  Mud  Island  is  very 
improbable,  like  all  ship-news,  especially  as  no  account  is  come  since. 

I  shall  call  presently  on  Lady  Holland,  and  I  hope  to  bring  you 
a  very  good  account  of  her.  I  have  heard  that  she  looks  much 
better.  There  is  to  be  a  gallery  at  Bedford  House  for  Princess 
Amelia  on  New  Year's  Day.  I  hope  Lady  Louisa  does  not  return 
for  it. 

I  must  tell  you,  Madam,  a  charming  speech  of  my  niece,  Lady 
Maria.  A  few  hours  after  the  Bishop  died,  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 
came  to  my  brother  [Sir  Edward  Walpole]  where  she  was.  Her 
aunt,  Mrs.  Clements,  said  to  her,  I  am  afraid  you  are  shocked  at 


1778.]  TO  SIB  HORACB  MANN.  If 

seeing  the  Bishop.  ''No/'  replied  she.  ''Not  as  he  is  a  Bishop: 
if  he  had  been  only  Dr.  Bailer,  I  should  hare  been  shocked.'*  I 
assure  you  she  says  a  thousand  things  as  worthy  of  the  late  Lord 
Waldegrare. 

1700.    TO  SIB  HOBAOl  MAKK. 

AHmgUM  Skrtei,  Jcul  i,  I7tt. 

Thb  period  of  a  month  is  elapsed ;  and  therefore,  not  to  break 
through  an  anoient  custom  which  I  am  not  young  enough  to  be 
excused  yiolating,  (though  legislators  often  dispense  themselyes  from 
observing  their  own  laws,)  I  beginaletter  to  you,  not  at  all  foreseeing 
with  what  it  is  to  be  filled.  The  distance  of  place,  and  the  extreme 
tacitumiiy  of  the  Howes,  must  haye  taught  you  a  little  not  to  expect 
events  from  America  every  day.  Even  Buigoyne  has  left  himself 
nothing  to  say — till  he  arrives.  We  have  lived  a  fortnight  on  the 
capture  of  Mud  Island,  though  it  is  &r  from  clear  that  it  is  yet 
taken.  If,  on  the  contrary,  New  York  should  be  retaken  by  the 
provincials — ^but  stay,  I  do  not  know  they  intend  it, — ^it  has  a  most 
slender  garrison,  so  has  Quebec;  but  Washington  may  think  it  a 
shorter  way  of  terminating  the  war  by  overwhelmiog  the  arm^  under 
Howe— if  he  can.  In  truth,  I  am  no  judge  of  what  is  most  for  their 
interest — ^but  the  Congress  seem  to  know. 

You  must  not  suppose,  though  I  make  such  short  work  of  it,  that 
it  is  the  language  here  to  sit  down,  and  give  America  for  lost.  The 
Ministers  had,  indeed,  very  nearly  said  so,  and  Lord  North  was  to 
bring  terms  for  peace  after  the  holidays ;  mais  turns  awms  ekangi  tout 
eela,  and  nothing  is  talked  of  but  raising  regiments,  and  sending 
another  army — ^I  don't  know  whither,  because,  supposing  a  new  army 
can  be  raised,  which  is  sl  paetulatum,  it  will  be  a  little  necessary  to 
know  whether  we  hare  New  York,  or  Philadelphia,  or  Quebec ;  and 
though,  probably,  one  or  two  of  them — but  I  really  do  not  know 
what  I  say,  nor  have  I  found  anybody  on  whose  sleeve  I  pin  my 
fiuth  in  these  affidrs.  We  have  had  assertion,  and  prophecy,  and 
confidence,  and  all  have  been  brought  to  shame,  and  none  of  them 
are  ashamed ;  and  so  I  refer  you  to  the  Chapter  of  Accidents. 

The  Parliament,  when  it  shall  meet,  is  to  go  into  a  great  inquiry, 
which,  I  conclude,  will  end  in  nothing  at  all,  or,  rather,  not  end. 
The  talk  of  the  day  is,  that  France  has  signed  a  treaty  with  the 
provincials,  and  the  Stocks  look  pale  upon  it ;  but  all  these  rumours 
only  fill  up  the  chinks  of  time,  and  will  be  forgotten  when  great 
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events  happen.  By  grtat  events  I  mean  foreign  war  and  domeBtio 
calamity.  We  are  on  the  high  road  to  both.  The  present  moment 
is  only  like  the  half-hour  at  the  theatre  before  the  play  begins :  the 
galleries  are  riotous,  pelt  the  candle-snuffers,  or  bawl  for  the  over- 
ture; whenthecurtainisdrawnup,  nobody  thinks  but  of  the  tragedy. 
We  have  had  a  great  misfortune  in  our  family :  the  Bishop  of 
Exeter  is  dead,  who  married  my  brother's  eldest  daughter.  She  is 
left  with  four  children  and  a  very  small  provision  indeed ;  but  Sir 
Edward  has  acted  nobly,  and  gives  up  to  her  an  estate  at  Windsor 
of  eight  hundred  a-year,  and  a  house  in  town,  and  keeps  her  a 
coach.    He  has,  indeed,  been  a  most  bountiful  father,  always,  and 

has  not  made  his  children  wait  for  his  death. 

/on.  TO. 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  10th  of  last  monfli.  You  will  have 
learnt  before  now  tiiat  the  total  defeat  of  Washington  was  converted 
into  a  total  defeat  of  Burgoyne,  and  it  is  very  much  the  opinion  of 
the  City  that  the  American  war  will  soon  be  turned  into  a  French 
one ;  but  I  doubt  France  will  stay  tiU  we  have  not  a  regiment  left 
in  the  island,  which  you  know  would  save  a  great  deal  of  blood. 

Don't  trouble  your  head  any  longer  about  Lady  Lucy's  having  a 
son ;  they  are  the  happiest  who  have  no  children. 

We  are  not  content  with  having  lost  America ;  we  shall  not  have 
an  army  to  defend  England.  Why  does  not  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt  return  P 
She  would  find  most  people  as  mad  as  herselE 


1701.     TO  THS  BBY.  WILLIAM  KASOK. 

ArUnifion  Street,  Jan.  17, 1778. 

I  HAVE  not  written  to  you  since  you  went,  as  I  had  nothing  to  tell 
you ;  and  I  write  improperly  now,  when  one  is  probably  at  the  eve 
of  having  something  to  say,  but  the  fish  I  have  to  firy  is  of  another 
kind.  Can  it  be  true  that  you  have  an  Opera  coming  on  the  stage, 
and  that  you  never  mentioned  it  to  me  P  Had  I  torn  Orpheus 
piecemeal,  I  could  not  be  more  unworthy  of  musical  communication. 
Am  I  80  untuneable  that  I  must  not  hear  airs  unless  I  can  sing 
them  P  Yes,  you  have  written  an  Opera,  and  it  is  called  *  Sappho,' 
and  I  suppose  Mrs.  Montagu  is  to  be  first  woman.  Lord  Strafford  is 
my  authority ;  and  yet  I  can  scarce  think  you  would  have  been  so 
basely  unfriendly ;  if  you  have,  I  wish  your  Celestinette  may  be 
broken  about  your  ears,  or  that  Lady  Rockingham  may  desire  ^ 
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rehearsal  at  our  own  house  in  the  morning,  and  make  the  poet  and 
the  whole  orchestra  wait  till  nine  at  nighi 

Koapton  is  dying,  but  the  promise  to  Sandby  is  saperseded,  de 
par  k  Boy,  because  it  dates  from  the  Duke  of  Chrafton. 

G^eral  Howe  has  been  to  take  another  look  at  Washington,  and 
passed  Eldest  again.  The  town  of  Froome,  oonduding  Burgoyne 
was  a  Frenchman  by  his  name,  made  great  rejoicings  on  his  being 
taken  prisoner. 

I  heard  last  nij^t  that  Yoltaire  is  dead ;  now  one  may  buy  his 
works  safely,  as  he  cannot  write  them  over  and  over  again. 

You  shall  not  hear  a  word  more  from  me  till  you  dear  yourself  about 
the  Opera.  Shoidd  it  prove  true,  I  shall  never  believe  a  syllable 
more  about  your  idleness,  nay  shall  condude  that  every  thing  that 
appears  is  yours,  and  I  am  sure  that  will  be  full  vengeance. 

P.S.  Pray  did  you  write  *  The  Boman  Sacrifice,' '  the  last  new 
tragedy  P    It  was  detestable. 

I  return  you  the  Sennon,  and  would  not  advise  its  being  printed 
unless  mudi  clamoured  against ;  when,  as  all  objections  are  exag- 
gerated, it  will  appear  less  offiansive  than  was  expected.  I  would 
certainly  have  the  two  passages  on  Daliymple's  History  and  the  Sons 
of  the  Scottish  Bebels  softened.  They  should  not  be  quite  changed, 
as  they  will  certainly  be  remanbered.  I  would  entirdy  omit  the 
glance  at  the  ladies,  who  are  very  innocent  in  comparison  of  the 
men  of  the  age.  I  would  still  be  more  earnest  for  his  leaving  out 
the  passage  on  himself.  I  am  totally  against  such  declarations,  and 
can  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be  a  Bishop,  when  some  of  its 
worthless  occupiers  are  gone.  I  think  the  time  is  coming  when  the 
Sermon  will  have  more  weight,  and  mUHm  beenpreached,  it  cannot 
be  recalled.  The  taxes,  the  treaty  with  the  Americans,  and  the 
probable  imminent  war  with  France,  will  make  it  little  noticed  at 
this  moment,  but  by  his  enemies.  Let  them  be  a  little  silenced 
and  dashed,  and  they  will  not  care  to  clamour.  It  cannot  be  lost, 
because  it  has  been  preached ;  we  should  have  a  little  patience,  and 
I  think  it  will  not  be  necessary  long.* 

>  VO  VBS  BOV.  BOIAOI  WALFOIil. 

AsUm,  JoMiary  20, 177S. 

Paoxvt  yonnelf,  my  good  Sir.  I  havo  not  written :  I  am  only  writing  an  Opei% 
and  what  I  liave  written  of  it  I  here  send  yon,  desiring  if  yon  do  not  abeolntely 
eondemn  both  the  intention  and  ezecation,  to  leal  it  up  and  send  it  to  Mr.  Giardint 
Ha  has  ahrHMij  eeai  the  whole  plan,  and  he  mnit  now  tee  an  act  to  tell  me  whether 
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1701    TO  THE  RET.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

Jan.  24, 1778. 

I  RBCKiTED  your  Act  late  last  night,  and  though  I  hare  ran 
iirough  it  hut  onoe,  I  am  impatient  not  only  to  pardon  you,  hut 
t'lank  you.  I  can  forgiye  you  anything  hut  idleness ;  and  music, 
irhich  your  words  always  are,  has  channs  to  soothe  even  me.  The 
language  is  so  harmomous,  that  I  think  as  I  did  of  Dryden's  Ode, 
that  it  will  he  more  melodious  unset  than  when  adapted.  Yet  if 
YOU  can  rival  Drvden,  Giardini  cannot  paragon  Handel.  I  am. 
I  know,  a  mo8t>K>r  judge  of  morieal  ^«ition.  yet  may  no! 
I  ask  if  Giardini  possesses  either  force  or  simplicity  P  Your  Act  is 
classic  Athenian:  shall  it  ho  subdi-di-di-vi-vi-vi-ded  into  modem 
Italian  P  but  it  is  too  late  to  ask  that  question. 

I  shall  now  mention  a  very  few  criticisms. 

The  language  is  so  sweet,  that  my  soul  that  loves  chiaro  scuro  as 
a  contrast,  at  least  wants  a  little  more  sombre,  and  the  place  I  would 
allot  for  it  is  Sappho's  speech  after  the  vision.  The  parts  of 
Metastasio  (I  do  not  compare  you  down  to  him)  that  please  me 

It  will  suit  hU  pnrpone.     At  to  yonnelf,  yon  know  enough  of  the  Lady's  stoiy  fally 
to  comprehend  the  drift  of  these  pages  which  oontain  her  catastrophe.    But  I  know 
you  rather  want  to  know  why  I  hare  undertaken  to  write  an  Opera,  than  how  I  liare 
written  it.    But  this  is  a  long  stoiy,  and  relates  to  a  Uttle  shoemaker  of  Aston.    Mr. 
atonhewer  wiU  tell  yon  the  partioidan,  and  how  my  little  shoemaker  and  this  Opera 
become  so  intimately  united.    Now  don't  talk  to  me  about  the  author  of '  Caractacus.' 
and  that  he  ought  to  write  nothing  but  what  is  equal,  if  not  superior  to  '  Caraetacns.' 
If  you  prevent  me  from  writing  Operas,  111  write  nothing  but  ballads.    "Agreed,  if 
they  be  political  ones,  as  many  as  you  please,"  and  don't  say  that  a  grare  dirine 
turned  of  fifty,  debases  his  doth,  by  telling  a  love  stoiy.    Leare  that  argument  for 
the  Bishops  to  handle.    I  hare  made  up  my  oonsdenoe  as  to  that  matter.    Besides, 
if  the  Bishops  oondemn  me  on  Uds  he»d,  they  will  nerertheless  admire  my  learning, 
lor  all  the  fragments  of  Sappho  will  be  translated  and  find  their  place  in  this  drama : 
for  instance,  this  third  act  opens  with  one  of  the  AlBiMct  /Ur  h  ^t Adim  ical  TWritalks,  &o. 
Upon  the  whole  then  I  recommend  this  poor  innocent  thing  to  your  mercy  as  a 
critic,  not  as  if  it  had  my  last  hand  and  its  last  polish,  yet  in  such  a  state  as  will 
admit  of  little  improvement  except  in  particular  lines  and  words.   About  this  latter 
I  mean  to  be  peculiarly  careful,  in  order  to  make  the  language  as  soft,  and  oonae* 
quently  as  fit  for  music  as  possible ;  for  I  am  persuaded  this  matter  has  never  yet 
been  sufficiently  attended  to  by  the  few  of  our  poets  who  have  written  professedly  for 
music    Pray  put  up  the  letter  to  Giardini,  kc,  in  the  packet  before  yon  seal  it— I 
shrewdly  suspect  some  dark  practice  in  this  death  of  Lord  Pigot :  pray  tell  me  what 
yon  hear  of  that  matter,  and  of  all  otheii»  for  now  the  political  as  well  as  natural 
lh)st  is  thawed,  dear  Sir, 

Tours  most  truly, 

W.  Hasov. 
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most  are  his  long  soliloqaies  of  aooompanied  reoitatiYe  in  last  acts ; 
Hiey  give  scope  to  the  poet,  the  passions^  the  aotressy  and  the 
oompoeer.  I  would  not  have  Sappho  detennine  at  once,  but 
struggle  with  love,  fear,  hope,  despair;  and  when  she  doubts  obeying 
the  god,  thunder  may  mark  his  anger,  and  decide  her ;  for  she  obeys 
a  dream  too  suddenly,  though  dassio  tunes  may  justify  her  more 
than  a  modem  would  be  justified. 

As  you  are  sublime  in  choruses,  why  haye  you  only  one  in  an 
Opera, — in  a  Chreek  opera  P  They  are  simple,  and  yet  give  rariety; 
aura  a  hymeneal  chorus  is  necessary. 

I  have  an  objection,  which  is  odd,  even  to  the  parts  I  have  not 
seen,  but  you  hint  (by  Sappho  in  her  female  dress)  at  her  being 
disguised  as  a  man  in  a  former  Act  Will  not  thid  be  a  little  too 
characteristic,  and  give  a  handle  to  bufifoonery  in  the  learned  part 
of  the  mob  f 

I  have  few  verbal  criticisms  to  make,  though  I  could  commend  a 
thousand  passages,  particularly  the  two  lines  on  Alpheus,  and  the 
exquisite  &rst  air.  I  am  not  quite  pleased  with  down^  down^  dawn, 
as  a  little  too  artificial,  and  then  dawn  should  not  come  in  the  very 
next  line,  and  in  a  sense  that  is  the  very  opposite  to  the  former 
sense,  and  shows  we  express  a  precipitate  iaJl  and  the  softness  of 
repose  by  the  same  sound. 

I  do  not  quite  approve  so  finroed  an  expression  as  daumcasi 
tenderness,  and  I  cavil  at 

Ifod  that  ftdl,  tbai  hmt^feU  t«id«ni6« 
That  bleiMt  thoM  who  nvntfiU  dlftiMi^ 


and  would  rather  change  heart/eU,  which  has  a  (German  sound. 
In  the  second  hne/eU  is  most  sonorous. 

I  have  literally  but  one  more  qualm.  When  Sappho  dedicates  her 
lyre,  she  says  it  is  far  sweeter  than  the  harp.  This  methinks  is  too 
nice  a  distinction  for  a  person  in  her  situation  to  make,  and  fitter 
for  a  commentator's  note  than  a  woman  on  the  point  of  destrojring 
herself.  Tes,  I  see  another,  that  I  have  just  cast  my  eyes  on : 
Sappho  must  not  utter  the  word  requiem ;  in  short,  Metastasio  may 
use  such  an  anachronism,  but  Mussbus  must  not,  shall  not. 

I  shall  send  the  Act  and  the  letter  to  GKardini,  as  you  order, 
though  with  regret  I  own :  for  I  doubt  his  music  will  not  have  that 
majestic  greatness  and  distinctiveness  that  are  necessary  to  let  the 
words  be  understood.  Add  that  our  singers  want  more  to  be  taught 
to  articulate  than  to  sing.    All  the  women  jabber  \   and  bad  as 
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taste  was,  Beard  did  more  justice  to  sense  than  any  of  our  performers; 
for  though  he  laid  a  stress  on  eveiy  syllable,  yet  at  least  the 
audience,  such  as  were  capable,  could  suppose  the  right  accents. 
In  short,  I  wish  your  Opera  could  be  accompanied  only  by  the  lyre 
and  the  tibia. 

There  is  no  new  event  The  Parliament  has  done  little  or  nothing, 
as  they  wait  for  Lord  George  to  lead  up  the  Blues.  I  hare  no 
time  for  detaik,  and,  in  truth,  I  am  thinking  more  of  *  Sappho'  than 
of  the  nation,  and  am  happy  when  I  can  amuse  mjrself  with  reading 
anything  but  politics,  which  I  am  sure  nobody  will  eyer  read  after 
the  day  they  are  published ;  but  indeed  who  does  write  what  is  read- 
able P  I  have  got  two  more  Yolumes  of  Shenstone's  *  Correspondence,' 
and  they  are  like  all  the  rest,  insipidity  itself.  Home's  *  Alfred ' 
died  three  days  old ;  *  The  Battle  of  Hastings '  [by  Cumberland]  is 
to  appear  this  evening ;  the  child  of  as  feeble  a  parent  Garrick 
has  been  reading  plays  at  Althorp  H  la  Texier,  and  been  adored  as 
usual ;  yet  I  do  not  believe  he  succeeded  half  so  well  in  the  women. 
He  goes  on  writing  his  wretched  epilogues  too,  for  he  cannot  sit 
down  with  the  strtMruggism  that  he  had  the  sense  to  take  up. 

There  is  a  Mr.  Potter  too,  I  don't  know  who,  that  has  published 
a  translation  of  .SIschylus,  and  as  &r  as  I  have  looked  is  a  good 
poet  I  am  sure  he  has  taste,  for  in  his  pre&ce  he  speaks  like  an 
initiate  of  'ElMda'  and  '  Caractacus.'  I  am  deUghted  with 
'Prometheus,'  though  I  do  not  approve  of  a  mad  cow  for  first 
woman. 


1708.    TO  THX  RSY.  WILLIAM  MASOH. 

AHingUm  Btnd,  FA.  4, 1778. 

I  SHALL  be  sorry  if  you  depend  on  me  for  your  winter  provision 
of  news ;  I  know  so  little,  and  the  papers  so  much,  that  I  could  only 
repeat  their  information  with  not  half  their  eloquence.  All  last  week 
I  was  confined  with  a  great  cold  which  I  thought  it  impossible  for 
me  to  catch,  not  having  had  a  genuine  one  these  five  or  six  years ; 
I  mean,  not  more  than  what  I  call  a  cold  when  I  want  an  excuse 
for  not  doing  what  I  have  not  a  mind  to  do ;  I  was  blooded  in 
spite  of  the  gouf  s  teeth,  and  yet  am  well  again. 

I  hear  you  have  finished  a  third  book  of  the  ' Garden; '  thank 
the  Muses  you  seldom  do  anything  when  you  have  nothing  to  do. 
It  seems  I  am  to  learn  your  deeds  firom  second  and  third  hands. 
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Ab  I  suppose  you  care  more  about  authors  than  politicians,  I  shall 
begin  with  the  former.  '  The  Battle  of  Hastings/ — or  rather  one 
side  of  it,  for  not  a  Norman  appears,  has  been  acted.  I  haye  not 
seen  it ;  the  acooimts  are  a  little  like  a  charade,  for  they  say,  the 
first  part  makes  one  cry,  the  latter  laugh,  and  the  whole  sleep.  It 
will  soon  be  gathered  in  due  chronologic  order  to  its  predecessor 
•Alfied.' 

I  forgot  till  I  had  filled  my  sheet  to  answer  your  question  about 
Lord  Pigot,  and  then  it  was  not  worth  while  to  tap  a  new  page,  as 
the  account  was  contradicted.  It  is  now  confirmed.  I  know  no 
more  than  you  see  in  the  newspapers,  and  thence  you  will  collect 
tiiat  there  has  been  more  than  meets  the  ear. 

The  enigma  of  the  day,  as  he  has  oft  been,  is  Lord  Chatham. 
He  has  quarrelled  with  General  Bockingham  on  the  question  of 
independence,  and  in  a  manner  declared  off;  yet  he  is  expected  to- 
day in  the  House  of  Lords  to  anathematise  the  new  levies.  There  is 
much  talk  too  of  his  coming  into  place,  which  I  doubt ;  eyerybody 
must  have  discovered  that  his  crutch  is  no  magic  wand,  and  if  the 
lame  leads  the  blind  it  is  not  the  way  of  shtmning  a  ditcL  Charles 
Fox  has  tumbled  old  Saturn  from  the  throne  of  oratory,  and  if  he 
has  not  all  the  dazzling  lustre,  has  much  more  of  the  solid  materials. 
They  say  nothing  ever  excelled  his  oration  agaiost  the  im/ariunate 
Minuter  [North],  who  was  truly  unfortunate  that  day,  for  had  Lord 
Gteorge  [Germaine]  been  present,  the  thunder  had  fallen  on  him. 
Charles's  speech  on  Monday  was  as  marvellous  for  method  and 
memory,  and  was  really  unanswerable,  for  not  one  of  the  Ministers 
knew  what  to  say,  and  so  said  nothing,  and  that  silence  cost  them 
many  votes.  In  short,  the  minority  amounted  to  above  an  htmdred 
and  sixty,  in  which  were  several  Tories.  It  is  supposed  the  inquiries 
wiU  be  put  to  a  violent  death,  which  will  be  very  weak,  for  the 
people  are  contented  with  whatever  is  discussed  and  voted,  but  grow 
impatient  when  their  ears  are  stopped  by  force. 

The  new  levies  are  like  Glendower's:  he  can  stamp  and  call 
spirits  from  the  vasty  deep ;  but  they  don't  come,  consequently  they 
WiU  not  go.  I  fencjr  the  American  WW  iB  pretty  near  an  end- 
I  mean  as  to  attempting  more  than  keepmg  what  remains.  I  don't 
think  there  will  be  a  French  war  y«^,  unless  we  chance  to  go  together 
by  the  ears  at  sea.    However,  it  hangs  by  a  thread. 

Having  now  given  you  the  quintessence  of  my  intelligence,  you 
see  it  would  not  have  made  one  more  letter  than  it  does.  I  shall 
reserve  a  vacuum  for  what  may  pass  to-day  in  the  Lords ;   but 
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I  have  rery  rarely  known  a  much-expected  debate  answer.  Chance 
is  as  much  mistrees  of  Orators  as  of  Generals ;  and  the  prepared 
engagements  of  both  frequently  turn  out  like  Sir  W.  Howe's  two 
BurvejfB  of  Washington's  army. 

Lord  Chatham  did  not  appear :  they  say,  he  has  the  gout,  but 
I  suppose  not  so  bad  but  he  could  hobble  to  the  end  of  the  Park 
[the  Queen's  House]  if  he  was  much  intreated.  I  have  heard  of 
nothing  particular  that  passed  in  either  House,  but  have  seen  nobody 
that  was  in  either ;  in  good  truth  I  am  litfle  curious  about  debates. 
The  ruin  has  gone  a  great  deal  too  far  to  make  Parliament  of  any 
consequence ;  speakers  may  amuse  themselyes  with  filling  up  the 
interstices  of  events,  but  when  a  house  is  fedling,  does  one  care 
who  painted  the  staircase  P  Tes,  Lord  Chatham  does.  Because  he 
once  raised  the  building  a  story  higher,  he  thinks  he  could  do  as 
much  when  the  foundations  hare  given  way.  Adieu !  I  long  to  see 
your  *  Gturden.'  I  am  forced  to  read  the  newspapers,  or  my  eyes 
would  starve,  yet  it  is  feeding  them  with  offals.' 

'to  THB  HOll.  HORAOB  WALPOIB. 

Atton,  Ft6,  e,  1778. 

I  Kvow  thee,  and  the  wickedneM  of  thy  heart !  Toa  would  hare  my  Opera  turned 
into  a  Tragedy.  I  know  the  speech  of  Sappho  would  bo  much  better  if  tamed  aa  yon 
wonld  liftTe  it  Bat  if  three  drops  of  cold  water  which  had  nerer  been  mixed  with  the 
nnehaste  ware  of  AlphKos  is  not  a  saiaclent  core  for  the  most  oatrageooa  lore  thai 
erer  was,  there  ia  no  fidth  in  mythology ;  all  the  reet  of  yoor  eritidam  I  aabmit  to, 
and  kiM  the  rod :  I  eren  will  ezponge  the  line  aboat  the  harp,  thongh  it  isa rerbaiim 
tranalation  of  a  fragment  of  Sappho. 

Aa  to  Giaidini,  look  you,  if  I  did  not  think  better  of  him  than  I  do  of  Handel,  my 
little  ahoemaker  woald  not  hare  had  the  benefit  he  will  hftre  (I  hope)  from  thU 
labour  of  my  brain.  Let  Handel*8  maaic  ribrate  on  the  tongh  dram  of  royal  ears ; 
I  am  for  none  of  it 

Howerer,  aa  I  am  now  frilly  employed  in  writing  a  Faat  Sermon  for  York  Minater, 
mnaie  and  operaa  most  be  Uin  by  for  a  season.  I  hope,  howerer,  yon  hftre  sent  the 
Act  to  Oiardini,  otherwise  he  will  think  I  hftre  cheated  him. 

Will  yoa  be  ftt  'Elfrida'  on  Saturday  night,  and  will  yon  eUp  like  a  dragmit 
I  hare  taken  more  pains  in  fitting  it  for  the  stage,  than  I  did  aboat '  Caractaeoa.'  On 
Wednesday  I  go  to  York  ;  pray  remember  to  direct  to  York,  to  yours 

Moat  fittthftilly, 

W.  Masos. 

VO  SHB  HOV.  HOEAOI  WALPOIA. 

AiUm,  Feb.  8, 1778. 
I  AM  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  reedTsd  to-daj.  Your  news  about  the 
'  English  Garden '  has  been  told  you  aa  imperfectly  aa  that  of  the  Opera.  It  is  far 
from  finished,  and  not  eren  fit  for  anybody's  inspeetion  at  present ;  when  it  is,  you 
shall  hear  more  from  me.  I  now  write  to  tell  you  a  atory  which  1  think  I  hsTe  told 
you  before,  but  which  the  debate  which  I  read  in  the  papers  about  Lord  Abingdon's 
motion,  makes  me  think  ought  to  be  more  public,  in  1745,  when  the  rebels  were  at 
Derby,  and  subscriptions  were  going  on  in  London,  a  oertain  (then)  BaRlater  *  ai 

'  Lord  Mansfield.— CuHiix«OHAH. 
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1T04.    TO  SIB  HORAOB  MAITK. 

JU.  6, 1778. 

It  is  odd,  that  in  the  heat  of  a  Parliamentary  campaign,  enlivened 
by  a  dyil  war,  I  should  have  nothing  particular  to  tell  you.  The 
troops  of  the  latter  are  gone  into  winter  quarters.  The  others  are  in 
the  field,  and  skirmish  erery  day.  If  any  of  the  generals  are 
wounded,  they  do  not  own  it.  Some  of  the  forces  of  the  larger  army 
have  deserted  to  the  enemy ;  and  on  Monday  the  numbers  of  the 
Opposition  mounted  to  an  hundred  and  sixty  odd.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  commonly  believed,  that  the  old  general  of  the  minority, 
Lford  Chatham,  is  to  command  the  King's  forces.  It  is  certain  that 
there  is  a  great  coolness  between  him  and  General  Rockingham, 
bat  I  think  that  disagreement  so  much  more  beneficial  to  the 
Court ;  and  I  see  so  little  advantage  to  be  acquired  by  gaining  an 
old  commander  without  soldiers,  so  firactious,  so  unsettled,  and  so 
impracticable,  that  I  shall  wonder  much  if  he  is  invited  to  take  the 
lead.    It  might  add  to  the  present  distractions,  and  could  cure  none. 

As  my  opinions  do  not  always  agree  with  the  majority  anywhere, 
it  is  not  nune  that  we  are  on  the  brink  of  a  French  war.  It  is 
needless  to  repeat  my  reasons ;  I  have  told  you  them  before. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester  has  again  been  out  of  order ;  but  not 
nearly  so  ill,  I  think,  as  some  thought,  or  as  I  have  seen  him. 
He  still  coughs  a  good  deaL  His  constitution  is  always  alarming, 
and  one  must  not  trust  too  much  to  the  wonderful  recoveries  he  has 
had ;  yet  perhaps  firequent  advertisements  are  not  contrary,  lest  his 
youth  and  courage  should  make  him  presume  too  mucL 

Thcee  paragraphs  are  the  quintessence  of  my  letter,  and  it  oug^t 
to  end  here,  were  it  a  decent  quantity :  yet  why  should  one  write 
more  than  one  has  to  say  f  A  letter  tells  you  I  am  not  negligent, 
though  perhaps  I  grow  lazy.  I  never  was  good  at  detailing.  The 
event  of  things  is  all  I  mind ;  which  I  own  does  not  help  con- 

LiDColn't  Inn  was  called  ap<m  bj  %  pariah  oAoer  for  hia  name,  ke. ;  he  waa  tieatod  aa 
a  man  ahonld  be  that  aoUdta  an  Ulegal  nnoonstitntional  anbacription.  The  rebels 
rsinaied  from  Derby.  The  barrister  flew  immediately  to  the  parish  officer's  honse  to 
pni  down  his  name ;  the  P.  0.  was  from  home,  had  lodged  np  the  book ;  a  blacksmith 
was  called  for  to  break  open  the  bnrean,  and  the  name  waa  inserted  !  This  parinh 
eflleer  liTed  either  in  Long  Acre,  or  Great  Queen  Street  This  I  had  from  good 
aathoriiy  two  years  sgo,  and  waa  told  the  fiMt  might  yet  be  authenticated.    Adien. 

I  wrote  a  long  letter  two  posts  ago.  W.  Masov. 
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yersation.  I  leaye  you  ignorant  of  nothing  dedsive.  The  present 
inquiries  in  Parliament  into  the  oonduot  of  the  war  I  look  on  as  a 
tale  of  a  tub.  The  Mmisters  giye  themselTes  up  to  be  teazed,  more 
to  amuse  their  antagonists  than  inform  them;  and  the  latter  are 
pleased  with  making  speeches.  But  can  all  this  make  peace,  or 
cany  on  the  warP  Neither:  but  the  inability  of  making  either 
will  produce  other-guess  eyents,  and  they  wUl  be  serious. 

These  are  my  poHtics,  which  I  adopt  from  no  side,  and  preach  to 
nobody.  They  are  of  not  much  use  eyen  to  myself;  for  I  am  not 
of  an  age  to  trouble  myself  about  what  is  to  happen.  When  one 
talks  of  the  times,  one  must  think  something ;  and,  isoU  as  I  am,  it 
is  more  natural  to  look  at  the  affairs  of  nations  than  at  the  feathers 
and  fashions  of  the  young,  though  perhaps  as  graye  a  subject  I 
would  neither  be  boyish  nor  morose.  Age,  without  any  study  on 
my  part,  has  giyen  me  great  indifference,  and  yet  has  been  so  good 
as  to  leaye  me  spirits  enough  to  be  tranquil  and  to  amuse  myselfl 
It  is  enough,  not  to  wish  to  liye  or  die. 


1705.    TO  THE  BBV.  WILLIAM  MASOK. 

AHingUm  Streei,  Wtb.  \%  177S. 

I  HAyB  receiyed  two  letters  frt)m  you,  one  of  the  6th,  and  another 
of  the  8th,  but  not  the  long  one  you  mention ;  for  the  first  was  but 
of  twenty-fiye  hues,  and  the  latter  of  twenty-three,  neither  of  which 
I  should  think  a  long  one  from  anybody  frt)m  whom  I  liked  to  hear 
at  all,  much  less  shall  you  pretend  Uiat  one  page  is  to  pass  for 
length;  yet  I  conclude  you  haye  written  none  fliat  I  haye  not 
receiyed.  Howeyer,  I  answer  you  immediately,  that  you  may  ascer- 
tain the  fact,  and  I  wish  for  the  friture  you  would  keep  the  dates  of 
the  letters  you  do  write,  long  or  short 

I  will  not  talk  now  of  the  story  you  mention,  which  I  not 
only  know,  but  remember  happening.  Basta  I  there  will  be  a 
time. 

I  am  dismally  afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  go  to  '  Elfrida'  on 
Saturday.  My  cold,  that  I  thought  gone,  is  worse,  with  the  addition 
of  a  sore  throat  I  haye  not  been  out  of  my  doors  these  two  days, 
and  as  putrid  sore  throats  are  yery  rife,  of  which  one  of  Lord 
Bute's  daughters  is  dead,  I  am  afiraid  of  ripening  mine  to  one. 
I  am  a  little  sorry  you  bestow  your  word^i  not  only  on  folk  that 
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cannot  act,  but  on  yoioes  that  cannot  articulate.  If  *  Sappho'  is  to 
be  sung,  I  wish  it  were  by  Italians,  for  from  the  paina  they  take  to 
apeak  English,  they  pronoonoe  more  distinoily  than  our  natiyes. 

I  sent  your  Act  to  GKardini,  and  wish  he  may  make  it  disooorse 
most  eloquent  music  His  yiolin  to  be  sure  will  make  a  long 
soliloquy ;  but  though  I  like  Handel,  I  am  not  bigoted.  I  thought 
Dryden's  Ode  more  harmonious  before  he  set  it  than  after,  yet  he 
had  expression ;  and  I  prefer  Charles  Fox's  *  native  wood  notes '  to 
Burke's  feigned  voioe,  though  it  goes  to  the  highest  pitch  of  the 
gamut  of  wit 

Apropos,  his  last  Friday's  parody'  of  Burgoyne's  talk  with  the 
Indians,  was  the  ehefd^ctuvre  of  wit,  humour,  and  just  satire,  and 
almost  sufiEocated  Lord  North  himself  with  laughter ;  as  his  pathetic 
description  of  the  barbarities  of  the  Ois-atlantic  army 

Drew  iron  lean  down  Btn^'s  eheek. 

I  wish  I  could  give  you  an  idea  of  that  superlative  oration.  He 
was  pressed  to  priut  it,  but  says  he  has  not  time  during  the  session. 
How  cold,  how  inadequate  will  be  my  fragment  of  a  sketch  from 
second,  third,  and  thousandth  hands ;  yet  I  must  send  you  a  bit  of 
a  daub  with  probably  even  the  epithets  wrong  or  misplaced,  though 
each  was  picturesque.  Well,  though  I  can  neither  draw  nor  colour, 
invenieB  etiam  disjecta  membra.  Hurlothrumbo  exhorted  seventeen 
Indian  nations,  who  so  far  from  understanding  the  Hurlothrumbic 
dialect,  are  probably  almost  as  ignorant  of  English ;  he  exhorted 
them  by  the  dictates  of  our  holy  religion,  and  by  their  reverence  for 
our  constitution,  to  repair  to  his  Majesty's  standard.  **  Where  was 
that  P  "  said  Burke :  **  on  board  Lord  Dunmore's  ship  ; " — and  he 
exhorted  them  (I  suppose  by  the  same  divine  and  human  laws)  not 
to  touch  the  hair  of  the  head  of  man,  woman,  or  child,  while  living, 
though  he  was  willing  to  deal  with  them  fbr  scalps  of  the  dead,  being 
a  nice  and  distinguished  judge  between  the  scalp  taken  from  a  dead 
person  and  the  head  of  a  person  that  dies  of  being  scalped.  **  Let  us 
state  this  Christiem  exhortation  and  Christian  injunction,"  said 
Burke,  **  by  a  more  family  picture.  Suppose  there  was  a  riot  on  Tower 
Hill,  what  would  the  Keeper  of  his  Majesty's  Lions  do  ?  would  he  not 
fling  open  the  dens  of  the  wild  beasts,  agj^  then  address  them  thusP 

'  Kmiary  tUi,  Wonderfbl  ipeech  of  Bargojne's  inyitation  to  Indiana ;  his  wit 
nsde  North,  Rigby,  and  Minitten  langh ;  his  pathos  drew  tears  down  BarrC*  s  cheeks. 
-^Horace  WtdpMs  MS.  NoU  in  BuB9eir$  Fox,  1 171.-- Cvhitiiiohah. 
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My  gentle  ions,  my  humane  bean,  my  sentimental  wolreSy  my 
tender-hearted  hysBnas,  go  forth ;  bat  I  exhort  ye,  as  ye  are  Ohris- 
tiana  and  members  of  a  eiyilised  society,  to  take  oare  not  to  hurt 
man,  woman,  or  child,  Ac  Ac**  Barry's  codicil  was  to  threaten 
to  paste  on  churches  this  memorable  talk  mider  the  injunctions 
of  the  bishops  for  a  Fast.  Gk>Yemor  Johnstone  said  he  rejoiced 
there  were  no  strangers  in  the  gallery,  as  Burke's  speech  would 
have  excited  them  to  tear  the  Ministers  to  pieces  as  they  went 
out  of  the  House;  the  Ministers  are  much  more  afraid  of 
losing  their  places.  Eloquence,  like  music,  is  too  much  improrod 
in  our  days  to  have  any  of  their  old  effects  on  the  passions  of  a 
large  audience. 

Vaila  a  truly  long  letter.    I  leave  the  application  to  your  con- 
science. 


170«.    TO  THB  SBY.  WILLIAM  MASOK. 

jM.  is,  1778. 

I  HAVE  two  small  morsels  of  news  to  tell  you,  and  do  not  know 
which  you  will  choose  to  hear  first  As  you  cannot  choose  without 
knowing,  it  would  be  yain  to  wait  for  your  answer,  especially  as  I 
cannot  state  them  without  preferring  one  to  the  other.  Iricisms,  it 
is  true,  are  not  out  of  fashion.  Naa  seigneurs  the  Peers  will  not  vote 
truisms  to  be  true,  lest  they  should  betray  the  weakness  of  the 
nation,  though  those  truisms,  and  the  reason  for  not  asserting  them, 
are  giyen  in  erery  newspaper,  which  newspapers  are  read  in  every 
oofiEidc-house  in  Paris.  £rgo  their  Lordships  suppose  that  France 
supposes  herself  to  know  nothing  but  what  appears  in  the  votes. 

As  a  loyal  subject  and  freeman  of  Parnassus,  I  must  believe  that 
you  interest  yourself  more  in  Heliconian  affairs  than  in  the  politics 
of  the  late  empire  of  Cheat  Britain.  I  therefore  announce  to  you  the 
arrival  of  Voltaire  at  Paris.  Tes ;  there  he  is.  Probably  recalled 
firom  exih  to  raise  a  regiment  of  infidels  for  the  defence  of  holy  Church. 

The  other  event  would  not  be  worth  mentioning,  but  for  its 
novelty.  In  that  light,  to  be  sure,  no  parallel  instance  is  to  be  found 
in  ancient  or  modem  history,  whether  Ammonite,  Jewish,  Chaldean, 
Egyptian,  Chinese,  Greek,  Roman,  Constantinopolitan,  Frank, 
French,  British,  Saxon,  Piot,  Ossianite,  Mogul,  Indian,  or  English, 
(all  which  I  have  examined  carefully  this  morning  to  no  purpose,) 
nay,  in  the  tales  of  the  fairies,  in  which  I  am  still  more  deejdy 
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▼eraed,  I  find  nothing  similar.  You  perliapsy  who  have  all  eodeai- 
astioal  hirtoiy  at  your  fingers'  ends,  may  reooUeot  something 
i^roaohing  to  the  transaction  of  ffe$terdQiy  ike  17M  of  FAruary^  a 
day  of  oonfesBon  and  hmniUationy  that  will  be  remembered  as  long 
as  the  name  of  England  exists.  Yesterday,  Feb.  17,  did  the 
whole  Administration,  by  the  month  of  their  spokesman,  Lord 
North,  no,  no,  not  resign ;  on  the  contrary,  try  to  keep  thmr  places 
by  a  fall  and  ample  confession  of  all  their  feiults,  and  by  a  still  more 
extraordinary  act, — ^by  doing  fall  justice  both  to  America  and  to  the 
Opposition, — by  allowing  that  Uie  former  are  no  cowards  nor 
conqnerable, — ^that  they  are  no  Bebels,  for  the  new  Commissioners 
are  to  treat  with  the  Congress  or  anybody,  and,  by  asking  pardon  by 
effects,  L  e.  the  cancelling  all  offensiye  acts,  and  by  acknowledging 
the  independence  of  the  thirteen  provinces,  not  verhaUy  yet  ri#itMi%. 
These  were  Lord  North's  words.  To  the  Opposition  fiill  justice  is 
done;  for  if  the  Administration  has  becoi  in  the  wrong  from 
beginning  to  end,  their  opponents  must  have  been  a  little  in  the 
right. 

The  fSeialts  of  the  Administration,  according  to  their  own  calcu- 
lation, are  ^iM>;  one  of  being  misinformed,  the  other  of  persLsting  in 
a  mere  point  of  honour.  Some  will  perhaps  think  they  have  been 
guilty  of  two  more ; — ^the  destruction  of  twenty*four  thousand  lives 
on  their  own  side,  and  Lord  knows  how  many  thousands  on  f  other, 
with  the  burning  of  towns,  desolation  of  the  country,  and  the  expense 
cf  above  thirty  millions  of  money ;  the  second  consists  of  two  parts 
— ^rejection  of  all  proposals  of  accommodation  offered  by  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  the  delay  of  offering  terms  themselves  till  they  knew  it  was 
too  late;  for  Lord  North  was  asked*  if  he  did  not  know  that  the  treaty 
between  the  Americans  and  France  is  signed?  He  would  not 
answer  till  Sir  George  Saville  hallooed  out,  **  An  answer,  an  answer, 
an  answer ! ''  His  Lordship  then  rose,  could  not  deny  the  fiict,  but 
said  he  did  not  know  it  offldaUy;  that  is,  I  suppose,  it  does  not  stand 
on  the  votes  of  the  Parliament  at  Paris. 

What  shall  I  saymoreP  thoughtfaisisnothalf  of  that  ignominious 
seventeenth  of  February.  The  measure  passed  nemim  eardradiemU. 
The  Tories  gulped  their  shame,  the  rest  pocketed.  Note.  The 
Opposition  approved  an  attempt  at  peace,  though  a  hopeless  one. 
Charles  Fox  congratulated  himself  on  having  converted  Lord  North. 

*  Bj  fox.  "Uj  eoiuin,  Thomas  Walpole,  had  awpialnted  me  that  the  treaty  with 
fnaee  was  •igiied.''--fiM  WalpM$  imporkmt  M&  NaU  tN  BuueiFit  i  uc.  i.  171— 
CpamaHAM. 
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The  papers  will  tell  yon  {he  rest  If  anything  cotild  deepen  this 
recantation  of  wilful  oriminaltjr,  it  is  that  it  was  extorted  at  last  by 
the  urgency  of  the  moment ;  in  short,  to  prevent  this  pretended 
spirit  of  pacification  from  being  anticipated  by  France's  notification 
of  her  alliance  with  the  American  States  to  all  Europe ; — ^what  if  by 
a  declaration  of  war  I  Her  troops  are  in  full  march  to  the  coast, 
the  Due  de  Lauzun  recalled  hence  and  ordered  to  be  in  France  by 
the  26th.  How  one  blushes  to  be  an  Englishman !  to  be  a  country- 
man of  the  majority  I  I  have  no  comfort  but  that  I  am  not  a  Scot. 

A  nighfs  r^  has  not  dissipated  the  astonishment  of  mankind. 
Everybody  that  comes  in  stares,  and  cannot  express  himself.  Who 
can  at  once  reconcile  a  supplication  of  alliance  with  the  high  and 
mighty  States  of  America,  with  a  total  improbability  of  obtaining  it  P 
and  ttie  fedntest  hope  of  peace,  with  a  prospect  of  a  war  with 
France  P  How,  an  acknowledgment  of  independence,  with  a 
pretension  of  supplies,  or  a  suspension  of  the  war  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  with  any  intention  of  renewing  it,  when  the  Americans  shall 
have  had  time  to  settle  their  government  and  recruit  P  but  who  can 
digest  all  the  contradictions  into  which  the  Government  plunges 
every  day  P 

Who  can  believe  what  I  have  read  in  the  papers  to-day  P — that 
one  Hutton,  a  Moravian,  has  been  despatched  to  Paris  to  fling  himself 
at  Dr.  Franklin's  feet  and  sue  for  forgiveness  P  it  is  said  that  the 
man  fell  on  the  Doctor's  neck  with  tears,  and  implored  Peace.  Wbat 
triumph  on  one  side  I  what  humiliation  on  the  other !  Will  princes 
still  listen  to  those  vile  flatterers  who  fascinate  them  with  visions  of 
empire,  that  terminate  in  such  mortifications  P  for  the  philosopher 
replied,  '^  It  is  too  late." 

One  cannot  rein  one's  pen  at  such  a  moment :  it  runs  away  with 
moralities ;  but  I  will  stiiSe  common-place  reflections.  Shall  I  not 
appear  a  tnfler  if  I  can  mix  any  thing  else  with  such  thoughts  P  yet 
having  crossed  over  into  a  fomih  page,  I  will  fill  up  the  remainder 
with  two  bagatelles;  one  was  a  story  related  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Somebody  passing  along  tibe  road  in  Scotland,  heard 
great  outcries,  and  lamentation,  and  complaints  of  violence.  He 
stopped  to  inquire  the  cause ;  another  person  replied, ''  Oh,  they  are 
only  making  volunteers,"  i.  e.  pressing  volunteers. 

I  have  waded  through  'Alfred.'  The  author  says  it  has  been 
objected  that  he  has  tamed  a  legislator  into  a  lover  in  a  novel,  but 
he  pleads  that  Alfred  had  probably  been  in  love.  The  same  excuse 
would  apologise  for  representing  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  not  as  a 
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Iwrn,  but  elabtormif  ia  lu8  dotige.    In  tiia  play  iisalf  I  ftiittl  tUi 
ii]i6»  snd  hoKfe  ^wtitlen  in  tke  tfde-pagt  as  a  motto^ 

I riMM  lupriM  yon  maoh;  agr  name U  Alfred; 

nine  18 

Toms  most  smoerelj, 

H-W. 
P.S.  Pray  tell  me  yon  reoeire  iliis.* 


I  DO  ndt  katfw  Immt  4e  V8i4  tlM  folbwiiig  Mter;  howtogaim 
«wKt  With  yoal  lEow sball  I  iatiiaiie  to  faat  that yoa  m«st  lower 
your  tepsaJH  waiva  jon  imperial  dignity,  and  strike  to  the  ooloiaa 
^  dM  tUiteen  Uaked  PfOTinoes  cf  AmMka  P  Do  not  tremUe,  and 
imagine  tlMit  WaiAinglioii  has  dafeated  Qeneral  Howe,  and  drivea 
liim  eat  of  PkSadelpUa ;  or  that  Gates  has  taken  another  army ;  or 

^fO  ffHl  BOS.  BOmAOB  WAUOU. 

DiAB  Bi^  Tori,  M.  28,  ITTS. 

Ae  many  mflUom  of  timika  are  dae  to  yoa  for  your  two  leiten  of  the  12th  and 
18th,  partieularly  for  the  laat^  aa  there  hare  been  milliona  of  money  spent  in  order  to 
penaade  the  Ametkaaa  «a  fSilnlft  aa  ie  admowMse  their  Independent.  But 
I  have  haidly  time  la  p^y  yon,  and  nothing  b«t  thanka  to  pay  yon  withaL  I  am 
deeply  engnsed  In  my  IWat  Benneii,  whieh  is  to  be  preaehed  en  Friday,  and  not  half 
finidiad  yei  My  tot  li  takan  oat  af  the  book  of  the  Lamentatlona  of  the  PMphet 
Jenmlahf  and  iaaa  Mtows: 

Abroad  the  aword  bereaToth, 
At  home  there  la  aa  death, 

whidi  yonperofllTa  naa  feiy  mndeaHy,  and  efsn  lyiioaQy^ 

Twaa  whan  the  aeaa  ware  roaring 
With  hollow  UaaU  af  wind. 


IfallByperiadahatiasBaMsiltythmn^I  don't  donbt  the  SenoMn  will  ha?e  an 
■aaoauMn  «flbet  on  the  earn  af  oar  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen.  To  be  aerioaa, 
I  mean  to  wrila It  with eaNb  lait  I  ahoald  Snd  U  naeeeniyto  print  it;  forthUUn 
Tory  town,  thong^  there  la  a  Bockinghsm  elnb  in  it^  and  I  qneition  not  bat  they 
win  be  ready  to  mlarepreaant  it^  however  maeU  virtiae.  This  la  no  Ume  to  be  mealy- 
■MNithed  In. 

My  v«iy  prineipal  Tlqiln  to  wllhia  a  Imt  waaka  of  h«r  tlflMi,and'fllfrida'  [Mm. 
HarUqr]hamiflaefallgedtogoto  Bath,p€ffaapatolleintoo;  ao  I  foncy  the  repxa- 
pantatlon  af  my  tagedy  wlU  be  paatponed  tlU  next  winter,  and  wiU  probably  be 
performed  fai  the  OpemHonaawhkh  Sheridan  and  HaRiohaTeboaghk  lamrathar 
pleaaed  at  thia,  aa  it  will  be  more  likely  then  and  there  to  have  liir  play.  I  write 
thia  on  a  eheet  of  paper  on  which  my  friend  Mr.  Bnigh  had  prerloni^  traneeribed 
the  atory  I  mentioned  to  yon.  If  yon  are  eariona  to  hare  it  better  authenticated,  wt 
vlll  azamiae  Martin  LntWa  Woika  for  the  pnrpoae.  Fkay  don't  eonnt  the  Uneo  la 
woii.  Tii.  a 
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ihat  Porismoaiib  is  inyested  by  an  Amerioan  fleet  No :  no  military 
new  event  has  occasioned  this  reyolution.  The  saorifioe  has  been 
made  on  the  altar  of  Peace.  Stop  again :  peace  is  not  made,  it  is 
only  implored, — and,  I  fear,  only  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  In 
ahorti  yesterday,  February  17th,  a  most  memorable  era,  Lord  North 
opened  his  Conciliatory  Plan, — no  partial,  no  collusiye  one.  In  as 
few  words  as  I  can  use,  it  solicits  peace  with  the  States  of  America : 
it  haggles  on  no  terms ;  it  acknowledges  the  Congress,  or  anybody 
that  pleases  to  treat ;  it  confesses  errors,  misinformation,  ill-success, 
and  impossibility  of  conquest ;  it  disclaims  taxation,  desires  com- 
merce, hopes  for  assistance,  allows  the  independence  of  America,  not 
Terbally,  yet  yirtually,  and  suspends  hostilities  till  June  1779.  It 
does  a  littie  more :  not  verbatty,  but  virtuaUy,  it  confesses  that  the 
Opposition  have  been  in  the  right  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

The  warmest  Amft^^^M^  cannot  deny  but  these  gracious  condescen- 
sioBS  are  ample  enough  to  content  that  whole  continent ;  and  yet, 
my  firiend,  such  accommodating  facility  had  one  defect, — it  came  too 
late.  The  treaty  between  the  high  and  mighty  States  and  France 
is  signed ;  and  instead  of  peace,  we  must  expect  war  with  the  high 
allies.  The  French  army  is  come  to  the  coast»  and  their  officers 
here  are  recalled. 

The  House  of  Commons  embraced  the  plan,  and  voted  it,  nemine 

this  latter  to  twit  m«  for  my  brefity,  for  indaed  I  haie  nothing  more  to  nj ;  ind 
wbat  with  twice  a  day  prayen,  chaptwe,  and  lettling  of  finee,  and  Tiiita  from  the 
gently  of  the  plaoe,  who  always  make  them  at  the  most  inoonrenient  timee,  I  am 
raUly  almost  aa  ftilly  and  as  u^Eblly  employed  aa  if  I  was  Sir  Gray  Cooper. 

BelieTe  me  ever  you% 

W.  Miflov. 

^  The  following  tale  is  extracted  i^m  a  book  entitled  '  Meditations  of  a  diyine 
Bool,  or  the  Christian's  Guide  amidst  the  Tarioos  opinions  of  a  Tain  world/  printed  In 
London  for  John  Kersey,  1708»  oetaro.  The  tale  is  ascribed  to  Martin  Lnther,  bat 
without  any  referenoe  to  the  portion  of  his  writings  from  which  it  is  taken. 

**  I  knew  a  young  man  in  the  dty  of  Brfturdt  who  used  his  utmost  effbrts  to 
debauch  a  damsel  that  waited  upon  his  mother,  insomuch  that  this  gentlewoman 

being  inftwmed  by  the  same  damsel  of  her  son's  design,  resolTed  to  prevent  him,  fte. 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  In  process 
of  time  the  mother  took  her  daughter  home,  aa  if  she  were  the  ddld  of  a  stranger, 
who  was  of  so  delicate  a  oomplezion  and  of  so  obliging  a  behaTiour  that  the 
son  fell  in  lore  with  her,  and  married  her  with  the  mother's  oonsent^  neither  of  them 
knowing  anything  at  all  of  the  matter;  so  that  she  was  hit  daughter,  sister,  and  wifa 
But  the  judgment  of  God  soon  oTcrtook  the  mother's  horrid  crime,  and  leU  heavy 
■pon  the  son  for  his  form«r  wi^edness." 


^  This  extract  is  in  the  writing  of  Mr.  Uufgh.~MnvoaD 
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etmtradieente.  It  is  to  pass  both  Houses  with  a  rapidity  that  will  do 
everything  bat  overtake  time  past  All  the  world  is  in  astonishment. 
As  my  letter  will  not  set  out  till  the  day  after  to-morrow,  I  shall 
have  time  to  tell  you  better  what  is  thought  of  this  amaring  step. 

In  sooih  I  cannot  tell  yon  whatis  thonghi  Nobody  knows  what  to 
tiiinL  To  leap  at  once  firom  an  obstinacy  of  four  years  to  a  total 
concession  of  everything ;  to  stoop  so  low,  without  hopes  of  being 
fergiven — who  can  understand  such  a  transformation  P  I  must  leave 
3rou  in  all  your  wonderment;  for  the  cloud  is  not  dispersed.  When 
it  shall  be,  I  doubt  it  will  discover  no  serene  prospect  I  All  that 
Temains  certain  is,  that  America  is  not  only  lost  but  given  up.  We 
must  no  longer  give  ourselves  Gontinentel  airs !  I  fear  even  our 
trident  will  find  it  has  lost  a  considerable  prong. 

I  have  lived  long,  but  never  saw  such  a  day  as  last  Tuesday ! 
From  the  first,  I  augured  ill  of  this  American  war ;  yet  do  not 
suppose  that  I  boast  of  my  penetration.  Far  was  I  from  expecting 
such  a  conclusion !  Conclusion ! — y  aammea  nous  f  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment have  made  a  war,  but  cannot  repeal  one.  They  have  provoked 
— ^not  terrified;  and  Washington  and  Gates  have  respected  the 
£^>eaker's  mace  no  more  than  Oliver  Cromwell  did. 

You  shall  hear  as  events  arise.  I  diflclaim  all  sagadty,  and 
pretend  to  no  foresighi  It  is  not  an  Englishman's  talent.  Even 
the  second  sight  of  the  Scots  has  proved  a  little  purblind. 

Have  you  heard  that  Voltaire  is  actually  in  Paris  f '  Perhaps 
soon  you  will  learn  French  news  earlier  than  I  can. 

Wliat  scenes  my  letters  to  you  have  touched  on  for  eight-and- 
thirty  years  I  I  arrived  here  at  the  eve  of  the  termination  of  my 
fsUher's  hi^py  reign.  The  Rebellion,  as  he  foresaw,  followed ;  and 
much  disgrace.  Another  war  ensued,  with  new  disgraces.  And 
then  broke  forth  Lord  Chatham's  sun;  and  all  was  glory  and 
extensive  empire.  Nor  tranquillity  nor  triumph  are  our  lot  now  I 
The  womb  of  time  is  not  with  child  of  a  mouse, — ^but  adieu  I  I 
shall  probably  write  again  before  you  have  digested  half  the  medi- 
tations this  letter  will  have  conjured  up. 

1  Mtdama  dm  D«flkad  liad  wiiiton  to  Walpole  on  the  lOUi— "YoltAin  anirtd  hen 
yeiterdfty,  §X  four  in  the  afternoon,  with  hit  nieee  Madame  Dmia.  I  wrote  liiin  a 
abort  note,  to  which  he  haa  retained  thia  anawer : — '  J'arriTe  mort,  et  je  ne  veax 
learaaeiter  qne  poor  me  Jetter  anx  genonx  de  Madame  la  Maiqniae  da  Deffitnd.' '  '— 
Wuoflt. 
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17M.   90  THl  BIT,  WIUiAK  IU80X. 

ilWuipfoM  iSHr^  Jfordk  i,  177S. 

It  is  not  from  having  anything  new  to  tell  you  that  I  write  yon 
a  few  lines,  bnt  to  ask  haw  I  may  send  yon  half*a-doflseii  more 
gauttes  KtUraireif  for  I  oondnda  your  Yarelsts  aie  in  town* 
There  is  no  hnrry  about  fliem;  they  will  always  be  equally  new  to 
yoUy  and  not  be  much  so  neiflier.  You  will  fifid  in  them  the 
following  pretty  riddle,  wliidi  I  had  eeen  befixre: 

Uotgnl  de  Vobjei  que  j'aima^ 
Lvi  96«1  oahne  mon  ennid ; 
n  «ii  pliii  btam  ^ne  Fimtwr  mlBit 
Mall  #U«  ^  plw  be]]0  406  laL 

The  word  is  ^kportrait^  and  is  rather  too  enigmatic^  for  one  must 
know  the  solution^  to  find  any  sense  in  elh.  I  have  translated  it» 
but  as  we  hare  no  genders  it  is  impossible  to  render  M  and  tUe; 
my  imitation  perhaps  makes  it  too  dear: 

From  ilia  dMr  otsfMi  of  nj  AtmoM 
B#au>ved»  I  sttU  thai  oljeet  Ma 
As  fidr  ai  lore  Us«lf  H  MeiBS : 
y et  tks  b  ftirar  ilitt  itea  to 

I  wish  you  would  try  it;  you  will  have  better  suooess.  I  have 
made  anotfier  Enigma  on  the  same  subject,  but  cannot  tdl  whether 
it  is  good  or  bad,  for  how  can  one  tell  whether  a  riddle  is  difficult 
to  guess,  when  one  knows  the  subject  beforehandP  but  do  not  I  lay 
you  under  the  same  difiSiculty,  U  vaici  ! 

I  wwlmfcil  all  hoiim,  ysk  kave  aane. 

BodUa  give  clia4ow%  ihadowa  gira  me  oas 

JiOYad  for  anoihei^8  lalca ;  that  penoa  jtk 

b  my  aUaf  aaamj  whana'ar  wa  meet; 

Thiaka  ma  too  ol^  though  hleat  with  aadlam  yoath. 

And  like  a  mooai^  hatea  my  spealdiig  truth. 

The  two  middle  TOfaes  are  Tsry  bad  I  know. 

I  agree  with  you ;  there  is  no  ham  in  Mrs.  B^rida  Hartley's 
pregnancy.  Your  drama  could  not  be  well  represented  by  the  set  at 
OoTcnt  Oaiden ;  not  Htmk  the  union  of  the  two  eonipftniea  will  make 
one  goodt  yet  will  be  a  better  than  the  worse  half.  Howerer,  I 
doubt  whether  the  old  saying  will  prove  true  in  your  oaa^  that 
ee  qui  eri  diffkri  n'est  pa$  perdu.    My  reason  I  gave  six  weeks  ago 
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to  Le  Texier.  He  was  oonsultinf  lEd  whether  I  thought  it  would  be 
adyantageous  for  Um  to  take  the  Opertk  Hoise  on  the  present  plan 
(on  which  the  other  managers  have  outbidden  him):  I  replied,  ''Otis 

The  two  conoiliatory  WHb  Bte  so  itetf  yielding,  that  nothing  but 
the  immediate  dread  of  a  French  war,  or  flie  impossibility  of  raising 
money  to  maintain  the  armies  and  fleets  in  ijuerica,  could  have 
reconciled  the  Oourt  to  such  yast  ccmcesnonsy  if  they  are  sincere 
in  the  desire  of  treating,  which,  notwithstanding  wiser  men  than 
I  believe  them,  I  doubt  I  can  see  obvious  reasons  for  seeming  to 
treat:  I  hear  none  to  peisnade  me  that  the  Americans  will  treat 
Lord  Garlisle  is  named  one  of  the  OominissioneBS^  and  is  yeiy  fit 
to  make  a  treaty  that  will  mot  be  made. 

Voltaire  came  to  Paris  without  kave,  b«t  they  say  has  received 
an  indulgent  promise  from  Monsr.  doMamr^as^  that  he  shall  not  be 
mdested.  SQb  diief  object  was  te  get  »  new  play  acted,  which  he 
calls  '  Iren*; '  it  was  Alexis  Comnene,  but  the  latter  word  sounded 
too  harrii.  He  has  half  dei^tched  himself  with  reading  this  piece 
to  the  aotofSy  and  thinks  of  nothing  else  except  of  being  received  by 
the  King  and  Queen,  which  Madame  du  Deffioid,  who  has  made 
him  two  visits,  thinks  he  will  not  obtain^  I  should  like  to  have 
been  present  at  this  interview  of  the  two  only  surviving  lilies  of 
the  ffidf  de  Loui$  Quaiarae;  yet  he  is  more  oceuped  with  the 
danddinas  of  the  present  age. 

I  aa  voy  thankfid  for  the  extract  Mr.  Burgh  gave  hknself  the 
trouble  to  sen4  me,  and  am  satisfied.  Mr&  Delany  had  heaird  o£ 
flsd  kfliited  cm  seeing  the  Tragedy.  I  knew  how  it  wvuld  sheok 
hm  ds^oat  dalioaey^  She  letamed  It  with  comjdiments,  but  wav 
sorry  the  sri^eet  weidd  eondwaii  it  te  oUivies — perhaps  so ;  and 
iti  waan  iiitfirasa  demerits,  but  I  do  not  think  being  acted  will  save 
many  of  its  oontemporaiiiei!  I  am  isipatient  to  see  your  Sennon^ 
Did  you  observe  a  passage  in  the  Fast  Service  that  has  diverted 
peo{^  mueh^  as  it  came  out  just  after  the  nemine  eontradiomte  ob 
the  pacific  bills.  **  Then  all  tiie  peqple  shall  say  (rfter  the  minMer,, 
Turn  us,  O  Lord»  and  so  shall  we  be  turned" 

I  am  tempted  to  sign  my  name  m  French,  fiir  the  pleasure  oi 
Quoting  the  fbHowing  lines  from  Yoltaiie's  *  Indiscret,'  the  ridiculous 
purts  ef  whudi  suit  me  exactly ; 

TftiflnroH. 
le  vieux  Seigneur  flonoe 
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D«im 


TdU  Man  it  qnot  J«  m'a 
HonM  est  nn  Tianz  fon.  plntAt  qs'sn  Ticnz  Mlgnrar, 
ToBt  dumuTt  d'oignail,  pMri  d'lui  &az  honneiir, 
Ambs  bu  ft  U  coar,  importut  It  Ift  Wile 
St  nen  m^ni  fgnonat  qnll  Taut  panltn  habila. 

HuEACE. 


ITM.    TO  SIB  HORACE  MAITN. 

ArUngimt  Sn^  UarA  S.  17T8. 

YoUH  letter,  my  dear  Sir,  which  I  receiTed  two  days  ago,  ie  dated 
the  7^  of  last  month ;  and  yon  there  speak  witli  great  distrust  of 
seeing  Lady  Luoy  again.  I  fear  your  forebodings  were  too  well 
foonded ;  for  it  is  said  here  that  she  is  actually  dead.*  I  had  heard 
so  ten  days  ago,  bat  flattered  mys^  that  it  was  not  true.  Now  I 
see  it  mentioned  in  the  papers.  Ab  yon  only  just  knew  her  enongh 
to  lore  and  lament  her,  I  am  sorry  yon  ever  did  see  her  I  Tour 
nephew  will  feel  the  loss  of  bo  amiable  a  woman ;  and  yet  it  ib 
bettor  for  him  that  it  ia  over ;  as  he  was  only  witness  to  her  decay, 
and  perpetually  tortured  with  fears  and  donbta.  Hi^  behayiovr  is 
exceedingly  honourable  to  him,  and  discoven  a  true  Mann't  heart, 
— unluckily,  to  make  that  expression  just,  it  is  necenaiy  to  double 
the  n.  I  hare  talked  to  you  philosophically  on  the  vanity  (^  being 
attached  to  ttie  continuation  of  bmilies ;  yet  it  ia  so  natontl,  and  I 
am  so  sosoeptiUe  of  that  vani^,  that  I  look  forward  to  your  nephew's 
marrying  again,  and  having  an  heir  to  linton. 

Ton  will  have  been  impatient  for  the  oonseqnenoes  of  Lord 
N'orth's  Conciliatory  Plan.  The  substantial  oonaequenoes  cannot, 
yon  are  sensible,  be  known  till  tiie  OommissioQeTa  arriTe  in  America, 
and  return  the  answer  of  the  Congress ;  unless  their  departure  is 
anticipated  by  some  strong  declaration  of  France  in  their  favour,  and 
whidi  would  render  a  treaty  hopeless :  many  expect  such  a  notifica- 
tion immediately.  I  am  grown  euoh  a  sceptic,  that  I  believe  nothing 
but  facU  pott.  The  bills  meet  no  obstrootum  in  the  House  <^ 
Commons.  They  are  to-day  before  the  Lords ;  wh(n«  I  suppoee 
they  will  experience  oomments  rather  than  impedimenta.  The 
intended  pacification  is  not  very  popular,  yet  at  most  produces  low 
murmurs.  The  nation  has  leaped  firom  outrageous  war  to  a  most 
humiliating  supplication  for  peace,  with  as  little  emotion  as  one 

'  1^7  Lacj  Maim  died  in  Italy,  on  the  Tth  <tf  Jamaij. — WJlI■^>I& 
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pafises  in  an  ague  from  a  shiyering  fit  to  a  burning  one ;  fhongh 
I  think  in  the  inTcrted  order,  for  I  nerer  had  an  ague.  Methinks 
the  patient's  being  so  little  affected  by  the  sadden  transition  looks 
as  if  its  constitation  had  oontraoted  the  insensibility  of  dotage. 
Every  week  may  produce  an  era ;  yet  I  think  nothhig  yery  im- 
portant will  happen  yet  France  has  patience  in  one  sense  of  the 
wordy  and  we  in  another ;  and  therefore  we  shall  bwr  as  long  as 
they  forbwr.  They  best  know  what  term  they  haye  set  to  ti^ 
inactiyity;  my  whole  wisdom  consists  in  abstaining  from  con- 
jectures. Penetration  is  a  fine  thing;  a  genius  now  and  then 
looks  into  futurity :  but  all  I  know  is,  that  I  haye  no  such  talent^ 
nor  belieye  much  in  those  who  pretend  to  ii  My  old  face,  like  the 
one  of  JanuSy  only  looks  back ;  the  young  one  may  look  forward 
to  what  will  belong  to  it,  and  youtii  is  apt  to  think  it  sees  &r :  but 
age  is  as  often  mistaken^  when  it  takes  its  experience  for  spectacles ; 
they  magnify  the  dim  eye  that  looks  through  them,  more  than  the 
objects  they  look  to. 

I  will  certainly  mention  you  at  our  little  Courts  when  they  return 
to  town.  At  present  they  are  gone  to  the  Duke's  lodge  in  tihe  New 
Forest  for  change  of  air.  Indeed,  it  seems  yery  difficult  for  bis 
Boyal  Highness  to  find  a  situation  that  suits  him.  Heats  destroy 
him,  and  damps  are  as  bad.  He  caught  cold  aboye  a  month  ago, 
bad  a  yident  cough,  and  the  asthma  frightfully  since.  It  is  a 
terrifying  disorder  to  see ;  jret  I  am  much  easier  when  he  sufEers 
under  it,  than  when  the  humour  Mb  on  his  bowels.  If  he  does  not 
mend  in  the  Forest,  they  will  make  a  yoyage  to  Bourdeaux  for 
eome  weeks  for  the  benefit  of  the  sea-air,  and  return  when  the  great 
beats  reign.  Mrs.  Haywood  has  been  dying  of  a  feyei^-HM>  haye 
many  persons.  Sir  Thomas  Hesketh  died  at  one  the  nig^t  before 
last— but  has  long  been  dying. 

The  principality  of  Auyerquerque '  is  a  sort  of  Iricism.  King 
William  would  not  allow  the  Lords  Boohford  and  Ghrantham,  as 
they  were  illegitimate  branches  from  Prince  Maurice  and  Prince 
Henry  Frederic,  to  take  the  name  of  Nassau,  but  obliged  tiiem  to 
bear  fliose  of  Zulestein  and  Auyerquerque ;  after  his  death  they 
assumed  that  of  Nassau.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  neyer  preferred 
the  principality  of  Mindleheim  to  his  duchy :  surely  an  English 
peerage  with  substantial  priyilege  in  one's  own  country  is  more 

>  Lord  Oowper,  being  msda  s  Priaoe  of  the  Bmpire,  hsd  s  mind  to  hsTo  thni  iitto ; 
Ui  Buykhor  being  one  of   tiie  deughten  and  oo-heiieeiee  of  Lord  GnntlMun.— 
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diginfied  tkaa  a  ncminal  prinoipalxfy  in  anofher ;  idiai  it  is  trans- 
ferred to  a  flurd  oountiy,  it  is  still  more  iidieiiloii&  I  'wonder 
MademoiseQo  [Aime]  Pitt  does  not  beg  tlie  Pope  to  tieate  her 
Princess  FossauL  I  knew  a  ibreigner  at  Paiis  who  had  a  mad- 
ness of  wearing  the  orden  of  different  cmuakam.  He  was  Mbiddbi 
te  assome  ike  Saint  Bqirit,  bat  indalgod  in  every  oflisr  faughtbood. 
I  have  seen  him  at  the  theatres  by  tome  Knighl  of  the  €hurter, 
Bath,  Thisde,  Hephant,  Ae.  Aa  We  had  omoe  a  mad  Queen 
Elisabeth  here^  who  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  as  my  father 
was  coming  down  firom  8t.  Jameses,  gave  him  her  apeeok  and 
ordered  him  to  read  it  to  her  Parliament ;— 4t  wss  net  Mrs*  Pitt^ 
I  assve  yooy  nor  Isdy  Maiy  Ooke. 

It  looks  ireiy  much  m>w  as  if  the  war  woald  very  seen,  make 
itsell  A  French  sqnadron  is  sailed  westward^  and  Gsptain  INgby 
has  besfi  dcgpatdbed  with  another  in  pursuit  of  it.  Seamen  are  not 
apt  to  be  so  formal  and  dilatory  as  plenipotentiaries.  The  passions 
tea  begin  to  awaken.  The  City  grows  moody  again  v  the  Stocks 
fidl ;  the  Ministers  are  warmly  pressed  in  both  HousesL  The  new 
lean  of  six  milliooe  dees  m)t  take  kindly.  The  bended  knee  to 
AiwATii^  does  not  please*.  Df .  FranUm  bossts  that  Philadelphia, 
will  be  starved  into  a  BmrgoyneisnL  Lord  Temple  seems  te  smtff 
oon&sion  and  is  ooma  finrtii  again,  and  spoke  against  the  eonaUatory 
biUs.  Last  year  he  entrapped  John  the  Painter:  I  suppose  he 
sehes  these  inconsisteaeies  by  s(mstancy  to  s^  jf.  Li.  fliat  hght,  how 
miifonn  has  his  whole  life  been ;  thoogh  every  k^iher  and  e?ery 
fieiend  has  been  sasiifioed  to  his  passions  I  I,  who  sit  aloof  from  the 
conflict^  see  these  things  as  they  aie ;:  and  should  behold  them  with 
indifferenoe,  if  the  general  want  of  principle  were  not  a  worse 
indication  of  approaching  ruin  than  the  eoncomitant  oiroamstances. 
All  men  see  a  prospect  of  rising  on  eonfosion :  no  man  reflects  that 
want  of  wtoe  cannot  correct  what,  the  want  of  it  has  oocasbned. 
Adienl 


1:710.    TO  THir  BE¥.  WILLUM  MASM. 

Monda/jf  night,  laU,  March  16, 1778. 

I  HAD  not  seen  the  '  Morning  Post '  when  I  dissuaded  publication. 
Toof  certmnly  haye  had  proYocation,  if  you  are  inclined  to  take  it: 
I  trust  at  least  your  testi^iony  will  not  be  lost.    Perhaps  the  proasni 
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iBitaiit  »  not  ibe  fittest^  m  HbA  Fienok  ambaasadoar's  deolaration 
has  engaged  all  attention ;  I  mean  aa  &r  as  a  firat  moment  can  do ; 
for  in  two  days  I  suppose  we  shall  be  as  thonghilefls  as  eTor.  Nay, 
tkey  who  diodd  be  moat  aktmed^  seem  beaottedr—indeed  tfaejr  had 
litt^  way  to  go  ^  but  an  old  regiment  ia  to  sail  to-moirow  for 
TTftHfiar.  I  went  oat  of  town  on  Saturday  morning,  not  knowing 
of  the  French,  dedaration ;  it  followed  me  to  Strawberry  that  night» 
jet,  as  if  I  were  a  llinistor,  I  did  not  retom  till  thia  afternoon ;  and 
at  boHi  Hovasa  are  sitting,  eonld  get  no  farther  intdligenoe.  1 
diall  probably  hear  something  before  this  seta  oat»  bat  what  can 
I  learn  fliat  I  do  not  know?  The  altentatLva  is  to  beboffieted  by 
Fraiiea  and  toni  toother  cheek,  or  to  hare  Kngland  and  LceUnd 
mvaded.  I  ooold  almost  wish  the  storm  would  burst  on  SeoQand ; 
but  who  would  go  ihiiher  P  There  is  one  consolation  howerer  in  our 
wntohed  state<;  it  had  been  ten  thonsaad  timaa  mom  grievous  to 
hare  America  oonqpered  nad  Enf^d  cnslaTed ;  and  the  goiUy  wiU 
now  be  the  greatest  aaffBrara.  Ifay^  Ootober  was  twelyemonth,  I 
should  haye  jumped  at  an  option  of  the  prosent  moment  In  shorty 
we  are  disgraced  and  rainec^  and  shall  nerer  be  what  we  have  been 
— but  Scotland  will  not  triumph.  I  know  not  whether  the  Ministers 
will  oideaTonr  to  hold  their  jdaees  six  months  longer  by  the  fieiyour 
of  France ;  or  whether  Lord  Ohatham's  old  crutch  wiU  be  sent  for 
to  draw  a  cirole  round  St  Jameses.  I  expect  nothing  but  patching 
and  botdiii^  firom  anybody,  whieh  will  soit  the  insensibility  of  the 
times.  There  are  no  grounds  for  confidenea  anywhere.  We  shall 
moulder  piecemeal  into  our  iaaigniieaut  islandhood,  foir  it  is  an 
age  for  Tigoraua  resnrzeetien.  I  will  go  aaawar  the  rest  of  your 
ktter  before  I  go  to  bed»  that  I  magr  not  dream  of  oar  duunefiil 
pecition,  nor  hare  Tisiena  of  re^vak  thai  will  nenrw  be  realised. 

You  accuse  me  yery  unjustly  of  negWrfaug  your  alteration  of  my 
Tragecty.  I  always  thought  it  magioi  to  be  efiected  by  so  few 
words  and  should  have  adopted  it^  had  I  erer  had  thoughts  of  its 
being  represented;  but  nothing  could  induce  me  to  yentnre  it  on 
the  stage,  not  from  superabundant  modesty,  but  firom  the  abusiye 
flpirit  of  the  times;  I  haye  no  notion  of  presenting  one's  self  coolly 
to  a  rayage  mob  io  be  torn  to  pieces ;  and  you  know  I  am  as  tender 
of  my  firiends  as  of  myseUl  I  think  this  country  at  present  in  eyery 
Kght  the  sink  of  Europe ;  yoid  of  taste  and  of  eyer3rthing  ingenuousr 
Calamity  has  often  resuscitated  its  powers,  but  there  axe  fow  or 
no  instances  1  believe  of  an  empire  that  has  foflen  l^  iia  own 
eofriqitioBs,  FepheiBg  itself  en  ita  throne. .  My  yanity  is  too  piemd 
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to  desire  to  twinkle  under  ike  auspices  of  Palfldologi  and  Porpliyio- 
genitL  Should  I  be  remembered,  I  should  wish  it  might  be  as  one 
of  the  last  reign. 

I  hare  entirely  forgotten  what  Sir  John  Dalrymjde  said  in  his 
preface,  but  am  most  sure  that  if  he  quotes  a  Walpole  as  his  reoom- 
mender,  it  must  have  been  my  cousin  Thomas ;  for  I  never  saw  the 
wretch,  nor  ever  had  the  most  indirect  connection  with  him.  To 
Mrs.  Macaulay  I  did  give  a  letter,  but  am  ashamed  of  it,  as  she 
ought  to  be  of  her  foolish  and  absurd  ^Summary/  which  is  a  wretched 
compilation  from  magazines,  fall  of  gross  mistakes,  and  confounding 
all  characters,  leyelling  all  for  no  end  or  purpose,  but  to  support  so 
silly  an  hypothesiB,  as  that  no  king  can  be  a  good  king,  because  he 
is  a  king.  She  defends  James  II.  for  ihe  nonsensical  pleasure  of 
abusing  King  William,  and  has  no  more  idea  of  general  merit  than 
Sir  John  Dalrymple.  In  short,  whom  does  she  approve  but  herself 
and  her  idolater — that  dirty  disappointed  hunter  of  a  mitre^ 
Dr.  Wilson,  and  Alderman  Heathcote,  a  paltry  worthless  Jacobite, 
whom  I  remember,  and  her  own  grandfolher  Sawbridge,  who,  8he 
has  been  toldy  was  a  mighty  worthy  man  though  dipped  in  the 
infamous  job  of  the  Soulh  SeaP  In  short,  I  ran  through  the 
book,  had  forgotten  it,  and  only  recollect  it  now  to  answer  your 
question. 

I  endoee  with  this  a  letter  I  wrote  to  you  last  week,  but  did  not 

care  to  send  by  Ihe  post ;  you  wiU  find  some  curious  particulars  in 

it.    I  have  finished  certain  verses  of  which  you  saw  part,  but  shall 

reserve  them  till  we  meet,  as  I  shall  the  rest  of  my  paper  till 

to-morrow.    By  the  way,  I  do  not  know  who  the  transcriber  of 

your  Sermon  is,  nor  guess  what  you  mean  by  *^  the  triumph  of  the 

minority,''  unless  you  allude  to  their  carrying  one  question  against 

Lord  North  for  a  tax  on  places.    It  would  have  been  a  greater  blow 

to  the  drown  than  they  wiU  ever  give,  even  if  they  become  the 

majority;  but  they  lost  in  the  next  night,  on  the  report,  and  will 

taks  care  not  to  cany  it,  if  ever  they  are  Ministers. 

Mih. 

Lord  Stormont  is  recalled,  for  we  are  to  be  angry,  since  being 
tame  would  not  do.  Dr.  Franklin  is  to  be  received  at  Versailles  to- 
day as  ambassador.  A  message  is  to  be  delivered  to  each  House 
to-day,  and  the  majority  in  each  is,  I  suppose,  to  answer, — We 
wiU  assist  you  to  chastise  France  for  having  been  forced  by  you  to 
pick  up  what  you  threw  away.  Lord  North  had  the  modesty 
yesterday  to  recommend  unanimity,  and  to  affirm  he  keeps  his 
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place  from  a  point  of  honour.  Burke  made  a  fine  application  of 
Lord  Bedford's  answer  to  King  James, — ^^I  had  a  son  who  could 
have  advised  your  Majesty/' — ^America  could  have  assisted  your 
Majesty.  Charles  Fox's  reply  was  in  a  rougher  style.  The  Stocks 
are  not  of  the  heroic  majority,  yet  I  belieye  the  Ministers  will  stay 
from  errant  £Bar  at  St  James's  till  they  are  torn  out  of  ii  That 
will  be  a  poor  compensation  and  an  useless  precedent ;  for  posterity, 
with  all  ite  reading,  is  never  the  better  for  example.  James  II. 
could  read,  but  could  not  remember  even  what  he  had  seen. 

Well !  I  must  finish,  though  my  pen's  tongue  could  run  on  for 
ever.  I  feel  all  sort  of  feelings,  none  comfortable,  but  that  we  shall 
be  despicable  first  before  we  are  slaves ;  the  contrary  would  be  more 
mortifying.  France  has  a  right  to  humble  us.  The  true  English 
who  are  in  America  have  behaved  Uke  Englishmen,  without  any 
Scot-alloy.  The  victories  of  France  wiU  be  over  Scots.  Dr.  Franklin's 
triumph  has  been  over  a  Scot  Ambassador.  Pursue  this  idea ;  we 
shaU  have  occasion  to  pay  ourselves  with  leathern  coin. 

P.S.  Let  me  know  the  moment  you  receive  this  packet  I  add  a 
French  tract  which  you  must  take  care  to  return,  though  I  under- 
stand little  of  it  The  Chuette  LMhxdre  will  ahow  you  how  it 
relates  to  their  present  musical  contests.  What  I  understand  is 
able  and  full  of  address,  but  surely  the  irony  is  above  most  readers. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  have  all  my  gazettes  again  when  you  come  this 
waywards.' 

*  TO  THS  ROM.  HOIAOI  WALPOU. 

Dbae  So,  Tori,  MarcK  18, 1778. 

I  HATS  often  tried,  bat  could  neTer  make  %  Biddla  in  my  life,  therefore  I  will  not 
attempt  to  correct  yours,  but  I  haye  a  better  reason  stUL  If  I  was  to  do  it»  'tis  ten 
to  one  bat  yon  have  forgot  that  yon  ever  writ  them,  and  oonseqaently  woold  not 
nnderstand  my  corrections.  You  hare  senred  me  in  a  similar  sort  once  or  twice 
before ;  nay,  when  I  had  the  effronteiy  to  make  an  alteration  in  yonr  Tragedy,  which 
alteration  yon  approTed,  you  yet  gare  that  alteration  np  merely  beoaoae  yon  had 
forgotten  what  that  alteration  was,  wliich,  had  it  been  attended  to,  would  hare  seeured 
yoor  'Mysterious  Mother 'from  the  deront  delica^  of  Mra^  DeUny;  nay,  woald 
have  made  it "  pit,  box,  and  gaUeiy"  with  any  tngedy  andent  as'  filfrida,'or  modem 
as  the '  BatUe  of  Hastings.' 

Kow  to  show  you  how  much  I  hold  your  eritiquea  in  derout  memorial,  I  gire  you 
to  know  that  I  hare  locked  up  my  Sermon  in  my  bureau  till  that  goodly  time 
shortly  comes  when  we  shall  aU  be  sbeolutely  ruined,  all  but  the  said  Sermon,  which 
then  will  shine  forth  with  redoubled  lustre.  But  I  also  give  you  to  know  that  when 
it  does  come  forth  eyery  iota  of  it  must  stand  as  it  is,  for  I  hear  it  haa  been  taken 
down  in  short  hand,  and  there  is  a  man  [Mr.  Goodrick]  here,  the  son  of  a  certain 
Baronet  (who  did  in  safer  times  what  Dr.  Dodd  was  afterwards  hanged  for,  and  who 
ia  now,  as  he  ought  to  be,  a  Priyy  Councillor),  who  is  highly  incensed  at  the  said 
Sermon.  He  wrote  against  Price,  bat  was  not  read,  and  he  aims  at  a  place  or  pension 
hia  father  does  not  giye  him  de  quoi  vivre,  and,  I  question  not,  is  the  person 
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int.  TO  SIR  HORACS  MAITK. 

Matck  17,  ins. 

I  nAVK  scarce  a  momenf  9  time  to  writer  and  ii  k  (mly— ^wkat  aa 
onfy  t — ^to  tdl  you  that  flie  Freneh  Ambassador  notified,  to  Lord 
We3rmoiith  ob  Friday,  tkat  his  Court  had  eonduded  a  treaty  of 
commerce  and  amil^*  with  tlie  independent  States  ef  Amerim ;  M 
had  bad  the  otimMsm  not  to  make  it  an  ezclusve  treafy :  so,  ire  may 

wfav  kMoOItd  UbmIC  ika  wiisNg»tto&  of  Yoi^  (vido « Xornkii  Poflk,'  Maveb  lOV 
Kow  this  being  the  CMe,  you  Me»  there  can  be  no  softenings  whAlerer,  which  I  mm 
sorry  for.  more  on  yonr  aooount  than  my  own,  for  I  should  certainly  hare  spared  Sir 
John  Dsbrympls  h»d  I  then  known  (which  his  pre&co  bM  sinee  taogfat  me)  that  yoa 
guve  hiuL  Bsoommendatoij  letters  to  Prance^  However,  as  I  said  be^te,  my  nnfortm- 
nate  Sermon  is  safe  nnder  took  and  k^,  and  sliaO  remain  so  as  long  as  possible, 
perhaps  ftr  erer,  unless  I  be  in  salMeibnes  fsraed  to  pfodtaoe  it. 

Pray  is  this  triumph  eC  the  miaonty  any  triumph  at  alll  aad  what  say  you  ts 
IXtn.  Maeaulay's  late  Tolume,  to  whom  al«o  you  gAve  recommendatory  letters  to 
France.    I  beg  your  psrdon,  f  beHere  ft  was  Lord  Hsroourt  and  not  you. 

If  yo«  wilk  please  to^sund  iie  ^oMttv  liMrmit»  to  Mr.  Stonheww^  with  dineetiMisf 
ta  Charles  Carter^  my  painting  serrant,.  to  8ciid  them  to  me  by  the  York  Fly,  I  shall 
bare  them  speedily.  I  left  him  in  town  to  pciiect  brmftelf  in'  drawing  at  the 
Acudemy,  and  anything  you  choeee  to  send  ber  witi  eeuvev  speedily  to  me 

I  am  tired  to  death  of  my  Besidencs^  thoooULof  the  Minster  is  intolerahla.  I  wkh 
tbey  would  tax  Deans  and  Chapters,  and  make  them  as  unprofitable  as  pensions,  thai 
I  might  have  an  excuse  ibr  shrinking  myself  faito  my  Sectorial  sheE  Vfy  the  way, 
I  meant  nothing  in  the  way  of  ntAo  epiacopcari  in  the  sentence  of  my  Sermon  wludb. 
you  objected  to ;  I  only  did  not  widi  to  be  a  "  ways  and  means  "  man,  or  a  Doctor 
Price.  A  man  may  be  a  good  bislu^,  and  ba  naithar  of  these  characters,  so  no  more 
at  presaQifrom  yaun  eatirely, 

W.  KiaoB. 

Pray  ease  with  a  pen  (If  yen  do  not  immediately  bum  this  letter)  the  seosuMMi 
magmaium  contained  in  the  sentenee  about  the  Baronek 

TO  TBS  BOH.  BOajLOE  WALTOU. 

Fori;,.  Jfar«&  21, 1778L 
I  BATE  Just  now  meel^ed  the  panel  ^u^  aife  wiAh  the  two  deli^itlhl  leitew 
indoeed.  While  I  oontinne  hsre^  anything  wUl  ba  foiwarded  to  me  saMy  and  expe- 
ditiously by  sending  them  to  Chariea  Carter*  I  am  not  so  easily  provoked  aa  to* 
change  my  mind  for  a  flam  in  the  '  Morning  Post'  I  will  at  least  stay  to  see  whe 
prints  on  Iheoeeaston  befMs  Be>  these  thai  hsM  preached  before  the  Lords  and 
Commoaa^  not  to  mentioo.  Si.  James's,  oughi  to  take  preoedeacy  of  the  press,  before 
him  thai  only  cMaoouised  to  my  Lord  Majrcv  e<  Yo^  The  man  I  mean  ia  a-M&. 
Ooodriek,  sea  of  a  baeoneA^  one  of  Loid  BingUf 's  hsiM  \,  he  married  a  Dutch  womaa» 
and  waalato  go  abioad  as  an  Bnroy. 

Pray  out  of  all  ehariiy  and  gpodaess  write  frequently  to  me  at  this  crisis,  though^ 
I  can  send  yen  nothing  ia  rstum. — The  more  disinterested  and  like  tiie  tenor  of  the 
times  will  be  your  eooNspondence.  The  Post  gifsa  me  not  a  momeni  mors^  aad 
I  masi  msictlnds  yoasaaa  always^ 

W.  Maaoa. 


irade  with  Amerioay  if  America  will  oondesoend  to  trade  with  us. 
T  doubt  there  were  some  words  of  France  not  being  disposed  to  be 
nolested  in  their  commerce  with  their  new  friends.  In  consequence 
of  that  declaration^  Lord  Stormont's  recall  was  sent  off  that  night. 
To-day  the  Ministers  are  to  acquaint  both  Houses  with  the  insult ; 
and,  I  suppose,  intend  to  be  addressed  with  vows  of  support  The 
Stocks,  not  being  members  of  Parliament^  do  not  vote  for  war,  nor 
behave  like  heroes.  Alas  I  I  am  ashamed  of  irony.  Neither  do 
I  love  to  send  my  augunes  through  eyery  post-house.  However, 
every  one  must  know  that  a  French  war  is  not  exactly  a  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  America.  We,  the  herd,  the  Achivi^  must 
take  the  beverage  our  rulers  brew  for  us ;  and  we  that  can,  must 
console  ouxselves  with  not  having  contributed  to  the  potion.  I 
believe  it  will  be  a  bitter  one ;  but  I  should  be  still  less  tranquil 
if  I  had  furnished  a  drop. 

I  have  reeeived  your  melancholy  letter  on  poor  Lady  LucyVi 
death,  and  had  written  to  you  on  it  before,  nor  will  open  the  wound 
again.  Our  sitaatioa  will  remove  that  dond,  and  £11  your  mind 
with  othfiSB. 

Europe  is  going  again  to  be  a  theatre  of  blood,  as  Amerisa  has 
been.  The  Emperor  and  Prussia  are  going,  I  think  have  begun  a 
war  I  Tis  endless  to  moralise ;  human  life  is  forced  to  do  so,  but 
en  piMre  perie.  The  system  changes,  not  the  oonsequences.  Force 
was  the  first  great  arbitress  of  human  affidrs.  The  shrewd  observed, 
thai  Art  could  counteract  and  control  Strength — and  for  a  long  time 
Policy  ruled.  But,  Policy  having  exhausted  all  its  reeouroes,  and 
lumng  been  detected  in  them  all,  Lnpudence  restored  Force,  which 
is  now  sole  govexness.  She  seized  and  shared  Poland,  and  now  sets 
up  the  same  rjght  to  Bavaria.  We  tried  the  plan  in  America,  but 
forgot  we  had  not  that  essential  to  the  new/MS  gmUiumf  an  hundred 
thousand  men,  and  that  our  Bavaria'  was  on  Mother  aide  of  the 
Atlantic  I  hope  the  ocean,  tiliat  was  against  us  there,  will  be  our 
friend  at  home  I 

Adieu  I  This  is  a  new  chapter  in  our  correspondence.  I  wiU 
write  as  events  rise ;  you  must  ezense  me  if  I  have  not  always  time, 
as  I  have  not  at  present^  to  make  my  letters  Icog  in  proportion  to 
the  matter. 

*  TIm  Bmpwor  ud  the  King  of  PmnU  w«re  at  vw;  tiie  E&^peror  dafnriing  put  o* 
Iks  domalitf  of  the  Uto  Hector  of  BftTarU.— Wakfoul 
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ins.    TO  THS  BEY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

Monk  96, 1778. 

Though  yon  have  desired  me  to  write  often  at  this  crisis^  and 
though  I  am  neyer  pennrions  of  my  ink,  I  waited  till  I  could  send 
you  something  more  than  rumours.  The  darkness  has  not  himg 
long  without  a  thunder-dap.  Frante  has  stopped  all  our  shipping 
in  their  ports,  and  the  omniscient  Lord  Stormont  himself  has  learnt 
thai  piece  of  news  at  Boulogne,  being  detained  there  by  the 
embargo.  It  is  also  expected  that  the  Spanish  Gharg6  des  Affaires 
will  to-day  or  to-morrow  compliment  the  King  with  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  flie  States  of  America,  as  civilly  as  Monsieur  de  Noailles 
did.  It  is  even  said  that  Portugal  allows  their  title.  Well,  say 
you,  and  are  not  people  frightened  P  what  is  to  be  doneP  Frightened; 
JOB,  some  are— some  that  are  guilty,  and  more  that  are  innocent ; 
most,  not  at  all  I  for  folly,  that  sees  a  ghost,  always  tumbles  down  a 
predpice  that  is  before  its  eyes.  But  you  wUl  have  some  answer, 
and  I  mtui  tell  you  what  is  to  be  done ;  that  is,  I  must  foresee,  not 
what  can  be  done,  but  what  will  be.  I  belieye  the  oracle  at  Hayes 
[Lord  Chatham]  has  been  consulted,  but  not  having  reoeived 
carte  blanche,  shrouded  its  dignity  in  ambiguity.  Perhaps  to-day 
more  humble  ambassadors  have  been  sent :  I  vow  I  do  not  know 
there  have,  but  the  event  I  guess.  The  god  himself  taking  the  form 
of  his  Pythonisse,  and  enveloped  in  flannels,  that  are  the  symbols  of 
vast  vigour  of  mind  beneath,  will  go  to  Buckingham-house,  and 
finding  full  acquiescence  to  all  his  terms  (by  taking  care  to  ask  none 
really  unpalatable),  will  then  present  a  long  list  of  names  that  are  to 
be  substituted  to  the  proscribed.  Lord  Rockingham  shall  go  to 
Ireland,  the  Duke  of  lUchmond  shall  be  this,  Charles  Fox  shall  be 
t'other,  Mr.  Burke  something  else,  &c.  &c.  &c.  I  mean  after  Lord 
Camden,  Lord  Shelbume,  Barr^,  Dunning,  and  perhaps  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  have  been  appointed  to  the  essential  posts.  ''  Certainly,'' 
will  be  the  answer,  ^^  all  are  very  proper.''  Madam,  the  priestess, 
then  notifies  to  all  the  nominees  the  graces  she  has  bestowed,  and 
orders  them  to  take  possession  of  their  several  departments.  They 
all  laugh  in  her  £eu»,  and  call  her  a  foolish  old  beldame,  and  thus  a 
weak  oppodtion  is  more  weakened.  The  most  concerned  is  not  very 
sorry,  flie  only  moment  is  lost ;  France  will  tell  you  the  rest. 

I  dt  resigned  to  our  fate,  for  when  one  can  do  no  good,  and  is  but 
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an  indiTidiial,  it  is  impertment  to  be  anythixig  bnt  passive.  I  am 
less  alanned  too  than  I  should  be,  because  I  had  the  same  appre- 
hensions aboye  thirtj  years  ago,  and  because  I  had  Uien  thirty  yean 
longer  to  live  than  I  have  now*  In  youth,  too,  imagination's  wing 
flies  as  &r  as  it  can.  Experience  tells  one  that  all  does  not  happen 
that  may.  I  think  I  shall  outUye  the  storm  and  talk  over  ike  ruins; 
but  in  lanth  I  beUere  they  will  be  considerable.  France  seems  to 
have  waited  with  wise  phlegm  for  the  fulness  of  time,  and  we  may 
expect  that  her  blows  wiU  be  stunning.  My  idea  is,  that  she  wUl 
invade  us  here  ostensibly,  more  effectually  in  Ireland,  ia  America, 
and  in  tiie  East  If  she  has  success  in  aU,  and  we  none,  why  then 
Lord  Mansfield  will  shake  off  his  mortal  coil,  and  persuade  himself 
that  he  always  meant  the  destruction  of  the  house  of  Hanover,  not 
its  unbounded  elevation.  These  are  my  sob^  cool  opinions.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  be  a  lying  Prophet,  for  Jeremiah  himself  was  a  sad  fdlow 
if  he  comforted  himself  under  captivify  with  the  honour  of  having 
predicted  it 

Yours  ever, 

H.W. 

mi    TO  SIB  HOBAOI  ICAKH. 

March  27, 1778. 

Thb  war  is  not  yet  arrived,  though  it  is  certainly  at  next  door,  for 
France  laid  an  embargo  on  all  our  vessels  in  their  ports ;  one  may 
eall  it,  seized  them.  Lord  Stormont  himself,  though  got  to 
Boulogne,  is  forced  to  stay  there  for  want  of  conveyance,  or  must 
come  round  by  Holland.  This  made  us  stare  a  little  two  days  ago ; 
but  last  night  I  heard  that  this  hostility  is  conditional,  and  only  a 
boisterous  way  of  wrenching  out  of  our  hands  the  Kouli  Khan,  a 
French  ship  that  we  had  taken,  and  that  Monsieur  de  Noailles  had 
reclaimed  without  success.  I  doubt  we  shall  take  and  give  so  many 
of  these  slaps,  that  the  declaration  of  war  may,  to  save  trouble,  be 
reserved  to  the  peace ;  and  then,  as  Hamlet  says, 

the  ftineral  btked  maato 
Will  coldly  ftuniih  fortli  the  marriage  tablea. 

There  was  a  report,  too,  that  Spain  would  send  us  a  notificatiou  of 
having  made  a  treaty  with  the  Americans  also;  but  this  is  contra- 
dicted, and  their  new  Ambassador,  Almadovar,  is  said  to  have 
received  orders  to  come  to  us  forthwith;    In  short,  rumours  of  wars 
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beget  afkoina&d^tiierropor^  Tbe  io^m  lott  expecAed  a  Nstomtum 
of  Lord  Chatham ;  but  iiiat  notion  has  mibsided  too.  The  bes^ 
thing  I  do  know  is,  that  we  are  r&ry  BonovAj  oooopied  in  defending 
oonelyes.  No  more  troops  are  to  go  to  America;  we  are  oolleoting 
our  whole  fbroe;  tiie  new-raised  regiments  will  haye  been  aa 
adyantageous  addition,  as  they  were  not  embarked ;  and  the  militia^ 
which  is  complete  in  eyery  ooonty  but  two,  is  to  take  the  field.  Am 
to  America,  it  will  certainly  retain  its  seat  among  the  sovereignties 
of  this  world :  so,  Ooltunbus's  invasion  begins  to  be  set  aside ;  and 
one  quarter  of  the  globe  will  not  be  held  ineammendmn  by  another ! 
Imagination  could  expatiate  widely  on  liiat  chapter — but  what  hav« 
I  to  do  with  anew  era  in  the  annals  of  mankind  P 

Our  own  Old  Continent,  that  has  so  long  been  ravaged  byambitioii« 
is  not  yet  abandoned  to  the  comfort  of  decay.  Yet  one  now  hears 
flukt  hostilities  between  tiie  Emperor  and  Prussia  have  not  oom- 
menoedf  as  was  said.  I  doubt  that  imperial  philosopher,  who 
scattered  so  many  humane  apophthegms  last  year  at  Paris,  is  a  little 
too  impatient  to  emjdoy  his  Austrian  talons.  What  a  farce  to  visit 
hospitfdSj  when  one  thinks  of  nothing  but  stocking  ihem  with 
maimed  carcasses !  What  buckets  of  blood  it  costs,  before  a  Prince 
takes  his  place  at  the  table  of  Fame^  that  might  be  earned  so  much 
better  by  benevolence !  The  enemies  of  mankind  arrogate  what  is 
due  only  to  the  friends. 

I  was  going  on  peihaps  in  a  string  of  moreUtisB,  but  was  inter- 
rupted by  Dr.  Monro,  who  came  to  teH  me  that  Lord  Qribtd  is  oodm 
to  himselfl  Hus  is  suoh  a  driivefance  to  me,  that  I  oannct  think 
of  any  conseqnences :  indeed,  I  do  not  care  about  them*  Pray 
notify  fliis  hcid  interval  to  ttie  esoellent  Sigaoim  Madra.    Adieu! 


inc  fo  TBM  mr.  wiluax  ooul 

Arlmgkm  £»rtd,  Martk  81, 1778. 

I  DID  think  it  long^  indeed,  dear  fitr,  sinoe  I  heard  from  yon«  and 
am  very  sorry  the  gout  was  the  cause.  I  hope  after  such  long 
persecution  you  will  have  less  now  than  you  apprehend.  I  should 
not  haye  been  silent  myself  had  I  had  anything  to  tell  you  that  you 
would  have  cared  to  hear. 

Politios  have  been  the  only  language^  and  abuse  the  only 
expression  of  the  winter^  neither  of  which  are,  or  deserve  to  be 
inmates  of  yonr  peaceable  hermitage.    I  wish,  however,  ihey  may 


miL]  TO  THK  BIT.  MS.  XASON4  4» 

Bot  httfe  grown  ao  soiotis  as  to  threi^eii  every  retreat  with  intruaionl 
I  will  let  you  know  when  I  am  settled  at  Ehtrawberzy  Hill,  and  can 
look  orer  yonr  kind  oolleotions  relating  to  Mr,  Baker.  He  certainly 
deeerres  Iris  place  in  the  ^  Biographiay'  but  I  am  not  surprised  that 
fou  would  not  submit  to  his  being  instituted  and  inducted  by  a 
Presbyterian  [Eippis].  In  trutht  I,  who  have  not  the  same  zeei 
against  dissentersy  do  not  at  all  desire  to  peruse  the  History  of  their 
Apoiflesi  whioh  are  generally  yery  uninteresting. 

You  must  excuse  the  shortness  of  this,  in  which,  too,  I  have  been 
intenrupted.  My  nephew  is  as  suddenly  recovered  as  he  did  last 
iime ;  and,  though  I  am  &r  from  thinking  him  perfectly  in  his 
flenses,  a  great  deal  of  his  disorder  is  removed,  which,  though  it  wiU 
flave  me  a  great  deal  of  trauhley  hurries  me  at  jvesent,  and  forces 
ne  to  ooDohida* 


1716.    TO  THI  REV.  WILUAM  MASON. 

ArUnffkm  Street,  April  8, 1778. 

Thoooh  my  diHj  fellow-labourers  of  this  morning  will  give  you 
a  minute  account  of  the  great  event  of  yesterday,  I  should  be  a  very 
negligent  gasetteer  if  I  took  no  notice  of  ii  Lord  Chatham  fell  in 
the  Senate— not  by  daggers,  nor  by  the  thunder  of  Lord  SufiEblk's 
flloqiiBDoe.  He  had  spoken  with  every  symptom  of  debility,  repeated 
his  own  phrases,  could  not  reooUect  his  own  ideas,  and,  which  was  no 
new  practice,  persisted  in  our  asserting  sovereignty  over  America, 
timmgk  he  eoM  not  tell  by  what  meana.  It  was  only  new  to  confess 
his  ignorance.  The  Duke  of  Bichmond  answered  him  with  much 
deceiM^  and  temper,  though  Lord  Chatham  had  called  jEHirmit^  without 
meam,  timid  and  pusillanimous  conduct  The  Earl  was  rising  to 
reply,  but  fell  down  in  a  second  fit  of  apoplexy,  with  strong  con- 
Tidsions  and  slabbering  at  the  mouth.  I  do  not  doubt  but  the 
'  Morning  Post '  will  allow  the  Duke  more  rhetoric  than  it  ever 
acknowledged,  in  order  to  ascribe  Lord  Chatham's  fell  to  his  Ghrace's 
invectives ;  but  he,  who  is  all  tenderness  and  sensibility,  was  so 
afEected,  that  at  night  the  Duchess  [of  Bichmond]  desired  me  not  to 
name  it:  yet  Lord  Chatham  is  not  dead,  and  to-day  is  better,  if 
existing  after  two  strokes  can  be  caUed  so.  To  be  sure  his 
Uographer  would  have  a  feirer  field,  had  he  died  in  his  vocation. 
In  truth,  I  see  no  good  he  could  have  done,  since  he  has  embraced 
Ae  idea  of  stiU  conquering  America ;  but  much  harm  he  must  have 

TOL.  yn.  I 
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oocasioiied  had  the  Court  adopted  lum.  Now  I  redkon  bim 
politically  dead.  He  will  probably  neitlier  reoover  strength  nor 
faculties;  his  family  will  if  possible  prevent  his  re-appearance,  and 
the  Court  will  scarce  inoculate  a  half-dead  skeleton  on  their  other 
infirmities.  Lord  Chatham  certainly  went  to  the  House  to  express 
resentment  at  their  having  only  dabbled  with  him  indirectly,  but  his 
debility  or  perhaps  some  gleam  of  hope  of  being  yet  adopted, 
moderated  his  siyle:  his  water-gall  Lord  Temple  was  at  his 
elbow. 

I  can  tell  you  nothing  definitive  on  war  or  peace.  Pacification 
with  France,  and  even  with  America,  has  been  much  sounded  these 
last  days,  probably  to  prop  the  stocks ;  but  tiie  selection  of  CK)vemor 
Johnstone  for  one  of  the  Commissioners,  who  even  during  all  the 
late  debates  anathematised  American  independence,  implies  not  only 
adherence  to  sovereignty  but  no  thoughts  of  change.  Of  Johnstone 
it  is  enough  to  say,  that  though  a  Scot  in  Opposition,  he  never  lost 
sight  of  the  promised  land. 

You  may  thank  me  for  so  much  politics  when  I  am  overwhelmed 
with  other  business,  and  have  even  the  militia  on  my  hands.  My 
nephew  is  suddenly  come  to  himself  again — only  to  his  former  self; 
but  I  must  not  tap  this  chapter — ^I  should  be  endless.  He  is  gone 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Norfolk  Militia,  and  I  am  commissioned 
to  dissuade  him  I  De  profundii  ekma/ri !  Well,  fortune  has  some 
justice  and  dispenses  antidotes  with  poisons.  The  Buke  of 
Oloucester's  children  are  to  have  a  Parliamentary  provision,  and, 
considering  everything,  a  very  decent  one.  There  is  one  tiiom 
removed.  I  have  recourse  to  my  old  anodynes,  quartos,  whenever  I 
can  snatch  a  moment.  I  have  gone  through  Mr.  Pennant's  *  Welsh 
Tour,'  which  is  a  patch-work  of  aU  sorts  of  shreds  stitched  together 
with  unpronounceable  words,  of  DDwrr'rs  and  no  vowels,  so  I  do  not 
remember  much  of  what  I  cannot  articulate.  I  have  dipped  into 
Mr.  Warton's  second  volume,  which  seems  more  unentertaining  than 
the  former.  I  perceive  he  excommunicates  Rowley  totally.  Lord 
Hardwicke  is  to  present  us  on  Saturday  with  two  volumes  of  '  State 
Papers,'  *  but  with  due  circumspection  keeps  back  his  by  fEU*  most 
curious  letters.  I  have  a  long  conversation  with  Dr.  Robertson  to 
relate  to  you,  but  must  reserve  for  some  moment  of  more  leisure.  It 
would  not  be  time  lost  to  come  to  me  for  a  week  and  hear  me 
exhaust  my  wallet :  you  must  not  red^on  upon  too  distant  moments  I 

>  MiaceUMiaoiis  State  Papers,  from  1!K)1  to  1786,  2  roll.  4to.,  177S.— Cuhhihobam. 
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My  tattered  frame  grows  weaker  and  weaker.  I  waste  as  few 
inmates  as  possible,  but  constant  applioatlon  of  the  mind  to  some 
dnties  or  other  will  impair  a  memory  that  is  enclosed  in  so  frail  an 
iH$L  Haye  yon  seen  '  The  Old  Barony  a  Oothic  story/  professedly 
written  in  imitation  of  Otranto,  but  reduced  to  reason  and  proba- 
bility I  It  is  so  probable,  that  any  trial  for  mnrder  at  the  Old 
Bailey  woidd  make  a  more  interesting  story.  Mrs.  Barbauld's 
'  Fragment '  was  ezcelleni  This  is  a  eaput  martuum.  Adieu.  I 
have  not  a  quarter  of  a  minute  to  say  more. 


1716.    TO  SIB  HOBAOX  HAW. 

Thmda^,  AprU  M,  1778. 

I  AM  not  going  to  announce  more  war  than  by  my  last :  it  seems 
to  sleep,  like  a  parol!  at  Faro,  and  be  reserved  for  another  deal. 
Though  I  write  oftener  than  usual,  I  have  not  a  ftdl  cargo  every 
time ;  but  I  have  two  novel  events  to  send  you.  The  newspapers 
indeed  anticipate  many  of  my  articles ;  bu^  as  I  suppose  you  pay 
me  the  compliment  of  opening  my  letters  before  the  Gktzettes,  I 
shall  be  the  first  to  inform  you,  fiiough  but  by  five  minutes.  Lord 
Chatham  has  again  appeared  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  probably 
for  the  last  time.  He  was  there  on  Tuesday,  against  the  earnest 
remonstrance  of  his  physician ;  and,  I  think,  only  to  make  confusion 
worse  confounded.  He  had  intended  to  be  very  hostile  to  the 
Ministers,  and  yet  to  force  himself  into  all  their  places  by  maintaining 
the  mvereignty  of  America,  to  which  none  of  tile  Opposition  but  his 
own  few  followers  adhere ;  and  they  cannot,  like  a  stroUing  company 
in  a  bam,  fill  all  the  parts  of  a  drama  with  four  or  five  individuals. 
It  appeared  early  in  his  speech  that  he  had  lost  himself;  he  did  not 
utter  half  he  intended,  and  sat  down :  but,  rising  to  reply  to  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  he  fell  down  in  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  was  thought 
dead.  They  transported  him  into  the  Jerusalem  Chamber,  and  laid 
him  on  a  table.  In  twenty  minutes  he  recovered  his  senses,  and 
was  carried  to  a  messenger's  house  adjoining,  where  he  still  remains. 
The  scene  was  very  affecting ;  his  two  sons,  and  son-in-law.  Lord 
Mahon,  were  round  Imn.  The  House  paid  a  proper  mark  of  respect 
by  adjourning  instantly. 

The  same  incertitude  remains  on  our  general  situation.    I  protend 

^  Oomptre  letter  to  Jeph«on,  Jan.  27, 1780. — Cviiixii«ba]i. 
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to  tell  7<m  &ets  only,  not  reafloniiigs ;  and  therefore  will  say  no  more 
now  on  the  publia  One  event,  indeed,  of  Parliamentary  compLezion 
touches  my  priyate  feelings  yery  particularly.  The  King  has 
demanded  a  proyision  for  his  younger  ohildreny  and  has  been  so 
good  as  to  add  the  Duke's  to  the  list— nobly  too,  both  from  the 
proportion  of  the  aUowanoet  and  the  oiroumstanoes  of  the  times. 
The  King's  sons  are  to  haye  ten  thousand  a  year  each,  his  daughters 
six,  Prince  William  eight,  and  Princess  Sophia  four*  Thus,  both 
income  and  rank  are  ascertained.  This  is  a  great  thorn  extracted 
from  all  our  sides,  and  I  trust  will  haye  good  influence  on  his  Boyal 
Highnesses  healtL 

I  was  dibamnutiii  (not  in  so  comfortable  a  way)  of  my  nephew. 
He  has  resumed  the  entire  dominion  of  himself,  and  is  gone  into  the 
country,  and  intends  to  command  the  militia.  I  haye  done  all  I 
could,  when  aoaroe  anything  was  in  my  power,  to  preyent  it ;  but  in 
yain.  He  has  eyen  asked  to  be  a  major-general,  which  officers  of 
militia  cannot  be.  What  a  humiliation  to  know  he  is  thus  exposing 
himself,  and  not  dare  to  interpose !  Yet  he  is  not  ignorant  of  his 
situation.  He  said  the  other  day  to  his  Dalilah^  speaking  of  Dr. 
Monro,  '^ Patty,  I  like  this  doctor  I  don't  youP  We  will  haye  him 
iMcrl  ^ihm/'  What  an  amaring  eompost  c^  aense»  insensibility,  and 
frenxy  I    Adieu  \ 


1717.    TO  THB  BABL  Of  HABCOUm,* 

AprU  IS,  177S. 

It  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  first  yolume  of  the  notes  to  p.  346  of 
Warton's  second  ydume,  that  your  Lordship  wUl  find  how  the  Erie 
of  Harcourt  serred  the  Kyng  of  his  spyce-plate.  That  Kyng  was 
the  real,  not  nominal*  Kyng  of  France.  Will  not  this  piece 
of  intelligence  entitle  ma  at  least  to  the  post  of  Harcourt- 
PursuiyantP 

I  am  yery  ambitious  of  serving  that  most  ancient  and  noble 
House,  to  which  I  am  bounden  by  indination,  seal,  and  gratitude ; 
and  though  I  am  not  thought  worthy  of  being  Printer  to  it,  I  will 
neyer  miss  any  occasion  of  diowing  myself 

Lord  and  Lady  Harcourt's 

Most  devoted  humble  servant. 

^  Now  fint  published.— CiraimiaHAM. 
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1718.    TO  THtt  BSY.  WILLIAM  MASOIT. 

Bkmtbtvrp  BO,  ApfH  18, 1778. 

I  AM  oome  hither  like  a  good  OhriBtian  to  pass  in  retreat  the  holy 
week  before  Easter,  and  the  unholy  week  of  Newmarket,  which  has 
almost  beaten  Easter  out  of  the  Calendar,  and  to  whidh  yet  I  vronld 
give  a  Smptore  appellation,  and  call  it  the  pauover.  In  these  ten 
days  I  shall  probably  fulfil  my  promise  of  sending  you  the  heads  of 
my  interview  wifli  Dr.  Bobertson ;  but  I  will  tell  yon  first  the  little 
else  I  haye  to  say.  Most  people  expect  a  French  war :  I  still  doubt 
it,  I  do  not  very  well  know  why,  but  it  does  not  seem  a  very  deoisiye 
age.  The  Turks  and  Russians  have  not  yet  drawn  blood.  I  take  flie 
Emperor  to  be  flie  most  impatient  to  be  a  OflBsar,  and  his  moflier  I 
suppose  is  yery  ready  to  employ  him  at  a  distance  ttom  home. 

The  Commissioners  are  gone,  and  Mr.  Adams  is  atriyed  at  Paris. 
As  we  do  not  know  the  amount  of  their  treaty,  all  we  do  is  in  the 
darL  I  suspect  that  Dr.  Franklin  has  duped  Gbyemor  Johnstone, 
and  yet  many  a  dishonest  man  has  been  made  a  fool,  as  well  as  many 
an  honest  one. 

The  Opposition  are  notoriously  split  into  two  fiEiotions.  Lord 
Shelbume  heads  the  Chathamites,  and  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  French 
beggar,  who  asked  charity  as  one  of  the  quitute  vingt  aveugles;  why, 
said  the  person  he  applied  to,  you  are.not  blind  I  hebuf  nout  monHeur, 
said  the  fellow,  je  ne  suis  qu*un  (upirani. 

The  Foleys  are  at  last  likely  to  lose  their  cause  by  the  indecent 
impetuosity  of  their  partisans.  If  you  haye  not  seen  it  in  the 
papers,  you  will.  Oh !  I  haye  b^nn  my  letter  on  a  torn  sheet,  but 
I  cannot  write  it  oyer  again,  and  so  shall  proceed.  Yes,  you  will 
thank  me  for  an  admirable  bon-mot  of  George  Selwyn.  When  the 
Foleys  had  more  chance  of  cancelling  their  fether's  will,  he  said, 
<'  The  New  Testament  will  now  be  more  &yourable  to  the  Jews  than 
the  Old.'' 

There  is  a  pretty  poem  just  published  called  'The  Wreath  of 
Fashion : '  it  is  written  by  one  Tickell,  a  son  of  Addison's  Mend.' 

*  Bidiaid  nekell  wii  not  ilia  Bon,  Imt  the  grandaon,  of  AddlMn't  friend.  He 
BiMrried  a  MIm  Linley,  the  lister  of  Sheridm'e  |inl  wife,  and  died  by  hii  own  hand  in 
1798.  He  WM  the  author  alao  (1778)  of  <  AntidpaUon,'  one  of  the  liTeUeet  poUtical 
Mtiree  erer  written ;  and  (1780)  of  a  derer  <  Epistle  in  totm,  from  the  Hon.  Chariee 
Fox  partridge^ooting,  to  the  Hon.  John  Townahend  eniieing.'  Compare  Walpole 
io  the  MiiMi  Btny,  7th  Nor.,  ll^^—CvmwnAU. 


Bi  HORAOK  WALFOLE'S  LBTTKBa.  [1778. 

He  has  been  an  assistant  at  Eton,  and  wrote  this  winter  anothw 
poem  at  least  as  good,  called '  The  Project'  The  oondnsion  of  the  new 
is  very  inferior  to  the  rest,  and  ends  absurdly,  like  Anstey's  on  Lord 
Tavistock,  with  a  hemistich ;  and  as  absurdly  with  a  panegyric  on 
that  water-gruel  bard  Shenstone,  who  never  wrote  anything  good  but 
his  'Schoolmistress/  'The  Wreath'  is  a  satire  on  sentimental 
poets,  amongst  whom,  still  more  absurdly,  he  classes  Charles  Fox ; 
but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  wit  |Mir  cy^  par  ii.  He  colls  sentimental 
oomedies.  Dramatic  HotneKes;  says  Lord  Palmerston^n^^rs  (what  an 
admirable  word !)  rebus's  and  charades  with  chips  of  poeir}^ ;  and 
when  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  like  Ariel,  wrecked  navies  with  a  song — 
sure  that  is  an  excellent  application. 

I  have  very  near  jSnished  Warton,  but,  antiquary  as  I  am,  it  was 
a  tough  achievement.  He  has  dipped  iuto  an  incredible  ocean  of  dry 
and  obsolete  authors  of  the  dark  ages,  and  has  brought  up  more 
rubbish  than  riches,  but  the  latter  chapters,  especially  on  the 
progress  and  revival  of  the  theatre,  are  more  entertaining ;  however  it 
is  very  fatiguing  to  wade  through  the  muddy  poetry  of  three  or  four 
centuries  that  had  never  a  poet. 

Have  you  heard  how  Voltaire  has  been  at  his  own  Apotheosis  P 
He  has  literally  been  crowned  with  laurel  in  a  side  box  at  his  '  Lrene,' 
and  seen  the  actors  and  actresses  decorate  his  bust  with  garlands  on 
the  stage.  As  he  is  so  very  old,  one  must  excuse  his  submitting  to 
this  vanity;  nay,  it  must  have  been  moving, — ^yet  one  is  more 
diarmed  with  the  violetie,  qui  se  cache  9ous  Pherbe. 

As  Lord  and  Lady  Strafford  are  to  drink  tea  here  this  evening,  I 
shall  desire  my  Lord  to  frank  this  modicum,  that  you  may  not  pay 
for  a  scrap  that  has  nothing  in  ii  My  conversation  with  the  Scottish 
historian  is  as  little  worth,  especially  after  I  had  prepared  you  for 
expecting  it.  When  do  you  quit  your  Cathedral  for  your  Parish  P 
I  diall  not  leave  my  little  hill  for  the  dinner  at  the  Boyal  Academy 
on  Thursday,  only  to  figure  the  next  day  in  the  newspapers  in  the 
list  of  the  MecsBuar's  of  ihe  age.  Lady  Di  Beauderk  has  drawn  the 
portrait  of  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire,  and  it  has  been  engraved  by 
Bartolozzi.  A  Castalian  nymph  conceived  by  Sappho,  and  executed 
by  Myron,  would  not  have  had  more  grace  and  simplicity ;  it  is  the 
divinity  of  Venus  piercing  the  veil  of  immortality,  when 

ro8e&  oemce  refnkit, 
Ambrofiinqtie  oomaB  diYinnm  rertioe  odorom 
Spiravere. 

The  likeness  is  perfectly  preserved,  except  that  the  paintress  has  lent 


1778.]  TO  THS  RSY.  MR.  MASOK. 

her  own  expreaflion  to  the  DuoheeSy  which  you  will  allow  is  very 
agreeable  flattery.  What  should  I  go  to  the  Boyal  Academy  for  P  I 
shall  see  no  such  eh^  d'cmvre  there. 


ITIS.    TO  THB  SBY.  WILLIAM  MAflOK.> 

[1778.] 

Thb  purport  of  Dr.  Robertson's  yisit  was  to  inquire  where  he 
eonld  find  materials  for  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Qoeen 
Anne,  which  he  means  to  write  as  a  supplement  to  David  Hnme. 
I  had  heard  of  his  pnrpose,  bnt  did  not  own  I  knew  it,  that  my 
discouragement  might  seem  the  more  natoraL  I  do  not  care  a  straw 
what  he  writes  about  the  Church's  wet-nurse,  Gfoody  Anne ;  but  no 
Scot'  is  worthy  of  being  the  historian  of  WiUiam,  but  Dr.  Watson.* 

When  he  had  told  me  his  object,  I  said,  '^  Write  the  reign  of 
King  William,  Dr.  Bobertson  I  That  is  a  great  task  I  I  lode  on 
him  as  the  greatest  man  of  modem  times  since  his  ancestor  William 
Prince  of  Orange.''  I  soon  found  the  Doctor  had  very  little  idea 
of  him,  or  had  taken  upon  trust  the  pitiful  partialities  of  Dalrymple 
and  Macpherson.  I  said,  ''Sir,  I  do  not  doubt  but  King  WiQiam 
came  oyer  with  a  view  to  the  crown ;  nor  was  he  called  upon  by 
patriotism,  for  he  was  not  an  Englishman,  to  assert  our  liberties. 
No ;  his  patriotism  was  of  a  higher  rank.  He  aimed  not  at  the 
crown  of  England  from  ambition,  but  to  employ  its  forces  and  wealth 
against  Louis  XIY.  for  the  common  cause  of  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
The  Whigs  did  not  understand  the  extent  of  his  views,  and  tiie 
Tories  betrayed  him.  He  has  been  thought  not  to  have  understood 
us ;  but  the  truth  was,  he  took  either  party  as  it  was  predominant, 
that  he  might  sway  the  Parliament  to  support  his  general  plan." 
The  Doctor,  suspecting  that  I  doubted  his  principles  being  enlarged 
enough  to  do  justice  to  so  great  a  character,  told  me  he  himself  had 
been  bom  and  bred  a  Whig,  though  he  owned  he  was  now  a 
moderate  one :  I  believe,  a  very  moderate  one.  I  said  Macpherson 
had  done  great  injustice  to  another  hero,  the  Duke  of  Jkf  arlborough, 

>  From  Walpole's  Works,  toI.  t.,  p.  651,  but  not  included  in  Mr.  Mitford't  edition 
of  the  '  Correspondence  of  Walpole  and  Maaon.' — CnvviireHAif. 

'  Lord  Orford  changed  his  opinion  upon  this  subject,  after  reading  the  accurate, 
impartial,  and  elegant  history  of  Dr.  Somenrille,  which  he  always  declared  to  be  the 
most  faultless  account  yet  giren  of  any  interesting  period  of  our  Ustory ;  and  added, 
that  its  perfect  impartiality  would  oyer  prevent  its  being  popular. — Buar. 

'  Dr.  Watson's '  History  of  the  Reign  of  PhiUp  II.  of  Spain '  was  published,  in  two 
quarto  Tolumes,  in  1777. — Wbiobx. 
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whom  he  accuses  of  betraying  the  design  on  Brest  to  Lotiis  XIV. 
The  truth  was,  as  I  heard  often  in  my  youth  from  my  father,  my 
undo,  and  old  persons  who  had  lired  in  tiiose  times,  that  the  Duke 
trusted  the  Duchess  with  the  secret,  and  she  her  sister  the  popish 
Duchess  of  Tyroonnel,  who  was  as  poor  and  as  bigoted  as  a  church 
mouse.  A  oorroboratioii  of  this  was  the  wise  and  sententious 
answer  of  King  William  to  the  Duke,  whom  he  taxed  with  haying 
betrayed  the  secret.  ''  Upon  my  honour.  Sir/'  said  the  Duke,  **  I 
told  it  to  nobody  but  my  wife."  **  I  did  not  teU  it  to  mine  I ''  said 
the  King. 

I  added,  that  Macpherson's  and  Dalrymple's  invidious  scandals 
really  serre  but  to  heighten  the  amawng  greatness  of  the  King's 
gonius ;  for,  if  they  say  true,  he  maintained  the  crown  on  his  head, 
though  the  nobility,  the  churchmen,  the  country  gentlemen,  the 
peo^e  were  against  him ;  and  though  almost  all  his  own  Ministers 
betrayed  him — '*  But^''  said  I,  **  nothing  is  so  silly  as  to  suppose 
that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord  Gh)dolphin  ever  meant 
seriously  to  restore  King  James.  Both  had  offended  him  too  much 
to  expect  forgiYeness,  especially  from  so  remorseless  a  nature.  Yet 
a  re-Berolution  was  so  probable,  that  it  is  no  wonder  they  kept  up 
a  correspondence  with  him,  at  least  to  break  their  fall  if  he  returned. 
But  as  tiliey  nerer  did  effectuate  the  least  service  in  his  favour,  when 
they  had  the  frdleet  power,  nothing  can  be  inferred  but  King  James's 
folly  in  continuing  to  lean  on  them.  To  imagine  they  meant  to 
sacrifice  his  weak  daughter,  whom  they  governed  absolutely,  to  a 
man  who  was  sure  of  being  governed  l^  others,  one  must  have  as 
little  sense  as  James  himself  had. 

The  preoiBe  truth  I  take  to  have  been  this.  Marlborough  and 
Godolphin  both  knew  the  meanness  and  credulity  of  James's 
character.  They  knew  that  he  must  be  ever  dealing  for  par- 
tisans ;  and  they  might  be  sure,  that  if  he  could  hope  for  support 
from  the  General  and  the  Lord-Treasurer,  he  must  be  less  solicitous 
for  more  impotent  supporters.  ''Is  it  impossible,"  said  I  to  the 
Doctor,  *'  but  they  might  correspond  with  the  King  even  by  Anne's 
own  consent?  Do  not  be  surprised.  Sir,"  said  I:  "such  tlungs 
have  happened*  My  own  £ather  often  received  letters  from  the 
Pretender,  which  he  always  carried  to  George  11.  and  had  them 
indorsed  by  his  Majesty.  I  myself  have  seen  them  countersigned  by 
file  King's  own  hand." 

In  short,  I  endeavoured  to  impress  him  with  proper  ideas  of  his 
subject,  and  painted  to  him  the  difficulties,  and  the  want  of  materials. 


1778.;  TO  THI  KEY.  ME.  OOLE  il 

But  the  IxxJuellen  will  out-argoe  me,  and  the  Doctor  will  Ibfget 
hiB  eduoation.  Panem  H  (Xreemesp  if  you  will  allow  me  to  uae  the 
latter  for  those  that  are  oaptiyated  byfiEtYonr  in  the  drebp  wiU  decide 
hiB  writing  and  giro  the  oolonr.  I  onoe  wished  he  should  write 
the  History  of  King  William;  bnt  his  'Charles  Y/  and  his 
'Amerioa'  haye  opened  my  eyes,  and  the  times  hare  shut  his. 
Adieul 

17S0.  TO  CHABLI8  BEDFOBD,  BSQ.^ 
DsAESim:  Strawberry  ffiU,  Apnl  iZ,  1778. 

I  SHALL  he  mnch  obliged  to  yon  if  you  will  oall  to-morrow 
erening  at  the  Somerset-house  Ooffee-hoose,  and  inquire  into  flie 
truth  of  the  enclosed  adyertisement ;  and  if  you  find  it  a  true  case, 
I  will  beg  you  to  pay  what  money  is  wanted,  or  the  whole  thirty- 
nine  shillings  if  no  other  money  has  been  sent.  I  will  make  you 
no  excuse  for  giying  you  this  trouble,  as  I  am  sure  you  wiU  execute 
the  oomndssion  with  pleasure. 

Yours  sincerelyi 

H.W. 

1721.    TO  THB  RSY.  WILLIAM  OOLS. 

StranOmy  HiU,  AprU  U,  1778. 

T  THAHK  you,  dear  Sir,  for  the  notice  of  William  Le  Woroestre's' 
appearance,  and  will  send  for  my  book  as  soon  asl  goto  town,  which 
will  not  be  till  next  week.  I  have  been  here  since  Friday  as  much 
a  hermit  as  yourself.  I  wanted  air  and  quiet^  having  been  much 
fatigued  on  my  nephew's  amendment,  trying  to  dissuade  him  from 
making  the  campaign  with  his  militia ;  but  in  yain  I  I  now  dread 
hearing  of  some  eccentric  freak.  I  am  sorry  Mr.  Tyson  has  quite 
dropped  me,  though  he  sometimes  comes  to  towm .  I  am  stOl  more 
concerned  at  your  frequent  disorders— I  hope  their  chief  seat  is 
unwillingness  to  more. 

Your  'Bakeriana'  will  be  rery  welcome  about  June:  I  shall  not  be 
completely  resident  here  till  then,  at  least  not  hare  leisure,  as  May 
is  the  month  I  have  most  yisits  from  town.    As  few  spare  hours  as 

'  Now  ftni  pnbUslMd. — OmnnvoBAV. 

*  "  IttMnm  Symonli,  Simeonii,  et  Willelmi  de  Woraeftre."  Cantab.  1778,  8to.  ; 
tdHed  by  Dr.  James  Naimith,  who  publiahed  the  excellent  Catalogae  of  MSS.  whidi 
Archbiahop  Parker  left  to  Corpna  Chiiati  Ck>liege,  at  Cambridge.— Wbiobt. 
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I  have,  I  liave  contrived  to  go  ihioii^  Mr.  Fennanf  b  '  Welalt  Tour,' 
and  Warton's  second  Tolnme ;  both  whioh  oooLe  vithin  the  circle 
of  yonr  pniBaits.  I  have  &r  adTonced,  too,  in  Lead  Hardwioke*B 
firert  Tolnme  of '  State  Papers.'  I  hare  yet  found  nothing  that  appean 
a  new  scene,  or  sets  the  old  in  a  new  light ;  yet  Uiey  aze  rather 
amofiiiig,  thoogh  not  in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the  Tolnmes.  One 
likes  to  hear  acton  speak  for  themselves ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  use  a  great  many  more  words  than  are  necessary :  and  when 
one  knows  the  events  from  History,  it  is  a  little  tiresome  to  go  back 
to  the  details  and  the  delays. 

I  should  be  glad  to  employ  Mr.  Essex  on  my  Offices,  but  ttie 
impending  war  with  Franoe  deters  me.  It  is  not  a  season  for 
expense  I  I  could  like  to  leave  my  little  castie  complete ;  but, 
though  I  am  only  a  spectator,  I  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  aspect 
of  the  times,  as  the  coontry  gentleman  was,  who  was  going  ont  with 
his  hounds  as  the  two  armies  at  Edge-hill  were  going  to  engage. 
I  wish  for  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  should  be  glad  to  pass  my 
remaining  hours  in  the  idle  and  retired  amusements  I  love,  and 
without  any  solicitude  for  my  country.    Adieu  1 


1722.    TO  THB  SA£L  Of  HA.BCO0BT.> 

Mag  e,  I77B. 

Thb  space  for  the  inscription  on  which  your  Lordship  does  me 
the  honour  of  consolting  me,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen,  and 
yet  I  am  fEir  &om  objecting  to  it,  as  it  is  quite  in  the  etprit  du 
gotMque.  The  person,  however,  who  drew  it,  is  not  correct,  especially 
in  his  trefoils.  He  oo^t  to  copy  the  pattern  exactly,  <^  which  tiiere 
are  many  in  Darf  s  Westminster  or  Canterbury.  K  the  fignres  are 
painted,  the  arms  must  be  so  too  ;  and  then  I  should  like  to  have 
the  whole  tomb  enlivened  with  gold  and  azure.  Mr.  T.  Pitt  would 
sketch  the  Gotiiic  part  for  your  Lordship  better  than  anybody,  or 
BO  would  Sandby  next 

Pray  do  not  give  yourself  the  trouble,  my  dear  Lord,  this  week  of 
calling,  onless  yon  have  a  moment  to-morrow,  for  I  go  to  Strawberry 
on  Friday.  I  would  not  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to-morrow, 
if  I  had  not  something  to  show  you,  that  I  cannot  bring  to  you,  and 
that  would  pay  your  pains. 

Your  Lordship's  most  devoted, 

H.  Waltoia 

'  Mow  flnt  pobliihed.— Ccamaaut. 


i7ra.i  TO  sm  horaob  makk.  m 


1728.    TO  SIB  HORAOB  MANN. 

Stt'owbrnvif  Hm,  Ma^  9, 1778. 

As  I  have  engaged  myself  to  stock  your  impatienoe  with  frequent 
intelligenoe,  you  may  think  a  month's  intenral  a  breach  of  piomise ; 
but  though  I  write  to  display  my  diligence,  it  is  not  to  convey  any 
eTcni  You  yourself  have  told  us  all  the  fact  we  know ;  at  least, 
the  newspapers  have  done  you  the  honour  of  sending  the  information 
of  the  sailing  of  the  Toulon  squadron — not  in  terms ;  but  they  say 
an  express  arrived  from  Sir  H.  Mann  without  eating,  drinking,  or 
deeping ;  and  we  know  nothing  else— -I  mean  we,  the  people, — 
that  corresponds  with  the  date  of  such  importanee.  Pray  can  you 
tell  whether  our  fleet  is  gone  after  itP  For  the  newspapers  would 
persuade  us  that  Lord  Sandwich  has  detained  it  at  Portsmouth,  to 
divert  their  Majesties,  as  if  they  loved  shows  better  than  dominions. 

We  shall  be  in  no  want  of  sights  this  summer:  every  county 
will  have  a  camp  of  its  own ;  the  coasts  will  be  amused  with  si^;e6. 
An  American  privateer^  has  attempted  Whitehaven,  and  plundered 
Lord  Selkirk's  house.  This  is  a  little  ungrateful,  for  the  Americans 
certainly  owe  their  independence  to  the  Scots ;  though,  to  be  sure, 
in  stricbiess  it  was  not  what  the  Scots  intended  for  them.  They 
have  done,  or  will  do  us  some  good  too,  though  perhaps  with  as 
little  design ;  for  I  think  we  shall  be  forced  to  come  to  our  senses. 
Great  countries  ought  always  to  be  physicked  and  dieted  after  long 
peace  or  a  course  of  victories ;  for  prosperity  either  breeds  humours 
in  the  body,  or  flies  to  the  head :  the  first  produce  tumours,  and  the 
latter  absolute  madness. 

Lord  Chatham  has  been  at  the  point  of  death,  but  is  said  to  be 
better.  It  is  not  very  likely,  however,  that  he  should  recover  enough 
to  come  forth  again.  You  tell  me  his  sister  [Anne]  is  at  Florence. 
Her  friends,  the  Butes,  have  a  new  calamity  in  their  fisunily,  for 
which  I  pity  them :  Lady  Percy  is  enceinte^  and  the  suit  for  a 
divorce  is  commenced.'  Lady  Bute  has  been  very  unfortunate  in 
her  children,  though  there  never  was  a  better  or  more  discreet 
mother.    Lady  Percy  is  very  weak;   and  some  time  ago,  when 

^  PftQl  Jones. — CvjrmraRAii. 

'  Earl  Percy  first  msrried,  in  July  1764,  Lady  Anne  Sinirt,  third  daughter  of  the 
Karl  of  Bate ;  by  whom  he  had  no  itfue,  and  from  whom  he  was  divorced  in  May,  1779. 
In  the  same  year,  be  married  FrancesJulia,  third  daughter  of  the  hite  Peter  Barrel  1^ 
£«q.,  and  sister  to  Lord  Qwydir.— Wiugut. 
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Lady  Bute  reoeiyed  some  intimation  on  ber  oonduot^  she  said, 
''Upon  my  word,  I  haye  not  room  in  my  head  for  that  misfortonel'' 

Though  I  write  this  on  the  Saturday,  it  oannot  depart  till  Tuesday. 
Probably,  I  shall  have  little  to  add.  Next  monfli  will  be  more 
prolifio  of  intelligenoe.  Yet  make  no  aoconnt  of  my  auguries.  I 
have  lived  too  long,  and  have  been  too  often  mistaken  in  my  calcu- 
lations! to  trust  my  own  reason  or  that  of  others.  EEalf  our  conjee- 
tures  are  built  on  Ignorance,  and  her  sister  Chance  governs  the  rest. 

My  mind  is  a  little  one,  and  apt  to  fluctuate.  I  answer  for 
nothing  but  my  principles,  and  never  committed  them  to  the 
guidance  of  events ;  so,  though  my  letters  may  have  been  affected 
by  the  weather-glass,  the  sum  total  has  becoi  uniform.  I  haye 
hoped  or  feared ;  but  always  in  the  same  spirit — ^the  liberty  and 
happiness  of  England. 

AritngUm  Street,  11<A. 

I  must  unsay  a  material  passage  in  my  letter :  Lord  Chatham 
died  this  morning  I  I  am  of  opinion  that  Lord  Temple  died  at  the 
same  moment,  or  had  better  think  he  did.  We  shall  haye  oppor- 
tunities of  aeeing  whether  the  mantle  of  the  former  is  descended 
upon  anybody  I  Lord  Shelbume  will  probably  pretend  that  it  was 
a  legacy  to  him ;  but,  without  Lord  Chatham's  fortune  too,  a  chak 
will  be  of  littie  use.  Well  I  with  all  his  defects.  Lord  Chatham 
wQl  be  a  capital  historic  figure.  France  dreaded  his  crutch  to  this 
very  moment ;  but  I  doubt  she  does  not  think  that  it  has  left  a 
stick  of  the  wood ! — ^no  offence  to  Mrs.  Anne  [Pitt],  who,  I  allow, 
has  great  parts,  and  not  less  ambition :  but  Fortune  did  not  treat 
her  as  a  twin. 

Tueidajf  momimg. 

Last  night  the  House  of  Commons  voted  a  funeral  and  monument 
to  Lord  Chatham  at  the  public  expense,  and  the  members  are  to 
walk  at  the  burial. 


1784    TO  H.  B.  B.  THS  DUOHISS  0?  GLOUOSSTSR. 

Ma^  10, 177S. 

I  DO  assure  you,  Madam,  your  Rojral  Highness  is  totally  mistaken 
about  Lord  Ch[ewion  P],  whom  I  have  not  seen  this  month.  I  received 
my  account  from  no  relation  or  friend,  but  from  a  gentieman  of  the 
strictest  honour,  who  came  to  me  as  not  knowing  else  how  to  convey 
the  information  to  you.  I  will  upon  no  account  name  him,  as  I 
gave  him  my  word  I  would  not.    I  am  extremely  happy  there  is  no 
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^naSi  in  the  idea,  though  it  oame  to  me  in  so  wrions  a  manner  and 
from  a  man  so  incapable  of  an  iU-meaningy  that  it  was  my  duty 
to  acquaint  you  with  it ;  and  as  I  desired  to  be  named  to  your 
danghtersy  they  will  know  how  kind  my  intention  was,  and  thati  am, 
as  I  haye  professed  to  them»  as  affeetionate  as  if  I  was  their  fisither. 

I  shall  be  very  glad.  Madam,  of  yonr  brother's  pictare,  and  will 
try  to  find  a  pUce  for  it ;  but  it  is  fisff  fix>m  being  the  only  near 
relation  of  whom  I  hare  no  portrait — ^I  haye  none  of  Lord  Dysart, 
of  the  Bishop  [of  Exeter],  of  Lady  Malpas,  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cholmondetey,  of  Lady  Gadogan,  &c — and  therefore  the  remark  of 
the  persons  that  obswyed  your  brother's  being  wanting,  was  not 
Tery  good-natured  to  him  or  me.  Many  of  the  £Eunily  pictures  I 
happened  to  haye ;  others  I  begged  as  I  wanted  them  for  particular 
places ;  and,  indeed,  furnished  my  house  to  please  mjrself,  not  to 
please  such  people  as  those  who  haye  been  so  obliging  as  to  tell  your 
Boyal  Higlmess  that  my  not  haying  your  brother's  picture  was  a 
mark  of  contempt  I  haye  no  desire  of  pleasing  those  who  were 
capable  of  saying  such  a  thing  to  you.  Yonr  affection  for  his 
memory  is  most  amiable»  and  I  shall  obey  you  with  pleasure ;  but 
allow  me  to  say,  Madam,  that  I  hope  you  will  always  judge  of  me 
by  what  you  know  of  me,  and  not  from  comments  of  others.  I 
haye  been  taxed  with  partiality  for  yon,  long  befiore  there  was  a 
question  of  your  present  rank ;  nor  do  I  belieye  you  suspect  me  of 
attachment  to  you  from  that  motiye.  I  am  too  old,  too  independent, 
and  too  contented,  to  haye  hopes  or  fears  from  anybody.  I  haye 
the  highest  respect  for  his  Bcyal  Hi^mess's  character  and  yirtues, 
and  idways  shall  haye;  and  am  proud  of  paying  my  court  to 
him,  when  it  can  only  flow  from  personal  reyermce.  Were  he  in 
the  situation  he  ought  to  be,  I  diould  be  but  the  less  anxious  to 
show  it 

Lideed  I  little  expected  to  be  suspected  of  wanting  attachment  to 
any  part  of  my  family.  I  haye  been  laughed  at  perhaps  deseryedly, 
for  fimiily  pride^  which  certainly  is  not  always  a  proof  of  family 
affection.  I  biMt  I  haye  giyen  prooAi  that  they  are  not  dis- 
united in  me;  and  yet,  except  from  my  &ther,  I  neyer  receiyed 
either  benefits  or  fayours ;  and  from  him  only  my  places^  and  a 
small  fortune  not  paid.  Tkna,  iHtateyer  I  haye^  exo^  my  share 
of  Mr.  Shorter's  fbrtune'  that  came  to  me  by  his  leaying  no  wHl,  and 
consequently  was  no  obligation,  I  neitiber  leesiyed  bos^  my  famify 

*  8m  Tol  i.,  p.  bnriL— CvmirasAJt, 


«a  HORACB  WALPOLffS  LBTTEBa  [17781 

nor  owe  to  it.  It  has  been  saved  by  my  own  pradenoe,  is  my  own 
to  dispose  of  as  I  please,  and,  bowever  I  distribute  it,  or  to  wbom, 
will  be  a  gift,  not  a  daim. 

I  should  not  say  thus  much,  Madam,  but  when  any  one  can  think 
it  worth  while  to  make  invidious  remarks  to  you  on  a  tender  point 
with  you,  on  what  is  or  is  not  in  my  house,  you  will  allow  me 
to  justify  myself,  and  even  open  my  heart  to  you,  to  whom  I  desire 
it  should  be  known,  though  I  certainly  owe  no  account  to  anybody 
on  so  trifling  a  subject  as  the  furniture  of  a  house  which  I  am 
master  to  do  what  I  please  with,  living  or  dead.  It  was  from  no 
disregard  for  your  brother  that  I  had  not  his  picture.  I  love  Lady 
Oadogan  very  much,  as  I  do,  surely,  your  daughters  and  nieces,  yet 
have  not  happened  to  have  their  pictures:  and  though  I  have 
probably  said  a  great  deal  too  much,  like  an  old  man,  it  is  always 
a  mark  of  affection  when  I  submit  myself  on  an  unjust  accusation ; 
and  as  tenderness  for  my  £Eimily  is  the  duty  in  which  I  have  in  my 
whole  life  been  the  least  culpable,  though  very  blamable  in  a 
thousand  other  respects,  it  is  very  pardonable  to  be  circumstantial 
and  prolix  to  her  whose  reproach  was  kind  and  good,  and  whom 
I  desire  to  convince  that  I  have  neither  wanted  affection  for  my 
family,  nor  am  unjust  to  it.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Madam,  your 
Boyal  Highnesses  most  Mthful,  humble  servant. 


1725.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

May  12, 1778. 

I  NOW  and  then  write  a  letter  for,  rather  than  to,  you ;  that  is, 
when  they  will  bear  delay,  and  be  equally  fresh,  and  when  they 
contain  anecdotes  that  I  do  not  care  to  send  by  the  post  if  they  are 
too  personal,  and  I  have  not  a  prospect  of  sudden  conveyance.  The 
following  will  have  all  these  ingredients,  and  will  rather  be  an 
epitome  of  the  manners  of  the  time,  than  a  letter.  The  character- 
istics of  the  age  are  frenzy,  folly,  extravagance,  and  insensibility ; 
no  wonder  wheoa  such  stars  are  predominant,  that  Ruin  both  stalks 
on,  and  is  not  felt  or  apprehended. 

About  ten  days  ago,  I  wanted  a  housemaid,  and  one  presented 
herself  very  well  recommended.  I  said,  **  But,  young  woman,  why 
do  you  leave  your  present  placeP''  She  said  she  could  not  support 
the  hours  she  kept ;  that  her  lady  never  went  to  bed  till  three  or 
four  in  the  morning.     "  Bless  me,  child,''  said  I,  **  why,  you  tell  me 
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yon  live  with  a  bishop's  wife :  I  nerer  heard  that  Mrs.  North ' 
gamed  or  raked  so  late/'  ''  No,  Sir/'  said  she,  **  but  she  is  three 
hours  undressixig."  Upon  my  word,  the  edifice  that  takes  three 
hours  to  demolish,  must  at  least  be  double  the  time  in  fabricating  I 
Would  not  you  for  once  sit  up  till  morning  to  see  the  destruction  oi 
the  Pyramid  and  distribution  of  the  materials  ?  Do  not  mention 
this,  for  I  did  not  take  the  girl,  and  she  still  assists  at  the  daily  and 
nightiy  revolutions  of  BabeL 

On  Tuesday  I  supped  after  the  Opera  at  Mrs.  Meynel's  with  a  set 
of  the  most  fashionable  company,  which,  take  notice,  I  very  seldom 
do  now,  as  I  certainly  am  not  of  the  age  to  mix  often  witii  young 
people.  Lady  Melbourne'  was  standing  before  the  fire,  and  adjusting 
her  feathers  in  the  glass,  says  she,  "  Lord  I  they  say  the  stocks  will 
blow  up :  that  will  be  yery  oomicaL" 

These  would  be  features  for  Comedy,  if  they  would  not  be  thought 
oaricatures,  but  to-day  I  am  possessed  of  a  genuine  paper,  that 
I  belieYe  I  shall  leave  to  the  Museum,  and  which,  though  its  object 
will,  I  suppose,  to-morrow  become  record,  cannot  be  believed 
authentic  an  hundred  years  hence.  It  would  in  such  a  national 
oaiire  as  Ghilliver  be  deemed  too  exaggerated.  In  short.  Lord 
Foley  and  his  brother  have  petitioned  the  House  of  Lords  to  set 
aside  their  fisither's  Will,  as  it  seems  he  intended  to  have  raised  an 
hundred  thousand  pounds  to  pay  their  debts,  but  died  before  he 
oould  execute  his  intention.  All  the  Ladies' Melboumes,  and  all  the 
Bishops'  wives  that  kill  their  servants  by  vigils  are  going  about  the 
town  lamenting  these  poor  orphans,  and  soliciting  the  peers  to 
redress  their  grievances ;  but  no  words,  no  ridicule,  can  attain  to  the 
ridiculous  pathetic  of  the  printed  case  itself,  which  now  lies  before 
me,  and  of  which  the  four  first  lines  are  these— upon  my  honour 
they  are  exactly  these : — 

*'  The  present  Lord  Foley  and  his  brother  Mr.  Edward  Foley 
having  contracted  large  bond  debts  to  the  amount  of  about  — /.,  and 
encumbered  themselves  by  granting  annuities  for  their  lives  to  the 
amount  of  about  seventeen  thousand  fi)ur  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
a  year,  explained  their  situation  to  their  fiither  the  late  Lord .** 

Poor  unfortunate  children  I  before  thirty,  the  eldest  had  spent  an 

>  Wife  of  the  Hon.  Brownlow  North,  at  thU  time  Biihop  of  Woroeeter.  He  died 
Im  1820  Bishop  of  Winchetter. — Cvhhivoham. 

*  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Balph  Milbanke,  of  Halnaby,  Bart.,  wife  of  the  fint 
Tieeoant  Helboume  (died  1828),  and  mother  of  Lord  Melbourne,  the  Prime  Minister. 
She  died  in  1818.— CumxeBAM. 
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estate  (to  flie  poflsesrion  of  which  he  was  not  aniTed)  of  twenty 
thousand  a  year ;  at  least,  forfeited  his  father's  affections,  who  left 
him  hut  six  thousand  a  year  and  a  palace ;  and  the  youngest  brother 
had  been  dipped  in  the  same  extraragance  with  him,  and  the 
legislature  is  desired  to  set  aside  so  just  a  punishment,  and  if  it  does 
will  deserre  that  every  lad  in  England  should  waste  his  father's 
estate  before  his  &ce.  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  where  all  the  shekels  that 
ever  were  in  the  country  would  give  no  idea  of  the  debt,  though 
Jews  are  the  creditors  I  Bum  your  sermon  instead  of  printing  it 
Do  you  think  you  can  preach  up  to  the  enormities  of  the  times  ? 
Hyperbole  is  baffled,  and  if  the  fine  ladies  of  Jerusalem  were  so 
gallant  that  the  prophets  were  obliged  to  pass  all  bounds  of  decency 
in  censuring  Dudiess  Aholah  and  Oountess  Aholibah,  where  would 
they  have  found  figures  even  in  eastern  rhetoric  to  paint  the  enormity 
of  two  sons  eoBplaiwmg  to  their  father  that  they  paid  seventeen 
thousand  pounds  a  year  to  usurers  for  money  they  had  borrowed  to 
pay  gaming  debts  P  and  what  tropes,  what  metaphors  drawn  from 
asses  would  deseiibe  a  sanhedrim  that  su£hred  such  a  petition  to  be 
laid  before  it  P 

These  have  been  my  collections  in  a  single  fortnight  in  the 
flagrancy  of  a  civil  war.  History  shall  not  revert  to  Athens  for 
decrees  against  diverting  the  revenues  of  the  theatre  to  the  service 
of  the  state.  London  shall  be  the  storehouse  hereafter,  whence 
declamations  shall  be  drawn  on  the  infatuation  of  foiling  empires. 
Nay,  so  potent  is  the  intoxication,  that  in  two  companies  tUs  evening 
I  have  been  thought  singular  for  seeing  this  petUian  in  the  light  I 
do:  at  York  perhaps  I  may  not  be  held  so  antediluvian  in  my 
opinions.  With  such  obsolete  j»^udices  I  certainly  am  not  very 
proper  at  modem  suppers,  yet  with  such  erdremetB  one  would  not 
whoUy  miss  them.  Nations  at  the  acme  of  their  splendour,  or  at  the 
eve  of  their  destmction,  are  worth  observing.  When  they  grovel  in 
obscurity  afterwards,  they  furaiA  neither  events  nor  reflections ; 
strangers  visit  the  vestiges  of  the  Acropolis,  or  may  come  to  dig  for 
capitals  among  the  ruins  of  8i  Paul's;  but  nobody  studies  the 
maimers  of  the  pedlars  and  banditti,  iliat  dwell  in  mud  huts  within 
the  precincts  of  a  demolidied  temple.  Curio  and  dodius  are 
memorable  as  they  paved  the  way  to  tiie  throne  of  Ossar,  but  equal 
aooundrels  are  not  entified  to  infamy  niter  a  constitution  is  over- 
turned. What  we  shall  retain,  I  do  not  conjecture.  The  constitution 
might  recover — the  nation  cannot;  but  though  its  enemies  have 
miscarried  in  their  attacks  on  the  former,  is  there  sense  or  virtue 
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enough  left  to  reBtore  it»  though  the  aastilaiitB  have  betrayed  such 
wietohed,  despioaUe  inoapaoify  P  Unlefit  sadden  inspiratioii  shouUi 
•eisEe  the  whole  ialaiidy  and  make  it  with  one  Toioe  inyite  Dr.  Franklio 
to  oome  oyer  and  new  model  the  goyemmmiti  it  will  crumble  awaf 
in  the  hands  that  still  hold  it  They  feel,  they  own  their  insufficiency. 
Ererybody  is  sensible  of  it»  and  everybody  seems  to  think,  like  Lady 
Melbonme,  that  if  we  are  blown  up  it  will  be  yery  oomic«L 


1798.    TO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  MABOIT. 

StraiAary  JffiU,  May  15, 177a. 

I  HAYS  gulped  my  anger  at  your  silence,  or  at  least  adjourned  it 
till  I  have  less  disposition  to  speak,  that  I  may  chat  with  you  on  all 
that  has  happened  since  I  wrote  last  Saturday.  The  first  thing  I 
heard  on  landing  ia  Arlington  Street  was  Loxd  Ohatham's  death, 
which  in  truth  I  thought  of  no  great  consequence,  but  to  himself; 
for  either  he  would  have  remained  where  he  was,  or  been  fetched 
out  to  do  what  he  could  not  do, — replace  us  once  more  on  the  throne 
of  Neptune.  Hie  House  of  Commons  has  chosen  to  make  his  death 
an  epoch,  which  is  to  draw  the  line  between  our  prosperify  and 
adversity.  They  bury  him,  and  father  his  children.  In  this  fit  of 
gratitude  two  men  chose  not  to  be  involved,  but  voted  against 
attending  his  funeral;  one  was  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
[Oomwallis],  who  owed  the  tiara  to  him ;  the  other,  Lord  Onsbw,' 
who  formerly  used  to  wait  in  the  lobby  to  help  him  on  with  his 
great-coat. 

Yesterday  teemed  wifli  events :  a  compromise  on  the  Irish  bills 

was  made  and  broken.    Then  Sir  George  Saville  moved  for  taking 

off  pressures  firom  the  Boman  Catholics,  which  charmed  every  soul 

on  both  sides ;  and  I  suppose  the  Papists  wiU  soon  be  admiitod  ad 
eundem. 

Next  arrived  (General  Buigoyne.    I  don't  know  whether  he  was 

suiprised  or  not,  but  he  received  a  prohibition  of  appearing  at 

Conrt ;  and  a  Board  of  G^eral  Officers  is  appointed  to  sit  on 

his  conduct.    Luckily  We  have  ^ough  to  spare,  though  French 

and  Spaniards  should  land  in  twenty  places ;  for  next  came  an 

account  of  Marshal  Broglio  being  appointed  Commander-in-chief 

on  the  coasts  of  the  ocean.     The  ubi  of  the  Toulon  squadron  is 

'  George  Onilow,  Earl  of  Onflow,  died  1S14. — CvnrnioiiAii.   . 
TOL.  m.  t 
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not  asoertained.  That  of  Brest  has  fhiriy  frigates,  and  flie  Spanish 
ten  thousand  men  on  board,  so  you  may  prophesy  at  yo!ir  pleasure. 

I  say  nothing  of  an  interlude  which  nobody  has  leisure  to  think 
on,  and  is  a  great  way  off  iu  a  certain  little  empire  we  have,  or  had, 
called  India,  where  Mr.  Hastings  had  deposed  General  dayering  by 
the  plenitude  of  his  power  before  the  laiter's  death. 

I  thought  these  accidents  were  sufficient  for  one  week,  and  came 
out  of  town  this  morning  as  tranquilly  as  if  I  were  a  minister ;  so 
I  hold  my  own  philosophy  fiill  as  h4;h  as  any  stoic  in  Yorkshire. 
It  does  require  some  command  of  temper  to  sit  still  and  see  a  general 
wreck  approaching, — I  mean  for  one  that  expects  and  thinks  on  it. 
I  know  I  might  go  to  Banelagh,  and  Newmarket,  and  exhibitions, 
and  say,  with  Pope, 

Whfttorer  iiy  is  ril^i. 

But  I  am  Ibroed  to  seek  oflier  consolations ;  and  as  I  hare  not  the 
spirits  of  youth,  I  hare  recourse  to  age,  and  comfort  myself  that  my 
time  cannot  be  long  whether  I  survive  my  country  or  the  con- 
stitution, the  former  of  which  is  alternately  shaken  or  attempted  to 
be  propped  by  experiments  on  the  latter ;  but  it  is  idle  to  dream 
on  old  maxims.  A  great  convulsion  is  at  hand,  and  new  eras  find 
new  levels.  Old  folks  should  not  trouble  themselTes  with  great 
epochs  at  the  end  of  their  lives,  but  set  themselves  ^Murt  till  they 
are  swept  to  the  and^t  mass  to  which  they  belonged. 

I  have  long  taken  my  doctor's  degree  in  Strulbruggism,  and 
wonder  I  concern  myself  about  the  affidrs  of  the  living.  GK)od 
night  I  I  will  go  and  converse  wifli  flie  dead. 

1727.    TO  THI  RSY.  WILLIAM  HABOIT. 

JToy  IS,  177S. 

As  a  Gbfli,  as  a  respecter  of  princes  of  the  name  of  William,  and 
as  undo  of  one  of  that  name,  I  certainly  shall  not  refuse  my  mite  to 
the  re-enshrinement  of  the  bones  of  poor  William  of  Hatfield.  I  will 
willingly  be  at  the  whole  expense,  if  you  will  take  care  I  shall  have 
no  honour  from  it,  as  I  hate  crowding  one's  name  into  Fame's 
account-book,  by  bringing  her  in  a  bill  for  stone  and  mortar.  You 
shall  have  his  Boyal  Highnesses  arms  too,  and  anything  but  the 
epitaph.  I  have  neither  time  nor  understanding  left  for  writing 
anything.     My  nephew's  situation  will  employ  and  poison  all  my 
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leisure ;  and  were  it  not  my  way  to  occupy  every  minute,  I  conld 
not  go  through  half  I  have  to  do,  and  all  I  wish  to  do  I  leave 
undone.  If  I  forget  Prinoe  William's  arms,  you  must  put  me  in 
mind. 

In  all  my  trouble  I  cannot  be  forgetful  of  you.  Here  is  oome 
out  a  paltry  Supplement  to  Hume's  *  life/  with  his  Will,  a  supple- 
ment to  his  vanity.  He  modestly  orders  only  his  name  to  be 
mentioned  on  his  tomb,  but  appoints  posterity  his  executors,  and 
requires  them  to  write  an  epitaph  setting  forth  his  great  abilities 
according  to  flie  high  opinion  tiiey  will  have  of  them.  VoM  an 
PhUo9aphe.  The  editor  grossly  abuses  you  for  what  I  hope  you 
glory  in,  the  publication  of  Ghra/s  'Letters ;'  in  particular  that  which 
censures  Hume,  which  the  fool  calls  illiberal  By  Hume's  own 
account  of  himself  he  attacked  all  religion,  in  order  to  be  talked  of. 
It  is  iiUberal  in  a  very  moral  man  to  be  shocked  at  Atheism !  This 
IB  Scotch  morality !  The  condemnation  of  Ghray's  'Letters'  is  Scotch 
taste !  The  whole  nation  hitherto  has  been  void  of  wit  and  humour, 
and  evea  incapable  of  relishing  it.  The  dull  editor  says,  Ghray  never 
thought  his  letters  would  see  the  light.  He  does  not  perceive  how 
much  that  circumstance  enhances  their  merit :  I  do  not  wonder  he 
is  insensible  of  their  charming  beauties.  Nobody  yet  ever  wrote 
letters  so  well,  and  his  earliest  have  more  marks  of  genius  than  his 
latest  Your  crime  does  not  lie  in  what  you  have  given  of  Gray 
but  of  yourself.  The  Scots  like  to  wound  with  another  man^s 
dagger :  you  will  only  smile  at  their  impotence.  I  wish  they  could 
only  stab  with  their  pens, — 

The  grej-gooM  quill  ihftt  it  ihiwton, 
la  no  maa't  blood  wiU  be  wet 

I  know  no  news.  You  have  seen  the  Speaker's  remonstrance, 
and  how  ably  Charles  Fox  made  the  House  adopt  it»  and  conse- 
quently the  condemnation  of  their  own  act 

I  have  seen  Sheridan's  new  comedy  ['  The  School  for  Scandal '], 
and  liked  it  mudi  better  than  any  I  have  seen  since  '  The  Provoked 
Husband.'  There  is  a  great  deal  of  wit  and  good  situations,  but  it 
is  too  long,  has  two  or  three  bad  scenes  that  might  easily  be  omitted, 
and  seemed  to  me  to  want  nature  and  truth  of  character ;  but  I  have 
not  read  it^  and  sat  too  high  to  hear  it  welL  It  is  admirably  acted. 
Burke  has  published  a  pamphlet  on  the  American  War,  and  an 
Apology  for  his  own  secession  and  that  of  his  friends.  I  have  not 
had  time  to  look  at  it,  but  I  do  not  believe  I  shall  agree  with  him  on 
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die  latter  part  so  mtioh  as  on  the  first  Do  not  retam  meflie 
'  Incas ; '  I  shall  never  read  ii  I  hear  yonr  *  Garden '  was  oriticiaed 
in  the  '  Morning  Post'    Oontinue  to  plant 

Flowen  wortliy  of  puadlae^— 

and  do  not  mind  their  being  trampled  on  in  such  a  soil  as  this. 
Adieu  I  I  wish  I  had  leisure  to  chat  with  you  longer.' 

^  «0  turn  HOV.  HOKAOB  WALPOLB. 

Aston,  May  24, 1778. 

I  Hit!  got  s  qnlra  of  iii«oh  mAUer  paper  thaa  I  foimerly  need,  thongli  not  quite 
•0  niiaU  te  tliat  yoa  write  lettets  npen,  and  I  am  in  great  hopes  ii  wUl  make  me  a 
mach  more  panctnal  oonrespondent  to  yon  and  the  reet  of  my  friends ;  for  when  a 
man  has  nothing  to  lay  (wldch  is  nmally  my  case)  there  is  notMng  so  formidable  as 
seeing  a  hnge  quarto  page,  big  enough  for  ^  types  of  a  Sootoh  Ustorian,  lie  before 
one  in  expectation  of  bdng  filled.  I  know  I  lukrt  frequently  taken  one  of  those  oat 
of  my  porU  feuiUe  and  put  it  in  again  through  pure  diigust  at  its  magnitude.  Pray, 
who  is  your  stationer!  His  Mijesty  has  been  mine  a  great  while  (through  the 
mediation  of  Mr.  Auditor  Stonhewer) ;  but  FU  turn  him  ofl^  and  take  yours ;  and 
yet,  when  one  eonsiders  that  it  is  the  only  thing  by  wliich  he  has  erer  benefited  me, 
or  will  be  likely  to  benefit  me,  this  would  be  quarrelling  with  one's  bread  and  butter. 

Thus  the  i^logetical  first  page,  the  most  difficult  to  write  in  a  whole  letter,  is 
fiilrly  fiUed,and  thesecond  begun.  Shall  I  fill  this  with  a  threnody  on  the  two  Barls* 
which  have  lately  left  my  stationer  In  the  lurch  T  Their  characters  are  too  dissimilar 
to  be  hitebed  into  the  same  riiymes,  and  yet  they  both  agreed  in  one  Tirtue, — ^that  of 
a  most  profound  loyalty.  The  latter  of  these,  with  whom  only  I  was  acquainted, 
lamented  the  republican  spirit  that  was  abroad,  in  the  last  eonferenoe  I  had  with  him. 
I  did  not  ask  him  wliat  he  meant  by  it,  be<9ui8e  I  was  sure  he  eould  not  tell  me. 
Bui  aie  yen  not  chaimed  with  the  Carendishes  gating  up  to  praise  the  dead  state»> 
man  1  whom  I  know  they  hated  as  cordially  as  the  King  hates  them.  I  always 
thought  Lord  John  rather  a  modest  man  tin  this  eyent  And  are  not  you  charmed 
too  with  the  political  wisdom  of  Sir  George  Saville^  who  chooses  this  Tery  moment  to 
indispose  the  whole  body  of  Dissenters  towards  him  and  Ids  party  by  rising  up  the 
ehampiou  of  the  Pftpist&  Bad  as  I  esteem  the  reigning  Ministry,  I  actually  like 
them  better  than  the  Opposition, — I  mean  the  Rockingham  part  of  it ;  and  yet  iJl  my 
friends  are  included  in  that  part 

Prsy,  gire  me  an  account  of  the  fimersl,'  and  if  you  haTO  time,  order  your  gardener 
to  pluck  a  bouquet  of  onions,  and  send  it  with  my  compliments  to  Lord  John,  that 
he  may  put  them  in  his  handkerthief  to  weep  with  cpreater  Ikcility.  I  am  sU^  of  my 
friends,  my  countiy,  and  myseH  They  say  we  are  to  be  invaded ;  I  am  as  impatient 
to  be  so  as  the  old  nun  in  the  '  Pucelle '  was  to  be  violated :  well ;  but  if  we  are  not 
invaded,  will  you  meet  me  in  a  little  time  at  Kunefaami  I  mean  to  go  there  the 
middle  of  nest  month,  and  st^  till  Augusts  I  had  onee  thought  of  psiing  through 
town ;  but  the  absence  of  my  curate  [Mr.  Aldeison]  I  believe  wUl  prevent  me ;  for  he 
is  now  setting  off  with  Lord  H[oldemesse]'s  eorpse  to  Hornby,  and  is  to  return  to 
town  to  settle  some  afikirs  relative  to  the  lease  of  Sion  HiU^  with  the  Duke  of 


*  The  great  Eaii  Of  Chatham,  who  died  on  the  12th  May,  1778,  and  the  Bail  of 
Holdemesse  (Mason's  patron),  who  died  on  the  10th  May,  1778.— OnivnranAii. 

*  Of  the  larl  of  Chatham,  in  Westminster  Abbey.— Cuvvzvobak. 

^  In  the  parish  of  Isleworth :  a  house  built  by  Lord  Holdemesse,  and  afterwaidl 
Inhabited  hj  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.— Cvsitisobaii. 
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1788.    TO  THX  BBY.  WILLIAM  COLS. 

AHmgkm  Strtd,  May  21, 1778. 

I  WILL  not  flatter  ycm :  I  was  not  in  Che  least  amused  with  either 
Simon,  Simeon,  or  WilHam  of  Wyroestre.  If  there  was  anything 
tolerable  in  either,  it  was  the  part  omitted,  or  the  part  I  did  not 
read,  which  was  the  Jonmey  to  Jerusalem,  about  which  I  haye  not 
the  smallest  cariosity.  I  thank  you  for  mentioning' The  Qentleman's 
ICagasine/  which  I  sent  for. 

Mr.  Essex  has  called  up(m  me,  and  \f&  me  liie  drawing  of  a 
bridge,  witili  which  I  am  peifecfly  pleased,  bat  I  was  onlnckily  out 
of  town ;  he  left  no  direction,  and  I  know  not  where  to  seek  him  in 
tibis  orergrown  bottle  of  hay.  I  still  hope  he  will  call  again  before 
his  retom. 

May  not  I,  should  not  I,  widi  you  joy  on  the  restcHration  of 
popery  f  I  expect  soon  to  see  Oapuohins  tramping  ibout,  and 
Jesuits  in  highpiaeea.  We  are  relapsing  fJEUBt  to  our  pris|in6  state, 
and  have  nothing  but  our  island,  and  our  old  rdigion. 

Mr.  Nasmith's  publioaticm  directed  me  to  the  MSS.  in  Bene't 
libraiy,  which  I  did  not  know  was  printed.  I  found  two  or  three 
from  which  I  should  be  glad  to  haye  transcripts,  and  would 
willingly  pay  for ;  but  I  left  the  book  at  Strawberry,  and  must 
trouble  you  another  time  with  that  commission. 

The  City  wants  to  bury  Lord  Chatham  in  Si  Paul's;  which,  as 
a  person  said  to  me  this  morning,  would  literally  be  *'  robbing  Peter 
to  pay  PauL'' '  I  wish  it  could  be  so,  that  there  might  be  some 
decoration  in  that  nudity,  en  attendant  the  re-establishment  of 

Korthwnberimnd.  Ton  niAy  wdl  beUe?«  Uial  I  mn  oontentedly  atoy  here,  whan  I 
refleci  thai  %  grtal  {Murt  of  the  trouble  and  AltendAnee  tliat  now  fiJu  apon  him  would 
h*Te  been  my  lot  had  things  been  as  th^  onee  were.  But  my  little  qnarto  paga 
happily  releases  yon  from  more  of  my  prate,  and  le^Tea  me  no  room  to  say  how  mndh 
lunyoua, 

W.  Miiov. 

Ton  talked  in  your  last  of  a  letter  yon  had  written  last  Saturday :  I  hope  yon  waa 
only  iteming,  for  I  haye  only  recelTed  one  sinee  I  came  hither  from  York. 

*  Walpole  aUndea  to  the  UU  for  the  relief  of  the  Soman  Oatholiea,  whldi  releaaed 
their  priests  from  proseention,  and  allowed  members  of  that  religion  to  pnrehaaa 
lands  and  take  them  by  descent  It  passed  both  Houses  withoat  opposition. — Wbiosi. 

'  BdbUng  Westminster  Abbey,  or  the  monastery  of  St  PeUff's,  Westminster.— 
CramaaAX. 
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Tarious  altars.  It  is  not  my  design  to  purchase  the  new  edition  of 
the  '  Biographia ; '  I  trost  they  will  giro  the  old  purchasers  the 
additions  as  a  supplement.  I  had  oorrected  the  errata  of  the  press 
throughout  my  copy,  but  I  could  not  take  the  trouble  of  transcribing 
them,  nor  could  lend  them  the  originals,  as  I  am  apt  to  scribble 
notes  in  the  margins  of  all  my  books  that  interest  me  at  alL'  Pray 
let  me  know  if '  Baker's  Life '  is  among  the  additions,  and  whether 
you  are  satisfied  with  it^  as  there  could  not  be  events  enough  in  his 
retired  li&  to  justify  two  accounts  of  it. 

There  are  no  new  oU  news,  and  you  care  for  nothing  within  the 
memory  of  man.  I  am  always  intending  to  draw  up  an  account  of 
my  intercourse  with  Chatterton,  which  I  take  yery  kindly  you 
remind  me  o^  but  some  arocation  or  other  has  still  prevented  it 
My  perfect  ionocence  of  having  indirectly  been  an  ingredient  in  his 
dismal  &te,  which  happened  two  years  after  our  correspondence,  and 
after  he  had  exhausted  both  his  resources  and  his  constitution,  have 
made  it  more  easy  to  prove  that  I  never  saw  him,  knew  nothing  of 
his  ever  being  in  London,  and  was  the  first  person,  instead  of  the 
lasty  on  whom  he  had  practised  his  impositions,  and  founded  his 
chimeric  hopes  of  promotion.  My  very  first,  or  at  least  second 
letter,  undeceived  him  in  those  views,  and  our  correspondence  was 
broken  off  before  he  quitted  his  master's  business  at  Bristol,  so  that 
his  disappointment  with  me  was  but  his  first  ill  success ;  and  he 
resented  my  incredulity  so  much,  that  he  never  condescended  to  let 
me  see  him.  Lideed,  what  I  have  said  now  to  you,  and  which 
cannot  be  oontroverted  by  a  shadow  of  a  doubt,  would  be  sufficient 
vindication.  I  could  only  add  to  the  proofs,  a  vain  regret  of  never 
having  known  his  distresses,  which  his  amazing  genius  would  have 
tempted  me  to  relieve,  though  I  fear  he  had  no  other  claim  to 
compassion.  Mr.  Warton  has  said  enough  to  open  the  eyes  of  every 
one  who  is  not  greatly  prejudiced  to  his  forgeries.  Dr.  Millos  is  one 
who  will  not  make  a  bow  to  Dr.  Percy  for  not  being  as  wilfully 
blind  as  himself,  but  when  he  gets  a  beam  in  his  eye  that  he  takes 
for  an  antique  truth,  there  is  no  persuading  him  to  submit  to  be 
couched.    Adieu  I 

'  So  mnoh  wu  thii  %  cniUnn  with  him,  thai  I  will  rep«tt  my  regret  that  hie  ttfacaiy 
al  Stnwbenj  UiU  wae  ever  icattend. — Cusiugoaii. 
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im.    TO  THB  lABL  OF  HABCN>UBXi 
Mt  Di4m  Lou,  Jfoy  9$,  1779. 

As  fhe  weather  is  as  fine  as  it  is  likely  to  be  till  the  summer  is 
gone,  and  as  you  have  flattered  me  with  the  honour  of  a  visit,  may 
I  ask  if  Sunday  or  Monday  next  will  be  agreeable  to  your  Lordship 
and  Lady  Haroourt^  or  what  other  day  before  you  go  out  of  town  to 
pull  [jne]  your  own  house? 

Your  Lordship's  most  devoted, 

H.  Walfolx. 

P.S.  If  you  did  not  give  yourself  inland  airs,  you  would  wait  to 
rebuild  your  house,  till  the  French  had  burnt  it  down.  I  trust  to 
the  talisman  of  King  William's  spurs. 


1780.    TO  THE  BBY.  WILUAM  MASON. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  May  81, 1778. 

I  AM  glad  jrou  have  deigned  to  answer  me  at  last,  for  there  is  no 
conversation  when  only  one  talks.  I  was  almost  sorry  that  I  had 
not  begged  you  to  order  your  executor  to  send  me  word  you  was  dead, 
and  that  I  need  not  write  any  more.  But,  my  good  Mend,  you  are 
fuU  as  great  a  contradiction  as  Lord  John  [Oavendish],  or  any  Catholic 
Whig  upon  eartL  You  write  once  in  a  quarter,  and  yet  complain 
of  my  small  paper.  I  fixed  upon  this  little  quarto  for  substuitial 
reasons.  I  am  too  apt  to  write  too  much  to  ^oee  I  love,  and  pre- 
scribed myself  this  size  that  I  might  not  weary  them,  and  it  holds 
all  one  has  to  say  to  those  one  loves  not,  and  yet  seems  to  contain  a 
decent  quantity. 

I  should  like  to  accept  the  assignation  you  give  me,  and  will  if  I 
have  the  least  encouragement,  but  I  have  had  no  invitation ;  and 
though  I  do  not  at  all  know  why,  am  a  Uttle  suspicious  of  not  being 
in  the  most  perfect  &vour.  As  this  is  by  no  means  positive,  I  take 
no  notice,  because  it  is  not  at  all  on  my  side,  and  that  it  shall  revive 
whenever  it  pleases,  as  my  rq;ard  is  just  the  same.  If  we  should 
not  meet  I  think  you  cannot  refuse  coming  to  me  for  a  few  days. 

*  Now  first  pnbliihed.— CuiniivoHiii. 


n  IIOBAQI  TALPOMTB  LITTB8.  pT7fl. 

Oonnder,  I  bflre  turned  that  ooraar  beyond  vhlcb  erery  hour  ia 
hteram,  and  that  I  and  every  body  else  think  I  hare  lived  long 
enough  ;  though  I  am  not  ao  old  as  San-  Uortjia  oonnts  me.  The 
tiliaumu  [Lord  Uuldcmesse]  is  removed  that  prohibited  your  access 
to  this  part  of  the  world,  though  surely  Twickenham  is  a  kind  of 
country  to  so  near  a  relation  of  Pope  as  you  are  by  the  side  of  your 
Virgin- Motbem.  Let  me  have  the  satiafiiction  of  seeing  you  bore, 
-whither  very  few  ore  pressed  to  oome.  Wo  have  a  thousand  things 
to  talk  over,  and  are  almost  reduced  to  be  the  only  two  of  the  same 
opinion ;  for  what  those  you  call  your  friends  mean,  indeed  I  do  not 
guKs — it  is  most  charitable  to  think  they  have  no  meaning.  I  used 
to  fancy  that  calamity  would  bring  us  to  our  senses — it  must  bring 
our  senses  too.  The  two  altLToiiti\"es  now  a,re  dusolatiou,  or  a 
ahameftil  peooe :  bankmptoy  with  either,  only  a  little  nearer,  or  a 
litUe  farther  off.  It  is  aotnally  come  out  on  the  agitation  of  &e 
changes  in  the  law,  that  at  60/.  per  oommisnon,  the  Chancellor 
leaped  seven  thoosand  pounds  last  year  by  bankruptcies  I  llioeB 
(diuiges  WOTB  to  have  taken  place  last  Thorsday,  but  I  do  not  bear 
they  did.  Thorlow  ia  to  be  Xiord  Gbanoellor  or  Lord  Keeper,  I  do 
not  know  which.  Wedderbom  sita  down  iriUi  the  Attorney's  place, 
a  disappointment  and  I  suppose  s  fall  jvomise.  Norton  threatened 
to  impeatJL  him  if  Peered,  for  taUing  the  Ohief  Joattoe  tiiat  Lord 
North  would  pay  him  ont  of  the  Treaaniy  seven  thousand  poimda 
for  the  prothtmotary's  revetsioD.  Thus  joatioe  makes  a  rope  of  on* 
ngne,  instead  of  osing  two  ropes. 

I  shall  oariainly  not  go  to  the  fimeraL  I  go  to  no  pnppet^ahovra, 
wst  want  to  see  Lord  Obatiham'a  water-gall  Lord  Temide  hobble 
ohief  monmw.  I  soaroe  inquire  after  the  Hooae  of  Oommona,  wbibh 
is  a  scene  of  folly  and  Billingsgate.  Bnrgoyne  has  tried  to  be  tii« 
pathetio  hero,  and  waa  forgotten  for  three  hours,  while  Temple 
Lattrell '  and  Lord  G-.  Gomaine  aoolded  like  two  oyster-women : 
the  first  tried  to  be  sent  to  Newgate,  and  the  latter  grasped  his 
sword,  and  then  asked  pardon  for  having  been  grossly  affronted. 
Lord  Barringtou  implored  Uadam  bis  Oountry's  tears  fbr  dedaring 
he  was  retiring  &om  her  service  to  virtoons  privacy.  It  is  a  pity 
she  did  not  order  him  to  be  buried  at  the  public  expense.  ImrA 
Sandwich  has  run  the  gauntlet  in  the  Lords  for  all  the  lies  bo  has 
told  all  the  winter  about  the  fleet,  and  does  not  ratire ;  hat  I  am  siok 
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of  repeating  what  you  must  be  siok  of  reading.  An  inTaflion  wiU 
hare  some  dignity ;  but  to  see  a  great  coontry  gambol  at  the  eve  of 
rain  like  a  puppy  on  a  preoipioe  I  Oh  I  one  cannot  bufibon  like 
Lucian  when  one  wants  to  speak  daggers  like  Taoitos,  and  couoh 
them  in  a  sentence  without  descending  to  details. 

I  had  rather  talk  on  less  interesting  subjects^  and  will  tell  you  a 
good  bon-mot.  Marie  i  la  Coque  [Lady  Mary  Ooke]  has  had  an 
outrageous  quarrel  with  Miss  Pelham  on  politics,  or  rather  at  Miss 
Pelham,  who  did  not  reply.  This  occasioned  Lady  Mary's  notes 
being  mentioned,  which  she  signs  as  Duchess  of  York,  ''Marye'* 
(the  s  passing  for  a  flourish),  if  you  do  not  go  to  law  witii  her.  On 
this,  Burke  said  to  Miss  P.  ''Upon  my  word  you  will  be  a  match  for 
her  if  you  sign  *  Frances  P.?  ** 

There  was  more  humour  in  a  reply  of  Lady  Harrington's  t'other 
day.  Mrs.  Si  John  had  asked  Lady  Anna  Maria*  to  a  ball  without 
her  mother,  who  would  not  let  her  go.  The  next  time  fhey  met  Lady 
Harrington  made  excuses,  but  said  she  nerer  allowed  her  daughter  to 
go  to  balls  without  her.  Mrs.  Si  John  replied,  as  her  Ladyship  suf- 
fered her  to  go  to  the  Opera  without  her,  die  had  hoped  she  would  not 
have  been  more  strict  about  a  private  dancing.  Instead  of  knocking 
her  down,  as  might  hare  been  expected,  Lady  Harrington  looked 
her  all  oyer,  and  then  with  a  fiEtoe  melted  to  compassion,  said  in  a 
soft  Toice,  and  yery  slowly,  '^  Mrs.  Si  John,  if  you  ecnM  haye  a 
child,  I  am  sure  you  would  think  as  I  dot"  Imagine  this  addressed 
to  a  porpoise  covered  with  flowers  and  feathers! 

But  I  would  in  vain  divert  you,  I  do  not  feel  eheerfdl,  though, 
as  I  told  you  in  a  former  letter,  I  had  rather  see  my  country 
humbled  than  insolentiy  enslaved.  Nay,  I  think  with  comfort  on 
a  time  which  I  shall  not  see,  when  the  absurdity  of  the  present 
age  will  be  painted  in  its  true  colours.  The  mind  never  rests  on 
the  unhappy  point :  it  prefers  a  non-existent  scene  to  disagreeable 
sensations.  I  feel  my  own  foUy.  Were  I  to  leave  England  as 
happy  or  as  glorious  as  I  have  known  it,  would  it  always  remain 
so  P  Is  not  it  enough  that  the  mischief  is  falling  on  the  heads  of 
its  authors  P  What  period  equalled  the  disgraces  of  the  last  six 
or  eight  months  P  Shall  the  innocent  mix  sighs  with  the  guilty  P 
Who  will  doubt  where  the  blame  is  dueP  All  the  Bobertsons 
and  Humes  of  the  Highlands  cannot  whitewash  the  four  last  years ; 

I  Lftdy  AnnA  MarU  Stanhope,  bora  17S0 ;  maniod,  Hani,  1782,  tbo  third  Duke  of 
JfewcaaUe,  aod  woondly,  ISOO,  Sir  Gharlea  Ciegaa  OntwiM,  O.C.B.^GuiisiMOHAJi. 
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nor,  wUdi  is  more  ddightfal,  can  they  {dunder  and  disgrace 
America,  as  their  cliie&  haye  undone  England.  Seren  James's 
were  not  worse  politiGians  than  the  whole  nation  is ;  nor  is  there  a 
more  indelible  mark  of  reprobation  on  the  Jews.  I  wonld  &in  per- 
suade myself  that  the  seeds  of  tyranny  will  not  tluriTe  in  this  country^ 
though  all  the  inhabitants  sow  them.  Erery  attempt  chokes  the 
seedsman :  I  hope  we  shall  be  a  proverb,  as  Ireland  is,  for  not  pro- 
ducing Yonomous  animals  I 

Remember  that  if  I  write  on  small  paper  I  write  a  Tory  small 
hand,  and  that  this  rery  letter  would  make  forty,  if  I  scrawled  a 
large  character  like  Dukos  and  old  Earls,  who  allow  as  much  room 
to  eveiy  word  as  to  their  coach-and-six.  I  don't  want  news,  but 
you  can  say  nothing  that  I  shall  not  be  glad  to  read. 


I7tl.    TO  BIB  HOBAOB  MAKK. 

Strawberry  HiU,  May  81, 1778. 

I  AM  forced  to  look  at  the  dates  I  keep  of  my  letters,  to  see  what 
events  I  have  or  have  not  told  you ;  for  at  this  crisis  something 
happens  every  day ;  though  nothing  very  stiikrng  since  the  death  of 
Lord  Chatham,  witii  which  I  closed  my  last  No  P — yes,  but  there 
has.  All  England,  which  had  abandoned  him,  found  out^  the 
moment  his  eyes  were  dosed,  that  nothing  but  Lord  Chatham  could 
have  preserved  them.  How  lucky  for  him  that  the  experiment 
cannot  be  made  I  Grief  is  fond,  and  grief  is  generous.  The  Par- 
liament wiU  bury  him;  the  City  begs  the  honour  of  being  his 
grave ;  and  the  important  question  is  not  yet  decided,  whether  he 
is  to  lie  at  Westminster  or  in  St.  Paul's ;  on  which  it  was  well  said, 
that  it  would  be  "  robbing  Peter  to  pay  PauL"  An  annuity  of  four 
thousand  pounds  is  settied  on  the  tide  of  Chatham,  and  twenty 
thousand  pounds  allotted  to  pay  his  debts.  The  Opposition  and  the 
Administration  disputed  zeal ;  and  neither  care  a  straw  about  him. 
He  is  already  as  much  forgotten  as  John  of  Gttunt 

CFeneral  Burgoyne  has  succeeded  and  been  the  topic,  and  for  two 
days  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  pro- 
bably ^ill  be  heard  of  no  more.  He  was  even  forgotten  for  three 
hours  while  he  was  on  the  tapis,  by  a  violent  quarrel  between 
Temple  Luttrell  (a  brother  of  the  Duchess  of  Cumberland)  and 
Lord  George  Germaine;  but  the  public  has  taken  affection  fat 
neither  them  nor  the  G^eral ;  being  much  more  disposed  at  present 
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to  hate  than  to  lore— except  the  dead.    It  will  be  wcU  if  the  ill- 
Ikomoiir,  which  increasesy  does  not  break  out  into  orort  acts. 

I  know  not  what  to  say  of  war.  The  Tonlon  squadron  was 
eertainly  blown  bacL  That  of  Brest  is  supposed  to  be  destined  to 
invade  some  part  of  this  country  or  Ireland;  or  rather,  it  is  probable, 
will  attempt  our  fleet.  In  my  own  opinion,  there  is  no  great  alacrity 
in  France — ^I  mean,  in  the  Court  of  France — for  war ;  and,  as  we 
haye  had  time  for  great  preparations,  their  eagerness  will  not 
incroase.  We  shall  suffer  as  much  as  they  can  desire  by  the  loss  of 
Amerioa,  without  their  risk,  and  in  a  few  years  shaU  be  able  to  giro 
Ihem  no  umbrage ;  especially  as  our  frenzy  is  still  so  strong,  that,  if 
France  left  us  at  quiet,  I  am  persuaded  we  should  totally  exhaust 
ourselyes  in  pursuing  the  vision  of  reconquest  Spain  continues  to 
disclaim  hostility,  as  you  told  me.  K  the  report  is  true  of  revolts 
in  Mexico,  they  would  be  as  good  as  a  bond  under  his  OathoUc 
Majesty's  hand. 

We  shall  at  least  not  doze,  as  we  are  used  to  do,  in  summer.  The 
Parliament  is  to  have  only  short  adjournments ;  and  our  senators* 
instead  of  retiring  to  horse-races  (their  plough),  are  all  turned 
soldiers,  and  disciplining  militia.  Camps  everywhere,  and  the  ladies 
in  the  uniform  of  their  husbands !  In  short,  if  the  dose  is  not  too 
strong,  a  little  adversity  would  not  be  quite  unseasonable. — ^A  Uttie ! 
you  will  ay ;  why  what  do  you  call  the  loss  of  America  P  Oh  I  my 
dear  sir,  do  you  think  a  capital  as  enormous  as  London  has  its 
nerves  affected  by  what  happens  beyond  the  Atlantic  P  What  has 
become  of  all  your  reading  ?  There  is  nothing  so  unnatural  as  the 
feelings  of  a  million  of  persons  who  live  together  in  one  city.  They 
have  not  one  conception  like  those  in  villages  and  in  the  country. 
They  presume  or  despond  fix>m  quite  different  motives.  They  have 
both  more  sense  and  less,  than  those  who  are  not  in  contact  with  a 
multitude.  Wisdom  forms  empires,  but  folly  dissolves  them ;  and  a 
great  capital,  which  dictates  to  the  rest  of  the  community,  is  always 
the  last  to  perceive  the  decays  of  the  whole,  because  it  takes  its  own 
greatness  for  health.* 

Lord  Holdemesse  is  dead ;  not  quite  so  considerable  a  personage 
as  he  once  expected  to  be,  though  Nature  never  intended  him  for 
anything  that  he  was.  The  Chancellor,  another  child  of  Fortune, 
qdis  the  Seals ;  and  they  are,  or  are  to  be,  given  to  the  Attomey- 

'  WImo  CoBstanUnople  wti  taken  by  Mahomet  JL,  the  whole  empire  of  the  East 
had  heea  long  reduced  to  the  capital  itaelt— Walpolb. 
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General,   Thuriow,    whom   nobody  wiU   reproach  with  want  ol 
abilities. 

As  the  Parliament  will  rise  on  Tnesday,  you  will  not  expect  my 
letters  so  frequently  as  of  late,  especially  if  hostilities  do  not  com* 
mence.  In  fact,  our  newspapers  tell  you  ererything  &ster  than  I 
can :  still  I  write,  because  you  have  more  fidth  in  my  intelligenoe ; 
yet  all  its  merit  consists  in  my  not  teUing  you  fables.  I  hear  no 
more  than  everybody  does,  but  I  send  you  only  what  is  sterling ;  or» 
at  least,  give  you  reports  for  no  more  than  they  are  wcNrth.  I  believe 
Sir  John  Dick  is  mudi  more  punctual,  and  hears  more ;  but,  till  you 
displace  me,  I  shall  execute  my  office  of  being  your  gazetteer. 


1788.    TO  THS  BSY.  WILUAM  C0L1S. 

Strawberry  HiR,  Jtmt  t,  1778. 

I  WILL  not  dispute  with  you,  dear  Sir,  on  patriots  and  politics. 
One  point  is  past  controversy,  that  the  Ministers  have  rained  this 
country;  and  if  the  Church  of  England  is  satisfied  with  being 
reconciled  with  the  Church  of  Borne,  and  thinks  it  a  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  America  and  all  credit  in  Europe,  she  is  as  silly  an 
old  woman  as  any  granny  in  an  almshouse.  France  is  very  glad  we 
are  grown  such  fools,  and  soon  saw  that  the  Presb3rterian  Dr. 
Franklin  *  had  more  sense  than  our  Ministers  together.  She  has  got 
over  all  her  prejudices,  has  expelled  the  Jesuits,  and  made  the 
Protestant  Swiss,  Necker,  her  comptroUer-generaL  It  is  a  little 
wofdl,  that  we  are  relapsing  into  the  nonsense  the  rest  of  Europe  is 
shaking  off  I  and  it  is  more  deplorable,  as  we  know  by  repeated 
experience,  that  this  country  has  always  been  disgraced  by  Tory 
administrations.  The  rubric  is  the  only  gainer  by  them  in  a  few 
martyrs. 

I  do  not  know  yet  what  is  settled  about  the  spot  of  Lord  Chatham's 
interment.  I  am  not  more  an  enthusiast  to  his  memory  than  you. 
I  knew  his  fsralts  and  his  defidcts — ^yet  one  hct  cannot  only  not  be 
controverted,  but  I  think  more  remarkable  every  day — ^I  mean,  that 
under  him  we  attained  not  only  our  highest  elevation,  but  the  most 
solid  authority  in  Europe.  When  the  names  of  Marlborough  and 
Chatham  are  still  pronounced  with  awe  in  France,  our   little 

>  Dr.  Ba^iuiiii  Fitiikliii,  and  SOm  Detae,  were  piibliely  reoetred  at  tlie  Oovi  of 
Vnnce,  te  ■mheimdori  from  America,  in  tbo  preoeding  MirelL— Wbiobx. 
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caTilB  make  a  pimy  sound.    Nations  that  are  beaten  cannot  be 

I  haTe  been  looking  out  for  your  firiend  a  set  of  my  heads  of 
Painters,  and  I  find  I  want  six  or  seven.  I  think  I  have  some  odd 
ones  in  town ;  if  I  hare  not,  I  will  hare  deficiencies  supplied  from 
ibe  plates,  though  I  fear  they  will  not  be  good,  as  so  many  have 
been  taken  off.  I  should  be  very  ungrateful  for  all  your  kindnesses, 
if  I  neg^bcted  any  opportunity  of  obliging  you,  dear  Sir.  Indeed, 
our  dd  and  unalterable  friendship  is  creditable  to  us  both,  and  very 
mioommon  between  two  persons  who  differ  so  much  in  their  opinions 
reUtiye  to  CShurch  and  State.  I  believe  the  reason  is,  that  we  are 
both  sincere,  and  never  meant  to  take  advantage  of  our  principles ; 
which  I  aUow  is  too  common  on  both  ndes,  and  I  own,  too,  fairly 
more  common  on  my  side  of  the  question  than  on  yours.  There  is 
a  reason,  too,  for  that ;  the  honours  and  emoluments  are  in  the  gift 
of  the  CSrown ;  the  nation  has  no  separate  treasury  to  reward  its 
uiends. 

If  Mr.  Tyrwhitt'  has  opened  his  eyes  to  Ohatterton's  forgeries, 
Ibere  is  an  instance  of  conviction  against  sfaroQg  prejudice  I  I  have 
drawn  up  an  Account  of  my  transaction  with  that  marvellous  young 
man ;  you  shall  see  it  one  day  or  other,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  print 
it.'  I  have  taken  a  thorough  dislike  to  being  an  author ;  and  if  it 
would  not  look  like  begging  you  to  compliment  me,  by  contradicting 
me,  I  would  tell  you,  what  I  am  most  seriously  convinced  of,  that  I 
find  what  small  share  of  parts  I  had,  grown  dulled — and  when  I 
perceive  it  myself  I  may  well  believe  that  others  would  not  be  less 
sbarpHBigfated.  It  is  very  natural;  mine  were  spirits  rather  than 
parts;  and  as  time  has  abated  the  one,  it  must  surely  destroy  their 
resemblance  to  the  other :  pray  don't  say  a  syllable  in  reply  on  this 
bead,  or  I  shall  have  done  exactly  what  I  said  I  would  not  do. 
Besides,  as  you  have  always  been  too  partial  to  me,  I  am  on  my 
g;nard,  and  when  I  will  not  expose  myself  to  my  enemies,  I  must  not 
listen  to  the  prejudices  of  my  friends ;  and  as  nobody  is  more  partial 
to  me  than  you,  there  is  nobody  I  must  trust  less  in  that  respect 
Yours  most  sincerely. 

I  ThoniM  TTrwMtt,  the  learned  editor  of  Gluuioer^i  Caaterbiuy  Tales,  eonsidered 
one  of  the  best  edited  books  in  the  English  langosge,  had,  on  the  appearance  of  the 
Bowlej  Poems,  beliefid  them  genuine ;  but  being  afterwards  oenTineed  of  the  eoi»> 
tnrj,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  arow  his  eonrietion.— Wbiobi. 

*  'A  Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Misoellanies  of  Thomas  Chattertoor,'  dated 
'  Btfawberry  Hill,  May  2S,  1778/  of  which  Walpole,  next  year,  printed  200  copies, 
and  gsre  them  away.-~CuviniraBAX. 
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178a.    TO  THE  RSV.  WILLIAM  COLS. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  June  10, 1778. 

I  AM  as  impatient  and  in  as  much  hurry  as  you  was,  dear  Sir,  to 
clear  myself  from  the  slightest  intention  of  oensuring  your  politics. 
I  know  the  smcerity  and  disinterested  goodness  of  your  heart,  and 
when  I  must  be  convinced  how  littie  certain  we  are  all  of  what  is 
truth,  it  would  be  rery  presumptuous  to  condemn  the  opinions  of  any 
good  man,  and  stiU  less  an  old  and  unalterable  friend,  as  I  have  oyer 
found  you.  The  destruction  that  violent  arbitrary  principles  have 
drawn  on  this  blinded  oountry  has  moved  my  indignation.  We  never 
were  a  great  and  happy  country  till  the  Bevolution.  The  system  of 
these  days  tended  to  overturn,  and  has  overturned,  that  establishment, 
and  brought  on  the  disgraces  that  ever  attended  the  foolish  and 
wicked  councils  of  the  house  of  Stuart  If  man  is  a  rational  being, 
he  has  a  right  to  make  use  of  his  reason,  and  to  enjoy  his  liberty. 
We,  we  alone  almost  had  a  constitution  that  every  other  nation  upon 
earth  envied  or  ought  to  envy.  This  is  all  I  contend  for.  I  will 
give  you  up  whatever  descriptions  of  men  you  please ;  that  is,  the 
leaders  of  parties,  not  the  principles.  These  cannot  change,  those 
generally  do,  when  power  falls  into  the  hands  of  them  or  their  party, 
because  men  are  corruptible,  which  truth  is  not  But  the  more  the 
leaders  of  a  party  dedicated  to  liberty  are  apt  to  change,  the  more  I 
adore  the  principle,  because  it  shows  that  extent  of  power  is  not  to 
be  trusted  even  with  those  that  are  the  most  sensible  of  the  value  of 
liberty.  Man  is  a  domineering  animal ;  and  it  has  not  only  been 
my  principle,  but  my  practice,  too,  to  quit  everybody  at  the  gate  of 
the  palace.  I  trust  we  shall  not  much  differ  on  these  outlines,  but 
we  will  bid  adieu  to  the  subject :  it  is  never  an  agreeable  one  to  thoee 
who  do  not  mean  to  make  a  trade  of  it. 

I  heartily  wish  you  may  not  find  the  pontiff  what  I  think  the 
order,  and  what  I  know  him,  if  you  mean  the  high-priest  of  Ely.' 
He  is  all  I  have  been  describing  and  worse ;  and  I  have  too  good  an 
opinion  of  you,  to  believe  that  he  will  ever  serve  you. 

What  I  said  of  diflclaiming  authorship  by  no  means  alluded  to  Mr. 
Baker's  life.  It  would  be  enough  that  you  desire  it,  for  me  to  under- 
take ii  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  it  because  he  was  what  you  and  I 
are,  a  parly-man  from  principle,  not  from  interest:  and  he,  who  was 

'  Dr.  £dmimd  K««i0.    See  toL  ii.  p.  818,  and  toL  iiL  p.  814.— CnwivaHAif. 
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80  candid^  surely  is  entitled  to  the  strictest  candour.  You  shall  send 
me  your  papers  whenever  you  please.  If  I  can  succeed  to  your 
satis&ction,  I  shall  be  content ;  though  I  assure  you  there  was  no 
affectation  in  my  sajdng  that  I  find  my  small  talent  decline.  I  shall 
write  the  life  to  oblige  you,  without  any  thoughts  of  publication^ 
unless  I  am  better  pleased  than  I  expect  to  be,  and  eyen  then  not  in 
my  own  life.  I  had  rather  show  that  I  am  sensible  of  my  own 
dcsfectSy  and  that  I  have  judgment  enough  not  to  hope  praise  for  my 
writings;  for  surely  when  they  are  not  obnoxious,  and  one  only 
leaves  them  behind  one,  it  is  a  mark  that  one  is  not  very  vain  of 
them. 

I  have  feund  the  whole  set  of  my  Painters,  and  will  send  them  the 
first  tame  I  go  to  town ;  and  I  will  have  my  papers  on  Chattertcm 
transcribed  for  you,  though  I  am  much  chag^ed  at  your  giving  me 
no  hope  of  seeing  you  again  here.  I  will  not  say  more  of  it ;  for, 
while  it  is  in  my  power,  I  will  certainly  make  you  a  visit  now  and 
then,  if  there  is  no  other  way  of  our  meeting.  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  I  hear, 
has  actually  published  an  Appendix,  in  which  he  gives  up  Mr. 
Rowley.  I  have  not  seen  it,  but  wilL  Shall  I  beg  you  to  transcribe 
the  passage  in  which  Dr.  Kippis  abuses  my  father  and  me  P  for  I 
diall  not  buy  the  new  edition,  only  to  purchase  abuse  on  me  and 
mine :  I  may  be  angry  with  liberties  he  takes  with  Sir  Robert,  but 
not  with  myself;  I  shall  rather  take  it  as  a  flattery  to  be  ranked  with 
him ;  though  there  can  be  nothing  worse  said  of  my  &ther  than  to 
jJaoe  us  together.  Oh  I  that  great,  that  good  man  I  Dr.  Eippis 
may  as  well  throw  a  stone  at  the  si|n. 

I  am  sorry  you  have  lost  poor  Mr.  Bentham.  Will  you  say  a  civil 
thing  for  me  to  his  widow,  if  she  is  living,  and  you  think  it  not 
improper  f  I  have  not  forgotten  tilieir  great  kindness  to  me.  Pray 
send  me  your  papers  on  Mr.  Prior's  generosity  to  Mr.  Baker.*  I  am 
sorry  it  was  not  so.  Prior  is  much  a  fevourite  with  me,  though  a 
Tarpf  nor  did  I  ever  hear  anjrthing  ill  of  him.  He  left  his  party, 
but  not  his  friends,  and  seems  to  me  to  have  been  very  amiable.  Do 
you  know  I  pretend  to  be  very  impartial  sometimes  P  Mr.  HoUis ' 
wrote  against  me  for  not  being  Whig  enough  I  am  offended  with 
Mrs.  Macaulay  for  being  too  much  a  Whig.    In  short,  we  are  all 

*  The ' BiogimpUft  BritAnnica'  had  Miertod,  thai  Prior  eeded  to  Mr.  Biker  the 
profits  of  hie  fellowihip  after  hie  ezpnleioiL — WaioHf . 

s  Thomia  HoUii,  £eq.,  the  editor  of  Toknd'e  Life  of  Milton ;  Algernon  Sidney'i 
Dleeosreee  on  GoT«nu&ent;  Algernon  Siduej'i  Works,  &o.    He  died  in  1774. — 


60  HOBAOB  WALPOUrS  LSTTBBa  [177a 

nOly  ftnimals,  and  scarce  ever  more  so  than  when  we  affect  Bense. 
Yours  ever. 


1784.    TO  THB  BSY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

JSdtawberrf  BiU,  June  10, 1778. 

If  you  wonder  you  have  not  heard  fix>in  me  void  pourqmi :  I 
might  plead  busmess,  but  though  I  have  enou^  that  was  not  the 
impedimeni  The  true  reason  why  I  have  not  written  was,  because 
I  have.  I  wrote  to  you  above  a  week  agone,  intending  Mr. 
Montagu  should  be  the  bearer,  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Stonhewer,  but, 
lo  I  his  friend  was  set  out,  and  the  former  returned  my  epistle  to  me. 
As  the  news  it  contained  would  be  still-bom,  instead  of  being  so  lasy 
as  to  send  it,  I  begin  anew. 

Tou  now  know  all  the  history  of  your  warlike  metropolitan  Arch- 
bishop Turpin  [Markham].  I  hope  he  made  his  entrance  into  his 
oapitalby  beat  of  drum.  If  he  attains  what  he  deserves,  and  perhaps 
ambitions,  a  red  hat,  I  shall  beg  to  present  him  with  that  of  his  pre- 
decessor, Wolsey,  out  of  my  own  museum ;  but  I  hope  he  will  never 
be  able  to  say  with  that  son  of  a  butcher,  and  with  equal  foundation 
from  his  pulpit,  Ego  et  Bex  tnmu.  My  brother  [Sir  Edward  Walpole], 
who  is  no  American,  is  exceedingly  scandalised  at  this  champion  of 
high  ChurcL  This  vulture  has  been  so  plumed  in  both  his  flights, 
that  I  £Emoy  his  successor  will  learn  to  mix  the  prudence  of  the 
serpent  with  the  timidity  of  the  dove,  and  creep  on  his  belly  instead 
of  soaring. 

Your  adversary  Murray  is  a  blackg^nard.*  Tou  may  bear  to  have 
filth  thiown  at  you,  when  it  is  at  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire  and  at 
the  youngest  and  handsomest  women  in  town.  It  is  a  polishedt 
sweet-tempered  age. 

What  care  you  about  all  the  new  promotions  P  or  what  cares 
anybody  but  the  promoted  and  the  disappointedP  One  of  the  latter. 
Lord  Howe,  is  flie  only  one  worth  naming.  He  expected  to  be 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  because  die  appointments  of  Commanders-in- 
Chief  and  Ambassadors  are  not  sufficient  to  content  that  family. 
Their  sister  [Caroline,  Mrs.  Howe]  declares  the  quarrel  is  irrecon- 
cileable — ^it  is  a  disinterested  age. 

I  send  you  six  OmeHea  LitUrairet :  you  needed  not  to  celebrate 

*  Walpole  reflsn  to  %  pilnted  letter  (boldly  and  niuurtl  j  written)  from  John  Knrmr, 
bookseller,  to  W.  Maeon,  A.M.,  PreOsntor,  of  York,  '*  GeiH*enii«(i^  Maton's  edition  of 
lir.  Qraj'a  Poems,  and  the  Practices  of  Booksellers.'*    1777.    12mo.— CovmaofiAaL 
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the  ccmyeyanoe.  Mr.  S[tonhewer]  and  I  do  not  reckon  you  the 
pink  of  discretion. 

I  hare  almost  finished  the  first  Tolume  of  Dr.  Bobertson.*  The 
materials  are  well  put  together,  and  it  is  a  book  that  must  please 
anybody  to  whom  the  matter  is  new.  In  short,  it  is  not  all  so,  and 
fliough  the  arrangement  is  good,  I  see  no  genius,  nor  shrewdnes^ 
none  of  that  penetration  that  shone  in  the  'History  ofSootland,'  and 
totally  left  him  in  his 'GhailesY/  Two  expressions  hare  shocked  me. 
Speaking  of  that  inde&tigable  good  man  Lbs  Casas,  who  laboured  to 
rescue  the  poor  Americans  from  the  tyranny  of  their  conquerors,  the 
Doctor  calls  it  a  bustling  activity,  and  says  he  was  ashamed  to  show 
his  &ce  after  the  ieAal  termination  of  his  splendid  schemes.  What 
epithets  for  so  humane  a  design  I  Gould  Arohbiahop  Markham,  in 
a  sermon  before  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gh)6pel  by 
fire  and  sword,  paint  charity  in  more  contemptuous  terms  P  It  is  a 
Ohristianage. 

I  retract  saying  I  hare  found  nothing  new :  I  did  not  know  that 
great  part  of  the  Spanish  clergy  adopted  the  compassion  of  Las 
Gasas.  I  did  not  know  that  Las  Oasas — and  there  he  was  culpably 
bustling  indeed  I — suggested  the  idea  of  supplying  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments with  African  dayes.  This  was  guilt  with  a  witness ;  for  any 
lucratiyemisohief  has  fifty  times  more  chance  of  being  adopted,  than 
a  humane  plan  tibat  combats  interest  What  contradictions  we  are  I 
Las  Gasas  had  reason  not  to  show  &ce,  not  because  the  one  scheme 
fidled,  but  because  the  other  succeeded.  Is  not  he  a  fine  historian 
who  insinuates  tiiat  a  yirtuous  man  ought  to  blush  if  the  perversity 
of  the  age  defiaats  his  eflbrts  to  correct  it  P  The  doctrine  no  doubt 
will  be  applauded  by  all  who  hare  rendered  PatrioU  an  opprobrious 
term  for  those  who  laboured  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  Tgngliali  and 
American  blood.    It  is  a  tender-hearted  age. 

My  nephew  continues  sullen  and  calm.  This  saves  me  alarms, 
though  not  business  and  &tigue ;  yet  I  can  get  repose  here,  and  now 
mnd  thena  momentto amuse  myself.  My  Boauderk  Tower  is  almost 
finished.    Adieu  I 

>  Robertton'g  Hlfiory  of  Amtriow— Ovhixtcham. 


ynu  vn. 
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1788L    TO  SIB  HOKACS  HANK. 

Strawberry  HO,  June  18, 1778. 

As  I  have  just  received  yours  of  May  30ihy  I  will  begin  to  an- 
swer ity  though  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  first  of  this  month,  and  think 
I  shall  not  have  enough  additional  to  fill  a  whole  letter  yet. 

The  public  imagined  there  would  have  been  some  changes  on  the 
rising  of  the  Parliament ;  but  they  began  and  ended  in  the  Law,  and 
with  bestowing  the  three  vacant  Garters.  The  Toulon  squadron  is 
certainly  gone  to  America ;  if  to  Boston,  it  is  possible  with  the  im- 
mediate view  only  of  getting  sailors  and  two  ships  that  are  building 
there  for  France.  If  they  can  resist  the  temptation  of  burning 
Halifax,  attacking  Lord  Howe,  or  the  West  Indies,  they  are  as 
great  philosophers  as  Sir  William  Howe,  who  has  twice  gazed  at 
General  Washington.  The  last  account  from  that  quarter  had  a 
little  spirit  in  it ;  they  have  burnt  above  forty  American  sloops  and 
fry  in  the  Delaware.  For  these  last  days  there  have  been  rumours 
of  disposition  in  the  Americans  to  treat ;  but  they  do  not  gain  much 
credit.  Admiral  Byron  is  sailed  to  America,  and  Admiral  Eeppel  is 
at  sea.  At  home  we  are  spread  with  camps.  This  is  all  that 
amounts  to  facts,  or  to  the  eggs  of  facts.  Sir  William  Howe  is  ex- 
pected in  a  week  or  ten  days.  As  the  Parliament  is  not  sitting,  that 
topic  may  be  suspended.  Next  we  are  to  await  the  news  of  the 
reception  of  the  Commissioners ;  perhaps,  their  return.  It  would  be 
easy  to  dilate  reflections  on  all  this  suspense ;  but  I  do  not  write  to 
display  my  sagacity,  but  to  inform  you. 

The  meteor  of  tiie  reading  world  is  dead,  Yoltaire.*  That  throne 
is  quite  vacant.  We  shall  see  whether  his  old  friend  of  Prussia' 
maintains  that  of  war,  or  cedes  it  to  a  young  CsBsar.*  He  seems  to 
me  to  be  aiming  at  a  more  artful  crown — ^that  of  poUcy ;  and,  in  all 
probability,  will  attain  it ;  at  least,  I  am  not  mudi  prejudiced  yet  in 
favour  of  his  competitor.  It  is  from  beyond  the  Atlantic  that  the 
world,  perhaps,  will  see  a  genius  revive.  They  seem  to  set  out  with 
a  politeness  with  which  few  empires  have  commenced.  We  have  not 
showD  ourselves  quite  so  civilised.  We  hectored  and  called  names, 
talked  fire  and  sword,  but  have  made  more  use  of  the  first  than  of 

>  Voltaire  died  at  Paris,  30th  May,  l778.~CuirKixonAM. 

«  Frederick  III.— Walpol*. 

*  The  Emperor  Joseph  II. — Walfoli. 
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the  second.  Our  Generals  beg  to  be  tried,  and  our  Ministers  not  to 
be  tried.  This  does  not  sound  well  when  translated  into  other 
langoages.  For  my  part,  who  hold  that  Chance  has  much  more  to 
do  in  the  aflSEors  of  the  world  than  Wisdom,  I  wait  to  see  what  the 
first  will  ordain.  This  belief  is  a  sovereign  presenrative  against 
despondency.  There  have  been  very  gloomy  moments  in  my  life ; 
but  CEKperience  has  shown  me,  either  that  events  do  not  correspond 
to  appearances,  or  that  I  have  very  little  shrewdness ;  and  there- 
fore I  can  resign  the  honour  of  my  penetration  with  satisfaction,  when 
my  foresight  augurs  ilL  If  Lord  Chatham  knew  that  he  should 
conquer  the  world,  or  Dr.  Franklin  that  he  should  reduce  us  lower 
than  Lord  Chatham  found  us,  I  should  respect  their  penetration 
indeed  I  But,  without  detracting  from  their  spirit  or  abilities,  I  do 
not  believe  the  first  expected  half  the  success  he  met  with,  or  the 
latter  half  the  incapacity  that  has  been  exerted  against,  and,  0(m- 
sequently,  for  him. 
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Strawberry  Hitt,  June  25, 1778. 

I  AM  quite  astonished.  Madam,  at  not  hearing  of  Mr.  Conway's 
being  retumedl  What  is  he  doingP  Is  he  revolting  and  setting 
up  for  himself,  like  our  nabobs  in  India  P  or  is  he  forming  Jersey, 
Ghiemsey,  Aldemey,  and  Sark,  into  the  united  provinces  in  the 
compass  of  a  silver  penny  P  I  should  not  wonder  if  this  was  to  be 
flie  fiite  of  our  distracted  empire,  which  we  seem  to  have  made  so 
laige,  only  that  it  might  afford  to  split  into  separate  kingdoms. 
I  told  Mr.  C.  I  should  not  write  any  more,  concluding  he  would 
not  stay  a  twinkling;  and  your  Ladyship's  last  encouraged  my 
expecting  him.  In  truth,  I  had  nothing  to  tell  him  if  he  had 
written. 

I  have  been  in  town  but  one  single  night  this  age,  as  I  could  not 
bear  to  throw  away  this  phosnix  June.  It  has  rained  a  good  deal 
this  morning,  but  only  made  it  more  delightfoL  The  fiowers  are  all 
Arabian.  I  have  found  but  one  inconvenience,  which  is  the  hosts  of 
cuckoos :  one  would  not  think  one  was  in  Doctors'  Commons.  It  is 
very  disagreeable,  that  the  nightingales  should  sing  but  half  a  dozen 
0ongs,  and  the  other  beasts  squall  for  two  months  together. 

Poor  Mrs.  Clive  has  been  robbed  again  in  her  own  lane,  as  she 
was  last  year,  and  has  got  the  jaundice,  she  thinks,  with  the  fright 
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I  don't  make  a  Tisit  wifhont  a  Unnderbiiss ;  so  one  might  as  well  be 
inyaded  by  the  French.  Though  I  live  in  the  centre  of  Muusten,  I 
do  not  know  a  syllable  of  politics ;  and  though  within  hearing  of 
Lady  Greenwich,  who  is  but  two  miles  o^  I  have  not  a  word  of 
news  to  send  your  Ladyship.  I  live  like  Bereqjmthiay  surrounded 
by  nephews  and  nieces;  yet  Park^place  is  full  as  much  in  my  mind, 
and  I  bee  for  its  history.    I  am,  Madam,  Ac 
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Strawberry  HiU,  /tMM  26, 1778. 

Me.  Nighdixs  has  been  here,  and  tells  me  he  has  seen  you,  and 
that  you  have  not  been  well,  for  which  I  am  veiy  sorry  indeed.  Hn 
says  York  disagreed  with  you,  and  that  you  will  go  thither  no  more 
in  winter.  The  rest  of  his  account  was  much  more  welcome :  that 
you  have  made  charming  progress  in  your  third  book  [of  the 
'^  English  Garden '],  and  inserted  divine  lines  on  Ghray.  Them  I  do 
;lhirst  to  see,  and  trust  I  shall  ere  many  moons  have  put  on  their 
Toightcaps;  for  Lord  Harcourt  has  asked  me  to  meet  you  at 
H'uneham.  When  it  is  to  be  I  don't  know,  for  they  are  going  or 
gone  into  Sussex ;  but  if  you  can  cast  a  figure  and  guess,  I  beg  you 
•to  give  me  a  hint,  though  nothing  shall  prevent  my  bdng  faithful  to 
that  aasignation,  but  my  lord  and  master,  gout,  whose  commands, 
however,  I  do  not  expect. 

Well,  the  signal  is  fired.  Admiral  Ke|^l  has  had  a  smart 
skirmish  with  three  firigates  of  the  Brest  squadron,  and  has  sent  one 
of  them  in.  They  fired  first,  and  yet  seem  to  have  provoked  him 
that  they  may  plead  we  began  the  war.  I  trouble  myself  mighty 
little  about  what  their  majesties,  the  Kings  ef  Eurc^,  will  say  on 
those  ptmctilios  over  their  ooffi^e.  We,  the  Achivi^  are  to  be  the 
sufierers,  and  particularly  we  the  Achivi  of  these  islands.  Li  truth 
Agamemnon  himself  will  be  no  great  gainer,  nor  be  gathered 
to  the  Atridso  with  quite  so  many  crowns  on  his  head  as  they 
bequeathed  to  him,  and  he  will  wish  he  had  not  worn  that  of 
Caledonia ! 

I  know  nothing  else ;  but  what  a  volume  in  that  eke  I  you  bard9 
tiiat  can  prophesy  with  the  lyre  in  your  hand  have 

ample  loope  and  verge  enough 
for  pouring  out  odes  fiill  of  ealamity  aadof  fnnem  Dmdmw  getuL 
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Distress  is  already  Mt ;  one  hears  of  nothing  but  of  the  want  of  money; 
one  sees  it  every  hour.  I  sit  in  my  Blue  window  and  miss  nine  in 
ten  of  the  oarriages  that  nsed  to  pass  befirare  ii  Houses  sell  for  no- 
thingi  which,  two  years  ago,  nabobs  would  have  given  lacks  of 
diamonds  for.  Sir  Gerard  Yannedks's  house  and  beautiful  terrace 
on  the  Thames,  with  forty  acres  of  ground,  and  valued  by  his  father 
attwenty  thousand  pounds,  was  bought  m  last  week  at  six  thousand. 
lUchmond  is  deserted ;  an  htmdred  and  twenty  coaches  used  to  be 
counted  at  the  church-door — there  are  now  twenty.  I  know  nobody 
that  grows  rich  but  Margaret  This  Halcyon  season  has  brought 
her  more  customers  than  ever,  and  were  anjrthing  to  happen  to  her, 
I  have  thoughts,  like  greater  folk,  of  being  my  own  minister,  and 
showing  my  house  myself.  I  don't  wonder  your  Chrden  has  grown 
in  such  a  summer,  and  I  am  glad  it  has,  that  our  taste  in  gardening 
may  be  immortal  in  verse,  for  I  doubt  it  has  seen  its  best  days ! 
Your  poem  may  transplant  it  to  America,  whither  our  best  works 
will  be  carried  now,  as  our  worst  used  to  be.  Do  not  you  feel 
satisfied  in  knowing  you  shall  be  a  classic  in  a  free  and  rising  empire  P 
Swell  all  your  ideas,  give  a  loose  to  all  your  poetry ;  your  lines  will 
be  repeated  on  the  banks  of  the  Oroonoko ;  and  which  is  another 
comfort,  Ossian's  *  Dirges '  will  never  be  known  there.  Poor  Straw- 
berry mustj  sink  in  fasce  BomuU;  that  melancholy  thought  silences 
me.    Good  night  I ' 

1  TO  VHl  HOV.  BOmiOl  WAUOUL 

WenHfUMrik  OuOe,  Mg  1, 177& 

I  HATB  hid  no  occnrrenoe  in  my  progreis  or  pUgrimago  through  this  TiUey  of  life 
(to  speak  in  the  style  of  John  Banyan)  wmrth  mentioning  ainee  I  wrote  lart»  eieept 
peradTentore  the  attending  at  Hornby  Cattle,  and  Ba3ring  "  dost  to  dnat  **  orer  Lord 
Holdemeaae't  remaina,  might  be  thought  worth  the  notifying  to  yon;  bat  when  I 
oonsider  that  yon  did  not  seem  to  interest  yonrself  mneh  in  the  faneial  of  Lord 
Chatham,  I  suspect  my  poor  Earl's  would  not  be  thoog^t  of  much  oonaeqaenoe  by 
yon.  Indeed  nobody  of  any  rank  erer  seems  to  hare  stolen  oat  of  life  in  a  more  ineog. 
manner  than  he  has  done ;  for,  aU  Frenchman  as  he  waa,  Yoltaire  would  hinder  hia 
being  talked  about^  eren  on  his  darling  continent  So  that^  what  with  Lord 
Chatham's  death  here,  and  Voltaire's  death  there,  his  memory  seems  to  haye  slipt 
between  two  stools ;  and  so  rest  his  soul,  if  Dr.  Priestly  chooses  to  let  him  have  one, 
whether  material  or  not  ia  not  in  his  case  moeh  material :  ezease  the  pun  for  the  sake 
of  the  sense,  if  yon  be  candid  enough  so  to  do. 

Ky  opeditlon  to  Nundiam  is  put  off  stne  die.  It  is  not  the  fashion  to  begin  one's 
Bommer  till  autumn,  and  Lord  Harcourt  yon  know  always  chooses  to  be  in  the 
feshion.  Next  year  I  trust  our  summers  will  be  in  the  winter ;  for  as  our  days  are 
in  the  night,  and  consequently  our  noons  at  midnight^  our  seasons  are  but  half  the 
thing  during  the  present  ton,  and  I  like  consistency  in  aU  mattera.  I  hope,  howeyer, 
to  pass  some  of  my  dognlays  about  the  beginning  of  next  December  at  Strawberry, 
and  haye  made  up  a  H^t  fustian  frock  for  the  purpose.  My  present  noble  host  [Lord 
Strafford]  yon  knuxm  is  the  yery  reyerse  of  aU  this :  his  seasons  go  by  clockwork^  and 
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Jviy  4, 177a. 

Children  break  their  playthings  to  see  the  inside  of  them.  Pope 
thought  superior  beings  looked  on  Newton  but  as  a  monkey  of 
uncommon  parts :  would  not  he  think  that  we  have  been  like  babies 
smashing  an  empire  to  see  what  it  was  made  of  P  Truly  I  doubt 
whether  there  will  be  a  whole  piece  left  in  three  months :  the  conduct 
bears  due  proportion  to  the  incapacity — ^you  ought  to  be  on  the  spot 
to  believe  it.  When  Keppel's  messenger  Mr.  Berkeley  arrived, 
neither  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  nor  the  Secretary  was  to  be 
found  I  and  now  Mr.  Keppel  is  returned,  we  learn  that  the  East  and 
West  India  fleets,  worth  four  millions,  are  at  stake,  and  the  French 
frigates  are  abroad  in  pursuit  of  them.  Yesterday  the  merchants 
were  with  Lord  North  to  press  Eeppel  might  sail  again  agaisist  a 
superior  fleet !  Forty  thousand  men  are  on  the  coast,  and  transports 
assembling  in  every  port,  and  nothing  but  incapacity  and  inability  in 
all  this,  and  not  a  grain  of  treachery. 

General  Howe  is  arrived  and  was  graciously  received.  The 
agreeable  news  he  brought  is,  that  Clinton  for  want  of  provisions  has 
abandoned  Philadephia  and  marched  through  the  Jerseys  to  New 
York  without  molestation,  on  condition  of  not  destroying  Phila- 
delphia. The  Congress  has  ratified  the  treaty  with  France,  and 
intend  to  treat  the  Commissioners  de  haut  en  baa,  unless  you  choose  to 

that  oloekwoik  m  old  m  Tompion's.  I  came  here  last  Monday,  and  shall  retom  io 
mj  flock  on  Saturday.  Hia  Lordahip  and  her  Ladyship  are  much  yours,  and  bid  me 
■ay  so.  The  latter  I  think  a  most  excellent  woman,  and  somewhat  different  from  the 
De  la  Coqae  yon  mention ;  bat  I  think  I  can  account  for  this  difference  in  a  manner 
not  very  flattering  to  the  sex. 

'  Sappho'  is  almost  finished,  and  saUsfies  me  better  than  my  own  things  ncaaU| 
do ;  but  I  fear  I  grow  like  old  &thers,  who  like  their  children  whom  they  get  after 
fifty  much  better  than  those  they  got  at  fire-and-twenty,  because  they  are  proofo  of 
their  yigonr.  To  be  sure  in  the  eye  of  episcopacy,  I  might  full  as  renially  hare 
begat  a  child  upon  the  body  of  my  chambermaid  as  this  upon  my  brain.  A  parson 
writing  an  amorous  Opera  is  a  phenomenon  more  horrid  I  trust  in  that  eye  Uian  the 
growth  of  popery.  But  nuicte  virtuiej  the  deed  ia  done,  and  1  am  ready  to  abide  by 
the  oonsequenoes. 

Pray  send  me  all  the  anecdotes  yon  hare  concerning  the  latter  end  of  Voltaire, 
and  tell  me  whether  opium  or  old  age  killed  him,  for  1  do  not  depend  on  newspapera 
when  I  am  able  to  get  Mad.  du  Deffand's  intelligence  at  such  a  second  hand  as  yours. 
I  rtni  in  hopes  that  we  shall  meet  at  Nuneham  the  beginning  of  September,  for  I 
fancy  by  that  time  hia  liordship  will  be  there  to  pluck  his  first  violets.  I  am,  as  always^ 

Youza  most  truly, 

W.  Hasok, 
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believe  iLe  *  Morning  Post,'  who  says  five  provinces  declare  for 
peace.  I  told  you  lately  my  curiosity  to  know  what  is  to  be  left  to 
vs  at  a  general  peace.  The  wisest  thing  the  Ministers  could  do  would 
be  to  ask  that  question  incontinently.  I  am  persuaded  in  the  present 
apathy  that  the  nation  would  be  perfectly  pleased,  let  the  terms  be 
what  they  would.  A  series  of  disasters  may  spoil  this  good  humour, 
and  there  often  wants  but  a  man  to  fling  a  stone  to  spread  a  confla* 
gration.  The  Treasury  is  not  rich  enough  at  present  to  indemnify 
the  losers  of  four  miUions :  the  stockholders  are  two  hundred  and 
*  fbrty  thousand,  and  the  fraction  forty  thousand  would  make  an  ugly 
mob.  In  shorty  tempests  that  used  to  be  composed  of  irascible 
elements  never  had  more  provocation  than  they  are  likely  to  have ; 
such  is  the  glimpse  of  our  present  horizon.    Now  to  your  letter. 

If  your  Mecffinas's  fame  [Lord  Holdemesse's]  is  overwhelmed  in 
Lord  Chatham's  and  Voltaire's,  it  is  already  revenged  on  the  latter's. 
Madame  du  Defiand's  letter  of  to-day  says,  he  is  already  forgotten. 
La  telle  poule  has  obliterated  him,  but  probably  will  have  a  con«> 
trary  effect  on  Lord  Chatham.  All  my  old  firiend  has  told  me  of 
Voltaire's  death  is,  that  the  excessive  fatigues  he  underwent  by  his 
journey  to  Paris,  and  by  the  bustle  he  made  with  reading  his  play  to 
the  actors  and  hearing  them  repeat  it,  and  by  going  to  it,  and  by  the 
crowds  that  flocked  to  him ;  in  one  word,  the  agitation  of  so  much 
applause  at  eighiy-four  threw  him  into  a  strangury,  for  which  he  took 
80  much  laudanum  that  his  frume  could  not  resist  all,  and  he  fell  a 
martyr  to  his  vanity.  Nay,  Garrick,  who  is  above  twenty  years 
younger,  and  as  full  as  vain,  would  have  been  choked  with  such 
doses  of  flattery ;  though  he  would  like  to  die  the  death. 

You,  who  are  not  apt  to  gape  for  incense,  may  be  believed  when 
you  speak  well  of  *  Sappho.'  I  am  sorry  I  must  wait  for  the  sight 
till  Lord  Harcourt  proclaims  summer.  I  enjoy  the  present,  which  I 
remember  none  like ;  but  even  this  is  clouded  by  the  vexation  of  seeing 
this  lovely  island  spoiled  and  sold  to  shame !  I  look  at  our  beautiful 
improvements,  and  sigh  to  think  that  they  have  seen  their  best  days. 
Did  you  feel  none  of  these  melancholy  reflections  at  Wentworth 
Castle  P  I  wrote  the  Earl  [Strafford]  a  letter  two  days  ago  that  will 
not  please  him,  but  can  one  always  contain  one's  chagrin  when  one's 
country  is  ruined  by  infatuation  P  No,  we  never  can  revive  I  We 
killed  the  hen  that  laid  the  golden  eggs  I  The  term  OretU  Britain 
wiU  be  a  jest  My  English  pride  is  wounded,  yet  there  is  one 
oomfertable  thought  remains :  when  Liberty  was  abandoned  by  her 
■ons  here,  she  animated  her  genuine  children,  and  inspired  them  to 
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chastifle  flie  iaraitor  Soots  that  attacked  her.  Heff  have  made  a 
blessed  harvest  of  their  inadhinatioiis.  If  thereis  adraehmof  sensa 
under  a  orowiii  a  Soot  hereafter  will  be  reokoned  pestilentiaL 
Methinks  the  word  Prerogatiye  should  never  sound  Tery  delightful 
in  this  island ;  attempt  to  extend  it  and  its  fidrast  braiiehes  wither 
and  drop  off.  What  has  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men  fig^iting  for 
sovereignty  adiieved  in  America  P  retreated  firom  Boston^  retreated 
from  Phikdelphiay  laid  down  their  arms  at  Saratoga,  and  lost 
thirteen  provinces  I  Nor  is  the  measure  yet  full  I  Such  are  the  oons^ 
quences  of  our  adopting  new  legisUtorSy  new  historianSi  new  doctors! 
Locke  and  Sidneyi  f(Hr  Humes,  JdmaonB,  and  Dalrymples  I  When 
the  account  is  made  up  and  a  future  Historiographer  Royal  casts  up 
debtor  and  creditor,  I  hope  he  will  please  to  state  the  balanee  between 
the  last  WBi/ar  America  and  the  present  ogaiMt  it.  The  advantages 
of  that  we  know, — Quebec,  the  Havannah,  Martinico,  Ghiadaloupe, 
the  East  Indies,  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets  destroyed,  &c.  &c. ; 
all  the  bills  per  cofUra  are  not  yet  come  in  I  Our  writers  have  been 
disputing  for  these  htmdred  and  sixty-six  years  on  Whig  and  Tory 
principles.  Their  successors,  who  I  suppose  will  continue  the 
controversy,  will  please  to  allow  at  least  that  if  the  Ministers  of  both 
parties  were  equally  complaisant  when  in  power,  the  splendour  of  the 
Grown  (I  say  nothing  of  the  happiness  of  the  people,  which  is  never 
taken  into  the  account)  has  constantly  been  augmented  by  Whig 
administrations,  and  has  faded  (and  then  and  now  a  little  mcnre)  whan 
Tories  have  governed  I  The  reason  is  as  plain :  Whig  principles  are 
founded  on  sense ;  a  Whig  may  be  a  fool,  a  Tory  must  be  so :  the 
consequence  is  plain ;  a  Whig  when  a  Minister  may  abandon  hia 
principles,  but  he  will  retain  his  sense  and  will  therefcn^  not  risk  ike 
felicity  of  his  posterity  by  sacrificing  everything  to  selfish  views.  A 
Tory  attaining  power  hurries  to  establish  despotism :  the  honour,  the 
trade,  the  wealtii,  the  peace  of  the  nation,  all  are  little  to  him  in 
comparison  of  the  despotic  will  of  his  master,  but  are  not  you  gUd  I 
write  on  small  paperP 


1789.    TO  SIR  HOBACE  MANN. 

£»mwberrif  HiU,  July  7, 1778. 

You  tell  me  in  yours  of  the  23rd  of  last  month,  which  I  received 
to-day,  that  my  letters  are  necessary  to  your  tranquillity.  That  is 
sufficient  to  make  me  write,  though  I  have  nothing  very  positive  to 
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idl  yon.  I  did  not  mention  Admiral  Eeppers  wlrimn'flh  with  and 
capture  of  two  firigates  of  the  Brest  sqnadron ;  not  beoanse  I  thought 
it  trifling,  but  concluding  it  would  produce  immediate  declaration  of 
war ;  and,  for  the  &ot  itself^  I  knew  both  our  papers  and  the  French 
would  anticipate  me.  Indeed,  Sir  John  Dick  has  talked  to  me  so 
much  of  his  frequency  and  ptmctuality  with  you,  that  I  might  have 
concluded  he  would  not  neglect  so  public  an  event ;  not  that  I  trust 
to  anybody  else  for  sending  you  intelligence. 

No  Declaration  has  followed  on  either  side.  I,  who  know  nothing 
but  what  everybody  knows,  am  disposed  to  hope  that  both  nations  are 
grown  rational ;  that  is,  humane  enough  to  dislike  carnage.  Both 
Kings  are  pacific  by  nature,  and  the  voice  of  Europe  now  prefers 
l^islators  to  heroeB^  which  is  but  a  name  for  destroyers  <^  their 
species. 

It  is  true,  we  are  threatened  with  invasion*  You  ask  me  why  I 
seem  to  apprehend  less  than  formerly  P  For  many  reasons.  In  the 
first  place,  I  am  above  thirty  years  older.  Can  one  fear  anything  in 
file  dregs  of  life  as  at  the  beginningP  Experience,  too,  has  taught 
me  that  nothing  happens  in  proportion  to  our  conceptions.  I  have 
learnt,  too,  exceedingly  to  undervalue  human  policy.  Chance  and 
felly  counteract  most  of  its  wisdom.  From  the  'M^moires  de  Noailles  * 
I  have  learnt,  that,  between  the  years  1740  and  1760,  when  I, — ay, 
and  my  Lord  Chesterfield  too, — ^had  such  gloomy  thoughts,  France 
was  trembling  with  dread  of  us.  These  are  general  reasons.  My 
particular  ones  are,  that,  if  Fnubce  meditated  a  considerable  blow,  she 
lias  neglected  her  opportunity.  Last  year,  we  had  neither  army  nor 
a  manned  fleet  at  home.  Now,  we  have  a  larger  and  better  army 
than  ever  we  had  in  the  island,  and  a  strong  fleet  Within  these 
three  days,  our  West  India  and  Mediterranean  fleets,  for  which  we 
have  been  in  great  pain,  are  arrived,  and  bring  not  only  above  two 
millions,  but  such  a  host  of  sailors  as  will  supply  the  deficiencies  in 
our  unequipped  men-of-war.  The  country  is  covered  with  camps ; 
General  Conway,  who  has  been  to  one  of  them,  speaks  with  astonish- 
ment of  the  fineness  of  the  men,  of  the  raiments,  of  their  discipline 
and  manoeuvring.  In  short,  the  French  Court  has  taught  all  our 
young  nobility  to  be  soldiers.  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  was  the 
most  indolent  of  ministers,  is  the  most  inde&tigable  of  officers.  For 
my  part,  I  am  almost  afraid  that  there  will  be  alarger  military  spirit 
amongst  our  men  of  quality  than  is  wholesome  for  our  constitution  : 
France  will  have  done  us  hurt  enough,  if  she  has  turned  us  into 
/generals  instead  of  senators. 
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I  can  conoeive  another  reason  why  France  should  not  choose  to 
rentore  an  invasion.  It  is  certain  that  at  least  five  American 
provinces  wish  for  peace  with  us.  Nor  can  I  think  that  thirteen 
English  provinces  would  be  pleased  at  seeing  England  invaded.  Any 
considerable  blow  received  by  us,  would  turn  their  new  allies  into 
haughty  protectors.  Should  we  accept  a  bad  peace,  America  would 
find  her  treaty  with  them  a  very  bad  one :  in  short,  I  have  treated 
you  with  speculations  instead  of  facts.  I  know  but  one  of  the  latter 
sort  The  King's  army  has  evacuated  Philadelphia,  from  having 
eaten  up  the  country,  and  has  returned  to  New  York.  Thus  it  is 
more  compact,  and  has  less  to  defend. 

General  Howe  is  returned,  richer  in  money  than  laurels.  I  do 
not  know,  indeed,  that  his  wealth  is  greai 

Fanaticism  in  a  nation  is  no  novelty :  but  you  must  know,  that, 
though  the  effects  were  so  solid,  the  late  appearance  of  enthusiasm 
about  Lord  Chatham  was  nothing  but  a  general  affectation  of 
enthusiasm.  It  was  a  contention  of  hypocrisy  between  the 
Opposition  and  the  Court,  which  did  not  last  even  to  his  buriaL 
Not  three  of  the  Court  attended  it,  and  not  a  dozen  of  the  Minority 
of  any  note.  He  himself  said,  between  his  fall  in  the  House  of 
Lords  and  his  death,  that,  when  he  came  to  himself,  not  one  of  his 
old  acquaintance  of  the  Court  but  Lord  Dcspencer  so  much  as  asked 
him  how  he  did.  Do  you  imagine  people  are  struck  with  the  death 
of  a  man,  who  were  not  struck  with  the  sudden  appearance  of  his 
death  P  We  do  not  counterfeit  so  easily  on  a  surprise,  as  coolly ; 
and,  when  we  are  cool  on  surprise,  we  do  not  grow  agitated  on 
reflection. 

The  last  account  I  heard  from  Germany  was  hostile.  Four  days 
ago  both  the  Imperial  and  Prussian  Ministers  expected  news  of  a 
battle.  O,  ye  fathers  of  your  people,  do  you  thus  dispose  of  your 
children  P  How  many  thousand  lives  does  a  King  save,  who  signs  a 
peace  I  It  was  said  in  jest  of  our  Charles  II.,  that  he  was  the  real 
faiher  of  his  people,  so  many  of  them  did  he  beget  himself.  But  tell 
me,  ye  divines,  which  is  the  most  virtuous  man,  he  who  begets  twenty 
bastards,  or  he  who  sacrifices  an  hundred  thousand  lives  P  What  a 
contradiction  is  human  nature  I  Tlie  Romans  rewarded  the  man 
who  got  three  children,  and  laid  waste  the  world.  When  will  the 
world  know  that  peace  and  propagation  are  the  two  most  delightfid 
things  in  it  P  As  his  Majesty  of  France  has  found  out  the  latter,  I 
hope  he  will  not  forget  the  former. 
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1740.    TO  THB  HON.  B.  8.  OONWAT. 

Strawberry  HiU,  July  S,  1778. 

I  HATE  had  some  oonyeraation  with  a  ministerial  person,  on  the 
subject  of  pacification  with  France ;  and  he  dropped  a  hint,  that  aa 
we  ahonld  not  have  much  chance  of  a  good  peace,  the  Opposition 
wonld  make  great  damoor  on  ii  I  said  a  few  words  on  the  duty  of 
Ministers  to  do  what  they  thought  right,  be  the  consequence  what 
it  would.  But  as  honest  men  do  not  want  such  lectures,  and 
dishonest  will  not  let  them  weigh,  I  waived  that  theme,  to  dwell 
on  what  is  more  likely  to  be  persuasive,  and  which  I  am  firmly 
persuaded  is  no  less  true  than  the  former  maxim ;  and  that  was,  that 
the  Ministers  are  9MI  so  strong,  that  if  they  could  get  a  peace  that 
would  save  the  nation,  though  not  a  brilliant  or  glorious  one,  the 
nation  in  general  would  be  pleased  with  it,  and  the  clamours  of  the 
Opposition  be  insignificani 

I  added,  what  I  think  true,  too,  that  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in 
treating ;  not  only  for  preventing  a  blow,  but  firom  the  consequences 
the  first  misfortune  would  have.  The  nation  is  not  yet  alienated 
firom  the  Court,  but  it  is  growing  so ;  is  grown  so  enough,  for  any 
calamity  to  have  violent  effeets.  Any  internal  disturbance  would 
advance  the  hostile  designs  of  France.  An  insurrection  from  distress 
would  be  a  double  invitation  to  invasion ;  and,  I  am  sure,  much 
more  to  be  dreaded,  even  personally,  by  the  Ministers,  than  the  ill- 
humoura  of  Opposition  for  even  an  inglorious  peace.  To  do  the 
Opposition  justice,  it  is  not  composed  of  incendiaries.  Parliamentary 
speeches  raise  no  tumults :  but  tumults  would  be  a  dreadful  thorough 
bass  to  speeches.  The  Ministers  do  not  know  the  strength  they  have 
left  (supposing  they  apply  it  in  time),  if  they  are  afraid  of  making 
any  peace.  They  were  too  sanguine  in  making  war ;  I  hope  they 
will  not  be  too  timid  of  making  peace. 

What  do  you  think  of  an  idea  of  mine  of  ofiering  France  a 
neutrality  P  that  is,  to  allow  her  to  assist  both  us  and  the  Americans. 
I  know  she  would  assist  only  them :  but  were  it  not  better  to  con- 
nive at  her  assisting  them,  without  attacking  us,  than  her  doing 
both  P  A  treaty  with  her  would  perhaps  be  followed  by  one  with 
America.  We  are  sacrificing  all  the  essentials  we  can  recover, 
for  a  few  words ;  and  risking  the  independence  of  this  country,  for 
the  nominal  supremacy  over  America.    France  seems  to  leave  us 
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time  for  treating.  She  made  no  scrapie  of  begging  peaoe  of  ns  in 
*6S,  that  she  might  lie  by  and  reoorer  her  advantages.  Was  not 
that  a  wise  precedent  P  Does  not  she  now  show  that  it  was  P  Is  not 
policy  the  honour  of  nations  P  I  mean,  not  morally,  but  has  Europe 
left  itself  any  other  honour  P  And  since  it  has  really  left  itself  no 
honour,  and  as  littie  morality,  does  not  the  morality  of  a  nation  oon- 
sist  in  its  preserving  itself  in  as  much  happiness  as  it  can  P  The 
invasion  of  Portugal  by  Spain  in  the  last  war,  and  the  partition  of 
Poland,  have  abrogated  the  law  of  nations.  Eangs  have  Wt  no  ties 
between  one  another.  Their  duty  to  their  people  is  still  allowed. 
He  is  a  good  King  that  preserves  his  people ;  and  if  temporising 
answers  that  end,  is  it  not  justifiable  P  You,  who  are  as  moral  as 
wise,  answer  my  questions.  Orotius  is  obsolete.  Dr.  Joseph  *  and 
Dr.  Frederic,*  with  four  htmdred  thousand  commentators,  are  reading 
new  lectures — and  I  should  say,  thank  Gh)d,  to  one  another,  if  the 
four  htmdred  thousand  conmientators  were  not  in  worse  danger  than 
they.*  Louis  XYI.  is  grown  a  casuist  compared  to  those  partitioners. 
Well,  let  us  simple  individuals  keep  our  honesty,  and  bless  our  stars 
that  we  have  not  armies  at  our  command,  lest  we  should  divide 
kingdoms  that  are  at  our  hieMeanee  I  What  a  dreadful  thing  it  is 
for  such  a  wicked  little  imp  as  man  to  have  absolute  power  I — ^But  I 
have  travelled  into  Germany,  when  I  meant  to  talk  to  you  only  of 
England;  and  it  is  too  late  to  recall  my  text    Gbodnightl 


mi.    TO  THE  RBY.  WILLIAM  COL& 

/tii!y  12, 177S. 

Mb.  Lobt  has  delivered  your  papers  to  me,  dear  Sir,  and  I  have 
already  gone  through  them.  I  will  try  if  I  can  make  anything  of 
them,  but  fear  I  have  not  art  enough,  as  I  perceive  there  is 
absolutely  but  one  fact — the  expulsion.  You  have  certainly  very 
clearly  proved  that  Mr.  Baker  was  neither  supported  by  Mr.  Prior 
nor  Bishop  Burnet;  but  these  are  mere  negatives.  So  is  the 
question  whether  he  intended  to  compile  an  'Athenae  Cantabri- 

1  The  Emperor  of  Germany.— Walpolb. 

*  Frederic  IL,  King  of  PraMia.— Wilpoul 

'  The  Emperor  of  Germany  and  King  of  Pmaaia  having  some  dhpnte  aboni 
Bavaria,  brought  immense  armies  into  the  field,  but  found  their  forces  so  nearly 
balanced,  that  neither  rentored  to  atta^  the  other ;  and  the  Pnusian  monarch 
&lling  back  upon  SHeaia,  the  affidr  was,  throngh  the  intervention  of  the  SmpceM  e£ 
Rosiia,  settled  by  negotiation,  which  ended  in  the  peace  of  Tescheo.— Wueu. 
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gieiuieB'  or  not;  and  on  thatyoa  say  but  little,  as  yon  haye  not  seen 
Iiis  papers  in  the  Mnseun.  I  will  examine  the  printed  oatalogne, 
and  try  if  I  can  discoyer  the  tmth  thence,  when  I  go  to  town.  I 
will  also  borrow  the  new  'Biographia'  [Kippis],  as  I  wish  to  know 
more  of  the  ezpnlsion.  As  it  is  onr  only  £Etot|  one  wonld  not  be  too 
dry  on  ii  Upon  the  whole,  I  think  that  it  would  be  preferable  to 
draw  np  an  ample  character  of  Hr.  Baker,  rather  than  a  life.  The 
one  was  most  beautifol,  amiable,  consoientioas ;  the  other  totally 
barren  of  more  than  one  eyent:  and  thongh  you  haye  taken 
excellent  pains  to  discoyer  all  that  was  possible,  yet  there  is  an 
obscnrity  hangs  oyer  the  dbenmstances  that  eyen  did  attend  him ; 
as  his  connection  with  Bishop  Grewe  and  his  liying.  His  own 
modesty  comes  ont  the  brilghter,  but  then  it  composes  a  character^ 
not  a  hh. 

As  to  Mr.  Eippis  and  his  censures,  I  am  perfectly  indifferent  to 
them.  He  betrays  a  pert  malignity  in  hinting  an  intention  of  being 
seyere  on  my  father,  for  the  pleasure  of  exerting  a  right  I  allowed, 
and  do  allow  to  be  a  just  one,  thongh  it  is  not  just  to  do  it  for  that 
reason ;  howeyer,  let  him  say  his  pleasure,  the  troth  will  not  hurt 
my  &ther;  Msehood  will  recoil  on  the  auth(»r. 

His  asserting,  that  my  censure  of  Mr.  Addison's  character  of  Lord 
Somers  is  not  to  be  justified,  is  a  silly  ^m  dixii,  as  he  does  not,  in 
truth  cannot,  show  why  it  is  not  to  be  justified.  The  passage  I 
alluded  to  is  the  argument  of  an  old  woman ;  and  Mr,  Addison's 
being  a  writer  of  true  humour  is  not  a  justification  of  his  reasoning 
like  a  superstitious  gossip.  In  the  other  passage  you  haye  sent  me, 
Mr.  KippiB  is  perfectly  in  the  right,  and  corrects  me  yery  justly. 
Had  I  oyer  seen  Archbishop  Abbofs  Prefiu)e,  with  the  outrageous 
flatteiy  on,  and  lies  of  James  I.,  I  should  certainly  neyer  haye  said, 
^Honest  Abbot  could  not  flatter.''  I  should  haye  said,  and  do  say, 
I  neyer  saw  grosser  peryersion  of  trutL  One  can  almost  excuse  the 
fiftults  of  James  when  his  bishops  were  such  base  sycophants.  What 
can  a  kiog  think  of  human  nature,  when  it  produces  such  wretches  P 
I  am  too  impartial  to  prefer  Puritans  to  clergymen,  or  vice  persd, 
when  Whitgift  and  Abbot  only  ran  a  race  of  seryility  and  adulation : 
the  result  is,  that '' priests  of  all  religions  are  the  same."  *  James  and 
his  Leyitee  were  worthy  of  each  other ;  the  golden  calf  and  the 
iddaters  were  well  coupled,  and  it  is  pity  they  oyer  came  out  of  the 
wilderness.     I  am  yery  glad  Mr.  Tyson  has  escaped  death  and 


94  HORAOB  WALPOLE*S  LBTTKRS.  p77& 

disappointment :  pray  wish  him  joy  of  both  from  me.  Has  not  thii 
Indian  summer  dispersed  your  complaints  P  We  are  told  we  are  to 
be  invaded.  Our  Abbots  and  Whitgifts  now  see  with  what  successes 
and  consequences  their  preaching  up  a  crusade  against  America  has 
been  crowned !  Archbishop  Markham  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
exercising  his  martial  prowess.  I  doubt  he  would  resemble  Bishop 
Crewe  more  than  good  Mr.  Baker.  Let  us  respect  those  only  who 
are  Israelites  indeed.  I  surrender  Dr.  Abbot  to  you.  Church  and 
Presbytery  are  terms  for  monopolies.  Exalted  notions  of  Church 
matters  are  contradictions  in  terms  to  the  lowliness  and  humility  of 
the  GospeL  There  is  nothing  sublime  but  the  Divinity.  Nothing 
is  sacred  but  as  His  work.  A  tree  or  a  brute  stone  is  more 
respectable  as  such,  than  a  mortal  called  an  Archbishop,  or  an 
edifice  called  a  Church,  which  are  the  pimy  and  perishable 
productions  of  men.  Calvin  and  Wesley  had  just  the  same  views 
as  the  Pope ;  power  and  wealth  their  objects.  I  abhor  both,  and 
admire  Mr.  Baker. 

P.S.  I  like  Popeiy  as  well  as  you,  and  have  shown  I  do.  I  like 
it  as  I  like  chivalry  and  romance.  They  all  furnish  one  with  ideas 
and  visions,  which  Presbyterianism  does  not.  A  Gothic  church  or  a 
convent  fills  one  with  romantic  dreams — ^but  for  the  mysterious,  the 
Church  in  the  abstract,  it  is  a  jargon  that  means  nothing,  or  a  great 
deal  too  much,  and  I  reject  it  and  its  apostles,  fit)m  Athanasius  to 
Bishop  Eeene. 


1742.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

Strawberry  HiU,  Jfdy  16, 1778. 

Though  it  is  a  most  anxious  moment,  I  do  not  write  to  tell  you  or 
talk  of  politics:  most  men  in  these  regions  expect  news  of  a  battle  at 
sea ;  I  do  not.  As  we  have  nothing  left  to  save  but  ourselves,  I 
wUh  theiraehes  would  leave  themselves  and  us  that  little. 

Jean  Jacques  is  certainly  dead '  as  well  as  Yoltaire.  Poor  Charon  I 
"  Fanny,  blooming  £edr," '  died  here  yesterday  of  a  stroke  of  palsy. 
8he  had  lost  her  memoiy  for  some  years,  and  remembered  nothing 
but  her  beauty  and  not  her  methodism.    Being  confined  with  only 

^  BonMeaii  died  Srd  July,  l77S.'-OnvviiroHAM. 

'  Lady  Fanny  Shiriey.    See  Walpole*t  note  at  p.  107.— CuvmvaBAiL 
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senrantSy  she  was  oontmually  lamentmgi  "  I  to  be  abandoned  that 
all  the  world  used  to  adore ! "    She  was  seventy-two. 

I  received  a  letter  this  morning  from  the  engraver  of  Johnson's 
'  Poets'  to  enquire  if  I  knew  of  any  portrait  of  Dyer  or  Mallei 
If  the  latter  is  one  of  Johnson's  Poets,  I  do  not  wonder  Gbray  was 
not. 

The  sun  seems  to  be  the  only  prince  that  is  generous,  and  sticks 
by  us  in  our  distress.  People  of  all  ages  call  it  an  old-fashioned 
summer,  such  as  we  used  to  have  ten  or  twenty  years  ago,  when  you 
are  to  suppose  they  were  young.  I  that  dc  not  haggle  about  my 
threescores,  do  not  remember  any  such  summer  these  fifty  years.  It 
is  Italy  in  a  green  gown. 

lir.  NichoUs  and  I  went  last  week  to  see  the  new  apartment  at 
Osterley  Park.  The  first  chamber,  a  drawing-room,  not  a  large  one, 
is  the  most  superb  and  beautifcd  that  can  be  conceived,  and  hung 
with  gobelin  tapestry,  and  enriched  by  Adam  in  his  best  taste, 
except  that  he  has  stuck  diminutive  heads  in  bronze,  no  bigger  than 
a  half-crown,  into  the  chimney-piece's  hair.  The  next  is  a  light 
plain  green  velvet  bed-chamber.  The  bed  is  of  green  satin  richly 
embroidered  with  colours,  and  with  eight  columns ;  too  theatric, 
and  too  like  a  modem  head-dress,  for  roimd  the  outside  of  the  dome 
are  festoons  of  artificial  flowers.  What  would  Yitruvius  think  of  a 
dome  decorated  by  a  milliner  ?  The  last  chamber  after  these  two 
proud  rooms,  chills  you :  it  is  called  the  Etruscan,  and  is  painted  all 
over  like  Wedgwood's  ware,  with  black  and  yellow  small  grotesques. 
Sven  the  chairs  are  of  painted  wood.  It  would  be  a  pretty  waiting- 
room  in  a  garden.  I  never  saw  such  a  profound  tumble  into  the 
Bathos.  It  is  going  out  of  a  palace  into  a  potter's  field.  Tapestry, 
carpets,  glass,  velvet,  satin,  are  all  attributes  of  winter.  There 
oonld  be  no  excuse  for  such  a  cold  termination,  but  its  containing  a 
cold  bath  next  to  the  bed-chamber : — and  it  is  called  taste  to  join 
these  incongruities  I    I  hope  I  have  put  you  into  a  passion. 


1743.    TO  THB  RBY.  WILUAM  MASON. 

Strauberry  BUI,  July  18, 1778. 

As  I  was  going  out  this  evening,  I  was  stopped  in  Twickenham^ 
and  told  that  France  has  declared  war.  I  knew  the  Brest  squadron 
was  at  sea,  and  that  Admiral  Eeppel  by  letters  received  from  him 
at  the  Admiralty  on  Thursday,  is  off  the  Land's  End,  in  hourly 
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expeotation  of  being  joined  by  tbiee  or  four  men-of-war,  wbidi  will 
make  his  fleet  thiriy  ships  of  the  line,  with  whioh  he  was  detennined 
to  seek  the  enemy,  who  have  thirty-one,  two  of  fifty  guns,  and  eight 
frigates.  Thnsthe  battle  maybefonght  as  soon  as  war  is  proclaimed; 
and  thus  our  Ministers  may  have  a  full  prospect  of  all  their  con- 
summately wise  measures  may  produce  I  What  can  be  expected 
from  two  wars  when  one  has  been  so  ignominious  P — ^With  an  army 
of  fifty  thousand  men  against  a  rabble,  and  without  being  beaten, 
they  have  lost  a  whole  continent,  and  near  half  that  army,  and 
retreated  from  place  to  place  I  Not  one  G^eral  has  gained  any 
reputation ;  our  only  fleet  on  this  side  of  the  world  is  to  decide 
whether  the  two  islands  are  not  to  be  fought  for  on  land.  Thus 
have  we,  the  people,  been  gamed  for ;  and  some  few  of  us  against 
our  wills.  It  is  very  hard^  especially  on  us  that  remember  other 
days.  I  know  not  what  Lord  Mansfield's  reflections  are,  when  he 
recollects  his  sagacious  journey  to  Paris  to  oonyince  the  French 
cabinet  that  it  was  against  their  interest  to  protect  the  Americans^ 
and  his  fiunous  passage  of  the  Bubicon.  I  should  be  sorry  to  feel 
what  he  ought  to  feel  even  on  the  score  of  folly, — ^indeed  defend  it 
Numerus ;  and  all  that  may  be  left  to  us  few,  may  be  to  meet  him* 
ioTPa  tuenies  like  the  ghost  of  Dido. 

England  will  one  day  recollect  it  had  a  Minister  [Sir  Bobert 
Walpole],  to  whom  it  owed  twenty  years  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
and  who  left  it  a  motto  that  would  have  preserved  such  halcyon 
days.  Quieia  non  mavere  was  as  wise  a  saying  as  any  my  Lord 
Bolingbroke  bequeathed  to  my  Lord  Bute.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  true,  what  has  been  said,  that  my  father  on  being  advised  to  tax 
ATnerioai  replied,  **  It  must  be  a  bolder  Minister  than  I  am.''  Bui 
that  motto  of  his  spoke  his  opinion. 

Well ;  War  proclaimed  1  and  I  am  near  sixty-one.  Shall  I  Eve 
tosee  peace  agaiuP  and  what  a  peace !  I  endeavour  to  oomposemy 
mind,  and  call  in  every  collateral  aid.  I  condemn  my  countrymen, 
but  cannot,  would  not  divest  myself  of  my  love  to  my  country.  I 
enjoy  the  disappointment  of  the  Scots,  who  had  prepared  the  yoke 
for  ilie  Americans  and  for  oar  necks  too.  I  cannot  blame  the  French 
whom  we  have  tempted  to  rain  us :  yet,  to  be  rained  by  France  !— 
there  the  EngHshman  in  me  feels  again.  My  chief  comfort  is  in 
talking  to  yon,  though  you  do  not  answer  me.  I  write  to  vent  my 
thoughts,  as  it  is  easier  than  brooding  over  fliem,  but  allow  that  it  it 
difiBcult  to  be  very  tranquil  when  the  navy  of  England  is  at  stake. 
That  thought  annihilates  resentment    I  wish  for  nothing  but  victory 
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and  then  peaces  yet  what  lives  mnflt  yictoiy  cost  I  Nor  will  one 
Tiotory  purchase  ii  The  nation  is  so  frantic  that  success  would 
intoxicate  us  more ;  yet  calamity,  that  alone  could  sober  us,  is  too 
near  our  doors.  Bengnation  to  the  will  of  Heaven  is  the  language 
of  reason  as  well  as  of  religion,  when  one  knows  not  what  would  be 
best  for  us.  It  is  a  dilemma  to  which  the  honest  are  reduced :  ouf 
gamesters  are  in  a  worse  situation.  The  best  they  can  hope  for,  is 
to  sit  down  with  the  <Ubri$  of  an  empire.  What  a  line  tiiey  have 
drawn  between  them  and  Lord  Ghalham  I  I  believe  it  was  moieekv 
made  them  not  attend  his  faneraL  Will  the  House  of  BrunswioV 
listen  again  to  the  flatterers  of  prerogative? 

My  time  of  life,  that  ought  to  give  me  philosophy,  dispirits  me.  I 
cannot  expect  to  live  to  see  Sngland  revive.  I  shall  leave  it  at  best 
an  insignificant  island.  Its  genius  is  vanished  like  its  glories;  one  see^ 
nor  hero  nor  statesman  arise  to  flatter  hope.  Dr.  Franklin,  thank9 
to  Mr.  Wedderburn,  is  at  Paris.  Every  way  I  turn  my  thoughts,  the 
returns  are  irksome.  What  is  the  history  of  a  fallen  empire  P  A 
transient  satire  on  the  vices  and  follies  that  hurried  it  to  dissolution. 
The  protest  of  a  few  that  foretold  it,  is  not  registered.  Hie  names 
of  Jefieries  and  two  or  three  principals  satisfy  the  sage  moralist  who 
hurries  to  more  agreeable  times.  I  will  go  to  bed  and  sleep,  if  I  can. 
Pray  write  to  me ;  tell  me  how  you  reconcile  your  mind  to  our 
ntuation — ^I  cannot  Two  years  ago  I  meditated  leaving  England 
if  it  was  enslaved.  I  have  no  such  thought  now.  I  will  steal  into 
its  bosom  when  my  hour  oomes,  and  love  it  to  the  lasi* 

*  TO  TSI  aOV.  BOKIOB  WALPOLB. 

AiUm,  July  19, 177S. 

In  one  of  your  ananswerad  letters  (I  am  aehamed  to  look  at  Ita  date  to  aay  whiehy 
for  I  have  three  before  me)  yon  talk  of  my  having  finished  my  third  book  [of  the 
'  Bnglish  Garden  *],  and  of  my  having  been  ill ;  neither  of  whidi  are  tme,  though  I 
thank  Heaven  only  for  the  falsehood  of  the  lasi  The  tmth  is,  I  showed  Mr.  Ni<£olls 
(when  he  was  at  York)  an  ezordiam,  written  I  believe  abont  five  years  ago,  which  I 
believe  yon  have  seen,  and  I  tnmed  a  slight  oold  into  a  sickness  to  avoid  doing  the 
hospitable  honours  of  my  post  in  too  great  a  degree;  for,  enfre  mm§,  that  said  Kr.  N. 
(b«t  I  beg  it  may  go  no  fiuther  for  the  honour  of  the  doth)  drinks  like  any  fish, 
ihoni^  perhaps  yon  have  not  discovered  it,  and  it  is  happy  fbr  him  that  Mr.  Qray 
cannot  Kow  both  this  poetical  commvniciUion,  and  this  plea  of  sickness,  were  mere 
■ttbterftiges,  to  avoid  something  worse,  i,e.,  hearing  the  etemalitiss  of  his  foreign 
tour,  and  saving  myself  from  a  morning  headache.  Yet  either  yonr  having  men- 
tioned my  finishing  the  book,  or  this  wonderfol  fine  weather,  or  a  new  bower  (already 
Ittlf  covered  with  woodbine),  which  I  made  only  two  months  ago,  and  in  which  I  now 
write  this  letter— one,  or  all  of  these  causes  collectively,  hare  actually  made  me 
resume  the  wozk,  and  I  do  verily  believe  that  I  shaB  get  the  whole  of  it  into  a 
fuadable  condition  by  the  time  we  meet  at  Nuneham,  which  I  hope  will  be  in 
September. 

Pxmy  ask  Madame dn  I>eflhnd  whether  Rousseau  really  died  of  eating  strawberries  t 
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1744.    TO  THX  HON.  H.  &  CONWAT. 

Satwrdaff,  J^  18, 1778. 

YBffTBBDAT  eTening  {he  following  notices  were  fixed  up  in  Lloyd's 
Ooffee-hoQse : — ^Tliat  a  merchant  in  the  City  had  receiyed  an  express 
from  France,  that  the  Brest  fleet,  consisting  of  twenty-eight  ships 
of  the  line,  were  sailed,  with  orders  to  bum,  sink,  and  destroy. 
That  Admiral  Eeppel  was  at  Plymouth,  and  had  sent  to  demand 
three  more  ships  of  the  line  to  enable  him  to  meet  the  FrencL  On 
these  notices  Stocks  sunk  three-and-a-half  per  cent  An  aooonnt  I 
have  receiyed  this  morning  from  a  good  hand  says,  that  on  Thursday 
the  Admiralty  receiyed  a  letter  from  Admiral  Eeppel,  who  was  off 
the  Land's  I^d,  saying  that  the  'Worcester'  was  in  sight;  that  the 
'Peggy'  had  joined  him,  and  had  seen  the  'Thunderer'  making 
sail  for  the  fleet ;  that  he  was  waiting  for  the  '  Centaur,' '  Terrible,' 
and  'Vigilant; '  and  that  haying  receiyed  adyice  from  Lord  Shuld- 
ham  that  the  'Shrewsbury'  was  to  sail  from  Plymouth  on  Thursday, 
he  should  likewise  wait  for  her.  His  fleet  will  then  consist  of  thirty 
ships  of  the  line ;  and  he  hoped  to  haye  an  opportunity  of  trying 
his  strength  with  the  French  fleet  on  our  own  eoast :   if  not,  he 

and  in  tli«  meantime  do  not  commit  any  fruit  debauches  of  the  lame  kind.  Ton  are 
1^  to  tin  in  thia  way,  or  if  yon  do,  take  St.  Paul's  adrice,  and  "  qm  a  little  wine  for 
yovr  stomach's  sake/'  and  yoor  often  gout  infirmities.  I  do  not  wish  yon  to  do  the 
bononiB  to  Nicholls  in  claret,  that  I  did  in  port :  yet,  as  llw  as  half  a  pint  may  go,  or 
%  third  of  a  bottle,  eq>eeially  after  yonr  raspberries,  I  hold  to  be  salutary. 

Nothing  can  be  so  proToking  as  this  fine  weather.  It  comes  on  purpose  to  eonTince 
one  that  one's  country  is  the  finest  climate  in  the  world,  Just  when  one  should  be 
1imTT**"g  to  Ibrget  that  it  is  one's  country.  Last  year  I  would  hare  suffered  it  to  be 
a  proTince  of  France  with  ten  times  the  complacency.  I  console  myself  at  pxeaeni 
with  thinking  it  Is  too  good  for  those  that  gorem  it,  and  therefore  the  better  it  is  the 
greater  wiU  1M  their  loss ;  but  what  do  I  gain  by  that  t  Ay,  there's  the  rub  1  a  mb 
that  takes  the  skin  off  one's  rery  shin4x>ne. 

Pray,  do  yon  think  it  possible  to  procure  me  one  of  the  prints  of  Lady  Di's  drawing 
of  the  Duchess  of  Deronshire  t  I  should  think  you  might  have  interest  enough 
with  the  deaigner  to  obtain  it.  I  hear  the  plate  ii  in  the  possession  of  the  Duchess 
of  Marlborough ;  if  yon  succeed,  pray  bring  it  with  you  to  Nuneham. 

We  are  in  Uie  ton  here  I  can  assure  you.  An  old  maid  in  a  nel^booilng  Tillage, 
from  which  she  hardly  erer  stirred,  is  broke  for  SOOOf. :  she  had  no  Tisibto  way  of 
spending  it  but  in  taming  irory. 

I  expect  Qiardini  here  some  time  next  month,  in  order  that  he  may  comprehend 
the  fall  meaning  of  the  words  he  ii  to  set  I  am  clear,  if  he  wiU  but  be  dodle,  which 
he  promises  to  be^  that  he  wiU  do  it  more  justice  than  any  of  our  English  compoeers. 

I  haTc  taken  a^dn  to  my  old  siae  large  p^jwr,  and  the  consequence  is  that  I  cannot 
fill  it ;  "no  matter,"  say  yoa,  "  I  haTi  had  fell  enough^aad  wiU  snflbr  you  to  conclude 
yourself  mr  moat  fldthftil  eerTaat," 

W.  Ma«o«. 
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would  seek  them  on  thein.  The  Frenoh  fleet  sailed  on  the  7th» 
oonsisting  of  thiity-one  ships  of  ihe  line,  two  fifly-gon  ships,  and 
eight  frigates.  This  state  is  probably  more  anthentio  than  fliose  at 
Uoyd's. 

Thus  joxL  see  how  big  the  moment  is!  and,  nnless  hr  more 
fiiTourable  to  ns  in  its  bnzst  than  good  sense  allows  one  to  promise, 
it  mnst  leave  ns  greatly  exposed.  Can  we  expect  to  beat  without 
considerable  loss  P — and  tlien,  where  have  we  another  fleet  P  I  need 
xiot  state  the  danger  from  a  rererse.  The  Spanish  Ambassador 
certainly  anired  on  Monday. 

I  shall  go  to  town  on  Monday  for  a  day  or  two ;  therefore,  if  you 
write  to-morrow,  direct  to  Arlington-street  I  add  no  more:  for 
words  are  unworthy  of  the  situation ;  and  to  blame  now,  would  be 
riiildiHh.  It  is  hard  to  be  gamed  for  against  one's  oonsent :  but 
when  one's  country  is  at  stake,  one  must  throw  oneself  out  of  the 
question.  When  one  is  old  and  nobody,  one  must  be  whirled  with 
the  current,  and  shake  one's  wings  like  a  fly,  if  one  lights  on  a 
pebble.  The  prospect  is  so  dark,  that  one  shdl  rejoice  at  whatever 
does  not  happen  that  may.  Thus  I  have  composed  a  sort  of  philo- 
sophy for  myself  that  reserves  every  possible  chance.  You  want 
none  of  these  artificial  aids  to  your  resolution.  Invincible  courage 
and  immaculate  intq;iity  are  not  dependent  on  the  folly  of  Ministers 
or  on  the  events  of  war.    Adieu  I 


174A.    TO  CHARLES  BEDFORD,  ESQ.' 

ArUngUm  SUrtd,  Wtdnudaiy,  Jyly  22, 1778. 

I  WILL  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  look  into  the  Abbey,  and 
aee  if  Mr.  Gray's  monument  is  uncovered  yet;  as,  if  it  is,  I  will  call 
and  see  it  Yours  ever, 

H.  Walpolb. 

1 7M,    TO  THE  RET.  WILLIAM  COLE. 
^  Strawberry  HiU,  Jtdy  U,  1778. 

Upon  reviewing  your  papers,  dear  Sir,  I  think  I  can  make  more 
of  them  than  I  at  first  conceived.  I  have  even  commenced  the  life 
[of  Baker],  and  do  not  dislike  my  ideas  for  it,  if  the  execution  does 
bat  answer.  At  present  I  am  interrupted  by  another  task,  which  yoU| 

*  Now  lint  p«blUh«d. — Ciniimi«VAX» 


792024ft 


100  HOBAOB  WALPOIiSB  LXTTBBa  p77& 

ioO|  have  wished  me  to  undertake.  In  a  word,  somebody  has  pab^ 
lished  Chatterton's  Works,  and  obaiged  me  heavily  for  havizig  dis- 
oomitenanoed  him.  He  even  oalls  for  the  indignation  of  the  publio 
against  me.  It  is  somewhat  singular,  that  I  am  to  be  offered  up  al 
a  victim  at  the  altar  of  a  notmons  impostor  I  but,  as  many  saints 
have  been  impost(Nr%  so  many  innocent  persons  have  been  sacrifioed 
to  them.  However,  I  shall  not  be  patient  nnder  this  attack,  but 
shall  publish  an  answer^^the  Nairative  I  mentioned  to  yon.  I 
would,  as  you  know,have  avoided  entering  into  this  afiGur  if  I  eould; 
but  as  I  do  not  despise  publio  esteem,  it  is  necessary  to  show  how 
groundless  the  aoeosation  in.  Do  not  speak  of  my  intention,  as 
perhi^  I  shall  not  execute  it  immediately. 

I  am  not  in  the  least  acquainted  with  the  Mr.  Bridges  yon 
mention,  nor  know  that  I  ever  saw  him.  The  tomb  for  Mr.  Ghuy 
is  actually  erected,  and  ii  the  generous  ezpense  of  Mr.  Mason,  and 
with  an^itaph  of  four  lines,  as  you  heard,  and  written  by  him — 
but  the  soaffdds  are  not  yet  removed.  I  was  in  town  yesterday, 
and  intended  to  visit  it,  but  there  is  digging  a  vault  for  the  fEunily  of 
Northumberland,  which  obstructs  the  removal  of  the  boards. 

I  rqoiee  in  your  amendment,  and  reckon  it  among  my  obligations 
to  the  fine  weather,  and  hope  it  will  be  the  moat  lasting  of  them. 


1747.    TO  THX  BIV.  WILLUM  MASON. 

Straubeny  HiU,  July  24, 1778. 

YoTTBs  of  the  19th  I  did  not  receive  till  yesterday.  I  do  not 
write  again  so  soon  to  answer  it,  but  on  a  subject  very  foreign  to  all 
my  last,  and  which  I  will  teQ  you  {nresently,  when  I  have  replied  to 
a  few  of  your  articles. 

I  did  not  dttcover,  and  certainly  did  not  suspect,  a  bacchanalian 
disposition  in  a  osrtaan  person  [Mr.  NichoUs],  for  we  dined  together 
but  once.  We  think  alike  on  that  subject,  I  assure  you,  but  I  will 
reserve  it  for  our  meeting. 

Madame  du  DeffiEuid  said  nothing  on  the  strawberries  and  cream, 
nor  if  I  asked  her  would  she  probably  remember  to  answer.  She 
never  interested  herself  about  Rousseau,  nor  admired  him.  Her 
understsndi&g  is  too  just  not  to  be  disgusted  with  his  paradoxes  and 
aflectations;  and  his  eloquence  could  not  captivate  her,  for  she  hates 
eloquence,  fiftie  liked  no  style  but  Voltaire's,  and  has  an  aversion 
to  all  modem  philosophers.    She  has  scarce  mentioned  Rousseau, 
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liying  or  dead;  and  D'AIembert  was  egregiooaly  mistaken  in 
thinking  she  wrote  my  letter  to  him :  Boussean  wonld  have  been 
still  more  offended  had  he  known  how  rery  little  she  ever  thooght 
on  hinu  She  was  bom  and  had  lived  in  the  age  of  true  taste,  and 
allowed  nobody  bnt  Voltaire  to  belong  to  it.  She  holds  that  all  the 
rest  have  oormpted  their  taste  and  language.  La  Fontaine  is  her 
idol ;  that  is,  simplioity  is. 

But  I  shall  not  forget  to  answer  you  on  the  artide  of  strawbenries 
and  oream.  How  very  kind  to  oantion  me  against  them ;  and  how 
kindly  I  take  it !  In  troth  I  am  very  temperate  now  on  that  head, 
as  wdl  as  on  all  others.  I  eat  very  little  eream,  remembering  that 
my  stomach  is  not  so  yonng  as  it  was ;  bnt  for  wine,  I  am  persnaded 
firnit  never  hurts  me,  nnless  wine  is  poured  on  it  Yet  the  other 
day  I  did  drink  two  glasses.  The  exoessiye  heat  of  the  nights  had 
ezhansted  me  so  mneh,  that  I  had  reoonrse  to  that  cordial,  and  it 
quite  restored  me:  it  would  not  unless  a  norelty.  I  beg  your 
pardon  for  talking  on  myself,  but  gratitude  opened  my  heart  I 
feel  your  goodness  with  great  satisfiietion,  for  it  oould  please  me  in 
no  fi>rm  more  than  yours ;  and  I  wished  to  proye  to  you  that  one  you 
regard,  is  not  dhildish. 

I  doubt  much  whether  I  can  get  you  a  print  of  the  Duchess 
of  Deyonshire:  certainly  not  before  winter,  for  Lady  Di  is  at 
Brighthehnstone ;  but  I  will  try  then:  she  had  not  many  proofr 
for  herself  and  I  know  had  not  one  left.  Eyerybody,  from  taste 
or  ftshion,  tore  them  away.  The  Duke  [of  Marlborough],  her 
brother,  paid  for  the  plate,  and  would  suffer,  I  think,  but  two 
hundred  impressions  to  be  taken.  I  promised  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester  to  beg  one  for  him,  which  perhaps  will  not  be  refused. 
If  I  can  obtain  two,  the  second  is  joxan.  I  haye  set  my  own  in 
a  frame  I  trust  you  will  like,  as  it  harmonises  with  it  amasingly, 
^ugh  rich. 

I  haye  been  two  days  in  town.  What  I  could  collect  was,  that 
the  Oongress  will  not  deign  to  send  any  answer  to  the  Oommis- 
sioners ;  that  Lord  Howe  refrised  to  act  as  one  of  them,  and  that 
the  bear  and  the  monkey  haye  quarrelled;  that  the  Americans 
haye  sent  an  expedition  to  Florida,  and  that  Washington's  army  is 
reduced  to  seyen  thousand  and  is  yery  sickly.  One  should  think  the 
two  last  dbroumstances  wereinyented  to  balance  the  others;  butsurely 
our  Ministers  ought  at  last  to  exaggerate  on  the  other  side,  that 
things  may  seem  to  turn  out  better  thim  was  expected  rather  than 
worse,  as  hitherto  they  haye  contriyed  to  make  them  appear. 
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France  has  not  declared  war ;  and  if  {he  Brest  fleet  did  sail  it  was 
not  a  stone's  throw.  I  imagine  they  wait  for  news  of  D'EstainSi 
before  they  take  the  last  step,  or  they  will  draw  Keppel  aside,  and 
then  set  forth  an  embarkation.  I  sometimes  hope  peace  is  not 
impossible.  It  cannot  be  half  so  bad  as  a  new  war  in  our  present 
situation :  it  would  at  least  give  us  time  to  prepare  for  war.  We 
are  come  to  the  necessity  of  fortifying  the  island,  or  it  may  be  lost 
in  a  single  battle.  When  we  have  no  longer  the  superiority  at  sea, 
it  would  be  madness — it  would — ^it  is  madness  to  have  no  resource, 
no  spot  where  to  make  a  stand :  but  what  signify  my  politics  P  who 
will  listen  to  them  P 

It  is  not  unlucky  that  I  have  got  something  to  divert  my  mind ; 
for  I  can  think  on  other  subjects  when  I  haye  them.  I  am  at  last 
forced  to  enter  into  the  history  of  the  supposed  Rowley's  Poems.  I 
must  write  on  it,  nay,  what  is  more,  print,  not  directly,  oontroyer- 
sially,  but  in  my  own  defence.  Some  jackanapes  at  Bristol  (I  don't 
know  who)  has  published  Chatterton's  Works ;  and  I  suppose  to 
proYoke  me  to  tell  the  story,  accuses  me  of  treating  that  manrellous 
creature  with  contempt ;  which  haying  supposed,  contrary  to  truth, 
he  invites  his  readers  to  feel  indignation  at  me.  It  has  more  than 
once  before  been  insinuated  that  his  disappointment  from  me 
contributed  to  his  horrid  fate.  Ton  know  how  gently  I  treated  him. 
He  was  a  consummate  villain,  and  had  gone  enormous  lengths  before 
he  destroyed  himself.  It  would  be  cruel  indeed,  if  one  was  to  be 
deemed  the  assassin  of  every  rogue  that  miscarries  in  attempting  to 
cheat  one ;  in  short  the  attack  is  now  too  direct  not  to  be  repelled. 
Two  months  ago  I  did  draw  up  an  account  of  my  share  in  that 
affidr.  That  Narrative  and  an  Answer  to  this  insult  which  I  wrote  last 
night  I  will  publish,  signed  with  my  name,  but  not  advertised  by  it. 
It  will  reach  all  those  that  take  part  in  the  controversy,  andl  donot 
desire  it  should  go  farther.  These  things  I  will  have  transcribed,  and 
ask  your  leave  to  send  you  before  tliey  go  to  Ihe  press.  I  am  in  no 
hurry  to  publish,  nor  is  the  moment  a  decent  one ;  yet  I  embrace  it, 
as  I  shall  be  the  less  talked  over.  I  hate  controversy,  yet  to  be 
silent  now,  would  be  interpreted  guilt ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  be 
more  innocent  than  I  was  in  that  s&ai.  Being  innocent,  I  take 
care  not  to  be  angry.  Mr.  Tjrrwhitt,  one  of  the  enthusiasts  to 
Rowley,  has  recanted,  and  publi^ed  against  the  authenticity  of  the 
Poems.  The  new  publisher  of  Chatterton's  undisputed  works  seems 
to  question  the  rest  too,  so  his  attack  on  me  must  be  mere  impertinent 
euriosity.   One  satisfaction  will  arise  from  all  this ;  the  almost  incre* 
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dible  genius  of  Ohatterton  will  be  aeoertained.  He  had  generally 
genuine  powers  of  poetry ;  often  wit,  and  sometimes  natural  humour. 
I  haye  seen  reams  of  his  writing,  besides  what  is  printed.  He  had 
a  strong  vein  of  satire,  too,  and  very  irascible  resentment ;  yet  the 
poor  soul  peridied  *  before  he  was  nineteen  I '  He  had  read,  and 
written,  as  if  he  was  fourscore,  yet  it  cannot  be  discoyered  when  or 
where.  He  had  no  more  principles  than  if  he  had  been  one  of  all 
our  late  Administrations.  He  was  an  instance  that  a  complete 
genius  and  a  complete  rogue  can  be  formed  before  a  man  is  of  age. 
Hie  world  has  generally  the  honour  of  their  education,  but  it  is  not 
necessary;  you  see  by  Chatterton,  that  an  individual  could  be  as 
perfect  as  a  senate  I    Adieu! 


1748.    TO  SIB  HOBAOS  HAKN. 

For  these  three  weeks  I  haye  been  constantly  waiting  for  news 
from  sea ;  for  to  tell  you  that  nothing  had  happened,  was  telling 
you  nothing.  We  are  in  the  oddest  situation  that  can  be ;  at  war, 
in  fact,  but  managed  like  a  controyersy  in  divinity :  we  and  France 
write  against  each  other,  and  do  each  other  all  the  hurt  we  can,  but 
do  not  own  we  are  enemies.  The  communication  is  open,  the 
packet-boats  pass  as  usual,  and  French  and  English  are  allowed  to 
go  to  Paris  and  to  come  to  London,  as  if  to  compare  notes  on  all 
that  happens.  I  am  not  sorry  that  this  Christian  plausibiliiy  is 
preserved;  it  may  facilitate  peace  without  the  tediousness  of  a  formal 
treaty.  The  two  countries  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  declare 
hostilities  are  at  an  end. 

On  Saturday  last  we  thought  we  had  gained  a  double  festival  for 
the  first  of  August.  Admiral  KeppePs  captain  arrived,  and  a 
rumour  spread  that  he  had  taken  or  destroyed  seventeen  of  the 
Brest  fleet.  It  was  not  for  want  of  will  or  endeavours  if  he  has 
not.  He  had  placed  himself  between  that  squadron  and  port,  and 
tried  to  force  them  to  battle ;  which  they  obstinately  declined,  till 
he  came  so  near  that  they  fired  on  him.  He  desired  no  more,  and 
the  fight  began  smartly ;  but,  the  wind  fiEkvouring  the  French,  they 

>  So  Wordfwoiib,  of  Cluitterton : 

**  Tho  aleepleM  Mral  thai  perUh'd  in  hii  pride.'—Cuvnioaui. 
*  When  only  wftnieen  jmn,  nine  months^  and  a  fow  daya.— Guvviiobam. 
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kept  sailing  away,  but  pouring  all  their  broadsides  on  his  masts  and 
rigging,  which  they  damaged  a  good  deal  This  flying  fight  lasted 
two  hours,  and  our  Admiral  promised  himself  a  complete  battle  the 
next  day:  but,  as  the  French  meant  miHchirf  and  not  glory,  at 
day-break  they  were  Yanished**-in  short,  got  into  port ;  and  Keppel 
is  returned  to  Plymouth,  heartily  chagrined  that  his  enemies  are  so 
little  ashamed  of  running  away. 

There  is  as  little  prospect  of  laurels  from  Byron's  squadron.  Both 
his  fleet  and  D'Estaong^s  haye  suffered  by  a  great  storm.  Nor  are 
we  likely  to  have  more  oliyes  than  laurels.  The  Oongreas  has 
treated  our  Oommissioners  with  sorereign  contempt ;  and  the  Con^ 
missioners  themselyee  haye  quarrelled,  and  are  coming  home.  Thus 
we  haye  begged  peace  of  those  we  bullied,  and  only  been  laughed  at. 
We  seem  to  haye  wearied  Fortune  in  the  last  war. 

Oaesar  seems  to  haye  made  as  bad  a  figure  as  we.  After  usurping 
Bayaria,  he  is  forced  to  beg  peace  too.  They  say  he  is  conyinced  of 
haying  been  in  the  wrong,  by  a  renunciation  that  has  been  found 
of  tlie  Emperor  Albert  It  is  tlie  first  time  a  hero  at  the  head  of 
two  hundred  and  tweniy  thousand  men  was  oyer  conyinced  by  an 
old  parchment  I  His  Imperial  reason  did  not  deign  to  listen  to  law 
and  equiiy  in  tlie  dismemberment  of  Poland ;  nor  would  he  now,  I 
ween,  if  Lord  Qhief  Justice  Frederic  had  not  enclosed  him  with  more 
numerous  armies.  We  did  not  pay  much  regard  to  tlie  charters  of 
America,  till  France  helped  the  latter  to  cany  on  the  suit. 

I  am  yery  anxious  for  the  confirmation  of  this  pacification  in 
Germany ;  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  just  setting  out  to  make 
the  campaign  under  the  King  of  Prussia.  It  was  worthy  of  his 
spirit,  and  nobody  dared  to  remonstrate  against  it;  and  yet  the 
physicians  think  he  could  not  support  an  autumnal  campaign.  The 
Duchess  herself  has  only  shed  fioods  of  tears,  but  not  murmured. 
The  behayiour  of  both  does  them  infinite  honour. 

Your  friends,  the  Mackenzies,*  are  arriyed,  and  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt 
is  expected  daily.  Mrs.  Footers  friend,  old  Lady  Westmorland,' 
is  dead,  and  the  ancient  beauty.  Lady  Fanny  Shirley  ;*  she  had  lost 

*  James  Stnuri  M aekeniie,  only  brother  of  Lord  Bute,  nuurried  Lady  EliabeUk 
Campbell,  third  daughter  of  John,  Dnke  of  Argyll — Walfolb. 

*  Mary,  daughter  and  heireia  of  Lord  Henry  CaTendlih,  aeeoad  aoii  af  the  ini 
Duke  of  Deronahire.    Lord  Westmorland  died  1768. — CumrnioHAM. 

'  Formerly  a  great  beanty,  admired  and  celebrated  by  Lord  Chesterfield,  who  wrote 
on  her  the  well-known  song,  "  When  Fanny,  blooming  fair.** — Walfolb.  On  liord 
Chesterfield's  authorship  of  this  eong  (whidi  is  very  donbtfnl),  see  Isaac  Reed's 
carious  note  in  '  Lymms^n  Ehvkvm,*  toL  ilL,  p.  699.— Cvmuoa^lk 
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her  head  some  timey  and  her  aenses  before,  for  she  haa  made  Lady 
Huntmgdon '  her  heir,  haying  tamed  Metiliodiat  when  ahe  waa  no 
longer  admired. 

Our  aommer  is  aa  Italian  aa  yonra :  I  do  not  remember  aoch  an 
one.    Adieu  I 


1749.    TO  THB  BSY.  WILLUM  MASON. 

Strawberry  HiO,  A^.  10, 1778. 

I  DID  not  write  to  you  on  onr  naval  skirmifihy  beoanse  I  had 
nothing  to  add  to  what  you  saw  in  the  papers.  It  is  erident  the 
Freneh  had  orders  to  risk  nothing,  and  acoordingly  they  got  out  of 
the  scrape  as  fast  as  they  could,  yet  they  pretend  that  our  fleet 
retired  first  If  it  had,  we  should  haye  taken  as  much  pains  to 
charge  Mr.  Keppel  as  they  could.  The  consequences  are  and 
probably  will  be  good.  Their  flight  will  not  encourage  them,  and 
it  has  sayed  our  East  India  fleet,  which  is  all  come  in.  I  haye 
heard  enough  to  make  me  change  my  mind  about  Spain,  who 
I  belieye  will  join  in  the  mSl^y  imless  we  are  awed  into  peace, 
which  I  cannot  but  suppose  is  the  meaning  of  the  war  going  on  in 
this  eqoiyocal  shape.  I  expect  to  hear  some  beau  matin  that  every 
thing  is  compromised.  There  are  reasons  both  good  and  bad  why  it 
ought  not  to  surprise  one. 

I  have  lengthened  my  Chattertonian  pamphlet,  and  now  think 
shall  not  publish  it  It  will  dear  me  whenever  it  does  appear,  and 
I  have  rather  more  respect  for  posterity  than  for  the  present  gene- 
rations, who  have  evidently  lost  all  ideas  of  rig^t  and  wrong ;  but 
I  will  say  no  more  on  two  topics  of  so  little  worth  as  the  present  age 
and  myself. 

In  lieu  of  every  thing  else,  I  here  send  you  an  original  indeed, — 
the  preface  to  '  Bousseau's  M6moires,'  which  is  got  out,  though  the 
work  itself  is  I  believe  not  yet  published.  The  style,  the  singu- 
larity, the  intolerable  vaniiy,  speak  it  genuine ; — ^nay,  so  does  the 
laboured  eloquence,  which  would  be  sublime  if  it  were  not  affected 
frenzy,  and  worse.  I  wish  you  not  to  give  copies,  because,  should 
it  be  discovered,  I  should  be  said  to  have  spread  it  to  his  prejudice ; 
yet  I  have  none,  nor  am  angry  with  him  by  the  common  role, 

'  Lftd  J  Saliitt  Shirley,  niaoe  of  Lady  Ftimy,  and  paiioiMii  of  tlit  M«ihodkU.— 
Waltuii. 
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beoanse  I  oflRanded  hinu  So  hx  from  it|  I  haye  always  allowed 
masterly  genitiBy  and  was  only  angry  with  him  for  his  own  sake, 
that  he,  who  was  bom  to  be  superior  in  oommon  sense,  should  have 
stooped  to  build  his  feme  on  paradox,  and  seemed  to  choose  rather 
to  be  talked  of  for  the  singulariiy  of  his  writings,  than  for  their 
czcellenoe ;  but  this  prefiuse  goes  £Eurther,  much  £Eurther. — ^He  aims  at 
being  the  capital  figure  at  the  last  day.  I  send  it  to  you,  shocking 
as  it  is :  h  voieL — 

Je  forme  une  entreprise  qui  n'eiit  jamais  d'ezamples,  et  donl 
I'execution  n'aura  point  d'imitateurs.  Je  yais  montier  i  mes  sem- 
blables  un  homme  dans  toute  la  y^rit^  de  la  nature,  et  cet  homme 
c'est  moi. 

Moi  seul  je  sens  mon  ooBur  et  connois  les  hommes ;  je  ne  suis  &it 
oonune  aucun  de  oeux  que  j'ai  tus  ;  j'ose  croire  n'Atre  fiEdt  oomme 
aucun  de  ceux  qui  existent  Je  ne  yaux  pas  mieux  on  moins,  je  suis 
autre.  Si  la  nature  a  bien  ou  mal  fait  de  briser  le  moule  dans  lequel 
elle  m'a  jett£,  c'est  ce  dont  on  ne  pent  juger  qu'aprfa  m'ayoir  lA. 
Que  la  tiompette  du  Jugement  dernier  sonne  quand  elle  youdra  je 
yiendrai,  ce  liyre  &  la  main,  me  presenter  deyant  le  souyerain  juge. 
Je  dirai  hautement,  yoili  ce  que  j'ai  fait,  ce  que  j'ai  pens^,  ce  que 
je  suis.  J'ai  dit  le  bien  et  le  mal  ayec  la  m6me  franchise ;  je  n'ai 
rien  id,  rien  d^;uis^,  rien  pallid ;  je  me  suis  montr^  coupable  et  yil 
quand  je  Fai  6i6 ;  j'ai  montr^  mon  int^rieur  comme  tu  Fas  yd  toi- 
mtme,  6tre  6temeL  Rassemble  autour  de  moi  Tinnombrable  foule 
de  mes  semblables ;  qu'ils  ^content  mes  confessions,  qu'ils  rougissent 
de  mes  indignit^s,  qu'ils  g&nissent  de  mes  misires;  qjie  chacun 
deyoil^  i  son  tour  son  coeur  aux  pieds  de  ton  trdne,  et  qu'un  seul  ie 
disc  ensuite,  je  suis  meilleur  que  set  homme  UL 

What  can  one  see  in  this  rhapsody  of  insufferable  pride  but  a 
studied  delirium,  an  arrogant  humiUatlon,  a  confession  turned  into 
a  brayado, — and  for  what  theatre  I  and  before  whom  I  Cartouche 
might  haye  proposed  to  talk  in  such  a  style  at  the  Day  of  Judgment. 
Think  of  the  audacious  insect  allotting  to  himself  a  mould  made  on 
purpose,  intending  to  be  the  orator  of  that  moment,  and  demanding 
to  haye  all  mankind  judged  by  comparison  with  him  I  To  meditate 
a  gasconade  for  Ihe  end  of  the  world ! 

Suppose,  instead  of  her  modest  contrite  deportment,  Mary 
Magdalen  had  stalked  into  the  hall  of  the  Pharisee  •  •  • 
I  hope  a  friend  of  ours  will  be  cured  of  his  enthusiasm  to  this  new 
Erostratus,  who  has  burnt  the  temple  of  Modesty  to  make  himself 
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talked  at    Here  I  finish :  it  is  impossible  to  add  anything  that 
wonld  be  of  a  piece  with  this  rani' 

>  TO  tmm  HO*.  Ho&ioi  waltoli. 

Aikm,  A^.  14, 1778. 

I  WILL  mj  noUiing  about  our  naTil  ddnniBli,  nor  our  land  preparationiy  exoept 
tliat  our  poor  country  from  being  onoe  a  well-bred  gentleman  ii  now  tuned  a  down- 
right blackguard.  A  gentleman  when  he  haa  reoeiTed  an  alBront,  lendi  hia  challenge^ 
ai^  then  fighte  hia  dneL  A  blackguard,  in  limilar  dreometanoee,  dilTes  hia  fiit 
direellj  at  the  Jowl  of  hie  adTersary,  and  waiTes  the  ceremonial  of  the  challenge.  I 
leaTe  yon  to  make  the  ^»plication ;  only  I  proteet  that  had  Keppel  been  Tictorioaii, 
1  ahoald  have  heeitated  alnmt  ringing  the  three  cracked  belle  in  my  coontiy  steeple, 
Ibr  I  can  nerer  think  a  &ir  Tictory  can  be  gained  orer  an  enemy  before  war  haa  been 
declared.  Perhaps  I  am  too  punctilious :  no  matter,  we  haTt  not  been  Tietoriona, 
ao  we  won't  dispute  about  it.  Tour  extract  from  Boussean  is  indeed  md  gmerig,  and 
1  thank  you  a  thousand  times  for  it.  Poor  man  I  I  always  pitied  him,  e?en  when  I 
admired  him  the  most,  and  I  admired  him  the  most  in  hia  letter  to  Darid  Hume, 
when  he  was  certainly  the  maddest.  As  from  this  foretaste  of  hia  Memoirs,  I 
conclude  they  will  at  least  in  this  equal  that  letter,  I  shall  read  them  witii  aTidity 
whenerer  they  reach  my  hands,  because  they  will  giro  me  those  humane  emotions  of 
pity,  which  many  of  his  other  works  haTS  giren  me ;  and  I  will  nerer  beliere  with 
you  that  hia  waa  either  studied  delirium,  or  affected  tmaj,  till  I  am  abec^tely 
compelled  to  it,  and  this  for  the  sake  of  that  compassionate  feeling  which  his  writings 
do  and  will  excite  in  me  so  long  as  I  can  beliere  them  written  by  a  madman  in  good 
aamest.  ProTe  him  a  pretender  to  insanity,  and  the  charm  yanishes ;  I  shall  then 
regard  his  eloquence  as  little  as  I  do  Chatterton's  poetry.  I  hope  yon  will  think  a 
eecond  time  before  you  resolTO  not  to  publish  what  you  hare  initten  on  this  latter 
subject  I  think  that  to  say  something  about  it  to  the  world  is  a  duty  you  owe  to 
yourselC  I  shsU  hope,  therefore,  yon  will  bring  the  MS.  with  you  when  we  meet 
next  month  at  Kuneham,  and  that  you  will  publish  it  some  time  before  Christmas. 
I  haTC  an  hypothesis  of  my  own  concerning  those  poems,  whidi  I  think  I  could  make 
out  to  be  at  least  highly  probable,  ria.,  that  th^  were  originally  aU  written  in 
modem  English,  and  antiquitised  after.  Had  I  his  modemisma  now  published,  I 
would  take  one  of  them,  and  antiquitize  it  in  two  manners,  fc  la  Chaucer,  and  fc  la 
Chatterton,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  theiie  two  specimens  wonld  prove  the  matter 
clearer  than  all  the  critical  arguments  that  either  hare  or  will  be  produced;  and  yet 
I  think  that  T.  Warton  has  done  enough  in  that  way  to  eonrince  CTen  the  President 
of  the  Antiq.  Society  (if  such  President  were  erer  capable  of  conriction),  that  he  was 
of  all  forgerers  the  most  palpable.  All  this,  howerer,  no  more  detiaets  firom  his 
poetical  abilities  than  Bousseau's  insanity  does  from  hia  oratorical. 

I  am  waiting  here  a  visit  from  Giardini,  in  order  to  give  him  all  the  lights  I  can 
for  the  proper  music  to  '  Sappho ; '  but  whether  he  will  come  before  or  after  Tork 
races,  ie.  this  next  week,  or  the  fortnight  after,  I  am  yet  ignorant.  At  all  adventures  I 
hold  myself  in  readiness  to  meet  you  at  Nuneham  the  middle  of  Sept.,  if  not  sooner ; 
though  I  have  a  visit  to  pay  in  Shropshire  in  my  way,  and  mean  from  thence  to 
come  by  Birmingham  and  the  '  Leasowes.'  All  this  however  shall  be  lengthened  or 
shortened  according  to  your  time  of  going  to  Nuneham,  where  I  promise  myself  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  meeting  you.    Bielieve  me,  dear  Sir, 

Tonia  veiy  cordially, 

W.  MiaoB. 

Mr.  Palgrave  is  with  me,  and  desires  his  best  compliments. 
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1750.    TO  THl  SSY.  WILLIAM  COL& 

Strawberry  HiU,  Aug.  10, 1778. 

Your  observation  of  Bowley  not  being  mentioned  bj  WiDiani 
of  Wyroestrey  is  very  strong,  indeed,  dear  Sir,  and  I  shall  certainly 
take  notice  of  ii  It  has  suggested  to  me  that  he  is  not  mentioned 
by  Bale  or  Pitts — ^is  he  P  Will  you  trouble  yourself  to  look  P  I 
conclude  he  is  not,  or  we  should  haye  heard  of  it.  Bowley  is  the 
reverse  of  King  Arthur,  and  all  those  heroes  that  have  been 
expected  a  second  time ;  he  is  to  come  again  for  the  first  time — ^I 
mean,  as  a  great  poei  My  Defence  amounts  to  thirty  pages  of  the 
size  of  this  paper :  yet  I  belieye  I  shall  not  publish  it.  I  abhor  a 
controversy;  and  what  is  it  to  me  whether  people  believe  in  an  im- 
postor or  notP  I^ay,  shall  I  convince  everybody  of  my  innocence, 
though  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  reason  for  thiuking  I  was  to  blame  P 
If  I  met  a  beggar  in  the  street,  and  refused  him  sixpence,  thinking 
him  strong  enough  to  work,  and  two  years  afterwards  he  should  die 
of  drinking,  might  not  I  be  told  I  had  deprived  the  world  of  a  capital 
rope-dancer  P  In  short,  to  show  one's  self  sensible  to  such  accusa- 
tions, would  only  invite  more ;  and  since  they  accuse  me  of  con- 
tempt, I  will  have  it  for  my  accusers. 

My  brass  plate  for  Bishop  Walpole  was  copied  exactly  firom  the 
print  in  Dart's  '  Westminster,'  of  the  tomb  of  Robert  [William] 
Dudley,  Bishop  of  Durham,  with  the  sole  alteration  of  the  name.  I 
shall  return,  as  soon  as  I  have  time,  to  Mr.  Baker's  '  life ; '  but  I 
shall  want  to  consult  you,  or,  at  least  the  account  of  him  in  the  new 
'  Biographia,'  as  your  notes  want  some  dates.  I  am  not  satisfied  yet 
with  what  I  have  sketched ;  but  I  shall  correct  it.  My  small  talent 
was  grown  very  dulL  This  attack  about  Ghatterton  has  a  little 
revived  it ;  but  it  warns  me  to  have  done ;  for,  if  one  comes  to  want 
provocatives^  the  produce  will  soon  be  feeble.  Adieu  \  Yours  meet 
sincerely. 

1751.    TO  THB  HON.  a  &  CONWAT. 

OrawUny  HiO,  Avg.  n,  1776. 

I  THDiK  it  SO  very  uncertain  whether  this  letter  will  find  you,  that 
I  write  it  merely  to  tell  you  I  received  yours  to-day.  I  recollect  no- 
thing particularly  worth  seeing  in  Sussex  that  you  have  not  seen  (fi>r 
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I  fhink  you  haye  seen  Gowdray  and  Stansted,  and  I  know  yon  haye 
Petworih),  but  Hurst  Monoeanz,  near  Battle ;  and  I  don't  know 
whether  it  is  not  pulled  down.  The  site  of  Anmdel  Castle  is  fine, 
and  there  are  some  good  tombs  of  the  Fitzalans  at  the  church,  but 
little  remains  of  the  castle ;  in  the  room  of  which  is  a  modem  brick 
house ;  and  in  the  late  Duke's  time  the  ghost  of  a  giant  walked 
there,  his  Grace  said — but  I  suppose  the  present  Duke  has  laid  it  in 
{he  Bed  Sea— of  darei 

Besides  Snowle  aad  Penshurst,  I  should  think  there  were  seyeral 
seats  of  old  families  in  Kent  worth  seeing;  but  I  do  not  know  thenu 
I  poked  out  Summer-hill  for  the  sake  of  the  BabyUmienne  in  Ghram- 
mont ;  but  it  is  now  a  mere  farm-house.  Don't  let  them  persuade 
you  to  yisit  Leeds  Castle,  which  is  not  worth  seeing. 

You  haye  been  near  losing  me  and  half-a-dozen  fidr  cousins  to- 
day. The  Ooldsmiths'  Company  dined  in  Mr.  Shirley's '  field,  next 
to  Pope's.  I  wentto  Ham  wrthmy  three  Waldegraye  nieces  and  ihe 
HiBS  Keppel,  and  saw  them  land,  and  dine  in  tents  erected  for  them 
from  the  opposite  shore.  You  may  imagine  how  beautiful  the  sight 
was  in  such  a  spot  and  in  such  a  day  I  I  stayed  and  dined  at  Ham, 
and  after  dinner  Lady  Dysart  with  Lady  Bridget  ToUemache  took 
our  four  nieces  on  the  water  to  see  the  return  of  the  barges,  but  were 
to  set  me  down  at  Lady  Browne's.  We  were,  wiih  a  footman  and  the 
two  watermen,  ten  in  a  little  boat  As  we  were  in  the  middle  of  the 
riyer,  a  larger  boat  fall  of  people  droye  directly  upon  us  on  purpose. 
I  belieye  they  were  drunk.  We  called  to  them,  to  no  purpose ;  they 
beat  directly  against  the  middle  of  our  little  skiff— but,  thank  you, 
did  not  do  us  tiie  least  harm — ^no  thanks  to  tiiem.  Lady  Malpas 
was  in  Lord  Strafford's  garden,  and  gaye  us  for  gone.  Li  short, 
Neptune  neyer  would  haye  had  so  beautifdl  a  prize  as  the  four 
girls. 

I  hear  an  express  has  been  sent  to  *  *  *  *  to  offer  him  the 
Mastership  of  the  Horse.  I  had  a  mind  to  make  you  guess,  but  you 
neyer  can — ^to  Lord  Exeter  I  Pray  let  me  know  the  moment  you 
return  to  Park-place. 

>  The  Hob.  G«org«  Shlriey.  Hk  *  freehold  md  eepgFhold  TiDa  end  etUie,  eoB- 
tainii^  iweaiy-fite  Miee  of  rich  land,  on  the  baike  of  the  ThuBee,  al  TwickeDhMB, 
s4i<>^AinS  thtTilla  of  the  Ute  Alexander  Pope,"  were  sold  by  aaction,  at  hit  decease, 
in  17S8.  His  honee  went  \fj  the  name  of  Spite  HaU.  See,  potit,  to  Lord  StrelTord, 
aih  Sepk  17S0.— CuMimroHAii. 
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175S.  TO  THS  BEY.  WILUAM  COLB. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  Aug,  7%  1778. 

I  BEG  you  will  feel  no  nTieam'neffl,  dear  Sir,  at  having  shown  my 
name  to  Dr.  Glynn.  I  can  never  suspect  you,  who  are  giving  me 
fresh  proofs  of  your  friendship,  and  solicitude  for  my  reputation,  of 
doing  anything  unkind.  It  is  true  I  do  not  think  I  shall  publish 
anything  about  Chatterton.  Is  not  it  an  affront  to  Innocence,  not  to 
be  perfectly  satisfied  in  her  P  My  pamphlet,  for  such  it  would  be, 
is  four  times  as  large  as  the  Narrative  in  your  hands,  and  I  think 
would  not  discredit  me — ^but,  in  truth,  I  am  grown  much  fonder  of 
truth  than  fiEmie ;  and  scribblers  or  their  patrons  shall  not  provoke 
me  to  sacrifice  the  one  to  the  other.  Lord  Hardwicke,  I  know,  has 
long  been  my  enemy — ^latterly,  to  get  a  sight  of  the  Conway  Papers,' 
he  has  paid  great  court  to  me,  which,  to  show  how  little  I  r^arded 
his  enmity,  I  let  him  see,  at  least  the  most  curious.  But  as  I  set  as 
little  value  on  his  friendship,  I  did  not  grant  another  of  his  requests. 
Indeed,  I  have  made  more  than  one  foe  by  not  indulging  the  vanity 
of  those  who  have  made  application  to  me ;  and  I  am  obliged  to 
them,  when  they  augment  my  contempt  by  quarrelling  with  me  for 
that  refrisaL  It  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Masters,  and  is  now  of  Lord 
Hardwicke.  He  solicited  me  to  reprint  his  BiBotian  volume  of  Sir 
Dudley  Carleton's  Papers,  for  which  he  had  two  motives.  The  first 
he  inherited  from  his  &ther,  the  desire  of  saving  money ;  for  though 
his  fortune  is  so  much  larger  than  nune,  he  knew  I  would  not  let  out 
my  press  for  hire,  but  should  treat  him  with  the  expense,  as  I  have 
done  for  those  I  have  obliged.  The  second  was,  that  the  rarity  of 
my  editions  makes  them  valuable,  and  though  I  cannot  make  men 
r^  dull  books,  I  can  make  them  purchase  them.  His  Lordship, 
therefore,  has  bad  grace  in  affecting  to  overlook  one,  whom  he  had 
in  vain  courted,  yet  he  again  is  grown  my  enemy,  because  I  would 
not  be  my  own.  For  my  writings,  they  do  not  depend  on  him  or  the 
venal  autiiors  he  patronises  (I  doubt  very  frugally),  but  on  their  own 
merits  or  demerifa.  It  is  from  men  of  sense  they  must  expect  their 
sentence,  not  from  boobies  and  hireling  authors,  whom  I  have  always 
shunned,  with  the  whole  fry  of  minor  wits,  critics,  and  monthly  censors. 

>  The  CoBwsj  P^pera  an  now  (1857),  bj  tlie  gift  of  the  bto  Bl|^i  Hon.  Joha 
WUeon  Croker,  pertly  in  the  Stete  Peper  Oftee,  end  pertly  in  the  Britiah  Mi 
CvnmienAM. 


im.]  TO  THE  BIT.  MR  OOLl.  Ill 

I  haye  not  seen  the  [Gritioal]  Beview  you  mention,  nor  erer 
do  but  when  someiihmg  particiilar  is  pointed  ont  to  me.  Literary 
sqoabbles  I  know  preserve  one's  name,  when  one's  work  will 
not;  bat  I  despise  the  &me  that  depends  on  seoldmg  till  one 
IS  remembered,  and  remembered  by  whomP  The  scayengers  of 
literature  I  Beviewers  are  like  sextons,  who,  in  a  chamel-honse, 
can  tell  you  to  what  John  Thompson  or  to  what  Tom  Matthews  such 
a  skull  or  suoh  belonged :  but  who  wishes  to  know  ?  The  fame  that 
is  only  to  be  foimd  in  such  vaults,  is  like  the  fires  that  bum  unknown 
in  tombs,  and  go  out  as  fast  as  they  are  discovered.  LordHardwicke 
IS  welcome  to  live  among  the  dead  if  he  likes,  and  can  contrive  to 
live  nowhere  else. 

Ohatterton  did  abuse  me  imder  the  title  of  Baron  of  Otranto,'  but 
unluckily  the  picture  is  more  like  Dr.  Milles  and  Chatterton's  own 
devotees,  than  to  me,  who  am  but  a  recreant  antiquary,  and,  as  the 
poor  lad  foimd  by  experience,  did  not  swallow  every  firagment  that 
was  offered  to  me  as  an  antique ;  though  that  is  a  feature  he  has 
bestowed  upon  me. 

I  have  seen,  too,  the  criticism  you  mention  on  the  *  Castle  of 
Otranto,'  in  the  pre&ce  to  the  '  Old  English  Baron.'*  It  is  not  at  all 
oblique,  but,  though  mixed  with  high  compliments,  directly  attacks 
ilie  visionary  part,  which,  says  the  author  or  authoress,  makes  one 
laugh.  I  do  assure  you,  I  have  not  had  the  smallest  inclination  to 
return  that  attack.  It  would  even  be  ungrateful,  for  the  work  is  a 
professed  imitation  of  mine,  only  stripped  of  the  marvellous ;  and  so 
entirely  stripped,  except  in  one  awkward  attempt  at  a  ghost  or  two, 
that  it  is  the  most  insipid  dull  nothing  you  ever  saw.  It  certainly 
does  not  make  one  laugh ;  for  what  makes  one  doze^  seldom  makes 
one  merry. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  have  talked  for  near  three  pages  on  what 
relates  to  myself,  who  should  be  of  no  consequence,  if  people  did  not 
make  me  so,  whether  I  will  or  not.  My  not  replying  to  them,  I 
hope,  is  a  proof  I  do  not  seek  to  make  myself  the  topic  of  conversa- 
tion.  How  very  foolish  are  the  squabbles  of  authors  I  They  buzs 
and  are  troublesome  to-day,  and  then  repose  for  ever  on  some 
shelf  in  a  college  library,  dose  by  their  antagonists,  like  Henry  YI. 
and  Edward  lY.  at  Windsor. 

>  Cbftllcrtoii  eihibitod  a  ridieolow  portnii  of  Walpola,  in  the  '  If  emoire  of  a  Sad 
Dog/  ander  the  eharacter  of  "  the  redoaMed  Baron  Otranto,  who  has  apent  hit 
whole  life  in  eoi^eetarea."— Waieat. 

*  A  romance,  by  Clara  ReoTe.— CwMiieHAii. 
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I  shall  be  in  town  in  a  few  days,  and  will  send  yon  the  heads  of 
PainteiSy  which  I  left  there ;  and  along  with  them  for  yooiBelf  a 
translation  of  a  French  play,'  &at  I  have  just  printed  there.  It  is  not 
for  your  reading,  bnt  as  one  of  the  Strawberry  editions,  and  one  of 
file  rarest ;  for  I  have  printed  but  serenty-fiye  copies.  It  was  to 
oblige  Lady  Orayen,  the  translatress ;  and  will  be  an  aggrayation  of 
my  offence  to  Sir  Dudley's  State  Papers. 

I  hope  this  Elysian  summer,  for  it  has  been  aboye  Indian,  has 
dispersed  all  your  complaints.  Yet  it  does  not  agree  with  fruit ;  the 
peaches  and  nectarines  are  shriyeUed  to  the  size  of  damsons^  and  half 
of  them  drop.  Yet  you  remember  what  portly  bellies  the  peaches 
had  at  Paris,  where  it  is  generally  as  hoi  I  suppose  our  fruit-trees 
are  so  accustomed  to  rain^  that  they  don't  knowhowto  behaye  witii- 
out  it    Adieu  I 


P.S.  I  can  diyert  you  with  a  new  adyenture,  that  has  happened 
to  me  in  the  literary  way.  About  a  month  ago,  I  receiyed  a  letter 
from  a  Mr.  Jonathan  Scott,  at  Shrewsbuiy,  to  tell  me  ha  was  pos- 
sessed of  a  MB.  of  Lord  EDorberf  s  Account  of  the  Court  of  France,' 
whidi  he  designed  to  pubGsh  by  subscription,  and  whinh  he  desired 
me  to  subscribe  to,  and  to  assist  in  thepuUication.  I  replied,  that 
haying  been  obliged  to  the  late  Lord  Powib  and  his  widow,  I  could  not 
meddle  with  any  such  thing,  without  knowing  that  it  had  the  con- 
sent of  the  present  Earl  and  his  mother. 

Another  letter,  commending  my  reserve,  tdd  me  Mr.  Scott  had 
applied  for  it  formeriy,  and  would  again  now.  This  showed  me  they 
did  not  consent.  I  have  just  received  a  third  letter,  owning  the  ap- 
probation is  not  yet  arrived ;  but  to  keep  me  employed  in  the  mean- 
time, the  modest  Mr.  Scott,  whom  I  never  saw,  nor  know  more  of 
than  I  did  of  CBiatterhm,  proposes  to  me  to  get  his  fourth  sou  a 
place  in  the  civil  department  in  India ;  the  fother  not  choosing  it 
should  be  in  the  militaiy,  his  three  elder  sons  being  engaged  in  tiiat 
branch  already.  If  this  fourth  son  bueaks  his  neck,  I  suppose  it  will 
be  laid  to  my  ohaige  I 

^  '  The  SlMp-Walker;'  timaUtad  from  tlie  Fnmdi  of  K.  Pont  de  Yeyle,  bj  Lady 
CimTwi,  alUrwtfdi  ICaigimTiiM  ot  Anipftdi. — Wbioht. 

*  Bj  Lord  Herbert'!  'Aeoonnt  of  the  Ooori  of  Fnuiee/  Mr.  Bcoii  moel  iwobehlj 
referred  to  bii  '  Letten  written  during  hie  reddenee  at  the  Freneb  Court,'  end 
which  were  firtt  pdiUehed  fron  the  orifbiil%  la  the  ediUoa  el  hie  Ufe  which 
appeared  In  1S20.— Wnun. 
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ITM.  te  ilE  HOliOIB  UMS9. 

AfUngUm  SUretif  Aiig»  t^  1T78. 

You  tell  me,  my  dear  Sir,  that  you  depend  so  entirely  on  me  for 
intgUigenoe,  at  least  ftr  the  oonfirmation  of  public  eventSy  that  I 
must  not  let  ye^terday^s  Gasseito  go  mwiij  to-i|ight  without  writing 
yoQ  a  line.  Military  narr^tiyes  are  apt  to  be  a  little  oracular,  and 
ours  of  late  have  wanted  some  additional  obscurity.  You  will  collect 
from  yesterday's^  that  GNneral  Clinton's  army  did  get  (o  New  York, 
{hough  with  some  difficulty,  which,  ministerially,  you  are  to  take  for 
a  victory;  and,  wherever  any  darkness  hangs  over  it,  you  most  dear 
it  i^  on  our  side.  J  divine  that  Washii^fton  was  ill  served,  for  he 
has  brought  two  of  his  Generals  to  a  court-martial;  and  the  exees- 
Bve  heats  seen  to  have  fought  against  both  armies.  This  is  the 
^mntessenee  of  what  I  know  of  the  imtter ;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
ue  Boy4  army  has  gained  an  escape^ — ^I  doubt,  not  much  to  their 
aomfort;  for  they  find  no  plenty  at  New  York,  and  Monsieur 
D^Estaign  Uooks  vf  the  fleet  there :  so,  probably,  accounts  will  not 

Our  fleet  at  home  has  iiot  safled  again.  There  aie  nmiouxs  of 
dissensions  between  Admiral  Eeppel  and  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  and 
even  of  a  dud  between  them ;  which,  however,  I  have  heard  from 
ne  good  aatlK»i(y :  in  short,  I  have  nothing  agreeable  to  tdl  you, 
and  I  do  not  love  to  send  anything  that  is  not  to  the  glory  of  my 
aonntry  'cross  tfie  CSianneL 

The  Qlennan  peace  seems  to  halt.  I  eihould  think  it,  however,  still 
in  agitation,  as  no  considerable  action  has  happened.  The  Duke  of 
Gloucester  has  yet  received  no  answier  from  the  Prussian,  but  expects 
it  tihis  week.  He  is  determined  to  go  if  he  is  acc^ted-— to  every 
peril  indeed,  for  his  strong  is  not  equal  to  ii 

We  have  had  the  most  marvelloias  summer  that  I  ever  remember 
in  all  my  days.  It  is  still  sultry ;  and  I  am  sufiEering,  though  I 
write  between  every  open  door  and  window  in  a  bad^-room  where 
tiie  sun  never  entors.  The  harvest  is  prodigious ;  and  we  might 
have  wine  and  oil,  had  we  qiade  Reparations  for  them. 

The  Duke  of  Ancastw  is  dead,  and  the  Mastership  of  the  Horse 
te  be  disposed  o£'    This  would  have  been  an  object  in  some  sum* 

>  TIm  Duke  of  Korthumberliad  wit  suide  Maiter  of  4h»  Hoow. — OniHnioHAX. 
VOL.  yn.  I 
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men;  but  we  do  iu)t  want  topios  of  otmyenwiioa  at  present  I  need 
to  make  ezeoaes  &r  the  ahoitnesB  of  my  letters  at  fid^  season.  That 
is  not  the  case  at  present  I  haye  given  yon  the  reason  at  flie  top 
of  this  page.'    Adiea! 


1754.    TO  THB  BSY.  WILLIAM  KA80K. 

Aviingkm  Shred,  A^.  25, 1778. 

Yoir  have  put  an  end,  my  dear  Sir,  to  my  thoughts  of  publishing 
my  Narratiye,  &r  you  haye  said  in  four  lines  all  that  I  have  been 
trying  to  say  in  thirty  pages ;  so  my  mUitfe  eloquenee^  which  your 
partiality  honours,  proves  what  I  have  long  suspected  it  was,  only 
easy  verbiage.  In  the  early  part  of  my  life  I  wished  to  have  it 
known  that  I  was  not  a  fool— doctors  differ  on  the  method  and  on 
the  success :  now,  when  I  was  grown  much  more  indifferent  to  &me^ 
you  have  bestowed  on  me  more  than  I  should  ever  have  presumed 
to  asL  I  am  now  like  people  that  have  a  ticket  to  Bichmond  Park, 
whidi  fliey  lend  to  others  when  they  can  go  in  without,  by  being 
known  to  be  in  favour  with  the  proprietor ;  or  like  country  squires 
retomedlbr  two  places,  who  make  their  option  for  the  county,  and 
mign  tibeir  fcmily  borough,  on  which  perhaps  there  is  not  a  tene- 
ment left  standing.  I  choose  my  nic^e  in  your  verses;  and  my 
namesakes  (my  undo,  my  cousin,  and  his  son)  shall  be  welcome  to 
all  the  memory  that  shall  remain  of  writings  imder  the  appellation 
of  H.  W.,  reserving  only  what  is  said  of  individual  me  in  the  life 
of  Ghray,  whose  monument  [in  Westminster  Abbey],  by  the  way,  I 
shall  visit  to-morrow. 

I  must  not  say  more  of  your  poetry,  because  it  is  the  only  poetry 
of  yours  to  which  I  may  be  partial;  but  when  I  have  told  you  how 
exceedingly  I  am  flatteored  by  being  immortalised  in  it,  you  may 
be  sure  I  am  content  with  my  patent  I  must  too  say  no  more, 
because  without  blending  myself  with  you  at  least  indirectly,  I  know 
not  how  to  commend,  and  I  should  be  the  fEdsest  as  well  as  the 
vainest  of  mortals,  if  I  made  the  smallest  comparison  between  us. 
I  hope  you  think  I  know  enough  of  poetry,  not  to  confound  the 
genuine  heir  of  the  right  line  wiih  a  maker  of  prose— for  poet, 
Phoebus  knows  I  am  not,  and  if  I  do  not  waive  every  sort  of  pre* 

^  Vide  end  «l  the  aeoond  pangraph. — Wiuou. 
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teoaon,  it  is  only  that  you  may  not  haye  bestowed  an  eneominm  oh 
a  subject  totally  worthless. 

I  dionld  haye  replied  to  your  last  sooner,  if  I  had  been  sore  that 
you  were  not  set  out  on  your  tour.  I  shall  be  ready  to  set  out  for 
Nuneham  whenerer  I  receive  my  summons. 

It  is  but  this  moment  that  I  am  come  to  town,  and  would  fulfil 
the  duty  of  gratitude,  before  I  inquired  about  the  new  engagement 
in  America.  For  the  Gazette  accoimt^  I  do  not  understand  it,  which 
18  being  a  good  subject^  for,  like  other  such  relations,  it  is  only  meant 
to  confound.  All  I  do  know  is  that  on  Sunday  night  the  undisci- 
plined courtiers  spoke  of  it  in  most  dismal  terms.  If  I  guess  right 
Washington  was  ill  served,  and  thence,  and  by  the  violent  heats, 
oould  not  eflbot  all  his  purpose ;  but  an  army  on  a  march  through  a 
hostile  country,  that  is  twu»  beatm  back,  whidi  is  owned,  whose 
men  drop  down  with  heat,  have  no  hospitals,  and  were  hurrying  to 
a  place  of  security,  must  have  lost  more  than  380  men.  In  &ct 
tiiey  were  hurrying  whence  they  could  not  stay  into  the  last 
trap.  They  will  be  starved  into  surrender  or  desperation  at  New 
T(nk;  and  IVEstaign  is  blocking  up  our  port  and  fleet,  and  a 
swingeing  lie  will  the  Gazette  have  to  tell,  if  both  army  and  fleet 
are  taken. 

Tbe  papers  say  that  Keppel  and  Palliser  have  fought  a  duel;  I  do 
not  know  how  truly.  The  reason  given  in  the  papers  is  not  the  true, 
if  another  that  has  been  whispered  is ;  namely  that  Palliser  did  not 
obey  Eeppel's  signal,  though  the  former  at  first  behaved  bravely ; 
and  is  not  suspected  of  want  of  8piiit»  but  of  Mindenian  finesse, 
and  that  by  seoet  order  of  the  Trident-bearer.  Eeppel  was  much 
insulted  at  Plymouth,  by  the  same  direction  as  supposed ;  and  that 
provocation  may  have  brought  out  what  was  at  first  suppressed. 
However,  I  a£Bnn  nothing  of  all  this,  though  I  have  heard  enough 
by  di£EBrent  ^^^ftTinftl^  to  incline  me  to  believe  there  is  an  appearance 
of  foundation  in  the  groimdwork ;  though  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
ceive that  revenge  could  have  blinded  an  old  politician  so  far,  as  to 
have  made  him  lose  all  sight  of  the  advantage  that  would  have 
aocmed  even  to  himself  fix>m  a  victory. 

In  short,  disgraces  and  misfortunes  thicken  so  &st,  that  I  believe 
tliere  will  be  no  time  to  unravel  half,  while  there  is  an  opportunity, 
8iq[ipo8ing  there  were  one.  History  wiU  be  forced  to  poke  and  patch 
oixt  scraps,  and  when  the  whole  is  a  heap  of  rains,  some  David 
Hume  will  be  to  compose  a  system  of  wise  and  virtuous  motives, 
which  always  tend  to  produce  folly^  and  crimes,  and  then  the 
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indwticm  irOl  be,  liiat  nobody  dioidd  to  Adieal 

Adieu  I 

P«SL  You  moy  imagixie  I  Ain  isqpaiieBt  ibr  ihe  ^^ 


SPISTLl 

iqRoii  tta  &BV.  wnxtAx  waon 

MB  UOMOUllABIiS  fiOtUCB  ^KLPtLBf 

to  hnaiiL  impostare,  to  detect  a  KjiKft, 
Wlio  dw  might  slink  leemre  into  his  gttte. 
ibiMyaNBBftgo^liyWsipolel  luidttsiMrtl^ 
While  jet  xemain'd  a  gletm  of  PohUospirii 

When  Doiit;las  plndc'd  the  misk  from  Lendei^s  fikoe, 
Doa|^  mM  thon^t  to  do  a  deed  of  gnes^ 
When  a  like  tondi  of  his  I  thnriel's  speir 
Bad  Arohj  Bower  in  ftill-blown  fraad  appear. 
And  from  a  martyr,  change  into  a  dieai^ 
Foil  sore  the  Doctor  did  a  dooghty  fmJL 
Sgreghras  8cot  I  who  hot^  in  Tmth's  deflmoe^ . 
Beat  up  his  nameaake^s  Stews  for  eyidenoe^ 
And,  though  eaoh  Rogne  was  of  his  Mother  Katioo, 
DjedainNi  4e  gite  thelrldee^a  XM^wMsafUni 
Xgrejgions  Soot  i  If  Fame  mj  Terse  can  gLre^ 
Long  as  ^lii  T«Me  <sit  levt)  ihy  Kaine  shall  itfiw 

Bo*  iitsee  in  changed  e'te  Doi«las' self  anil  dwi^ 
Since  Scottish  King^crsli  leassnmed  the  throne. 
Kow  Bower  and  Lsndei^  wis^  they  both  ali?t», 
WUh  Wit  woiM  llgve^  Msd  l^^  Parts  woald  thilfis^ 
DUbtedPairl  whom  that  hitnd  Midwife  Xtee 
Dmgg'd  into  Urth  some  ysars  before  their  prime ; 
And  iwtUeas  Death  drov^  to  the  realms  of  night 
Soaie  years  Mbre  om^  gldions  Flflj^^li^t* 
Bbe,  worthr  Bair  I  erown'd  with  a  Govt'e  attention* 
M!a^heMOirslBelf  had  got  bnt  half  yo«r  pension^ 
And  itm  lflliit>if^  by  hunger^  tigent  eaU^ 
Oveated  eiery  monUi  a  new  Fin^ 

Ah  bom  then*  Horace  1  thy  ill-timed  Defence,* 
TfiHi,  dreat  In  all  lliy  natire  eloquence, 
Wtil  noM^  avail.    Thou  standi  (as  I  am  told} 
Indicted  for  a  dime,  ftiU  ten  years  old, 
"  For  that,  not  having  Yore  thy  ^es  the  foar, 

*  Of  Grab  Stnetk  thy  piend  heart  dWain'd  to  hatt 
"  A  Stranger  Boy,  who  aent  tiiee  a  rich  itose 

^  Of  Saxon,  Korman,  and  heraldic  lore; 

*  With  mattlea  Bime,  osygnd  by  thilk  ttaltte  Bkylls^ 
"  Aseherikende'  the  herte  of  gode  Destte  Mylle; 

*  that  is,  Walpole%  dsteceof  himeelf  reapeetii^  Ohattertaa.^*€mmcMU& 

*  Cherisonde,  pleased  or  contorted.   Ohatterton  made  the  aonn  Cheriaann^  and  I 
1  eqnil  anthori^  have  made  Ihe  ferht— Miaon. 
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«» Kaj  taniM  Ite,  M  tkb  vkkad  imri^  te  gttMb 
^  Wiihonl  Ui  pHtanM  or  of  ptiioe  or  pnlM| 
''  BeoHUM  (I  Unak  tho  reaaon  to  rapoa*) 
"  Only,  becaoM  yon  tboight  tlio  b^  a  ehati'^- 
« I  think  ao  tlilL"— fhK  Blr>  M  dodaii 
TiaplaadinggoUty;  iiiinpodeayowTiial} 
Diaown  tha  genMsal  Ckaifa,  and  lot  va  Mag 
TIm  eonndl  of  our  Bonaign  Lord  tha  King^ 
Iran  Sa wn^a  aal(^  in  Ua  now  allkan  gowB 
To  prora  tha  fitet^  aa  Plalntiif  fiur  tha  OrowB. 

Tba  Atiomflj-OonaraTa  apaach  In  oar  fifs^ 

*  It  hnrta  ma  (QantleoMi  upon  tha  JnryX 

It  hnrta  my  flnar  Ibaling^  I  aaaura  ya, 

To  try  tha  attangth  of  my  Ibranalo  arta 

Agalnat  a  Kan  of  tha  dafandantli  pMtat 

Who,  had  ha  IWad  Im  tha  thlid  Biflhaid'a  nign, 

Had  baan  Load  fliaward,  ar  Laid  Chamhariafai^ 

I  any  iihvta  ma  mneh,  that  anah  n  maa 

Should  draw  hia  Una  on  iUa  aantaaatad  |1mi| 

So  fUidy  daUoita ;  to  ofternka  | 

To  doom  paalfe  fcfgaty  n  Yiaa, 

To  tUa  aH  Poala  plaad  praaoiptkm  whoUyy 

I  won*!  ezoapt  Old  Oaaian,  ar  Old  Bowlay  s 

Whether  they  Uv«d»  it  immalaiial  qnita^ 

A  want  of  BfUm  '  iMia  no  ebim  of  lUghi. 

Kot  to  diaafim<nal4^  ia  mi|^«y  odd, 

Tween  Thomaa  Chatterton  ud  Doolor  Badd. 

Pope  laid  'tia  tma,  whan  Pope  poaaaaa'd  that  nama^ 

He*  ibonght  a  lie  in  teraa  and  praae  tha  aama. 

Bat  will  hia  friand  Loid  Kanafield  find  H  Uw  I 

In  Pope*a  BepaHa  'tia  not  the  aingle  flaw* 

Them  are  who  do  no*  hy  hia  oode  aUda 

Which  reada,  that '  Homy  *  ia  hia  Oouitiy'a  Prida." 

Lawren  than  are^  and  on  that  aide  am  I» 

Wh^  ground  it  on  hia  prlvilaga  to  Ua» 

YetpUll  demvTi  whether  and&  power  aztaad^ 

To  Teat  for  lili  Ua  kMii^i  in  hia  friMuL 

But  waiving  tUa  aa  ana  of  Fapa'a  oU  flawa^ 

I  enter  on  &e  marita  of  tha  aanaa. 

^  A  Tenth  ia  dead.    JTab  da  a%  ar  not. 
By  P—  or  Poiaan  mattan  aoi  a  Jot 


■•^ 


Wedderinim. — CmnnvaBAii; 

*  Allnding  to  hia  '  Hiatorio  Donhta  reapecUxig  Bichar4  HI.'  Oampare  note  in 
wot  L  p.  11;  and  add :— "  If  yoi|  don't  oome  to  town  aeon,  I  will  gira  yon  warnings 
I  will  be  a  Lord  of  the  Bedohamber,  or  a  Gentleman  Uaher.^-H^o/Do^  to  Montagu^ 
7  January,  1760.  "  The  Ariatocracy  of  Koble  Anihora  to  whom  |  am  Gentlomip 
Uahar." — Waipole  io  Ma^on,  2S  May,  1760. — OmrvnroHAK. 

*  The  Attomey'a  aaaertion  aeema  to  militate  a  little  agidnat  eommoQ  aenae;  it  ia 
nerertheieH  good  law.  It  may  be  argued  "that  a  man  who  waa  nerer  allTo,  waa 
incapable  of  eommitting  a  foigeiy,"  but  the  <}iieation  here  if  not  of  competency  bat 
of  lij^t.  A  married  man  may  be  incompetent  to  beget  ehildrexL  bnt  the  right  io 
beget  them  legally  ia  atill  in  Mm.  The  caae  is  exactly  paralle!,  both  righta  being 
dormant. — Miaov. 

*  See  Pope'a  Bpiakle  to  Dr.  AiimthEne*^  t.  889.— Kjiaov. 

*  Where  Mnnay,  long  enone^  hia  Covntry^a  Prid^ 
Shall  be  no  more  than  Tnlly  or  than  Hyde. 

Pope,  Bpiatia  %  t.  68.— Miaos. 
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A  Tovik  is  detd,  who  migki  kave  been  attie. 
Had  the  DeCendent  found  him  menne  to  thii?e ; 
Lodg'd  him  at  Stnwbeny  Hiil,  in  deoeni  droM^ 
And  made  liim  the  Coneeior  oi  hie  ¥nm, 
Whj  did  lie  not  t— Hie  reaeon  I  repeat. 
Only  becaoae  he  thong^t  the  jovth  a  ehesL 

«*  BidicnleMl— If  PleM  so  Teiy  weak 
Be  held  admissible;  let  Camden  take 
The  Steerage  of  the  State ;  for  North  and  I 
Will  yield  the  ofllee  mighty  nadily. 
Wholl  fit  yonr  fleets  to  gire  the  JTraneh  a  beatiitg^ 
'  If  yon  prohibit  them  the  right  of  cheating  1 
Or  one  sound  loaf  for  all  Cozheath  procarel 
III  answer  for  my  Coontryman — ^Dot  Midr.^ 
Tonr  camps  most  starre,  yonr  NaTy  be  undone — 
Xzpedients  fidl  ye ;  and  Contxaetois  shnn. 
Where  will  yon  find,  I  pray,  so  greal  a  nofiea^ 
Will  serfe  without  hb  peninisHes  of  oOeel 
Who  without  plate,  and  -— »^— >  pounds  a  daj, 
WiD  beg  your  pardon  from  Aaerieal 
That  man  most  be  a  Biamin,  or  a  Derris^ 
Who  win  not  sip  the  sweets  of  seerst  Serrlea. 

**  His  Orsee  of  Bichmond  plagued  us  all  last  year 
With  calculations ;  making  it  Mypear, 
In  q>ite  of  all  the  triiiing  sums  we  granted. 
How  much  our  Army  and  our  KaTy  wanted. 
He  nUsi*d  the  mark,  e'en  grant  his  wanning  tiie ; 
I  have  a  grteter  want  than  these  in  Tiew. 
Poor  if  we  be  in  land  and  water  lighten^ 
We're  poorar  still  in  Ministerial  writenL 
Broad-tongned  Shebbeare  like  erery  other  dog 
Has  had  his  day.— Johnson  is  grown  a  log. 
Home  and  Maepherson  now  their  weanba'  are  Ihll, 
Grow  reiy  indolent  and  Teiy  dulL 
To  own  the  truth,  we  Soote  haTe  found  a  way 
To  get  for  all  we  publish  double  pay — 
And  write  at  eoee  for  Oadell,  and  Sir  Gnqr. 
For  this  sage  end,  we  ne'er  eondense  our  Senses 
But  spread  a'er  Quartoa  our  thin  Sloqnenoe; 
Booming  in  pamphlet  channels  to  eoidlna 
The  Torrent  of  our  &MBgy  dMne. 
While  Ene^  Beaders  hate  a  bulky  book, 
And  leaTO  the  Lake,  to  tipple  at  the  Brook. 
But  he  the  youth  whoee  loss  we  now  deplore 
Which  loss  we  lie  at  the  defendant's  door, 
Was  Bristow  bom,  yet  'tis  by  all  agreed 
He'd  parts  might  figure  e'en  b^ond  the  Tweed.' 

To  be  oontinned'  but  I  know  not  when,  for  I  am  at  present  mueh  interrapted,  and 

*  A  man  who  after  gaining  50  per  eenk  by  his  oontraet  for  rum,  now  fhmidiee  all 
fhe  camps  with  bread. — Masoh. 

*  A  SootUih  name  for  bellies. — Misos. 

'  Mason  wrote  about  twenty  lines  more,  of  which  the  following  forms  the  part 
immediately  succeeding  the  last  printed  couplet 

"  Who  thence  transkted  by  the  royal  nod. 
Might  change  in  Pharaoh's  Court  Uke  Aaron's  rod» 
Curl  round  the  closet,  lift  ite  raby  erest^ 
.  A  sly,  sleek  serpent,  swallowing  all  the  rest 


1 


m&]  TO  THB  BIY.  MB.  MASON.  lit 

am  beddM  preparing  for  my  Jouimj,  If  tlie  penoo '  who  brings  UiU  alKwld  duuiet 
to  meet  wi^  yoa  at  home,  he  will  tell  yoa  all  I  know  of  myself^  and  of  my  motioni^ 
nor  ia  he  ignorant  of  the  eontenta^  for  I  know  he  may  be  trnited.  I  would  not  wiih 
yon  to  write  here  to  me  again;  bat  in  about  a  fortnight  from  this  time,  I  hope  to 
be  at  a  Pbce  where  I  woold  mndi  rather  meet  yon  than  your  Letter,  though  I  should 
like  to  meet  both,  or  your  Letter  a  day  before  you. 

Te  Courtiy  Heroes  who  so  boldly  Tofee 
To  cut  America's  oollectiTe  throat 
And  hope  to  tear  her  limb  from  limb  isundsr 
With  Johnson's^  Eden's^  and  Lord  Cailiale's  thndsr 
Your  threats  are  Tain,  your  Teiy  looks  ars  fiba. 
Cowards  I  ye  quake  at  eraeken  and  at  squibs^ 
Trembling  lest  efvy  stone  the  rabble  dsrts 
Should  break  the  easement  of  your  guilty  hearti, 

I  haTO  put  your  thought  into  careless  Terse ;  if  you  think  it  wiU  do^  I  Isafo  you  to 
do  what  you  please  with  it^  for  I  have  not  ^  moment's  time^  tho  ears  of  my  poor 
child '  BUUda '  engrosses  all  my  attention. 


1755.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAM  MA80K. 

I  HAYB  seen  Gray's  numnmeai  The  abedlately  neoesBary 
poflLtioii  18  Yery  disadvaDtageous  to  it»  and  preyents  any  graoe 
in  the  outline ;  his  nose  is  a  litde  too  aqniline,  but  both  his  head 
and  the  Mose's  are  well  exeoated ;  *  her  body  is  a  little  flat»  and  her 
legs,  from  Hie  same  want  of  place,  too  small  and  crowded ;  your 
epitaph  and  friendship  are  the  most  shining  ingredients. 

When  I  mention  your  friendship  for  him,  I  recollect  that  I  was 
too  much  intoxicated  in  my  last  witiii  your  partiality  to  me.  I  mean 
that  I  did  not  receiye  it  with  hnmility  enough ;  but  in  the  satis* 
fiM>ti0n  of  being  recorded  by  you  forgot  how  little  I  desenre  it.  As 
there  has  been  so  much  of  Uameable  in  my  life,  I  am  consdons  that 
I  ought  to  desire  to  be  spoken  of  by  my  enemies,  and  not  by  my 
friends,  that  the  tmth  may  be  told,  not  palliated.  To  ask  that, 
wonld  be  an  artfiil  way  of  aYoiding  it.  I  haye  been  told,  that  what 
I  begged  you  to  say  of  my  being  the  first  to  blame  in  my  dLfferences 

Oh  J  let  me,  raTish'd  with  a  thought  so  new, 

Gire  better  fimcy  a  prophetle  riew, 

A  glimpse  of  what  the  stripling  might  have  been. 

If  not  frost-nipt  Ij  the  defendant's  spleea 

Yes,  let  me  place  in  ftill  meridian  lights 

YisioDs  that  bunt  npon  my  second  sight, 

That  second  sight  which  many  a  Soot  possesses, 

Hearen's  gift— as  rambling  Johnson  half  eonfesses,"  Sm. 

Mnioas^ 

^  Baynes,  the  fHend  of  Bitaon.— OnranoBAH. 

'  It  is  Iqr  Um  shier  Bacon.— Cuviuohaii. 
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witti  Gray,  pemiaded  some  fhat  the  teteub  nw  trae.'  I  am  mm 
that  was  not  my  intention ;  and  1  would  say  it  still  more  strongly^ 
if  it  wonid  not  look  affected.  I  have  a  buOrror  lor  any  praise  that 
one  does  not  deserve  t  humility  ii^  neitt  td  rain-glcjtrjr,  if  it  is  pttt  0% 
and  lias  no  merit  but  in  ayoiding  impudence.  Simplicity  is  the 
medium  to  be  sought,  and  siltooe  about  one's  self  the  Surest  way  of 
being  simple.  A  comer  in  your  writings  which  you  have  allotted 
to  me,  I  am  not  lowly  etiough  to  ^aiva ;  but  I  have  regard  enough 
for  you  to  desire  thdt  you  shotdd  tiever  say  any  ihin^  of  me  that  you 
may  be  ashamed  of.  Bemember,  your  writings  wul  be  standards, 
and  remember  too  that  Pope'd  bUndness  to  Bolingbroke  took  off  the 
edge  of  half  his  l^tites.  I  cihall  not  dttSet  you  to  hutt  your  6lm 
fame  in  compliment  to  me ;  early  and  late  have  1  despised  Oicero^s 
oma  me.  Has  one  better  claim  to  praise  one  has  not  earned,  than 
to  money  one  has  stolen  ?  And  to  beg  one's  friend  to  Ue  for  one  I 
No,  my  dear  Sir,  there  are  a  few  honest  good  men  that  deserve  such 
yerses  as  yours :  t  should  think  I  robbed  tliem,  while  they  want 
your  praise. 

28  Aug.  I  had  written  thus&r^  when  I  receiyed  your  second  part  * 
by  Mr.  Alderson.  Yoti  desire  me  not  to  write,  but  to  bring  you  my 
answer,  and  odd  as  the  request  is,  I  shall  obey  it,  for  two  reasons ; 
the  first  is,  that  the  impressicm  of  your  seal  is  so  sharp,  that  I  am 
(xmyinced  all  or  mort  of  those  you  send  by  the  port  haye  beeil 
opened ;  tiie  second  is,  that  your  modesty  would  not  penait  me  ta 
tell  you  to  your  &ce  how  much  I  am  charmed  with  yoUr  po^ry. 
You  haye  an  origihal  talent  for  this  siyle,  Uiat  without  resembling 
eitiber,  is  much  more  like  Horace's  than  Pt^'s  was ;  and  instead  of 
piddling  with  petty  dunces,  you  gibbet  greater  dunces  and  much 
greater  rogues.  Nay,  you  do  idiat  History  cannot ;  for  you  reoord 
their  yillanios,  and  if  History's  majestio  gravity  oould  oontriye  to 
register  them,  yet  nobody  would  read  what  ought  to  be  enrolled  only 
by  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate;  but  when  you  make  your  readers 
laugh  at  our  state  culprits,  they  will  remembeir  them. 

'  They  qaarrelled,  and  parted ;  and  Mr.  Walpole  ia  now  conUnt  to  hare  it  told 
that  it  waa  by  his  fault.  If  we  look,  howerer.  without  pr^ndioe  on  the  worid,  we 
ahall  find  that  men,  whose  consdousneaa  of  their  own  merit  seta  them  aboTe  the 
compliances  of  seirility.  ate  apt  enough  in  their  association  with  iuperiora  to  watch 
their  own  dignity  with  troublesome  4nd  punctilious  Jealousy,  ind  in  the  fenrour  of 
independence  to  exact  th&t  attention  which  they  refused  to  pay.  Part  they  did, 
whatoTer  was  the  quarrel ;  and  the  rdst  of  their  traTcls  was  doubueks  more  unpleasant 
to  them  both.  Qmy  tontinuted  his  journey  in  a  manner  suitatia  to  his  own  littls 
foitnne,  #ith  only  an  occasional  servant. — Johnson  {L\fe  qf  Oray), — CuxxmoHAii. 

'  That  is,  of  his  EpisUe,  in  Terse,  Vb  Walpole.— Cumuiobaii. 


There  are  two  odd  renoontehi  in  your  ieoond  part  that  I  mnrt 
mentioiL  You  hare  iniroduoed  the  Doke  of  Biahmondy  who  ia  one  ot 
the  Tutaotis  few  that  is  worthy  of  aooh  a  pen  as  yoon  (and  was  in 
my  eye  in  the  forgoing  page),  and  yon  have  faronght  in  Pope»  and 
Lord  Mansfield,  which  I  hare  done  too  in  my  Narratiye,  as  yon  will 
see,  though  for  a  different  qnotation ;  but,  in  short,  yon  haye  made 
myNarratiYe  useless;  you  have  antioipated  it  by  inspiration,  and 
Apollo  has  made  you  a  prophet  as  well  as  a  poeb  I  that  knew  aU 
the  oiieamstanoes,  have  told  tediously  what  you,  by  magio  I  think, 
have  set  in  a  ten  tiln0B  dearer  light  and  eompendiously.  And  as  I 
owed  to  you  and  Ghray  the  confirmation  of  my  doubts  at  first,^  you 
haye  told  all  that  is  necessary  of  my  story  for  me,  and  made  it  enter- 
taining.  Remember  fliis  is  not  to  flatter  you,  and  draw  more 
panegyric  firom  you.  You  hare  justified  me  in  as  innocent  a  trans- 
action as  any  of  my  life,  and  I  am  more  than  satisfied,  and  the  best 
way  of  thanking  yott  is  to  be  jealous  of  your  honour,  and  to  turn  it 
on  more  meritorious  objects.  I  do  not  deserve  praise:  to  justify 
the  innocent  is  worthy  of  yon.  If  I  Was  not  irreproachable  on  the 
article  of  Chatterton,  I  assure  you  I  would  tdl  you  so,  for  instead  of 
being  pleased  with  your  defence,  it  would  aggrayate  my  contrition^ 
and  therefore  I  beg  you  will  neyer  put  me  to  shame.  My  parts  are 
moderate,  and  I  trouble  my  head  little  about  them ;  but  I  would  giye 
a  pound  of  them,  if  I  haye  so  much,  for  an  ounce  more  of  yirtoes. 

The  crisis  of  this  country  will  soon  put  all  men  to  the  test ; 
brand  the  guilty  and  reward  the  good  {  and  since  the  fountain  of 
honour  is  now  the  channel  of  corruption,  wrench  the  chalice  ftom 
his  hand  and  dispense  the  waters  to  the  desenring*  The  moment  is 
coming  I  tiiltik  when  the  constitution  may  be  restored,  though  not 
the  empire.  If  they  who  call  themselyes  pakiotB»  flinch  from  their 
duty,  they  will  deserve  your  lash,  still  more  than  the  present  crew. 
I  have  no  great  hopes,  ttiough  the  moment  is  so  propitious  (as  it  is 
a  repetition  of  precedent  lessons)  for  showing  that  the  folly  of 
tyranny  leads  directly  to  the  destruction  of  darling  prerogative.  I 
have  sometimes  thought,  so  servile  has  been  the  copy,  that  Lord 
Mansfield  has  drawn  out  the  steps  of  James  II.,  and  recommended 

^  "  I  eomnnmicilted  Ihe  poeiBB  to  Mr.  Gnj  and  Ur.  MiMiik  wlio  si  onoe  prowmiced 
them  foifperies,  Mid  declared  there  was  no  lymptom  in  them  of  their  being  the 
production  of  near  so  distant  an  age ;  the  language  and  metres  being  totally  unlike 
anything  ancient ;  fct  thotigli  I,  no  doubt  to  them,  aaeribed  the«i  to  the  tbne  of 
Bichard  1.,  BIr.  Ortiy  nor  Mr.  Mason  saw  anything  in  the  poems  that  was  not  rooi« 
leesnt  than  even  the  rrign  of  Henry  VIII." —  Wafpole^  Letter  to  Uie  ^Editor  of  the 
'MSscsUaniea  ef  ChsttettotL'-^fforlsf.yDt  it.  p.  2t2.*-^Jua)iuro&iii. 
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ihem  one  by  one,  in  ordfir  to  ruin  the  House  of  Hanover  by  the 
same  manoeayree  that  payed  their  way  to  the  Grown.  Or  he  was  a 
wofiil  or  a  most  presomptaons  politidan,  to  flatter  himself  he  could 
suooeed  where  Jefferies  and  Jesuits  fedled.  In  short,  he  and  the 
Scotch  have  no  way  of  redeeming  the  credit  of  their  nnderstandingg, 
but  by  avowing  that  they  have  been  conaommate  villains.  Stacamo 
bene  ;  per  etar  megliOf  eUmmo  qii^ 


17M.    TO  THB  BXY.  WILLI  AX  OOIX 

^9^1,1778. 

I HAVB  now  seen  the  *  Gridcal  Review/  with  Lord  Hardwioke's 
note,  in  which  I  perceive  the  sensibility  of  your  friendship  for  me, 
dear  Sir,  but  no  rodeness  on  his  part  Oontemptoons  it  was  to 
reprint  Jane  Shore's  letter  without  any  notice  of  my  having  given 
it  before :  the  apology,  too,  is  not  made  to  me— but  I  am  not  affected 
by  such  incivilities,  that  imply  more  ill-will  than  boldness.  As  I 
expected  more  from  your  representation,  I  believe  I  expressed  myself 
with  mcMre  warmth  than  the  occasion  deserved ;  and,  as  I  love  to  be 
just,  I  will,  now  I  am  perfectly  cool,  be  so  to  Lord  Hardwicke.  ELia 
dislike  of  me  was  meritorious  in  him,  as  I  conclude  it  was  founded 
on  my  animosity  to  hie  fether,  as  mine  had  been,  from  attachment 
to  my  otMi,  who  was  basely  betrayed  by  the  late  EaiL  The  present 
has  given  me  formerly  many  peevish  marks  of  enmity;  and  I 
suspect,  I  don't  know  if  justly,  that  he  was  the  mover  of  the  cabal 
in  the  Antiquarian  Socoety  against  me;  but  all  their  misunder- 
standings were  of  a  size  that  made  me  smile  rather  than  provoked 
me.  The  Earl,  as  I  told  you,  has  since  been  rather  wearisome  in 
applications  to  me ;  whidi  I  received  very  civilly,  but  encouraged 
no  farther.  When  he  wanted  me  to  be  his  printer,  I  own  I  was  not 
good  Christian  enough,  not  to  be  pleased  with  refusing,  and  yet  in 
as  well-bred  excuses  as  I  could  form,  pleading,  what  was  true  at  the 
time,  as  you  know,  that  I  had  laid  down  my  press — ^but  so  much  for 
this  idle  story.  I  shall  think  no  more  of  it,  but  adhere  to  my  specific 
sjrstem. 

The  Antiquarians  wOl  be  as  ridiculous  as  they  used  to  be; 
and,  since  it  is  impossible  to  infdse  taste  into  them,  they  will  be  as 
dry  and  dull  as  their  predecessors.  One  may  revive  what  perished, 
but  it  will  perish  again,  if  more  life  is  not  breathed  into  it  ihan  it 
enjoyed  originally.    Facts,  dates,  and  zuunes  will  never  please  the 


1178.]  fO  TSa  RIY.  MB.  €N>IiE  12t 

BMiltiiiide^  unleflB  there  is  some  stjrle  and  maimer  to  Teoammend 
them,  and  miless  some  noveltjr  is  struck  out  from  their  appearanoe. 
The  best  merit  of  the  Sooiefy  lies  in  their  prints ;  for  their  YolumeSy 
no  mortal  will  ever  touch  them  hot  an  antiquary.  Their  Saxon  and 
Danish  disooveries  are  not  worth  more  than  monuments  of  the 
Hottentofs ;  and  £»  Soman  remains  in  Britaini  they  are  upon  a  foot 
with  what  ideas  we  should  get  of  Inigo  Jones^  if  somebody  was  to 
publish  TiewB  of  huts  and  houses,  that  our  officers  run  up  at  Senegal 
and  Ooree.  Bishop  Lyttelton  used  to  torment  me  with  barrows  and 
Boman  oamps,  and  I  would  as  soon  haye  attended  to  the  turf  graves 
in  our  chuitdiyards.  I  have  no  curiosity  to  know  how  awkward  and 
clumsy  men  have  been  in  the  dawn  of  arts,  or  in  their  decay. 

I  exempt  you  entirely  from  my  general  censure  on  antiquaries^ 
both  for  your  singular  modesty  in  publishing  nothing  yourself,  and 
for  ooUecting  stone  and  bricks  for  others  to  build  with.  I  wish  your 
materials  may  ever  foil  into  good  hands — ^perhaps  they  will  I  our  em« 
pile  is  foiling  to  pieces  I  we  are  relapsing  to  a  little  island.  In  that 
state,  men  are  apt  to  inquire  how  great  their  ancestors  have  been;  and, 
when  a  kingdom  is  past  doing  anything,  the  few  that  are  studious 
look  into  the  memorials  of  past  time ;  nations,  like  private  persons, 
seek  lustre  from  their  pn^enitors,  when  they  have  none  in  them« 
selves,  and  the  forther  they  are  from  the  dignity  of  their  source. 
When  half  its  colleges  are  tumbled  down,  the  ancient  University  of 
Oambridge  will  revive  from  your  Collections,'  and  you  will  be  quoted 
as  a  living  witness  that  saw  its  splendour. 

Since  I  began  this  letter,  I  have  had  another  curious  adventure. 
I  was  in  the  Hiolbein  Chamber;  when  a  chariot  stopped  at  my  door. 

>  Mr.  Cote,  on  hU  death  in  1785^  left  bii  Ttlnable  CoIleeUoo^  in  alMNit  s  hundred 
▼olnmei»  in  folio,  fidriy  written  in  hit  own  hand,  to  the  Britiflh  Mvieiun,  to  be 
locked  up  for  twenty  jesn.  His  Diuy,  u  will  be  seen  bj  a  tpedmen  or  two,  is 
truly  Indicrons :— **  Jan.  26, 1766.  Foggy.  My  beauUfnl  parrot  died  ai  ten  at  night, 
without  knowing  the  cause  of  his  illness,  he  being  rezy  well  hwt  ni^i — Feb.  1.  Fine 
day,  and  cold.  Will  Wood  carried  three  or  four  loads  of  dung  into  the  day-pit  dose. 
Baptiaed  William,  the  son  of  William  Orsoe,  blacksmith,  whom  I  married  about  six 
months  before. — March  8.  I  baptiaed  Sarah,  the  bastard  daughter  of  the  Widow 
Smallwood,  of  Eton,  aged  near  fifty,  whose  husband  died  about  a  year  aga-— March  6. 
Tory  fine  weather.  My  man  was  blooded.  I  sent  a  loin  of  pork  and  a  spare-rib  to 
Mr.  Cartwrighi,  in  London. — 27.  I  sent  my  two  French  wigs  to  my  London  barber 
to  alter  them,  they  being  made  so  miserably  I  eould  not  wear  them.— June  17.  I 
went  to  our  new  Ardideaeon's  risitation  at  Newport-PagneL  I  took  young  H.  Trarel 
with  me  on  my  dun  horse,  in  order  that  he  might  hear  the  organ,  he  being  a  great 
ptalm-singer.  The  most  numerous  appearanoe  of  clergy  that  I  remember :  forty-four 
dined  with  the  Archdeacon;  and,  what  is  eztraordinaiy,  not  one  smoked  tobaooou 
My  new  coach-horse  ungain. — ^Aug.  16.  Cool  day.  Tom  reaped  for  Joe  HoldoiiL  I 
cadgeUed  Jem  for  stsyix^  so  long  on  an  errand^"  &&— Waioax. 


A  letter  was  brooght  np— and  wbo  dMuld  be  beknr  lmi-*-Dr.  Sjppia» 
The  letter  was  to  aimoimee  himedf  and  Ids  business^  flattered  me  (m 
my  writinge,  desired  my  aanatanoey  and  paitieidaily  my  diiediom 
and  aid  for  bia  writing  the  life  of  my  &ther.  I  desired  be  would 
walk  up,  and  reoeiTed  bim  TeiyciTillyy  taking  not  tbe  Bmallestnotioa 
of  wbat  you  bad  told  me  of  bia  flirts  at  me  in  tbe  new  ^Biographia.' 
I  told  bim,  if  I  bad  been  applied  (o,  I  oonid  bave  painted  out  many 
errors  in  tbe  old  edition,  bnt  as  they  were  ebiefly  in  the  printingi 
I  supposed  ibey  would  be  oorreoted.  WiKb  regard  to  my  h&ea^B 
life,  I  said,  it  might  be  partiality,  but  I  bad  such  oonfidenoe  m  my 
briber's  yirtues,  that  I  was  satisfied  tbe  more  bis  life  was  flramined, 
the  clearer  fiiey  would  appear ;  that  I  also  thought  that  the  life  of 
any  man  written  under  tiie  direction  of  bis  femily,  did  nobody 
honour ;  and  that,  as  I  Was  persuaded  my  fether's  would  stand  the 
test,  I  wished  thatnone  of  bis  rdations  should  interfere  in  it;  {bat 
I  did  not  doubt  but  tbe  Docbxr  would  speak  impartially,  and  thai 
was  all  I  desired.  He  replied,  that  be  did  suppose  I  thought  in  that 
manner,  and  that  all  be  nikei  was  to  be  assisted  in  fects  and  dates. 
I  said,  if  be  would  please  to  write  fiie  life  firsts  and  then  communi* 
cate  it  to  me,  I  would  point  out  any  errors  in  feds  that  I  should 
perceive.  He  seemed  mightily  well  satisfied— and  so  we  parted*-* 
but  is  it  not  odd,  that  people  are  continually  attacking  me,  and  tiien 
come  to  me  for  assistance  P—- but  when  men  write  for  profit^  they  are 
not  Tory  delicate. 

I  have  resumed  Mr.  Baker's  life,  and  pretty  well  arranged  my 
plan ;  but  I  shall  bave  little  time  to  make  any  progress  till  October, 
as  I  am  going  soon  to  make  some  Tisits.    Yours  even 
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I SHOTTLD  not  for  one  moment  bare  ddayed  thanking  your  Loid* 
ship  for  the  honour  of  your  very  kind  iuvitation  if  I  had  not  been 
absent^  and  did  not  receiye  it  till  last  nig^t,  when  I  returned  firom 
Park-place  after  the  post  was  gone.  I  bad  gone  thither  to  keep 
If  r.  Oonway  and  Lady  Aylesbury  company  on  the  death  of  liord 
William  Oampbell,  and  was  frightened  home  by  an  attack  of  the 
gout  in  my  knecb  which  prevents  me,  my  dear  Lord,  from  daring  to 
name  a  day  for  baying  the  great  pleasure  of  waiting  on  your  Lord* 
ship  and  Lady  Haroourt    I  do  hope  to  execute  my  wish  on  Monday 


ma]  9D  fai  sail  ot  muaown.  w 

tad,  hr  iheuiotioii  of  the  chaise  haeianared  the  pain  into  my  &o^ 
and  when  it  flatten  about  I  haye  aeUom  fennd  it  to  end  in  a  fit; 
yet  Texatioiie  as  it  ironld  be  to  Ioob  my  yieit  to  Nnnaham,  it  would 
mortify  me  still  more  to  tronUe  your  Lordshq>  with  my  decreptodei 
and  therefore  be  assured  I  will  not  Tentuie  if  I  am  not  quite  well, 
and  as  ffereiUean  as  ever.  My  best  finends  shall  not  be  troubled 
with  my  moans,  nor  my  enemies  neither^  though  the  last  sooner ; 
and  yet  I  abhor  Lady  Maiy  W<»tleyy  who  said,  **  People  wish  their 
enemies  dead-4)at  I  do  not ;  I  say  give  them  the  gout,  giye  them 
the  afame  I ''  indeed  I  would  mot  give  them  «  bodily  pang — a  little 
twibdi  in  flieir  mind%  that  would  make  them  £ael  for  othess,  would 
be  rather  whdesome* 

I  must  not  omit  my  compliments  on  Oolonel  Haroourf  s  marriage,' 
and  yet  it  is  not  with  perfect  cordiality.  It  is  not  thence  I  wish  for 
a  Jjcai  NunehauL  Pray  forgive  me;  in  frieudship  I  am  a  Tory, 
and  love  the  rig^t  line,  thou^  I  desire  HiB  house  of  Harcourt  may 
reach  to  the  end  of  the  wiMrld,  as  it  has  reached  firom  the  beginning. 

I  beg  your  Lordship's  prayers  for  those  that  are  to  travel  by  isnd 
or  water,  or  rather  that  they  may  travel,  and  pray  do  it  as  sincerely 
and  fervently  as  he  does  for  whom  your  pmyecs  are  danred. 

Your  Lordship's 

Moat  fiulhM  and  obedient 
Humble  servant, 

Hob.  Walfols. 


Your  Lordship  authorises  me  and  therefore  I  presume  to 
add  the  following  wordi  to  an  Israelite  indeed: — 


TO  MB.  MASOir. 


Tide  in  my  writing-box  a  long  letter  that  will  clear  me  fixmi  your 
accusation ;  and  tiie  reasons  why  I  choose  to  bring  it  myself  more- 
over I  have  waited  time  out  of  mind  for  Mr.  Alderson.  I  pressed 
him  to  come  and  see  my  houses  and  fattpired  myself  that  would  be  a 
temptation^  but  he  is  n  Prieet^ 

And  Stnwbeny  mmt  yield  to  SioA  HitL 

As  to  wanting  the  conclusion,  I  do  ardently,  especially  if  it  is  ad 

'  The  Hon.  Colonel  Heroonrt^  only  brother  to  the  Beil  of  Haroonrt^  married  Slit 
Sept  1778,  Mn.  Lodchert»  widow  of  Thomee  Lockhnrt,  of  OrAighouae,  in  Scotland : 
•ad  ekleet  daogliter  of  the  Ben  WiUiam  Dsnby,  D.  IX— OvsinioHAJf. 
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infimtam.  Do  you  flunk  I  oan  have  enough  of  yon,  of  yon  isrime  f 
do  yon  imagine  Ihare  no  self-lore  ?  am  I  so  aooustomod  to  flattery 
as  to  be  surfeited  with  itP  am  I  to  be  praised  in  eyery  Magazine 
like  Garriok  and  Dr.  Johnson ;  and  if  not  satiated  with  pan^yrics,  do' 
I  write  them  on  myself,  like  the  former?  do  I  not  know  that  a  line 
of  yonrs  will  preserve  me  like  a  fly  in  amberP  what  do  you  think 
is  come  to  meP  In  short,  in  self-ddiance  I  mnst  tell  yon  why  I  did 
not  send  away  my  letter.  I  have  done  such  justice  on  myself  in  it, 
on  your  account,  that  my  modesty  would  not  hold  out ;  uid  though 
I  shall  be  rigorously  just  enough  to  trust  you  with  my  confession, 
I  could  not  bring  myself  to  stand  in  a  sheet  before  the  clerks  of  the 
Post  Office,  and  I  am  too  idle  to  write  a  letter  over  again— so  much 
for  thai 

I  sit  feeling  and  handling  and  probing  myself  from  hand  to  foot 
and  putting  myself  to  pain,  in  trying  if  the  gout  is  gone.  I  am  just 
Uke  Harlequin,  when  he  was  tickling  himself  to  death.  If  it  does 
not  come  before  Monday,  I  shall  think  myself  safe.  I  was  rejoiced 
to  be  got  home ;  but  when  I  came  up  into  the  Blue  Boom,  and 
found  Lord  Haroourf  s  letter,  I  was  out  of  my  wits ;  yet  I  do  not 
despair,  as  the  journey  has  shifted  the  seat  of  the  pain,  which 
I  always  reckon  a  good  symptom.  I  have  begged  the  prayers  ot 
Lord  Harcourt  and  his  congregation,  but  I  will  have  none  of  yours: 
they  are  not  worth  a  straw.  Should  we  be  in  such  a  dismal 
sitnation,  if  you  could  have  prayed  us  out  of  itP  The  "RugliaTi 
dergy  have  prayed  for  popery  and  slavery,  and  drawn  down  miseries 
on  us,  that  will  not  be  suspended  for  your  deprecations,  because  folly 
and  iniquity  are  punished  by  their  natural  consequences. 

My  commission  to  you  shall  be  to  lay  my  homage  at  Miss 
Fauquier's  feet,  which  will  make  it  more  agreeable.  I  shall  be 
yery  happy  or  very  miserable  on  Monday  on  all  your  accounts,  as 
no  party  could  be  assembled  more  to  the  liking  of  my  heart,  but  I 
must  not  trespass  too  much  in  a  Postscript,  for  which  I  again  beg 
Lord  Harcourf  s  pardon.  You  will  oblige  me,  dear  Sir,  if  you  will 
drop  in  conyersation  thai  Lady  Qraven  has  lately  allowed  me  to 
print  at  my  presB  her  translation  of  tlie  Somnambule;  and  pray 
obserye  if  no  one  in  the  company  seems  to  feel  a  wupftm  oiTesmoTae. 
1  shall  not  tell  you  why,  but  I  have  my  reasons. 


m&i  TO  an  HORAOi  make.  m 


irsa.  TO  sot  horaob  icank. 

JSftrawbeny  Hill,  8epL  17, 1778. 

TouB  last  18  of  August  22nd,  and  mine  of  fhe  25fli.  Since  then 
I  oonld  have  told  you  of  nothing  but  expectations ;  nor  are  they 
realised  yet  Admbral  Eeppel  has  been  hunting  for  the  Brest  fleet, 
which  has  either  gone  soufliward,  or  is  dodging  in  and  out  of  their 
ports :  at  least  he  had  not  found  it  But  if  the  god  of  sea-fights 
does  not  smile,  the  god  of  merchantmen  has  wrought  miracles :  all 
our  fleets  are  come  in  from  Portugal,  the  West  Indies,  and  every 
other  mart :  he  has  been  as  cunning  as  if  he  were  the  demon  of 
smugglers. 

Letters  are  arrived  too  from  New  YorL  D'Estaign  had  quitted 
that  blockade,  and  was  thought  to  be  sailed  to  attack  Bhode  Island. 
Lord  Howe  has  gone  after  him  with  an  inferior  force,  but,  as  tl^ 
say,  hoping  to  be  joined  by  six  of  Byron's  squadron ;  which  six  are 
come  to  light  again,  and  were  not  fiar  ofll  Of  that  Admiral  not  a 
word.    This  is  the  quintessence  of  all  I  know. 

In  my  fEonily  we  are  very  happy  that  the  King  of  Prussia  has 
sent  the  Duke  a  most  handsome  excuse,  being  afraid  of  exposing  a 
constitution  so  delicate  as  his  Boyal  Highncfls's  to  the  &tigues  of  a 
latter  campaign ;  so  fhai  anxiety  is  at  an  end  I  Prince  Henry's 
success  has  not  availed  much.  Having  devoured  the  country,  the 
Prussians  have  been  forced  to  step  back.  The  people  that  have 
been  devoured  count  lor  nothing. 

Your  Duchess  of  Kingston  is  a  paltry  mountebank  It  is  too 
ridiculous  to  have  airs  after  conviction.  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt,  I  hear,  is 
arrived.  Her  nei^ew,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  I  believe,  you  will  see  ere 
long.  A  weakness  is  frdlen  on  his  knees,  and  made  him  a  cripple. 
He  is,  I  think,  set  out  for  Italy,  like  ..tineas,  with  his  Creusa,  her 
&ther  of  eig^ty-seyen,  and  two  sucking  babes.*  Let  me  give  you  a 
caution :  he  and  I  have  never  been  on  more  than  civil  terms  since 
Mr.  Grenville's  reign.'  He  now  swears  by  the  ghost  of  his  unde 
Ohatham,  whom  in  those  days  he  detested. 

I  saw  Mr.  Mad^enzie  last  week,  who  spoke  of  you  with  the 

'  Mr.  Thomas  ViiX,  In  1788  created  Lord  Camelford,  married,  In  1771,  tbe  daughter 
and  eo-heir  of  Pinkney  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  of  Bnmham  in  N<Nrf61k ;  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Thomas  his  snceessor,  who  was  killed  in  a  duel  In  1804,  and  one  <laiighter, 
who,  in  1792,  was  married  to  William,  Lord  GrenTille.— Wmqrt. 

*  They  qnarrelled  about  Mr.  Conway.    See  toI.  ir.  p.  189.— Cubmivgham. 
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heartiest  kindnen ;  and  so  does  Lady  Bettjr/  Lady  Chesterfield  is 
dead,  at  aboye  fooneore*  She  W8S  not.^fpji  when  she  came  over 
with  George  I. 

What  can  I  tell  you  more  P  My  politios,  beyond  facts,  would  be 
but  the  oonjeotores  of  a  priTate  dreamer*  Yet  I  am  ashamed  to 
send  such  a  sippet  of  a  letter ;  especially  when  you  are  impatient  fi)r 
mine,  and  redbon  on  and  depend  iq^n  them.  But  you  would  not 
trust  to  them,  if  I  were  not  cautions  not  to  send  you  anything  but 
truths ;  no  easy  task,  if  I  were  not  biiefl  Ten  thousand  lies  are 
propagated  every  week,  not  only  by  both  sides,  but  by  stock-jobbers; 
for  {hose  g»Te  folks,  monied  citizens,  contribute  exceedingly  to 
embroil  and  oonfbond  History,  which  was  not  very  authentic  before 
they  were  spawned.  Newspapers,  that  ought  to  £Etcilitate  inteUi- 
gence,  are  ihe  Tehides  of  lies,  and  blunders,  and  scandal ;  and  Truth, 
whieh  formerly  could  trudge  ten  miles  on  foot,  cannot  now  get  along 
the  road  for  iha  ciovds  of  eounterfiaitA.  An  historian,  who  shall 
consntt  the  Oasatiaa  cf  ihe  ibnee^  wiU  write  8i  fobdovs  A  loiMii^ 
Oaiganfaa. 

You  wiU  wish  to  know  aomethmg  of  Spain's  int^tiona.  I  am 
sore  I  cannot  satisfy  yoo.  fiha  has  a  fleets  and  Ae  arms;  but  her 
Ambassador*  is  here-^  to  blind  us,  his  pwpoae  is  not  quite 
answered*  for  many  Imve  no  foith  in  hiuL  On  the  other  hand* 
tiiough  at  war  with  France,  neither  coaniry  takes  notice  of  it  The 
English  pass  through  Odais  as  qaietly  js  jnst  after  a  peace. 

The  Spanidi  Ambassador,  whose  siae  nudkies  him  look  as  if  he 
represented  the  King  of  Lilliput,  dxreriB  the  town  with  his  gal- 
lantries, which  are  not  at  all  in  the  style  of  the  novels  of  his 
country,  nor  consist  m  mere  serenadeflL  He  made  a  yisit  lately 
to  a  house  af  ill  odours  and,  thoni^  they  say  his  wtfo  is  jeabii^  he 
left  his  two  footman  at  tiie  door  wiih  flamheanx.  His  fsaeroiity,  too, 
was  netof  a  piece  widi  liie  masters  cf  Pern.  Ha  gave  the  nymph 
kit  faalf^a-guinea,  and  a  ahilHng  to  the  maid*  As  a  pigmy  does  not 
pay  with  his  person,  the  dawwrfs  vmie  much  noise  against  the 
receipt  of  silver  pennies,  which  might  be  in  proportion  to  his  stature, 
but  not  to  his  character.  To  atifle  their  damouss,  he  declared  he 
was  the  Venetian  Besident ;  and  now  be  has  a  ^pianal  en  his  haads 
with  that  Minister  for  ihe  double  scandaL 

*  LadjIHabstliCtiiipbeU,  ihixd  daughter  of  Jnhm  Ih&s  of  Aisyfl. — WAumau 

*  Ooaiil  Ahnodofir.--lfAftPOLa 
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1759.   TO  THE  REV.  WIUiUX  COLB. 

Bkwtbmrg  HiU,  StpL  1%  in& 

I  HAVB  mn  dmmgh  the  new  artides  in  the  ^  Biographia,'  and 
think  ihem  perfonned  but  by  a  heayy  hand.  Some  persons  have  not 
trusted  the  oharaGters  of  their  anoestors,  as  I  did  my  father's,  to  their 
own  merits.  On  the  oontrary,  I  have  met  with  one  whose  ccnruption 
is  attempted  to  be  palliated  by  imputing  its  punishment  to  the 
revenge  of  my  £ather — ^whidi,  by  the  way,  is  confessing  the  guilt  of 
the  oonyiot.  This  was  the  late  Lord  Barrington/  who,  I  betieYe, 
was  a  very  dirty  fellow;  for,  besides  being  expelled  the  House  of 
Oommons  on  the  affidr  of  the  Ebrburgh  lottery,  he  was  reckoned  to 
have  twice  sold  the  Dissenters  to  (he  Oourt ;  but  in  short,  what 
credit  can  a  'Biographia  Britannioa,'  which  ought  to  be  a  standard 
work,  deserve,  when  Hie  edit(Nr  is  a  mercenary  writer,  who  runs 
about  to  relations  for  directions,  and  adopts  any  tale  they  deliver  to 
UmP  This  very  instance  is  a  proof  that  it  is  not  a  jot  more 
creditable  than  a  Peerage.  The  authority  is  said  to  be  a  nephew 
of  Judge  Foster  (consequentiy,  I  suppose,  a  firiend  of  Judge  Barring- 
ton),  and  he  pretends  to  have  found  a  scrap  of  paper,  nobody  knows 
on  what  occasion  written,  that  seems  to  be  connected  with  nothing, 
and  is  caBed  a  palliatire,  if  not  an  excuse  of  Lord  Barrington's 
crime.  A  man  is  expelled  firom  Parliament  for  a  scandalous  job, 
and  it  is  caHed  a  sufficient  excuse  to  say  the  Minister  was  his  enemy; 
and  this  nearly  forty  years  after  the  death  of  both  I  and  without  any 
impeachment  of  llie  justice  of  the  sentence :  instead  of  which  we  are 
tdd  that  Lord  Barrington  was  nupected  of  having  o£Eended  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  who  took  that  opportunity  of  being  revenged. 
Supposing  he  did — ^which  at  most  you  see  is  a  suspicion  grounded  on 
a  suspicion — it  would  at  least  imply,  that  he  had  found  a  good 
opportunity. — ^A  most  admirable  acquittal  I  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was 
expelled  for  having  indorsed  a  note  that  was  not  for  his  own  benefit, 
mat  ever  supposed  to  be,  and  it  was  the  act  of  a  whole  outrageous 

*  John  Shato,  tot  Ykaoimi  BtoriagUm  la  lbs  pMiige  of  Ireli&d,  expelled  the 
Howe  of  Comiiioiis,  In  Febmaiy  1728,  for  liaTiiig  pzomoted,  ebelted,  end  oenied  on 
tiMt  fcaadttkttt  nndertelriag,  the  Haibamh  Letteiy.  Thia  lottery  took  itenime  from 
the  piece  where  it  wae  to  be  dnwn,  the  town  eiid  port  of  Harlmigh,  on  the  rirer 
"SXbi,  where  the  prqieetor  was  to  aettle  s  trade  for  the  woollen  nuuiafiietiire  between 
"gagjiukd  sod  Genaanj.  He  died  in  17S4,  leeTing  five  aona,  who  had  the  rare  fortune 
ef  eaeh  rialog  to  hl^  atat&oaa  in  the  ohnroh,  the  aUte,  the  law,  the  army,  and  the 
■STy.— W^ieni. 

YOk   TIL  K 


130  HOKi€»  WALPOLBTB  LKTMBS.  pnc 

party ;  yet»  abandoned  as  ParUamentB  sometimes  are,  a  Mmisteir 
would  not  find  lliem  very  complaisant  in  gratifying  his  private 
revenge  against  a  member  without  some  notorious  crime.  Not  a 
syllable  is  said  of  any  defence  the  culprit  made ;  and,  had  my  fieither 
been  guilty  of  such  violence  and  injustice,  it  is  totally  incredible  fliat 
he,  whose  minutest  acts  and  his  most  innocent  w^re  so  rigorously 
scrutinised,  tortured,  and  blackened,  should  never  have  heard  that 
act  of  power  complained  at  The  present  Lord  Barrington,  who 
opposed  him,  saw  his  fall,  and  the  secret  committee  appointed  to 
canvass  his  life,  when  a  retrospect  of  twenty  years  was  desired  and 
only  ten  allowed,  would  certainly  have  pleaded  for  the  longer  term, 
had  he  had  anything  to  say  in  behalf  of  lus&ther's  sentence.  Would 
so  warm  a  patriot  then,  though  so  obedient  a  courtier  now,  have 
suppressed  the  charge  to  this  hourP  This  Lord  Barrington,  when 
I  was  going  to  publish  the  second  edition  of  my  'Noble  Authors,' 
begged  it  as  a  fetvour  of  me  to  suppress  all  mention  of  his  fetther — 
a  strong  presumption  that  he  was  ashamed  of  him.  I  am  well 
repaid  I  but  I  am  certainly  now  at  liberty  to  record  that  good  man. 
I  shall — and  shall  take  notice  of  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
his  sons  have  whitewashed  their  patriarch  I 

I  recollect  a  saying  of  the  present  peer  [Lord  Barrington]  that 
will  divert  you  when  contrasted  with  forty  years  of  servility,  which 
even  in  this  age  makes  him  a  proverb.  It  was  in  his  days  of  virtue. 
He  said,  '^  If  I  should  ever  be  so  unhappy  as  to  have  a  place  that 
would  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  have  a  fine  coat  on  a  birth-day, 
I  would  pin  a  bank-bill  on  my  sleeve."  He  had  a  place  in  less  than 
two  years,  I  think — and  has  had  almost  every  place  that  every 
Administration  could  bestow.'  Such  were  the  patriots  that  opposed 
that  excellent  man,  my  fiftther ;  allowed  by  all  parties  to  have  been 
as  incapable  of  revenge  as  ever  minister  was — but  whose  experience 
of  mankind  drew  fix>m  him  that  memorable  saying,  **  that  very  few 
men  ought  to  be  prime  ministers,  for  it  is  not  fit  many  should  know 
how  bad  men  are ; "— Kme  can  see  a  littie  of  it  without  being  a  prime 
minister.  If  one  shuns  mankind  and  flies  to  books,  one  meets  with 
their  meanness  and  fidsehood  there,  too  I  one  has  reason  to  say, 
there  is  but  one  good,  that  is  Gk)d.    Adieu  I    Yours  ever. 

1  Among  the  MitdieU  MSS.  ii  a  letter  from  Lord  Btfrington,  In  wUeii  be  nji, 
^  No  man  knows  what  ii  good  for  him :  my  invarieble  role,  therefore,  is  to  ask 
nothing,  to  refiiie  nothing ;  to  let  others  place  me,  and  to  do  my  best  whersTor  I  am 
placed.  The  same  strange  fortune  whidi  made  me  secretaiy  of  war  fire  years  ago, 
has  made  me  chanoeUor  of  the  exchequer ;  it  may  perhaps  at  last  make  me  pope.  I 
think  I  am  equally  fit  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  church  as  the  eichequer." — Weiob*. 
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1700.    TO  THX  KARL  OF  HABCOUUT.^ 

&rowbenry  HiU,  £hmda^  evening,  Sqd.  27, 1778. 

I  GAiTNOT  let  {he  first  evening  of  my  xetum  home  pass,  my  dear 
Lord,  without  telling  you  how  happy  I  was,  and  am,  with  the  four 
days  I  enjoyed  at  Nuneham.  The  sensation  was  more  than  pleasure, 
for  the  re^eotion  is  as  dear  as  the  reality.  To  ezperienoe  so  much 
goodness  and  Mendship  fixmi  those  one  most  esteemi^  contents  eyery 
feeling,  and  flatters  every  vanity,  nay,  would  foroe  vanity  upon  one, 
were  one  ever  so  humble.  Pray  allow  my  gratitude  to  say  thus 
much :  shall  impudent  adulation  give  what  doses  it  will,  shall  power 
swallow  them  and  be  ready  for  more,  and  shall  not  I  thank  your 
Lordship  for  honouring  me  with  the  select  distinetion  of  your  friend- 
ship, because  you  have  no  post  to  bestow,  and  I  ambition  none  P  It 
would  be  hard  indeed  if  sincere  professions  were  to  be  abolished, 
because  felsehood  chooses  to  profess.  When  I  go  to  seats  of  power, 
or  when  your  Lordship  shall  blush  to  receive  my  homage — from  the 
conscience  of  not  deserving  it,  why  then  I  shall  have  no  call  to 
offer  it,  for  tiiere  will  be  no  room  for  me  at  Nuneham. 

Were  I  to  folfil  all  the  duties  I  contracted  this  last  week,  I  should 
write  to  Lady  Haroonrt  too,  but  she  is  too  bashfiil  to  hear  what  I 
would  say,  and  I  know  will  receive  it  with  more  pleasure  from  your 
Lordshq>, 

Hflr  hnibuid  ilie  Bektor  she  prefen 
B«fore  aa  AogaL 

Li  one  word,  though  not  the  most  beautifol  of  Lady  Haicourf  s 
compositions,  not  one  pleased  me  so  much  as  her  lines  on  your 
liordship's  birthday.  They  contain  such  a  picture  of  virtue  and 
felicity,  that  they  deserve  a  Spectator  by  Mr.  Addison ;  not  that  he 
could  do  justice  to  them,  but  having  the  talent  of  preaching,  and  of  yet 
being  feshionaUe,  the  verses,  with  his  commentary,  would  have  been 
an  immortal  memorial  of  an  union  that  deserves  to  be  an  immortal 
model  lliese  above  all  I  beg  to  print,  that  I  in  my  generation  may 
do  some  good.  The  poem  occasioned  by  the  censures  on  the  Duchess 
of  Kingston  is  of  liigher  dass,  and  another  lecture  of  morality  and 
good-nature  united.  I  know  they  will  lose  in  the  impression — ^I 
mean  as  I  heard  them,  for  after  lidy  Harcourt  had  conquered  her 
timidity  and  <M^^<^Mft  modesty,  I  never  heard  any  lady  read  so  well 
In  short,  my  Lord,  you  will  not  deserve  such  a  wife,  if  once  in  your 

'  Kow  Silt  pubUshad. — OvmsoBAii. 
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life  you  do  not  command.    No  man  has  a  right  to  many  a  Muse 

and  engross  her.    You  must  order  her  to  appoint  me  her  Printer, 

nor  will  I  be  Harconrt  Parsuiyant  if  I  am  not  their  Typographer 

too,  but  I  have  not  said  a  word  of  my  gratitade  to  Lady  Haioonrt; 

yesy  I  hope  all  this  page  has  breathed  it    To  suppress  avast  deal  is 

the  best  proof  of  the  rest 

I  cannot  qnit  such  a  society  without  begging  a  thotuand  compli- 

ments  to  Miss  Fauquier,  who  merits  such  friends,  and  who  does  as 

much  honour  to  their  choice  as  they  do  to  her.    But  in  trafli,  I  am 

come  back  in  such  raptures,  that  I  doubt  whether  I  am  not  rather 

drunk  witii  self-loye,  than  an  enthusiast  to  tiie  virtues  and  good 

sense  resident  at  Nuneham.    Well  I  we  shall  see.    When  you  are 

all  three  giren  up  for  fools,  Ac.,  Ac.,  Ac.,  I  ^irill  allow  ^t  I  was 

an  old  idiot  to  be  so  blind.    Till  then,  allow  me  to  be  passionately 

(a  fig  for  h^h  regard  and  perfect  esteem)  youlr  Lordship's  and  Lady 

Harcourf  s,  ay,  and  Miss  Fauquier's 

Mostdenrotedt 

Hob.  Walpolb. 

Mem.  The  letter  to  myself  when  I  shall  be  fifiiy  is  not  finished. 
Till  that  is  perfect^  Lady  Hareourt  will  not  be. 

mi.    1*0  THB  BABL  OF  ORFOIO).* 
Mr  Diim  Lobd,  Strawberrp  HiU^  OcL  B,  1778. 

Yous  Lordship  is  very  good  in  thankii^  me  for  what  I  could  not 
daim  any  thanks,  as  in  complying  with  your  request,  and  assisting 
you  to  settle  your  a£Eairs,  according  to  my  Father's  Will,  was  not 
only  my  duty,  but  to  promote  your  service  and  benefit,  to  re-establish 
the  afiairs  of  my  fiftmily,  and  to  conform  myself  to  the  views  of  the 
excellent  man,  the  glory  of  human  nature,  who  made  us  all  what  we 

^  Wrinta  kk  SBlMrw  to  IhtMlowiiig  UAtar, from  Ui  atpboir.    Koir ini pdblidMd. 

to  ffn  BOW.  BOWMi  UPllIOUL 

8n»  RrimoOL,  (kk  1, 1778. 

I  wmira  ono  lino  to  think  yon  for  yonr  roody  ooneorronco  in  tlio  moorares  I  am  now 
pnnnlog  to  lettlo  tho  oflbin  of  tho  fkmlly,  and  to  latifiy  Sfr  Robert  WalpoM 
oredltora ;  and  beg  lecre  to  trouble  yon  to  make  my  oompltnente^  and  to  rttuA  mf 
thanka  also  to  Sir  Sdward. 

If  yoa  have  a  mind  to  reTiait  yoor  Penatee  again,  and  to  see  the  alterations  I  am 
making  in  both  fronts  fl  iriU  not  eall  them  improrements),  1  shall  be  extremely  glad 
to  hare  year  eompany  at  Hoagfaton,  on  Monday  fnrtnight,  the  10th  of  October,  whera 
I  purpose  staying  a  weeL 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  regard. 

Tour  most  obedient  and  hnmUe  aanrant, 
-— OnrvniaHAii.  Oaioaa. 


inH]  TO  VBS  lABL  OF  OittO|U>.  m 

taOf  has  been  constantly  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  my  whole 
life.  If  my  labours  and  wishes  have  been  crowned  with  small 
sucoesSi  it  has  been  owing  to  my  own  inability  in  the  first  place,  and 
next  to  tenderness,  and  to  the  dirt  and  rogaery  of  wretches  below 
my  notice.  For  your  Lordship,  I  may  presume  to  say,  I  haye 
spared  no  thought,  industry,  solicitude,  ap^cation,  or  even  health, 
when  I  had  the  care  of  your  affiedrs.  What  I  did,  and  could  hare 
done,  and  should  haye  done,  if  you  had  not  thought  fit  to  prefer  a 
most  conceited  and  worthless  fellow,  I  can  demonstrate  by  reams 
of  paper,  thai  may,  one  day  or  other,  prove  what  I  say ;  and  which, 
if  I  have  not  yet  done,  it  proceeds  from  the  same  tenderness  that  I 
have  oyer  had  for  your  Lordship's  tranquillity  and  repose.  Tq 
acquiesce  afterwards  in  the  arrangement  you  haye  proposed  to  me,  is 
small  merit  indeed.  My  honour  is  much  dearer  to  me  than  fortune, 
and  to  contribute  to  your  Lordship's  enjoying  your  fortune  with  credit 
and  satis&ction,  is  a  point  I  woidd  haye  puit^ased  with  far  greater 
compliances ;  for,  my  Lord,  as  I  flatter  myself  that  I  am  not  thought 
an  interested  man,  so  all  who  know  me  know,  that  to  see  the  lustre 
of  my  family  restored  to  the  consideration  to  which  it  was  raised  by 
Sir  Bobert  Walpole,  shining  in  you,  and  transmitted  to  his  and 
your  descendants,  was  the  only  ambition  that  oyer  actuated  me.  No 
personal  advantage  entered  into  those  views ;  and  if  I  say  thus  much 
of  myself  with  truth,  I  owe  still  greater  justice  to  my  brother,  who 
has  many  more  virtues  than  I  can  pretend  to,  and  is  as  incapable  of 
forming  any  mean  and  selfish  wishes  as  any  man  upon  earth.  We 
are  both  old  men  now,  and  without  sons  to  inspire  us  with  future 
visions.  We  wish  to  leave  your  Lordship  in  as  happy  and  respectable 
situation  as  you  were  bom  to,  and  we  have  both  given  you  all  the 
proof  in  our  power,  by  acquiescing  in  your  proposal  immediately. 

For  me,  my  Lord,  I  should  with  jJeasure  accept  the  honour  of 
waiting  on  you  at  Houghton  at  the  time  you  mention,  if  my 
lameness  and  threats  of  the  gout  did  not  forbid  my  taking  so  long  a 
journey  at  this  time  of  the  year.  At  sixty-one,  it  would  not  become 
me  to  talk  of  another  year :  perhaps  I  may  never  go  to  Houghton 
again,  till  I  go  thither  for  ever ;  but  without  affectation  of  philosophy, 
even  the  path  to  that  journey  will  be  sweetened  to  me,  if  I  leave 
Houghton  the  fiourishing  monument  of  one  of  the  best  Ministers 
that  ever  blest  this  once  flourishing  country. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord, 

Yours  most  affectionately. 

Hob.  Walpoijl 


134  HORAOB  WALPOLVB  URRBa  ^na 


1765L    TO  Snt  HORACE  XAHK. 

BkrofiAeny  Hm,  OtL  %  1778. 

As  yoa  are  so  earnest  for  news,  I  am  conoemed  when  I  have  not 
a  paragraph  to  send  you.  It  looks  as  if  distance  augmented  your 
apprehensions ;  for,  I  assure  you,  at  home  we  have  lost  almost  all 
curiosity.  Though  the  two  fleets  have  been  so  long  at  sea,  and 
though,  before  their  last  wrtie,  one  heard  nothing  but  What  neum  of 
the  fleets?  of  late  there  has  been  scarcely  any  inquiry ;  and  so  the 
FrcKuch  one  is  returned  to  Brest,  and  ours  is  coming  home.'  Admiral 
Eeppel  is  very  unlucky  in  haying  missed  them,  for  they  hod  not 
above  twenty-fiye  ships.  Letters  from  Paris  say  that  their  camps, 
too,  are  to  break  up  at  the  end  of  this  month :  but  we  do  not  intend 
to  be  the  dupes  of  ihsXflneeee^  if  it  is  one,  but  shall  remain  on  our 
guard.  One  must  hope  that  winter  will  produce  some  negotiation ; 
and  that,  peace.  Indeed,  as  war  is  not  declared,  I  conclude  there  is 
always  some  treating  on  the  anvil ;  and,  should  it  end  well,  at  least 
this  age  will  have  made  a  step  towards  humanity,  in  omitting  the 
ceremonial  of  proclamation,  which  seems  to  make  it  easier  to  cease 
being  at  war.  But  I  am  rather  making  out  a  proxy  for  a  letter  than 
sending  you  news.  But,  you  see,  even  armies  of  hundred  thousands 
in  Germany  can  execute  as  little  as  we ;  and  you  must  remember 
what  the  Orand  Gond^,  or  the  great  Prince  of  Orange, — ^I  forget 
which, — said,  that  unmarried  girls  imagine  husbands  are  always  on 
duty,  unmilitary  men  that  soldiers  are  always  fighting.  One  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough's  Generals  dining  with  the  Lord  Mayor,  an 
Alderman  who  sat  next  to  him  said,  **  Sir,  yours  must  be  a  very 
laborious  profession.'^ — **  No,''  replied  the  Gkoieral,  **  we  fight  about 
four  hours  in  the  morning,  and  two  or  three  after  dinner,  and  then 
we  have  all  the  rest  of  the  day  to  ourselves." 

The  King  has  been  visithig  camps, — and  so  has  Sir  William 
Howe,  who,  one  should  think,  had  had  enough  of  them ;  and  who, 
one  should  think  too,  had  not  achieved  such  exploits  as  should  make 
him  fond  of  parading  himself  about,  or  expect  many  hosannahs.  To 
have  taken  one  town,  and  retreated  from  two,  is  not  very  glorious  in 
military  arithmetic ;  and  to  have  marched  twice  to  Washington, 

^  After  a  fraitleu  leareh  of  two  monthg  for  the  enemy,  Adminl  Keppel  zttwned 
with  hii  fleet  on  the  26th  of  October  to  Portmonth.— Wuoax. 
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and  retomed  without  attacking  him,  is  no  addition  to  the  son 
total 

Did  I  tell  you  that  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt  is  returned,  and  acts  great 
grief  for  her  brother  P  I  suppose  she  was  the  dupe  of  the  £Etfoe  acted 
by  the  two  Houses  and  the  Oourt,  and  had  not  heard  that  none  of 
them  carried  on  the  pantomime  even  to  his  buriaL  Her  nephew ' 
gave  a  litde  into  that  mummery  even  to  me ;  forgetting  how  much 
I  must  remember  of  his  aversion  to  his  uncle.  Lord  Ohatham  was 
a  meteor,  and  a  glorious  one;  people  discoYcred  that  he  was  not  a 
genuine  luminary,  and  yet  everybody  in  mimickry  has  been  an  ignU 
/(Umu  about  him.  Why  not  allow  his  magnificent  enterprises  and 
good  forhme,  and  confess  his  defects;  instead  of  being  bombast  in 
his  praises,  and  atthe  same  time  discover  that  the  amplification  is 
insincereP  A  Minister  who  inspires  great  actions  must  be  a  great 
Minister ;  and  Lord  Chatham  wfll  always  appear  so, — ^by  comparison 
with  his  predecessors  and  successors.  He  retrieved  our  affidrs  when 
rained  by  a  mostincapable  Administration ;  and  we  are  fisdlen  into  a 
worse  state  since  he  was  removed.  Therefore,  I  doubt,  posterity  will 
allow  more  to  his  merit,  than  it  is  the  present  &shion  to  accord  to  it. 
Our  historians  have  of  late  been  fond  of  decrying  Queen  Elizabeth, 
in  order  if  possible  to  raise  the  Stuarts :  but  great  actions  surmount 
foibles;  azid  folly  and  guilt  would  always  remain  folly  and  guilt, 
though  there  had  never  been  a  great  man  or  woman  in  the  world. 
Our  modem  tragedies,  hundreds  of  them  do  not  contain  a  good  line; 
nor  are  they  a  jot  the  better,  because  Shakspeare,  who  was  superior 
to  all  mankind,  wrote  some  whole  plays  that  are  as  bad  as  any  of 
our  present  writers. 

I  shall  be  very  g^ad  to  see  your  nephew,  and  talk  of  you  with 
him ;  which  will  be  more  satisfootory  than  questioznng  accidental 
travellerB. 


iTte.    TO  THB  BABL  OF  HABCOUBT.  < 

Arlington  Bind,  Od.  9, 1778. 


Though  I  received  so  very  kind  a  letter  from  your  Lordship 
this  momiDg,  I  should  have  been  too  modest  to  answer  it,  if  Lady 
Laura  had  not  told  me  last  night  of  Lady  Harcourf  s  obliging 
commands  to  her  to  make  me  escort  her.    I  should  gladly  obey  that 

>  Mi;  Tbomis  Pitt— Walpoul         *  Now  fint  pnbUihed.— Cvmnva&Aii. 


lae  HORAcn  wALPOLn  littbsi  rirrt. 

and  your  Lordship's  friendly  hint,  were  it  in  my  power;  but  I  am 
oome  to  town  this  morning  on  disagreeable  business  with  my  brother, 
which  will  cost  me  some  hundreds  of  pounds,  a  derk  in  our  joint 
office  haying  chosen  to  dispose  of  some  money  enkusted  to  him  k  la 
Macearom;  and  it  will  tax  my  time  for  some  days,  as  well  as  my 
purse.  But  you  shall  hear  no  more  of  it,  for  I  do  not  take  the 
loss  of  money  enough  to  heart  to  draw  on  my  friends  for  their  pity. 
If  I  could  wait  on  you  at  Nuneham,  you  would  not  find  I  haye 
much  occasion  for  consolation. 

You  do  not  think,  I  trust,  my  dear  Lord,  that  I  took  the  op- 
portunity of  your  asking  for  my  fourth  volume,  to  thrust  another 
old  thing  upon  you.  Lady  Harcourt  ordered  me  to  send  her  the 
Tragedy,  and  I  suppose  I  forgot  to  say  so.  AU  I  have  to  say  of  the 
play  is,  that  Mr.  Mason  could  write  a  much  better,  if  he  would. 
I  can  prove  what  I  say,  for  with  the  alteration  of  a  few  words,  and 
with  the  addition  of  a  few  lines,  he  made  my  tragedy  fit  for  the 
stage,  if  the  rest  of  it  is  so.  It  was  one  of  the  most  masterly  feats 
ever  performed,  but  I  need  not  do  him  justice  to  your  Lordship. 
I  only  mention  it  that  you  may  not  hesitate  to  set  him  to  work  on 
any  little  corrections  that  Lady  Haroourt's  Poems  may  want,  the 
&ults  of  which  are  evidence  of  the  fiunUty  with  which  she  writes. 
Your  Lordship  is  so  tender  of  her  honour,  that  I  see  you  promote  her 
bashfrilness  instead  of  giving  her  courage ;  but  I  hope  Mr.  Mason's 
judgment  will  encourage  you  both ;  he  is  no  flatterer,  I  will  swear, 
and  when  you  have  the  imprimatur  of  Apollo's  own  Licenser  ci  the 
Press,  shall  I  not  flattermyself  that  my  dfice  of  Printer  to  Nuneham 
will  no  longer  be  a  sinecureP 

Lady  Laura  will  give  your  Lorddiip  an  account  of  a  ftte  I  gave 
her  and  my  o&er  nieces  last  nighi  Strawberry  really  looked  very 
pretty,  though  neither  the  prospect  nor  the  painted  glass  had  their 
share;  but  forgive  me  if  I  say  that  my  nieces  supplied  those  defi- 
ciencies. Lady  Laura  I  doubt  will  miss  the  prospect  still  less  when 
she  comes  from  Nuneham.  The  Duchess  is  channed  with  your 
Lordship's  and  Lady  Haroourt's  goodness  to  her  daughters,  which 
you  find  I  was  eager  to  trumpet,  for  after  the  very  agreeable  days 
I  passed  at  Nuneham  myself,  it  was  natural  to  wish  that  my  niece 
should  be  as  happy ;  so  your  Lordship  should  be  upon  your  guard, 
and  not  to  be  too  indulgent  to  me,  since  I  cannot  help  on  all 
occasions  being 

Your  most  grateful  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

Hob.  Walpolb. 


VtVL]  TO  THB  BAAL  Off  HABOOmA  UT 


1764.    TO  THB  XABL  OF  HABOOUBT.^ 
Mr  DiAB  LoBo: 

I  HAVB  hunted  in  yain  at  Strawberry  finr  the  Treillage  paper,  and 
cannot  find  it;  I  mnst  have  lent  it  to  somebody  that  has  forgotten 
it  as  well  as  I.  I  am  yexed,  though  I  hope  the  bower  will  not 
suffer  by  it»  and  that  it  will  give  jealousy  to  Queen  Eleanor  still,  or 
to  Sing  Eleanor. 


176ft.    TO  THB  BABL  OF  HABOOUBT.^ 

I  TRUST  I  need  not  say  how  happy  and  honoured  I  am  whenever 
your  Lordship  is  so  good  as  to  give  me  any  oommands.  I  must 
then  be  as  unhappy  when  I  cannot  obey  them  immediately.  I  have 
kept  your  servant  while  I  hunted  for  the  Treillage  paper,  but  I 
cannot  find  it  I  flatter  myself  I  carried  it  to  Strawbmy,  whither 
I  go  to-morrow  and  shall  search  for  it— but  I  fear  I  It  had  laid 
here  in  an  empty  room  two  years.  I  have  an  imperfect  notion  of 
having  lent  a  bit  or  the  whole  piece  to  somebody,  whom  I  cannot 
recollect  certainly,  but  think  it  was  Lady  Aylesbury,  whom  I  will 
ask  about  it.  Li  short,  your  Lordship  may  depend  upon  my 
recovering  it  if  possible.  I  only  know  it  was  ill  done,  for  tiie  roses 
were  not  interlaced  among  the  bahns,  but  seemed  tacked  against 
them,  which  had  I  had  it  executed  here,  I  intended  should  be 
corrected ;  however,  I  shall  be  exceedingly  vexed  if  I  do  not  find 
the  originaL 

Your  Lordship's  most  devoted, 

H.  Walpolb. 


1766.    TO  THB  BABL  OF  HABOOUBT.i 

Sahtrdaif  morning. 

It  is  SO  impossible  for  me,  my  dear  Lord,  to  know  what  I  shall 
have  it  in  my  power  to  do  on  Friday,  that  I  believe  the  most 
respectful  to  your  Lordship,  which  I  certainly  always  mean  to  be« 
is  to  excuse  myself  for  Friday  next,  though  waiting  on  you  and 

'  Now  first  pabUahed.—OuavnroBAK. 


m  HOElCn  WALPOLBTB  LnraRB.  PTTi. 

Lady  Haroourt  would  be  the  most  agreeaUe.  The  case  is  that  1 
haye  been  going  to  Ampthill  these  three  days,  but  have  been 
delayed  by  the  danger  cf  the  poor  Biahop  of  Exeter,  of  whom  I 
every  minute  expect  the  worst  news.*  Should  I  fortonately  hear 
anyfliing  good,  I  shall  go  on  Monday  to  Lord  Ossory's  &r  a  week, 
as  I  have  promised.  If  the  Bishop  should  linger,  his  death  may 
make  it  improper  for  me  to  dine  abroad  on  Friday.  Forgive  my 
troubling  your  Lordship  with  so  many  oircumstanoes,  since  it  proves 
how  much  I  wish  to  be  always  at  your  command,  and  how  much  I 
am  afraid  of  laying  you  [under]  any  difiKcolty  by  my  unavoidable 
imcertainty .  If  I  am  at  liberty,  I  hope  at  least  I^dy  Haroourt  will 
allow  me  to  pay  my  duty  to  her  in  the  evenings 

Your  Lordship's  most  devoted. 

Hob.  Wai  jx>lb. 


1707.    TO  THB  SASL  OF  HABOOVBT.^ 

I  BETUBN  your  Lordship  Mrs.  Macaulay's  letter  with  many 
thanks.  I  need  not  say  how  much  I  agree  with  her  in  most  topics ; 
but  I  smiled  at  her  account  of  the  provisions  in  France,  and  their 
bad  cookery. 

I  accept  always  with  great  pleasure  your  Lordship's  invitations ; 
and  certainly  have  no  exceptions  to  the  company  specified.  Though 
you  are  so  very  good  as  to  name  them,  I  think  I  may  trust  to  never 
meeting  at  Haroourt  House  any  body  that  would  be  very  disagree- 
able to  me,  much  less  that  could  balance  the  honour  and  pleasure 
of  waiting  on  your  Lordship  and  Lady  Haroourt  I  remember  thai 
Lady  Townshend,  in  1746,  said  she  did  not  dare  to  dine  any  where, 
for  fear  of  meeting  with  Rebel  pies.  Thank  Gh>d  I  we  are  in  no 
danger  now  of  such  dishes.  Lideed  your  Lordship  and  I  have 
been  more  likely  to  be  the  ingredients  than  the  guests  at  such 
banquets  I    Poor  Lord  Pigot  I    He  has  dimed  with  a  Scotchman  I 

H.  W. 


•  See  Letter  No.  1698,  pege  18  ofthia  Tohiiiia 


ma.]  TO  THB  RBT.  MB.  MASOIT.  1» 


1768.   TO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  MA80V. 

Ommbtav^  HiO,  OdL  11, 1778. 

A  THouaANB  thanks  for  ihe  trouble  you  hare  giren  yourself  and 
the  information  you  hare  sent  me ;  *  it  folly  salasfies  me,  at  least 
till  my  next  yisit  to  Nuneham.  I  own  there  is  an  idea  in  the  play 
you  desoribey  which,  had  it  come  into  my  hand,  I  should  certunly 
have  adopted ; — ^the  mother's  intention  of  meeting  her  own  husband 
and  not  her  son.  However  as  you  hayCi  by  a  coup  de  baguette, 
obviated  the  shocking  part,  I  trouble  myself  no  fiurther.  I  never 
had  any  difficulty  of  adopting  your  corrections,  but  because  my 
original  view  was  to  paint  the  height  of  repentance  for  real  guilt ; 
whereas  any  palliative  admits  a  degree  of  weakness  in  the  Coxmtess, 
and  makes  her  rather  superstitious  or  delicate,  than  penitent  upon 
reason.  But  however,  as  I  am  tired  of  the  subject,  I  will  not  tire  you 
upon  it  If  ever  the  play  is  acted,  it  must  be  with  your  improve- 
ments, which  I  will  print  with  ii  So  I  will  whether  it  is  acted  or 
not ;  for  such  marks  of  your  genius  should  not  be  lost^  though  you 
want  not  other  proofs ;  and  it  will  please  me  to  have  furnished  you 
with  the  materials.  I  grow  tired  to  death  of  my  own  things,  and 
hate  to  talk  of  them. 

Lady  Laura,  who  carries  this,  will  tell  you  how  many  accidents 
prevent  my  obeying  Lord  and  Lady  Harcourt,  and  accompanying 
her.  I  have  lost  near  700/.  by  a  clerk,  and  I  am  on  Tuesday  to  sign 
a  family  compact  with  my  nephew,  by  which,  some  time  or  other, 
I  shall  get  the  fortune  my  father  left  me,  which  I  never  expected ;  so 
the  balance  of  events  is  in  my  favour,  and  then  the  deuce  is  in  it  if 
I  am  to  be  pitied. 

*  MAflOB  CO  WALFOIB.' 

NmAam,  Oct,  7, 177S. 

I  nan  jcra,  with  Uiii,  s  short  aooount  of  an  old  play  in  Lord  Haroonrt's  library, 
with  an  extract  from  it»  which  wiU  ihow  you  how  similar  the  itoiy  is  to  your 
'  Mysterious  Mother/  or  rather  to  my  alteration  of  it.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  carious 
discovery,  but  whidi  affects  your  tragedy  no  more  than  Aaron  Hill's  '  Fair 
Inconstant,'  or  his  'Athdwold'  (for  he  wrote  two  on  the  same  subject)  does  my 
'Elfrida.' 

" W.  Misov. 

*  Kow  first  published.  The  original  was  sold  at  Mr.  Hodgesfs  sale  at  Puttick  and 
SimpeonX  in  December,  1848,  for  1S«.  The  old  pUy  referred  to  by  Mason  is  '  The 
IPatal  DiscoTery ;  or.  Love  in  Ruins,"  1698.  4to.  Acted  at  Druiy  Lane  in  1698.— 
Author  unknown.— -CvBiruieBAii. 
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Lady  Laura  mJl  describe  to  yoa  a  most  brilliant  ftte  that  I  gave 
her  and  her  sisters  and  cousins  last  Thursday.  People  may  say 
what  they  will,  bat  splendid  as  it  was,  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  this 
festival  o/nkceB  was  absolutely  the  most  charming  show  that  ever 
was  seen.  I  believe  the  entertainment  given  by  the  Queen  of  the 
Amazons  to  the  King  of  Mauritania  in  the  Castle  of  Ice,  and  the 
ball  made  for  the  I^oess  of  Persia  by  the  Duke  of  Sparta  in  the 
Saloon  of  Boses  were  both  of  them  more  delightful,  especially  as  the 
contrast  of  the  sable  Africans  with  the  shining  whiteness  of  the 
Thracian  heroineSi  and  the  opposition  between  flie  nudity  of 
file  LacedflBmonian  generals  and  fiie  innumerable  folds  of  linen  in 
file  drapery  of  the  Persian  ladies,  must  have  been  more  mngnlar 
than  all  the  marvels  in  the  Casfle  of  Strawberry  last  Thursday.  To 
be  sure,  the  illumination  of  the  Gallery  surpassed  the  Palace  of  the 
Sun ;  and  when  its  fretted  ceiling,  which  you  know  is  richer  than 
the  roof  of  Paradise,  opened  for  the  descent  of  Mrs.  dive  in  fiie  full 
moon,  nothing  could  be  more  striking.  The  Circular  Drawing-room 
was  worthy  of  the  presence  of  Queen  Bess,  as  many  of  the  old  ladios, 
who  remember  her,  affirmed ;  and  the  high  altar  in  the  Tribune  was 
fitter  for  a  Protestant  king's  hearing  mass  than  the  chapel  at  Lord 
Petre's.  The  tapestry  bed  in  the  Great  Chamber  looked  gorgeous 
(though  it  had  not  an  escutcheon  of  pretence  like  the  Duchess  of 
Chandos's  while  her  father  and  brother  are  living)  and  was  ready 
strewed  with  roses  for  a  hymeneal ;  but  alas  I  there  was  the  mis- 
fortune of  the  solemnity  I 

Though  my  nieces  looked  as  well  as  the  Houris,  notwithstanding 
I  was  disappointed  of  the  house  of  North  to  set  them  of^  and 
though  I  had  sent  out  one  hundred  and  thirty  cards,  in  this  region 
fiiere  are  no  swains  who  are  under  my  own  almost  dimacterio. 
I  had  three  Jews  of  Abraham's  standing,  and  seven  Sarahs  who 
still  talk  of  the  second  Temple.  The  rest  of  the  company  were 
dowagers  and  maidens,  with  silver  beards  down  to  their  girdles ; 
Henry  and  Frances,  whose  doves  have  long  done  laying ;  the 
curate  of  the  parish ;  Briscoe,  the  second-hand  silversmith ;  and 
Lady  Greenwich  in  a  riding-dress,  for  she  came  on  her  oNvn 
broom.  Yoa  may  perhaps  think  that  some  of  the  ccnnpany  were 
not  quite  of  dignity  adequate  to  such  a  high  festival,  but  they 
were  just  the  persons  made  the  most  happy  by  being  invited :  and 
as  the  haughtiest  peers  stoop  to  be  dvil  to  diopkeepers  before  an 
election,  I  did  not  see  why  I  should  not  do,  out  of  good  nature,  what 
the  proudest  so  often  do  out  of  interest    I  do  not  mention  two 


17781]  to  T&B  VtY.  USL  OOtM.  141 

anoieiit  Generals,  IbeoftOBe  they  have  not  beeaoi  beaten  out  of  America 
into  red  ribbands ;  nor  a  Jodge  Pertyni  who  had  solicited  me  to 
invite  his  danghters,  and  brought  them  on  my  sending  a  very 
dvil  cardy  and  yet  did  not  so  much  as  write  an  answer  or  thank  me 
— ^bnt  I  really  beUere  it  was  from  mere  stupidity.  If  I  could 
grudge  your  staying  at  Nuneham,  I  should  regret  your  not  being 
here  in  such  noble  weather.  GomOi  howeyer,  as  soon  as  you  can 
And  stay  as  long. 

By  the  rise  of  the  Stocks,  and  the  wonderfioLl  hide-and-seek  of  the 
deetSy  I  suspect  some  treaty  is  brewing :  it  cannot  be  so  scandalous 
but  it  will  go  down;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  worse  than  the 
Nation  deserves.  If  anything  prevents  it»  it  will  be  the  declaration 
of  the  Spanish  Ambassador,  that  King  Carlos  will  never  acknowledge 
itie  Independence  of  America  till  Ejng  George  does,  which  I  suppose 
the  latt^  will  not  do,  if  even  the  King  of  Monomatapa  or  the 
Sjng  of  Mechlemberg  will  encourage  him  to  go  on.  Besides  it  is  a 
heavenly  sight  to  see  soldierSi  and  not  see  an  enemy  I  and  a  more 
heavenly  sights  to  see  a  puiq[>et-shoW|  and  to  lock  up  one's  son, 
who  is  of  an  age  to  enjoy  one !— ^«nd  yet  what  command  of  one's 
passions  to  put  off  a  review  for  a  christening  I — ^what  pity  gazettes- 
extraordinaiy  were  not  in  fSByBhion,  when  two  shillings  were  issued 
out  of  the  Sbcohequer  to  Jack  of  Beading,  for  getting  on  the  table 
and  malking  the  King  sport  This  was  in  the  reign  of  Edward  11., 
and  is  only  recorded  in  a  eonymtus  still  extant    Adieu. 


17M   TO  ffHB  BIT.  WILLIAM  OOUL 

OeL  H 1778. 

I  THnnt  you  take  in  no  newspapers,  nor  I  believe  condescend  to 
read  any  more  modem  than  the  Pom  i  la  Main  at  the  time  of  the 
Ligue;  consequently  you  have  not  seen  a  new  scandal  on  my  father, 
which  you  will  not  wonder  offends  me.  You  cannot  be  interested  in 
his  defence ;  but,  as  it  comprehends  some  very  curious  anecdotes,  yoii^ 
wiU  not  grude  my  indulging  myself  to  afriend  in  vindicating  a  name 
so  dear  to  me. 

In  the  accounts  of  Lady  Chesterfield's  death  and  fortune,  it  is  said 
that  the  late  King,  at  the  instigation  of  Sir  Bobert  Walpde,  burnt 
his  father's  Will  which  contained  a  large  l^;acy  to  that,  his  supposed, 
daughter, — and  I  believe  his  real  one ;  for  she  was  very  like  him,  as 
her  brother.  General  Schulembourg,  is,  in  black,  to  the  late  Sing. 
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The &ot of  sappreflcdng flie  Willis  iiidubitably  true ;  ihe  instigator 
most  fjEilse^  as  I  oan  demonstrate  thus: — 

When  the  news  arrived  of  the  death  of  Gteorge  tlie  First,  my  firflier 
carried  the  acconnt  from  Lord  Townshend  to  the  then  F^oe  of 
Wales.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  royalty  is  for  the  new  monarch  to 
make  a  speech  to  the  Privy  CounciL  Sir  Robert  asked  the  King 
who  he  would  please  to  have  draw  the  Speech,  which  was,  in  &ct, 
asking  wh.o  was  to  be  Prime  Minister ;  to  which  his  Majesty  replied. 
Sir  Spencer  Compton.  It  is  a  wonderfril  anecdote,  and  but  little 
known,  that  the  new  Premier,  a  very  dull  man,  could  not  draw 
the  Speedi,  and  tlie  person  to  whom  he  applied  was  the  deposed 
Premier.  The  Queen,  who  favoured  my  &tiier,  observed  how  unfit 
a  man  was  tor  successor,  who  was  reduced  to  beg  assistance  of  his 
predecessor.  The  Gouncil  met  as  soon  as  possible,  the  next  morning 
at  latest  There  Archbishop  Wake,  with  whom  one  copy  of  the 
Will  had  been  deposited,  (as  another  was,  I  think,  with  the  Duke  of 
Wolfenbuttel,  who  had  a  pension  for  sacrificing  it,  which,  I  know,  the 
late  Duke  of  Newcastle  transacted),  advanced,  and  delivered  the  Will 
to  the  King,  who  put  it  into  his  pocket,  and  went  out  of  Council 
without  opening  it,  the  Archbishop  not  having  courage  or  presence 
of  mind  to  desire  it  to  be  read,  as  he  ought  to  have  done. 

These  circumstances,  which  I  solemnly  assure  you  are  strictly  true, 
prove  that  my  father  neither  advised,  nor  was  ocmsulted ;  nor  is  it 
credible  that  flieEIng  in  one  night's  time  should  have  passed  from 
the  intention  of  disgracing  him,  to  make  him  his  bosom  confidant  on 
so  delicate  an  affiiir. 

I  was  once  talking  to  flie  late  Lady  Suffolk,  the  former  mistress, 
on  that  extraordinaiy  event  She  said,  **  I  cannot  justify  the  deed 
to  tlie  legatees ;  but  towards  his  father,  flie  late  King  was  justifiable, 
for  Gtoorge  flie  First  had  burnt  two  Wills  made  in  favour  of  Qeorge 
the  Second.''  I  suppose  they  were  tlie  testaments  of  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Zell,  parents  of  George  the  First's  wife,  whose  treatment 
of  her  they  always  resented.' 

I  said,  I  know  the  transactions  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  The 
late  Lord  Waldegrave  showed  me  a  letter  from  that  Duke  to  the  first 
Earl  of  Waldegrave,  then  ambassador  at  Paris,  with  directions  about 
that  transaction,  or,  at  least,  about  payment  of  tiie  pension,  I  forget 
whicL  I  have  somewhere,  but  cannot  turn  to  it  now,  a  memorandum 
of  that  affidr,  and  who  the  Prince  was,  whom  I  may  mistake  in 

'  OoBpan  Walpote'i  **  BeminUcenoM,*  chsp.  vi.  in  vol.  L  p.  ezx.-~Ci7vvnraaAM. 
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calling  Ddra  of  WoUeiLlmtteL  There  iras  a  tliiid  copy  of  the  WiU, 
I  likewise  forget  wifli  wliom  deposited.  The  Newspaper  says,  (which 
is  true,)  that  Lord  Ghesterfield  filed  a  bill  in  Chancery  against  the 
late  King  to  oblige  him  to  produce  the  Will^  and  was  silenced,  I 
think,  by  payment  of  twenty  thousand  pounds.  There  was  another 
legacy  to  his  own  daughter  tilie  Queen  of  Prussia,  which  has  at  times 
been,  and,  I  belieye,  is  still  claimed  by  the  King  of  Prussia. 

Do  not  mention  any  part  of  this  rtory ;  but  it  is  worth  preserving, 
as  I  am  sure  you  are  satisfied  with  my  scrupulous  veracity.  It  may 
perhaps  be  authenticated  hereafter  by  collateral  eyidence  that  may 
come  out  If  ever  true  history  does  come  to  lights  my  £etther's 
character  will  have  just  honour  paid  to  ii  Lord  Chesterfield,  one  of 
his  sharpest  enemies,  has  not,  with  all  his  prejudices,  left  a  yery 
un£Eiyourable  account  of  him,  and  it  would  alone  be  raised  by  a 
comparison  of  their  two  characters.  Think  of  one  who  calls  Sir 
Bobert  the  corrupter  of  youth,  leaving  a  system  of  education  to 
poison  them  from  their  nursery  I  Chesterfield,  Pulteney,  and 
Bolingbroke  were  the  saints  that  reviled  my  £either  I  I  beg  your 
pardon,  but  you  will  allow  me  to  open  my  beart  to  you  when  it 
is  fulL    Yours  ever. 


1770.    TO  THB  HON.  H.  B.  CONWAY. 

OeL  2Z,  1778. 

******  Ha  VINO  thus  told  you  all  I  know,  I  shall  add  a  few 
words,  to  say  I  conclude  you  have  known  as  much,  by  my  not  having 
heard  from  you.  Should  the  Post-Office  or  Secretary's  Office  set 
their  wits  at  work  to  bring  to  light  all  the  intelligence  contained  under 
the  above  hiatus,  I  am  confident  they  will  discover  nothing,  though 
it  gives  an  exact  description  of  all  they  have  been  about  them- 
sdves. 

My  personal  history  is  very  short  I  have  had  an  assembly  and 
the  rheumatism — and  am  buying  a  house— and  it  rains — and  I  shall 
plant  the  roses  against  my  treillage  to-morrow.  Thus  you  know 
what  I  have  done,  suffered,  am  doing,  and  shall  do.  Let  me  know 
as  much  of  you,  in  quantity,  not  in  quality.  Introductions  to,  and 
conclusions  of,  letters  are  as  much  out  of  £EuUon,  as  to,  a^,  &c.,  on 
letters.  This  sublime  age  reduces  everything  to  its  quintessence :  all 
periphrases  and  expletives  are  so  mucb  in  disuse,  that  I  suppose 
soon  the  only  way  of  making  love  will  be  to  say  ''Lie  down.'* 
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Liiflkily,  tiie  lawyer^  wiSL  not  part  viih  any  Hjncmym^U  wotdi 
and  willi  oonaeqiieiitly,  pieBerve  the  zBdnDdaoeiea  of  our  language 
'-'Dm. 


177L    TO  THS  BIT.  WILLIAM  COLSL 

Oct  26,1778. 

I  HAVB  finiflhed  ihe  Life  of  Mr.  Baker,  will  have  it  transcribed, 
and  send  it  to  you.  I  haye  omitted  several  little  particalars  that  are 
in  your  notes,  for  two  reasons :  one,  beoause  so  much  is  said  in  the 
'Biographia;'  and  the  other,  because  I  have  rather  drawn  a  character 
of  him«  than  meant  a  oiroomstantial  life.  In  the  justice  I  have  done 
to  him»  I  trust  I  shall  have  pleased  you.  I  haye  much  greater 
doubt  of  that  e£E8ct  in  what  I  have  said  of  his  principles  and  pariy. 
It  is  oddt  perhapSi  to  have  made  use  of  the  life  of  a  high  churdmian 
for  e^qMitiating  on  my  own  Tary  opposite  principles ;  but  itgayeme 
so  Mr  an  opportaniigr  of  disouaaing  those  points,  that  I  yery 
naturally  embraced  ii  I  haye  done  due  honour  to  his  immaculate 
conscience,  but  haye  not  spared  the  cause  in  which  he  fell,— 
or  rather  rose ;  for  the  ruin  of  his  fortune  was  the  triumph  of  his 
virtue* 

As  you  know  I  do  not  love  the  presa^  you  may  be  sure  I  have  no 
thoughts  of  printing  this  Life  at  present ;  nay,  I  beg  you  will  not 
only  not  communicate  it»  but  take  care  it  never  should  be  printed 
wiihout  my  consent  I  have  written  what  presented  itself;  I  should 
perhaps  choose  to  soften  several  passages;  and  I  trust  it  to  you  for 
your  own  satis&otioa,  not  as  a  finished  thing,  or  as  I  am  detennined 
it  should  xemaaiL 

Another  frvour  I  beg  of  you  is  tooritiaise  it  as  largely  and  severely 
asyonplease.  Youhavearightso  todo,  asitisbuilt  withyoorown 
materials ;  nay,  you  have  a  right  to  scold  if  I  have,  nay,  sinoe  I 
have,  etti^ed  them  so  differently  from  your  inientioo.  All  my 
excuse  is,  that  you  oommunioated  them  to  one  who  did  not  deceive 
you,  and  who  you  was  pretty  sure  would  make  nearly  the  use  of  them 
that  he  has  made.  Was  not  youP  did  not  you  suspect  a  little  that 
I  oould  not  emi  write  alifeof  Mr.  Baker  without  talking  Whiggism  I 
Well,  if  I  have  ill-treated  flie  causey  I  am  sure  I  have  exalted  the 
martyr.  I  have  flirown  new  ligU  on  his  virtue  from  his  notes  on 
the  Gaaettes,  and  you  will  admire  him  more,  though  you  may  love 
nte  less,  for  my  chemistry.    I  should  be  truly  sorry  if  I  didlose  a 


mttxfiB  of  f&a^  MttidBitiipi  Ym  ha^  6f«r  1mm  iB  dandM  to  ite  as 
Mr.  Bakemw  fo  kis  antagoniitB»  and  our  Mandridp  is  another  ptoci 
that  men  of  the  most  opposite  prinoipleB  oan-  agree  in  everyibing 
else,  and  not  qpudrel  aJbdtti  flienL 

As  ifty  mannsoripi  eontains  above  twenty  pages  of  my  writing  out 
larger  paper  than  tbisi  yoa  cannot  reeeiTe  it  speedily.  However,  I 
have  performed  my  promise,  and  I  hope  yon  will  not  be  totally^ 
discontent,  though  I  am  not  satisfied  wifli  myself.  I  hare  exeeoted 
it  by  snaidies  and  by  long  intermptions ;  and  not  having  been  eager 
about  ity  I  find  I  wanted  that  ardour  to  inspire  me ;  another  proof  of 
what  I  told  you,  that  my  smaU  talent  is  waning,  and  wants  provoca- 
tives.   It  shall  be  a  waming  to  me.    Adieu  I 
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ArUngUm  Street,  OcL  SO,  177S. 

P&AT  allow  that  I  am  a  miaraele  of  attention,  when  I  have  the 
courage  to  beg^i  a  tatter  that  is,  I  know,  to  contain  little  or  nothing, 
and  which  is  the  q[mntes8ence  of  two  very  hmg  Ghiaettes.  We  had 
been  amused  with  a  notiion  that  Lcyd  Howe  was  blocking  up^ 
M.  D'Estaing  in  Boston,  and  would  certainly  take  him  and  his 
whole  fleei  Lest  we  should  build  too  much  on  that  idea.  Lord 
Howe  himself  amved  on  Monday,  having  taken  nothing — ^but  his 
leave.  Being  modesty  he  owns  that  he  had  no  mind  to  encounter 
the  French  squadron.  A  violent  storm  solved  his  difficulties,  and 
dispereed  bodi  fleets.  The  Amancans,  deprived  of  their  allies, 
quitted  Bhodld  Island ;  and  then  Sir  Harry  Olinton  raised  a  contri- 
bution of  ten  thousand  sheep  and  some  oxen,  which  intimates  a  Utde 
want  of  pfcrvisioiis.  However,  these  escapes  have  raised  our  spirits 
so  nrach,  that  we  are  going  to  send  twelve  thousand  men  more  to 
America,  where  they  may  banquet  on  mutton.  Still,  as  it  is  good^ 
to  have  two  strings  to  our  bow,  the  Governor  Johnstone  is  returned;' 

>  Ctofenor  JohmtoiM  lud  been  ehai^ed  l^  the  OoagfMi  with  an  attan^  to 
•Mrrnpt  and  bribe  Qeneral  Seed  with  the  sum  of  ten  thooMnd  poonda  and  a  pnblio 
ritoation  in  the  oOloniea ;  to  wfaieh  offinr  the  General  ia  said  to  hare  anawered;  "  that 
he  waa  net  worth  pnidMsing,  bat^  aaeh  aa  he  i^  the  King  of  Gieal  Britain  waa  not 
rich  enough  to  do  it"  In  oonaeqnenoe  of  thii,  the  Congreaa  interdicted  ail  inter- 
eouae  and  correspondence  with  the  Commiasionert  while  Goremor  Johnatone  con- 
tinned  one  of  them.  He  therefore  realgned,  and  returned  to  Bngland.  In  a  letter 
to  George  Selwyn,  of  the  6th  of  November,  Mr.  Charlea  Townahend  aaya,  "Goremor 
Johnatone  ia  aa  mad  aa  a  bnIL  He  foams  at  the  month,  and  swears  that  he  wiU 
IflBpeaeh  Lord  Howe  and  Sir  William  for  not  reducing  America.  Wedderbom  says 
¥oiii  m*  h 
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the  oflier  two  Commianoims  remain  to  make  peace,  to  vhioh  we 
art)  told  the  Americans  are  disposed ;  a  proof  of  vliiah  is  our  sending 
another  arm^  thither. 

Admiral  Eeppel  is  retomed  to  Portsmoath,  and  the  Brest 
aquadron  is  again  at  sea ;  taking  it  by  turns  to  take  an  airing. 

One  advantage  we  certainly  havci  having  token  to  the  valoe  of 
two  millions  in  prizes ;  on  the  strength  of  which  we  shall  fling  away 
above  doable  that  sam.  Snt  we  never  proposed  to  be  gaineia 
by  the  war;  we  had  nothing  to  do,  and  so  we  played  against 
ourselves. 

The  Dnke  of  Qneensberry  [Gay's  Doke]  is  dead,  at  fbureoore ; 
and  leaves  a  great  estate  to  Lord  March,  the  new  Duke.  ['  old  Q.'} 
There  is  a  muoh  more  melauoludy  loss,  the  death  of  Lord  Lincoln. 
He  was  sent  abroad  at  the  last  gasp,  and  died  two  posts  &om  Calais. 
Toa  know  he  married  (me  ot  my  oonsins,  a  daughter  of  Lord  Hert- 
ford. She  is  a  very  pret^,  sensible,  amiable  young  wtmum,  and 
passionately  fond  of  him.     She  returned  last  night  with  the  body. 

I  came  to  town  aa  Monday  fbr  a  day  or  two,  aad  have  been 
caught  by  the  gout  in  my  foot ;  hut  it  is  very  slight,  uid  with  very 
litUe  pain,  so  that  I  hope  it  will  be  of  short  duration.  It  is  amaang 
what  the  bootildns  have  done  £ir  me  by  diminishing  the  mass  of 
goat  I  have  had  no  fit  for  nearly  two  years,  and  the  three  but 
were  very  inconsiderablo.  As  I  have  worn  (he  bootikins  constantly 
every  n^t  ever  since  my  great  fit^  it  is  denumstration  how  service- 
able they  are  to  me  at  least 

Mrs.  Anne  Pitt,  I  hear,  is  in  a  very  wild  way,  and  they  think 
must  be  confined.  She  is  not  the  only  one  I  know  that  ong^t  to  be, 
— bat  I  hold  my  peace.  Indeed,  in  this  coontiy  it  woold  bo 
partiality  to  shut  ap  only  one  or  two  here  and  there. 

I  make  no  exoose  for  being  so  short  I  am  tired  of  lamenting ; 
and  still  live,  I  doubt,  to  see  the  oomjdetton  of  all  the  ruin  I  have 
fereeeen, — and  then  one  has  lived  too  long  1 

ka  tilki  In  >  TOy  mnaij  (tjle  ;  and  he  !«  matt  tmnmei  by  HIiiM«m,  whom  b«  bM 
mbnnd  In  n  ooana  k  itjta  to  Um  Ammtaana :  joa  ouj  be  wan  Im  miiia  (bem  tn 
bU  toni.  He  put*  me  In  mind  of  »  dunteter  of  King  Jvom  I.,  giTen  bj  to  old 
Seotdi  Lord  at  U*  leceMlon :  'Kan  job  an  ape t  If  raehold  him,  he  will  bile  yog | 
If  Ton  bold  Um,  ha  will  biU  bm."— Alvyn  Oormpoitdmce,  toL  UL  p.  MT.— 
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AriinffUm  Btrtd,  Ncm,  i,  1778. 

You  will  866  by  my  secretary's  hand,  that  I  am  not  able  to  write 
myself;  indeed,  I  am  in  bed  with  the  gout  in  six  places,  like 
Daniel  in  the  den ;  bat,  as  the  lions  are  slumbering  round  me,  and 
leaye  me  a  moment  of  respite,  I  employ  it  to  give  yon  one.  Ton 
have  misunderstood  me,  dear  Sir :  I  haye  not  said  a  word  that  will 
lower  Mr.  Baker's  oharaoter ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  he  will  oome 
out  brighter  from  my  ordeaL  Tn  truth,  as  I  hare  drawn  out  his 
life  from  your  papers,  it  is  a  kind  of  political  epic,  in  which  his  con- 
science is  the  hero  that  always  triumphs  over  his  interest  upon  the 
most  opposite  occasions.  Shall  yon  dislike  your  saint  in  this  light  ? 
I  had  transcribed  about  half  when  [  fell  ill  last  week.  If  the  gout 
does  not  seice  my  right  hand,  I  shall  probably  have  full  leisure  to 
finish  it  during  my  recoyery,  but  shall  certainly  not  be  able  to  8end 
it  to  you  by  Mr.  Lori 

Your  promise  fully  satisfies  me.  My  life  can  never  extend  to 
twenty  years.*  Any  one  that  saw  me  this  moment  would  not  take 
me  for  a  Methuselah.  I  have  not  strength  to  dictate  more  now, 
except  to  add,  that  if  Mr.  Nichols  has  seen  my  narrative  about 
Ghatterton,  it  can  only  be  my  letter  to  Mr.  Barrett,  of  which  you 
have  acopy ;  flie  larger  one  has  not  yet  been  out  of  my  own  house. 
Yours  most  sinoerely. 


1774.    TO  LADY  BS0WN1.» 


ABrssf,  3rbv.  8y  1778. 

YoTTS  Ladyship  is  exceedingly  kind  and  charitable,  and  the  least 
I  can  do  in  return  is  to  do  all  I  can — dictate  a  letter  to  you.  Ihave 
not  been  out  of  bed  longer  than  it  was  necessary  to  have  it  made, 
once  a  day,  since  last  Thursday.  The  gout  is  in  both  my  feet,  both 
my  knees,  and  in  my  left  hand  and  elbow.    Hadlamind  to  brag,  I 

'  Mr.  Qolt  had  Inloniied  Walpole  thai  hit  OoUeetiont  mtt  not  to  be  opened  until 
twenty  yean  after  hia  death.— Waionv.' 

'  rianeea  Sheldon,  fint  married  to  Heniy  Fermor,  Eaq.,  of  Tnimore,  and  after- 
iraida  to  Sir  Geoige  Browne  (lee  WalpoUTs  Woifci»  toL  It.  p.  892).  She  mut  not  be 
eoolbimded  with  Walpole'a  "meny  Gatholie  Ladj  Brown "  —  '' the  fiOr  widow 
ftown,"  who  died  in  1783.— CminiaBAX. 


ooold  boaat  of  a  Utile  ilieiimaiiflm  too»  but  I  aoom  to  set  value  on 
each  a  trifle ;  nay,  I  will  own  that  I  haye  felt  little  aoate  pain.  Mj 
chief  propensity  to  exaggeration  would  be  on  the  miserable  nights 
I  hare  passed ;  and  yet  whatever  I  should  say  would  not  be  beyond 
what  I  thought  I  suffered.  I  have  been  eonstantly  as  broad  awake 
as  any  Mrs.  Candour  that  is  always  gaping  fer  scandal,  except  when 
I  have  taken  opiates,  and  then  my  dreams  have  been  as  extravagant 
as  all  Mrs.  Oandour  adds  to  what  she  hears.  In  short,  Madam,  not 
to  tire  you  with  more  details,  thougb  you  have  ordered  them,  I  am 
so  weak  that  I  am  able  to  see  nobody  at  all,  and  when  I  shall  be 
recovered  enough  to  take  possession  of  this  new  lease,  as  it  is  called, 
the  mansion,  I  believe,  wiH  be  so  shattered  that  it  won't  be  worth  re- 
pairs. Isitnot  very  JDolish,  then,  to  be  literally  buyinganew  house? 
Is  it  not  vending  Pope's  liue,  when  I  choose  a  pretty  situation 

Bit  Jwllo  liwk  abmd  ■%  aiii  to  4li  t 

I  am  sorry  Lady  Jane's  lot  is  &Ilen  in  Westphaliai^  where  so  great 
a  hog  is  lord  of  the  manor.    He  is  like  the  dn^n  of  Wantleyi 

Aid  lo«M  and  fhiivahis 
To  him  KB  c^Qpe  and  tu^^ ; 

SO  I  donH  wonder  that  he  has  gobbled  her  two  cows. 

Lady  Blandford  is  delightM  in  congratulating  me  upon  having 
the  gout  in  town,  and  staying  in  the  country  herselC  Nay,  she  is 
very  ins<dent  in  presuming  to  be  the  only  person  invulnerable.  If  I 
could  wish  her  any  harm,  it  should  be  tiiat  she  might  feel  for  one 
quarter  of  an  hour  a  taste  of  the  mortifications  that  I  suffered  from 
eleven  last  night  till  four  this  morning,  and  I  am  sure  she  would 
never  dare  to  have  a  spark  of  courage  agam.  I  can  only  wish  her  in 
Orosv^or-squar^  where  she  would  run  no  risks.  Her  reputation 
for  obstinacy  is  so  well  established,  that  she  might  take  advice  from 
her  true  friends  for  a  twelvemonthj,  before  we  should  believe  her 
own  ears.  However,  as  everybody  has  some  weak  part,  I  know 
she  will  do  for  others  more  than  for  herself;  and  therefore,  pray. 
Madam,  tell  her,  that  I  am  sure  it  is  bad  for  your  Ladydiip  to 
stay  in  the  country  at  tUs  time  of  year,  and  that  reason  I  am  sure 
will  bring  you  both.    I  really  most  leeH. 
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inn  fo  OB  HORicn  Minr . 

ArlmffUm  Stnd,  Fcm.  16, 1778. 

I  THnnL  I  InokQjr  wrote  to  yoa  just  as  I  waa  seised  with  the  gout 
and  told  yoa  so.  I  am  sore  I  have  not  been  able  to  write  smoe,  for 
I  am  confined  to  my  bed;  and  have  been  aboye  this  fortnight  with 
the  gout  in  erery  hand,  dbow,  knee,  and  foot  belonging  to  me,  and 
not  one  of  the  dght  is  yet  reoovered*  This  is  so  terrible  a  state  to 
saflEor,  and  so  tiresome  to  hear  from  anybody  else^  that  I  shall  say  as 
little  npon  it  as  posdUa.  Thtta  is  no  das^  in  it:  in  sffeiy  othet 
%ht  it  is  dqilorable. 

This  confinwmsnt  has  east  yon  no  news  but  &•  loss  of  Dominioa  \  * 
and  yoa  saw  as  maoh  of  thrt  in  flie  newspaper,  at  least,  as  I  ooold 
tell  yoa.  I  haye  this  momant  feoeifed  yoors  of  the  27tfa  of  last 
month,  in  which  yoa  again  petition  for  good  news,  that  yoa  mliy 
silence  the  impertinent  homes  in  your  part  of  the  worid ;  bat  ia 
troth  I  don't  Imow  how  you  will  stop  their  throats,  but  by  the  qaaan 
tity  and  richness  of  the  captorss  made  from  file  Franeh.  The  Sing's 
Speech,  I  doobt,  most  have  great  reooorse  to  the  same  anodyne* 
Nothing  of  conseqaence  has  been  done  anywhere,  by  fleets  otf 
annies ;  and  the  notion  is,  that  oor  own  retoined  oommandsrs  are 
likely  to  be  warmer  with  one  another,  than  they  hare  been  with  the 
enemy :  bat,  indeed,  I  beUere  reports  of  what  is  to  oome  still  less 
than  what  is  past,  neither  of  which  have  I  for  some  time  seen  come 
to  anything: — ^then  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  the  consequence. 

I  am  soiprised  at  the  Hibernian  fiunily  you  mention  being  arrired 
at  florence  so  soon :  yoa  are  yery  welcome  to  show  them  as  many 
dyilities  as  you  please,  and  set  them  down  to  my  ac(k)unt ;  but  do 
not  receiye  eyeiything  they  say  of  me  as  coming  from  the  heart 
They  know  your  partiality  to  me^  and  they  mean  to  pass  their  time 
eyerywhere  as  agreeably  as  they  can.  For  the  other  lady,*  and  her 
daughter  Chance,  be  doubly  upcm  your  guard  against  the  mother. 
There  is  nothing  so  bhck  of  which  she  is  not  capable.  Her  gallan- 
tries are  the  whitest  specks  about  her. 

*  Tht  island  of  Dominiea  wm  taken  on  the  7th  of  Septembor,  by  the  Maiqnii  do 
Bonille,  GoTemor-General  of  Hartinioo. — Wkxoht. 

'  MliBihfit.h  Diax,  Ckmnteas-Dowager  of  BeiUey,  afterwarda  manlad  to  Sobori 
Kugent^  Iiq^  ainoi  created  Bad  of  Clare.  Daring  her  hitter  marriage  she  had  two 
daoghten,  the  younger  of  whom  Mr.  Kngent  dii»Towed  for  hia.  The  elder  waa 
auyrried  to  the  aeeoad  lari  Temple.— Walfou.  « 
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I  haye  heard  notbing  of  yoor  nephew's  anival ;  but  ahall  be  Teiy 
impaiieiit  when  he  does  oome  to  see  him,  as  soon  as  I  can  see  anybody. 
I  diall  long  to  hear  his  aooonnt  of  yon,  and  good  aooounts  of  yon ; 
at  leasty  I  shall  not  hear  that  yon  are  little  more  than  a  mummy,  as 
I  am.    Adieu  t 


ms.    TO  SIB  HORACB  MAKIT. 

AHinglam  8tr9ei,  ^ov.  27, 1778. 

Ik  my  present  situation,  lying  on  a  ooudi  in  my  bedchamber, 
not  a  single  limb  free  but  my  left  hand,  I  certainly  did  not  exfod 
any  singnlar  pleasure  to-day ;  and  yet  I  had  the  great  and  unex- 
pected one  of  seeing  your  nephew,  who^  though  another,  is  a  true 
Sir  Horace.  He  had  called  here  a  few  days  ago,  when  I  was  aUe 
to  see  soaroely  anybody;  and,  not  being  expected,  he  was  not 
admitted.  I  was  heartily  chagrined,  and  did  not  know  whither  to 
send  to  him.  He  was  so  kind  as  to  come  again  to-day,  when  you 
may  be  sure  he  was  not  refused.  As  I  can  only  dictate,  I  must 
retrench  a  thousand  things  I  would  say;  but  one  word  will  paint 
my  contentment  with  him.  He  loves  you  as  much  as  he  would 
haye  loyed  lus  ftiher,  if  he  had  known  him  as  wdL  Indeed,  it  is 
flie  same  thing:  as  I  told  him,  there  were  two  you's  or  two  he's. 
Your  nephew  says  he  would  not  but  yisit  you  every  year  for  the 
world,  which  you  may  be  sure  I  did  not  discourage ;  though  I  must 
naturally  wish  just  the  reverse,  t.  e.  that  you  should  visit  him,  at 
least  for  once.  He  tells  me  you  are  very  plump  and  portly,  and  in 
most  admirable  health.  Poor  young  man  I  he  had  a  little  gout  in 
one  foot,  and  I  presented  but  a  sad  perspective  to  him.  But  I 
begged  him  not  to  bring  the  gout  into  lus  stomach,  by  being  per- 
suaded to  keep  it  out  by  strong  wines.  Though  I  have  been  so 
often  afflicted  by  severe  fits  for  these  twenty  years,  I  never  had  it 
but  one  half  hour  in  my  head,  and  never  once  in  my  stomach.  In 
this  fit,  though  I  kept  my  bed  within  three  days  of  a  month,  per- 
spired immoderately  and  almost  constantly,  yet  I  drank  nothing  but 
cold  water  the  whole  time ;  and  every  morning  as  soon  as  I  wake, 
have  my  &oe  and  neck  washed  with  cold  water.  No  fit  ever  came 
so  rapidly  and  regularly,  nor  went  off  more  kindly — ^thanks  to  the 
bootikins,  and  to  cold  water  and  air;  which  two  last,  I  am  persuaded 
by  long  experience,  will  never  hurt  me,  though  very  likely  my  system 
would  kill  a  Hercules,  who  all  his  life  kept  up  a  fiery  furnace  in  hia 


1778.]  TO  Snt  HORAGX  MAKIT.  161 


stomach*  For  your  nephew,  lie  aeems  to  have  acquired  the  only 
thing  he  wanted,  and  whioh  was  yery  excosable  to  want  at  his  age» 
— prudence.  And  he  feels  it  still  more  on  your  acoonnt  than 
his  owiL 

I  beg  the  nation^  but  not  yonr  pardon,  for  indulging  myself  in 
giying  the  precedence  to  your  nephew. — ^Now  for  the  other. 

Our  Parliament  opened  yesterday.  The  Speech  did  not  display 
yery  promising  prospects,  but  the  debates  and  eyents  in  neither 
House  were  remarkable:  prodigious  bickerings  were  expected 
between  generals,  admirals,  commissioners,  and  Ministers ;  but 
some  of  the  points  in  contestation  were  alone  touched,  and  nothing 
probed,  though  probably  only  deferred. 

It  is  said  and  belieyed,  that  Sir  Harry  Olinton  had  embarked  a 
body  of  troops  for  our  West  Indian  Islands,  but  has  disembarked 
fhem  again ;  so  the  merchants  concerned  in  those  islands  are  in  the 
highest  alarms.  Spain,  I  doubt,  grows  less  and  less  to  be  depended 
upon ;  and  the  French  party  in  Holland  haye  carried  some  strong 
questions  against  our  seizure  of  their  ships,  though  we  haye  ofiered 
reasonable  indenmification.  In  short,  I  haye  neither  good  news  nor 
good  prognostics  to  send  you.  All  these  things  are  public ;  and 
secrets  I  should  not  utter  eyen  to  you  at  this  distance,  if  I  knew  any. 

You  shall  hear  a^ain  as  soon  as  I  am  able  to  write,  or  sooner  if 
fhere  is  anything  material  to  send  you.  Your  nephew  will  help  me 
out ;  though  in  the  hurry  of  a  fre^  aniyal,  and  with  his  attendance 
on  Parliament,*  you  cannot  justly  expect  him  to  be  yery  punctual 
at  first,  till  he  is  got  en  train :  howeyer,  I  am  sure  his  heart  will  not 
let  him  be  remiss.    Adieu ! 


1777.    TO  SIB  HORACE  MAK9. 

ArUngkm  Street,  Dee,  18, 177& 

HAyiNo  so  many  lonely  yacant  hours  (if  pain  leayes  yacancy),  I 
should  seem  unpardonable  in  haying  left  such  a  chasm  in  our  corre- 
spondence, when  I  know  you  are  extremely  impatient  for  news. 
Solitary  hours,  to  be  sure,  I  haye  had  innumerable,  eyen  in  my  best 
intenrals ;  for  fashion  has  pushed  the  day  so  far  into  the  nigh^  that 
I  haye  been  forced  to  conform  my  sick  regularity  a  little  to  the 
watches  of  the  town,  and  dine  later  than  I  choose,  or  dine  in  public  r 

'  Sir  Hoiftoe  Mium  the  yomiger  was  member  for  Maiditone.— >Cv>nxeHAM. 
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for  nobody  wH  make  me  a  moniing's  Tiait  before  two  in  the  after- 
noon, nor  leave  me  to  go  home  to  dress  for  dinner  before  four-  l^ieyr 
come  not  again  till  eight  or  nine  at  nig^t^  whea  they  would  keep 
me  out  of  bed  till  twelve,  if  I  would  let  them. 

But  I  have  had  more  grievQQS  reasons  for  net  writing ;  tho^h 
free  from  pain  for  this  week,  I  have  not  yet  at  all  recovered  the  nse 
of  my  light  hand.  But  I  have  had  a  more  serious  and  more 
dangerous  complaint^  and  the  consequenoe  of  my  gout;  such  a 
weakness  in  my  breast,  that  an  inflanuAation  on  it  was  apprehendedf 
and  I  was  absolutely  forbiddem  to  see  company,  or  even  speal^  which 
J  mustdo  to  dictate.  This  codicil  to  my  gout,  I  confoss,  was  owing 
to  this  my  second  childhood ;  in  shorty  my  spirits  ran  away  with  n^e, 
imd  I  talked  without  ceasing.  Even  a  child  is  cunning  enough  to 
make  excuses :  mine  was,  that  I  could  have  gone  about  the  town  for 
three  days  without  speaking  three  words,  for  I  night  not  have  m^ 
with  three  persons  to  whopi  I  wished  to  speak ;  but  in  my  own 
room,  where  I  see  nobody  but  those  I  choose  to  see,  and  many 
friends  whom  I  had  not  seen  for  six  months,  one  must  have  the 
continent  tongue  of  Lord  Aberoom  *  to  be  sileni  Well  I  I  am 
recovered  of  thai  danger,  and  am  recovering  of  aU  the  rest;  and 
you  shall  now  hear  no  more  of  me,  who  am  not  poUtics,  which  are 
what  you  want  to  know. 

Of  them  I  know  not  what  to  write.  The  Parliament  is  unshakeni 
though  it  has  had  rough  concussions.  The  rash  proclamation  in 
America  alarmed  much,  and  I  fear  will  have  bitter  consequences : 
but  all  is  swallowed  up  by  the  new  court-martial  on  Admiral 
Keppel ;  as  rash  an  act  in  its  kind,  and  the  deed,  it  is  said,  of  that 
black  man  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  alone.  Its  consequences  may  be  many, 
various,  and  &tal ;  but  I  neither  love  to  foresee,  nor  to  spread  mis- 
fortunes of  my  country,  when  my  letter  must  pass  through  the 
ordeal  of  as  many  hostile  post-houses  as  formerly  gallant  lacBes 
passed  over  burning  plopgh-sharee, — ^let  us  talk  rather  of  gabnU 
ladies — ^but  no,  I  hate  scandal ;  and,  besides,  our  greatest  dames  are 
no  longer  gallant,  but  errant  street-walkers,  and  I  have  never  pro- 
mised to  send  you  the  register  of  Doctors'  Oommons :  our  news- 
writers  are  the  proper  secretaries  of  that  tribunal,  and  can  scarcely 
outstrip  the  truth. 

What  I  have  long  apprehended  is  on  the  point  of  conclusion,  thQ 


'  Jftmai  Hamilton,  eighth  Earl  of  Aberoom,  remaikahle  for  his  tooiiuniiy.— 
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tile  of  tlie  piotwoB  at  Hbiigktott  The  mad  master  bat  aeni  his  final 
deiaand  of  for(y-fiye  thomapd  pounda  for  fliem  to  the  Emjness  of 
RoBsiay  at  the  same  time  that  he  has  been  what  he  ealU  improving 
Uie  outside  of  the  house ;  boita  !  Thus  end  aU  my  yisions  about 
Houghton,  which  I  neyer  will  am,  though  I  moat  go  thither  at  last ; 
nor,  if  I  can  help  it,  think  of  more. 

Your  old  aequaintanee,  Mr.  Worseley/  is  dead,  and  in  a  shocldng 
way  to  ns  modems,  though  h  la  JSomaiHe :  he  had  such  dreadful 
internal  complaints,  that  he  determined  to  starve  himself  and  for 
flie  four  last  days  tasted  ezaotly  nothing. 

My  newly  reoorered  voioe  will  not  permit  me  to  dictate:  your 
nephew  and  the  newspaper  can  tell  you  as  much  more  as  I  could. 
If  I  have  any  judgmisnti  which  I  doubt,  the  tragedy  is  coming 
rather  to  the  fifth  act  than  to  the  conclusion.  Hitherto  the  drama 
has  been  canied  on  by  relation,  or — ^behind  the  scenes ;  now  the 
di^imitfifMn^  may  be  on  ihe  stage.    Adieul    I  am  quite  tized. 


177S.    TO  LADT  BBOWKl. 

AHingion  Sired,  Dec  18, 1778. 

Mt  not  writing  with  my  own  hand,  to  thank  your  Ladyship  for 
your  very  obligrng  letter,  is  the  worst  symptom  that  remains  with  me. 
Madam :  all  pain  and  swelling  are  gone ;  and  I  hope  in  a  day  or 
two  to  get  a  glove  even  on  my  right  hand,  and  to  walk  with  help 
into  the  next  room  by  the  end  of  next  week.  I  did,  I  confess,  see  a 
great  deal  too  much  company  too  early  ;  and  was  such  an  old  child 
as  to  prattle  abundantly,  till  I  was  forced  to  shut  myself  up  for  a 
week  and  see  nobody ;  but  I  am  quite  recovered,  and  the  emptiness 
of  the  town  will  soon  preserve  me  firom  any  excesses. 

I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  hear  your  Ladyship  finds  so  much  benefit 
from  the  air.  I  own  I  thought  you  looked  ill  the  last  time  I  had  the 
honour  of  seeing  you ;  and  though  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  talk  with 
so  much  satisfaction  of  a  country  life,  I  am  not  selfish  enough  to 
wish  you  to  leave  Tusmore  a  day  before  your  health  is  quite  re* 
established,  nor  to  envy  Mr.  Fermor  so  agreeable  an  addition  to  lus 
society  and  charming  seai 

Poor  liady  Albemarle  is  indeed  very  miserable  and  foil  of  ap- 
prehensions ;  though  the  incredible  aeal  of  the  navy  for  Admiral 

*  James  Woneley,  Mstl^ir  of  the  Board  of  Wozki.— WALtobs. 
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Kcppel  orowiiB  him  with  glory,  and  the  indignatiim  of  manlrind,  and 
the  exeoratLon  of  Sir  Hugh,  add  to  the  triumph.  Indeed,  I  still 
think  Lady  Albemarle's  fears  may  be  well  founded:  some  slur 
may  be  procured  on  her  son ;  and  his  own  bad  nerves,  and  worse 
eonstitation,  may  not  be  able  to  stand  agitation  and  suspense. 

Lady  Blandford  has  had  a  oold,  but  I  hear  is  well  again,  and  has 
generally  two  tables.  She  will  be  a  loss  indeed  to  all  her  friends, 
and  to  hundreds  more ;  but  she  oannot  be  immortal,  nor  would  be  if 
she  could. 

The  writings  are  not  yet  signed.  Madam,  for  my  house,  but  I  am 
in  no  doubt  of  having  it ;  yet  I  shall  not  think  of  going  into  it  till 
the  spring;  as  I  oannot  enjoy  this  year's  gout  in  it,  and  will  not 
venture  catching  a  codioil,  by  going  backwards  and  forwards  to  it 
before  it  is  aired. 

I  know  no  particular  news,  but  that  Lord  Bute  was  thought  in 
great  danger  yesterday ;  I  have  heard  nothing  of  him  to-day.  I  do 
not  know  even  a  match,  but  of  some  that  are  going  to  be  divorced ; 
the  fate  of  one  of  the  latter  is  to  be  turned  into  an  exaltation,  and  is 
treated  by  her  family  and  friends  in  quite  a  new  style,  to  the  dis- 
comfit of  all  prudery.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  Lord  Lansdowne's 
lines  in  the  room  in  the  Tower  where  my  fother  had  been  confined. 

Some  hXL  lo  hixd,  ih^  bound  tad  rlie  again. 

Methinks,  however,  it  is  a  little  hard  on  Lord  (George  G^rmaine, 
that  in  four  months  after  seeing  a  Duchess  of  Dorset,  he  may  see  a 
Lord  Middlesex  too ;  for  so  old  the  egg  is  said  to  be,  that  is  already 
prepared.  If  this  trade  goes  on,  half  the  peeresses  will  have  two 
eldest  SODS  with  both  fothers  alive  at  the  same  time.  Lady  Holder- 
nesse  expresses  nothing  but  grief  and  willingness  to  receive  her 
daughter  *  again  on  any  terms,  which  probably  will  happen ;  for 
the  daughter  has  already  opened  her  eyes,  is  sensible  of  her  utter 
ruin,  and  has  written  to  Lord  Carmarthen  and  Madam  Cordon, 
acknowledging  her  guilt,  and  b^ging  to  be  remembered  only  with 
pity,  which  is  sufficient  to  make  one  pity  her. 

I  would  beg  pardon  for  so  long  a  letter,  but  your  Ladyship  desired 

*  Amelia  D'Arcj,  Baroneai  Conyen,  daughter  of  Robert,  fourth  Earl  of  Holdemeaee, 
the  patron  of  Maeon.  She  iraa  bom  12  October,  1754,  married  the  Maninia  of 
Carmarthen,  29  Nor.,  1778,  and  snooeeded  her  fitUier  in  1778  as  Baroneea  Oonjeia 
in  her  own  right  She  eloped  with  Captain  John  Byron,  eldeet  son  of  Admiral 
Byron,  and  father  of  the  great  poet»  and  in  May  1779  was  di?oroed  from  the  Maiqnlsi 
-^urauoHAX. 


ms^  TO  LABT  BROWNl.  lU 

inteUigenoe,  and  I  know  a  long  letter  fix>m  London  is  not  nnoom- 
fortable  at  ChristnuuSy  even  in  the  most  oomfivrtable  house  in  the 
country.  Perhaps  my  own  forced  idleness  has  a  little  contributed  to 
lengthen  it;  still Ihope  it  implies  great  readiness  to  obeyyour  Lady- 
ship's commands^  in  your  most  obedient  humble  servant 


im.    TO  LADT  BBOWNE.> 

I  AM  much  obliged  to  your  Ladyship,  and  certainly  could  not  take 
anything  ill  that  was  accident^  but  I  own  I  neyer  suffered  more  un- 
easiness in  my  life.  I  was  in  pain  and  not  well ;  the  heat  ot  the 
evening,  the  fatigue  of  playing  so  long  at  whist^  and  with  three 
persons  I  had  never  spoken  to  in  my  hfe,  and  the  lameness  of  my 
hand,  made  me  ready  to  faint,  and  I  went  home  in  a  fever,  and  got 
BO  sleep  for  some  hours.  But  I  beg  your  Ladyship  will  never  name 
it  to  Lady  Egremont,  who  was  extremely  civil  and  obliging ;  but  I 
will  take  care  never  to  be  in  such  a  scrape  again,  which  was  too 
much  for  my  weakness.  I  will  certainly  call  on  your  Ladyship  on 
Monday — ^I  suppose  by  half  an  hour  after  six. 


1780.    TO  LADT  BBOWKB.* 

Your  Ladjrship  is  exceedingly  kind  in  all  your  different  attentions. 
I  am  indeed  very  low,  for  these  frequent  attacks  shake  my  nerves  so 
much,  that  ereiy  fit,  great  or  small,  makes  them  worse ;  and  they 
oome  80  often,  ihat  I  have  not  time  to  recover ;  but  nobody  is  to  be 
pitied  in  comparison  to  Mrs.  Stapleton ;  nor  has  anybody  deserved 
misfortune  and  ill  usage  so  little.  I  hope  she  will  wrap  herself  up 
in  her  own  virtues,  and  do,  what  never  was  so  justifiable,  think  only 
of  herself.  I  beg,  if  you  see  her,  your  Ladye^p  will  tell  her  how 
▼eiy  high  my  regard  for  her  is.  I  hope  she  has  friends  in  her  own 
family  who  will  know  how  to  value  her — ^the  Grenvilles  did  not 
deserve  her. 

'  Now  fint  published. — CovvnioHAic 
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Afimglm  Stmi,  Jke.  U,  im. 

It  was  an  additioiial  mortififlation  to  my  iDnesiy  mj  Lotrd*  that  I 
was  not  able  to  thank  your  Lordship  wtfh  my  own  hand  finr  the 
honenr  of  yonr  letter,  and  fer  your  goodness  in  remembering  an  old 
man,  who  most  with  reason  consider  himsdf  as  forgotten,  when  he 
never  was  ot  importance,  and  is  now  almost  nseleas  to  hJmsdt 
Frequent  severe  fits  of  the  gout  have  a  good  deal  disabled  me  firom 
parsiiing  the  trifling  studies  in  which  I  could  pretend  to  know  any- 
thing; or  at  least  have  given  me  an  indifference,  that  makes  me  less 
ready  in  answering  qnefitions  than  Imay  have  been  formerly ;  and  as 
my  papers  are  in  the  country,  whither  at  present  I  am  not  able  to  go, 
I  foar  I  can  give  but  unsatis&ctoiy  replies  to  your  Lordship's 
queries. 

The  two  very  curious  pictures  of  'King  James  and  his  Queen'  (I 
cannot  recollect  whether  the  third  or  fourth  of  the  name,  but  I  know 
that  she  was  a  princess  of  Sweden  or  Denmark,  and  that  her  arms 
are  on  her  portrait,)  were  at  the  palace  at  Kensington,  and  I 
imagine  are  there  still.  I  had  obtained  leave  from  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain to  have  drawings  made  of  them,  and  Mr.  Wale  actually  began 
them  for  me ;  but  he  made  sudi  slow  progress,  and  I  was  so  called 
off  from  the  thought  of  them  by  indispositions  and  other  avocations, 
that  they  were  never  finished ;  and  Mr.  Wale  may,  perhaps,  still 
have  the  b^iinnings  he  made. 

At  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  at  Haidwicke,  there  is  a  valuable 
fliough  poorly  painted  picture  of  James  Y.  and  Mary  of  Guise,  his 
second  queen :  it  is  remarkable  from  the  great  resemblance  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Soots  to  her  &ther ;  I  mean  in  Lord  Morton's  picture  of 
her,  and  in  the  image  of  her  on  her  tomb  at  Westminster,  which 
agree  together,  and  which  I  take  to  be  the  genuine  likeness.  I  have 
doubts  on  Lord  Burlington's  picture,  and  on  Dr.  Mead's.  The  nose  in 
both  is  thicker,  and  also  fuller  at  bottom  than  on  the  tomb ;  though 
it  is  a  little  supported  by  her  coins. 

*  Dftvid  atcwiri  InkliM^  ekrvnth  Bill  of  Boehan,  weU  known  to  ereiy  ntdfir  of 
LoekhKt'f'LilbofSooU.'  HedMlnlSS9,al«li6agoof  tighty-MTen.— CinvuroiLUL 

*  Tho  portnito  m  thoM  of  Jamoi  tlie  Third  of  Scotland  (thovgli  commonly  odled 
Jamot  tho  Yonrth)  and  hit  qvon,  a  princaaa  of  Denmaik.  They  an  now  (1S67)  al 
Hampton  Court,  bat  wfll  be  hnng  in  fntore  (it  ia  lald)  in  Hdlynod.  Thi&y  an  wcU 
pkoiagraphed  In  tlie  gnat  woik  of  Oolnac^  and  Agnow,  illiitiatin  of  ths  Aii- 
Tnaauii  SihiUtlon  al  Manrinitar  in  1857«— OuauiaaAM. 
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Thne  10  a  miioh  finer  portrait  indeady  aa  aamUent  haad  of  tlia 
Lady  Hargaiet  Douj^  at  Mr.  Oartoret'a  at  Hawnes  in  Bedford- 
shire (the  late  Lord  Granyille's).  It  is  a  yerj  shrewd  oonnte- 
muMe,  and  at  the  same  time  with  great  goodness  of  oharaeter.  Lord 
Soarboroagfa  has  a  good  piotarer  in  the  sfyle  of  Holbein  at  leasts  of 
Queen  Margaret  Ttidory  daughter  of  Henry  YII.1  and  of  her  seoond 
or  third  husband  (for,  if  I  donH  mistake,  sho  had  three) ;  but,  in- 
deedy  my  Lord,  these  things  are  m  mock  eat  of  my  memory  at  pre- 
senty  tlmt  I  speak  with  great  difSdenoe.  I  oannot  even  reeoUeet 
anything  else  to  your  Lorddiq/s  purpose ;  but  I  flatter  myself  that 
these  imperfect  notices  will  at  least  be  a  testimony  of  my  readiness 
to  obey  yonr  Lordship's  commands,  as  that  I  am,  with  great  reqpecti 
my  Lotdf  juaw  Lordfiiiip's  obedient  hnmble  servant 


1782.    fO  IDWASD  OIBBOF,  SIQ. 

I  HAYB  gone  through  your  Inquisitor's  attack,'  and  am  &r  from 
being  dear  that  it  desonres  yonr  giving  yourself  the  trouble  of  an 
answer,  as  neither  the  detail  nor  the  result  affects  your  argument  So 
&r  from  it,  many  of  his  reproofii  are  levelled  at  your  haying  quoted 
a  wrong  page ;  he  confessing  often  that  what  you  have  cited  is  in  the 
attflMT  lefened  to,  bat  not  precisely  in  the  individual  spot  If  St 
Peter  ia  attoaded  by  a  corrector  of  the  press,  yon  will  certainly  never 
be  admitted  where  he  is  a  porter.  I  send  you  my  copy,  because  I 
scribbled  my  remarks.  I  do  not  send  them  with  the  impertment 
presumption  of  suggesting  a  hint  to  you,  but  to  prove  I  did  not 
grudge  the  troubla  of  going  through  such  a  book  when  you  desired 
it,  and  to  show  how  little  struck  me  as  of  any  weight 

r  have  set  down  nothing  m  your  imputed  plagiarisms ;  for,  if  they 
are  so,  no  argumeoii  that  has  ever  been  employed  must  be  used 
again,  even  whese  the  passage  necessary  is  applied  to  a  different 
purpose.  An  author  is  not  allowed  to*  be  master  of  his  own  works ; 
but  by  Davis's  new  law,  the  first,  person  that  cites  him  would  be  so. 
You  probably  k)oked  into  Middleten,  Dodwell,  &c. ;  had  the  same 

^  '  An  EwniiwUoB  of  the  VUleMith  and  SlxUaitfi  Qkapicn  of  Mi.  OibboA'« 
HiiUny  of  the  DecUn»uid  Fall  of  tha  Bomaa  Bmpin.  By  Heniy  Edward  Davia,  B.A., 
of  BaUol  College,  Ozlbrd.'  He  waa  a  natiye  of  WMmr,  and.  ia  belieyed  to  ha«a 
■aaatPid  a  imaanl  from  Qeoiia  tka  Wbtd  fur  tUi  pradaalioai—  WapaaT. 
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refleoiaons  on  the  same  oireomstanoes,  or  oonoeived  them  so  as  to  re- 
collect  them,  without  remembering  what  suggested  them.  Is  this 
plagiarism  ?  If  it  is,  Davis  and  such  cavillers  might  go  a  short  step 
further,  and  insist  that  an  author  should  peruse  every  work  ante- 
cedently written  on  every  subject  at  all  collateral  to  his  own — not  to 
assist  him,  but  to  be  sure  to  avoid  every  material  touched  by  his 
predecessors. 

I  will  make  but  one  remark  on  such  divine  champions.  Davis 
and  his  prototypes  tell  you  Middleton,  Ac,  have  used  the  same  ob- 
jections, and  they  have  been  confuted :  anmoermg^  in  the  theologio 
dictionary,  signifying  mmfiMng ;  no  matter  whether  there  is  sense* 
argument,  truth,  in  the  answer  or  not. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  thiok  ridicule  is  the  only  answer  such  a  work 
is  entitled  to.  The  ablest  answer  which  you  can  make  (which 
would  be  the  ablest  answer  that  could  be  made)  would  never  have 
any  authority  with  the  cabal,  yet  would  allow  a  sort  of  dignity  to  the 
author.  His  patrons  will  always  maintain  that  he  vanquished  you, 
unless  you  made  him  too  ridiculous  for  them  to  dare  to  revive  his 
name.  You  might  divert  yourself,  too,  with  Alma  Mater,  the 
Ghuroh,  employing  a  gat^'tU  to  defend  the  citadel,  while  flie  generals 
repose  in  their  toits.  If  Lrenaeus,  Si  Augustine,  &c.,  did  not  set 
apprentices  and  proselytes  to  combat  Oelsus  and  the  adversaries  of 

the  new  religion but  early^  bishops  had  not  five  or  six  thousand 

pounds  a  year. 

Inshor^dear  Sir,I  wish  you  not  to  lose  your  time;  that  is,  eithet 
not  reply,  or  set  your  mark  on  your  answer,  that  it  may  always  be 
read  wifli  the  rest  of  your  works. 


17SS.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAM  COLB. 

Bkwobmr^  Hill,  Jan.  8, 1779. 

At  last,  after  ten  weeks,  I  have  been  able  to  remove  hither,  in 
hopes  change  of  air  and  the  firost  will  assist  my  recovery;  though  I 
am  not  one  of  those  ancients  that  forget  the  rq;ister,  and  think  they 
are  to  be  as  well  as  ever  afl;er  every  fit  (tf  iUness.  As  yet  I  can 
barely  creep  about  the  room  in  the  middle  ci  the  day. 

I  have  made  my  Printer  (now  my  secretary)  copy  out  the  rest  of 
Mr.  Baker's  Life;  fer  my  own  hand  will  barely  serve  to  write 
necessary  letters,  and  complains  even  of  them.  If  you  know  of  any 
very  tmsty  person  passing  between  London  and  Cambridge;,  I  would 


lVt9.]  TO  THB  BBY.  MR.  OOLE  K>9 

send  it  to  you,  but  should  not  care  to  trust  it  by  the  coach,  nor  to 
any  giddy  undergraduate  that  comes  to  town  to  see  a  play ;  and, 
besides^  I  mean  to  return  you  your  own  notes.  I  will  say  no  more 
tiian  I  have  said  in  my  apology  to  you  for  the  manner  in  which  I 
haye  written  this  life.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Baker  himself,  I  am 
confident  you  will  find  that  I  have  done  fiiU  justice  to  his  work  and 
character.  I  do  not  expect  you  to  approve  the  inferences  I  draw 
against  some  other  persons ;  and  yet,  if  his  conduct  was  meritorious, 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  excuse  those  who  were  active  after  doing  what 
he  would  not  do.  You  will  not  understand  this  sentence  till  you 
have  seen  the  life. 

I  hope  you  have  not  been  untiled  or  unpaled  by  the  tempest  on 
New-year's  morning.'  I  have  lost  two  beautiful  elms  in  a  row  before 
my  windows  here,  and  had  the  skylight  demolished  in  town.  Lady 
Pomfiref  s  Gothic  house  in  my  street  lost  one  of  the  stone  towers,  like 
those  at  Sing's  Chapel,  and  it  was  beaten  through  the  roofl  The  top 
of  our  cross,  too,  at  Ampthill  was  thrown  down,  as  I  hear  from  Lady 
Ossory  this  morning.  I  remember  to  have  been  told  that  Bishop 
Kidder  and  his  wife  were  killed  in  their  bed  in  the  palace  at 
Oloucester  in  1709,'  and  yet  his  heirs  were  sued  for  dilapidations. 

Lord  de  Ferrers,*  who  deserres  his  ancient  honours,  is  going  to 
lepair  the  castle  at  Tamworth,  and  has  fiattered  me  that  he  will 
consult  me.  He  has  ayiolent  passion  for  ancestry — and,  conse- 
quently, I  trust  will  not  stake  the  patrimony  of  the  Ferrarii, 
Townshends,  and  Comptons,  at  the  hazard-table.  A  little  pride 
would  not  hurt  our  nobility,  cock  and  hen.  Adieu,  dear  Sir  I  send 
me  a  good  account  of  younelfl    Youxs  erer. 

*  On  the  mofning  of  the  lii  of  Jamitiy,  1779,  London  wm  Tiaited  bj  one  of  the 
most  Tiolent  tempests  e?er  known.  Bowoelj  »  pnbUe  bnUding  in  the  metaropoUs 
eeeeped  without  dmrnnge. — Wbigb*. 

*  Thb  memoimUe  storm  here  ellnded  to  took  plaoe  la  Korember,  1708,  end  Bishop 
Kidder  end  his  hidy  perished  in  their  bed  al  the  epiaeopel  pelMO  at  W^Ua,  by  the 
fiUl  of  a  staek  of  ehimneys.  They  were  printely  interred  in  the  oathedral ;  and  one 
of  his  daughters,  dying  single^  direeted  by  her  wiU  a  monnment  to  be  ereeted  for  her 
parents. — Wmohy. 

>  B4ihni,  sixth  Eari  Ferrers.  He  had  Jnst  sneeeeded  to  the  title,  by  the  death  of 
his  brother  Washington,  Tioeadmiial  of  the  bine,  who  had  began  to  rebuild  the 
mansion  of  Stanton-Harold,  in  Leioestershlre,  aonording  to  a  plan  of  his  own,  and 
Ured  to  see  it  near^  inished.— Wneas. 
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Sfraufberry  HiR^  Jan.  8, 1779. 

YoTJB  Ladyship  may  be  sniprised  at  my  dating  hence,  till  you  know 
my  reasons.  I  mended  so  slowly  in  town  that  I  hoped  change  of  air 
would  do  better ;  but  I  moved  with  as  much  circumspection  as  if 
General  Washington  was  watching  me.  I  took  the  air  four  times  in 
Hyde  Park,  before  I  began  my  march,  and  had  this  house  baked  for 
a  week  previously,  and  stayed  for  the  frost.  All  these  precautions 
have  answered,  negatively,  that  is,  I  have  not  suffered.  I  move  but 
from  the  Bed  to  the  Blue  room,  and  cannot  walk  even  those  three 
yards  yet ;  but  my  spirits  are  better,  which  alwajrs  flag  when  the 
Ibver  is  quite  gone ;  so  all  my  vivacity  when  I  was  at  the  worst  was 
a  little  light-headed.  In  truth,  I  was  so  weary  of  town,  whicb  is  a 
desert,  and  saw  so  very  few  people  for  the  last  week,  that  I  could 
not  bear  ii  I  had  no  books  or  papers,  or  dogs  or  cats  to  amuse  me, 
80  I  was  swaddled  up,  and  here  I  am ;  if  I  had  anything  else  to  say, 
I  would  have  spared  you  this  prefSaoe  on  myself  Madam. 

*  An  taiieiTal  of  %  whole  yctr  hers  oecsn  in  the  correipmiclenee.  It  might  hKw% 
been  emied  1^  the  death  of  UAj  Holland,  which  oeemied  on  the  4tk  Oefeoher,  1778^ 
of  whom  the  following  beentifiil  ehaiaeter  ie  written  bj  Lozd  Omagj : 

"  My  belored  dfter  Hary,  Lady  Holland,  died  on  the  4th  Oct  1778.  I  look  upon 
that  aa  the  eeoond  great  misfortane  of  my  life  (I  mean  in  pdni  of  date)  the  Ileal 
being  the  loea  of  Lord  TaTistoch  in  1797.  Lady  HoUlaad  (I  am  nie  I  speak  withoioi 
prqjndioe)  wae  the  most  amiable  person  that  erer  liTod.  She  posseesed  the  moei 
peHbct  sweetness  of  mannen,  Joined  to  an  ezoeOent  nnderstanding ;  the  most  degant 
person;  bat,  alas  J  too  delioate  a  frames  Hoc  temper  was  the  efinast  I  waa  wnm 
acquainted  with ;  her  heart  the  tenderest  and  most  sincere.  She  had  a  particular 
talent  in  discerning  the  ridicoloos  parts  in  the  character  of  those  she  was  acquainted 
with*  ba*  Defer  in  expoeingi  althoaffh  slio  someUmee  indulged  in  toafthing  npon 
theqi  aoMog  her frienda;  thiasha did  whhininite  hnmoor  and  pkeaantcy.  8h»haA 
a  taste  for  wit  without  possessing  it  in  a  conspicuous  degree;  her  talent  was  rather 
whaft  is  called  hnmear,  ef  seeing  thwoc^and  well  the  follies  of  tha  world.  She  waa 
the  best  wilb  thai  ever  wa%  and  in  th*  most  tiTing  sitoation  that  can  Im  eonoehred 
nothing  could  exceed  her  tenderness  of  attention  to  her  childron,  and  her  afi^ctioa 
to  us,  her  unhappy  bvothen  aiidr  sistera;  her  Wandship  to  a  &w  whoee  happiness  ii 
was  to  1)0  her  friendSb  To  this  tenderness,  which  prompted  her  toi  ran  inynediatelj 
io  the  nursery,  she  owed  her  safsfy,  when  Winiarslow  House  was  burnt  down,  aa 
appears  ftom  the  liDllowing  passege  of  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Qrefille  to  her  daoghter^ 
Mas.  afterwards  lady  Crew%  g^rkig  an  aaeooni  ef  tha  ofent  >— 'Ii  was  happy  for 
Lady  Mary  that  her  first  impulse  was  to  run  to  tha  muaeiy,  for  had  shngpna  her 
usual  way,  and  the  shortest  fkom  the  room,  which  was  the  little  back-staircase  to  the 
library,  die  would  hare  met  all  the  flames.'  She  nerer  applied  sufficiently  to  make 
hoTMlf  perfect  either  in  drawing  or  music,  but  in  both  these  arte  her  taste  was  inimi- 
table, and  her  execution  elegant  and  gracefnl  to  the  last  degree.  Why  should  this 
bright  example  ef  erery  TirUie  hare  Iwen  persecuted  with  the  most  cruel  illness, 
whidi  broui^t  her  to  the  gmre  at  the  age  of  88  f "— B.  Yaavov  Smith. 


tm.)  TO  rav  cooKTSB  or  oimoht.  iti 

The  year  oommenoed,  indeed,  wifh  a  yery  significant  tempest :  I 
grieye  for  the  Gross  at  Ampthill,  but  if  storms  haye  any  meaning,  I 
belieye  they  do  not  oome  to  giye  faints  to  indiyidnals,  but  to  nations. 
That  <m  the  New  Year's  morning  was  a  yery  general  deolarationi 
and  legible  from  Arlington  Street  to  this  jdaoe.  The  road  was 
irtrewed  wifli  tiles,  pales,  fariek%  and  tress.  I  oouited  seyen  of  the 
latter  down,  two  entire  gaxden-waUs  at  Bmitford,  as  Mr.  Whit- 
ehnreh's  and  Mr.  SVranks's  are  here.  My  drf light  was  demolished 
In  town,  and  here  I  haye  lost  two  beaatifbl  ebns  in  a  Une  wifli  ihis 
bow-window.  Lady  Jersey  wenid  not  grieye  more  if  she  had  lost 
two  of  her  pretty  foi^teetL  One  of  the  stone  Gothio  towers  at  Lady 
Pomfret^s  honse  (now  sinj^i&^qweoh  Hamiltoii's)  in  my  street  fell 
through  the  roc^,  and  not  a  thought  of  it  remains.  Tbere  were  only 
two  inaids  in  the  house,  who  luokily  lay  baokwards ;  but  the  greatest 
ruin  is  at  my  nephew  Dysart^s  at  Ham,  where  fiye-and-thirty  of  the 
old  elms  are  Uown  down.  I  think  it  no  loss,  as  I  hope  now  one 
shall  see  the  riyer  from  the  house.  He  neyer  would  out  a  twig  to 
eee  the  most  beautiftd  scene  upon  earth. 

Don't  you  like  the  remonstnnoe  of  the  twelye  Admirals  P  and  did 
you  ezpeet  a  rebellion  in  Wales  f  The  ICnisters  are  not  luoky  in 
their  attempts  to  raise  a  reyenue ;  nor,  indeed,  in  raising  anything 
but  rebellions.  I  begin  to  think  we  shall  reyert  into  a  Heptarohy.  I 
was  diyerted  last  week  wifli  a  speeoli  of  Lord  Townshend :  he  was 
eoming  out  of  Lord  North's  leyee  where  he  had  whried  some  feyour, 
and  met  an  aoquaintanoe  goiiig  in.  '^  Well,"  said  he,  ''what  are 
you  going  (o  askf  The  person  was  shy :  **  Come,  oome»"  said  flie 
Viscount,  '<I  am  sore  you  want  something :  here,  111  lend  you  my 
pistols." 

Ton  certainly  laug^  at  me,  Madam,  when  you  propose  my  writing 
Ibf  you  to  Ourtius.  I  haye  not  Us  direction  here,  or  would  send  it 
to  you ;  but  to  be  sure  a  letter  for  him  to  be  left  at  his  printer^s 
would  do. 

I  intend  returning  to  the  capital  on  Tuesday,  if  I  am  able  to  go 
abroad ;  er  else  shall  stay  here,  where  I  haye  more  comforts,  and  can 
diyert  myidf  better  than  waiting  for  accidental  yisits ;  for  I  make  a 
nde  neyer  to  ask  anybody  to  come  to  me,  wfaioh  is  intercepting  them 
from  sometiiing  they  would  Kke  better ;  if  I  end  in  my  arm-chaiii 
it  diall  be  a  punishment  to  nobody  else. 


yok  jtu 
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178S.    TO  SIB  HORAOX  MAHK. 

Sirawberry  HiU,  Jan.  5, 1779. 

Old  women,  our  only  lemaixuiig  piophetB,  except  the  Oppoailian 
and  a  little  common  aenaey  prognoatioate  great  woes  for  the  coming 
year,  from  the  omens  of  its  first  day.  A  tempest  at  the  instant  of 
the  new  year  made  terrible  hayoc  of  tiles,  ehimnejrs,  and  trees ;  and 
at  night  great  part  of  Chreenwich  Hospital  was  bumi  I  doubt 
casualties  will  not  be  the  sole  completion  of  the  augury.  There  is 
actually  great  apprehension  for  Jamaica,  or,  at  least,  some  of  the 
West  Indian  Islands.  I  believe  there  are  no  eggs  laid  for  achieve- 
ments on  our  side,  but  some  for  discontent  The  trial  of  Admiral 
Keppel  18  most  unpopular,  especially  with  his  own  profession.  Lord 
flawke  and  deven  other  Admirals  have  j»«sented  to  the  King  a 
remonstrance  against  the  precedent,  on  the  lateness  of  the  complaint, 
on  the  impropriety  of  it  as  subjecting  Oommanders-in-Chief  to  the 
uncertainty  of  opinion,  and  on  the  precipitation  of  the  Admiralty  in 
ordering  the  triaL  A  draft  of  the  Bemonstrance  was  shown  to 
Mr.  Keppel  himself;  he  tore  it,  and  desired  it  might  not  be  pre- 
sented. This  did  him  great  honour,  but  did  not  prevent  the  deliveiy. 
I  should  think  the  Parliament  would  meet  again  in  cloudy  weather, 
though  they  may  vote  it  is  foir. 

I  came  hither  on  New  Tear's  Day  to  try  change  of  weather,  as 
I  mend  very  slowly,  or  not  at  alL  •  In  truth,  I  expect  but  little 
melioration.  My  natoral  weakness,  with  so  many  attacks,  so  much 
gout  in  my  constitution,  and  sixty-one— no  elastic  age,  make 
me  conclude  that  I  shall  not  pass  much  of  my  remaining  time 
out  (tf  my  own  houses.  It  is  a  doom  I  shall  not  straggle  with :  I 
have  no  idea  of  forcing  a  helpless  skeleton  upon  other  people,  nor 
can  see  myself  but  what  I  am.  It  seems  strange  to  me  that  so 
many  decrepit  cardinals  should  have  accepted  the  tiara,  when  they 
were  as  likely  to  be  buried  as  crowned. 

I  shall  carry  this  letter  to  town  with  me  to*morrow,  and  add  any 
news,  if  I  hear  any  before  Friday.  I  mig^t,  from  the  little  I  had 
to  say,  have  waited  till  the  Parliament  met  next  week ;  but  it  seems 
as  if  I  had  not  written  to  you  for  some  time.  Your  nephew,  I 
conclude,  is  out  of  town,  for  I  have  seen  him  but  the  once  I  told  you. 
But  I  am  still  more  impatient  to  hear  from  you  again,  as  your  last 
left  you  with  remains  of  fever     I  know  you  are  not  rash,  and  know 
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how  to  manage  youraelf  in  fevers;  but  you  haye  not  good  Dr.  Coochi 
to  wateh  jon,  and  I  have  no  opinion  of  Italian  Galens.  I  think,  too, 
that  there  was  low-spirited  aooent  in  jovar  style,  but  trust  it  was  the 
effect  of  the  times.  I  impute  to  that  habit  an  expression,  which, 
though  the  effusion  of  your  friendship  and  tenderness  for  me,  I  must 
reclaim  against  You  say,  yon  hve  and  adore  me.  Jesus !  my  dear 
Sir  I  What  an  object  of  adoration  t  You  put  me  in  mind  of  what 
I  have  read  in  msfsne  traveller,  who,  viewing  some  Indian  temple 
that  blazed  with  gold  and  jewels,  was  at  last  introduced  into  the 
$an€ium9(mehntmf  where  behind  the  veil  sat  the  object  of  worship — 
an  old  baboon  I  and,  peihaps,  ipoot  pug's  inside,  as  well  as  out,  was 
£Eurer  than  minet 

I  have  no  news  to  add:  all  eyes  are  now  <m  Portsmouth, 
where  the  trial  hegtai  yesterday.  Prudence  is  not  gone  thither,  nor 
had  any  hand  in  the  business :  but  she  has  been  out  of  feshion  for 
some  time ;  and  her  mimic.  Cunning,  does  not  act  her  part  with 
SQcoess.    Adieu  I ' 


17S6.    TO  TH¥  HOK.  H.  &  COKWAT. 

AfUngkm  StreH,  Jan.  P,  1779. 

YouB  flij^t  to  Bath  would  have  mudi  surprised  me,  if 
Mr.  Ghurohill,  who,  I  think,  heard  it  from  Stanley,  had  not 
prepared  me  ibr  ii  ISmoe  you  ynm  amused,  I  am  glad  you  went, 
espedally  as  you  escaped  bcong  initiated  in  Mrs.  Miller's  IblUes  at 
Bath-Easton,  which  you  would  have  mentioned.  She  wotdd  cer- 
tainly have  sent  some  trapes  of  a  Muse  to  press  you,  had  she  known 
what  good  epigrams  you  write. 

I  went  to  Strawbory  partly  out  of  pmdenee,  partly  from  ennuL 
1  thought  it  best  to  air  myself  before  I  go  in  and  out  of  hot  rooms 
here,  and  had  my  house  thoroug^y  warmed  for  a  week  previously, 
and  then  only  stirred  from  the  Bed  room  to  the  Blue  on  the  same 
floor.  I  stayed  five  days,  and  was  neither  the  better  nor  the  worse 
for  it  I  was  quite  tired  with  having  neither  company,  books,  nor 
amusement  of  any  kind.  Either  from  the  emptiness  of  the  town, 
or  that  ten  weeks  of  gout  have  worn  out  the  patience  of  aU  my 
acquaintance,  but  I  do  not  see  three  persons  in  three  days.  This 
gives  me  but  an  uncomfortable  prospect  for  my  latter  days :  it  is  but 
probable  that  I  may  be  a  cripple  in  a  fit  or  two  more,  if  I  have 
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fltrangih  to  go  throng^  tibeni;  and  as  fliat  wffl  be  kng  life,  oile 
ouQiyes  one's  aoqnaintanoe.  I  eannot  make  new  aoqnaintanee^  nte 
interest  myself  at  all  about  tbe  yonng,  except  tbose  that  beloiiig  to 
me ;  nor  does  that  go  beyond  contributing  to  ttieir  pleasnfes^  nithont 
haTing  mnbh  satisfaction  in  their  oonTersation*— But^-one  mnst 
take  eyerything  as  it  oom^  and  make  the  best  of  ii  I  have 
had  a  much  happier  life  fhah  I  deserve,  and  than  miDions  that 
desenre  better.  I  shonld  be  rery  weak  if  I  ooold  liot  bear  the 
oncomfortableness  of  old  agOi  when  I  dan  aflbfd  lirfaat  comfcMrtB  it 
is  capable  of  How  inany  poor  <dd  people  have  none  of  them  I  I 
am  ashamed  whenever  I  ani  peevish,  and  reooUeot  that  I  havto  fire 
and  servants  to  help  me. 

I  hear  Admiral  Keppel  is  in  high  spirits  with  the  great  respect 
sad  aeAl  eaqMssed  lor  him^  In  my  own  opinion,  his  constitittion 
will  not  stand  the  straggle.  I  ani  verjr  nneasy  too  for  Ae  Bake 
of  Biflhmond,  who  is  at  PortsmonCh,  and  will  be  at  least  as  mndi 
agitated. 

Sir  "William  Meredith  has  written  a  large  pamphlet,  and  a  very 
good  one.  It  is  to  show,  that  whenever  the  Grecian  republics  taxed 
&eir  dependents,  the  latter  resisted,  and  shook  off  the  yoke.  He 
has  printed  but  twelve  copies :  the  Duke  of  Gloooester  sent  me  one 
of  them.  There  is  an  anecdote  of  my  £ftther,  on  the  authority  of 
old  Jade  White,  which  I  doubi  It  says,  he  would  not  go  on  with 
die  Excite  scheme,  though  his  fiiends  advised  ii  t  cannot  speak 
to  the  particular  event,  as  I  was  then  at  Achool  i  but  it  was  more 
like  him  to  have  yielded,  against  his  sentisients,  to  llr.  Pelham  and 
lus  candid---or  say,  plausible  and  timid  Mends.  I  hAve  heard  him 
say,  that  he  never  did  give  up  his  opimon  to  such  meii  bttt  he  always 
rqpented  ii  However,  the  anecdote  in  the  book  would  be  more  to 
his  honour.  But  what  a  strange  man  is  Sk  William  t  t  suppose^ 
now  he  has  written  this  hook,  he  will  eluB^;e  his  opinioHi  and  again 
be  fi>r  carrying  on  the  war^-^yr,  if  he  does  not  k&ow  hi^  own  mind 
fo^  two  years  together',  Irhy  will  he  take  placesi  to  make  evetybody 
doubt  his  honesty  P 
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Jtm,  Ii,  ITTf. 

Bt  not  hearingfrotti  me  fer  a  foittdght  you  may  imagine,  Madam, 
that  I  go  out^  and  have  been  diverting  myself  to  repair  lost  time. 
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Oh  I  my  life  is  yery  giddy  and  dissipftted !  My  ezquisito  enjoymeat 
haa  oonsiated  in  two  retonia  of  pain  and  lamerieaB ;  my  ezpeditionay 
taking  the  air,  with  the  eontniat  of  new  confinement;  and  my 
menus  pkMrt,  a  few  iqunnkled  viaiti  of  ebarity  from  a  few  friends 
that  remained  in  town.  My  ailenoe,  therefore,  has  prooeeded  from 
aappTOBsion  of  hmieiitatioD0»  and  from  haying  nothing  to  place  in 
their  stead. 

By  Monday  I  ezpeet  company  and  events ;  bat  as  I  hope  yon 
and  Lord  Ossory  will  be  in  the  fonner  class,  I  shall  have  no  occa8i<xi 
to  send  yon  the  latter.  I  haye  heard  nothing  bnt  what  cannot 
interest  your  Ladyship  or  me,  that  Lady  FrisoiUa  Bertie '  is  to  marry 
Mr.  Bnxrell,  and  that  an  Lish  Lady  Eingsborong^  has  introduced 
tihte  JEuhionahle  fiuibion  of  elopements  at  Dublin. 

There  is,  in  sooth,  a  charming  noYelty  to-day  of  a  very  different 
kind ;  an  answer  frnm  Mr.  Gibbon  to  the  monks  that  have  attacked 
his  two  fionons  chapters.  It  is  ihe  quintessence  of  argument,  mt, 
temper,  spirit,  and  eciiseqnenfly  of  yiotory,  I  did  not  expect  any* 
thing  so  luminous  in  this  age  of  Egyptian  darkness — n<Hr  the  monlu 
either.    Alas !  how  can  he  haye  any  <xf  the  leayen  left  P 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Anstey's  yeraes  at  Bath-Eastop  f  They  were 
truly  more  a  production  of  this  century ;  and  not  at  all  too  good  for 
a  schoolboy.  In  the  printed  copy  tiiey  have  omitted  9n  indeqent 
stsnaa  or  two  on  Mns.  Macanlay^  In  truth  Dame  Thuoydides  has 
made  but  an  uncouth  match ;  but  Anstey  has  tumbled  from  a  greater 
height  than  she.  Sense  may  be  led  astray  by  the  senses ;  but  how 
could  a  man  write  the  'Bath  Guida,'  imd  ()ien  nothing  but  doggerel 
and  stiqaidity  f 

Mn  Oraw^ftixd  has  come  in  as  I  was  writing;  he  tells  me  eyery 
thing  goes  swimmingly  for  Admiral  Eeppel,  whidbi  he  is  yery  glad 
of;  but  he  is  yery  sorry  for  Palliser.  I  cannot  be  so  equitable,  if  it 
is  unjust  to  rejoice  that  a  scoundrel  is  odious ;  besides,  it  will  giye  a 
hint  that  it  is  not  absolutely  safe  to  be  so. 


17SS.    TO  THl  BIT.  WILLIAM  OOLB. 

Jan.  15, 1779. 

I  SEND  you  by  Dr.  Jacob,  as  you  desired,  my  Life  of  Mr.  Baker, 
and  with  it  your  own  materials.  I  beg  you  will  communicate  my 
manuscript  to  nobody,  but  if  you  think  it  worth  your  trouble  I  will 

'  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  AncMter.—CunmaBAX. 
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consent  to  your  transcribing  it ;  bat  on  one  ccmdition,  and  a  silly  one 
for  me  to  exacts  who  am  as  old  as  you,  and  broken  to  pieces,  and 
very  unlikely  to  sonrive  you ;  bat»  shonld  so  improbable  a  thing 
happen,  I  must  exact  that  you  will  keep  your  transcript  sealed  up, 
with  orders  written  on  the  cover  to  be  restored  to  me  in  case  of  an 
accident,  for  I  should  certainly  dislike  yeiy  much  to  see  it  printed 
without  my  consent 

I  should  not  think  of  your  copying  it,  if  you  did  not  We  to 
transcribe,  and  sometimes  things  of  as  little  yalue  as  my  manuscript 
I  shall  beg  to  have  it  returned  to  me  by  a  safe  hand  as  soon  as  you 
can,  for  I  have  nothing  but  the  foul  copy  which  nobody  can  read,  I 
beUeve,  but  I  and  my  secretary. 

I  am  actually  printing  my  justification  about  Ohatterton,  but  only 
two  hundred  copies  to  give  away ;  for  I  hate  calling  in  the  whole 
town  to  a  firay,  of  which  othenrise  probably  not  one  thousand  persons 
would  ever  hear.  Tou  shall  haye  a  copy  as  soon  as  ever  it  is 
finished,  which  my  Printer  says  will  be  in  Ihree  weeks. 

You  know  my  Printer  is  my  secretary  too :  do  not  imagine  I  am 
giving  myself  airs  of  a  numerous  hous^old  of  oflBoen.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  the  letter  of  Mr.  Baker  you  mentioned.  Tou  will 
perceive  two  or  three  notes  in  my  manuscript  in  a  different  hand 
from  mine,  or  that  of  my  amanuensis  (still  the  same  officer) : 
they  were  added  by  a  person  I  lent  it  to,  and  I  have  eflEaced  part  of 
the  last 

I  must  finish  lest  Dr.  Jacob  should  call,  and  my  parcel  not  be 
ready.  I  hope  your  sore  throat  is  gone:  my  gout  has  returned 
again  a  little  with  taking  the  air  only,  but  did  not  stay — ^however,  I 
am  still  confined,  and  almost  ready  to  remain  so,  to  prevent  dis- 
appointment   Tours  most  sincerely. 


1789.    TO  THS  BEY.  WILLIAM  COLB. 

AvUmifUm  Sbrmi,  Jam.  28, 1779. 

I  wKiTE  in  as  much  hurry  as  you  did,  dear  Sir,  and  thank  you  for 
the  motive  of  yours :  mine  is  to  prevent  your  fatiguing  yourself  in 
copying  my  manuscript,  for  which  I  am  not  in  the  least  haste :  pray 
keep  it  till  another  safe  conveyance  presents  itself.  Tou  may  bring 
the  gout,  that  is,  I  am  sorry  to  hear,  fiying  about  you,  into  your 
hand  by  wearying  it 
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How  oan  you  tell  me  I  may  well  be  cautious  about  my  manu- 
floript  and  yet  adyise  me  to  print  it  ? — ^No— I  shall  not  proToke 
nests  of  hometSy  till  I  am  dust,  as  they  will  be  too. 

If  I  dictated  tales  when  ill  in  my  bed,  I  must  have  been  worse 
flian  I  thought ;  for,  aslknow  nothing  of  it,  I  must  have  been  light- 
headed. Mr.  Lort  was  certainly  misinformed,  though  he  seems  to 
hare  told  you  the  story  kindly  to  the  honour  <xf  my  philosophy  or 
i^nrits — ^but  I  had  rather  have  no  fame  than  what  I  do  not 
deserve. 

I  am  fretful  or  low-spirited  at  times  in  the  gout,  like  other  weak 
old  men,  and  have  less  to  boast  than  most  men.  I  have  some 
strange  things  in  my  drawer,  even  wilder  than  the '  Oastle  of 
Otranto,'  and  called  'Hieroglyphic  Tales;"  but  they  were  not 
written  lately,  nor  in  the  gout,  nor,  whateyer  they  may  seem,  written 
when  I  was  out  of  my  senses.  I  showed  one  or  two  of  them  to  a 
person  since  my  recoYcry,  who  may  have  mentioned  them,  and  occa- 
sioned Mr.  Lort's  misintelligence.  I  did  not  at  all  peroeiye  that  the 
latter  looked  ill ;  and  hope  he  is  quite  reooyered.  You  shall  see 
Chatterton soon.    Adieu!  . 


1790.    TO  BIB  HOBACl  MANN. 

Jan.  39, 1770. 

SusPENSB  still!  The  Oourt-maitial  contmues,  and  eyerything 
respectfully  awaits  its  determination :  eyen  France  and  America 
seem  to  lie  upon  their  oars  till  the  oracle  at  Portsmouth  has  pro- 
nounced. The  response,  howeyer,  is  not  likely  to  be  ambiguous. 
There  has  been  such  juggling  to  warp  the  judgment  of  the  priests 
of  Neptune ;  and  the  frauds  haye  been  so  openly  detected,  and  salt- 
water Flamens  are  so  boisterous  when  they  can  see  through  an  im- 
position ;  that  Palliser  and  his  accomplices,  high  and  low,  will 
probably  rue  the  tempest  they  haye  brewed.  I  hinted  in  my  last 
that  there  ia  a  man,'  whom  you  once  knew  well,  that  prefers  cunning 
to  prudence :  he  will  not  exult  in  the  choice  he  has  made.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord  Pembroke  declare  against  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  the  second  is  eiqiected  to  be  less  out  of 
humour  with  the  Court-martial  than  with  being  denied  the  Master- 

1  TImm  tales,  liz  In  number,  are  printed  ia  ib»/amih  yohime  of  Walpola'a  Wofki^ 
-^CirininroHiM. 
*  Lord  Sandwich,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.— WaiiIOLI* 
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ship  of  the  Horse ;  but,  when  a  tide  taroB,  it  sweeps  many  along 
wifli  it.  I  will  say  no  more  of  politios ;  thehorieon  does  not  dear- 
hut  I  have  no  erents  to  tell  yon.  I  write  only  to  amuse  your 
impatience. 

Ghurriek  is  dead ;  not  a  puUie  loss,  for  he  had  quitted  the  stage. 
He  is  to  be  bmried  on  Monday  in  great  eeremony  in  Westminster 
Abbey ;  but,  not  haying  been  so  inattentive  to  worldly  ridhee  as 
Lord  Ghathami  his  &mily  will  not  be  provided  for  by  Parliament, 
They  had  both  great  merit  in  their  different  walks,  and  were  both 
good  aotors ;  but  we  are  Athenians  enough  to  be  foil  as  fond  of  the 
Stage  as  of  the  State.  Both,  at  present,  are  a  little  in  want  of  a 
genius. 

There  is  a  report  that  the  poor  simple  Lord  llaynard '  has  shot 
himself  at  Naples — is  it  tme  ?  The  Bidie  of  Dorset  is  almost  in  aa 
bad  a  sorape  as  if  Aa  had  married  Lady  Haynard.  He  is  waiting 
for  a  Dnehess  till  Lady  Derby '  is  divorced.  He  would  not  marry 
her  before  Lord  Derby  did,  and  now  is  forced  to  take  her,  when  he 
himself  has  made  her  a  very  bad  matdh.  A  quarter  of  our  Peeresses 
will  have  been  wives  of  half  our  living  Peers.* 

Ton  must  be  content  with  these  brief  letters,  while  I  write  for 
your  satisfaction  rather  than  for  your  information.  I  am  recovered 
enough  to  go  to  a  few  places ;  but  I  do  not,  nor  can  expect  to  mend 
so  fast  as  when  younger. 


17SL    TO  THX  KARL  OF  HA^COUBT.* 
Mt  DsAm  LoED :  Feb.  1, 177S. 

Mrs.  Damer  has  consulted  me  on  a  case  of  heraldic  conscience, 
on  which  I  am  not  competent :  you  must  forgive  me  for  troubling 
your  Lordship,  for  whither  can  I  recur  but  to  an  oracle  P  She  has 
been  told  that  she  has  no  right  to  use  crest  and  motto,  is  that  so  ? 
Ought  not  she,  too,  as  an  only  child,  to  bear  her  arms  in  an 
escutcheon  of  pretence  P 

I  was  at  the  Yesey — chaos  last  nighty  and  wish  Lady  Harcourt 

>  H«  had  muried  Um  w«n*k]ioini  HaMj  PMnons  [yoL  iv.  p.  270],  who  lad  l^a 
k«pi  by  the  Duket  of  Onilon,  Donsi,  &a  |  but  it  wii  not  tme  that  he  had  killed 
himself — Walvoul 

*  Lady  Elisabeth  HamUton.    The  dirorce  did  not  take  place. — Walpoli. 

*  Waa  he  thiakk^f  at  this  ttne  of  hif  friend  the  Covnteu  of  Oiaory— the  ditwreed 
Duchess  of  Qrafton? — Cunnihoham. 

^  Now  Srat  pnbliahed.-*4JiaunMaA«. 
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nd  your  Lordship  had  been  behind  a  doad.  I  must  do  Mrs. 
Montagu  the  justioe  to  say,  that  I  never  heard  more  warm  enoo- 
mimns  <m  both^  and  the  Irish  bore  equal  testimonies. 

I  hope  you  are  all  perfectly  easy  about  Mrs.  Haroourt»  of  whom 
I  heard  a  very  good  aooount  yesterday. 

Your  Iiordship's  most  dutiful^ 

H.  Walfolb. 


iroi.    TO  THB  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

JM,  h  1779. 

Whbn  Lord  Ossory  is  in  town.  Madam,  I  do  not  presume  to 
think  of  writing.  He  is  more  in  the  world,  and  hears  everything 
sooner  than  I  do ;  nor  would  it  be  fair  to  him,  to  divide  a  moment 
of  your  time  with  him.  However,  there  were  such  interesting 
topics  in  the  letter  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  this  evening,  that 
I  must  answer  it  directly.  But  I  shall  waive  the  first  subject,  which 
comoems  myseli^  to  come  to  the  last,  that  touches  your  Ladyship ; 
and  can  I  but  admire  your  goodness  in  tbinting  of  me,  when  an 
angel  is  inoculated  ?  You  must  now  continue  it,  for  you  have  pro- 
mised I  shall  hear  how  she  goes  on.  Sweet  little  love  I  you  must 
be  anxious,  though  inoculation  now  can  scarce  be  called  a  hazard. 
It  is  as  sure,  as  a  cheat  of  wioning,  though  a  strange  run  of  luck 
may  once  in  two  thousand  times  disappoint  him. 

The  pictures  at  Houghton,  I  hear,  andl  fear,  are  sold :  what  can  I 
say  P  I  do  not  like  even  to  think  on  it.  It  is  the  mostsignal  morti- 
fication to  my  idolatry  for  my  father's  memory,  that  it  could  receive. 
Itisstripping  the  temple  of  his  glory  and  of  his  affection.  Amadman 
excited  by  rascals  has  burnt  his  Ephesus.  I  must  never  cast  a  thought 
towards  Norfolk  more ;  nor  will  hear  my  nephew's  name  if  I  can 
avoid  it  Him  I  can  only  pity ;  though  it  is  strange  he  should 
recover  any  degree  of  sense,  and  never  any  of  feeling  I  I  couldhave 
saved  my  family,  but  cannot  repent  the  motives  that  bound  my 
hands.  If  any  unhappy  lunatic  is  ever  the  better  for  my  conduct 
and  example,  it  is  pr^rable  to  a  collection  of  pictures. 

Yes,  Madam,  I  do  think  the  pomp  of  Gkurrick's  funeral  perfectly 
ridiculous.'    It  is  confounding  tiie  immense  space  between  pleasing 

>  "  In  Italy  I  bewme  aoqiafntod  with  Ganick,  and  from  my  earilflti  yoiiUi  harlng 
admired  him  on  the  ttagt,  was  happy  to  be  familiarly  acquainted  with  him,  coltlTateq 
hia  society  from  that  time  till  his  death,  and  then  accompanied  him  to  hia  graTe  at 
one  of  hia  pall-bearen.    He  and  Mrs.  Ckurrick  (I  think  it  was  in  1777)  har9  h^  wiA 


170  HORACB  WALP0LB19  LETTERS.  [1771. 

talents  and  national  services.  What  cHstinctionB  remain  for  a  patriot 
hero,  when  the  most  solemn  have  been  showered  on  a  player  P — but 
when  a  great  empire  is  on  its  decline,  one  symptom  is,  there  being 
more  eagerness  on  trifles  than  on  essential  objects.  Shakspeare,  who 
wrote  when  Burleigh  counselled  and  Nottingham  fenght,  was  not 
rewarded  and  honoured  like  Ghurick  who  only  aded^  when — ^indeed 
I  do  not  know  who  has  counselled  and  who  has  fought 

I  do  not  at  all  mean  to  detract  from  Chirrick's  merit,  whowasareal 
genius  in  his  way,  and  who,  I  believe,  was  never  equalled  in  both 
tragedy  and  comedy.  Still  I  cannot  think  that  acting,  however  per- 
fectly, what  others  have  written,  is  one  of  the  most  astonishing  talents : 
yet  I  will  own  as  fairly  that  Mrs.  Porter  and  Mademoiselle  Dumenil 
have  struck  me  so  much,  as  even  to  reverence  them.  Ghurick  never 
affected  me  quite  so  much  as  those  two  actresses,  and  some  few  others 
in  particular  parts,  as  Quin,  in  Falstaff;  King,  in  Lord  O^by; 
Mrs.  Pritchard,  in  Maria,  in  the  Nonjuror;  Mrs.  Glive,  in  Mrs.  Oad- 
wallader ;  and  Mrs.  Abington,  in  liidy  Teazle.  They  all  seemed 
the  very  persons :  I  suppose  that  in  Ghurrick  I  thought  I  saw  more 
of  his  art ;  yet  his  Lear,  Richard,  Hotspur  (which  the  town  had  not 
taste  enough  to  Uke),  Elitely,  and  Banger,  were  as  capital  and  perfect 
as  action  could  be.  In  declamation,  I  confess,  he  never  charmed  me ; 
nor  could  he  be  a  gentleman  ;  his  Lord  Townley  and  Lord 
Hastings  were  mean,  but  then  too  the  parts  are  ind]£G9rent,  and  do 
not  call  for  a  master's  exertion. 

I  should  shock  Gkurrick's  devotees  if  I  uttered  all  my  opinion :  I 
will  trust  your  Ladyship  with  it — ^it  is,  that  Le  Tezier  is  twenty 
times  the  genius.  What  comparison  between  the  powers  that  do  the 
fullest  justice  to  a  single  part,  and  those  that  instantaneously  can  fill 
a  whole  piece,  and  transform  themselves  with  equal  perfection  into 
men  and  women,  and  pass  from  laughter  to  tears,  and  make  you 
shed  the  latter  at  both  P  Gkurrick,  when  he  made  one  laugh,  was  not 
always  judicious,  though  excellent.  What  idea  did  his  Sir  John 
Brute  give  of  a  Surly  Husband.  His  Bayes  was  no  less  entertaining ; 
but  it  was  a  Garretteer-bard.  Old  Gibber  preserved  the  solemn  cox- 
comb ;  and  was  the  caricature  of  a  great  poet,  as  the  part  was 
designed  to  be. 

OS  in  the  eonntry;  Gibbon  and  Beynolds,  at  tbe  nme  time,  all  three  deligfatftil  in 
iodety.  The  Tiradty  of  the  great  actor,  the  keen  aaieaatie  wit  of  the  great  hiatorian, 
and  the  genuine  pleasantry  of  the  great  painter,  mixed  ap  well  together,  and  made  a 
charming  party.  Ganick's  mimicry  of  the  mighty  Johnm  waa  exoeUent"— iPVxwi 
Lord  <kioiy$  Memaranda.—Si  Yuiov  Siixta. 


1779.]  TO  THE  COUSTBSS  OF  OSSORT.  171 

Half  I  hare  said  I  know  is  heresy,  but  feshion  had  gone  to  excess, 
ihough  yeiy  rarely  with  so  much  reason.  Applause  had  tamed  his 
heady  and  yet  he  was  never  content  even  with  that  prodigality.  His 
jealousy  and  envy  were  unbounded ;  he  hated  Mrs.  Gliye,  till  she 
quitted  the  stage,  and  then  cried  her  up  to  the  skies,  to  depress  Mrs. 
Abington.  He  did  not  loye  Mrs.  Pritchard,  and  with  more  reason, 
for  there  was  more  spirit  and  originality  in  her  Beatrice  than  in  his 
Benedick. 

But  if  the  town  did  not  admire  his  acting  more  than  it  deserved, 
which  indeed  in  general  it  was  difficult  to  do,  what  do  you  think. 
Madam,  of  its  prejudice,  even  for  his  writings  P  What  stuff  was  his 
Jubilee  Ode,  and  how  paltry  his  Prologues  and  Epilogues  I  I  have 
always  thought  that  he  was  just  the  counterpart  of  Shakspeare ;  this, 
the  first  of  writers,  and  an  indifferent  actor ;  that,  the  first  of  actors, 
and  a  woeM  author.  Posterity  would  believe  me,  who  will  see  only 
his  writings ;  and  who  will  see  those  of  another  modem  idoI»  &x 
less  deservedly  enshrined,  Dr.  Johnson.  I  have  been  saying  this 
morning,  that  the  latter  deals  so  much  in  triple  tautology/  or  the 
£Etult  of  repeating  the  same  sense  in  three  different  phrases,  that  I 
believe  it  would  be  possible,  taking  the  ground-work  for  all  three,  to 
make  one  of  his  *  Ramblers '  into  three  different  papers,  that  should 
all  have  exactly  the  same  purport  and  meaning,  but  in  different 
phrases.  It  would  be  a  good  trick  for  somebody  to  produce  one  and 
read  it ;  a  second  would  say,  **  Bless  me,  I  have  this  very  paper  in 
my  pocket,  but  in  quite  other  diction;''  and  so  a  third. 

Our  lord  has  been  so  good  as  to  call  on  me  again,  and  found  me ; 
but  I  take  for  granted  will  make  his  little  Gertrude  a  visit  to- 
morrow, though  probably  not  bring  your  Ladyship  with  him  till  she 
is  recovered.    I  am  in  no  pain,  even  for  her  beauty. 

As  the  court-martial  is  likely  to  end  this  wedc,  I  suppose  the 
parliamentary  campaign  will  be  warmly  renewed  the  next;  but 
what  campaign  will  restore  this  country  to  its  greatness?  It  is 
blotted  out  of  the  list  of  mighty  empires ;  and  they  who  love  pro- 
cessions, may  make  a  splendid  funeral  for  it  I — ^but  indeed  it  was 
buried  last  year,  with  Lord  Chatham,  at  whose  interment  thero 
were  not  half  the  noble  coaches  that  attended  Garrick's ! 

Feb.  9, 1779. 
I  am  thoroughly  ooncemed,  Madam,  for  yours  and  Lord  Ossoiy's 

>  AUndiog  to  his  '  CriiiciBma  on  Johnsoii's  Wriiings/  printed  in  hii  Works,  ToL  It. 

pp.  361  —2. — CUMMIXOHAJL 
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disappointment,  and  very  tony  yon  tnisted  to  a  mngeon  in  the 
eountry,  as  th^  must  have  less  experience.  However,  if  a  second 
trial  shonld  fiul,  you  may  be  very  easy,  for  I  believe  there  is  searoe 
an  instance  of  the  smaUpoznatoraUy,  after  two  inocnlations.  Thelate 
Lady  Lothian,  who  was  in  that  case^  I  know  never  had  it.  For  your 
perfect  tranquillity,  I  still  wish  it  may  appear;  she  will  certain^ 
have  very  few,  with  so  little  dispodtion  to  ixifection. 

You  are  both  so  very  partial  to  me,  Madam,  that  I  dare  not  gulp 
your  oommendation  of  the  pamphlet  I  wrote  it,  just  to  say  I  had 
cleared  myself,  and  have  given  very  few  away,  and  had  rather  it 
was  soon  forgotten,  as  it  is  likely  to  be,  in  such  distracted  times.  I 
sincerely  do  not  reooUect  why  I  did  not  return  the  first  papers ;  I 
have  spoken  strict  truth  to  the  best  of  my  memory,  and  cannot  tell 
whether  I  forgot  or  reserved  them  to  transcribe. 

You  blame  my  humility,  and  therefore  I  will  not  give  the  answer 
you  expect ;  especiaUy,  as  I  have  others  ready.  Li  the  first  place,  I 
have  not  impartiality  Plough  for  such  a  work  as  Mr.  Elmsley  thinks 
me  fit  for.  In  the  next,  it  would  be  an  imitation,  and  there  even 
my  humility  fails  me ;  and  the  last  and  strongest  plea  is,  that  I  am 
twenty  years  too  old  to  write  what  if  well  writt^  would  demand 
twenty  years  to  write,  allowing  the  necessary  time  for  collecting 
materials ;  but  I  have  already  scribbled  a  vast  deal  too  much.  I 
must  publish  my  fourth  volume  of  '  Painters,'  and  then  intend  tho 
world  shall  hear  my  name  no  more. 

The  weather  has  been  disagreeably  too  hot,  but  I  cannot  say  has 
affected  me  m  Hen  ou  en  mal.  I  certainly  recover  more  slowly  than 
ever  as  is  natural ;  and  therefore  conclude  reasonably  that  one  more 
severe  fit  will  totally  confine  me.  I  go  nowhere  but  into  very  private 
rooms,  nor  think  of  others ;  and  now  dispense  with  my  saying  any 
more  of  myself  Madam.  You  forbid  me  humility,  and  yet  all  I  say 
and  do  is  founded  on  the  consciousness  of  my  own  weakness,  and  on 
the  dread  of  being  blind  to  my  own  defects. 

We  are  in  greater  confusion  than  all  the  world  knows.  Last 
night  came  an  aceount  of  a  serious  insurrection  at  Edinburgh,  where 
the  mob  has  burnt  two  mass-houses,  and  threatened  some  Uves.  The 
state  of  Lreland  is  still  more  alarming :  Lord  Buckingham  is  coming 
away.  There  are  rumours  of  changes,  and  certainly  overtures  for 
them.  It  is  declared  that  Lord  Suffolk  desires  to  retire.  We  may 
have  noveltiaB ;  but  whence  is  there  any  hope  ? 

I  gi^  your  Ladyship  my  word  that  I  know  of  no  offers  that  my 
nieces  have  refused  or  even  received.    lies  are  so  rampant  that  they 
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Hiliy  Iiavd  hem  inyolved  in  fhe  havoc.  One  irotild  fhink  fliere  werd 
tedsubjeotB  enough  of  all  Borto  to  glut  the  mawof  ill-natorey  butlike 
Crawfiird  it  had  rathei^  dine  where  it  is  not  asked  than  -where  invited. 
Your  Ladyship's  words  imply  no  malicions  account  in  what  you  have 
been  told ;  but  falsehood  is  predominant^  and  not  a  hundredth  part 
of  what  one  hears  every  day  is  true. 

I  loQg  to  hear  that  you  a^  at  ease  about  Lady  Gtertrude ;  and 
then  I  will  indulge  the  hope  of  seeing  you.  In  the  mean  time  pray 
permit  me  in  my  turn  to  tax  your  Lady8hq,'8  hiud%.  Pray  read 
all  Mr.  Gibbon's  pamphlet,  sind  do  not  fear  not  understanding  it  It 
is  luminous  as  day,  and  deamess  one  of  his  brightest  talents.  I  ani 
sure  the  whole  will  delight  you.  It  is  Mr.  Gibbon  that  can  make  the 
driest  subject  interesting  and  entertaining^  and  his  reply  to  Davies  is 
the  strongest  evidence  that  can  be  given. 


179«.    TO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  COLA 

JU.4^177t. 

I HAVB  received  the  manuscript,  and  though  you  forbid  ihy  namingf 
(he  subject  more,  I  love  truth,  and  truth  in  a  friend  so  much,  that  I 
must  tell  you,  that  so  &r  from  taking  your  sincerity  ill,  I  had  much 
rather  you  should  act  with  your  native  honest  sincerity  than  say  you 
was  pleased  with  mymanuscripi  I  have  always  tried  as  much  as 
is  in  human  nature  to  divest  myself  of  the  self-love  of  an  author ;  in 
{he  present  case  I  had  less  difficulty  than  ever,  for  I  never  thought 
my  life  of  Mr.  Baker  one  of  my  least  indifferent  works.  You  mighty 
believe  me,  have  sent  me  your  long  letter ;  whatever  it  contained,  it 
would  not  have  made  a  momentary  doud  between  us.  I  have  not 
only  friendship,  but  great  gratitude  for  you,  fbr  a  thousand  instances 
of  kindness ;  and  should  detest  any  writing  of  mine  that  made  a 
breach  with  a  friend,  and  still  more  if  it  could  make  me  forget 
obligations. 


17M.    TO  81E  HORAOS  MA17|r. 

AfUHfikm  Sbr^  Fet,  11, 1779. 

I  AM  only  getting  ready  thid  letter  for  to-morrow,  when  it  is  to  set 
out  with  the  full  triumph  of  Admiral  Keppel,  which  is  expected  in 
town  to-night  from  PortsmoutL    The  fionto  of  several  houses  are 
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already  daoontted  with  lampsy  and,  as  aoon  as  the  oemier  ani?eB|  I 
8iq>po6e  the  whole  town  will  be  in  a  blaze — ^I  hope,  only  of  light ; 
but,  when  a  mob  expresses  its  joy,  (me  may  always  fear  lest  it  should 
mistake  mischief  for  merriment.  The  guards  are  ordered  to  be 
doubled:  I  &nqyf  a  few  of  them  will  not  be  far  from  the 
Admiralty.' 

The  good  people  of  Edinbuigh  have  set  but  an  ugly  example. 
There  has  been  a  serious  insurrection  against  the  Papists,  and  two 
mass-houses  were  burnt ;  and  the  Provost  quieted  the  tumult  only 
by  promising  that  the  toleration  of  Popery  should  not  be  extended 
to  Scotland.  This  will  be  agreeable  news  to  the  Americans,  who  did 
not  esrpeat  to  see  the  Administration  reproved  by  Scots. 

Ton  will  not  be  agitated  by  popular  rumours.  If  I  repeat  them 
to  you,  it  is,  that  if  anything  should  happen,  yon  may  not  be 
surprised.  In  a  word,  some  changes  at  least  are  expected, 
particularly  in  the  Admiralty,  the  rudder  of  which,  it  is  said,  has 
been  o£Fered  to  Lord  Howe, — some  say,  and  refused  by  him ;  others, 
that  he  objected  to  Lord  George  Gtermaine ;  and  others,  that  he 
demands  an  inquiry  on  himself  and  his  brother.  Lord  Soffidk  is 
certainly  to  retire  on  the  plea  of  infirmity,  which  is  a  reason  why  he 
should  not  come  into  place;  and  Lord  Buckingham  is  to  quit  Ireland, 
and,  I  belieye,  is  allowed  to  say,  at  his  own  request  too— he  also 
might  have  had  an  earlier  plea :  in  short,  difficulties  at  present  are 
more  plentiful  than  resources.  Per  eorUrOf  Spain  is  said  to  have 
ofiered  us  her  mediation,  and  to  have  itaccepted.  Yesterday  I  heard 
that  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  had  actually  set  out  for  Paris  on 
that  errand,  but  was  dead  on  the  road.  The  want  of  a  successor 
will  not  be  an  impediment,  if  there  is  no  other. 

This  minute  I  receive  your  tender  letter  of  the  16th  of  last 
month :  but  pray,  my  dear  Sir,  be  easy  about  me ;  I  am  as  much 
recovered  as  probably  I  shall  be.  I  go  out,  and  walk  tolerably  with 
a  cane.  To  be  sure,  another  severe  fit  may  confine  me  at  home ;  but, 
as  I  do  not  indulge  distant  hopes,  why  should  I  disturb  myself  with 
future  fears  P  I  have  patience  and  submission,  and  they  are  at  least 
as  potent  as  care.  Of  everything  I  make  the  best  I  can.  Immediate 
vexations  one  cannot  easily  divert ;  but  gloomy  thoughts  that  are 
residont,  and  return  only  when  the  mind  is  vacant,  I  remove  by  any 
amusement  that  offers.  This  is  my  case  about  my  nephew  and 
HoughtoiL    I  forget  them  as  fSast  as  possible,  though  I  own  they 

^  Locd  Sandwich,  Keppel*0  enemy,  was  Fint  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. — Waltol^ 
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fireqae&ti^  refam.  Itisyery  traoyldid  desure  the  piotores  should  be 
flold,  as  I  prafimed  his  paying  his  grandfiftiher's  and  father's  debts  to 
fialse  Bplendour ;  but  thai  is  not  the  oase  now.  As  he  is  not  legally 
obliged^  he  does  not  think  of  acquitting  his  £Etther's  debts ;  and,  as 
be  has  compounded  his  grandfiftther's  unsatisfied  debts  for  fifteen 
thousand  pounds,  he  does  not  want  forty  thousand.  In  short,  I  am 
persuaded  thai  the  viUanous  crew  about  him,  knowing  they  could 
not  make  away  clandestinely  with  the  collection  in  case  of  his  death, 
prefer  money  they  can  easily  appropriate  to  themselTCS.  Whether 
the  price  affixed  is  adequate,  or  too  low,  is  difiB.cult  to  say.  Imaginary 
Talue  depends  on  circumstances  and  tunes.  I  once  should  have 
thought  forty  thousand  pounds  a  high  price :  the  whole  collection 
made  by  my  fiEitber,  of  which  there  have  already  been  three  sales, 
cost  but  that  sum.  Five  years  ago,  with  the  opulence  and  rage  for 
viriA,  they  would  have  produced  move.  At  present,  not  so  much. 
Last  night  I  heard  the  bargain  is  not  concluded.  Cipriani  was 
desired  to  value  them,  and  has  called  in  West'  To  be  sure,  I  should 
wish  they  were  rather  sold  to  the  Crown  of  England  ilian  to  thai  of 
Bussia,  where  they  wiU  be  burnt  in  a  wooden  palace  on  the  first 
insurrection :  here  they  would  be  still  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  CoUectioiL 
Sut  my  grief  is  that  they  are  not  to  remain  at  Houghton,  where  he 
placed  them,  and  wished  them  to  remain.  Pride  and  pity  leave  me 
Dut  that  dedre. 

AtrntdnigkL 

I  am  this  moment  come  in,  and  may  as  well  write  to  you  as  go  to 
bed ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  sleep,  from  the  noise  of  squibs  and 
crackers.  The  Sentence  arrived  at  half-an-hour  after  nine,  and  in 
two  hours  the  whole  town  was  illuminated.  I  drove  with  two  ladies 
from  Ghrosvenor  Square  to  Spring  Garden,  to  wish  old  Lady 
Albemarle'  joy.  She  had  just  been  blooded,  for  she  is  seventy-five, 
but  you  may  imagine  was  in  happy  spirits ;  for  the  Sentence  is  as 
honourable  as  possible,  and  terms  the  accusation  unfounded  and 
malicious  in  every  article.  Palliser  escaped  from  Portsmouth  this 
morning  at  five,  and  arrived  in  a  hired  post-chaise  at  the  Admiralty ; 
but  was  known  as  he  entered,  and  was  pulled  by  the  populace  by  die 
coat,  but  got  in  safe.  We  passed  twice  by  his  house  in  Pall  Mall 
just  now,  and  found  a  mob  before  it,  but  a  strong  guard  of  soldiers 

'  See  note  at  p.  227  of  this  ToIiiiiie^--Cvv«i«oBi]f. 

*  Lady  Anne  Lennox,  yonogeel  daughter  of  Charles  Lennox,  first  Doke  of  Rldi- 
mond,  widow  of  William-Anne  second  Karl  of  Albemarle,  mother  of  George  third 
Eail,  and  of  Admirsl  Augustus  Keppel. — Waltoli. 
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and  coiufaliles.  The  people  hsre  not  beoi  riotona  j'et :  but  «a  thcrf 
are  flinging  sqnibe,  and  the  streeta  are  fiill,  there  will  be  aendanti  if 
no  determined  auBohief.  I  hope  to^morrov  morning  to  hear  that  the 
night  has  passed  qnietlj,  whii^  irill  be  to  the  honour  of  the  Oppo- 
ntion.  The  Opposition  in  my  &tlier's  time  vere  not  of  so  harmlen 
a  wmplexion ;  bnt  aa  he  ma  gmltleoB,  which  is  known  and  allowed 
now,  malerolfflifle  ooold  only  keep  ap  a  sjnrit  against  him  by 
damonr.  But,  good  night  I  I  will  reswre  tlte  rest  of  my  pqwr  ftir 
to-morrow. 

JWdtqi  warx,  IStL 

My  serranta,  who  have  been  oat  this  morning,  tell  me  that  about 
diree  o'dook  the  mob  farced  their  way  into  Palliser's  hous^  in  spite 
of  Uie  gnards,  and  damolL^ied  ererytiung  in  it ;  and  that  tiiOT  broke 
the  windows  of  Lord  C^eoige  Qemuune  and  of  I^ord  North,  and  that 
sererol  of  the  rioters  are  takn  Jtp.  How  wise  in  an  ansuooeasfol 
AdministrBtion  to  haye  oommanoed  aooosation  I 

Yoa  talk  of  i^ating  on  the  Amo— it  is  hot  enon^  hexe  to  baflke 
in  the  Thames.  I  was  UteiBlly  forced  to  throw  oS  the  qailt  of  my 
bed  the  night  before  last— Aw  women  are  afraid  of  an  euthqoakei 
I  win  write  again  soon,  for  I  think  there  will  be  matter. 

P.S.  The  mob  entir^y  gsttad  Sir  Bj^  PaUiaer*!  howe^  bat  t&e 
flimiture  had  been  removed. 


ins.    TO  THB  OOtntTBSS  or  0S80BT. 

a^ctiMM,  nt.  ir,  ina. 

1  AOCBPT  liirdy  Oerfrade's  single  pnstnle,  Mft/lam,  in  flill  of  all 
accounts :  it  is  an  ambassador  tiiat  completely  represents  its  prin- 
dpal,  and  is  authorised  to  sign  pom  in  its  name.  I  oonld  ahnost 
imagioe  that  yoa  had  sent  me  l^e  pimple  itself,^  I  found  a  roeebod 
and  two  oowdips  in  yonr  letter,  frfiich  would  be  a  prettier  trans- 
formation  than  any  In  Orid. 

I  am  not  fond  fi  mobs,  Madam,  though  I  like  the  oooasioD,  and 
oan  but  compare  the  fed  I  had  fitmt  fhem,  wi&  friist  I  dumld  sdfa 
were  the  iUuminationB  fbi  the  oonqaeat  of  America.  Aftar  patting 
oat  flues  Uf^ts  we  should  hare  heard, — 

A&dUwapittoatttallght 

Idberty  has  still  a  continent  to  eiist  in :  I  do  not  care  a  slnw 
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v1k>  k  mmiBter  in  this  abindcmed  cDi^^  li  in  ^be  good  old  eauat 
^^t^Mfofn  that  I  liaye  at  heart ;  and  the  Tezatum  and  mortifieatioa^ 
that  I  baTD  leea  for  these  last  days,  tsU  me  what  we  ha^e  escaped, 
if  I  did  not  know  it  before. 

We  had  a  most  brilliant  Westminster  last  night,  and  gons  and' 
squibs  till  six  in  the  nunming;  bnt  the  Gity,  I  hear,  was  not  illnmi« 
naied.  Lady  Greenwioh,  looking  nglier  tibaa  ever  wUh  rage,  said, 
she  would  go  out  of  town,  sinoe  she  could  not  be  safe  in  her  own- 
house.  I  replied,  Madam,  I  believe  your  Ladyship  must  net  go  to. 
Ediobuzgh  to  be  quiets  lor  the  tumulte  there  are  a  little  more  serious 
than  ours.  Li  truth,  I,  ifho  was  bom  in  aa  age  of  mobs,  never  saw 
any  like  those  of  this  week;  they  were,  as  Qeorge  Montagu  ssid  of 
our  earthquakes,  so  tamo  fou  might  haoo  otrohBd  them,  I  drove 
through  the  whole  City  beyond  the  Boyal  Exchange  on  Friday 
night  with  my  nieces,  to  show  them  the  illuminations,  and  back 
through  Holbom  and  St  James's  Square,  where  was  the  greatest 
oonoourse,  and  passed  as  quietty  as  at  noon  day.  I  own  I  was 
diverted  to  see  fear  surmount  pride.  The  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
who,  on  the  eve  of  accepting  his  place,  would  have  drenched  the 
populace  with  beer  and  ale,  would  not  put  out  lights  till  nodnight, 
and  then  was  forced  to  hang  out  flambeaux ;  and  so  was  Lord  Wey- 
mouth, who  has  been  in  a  charming  panic,  for  he  has  no  spirit  even 
when  he  is  drunk.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  those  who  condttnned  the 
towns  of  America  to  fire  and  sword  terrified  with  crackers. 

I  found  Admiral  Keppel  at  the  Duchess  of  Biehmond's  this 
moniing:  he  looks  ill,  and  quite  exhausted  with  fotigue.  He  has 
not  been  at  Court,  or  the  House  of  Commons  yet,  and  will  go  out  of 
town  as  soon  as  he  can :  for  my  part  I  shall  not  light  another  candle 
tin  Lady  Gertrude  airives  in  foil  beanty. 


ITiS.    TO  THB  EBY.  WILLUM  OOUk 

jul  is,  mft. 

I  saiiT  you  my  Chaitertoniad'  last  week,  in  hopes  it  would 
sweeten  your  poutbg;  but  I  find  it  has  not,  or  has  miscarried ;  for 
you  have  not  acknowledged  the  receipt  with  your  usual  punctuality. 


*  A  Letter  to  ih»  Bditor  of  ih»  MiMeUaniai  of  Thoaas  Chsittrtoa,"    Stewbeny 
Hill,  1779,  Sfa— WiMBT. 

▼OL.   TU.  ■ 
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HaTe  you  leea  Harted's  new  '  Higtoiy  of  Kent  P*^  I  am  aaifiiig 
through  it,  but  am  stopped  erery  minute  by  oarolefls  mistakes.  Iliey 
tell  me  the  author  has  good  materials,  but  is  very  n^ligent^  and  80 
I  perceiTe.  He  has  not  even  given  a  list  of  monuments  in  the 
churches,  which  I  do  not  remember  in  any  history  of  a  county ;  but 
he  is  rich  in  pedigrees ;  though  I  suppose  they  have  many  errors 
too,  as  I  have  found  some  in  those  I  am  acquainted  with.  It  is 
unpardonable  to  be  inaccurate  in  a  work  in  which  one  nor  expects 
nor  demands  anjrthing  but  fidelity. 

We  have  a  great  herald  arising  in  a  yeiy  noble  race,  Lord  de 
Ferrers.  I  hope  to  make  him  a  Qothic  architect  too,  for  he  is  going 
to  repair  Tamworth  Castle,  and  flatters  me  that  I  shall  give  him 
sweet  counseL    I  enjoin  him  to  erenellate.    Adieu  I    Yours  ever. 


im.  TO  ant  horaok  MAiriir. 

I  PROMISED  you  a  sequel  to  my  history  of  illuminations,  and  here 
it  is.  They  were  repeated  on  Friday  night,  the  r2th ;  and  were 
more  universal  than  on  the  preceding  ^Tming,  but  without  the  least 
disorder  or  riot  The  day  before  yesterday  the  Admiral  himself 
arrived,  as  privatdy  as  he  could ;  but  at  night  all  Westminster  waa 
again  lighted  up  and  part  of  the  City,  and  gnns  and  crackers  were 
fired  till  mornings  and  yet  no  mischief  done.  The  two  Houses  have 
voted  compIimentB  to  him,  and  the  City  its  fireedom.  Palliser  has 
resigned  Us  seat  at  the  Admualty,  and  vacated  thai  in  Parliameotp 
for  fear  of  being  expelled.  He  has  demanded  a  trial;  bat  tlia 
Admiralty  is  aoeused  of  being  less  eager  to  order  it  than  they  were 
that  of  KeppeL  The  latter  had  not  been  at  Court  yesterday,  nor 
in  the  House ;  but  there  have  been  motions  in  both  Houses  leading 
to  the  attack  on  Lotd  Sandwich.  It  is  not  known  whether  he  will 
be  removed  or  not.  The  town  believes  there  have  been  negotiations 
with  the  Opposition,  but  that  the  terms  offiared  were  not  satisfactory. 
I  assert  so  Uttle,  that  I  shall  certainly  draw  you  into  no  rash  credulity. 
Were  you  here,  you  might  believe  twenty  false  reports  every  hour. 

1  «  tIm  Hiftovy  and  Topographical  Siinroy  of  the  Connij  of  Kent ;  bj  Sdward 
Hatted ; "  four  Tolvmet,  folio,  1 778-1799.  A  aeoond  and  Improred  edition,  in  twel¥« 
Tolamei,  oeUfo,  appeared  in  1797—1801.  Mr.  Hnr  M  died  in  1812,  at  the  age  of 
eighty.— WaiQBff. 
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It  is  not  always  the  case  of  persons  at  a  distance  to  be  the  best 
informed ;  but  you  have  a  very  cautious  historian. 

I  shall  reserve  the  rest  of  my  paper  till  to-morrow ;  for,  though 
I  send  you  nothing  but  fiEicts,  every  day  may  produce  some  event  at 
present.    The  times  have  a  bag  of  ^;gs  like  a  puUet 

19tlL 

The  Admiral  was  at  the  House  yesterday,  when  the  Speaker 
harangued  him  in  a  fine  oration^  they  say ;  to  which  he  made  a 
very  modest  and  pathetic  answer.  To-morrow  he  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated and  banqueted  by  the  City,  on  which,  I  hear,  we  are 
again  to  be  illuminafed ;  but  I  am  tired  of  crackers,  and  shall  go 
quietly  to  Strawberry.  There  was  to  be  a  motion  in  the  Commons 
to-day  for  addressing  Ihe  King  to  remove  Palliser  from  his  other 
posts  of  G(eneral  of  (he  Marines  and  Gbvemor  of  Scarborough ;  but 
I  shall  not  know  the  result  before  the  post  is  gone  out,  and  must 
refer  you  to  the  newspapers. 

The  French  will  not  like  the  SdaireUsemeni  of  the  Court-martial, 
by  which  it  is  dear  (hey  were  beaten  and  fled.  The  City,  which 
does  not  haggle,  has  expressed  this  a  little  grossly  in  their  address 
to  Eeppel.  I  do  not  love  exultatioiL  There  is  no  grace  but  in 
silent  victory.  Our  insults  to  the  Americans  at  the  outset  of  the 
war  were  not  in  the  character  of  this  country;  and  double  the 
shame  on  those  who  have  certainly  not  been  victorious  over  them  I 
The  authors  of  the  war  have  made  a  woful  figure  from  the  beginning 
to  this  day  I 


1798.    TO  THB  OOUimSS  OF  OSflORT. 

BeifanUurt,  jfeft.  83, 177f . 

Ab  you  bid  me  write  again  befisre  your  arrival,  and  do  not  name 
tiie  day,  I  hurry  to  obey  you.  Madam,  though  I  have  nothing  to  tell 
you,  but  how  happy  I  shall  be  to  see  you.  Were  I  a  good  courtier, 
to  be  sure  I  should  announce  the  great  news,  as  called,  of  the  capture 
of  Santa  Lucia.  I  did  say,  there  was  great  want  of  good  news 
when  Una  conquest  was  so  dignified  I  I  think  the  last  King  of 
Chreat  Britain  diould  thence  be  called  Lucius,  as  the  first  Christian 
King  of  it  was.  My  hmMUy  does  not  stoop  to  exultation  on  such 
pigmy  victories ;  but  it  does  find  matter  of  triumph  on  seeing  that 
when  your  Ladyship  pretends  to  vanity,  you  are  still  fiuoed  to 
borrow  your  proofr  from  humility  :  for  is  not  it  being  lowly  in  mind 
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to  be  proiid  of  agreeing  in  opiiiion  wiiii  oflkera,  and  not  depenfing 
on  your  own  taste  P  Your  Ladyahip's  example  will  sooner  confinn 
Bue  than  yonr  argamenta  eore  me ;  nay,  I  beg  yon  will  leaTO  me  one 
nrtne^  lest  I  ahonld  not  be  worth  one.  I  hare  at  the  aame  time 
a  supreme  reverenoe  for  pride ;  tar  that  honest  pride  that  makes  one 
respect  one's  sel(  and  prevents  one's  wading  fliroogh  eyery  kennel  to 
keep  one's  plaoe.  Oh  t  that  it  shoald  be  poasiUe  to  be  insolent  on 
the  strength  of  majorities^  and  when  the  tide  turns,  to  croook  to 
fliose  one  has  insulted,  and  beseech  them  to  aeoept  of  treachery  to 
one's  friends  as  an  atonement  t  Humble  or  not,  I  wodU  borst  mStt 
pride  rather  than  so  debase  mysell 

The  winter  has,  indeed^  Kadam,  been  worfliy  ef  last  sommsr. 
On  the  contrary.  Sir  Horace  Mann  teUs  me,  they  have  dcating  on 
the  Anio.  I  went  to  Strawberry  on  Satorday  to  enjoy  the  sen, 
and  to  avoid  the  sqmibs  and  cnuskers.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
glass  shed  at  night,  and  iliey  say  the  illuminations  are  to  be  repeated 
on  Thursday,  when  the  Achniral  is  to  dine  with  the  West  India 
merchants. 

The  rejoiaings  have  produced  exceeding  ill-humour,  which  being 
very  productive  of  the  same  temper  in  its  adversaries,  I  think  the 
nation  will  awake  a  UtQe  from  its  slumbers.  Wheneverthe  thorough 
retfeil  does  come,  it  will  be  very  serious  t 

Poor  Mrs.  Brand  is  dead  of  a  sore  throat;  Lady  Prisoilla  Bertie 
is  married  to-day  [to  Peter  BurreD,  Esq*],  and  the  Queen  has 
produced  another  Prince.^ 

Pray  make  my  lo  PflBans  to  Lady  Gertrude  upon  her  recovery 
from  renoculation ;  and  tell  Lady  Anne  that— 

C  flsnnoi  ebim  GaiUlU't  dioioeti  laj, 
Ai  Ana  sod  AmpthiU  aik  it  aU  for  A. 

P.S. — Mr.  Beaudierk  has  just  called,  and  told  me  a  shocking 
history.  Sir  fiughPalliser  has  a  sister  at  Ycvk,  whom  he  supported. 
As  if  the  poor  woman  was  not  wretched  enough  with  his  disgrace 
and  ruin,  or  accessory  to  his  guilt,  the  mob  there  has  demolished 
her  house,  and  she  is  gone  mad.  What  a  bill  would  the  authors  of 
the  American  war  have  to  pay,  if  they  were  charged  as  they  deserve 
with  all  the  calamities  it  has  given  date  to  I  however,  I  do  believe 
they  are  as  sorry  as  if  they  wore  penitent ! 

1  Priaee  OcUtiw,  died  17S8. — Oussiiraaui. 


Vm.]  TO  SIR  HORAOB  lUKN.  ISl 


17M.    TO  BIB  HOSACB  XAKH. 

iU^  S5, 1770. 

YouB  TeritaUe  nephew  brought  jdb,  yesterday,  yaw  letter  of  the 


6ihy  whieh  eame  by  flie  ootiriery  and  he  has  jnst  sent  me  a  message 
that  your  servant  is  to  set  out  on  his  return  at  three  o'elock.  It  is 
now  noon,  and  I  am  expeoting  a  person  on  bosinesSy  so  that  I  shall 
have  bat  a  minute  to  write. 

My  last  letters  hare  hinted  at  the  disgraces  Lord  Sandwioh's 
artifiees  have  bronght  on  the  Court  by  the  absurd  perseeution  of 
Admiral  EeppeL  It  was  very  nearly  oyertuming  the  Administration; 
and  the  Cbanoellor,  Lord  Weymouth,  and  Ihe  Paymaster/  (a  little 
fiustion  of  themselyes,)  would  have  tumbled  the  rest  down,  could 
tiiey  have  offered  enough  to  content  the  Opposition.  I  think  the 
present  system  will  hold  together  something  long^,  though  their 
credit  is  mueh  shaken.  The  Opposition  is  not  yery  ablci  the  session 
IS  fiur  adyanced,  and  a  little  success  has  arriyed  to  prop  them.  St. 
Luda  is  taken,  secures  St  Yincent's,  and  if  Bynm  joins  that  expedi- 
tion unhurt  by  D'Estaing,  the  West  Indies  will  be  sayed.  These 
are  "I£s;''  but  yet  more  than  the  ministers  have  had  for  some  time. 
The  other  expedition  to  G^rgia  has  prospered  too,  but  is  too  small, 
and  with  the  winter  to  struggle  through,  ^  be  of  much  consequence : 
and  you  see  we  haye  not  as  yet  sent  a  man  to  America  of  late,  nor 
can  get  a  ftousand.  In  short,  what  I  would  not  mention  but  by 
your  own  courier,  nothing  can  be  more  deplorable  than  our  prospect 
It  was  but  yesterday  Lord  North  could  tell  the  House  he  had  got 
the  money  on  the  loan,  and  is  happy  to  get  it  under  eight  per  cent 
Then  the  new  taxes  are  to  come,  and  new  discontent;  the  ill- 
humour  certainly  rises  yery  little  in  proportion  to  the  distresses ;  yet 
eyen  that  has  a  bad  cause — the  indifference  and  dissipation  of  the 
whole  country.  I  fear  it  must  be  some  great  blow  that  will  rouse  us. 
I  doubt  whetixer  the  French  wiU  think  of  Minorca.  Our  greatest 
feliciiy  is,  that  they  seem  to  haye  thought  as  little  as  we.  Is  it 
credible  that  they  diould  haye  attempted  nothing  P  The  war  hitherto 
has  been  a  war  of  priyateering,  in  which  France  has  suffered  most 
In  one  word,  the  backwardness  of  Spain  has  sayed  us.  Their 
junction  with  France  had  giyen  the  finishing  blow. 

1  Mr.  Rigby.— Wauou. 
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Hut  is  but  ft  aketoh,  and  u  mndi  »  I  have  time  to  tdl  jroa.  I 
do  not  say  so  mneh,  nor  anything  to  yoiir  se^ew  that  might  gin 
him  an  in^moaion  that  might  recoil  on  yon.  Indeed,  I  do  bat  locA 
on,  and  lament  (he  £all  of  En^and.  Easy  I  am  so  hr,  that  the  ill- 
SDooeHB  of  the  American  war  has  saved  ns  from  slavery — in  tntth,  I 
am  oontent  that  liberty  will  exist  anywhere,  and  amongst  En^isfa- 
men,  even  'oross  tiie  Atlantio.  The  Soots,  who  plaimed  oar  fdtain^ 
have,  as  formerly,  given  the  Coart  some  heart-atduH,  and  would  be 
tiie  first  to  give  more  if  the  tide  should  torn.  I  think  the  King  will 
rapport  Sandwich  still ;  fhougb  the  load  on  him  is  heavy.  Admiral 
Keppel  has  behaved  with  mnch  deoenoy,  and  mwe  temper  than  eoold 
be  Bzpeoted.  There  was  more  riot  on  Satnrday,  when  he  dined  in 
the  Gtj,  and  mooh  fracture  of  windows ;  bat  it  is  generally  believed 
ttiat  the  Court  hired  the  mob,  to  nuke  the  other  side  sick  of  re- 
jcHcing.  The  Adminl  has  declined  another  dinner,  with  flm  West 
India  merchantB,  to  pevent  more  tomolt ;  and^  now  SL  Lucia  ia 
taken,  I  believe  they  are  glad  to  be  rid  of  him. 

This  is  enongh  for  a  otunment  on  my  laie  letters.  Too  know,  I 
never  shift  my  prinoiptes  with  times.'  The  times,  alas  I  have  shifted 
their  [vinoiples ;  but  I  am  intemqited,  and  most  seal  my  letter,  lest 
it  be  too  late. 


isoo.  TO  am  rouok  lumr. 

JHNwfcM  mrmt,  Monk  *.  m». 

Thbbb  has  been  a  moment  in  which  the  scales  have  been  more 
equally  balanced  tiiian  for  some  years ;  bat  tiie  flootoaticm  has  not 
lasted  a  week.  On  Wednesday,  the  Opposition  in  the  Hoose  of 
Commons  moonted  to  170,  and  the  majority  sunk  to  34.  Yester- 
day, though  the  former  mnatered  foar  more  votes,  the  Administiatioa 
rejected  ^e  motion  by  a  majority  of  72.  He  qaestions  both  days 
rdated  to  the  Fleet.  Testorday  Admiral  Keppel  and  Lord  Howe 
declared  &ey  could  not  serve  nnder  the  present  Ministers ;  yet  I 
think  the  latter  will  stand  their  ground,  even  to  Lord  Sandwich, 
though  the  general  opinion  ia  that  he  will  have  Uie  Seals,  which 
Lord  Suffolk's  death  has  vacated.*  He  died  at  the  Bath  on  Satordayi 

'  KMiacn  irilfa  fbrtnnes,  hnmonn  tnni  with  dfmBi, 
TeoeU  with  booki,  and  piinidplM  witk  Mmn      P-fr — Waltoul 
'  Lord  Stomiont  noctodvd.— .CiUBUWBUi. 
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wUtiber  he  was  but  just  aniyed  in  a  desperate  state.  His  death  is 
BO  blow  but  to  his  £uiiily.  Seldom  was  he  aUe  to  do  any  business ; 
and  had  no  talents  when  he  ooold. 

While  I  am  writing  to  yon  I  am  wishing  finr  some  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  some  in,  to  give  me  an  aooount  of  your 
nephew :  for  one  of  the  moning  papers  says  he  apoke  yesterday  for 
Ihe  Court ;  and,  thouf^  I  am  persuaded  well,  I  want  to  be  told  so ; 
and,  as  I  dine  abroad,  I  am  at  least  as  eager  to  be  able  to  tell  you 
ao,  and  am  afraid  of  not  knowing  it  in  time.  I  did  write  to  you  by 
your  eonrier,butbeIieYe  hedid  not  set  out  by  some  days  so  soon  as  I 
eoqieoted ;  however,  he  must  arrive  before  this. 

We  have,  undoubtedly,  made  a  great  number  of  FreiMih  prises ; 
and  D'Estaing,  in  partioalar,  has  made  a  wolul  figure.  They  say 
at  Paris^  that,  if  ever  he  is  Marshal  of  France,  **  an  moins  son  bAton 
He  sera  pas  du  bois  de  Sainte  Luoie.''  Theie  do  not  seem  to  spring 
many  heroes  out  dT  this  war  on  either  side.  Fame  has  shut  her 
temple,  too,  in  (Germany :  yet  I  think  botii  the  Emperor  and  King 
of  Prussia  have  someolaim  on  history;  the  latter  by  clipping  CflBsar's 
soaring  wings,  and  CflBsar  by  having  kept  so  old  and  so  aUe  a  professor 
at  bay  for  a  whole  campaign.  Still,  tiie  prafessor  has  carried  a  great 
point  by  having  linked  his  interests  with  those  of  the  Empire.  The 
gratitude  of  those  princes  might  soon  wear  out;  but  it  is  their 
interest  to  maintain  a  great,  thouj^  new,  power,  that  can  balance 
the  House  of  Austria. 

We  have  no  private  news  of  any  sort  As,  by  your  desire,  I  write 
more  frequently  than  formerly,  you  must  be  content  with  shorter 
letters ;  for  distance  and  absence  deprive  us  of  the  little  incidents  of 
common  correspondence.  I  am  forced  to  write  to  you  of  such  events 
only  as  one  would  write  to  posterity.  One  cannot  say,  **  I  dined 
witli  such  a  person  yesterday,''  when  the  letter  is  to  be  a  fortnight 
on  the  road ;  still  less,  when  you  know  nothing  of  my  Lord  or 
Mr.  Such-an-one,  whom  I  should  mention. 

Your  nephew  desired  me  to  give  him  a  list  of  pamphlets  for  you ; 
I  told  him,  as  is  true,  that  there  is  scarcely  any  sudi  thing.  The 
pamphleteers  now  vent  themselves  in  quotidian  letters  in  the  news- 
papers. Formerly,  you  know,  there  were  only  weekly  essays  in  a 
'  Fog's  Journal '  or  *  Craftsman : '  at  present,  every  morning  paper 
has  one  page  of  political  invective  at  least,  and  so  coarse,  that  they 
would  be  as  sour  as  vinegar  before  they  reached  Florence :  you  would 
enm  yourself  at  reading  them. 

I  asked  you  about  a  report  of  Lord  Maynard's  sudden  death.  We 
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know  it  WW  £dae^  and  Hmt  hit  wife  [NtMy  Flunnns],  wbo  has 
always  some  fanrnnatiiig  powder,  has  estabUdied  hanelf  at  the  Cbvt 
of  Naples,  by  dispensing  James's,  lliey  say  she  is  imiTeraally  Tisited, 
except  by  those  English  prodes^  the  Oomitoflsos  of  Beikdey  and 
Orfiord.  I  sboold  net  wender  if  the  femer  was  to  dethrone  Lady 
Maynaid  by  diotEQmting  KejBar^e  pilla>' 

P JSL  I  kept  my  letter  open  to  the  last  miAiite^  and  am  now  Tesed 
to  tell  you  that  *  ThePublio  Advertiser'  misled  me.  Tomr  nephew 
did  speak  yeetevday,  and Tery  well;  but  not  far  iiie  AdrniniafaraliMt 
It  soiprises  me  much ;  far  'tibe  last  time  I  aaw  him,  not  a  fortnigfat 
ago,  his  hmgoage  waa  Tory  diflBorenti  aa  it  was  before  Ghristmas; 
and  I  told  yon  how  mneh  I  eneooiaged  him  in  those  sentiments  on 
year  aoeomt;  not  that  I  think  any  man  ooold  be  so  unjnet  as  te 
impute  his  deflations  to  yoo,  who  would  be  the  last  man  iqMm  earth 
to  instil  opposition  into  himu  I  hope  he  has  no  sooh  intention,  and 
that  Ihis  sally  will  have  no  suite.  It  would  be  impoasible  far  me, 
and  so  out  of  oharaoter  that  it  would  have  no  weig^ti  to  aigue  wifli 
him,  when  I  have  ever  so  totally  oondemned  the  AiwariAi^T*  war, 
which  has  undone  us ;  bat  I  shall  entreat  him  not  to  frequent  the 
House,  and  to  retom  to  you,  rather  than  act  a  part  that  would  be 
unpleasing  to  you.  I  think  if,  in  your  gentle  way,  you  lamented 
yourself  to  him,  hjM  oongemal  natore  would  be  more  struck  than  even 
if  he  had  not  acted  contrary  to  your  wishes.  I  have  not  time  to  say 
a  word  muie  but  do  iu>t  toimant  yonrsell  Trust  to  your  own 
merit;  and,  if  year  modesty  is  too  great  fbr  that»  call  in  philosophy, 
that  is  a  real  comfarter,  when  ooapled  widi  the  ooniwimisnees  of 
having  done  our  duty. 


1801.    TO  SIB  DAYID  DALBTMPLB. 

AfiingUm  Stred,  Manh  12, 1779. 

I  HAYB  received  this  moment  firom  your  bookseller.  Sir,  the  valuable 
present  of  the  second  volume  of  your  ''Annals,"  and  beg  leave  to 
return  you  my  grateful  thanks  for  so  agreeable  a  gift,  of  which  I  can 
only  have  taken  a  look  enough  to  lament  that  you  do  not  intend  to 
continue  the  work.  Repeated  and  severe  attacks  of  the  gout  forbid 
my  entertaining  visions  of  pleasures  to  come ;  but  though  I  might 

>  For  the  eut  of  4  diBgqatiag  diwin.— Walioi*. 
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not  hmm  the  Mtrantage  ef  your  laboun.  Sir,  I  wish  too  weH  to 
poBterify  not  to  be  mxnj  that  yoa  check  yovr  hand. 

Lodi  Bnohsn  did  me  the  honour  lately  of  eonraltbg  me  on 
portraits  of  illustrions  Soots.  I  reooUeot  thai  there  is  at  Windsor  a 
Tery  good  portrait  of  your  eoontryman  Dons  Scotosy'  whose  name 
strodk  me  on  jnst  turning  over  your  yolnme.  A  good  print  was  made 
from  that  piotare  some  years  ago,  bat  I  betiere  it  is  now  very  scarce: 
as  it  is  not  woirih  while  to  trouble  his  Lordship  wilh  another  letter 
fcr  that  purpose  only,  may  I  take  Ihe  liberfy.  Sir,  (tf  begging  you  to 
mention  it  to  his  Lordship  P 


1802.    TO  SIB  HOBACB  UASV. 

Arlingkm6irea,Mankn,  1779. 

If  your  representatiye  dignity  is  impaired  westward,  you  may  add 
to  your  eastern  titles  those  of  'Bose  of  India'  and  'Pearl  of 
Fondicherry/  The  latter  gem  is  now  set  in  one  of  the  Tooant  sockets 
of  the  British  diadem. 

I  have  nothing  to  subjoin  to  this  high-flown  paragraph,  that  will 
at  all  keep  pace  with  the  majesty  of  it.  I  shoidd  hare  left  to  the 
Oazette  to  wish  you  joy,  nor  haye  begun  a  new  letter  without  more 
materials,  if  I  did  not  fear  you  would  be  still  uneasy  about  your 
nephew.  I  hear  he  has,  since  his  pdrenthena,  roted  again  with  the 
Court ;  therefore  he  has  probably  not  taken  a  r^ewpari,  but  only  made 
a  Pindaric  transition  on  a  particolar  question.  I  haye  seen  him  but 
twice  since  Us  arriyal,  and  from  both  those  yisits  I  had  no  reason  to 
expect  he  would  act  d^brently  from  what  you  wished.  Perhaps  it 
may  neyer  happen  again.  I  go  so  little  into  the  world,  that  I  don't 
at  all  know  what  company  he  frequents.  He  talked  so  reasonably 
and  tenderly  with  regard  to  you,  that  I  shall  be  much  deceiyed  if  he 
often  giyes  you  any  inquietude. 

The  place  of  Secretary  of  State  is  not  replenished  yet  Seyeral 
different  successors  haye  been  talked  of.  At  least,  at  present,  there 
is  a  littie  chance  of  its  being  supplied  by  the  Opposition.  Their 
numbers  haye  &llen  off  again,  though  they  are  more  alert  than  they 
used  to  be.  I  do  not  loye  to  foretell,  because  no  Elijah  left  me  his 
mantie,  in  which,  it  seems,  the  gift  of  prophecy  resides ;  and,  if  I 

I  Now  at  Hampton  Court  As  Dona  Scotoa  died  in  1808,  the  piefcore  ia  not  a 
contampoimiy  portrait,  bat  a  Holyrood  mann&etare. — Cvviiuiobaic. 
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see  okrads  gatherings  I  feas  care  to  annoimee  tiiieir  oonteiiii  to 
poet-offioes.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  aecrety  nor  one  to  duguifle 
if  it  were,  that  the  French  trade  must  anffer  immenaely  by  our 
captures. 

Private  news  I  know  none.  The  Bidiopa  are  trying  to  put  a  stop 
to  one  staple  commodity  of  that  kind.  Adultery.  I  do  not  suppose 
ttiat  they  expect  to  lessen  it ;  but,  to  be  sure,  it  was  grown  to  a 
sanciness  that  did  call  for  a  decenter  yeO.  I  do  not  think  they  haye 
fimnd  put  a  good  core ;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  too,  that  flagrancy 
proceeds  from  national  depravity,  which  tinkering  one  brandi  will 
not  remedy.  Perhaps  polished  manners  are  a  better  proof  of  virtue 
in  an  age  than  of  vice,  though  system-makers  do  not  hold  so: 
at  least,  decency  has  seldom  been  the  symptom '  of  a  sinking 
nation. 

When  one  talks  on  general  themes,  it  is  a  sign  of  having  little  to 
say.  It  is  not  that  there  is  a  deartti  of  topics ;  bat  I  only  profess 
sending  you  information  on  events  that  really  have  happened,  to 
goide  yon  towards  forming  a  judgment  At  home,  we  are  fed  with 
magnificent  hopes  and  promises  that  are  never  realised.  For 
instance,  to  prove  discord  in  America,  Monsieur  de  la  Fayette  was 
said  to  rail  at  the  Congress,  and  their  whole  system  and  transactions. 
There  is  just  published  an  intercourse  between  them  that  exhibits 
enthusiasm  in  him  towards  their  cause,  and  the  highest  esteem  for 
him  on  their  side.  For  my  part,  I  see  as  little  chance  of  recovering 
America  as  of  re-conquering  ilie  Holy  Land.  Still  I  do  not  amuse 
you  with  vidons  on  either  side,  but  tell  you  nakedly  what  advantage 
has  been  gained  or  lost  This  caution  abbreviates  my  letters ;  bui^ 
in  general,  you  can  depend  on  what  I  tell  you.    Adieu  I 

I  hear  this  moment  that  an  account  is  come  this  morning  of 
D'Estaign  with  sixteen  ships  being  blocked  up  by  Byron  at  Martinioo, 
and  that  Bowley  with  eight  more  was  expected  by  the  latter  in  a 
day  or  two.  D'Estaii^,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  starved  to  surrender, 
and  the  island  too.  I  do  not  answer  for  this  intelligence  or  con* 
sequences;  but,  if  the  first  is  believed,  you  may  be  sure  the 
rest  is. 


Vm.]  TO  THI  UY.  MR.  OOJJL  W 


1808.    TO  THB  RKY.  WILUAX  COLS. 

AvtMsterry  ffiU,  Mmrdk  S8»  1778. 

Tour  last  caUed  for  no  answer;  and  I  haye  so  litfle  to  tell  yon, 
that  I  only  write  to-day  to  aToid  the  air  of  remisBneas.  I  oame 
hither  on  Friday,  for  this  last  week  has  been  too  hot  to  stay  in 
London;  but  March  is  arrived  this  morning  with  his  north  •easterly 
malice,  and  I  suppose  will  assert  his  old  style  claim  to  the  third  dt 
April.  The  poor  infant  apricots  will  be  the  victim  to  fliat  Herod  of 
the  almanack.  I  have  been  much  amnsed  with  new  trsvds  through 
Spain  by  a  Mr.  Swinbnme  * — at  least  with  the  Alhambra,  of  the 
inner  parts  of  which  there  are  two  beautifiil  prints*  The  Moors 
were  the  most  polished,  and  had  most  taste  of  any  people  in  the 
Gtothio  ages;  and  I  hate  the  knave  Ferdinand  and  his  bigoted 
Qaeen  for  destroying  them.  These  new  travels  are  simple,  and 
do  tell  yon  a  little  more  than  late  voyagers,  by  whose  acconnts  one 
wonld  think  there  was  nothing  in  Spain  but  mideteers  and  fondangos. 
In  truth  there  does  not  seem  to  be  much  worth  seeing  but  prospects; 
and  those,  unless  I  were  a  bird,  I  would  never  visit,  when  the 
accommodations  are  so  wretched. 

Mr.  Cumberland  has  given  the  town  a  Masque,  called  CSaljrpso,* 
which  is  a  prodigy  of  dulness.  Would  you  behove,  that  such  a  sen* 
timental  writer  would  be  so  gross  as  to  make  cantharides  one  of  the 
ingredients  of  a  love-potion  for  enamouring  Telemaohus  P  If  you 
think  I  exaggerate,  here  are  the  lines : 

To  tlMi^  Um  hoi  Hiipftolfta  117 
ShiU  bid  hk  laogvid  pulie  boti  hl|^ 

Proteus  and  Antiope  are  Minerva's  missioners  for  securing  the 

■  **  Trareb  throiigli  Spsia,  in  the  yean  1775  tnd  1778 ;  in  which  wrenl  Monn- 
monis  of  Bomaa  and  Mooriah  Arehitoctiire  are  illiuiimted  l^aoearale  Diawiiiga 
taken  on  the  spot.  By  Heniy  Swinbnme."  London,  1779,  4to.  Mr.  Swinbvrne 
alio  pnbliahed,  in  178M,  hia  '<  Tnreb  in  the  Two  Siciliee»  during  the  Tean  1777-8-9, 
and  1780.**  Thia  celebrated  tfareller  waa  the  yonngesi  ion  of  Sir  Jcto  Swinbnme, 
of  Oapheaion,  Northnmberbuid,  the  long-eitabliahed  aeal  cf  thai  andeni  Boman 
Catholic  fiunily.  Pecuniary  embarranmenta,  arising  from  the  mairiage  of  Ida 
daughter  to  PmI  Benfield,  Biq.,  and  oonieqaeni  inrolTemeni  in  the  misfortunes  of 
that  adTcnturor,  induced  him  to  obtain  a  place  in  the  newly-eeded  settlement  of 
Trinidad,  whore  he  died  in  1808. — Waiaiiv. 

*  "  Calypso  **  was  brought  out  at  CoTent-Qarden  theatre,  but  was  performed  only  a 
Cbw  nights.  It  was  impradently  ushered  in  by  a  prelude,  in  whidi  tlie  author  treated 
the  newspaper  editors  as  a  set  of  unprincipled  fellows. —Weiobt. 
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piinoe's  Tirtuey  and  in  reoompeDie  fliey  aie  mairied  and  orowned 
king  and  queen  t 

I  have  bought  at  Hudson's  sale  a  fine  design  of  a  ohinmey-pieoey 
by  Holbein,  for  Henry  VUl.'  If  I  had  a  room  left,  I  would  erect 
It  is  oertainly  not  so  Gothio  as  that  in  my  Holbein  room;  but  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  taste  for  that  bastard  style;  perhaps  it  was  executed 
at  Nonsuch. 

I  do  intend*  imder  Mr.  Essex's  inspection^  to  begin  my  OflSces 
next  spring.  It  is  late  in  my  day,  I  confess,  to  return  to  brick  and 
mortar;  but  I  shall  be  glad  to  perfect  my  plan,  or  the  next  pes- 
sessorwill  marry  my  castle  to  a  Doric  stable.  There  is  a  perspectiye 
through  two  or  three  rooms  in  the  Alhambra,  that  might  easily  be 
in^Kroyed  into  Gothic,  though  there  seems  but  small  affinity  between 
them;  and  they  might  be  finished  within  with  Dutch  tiles,  and 
paiating,  or  bits  of  ordinary  marble,  as  there  must  be  gilding. 
Mosaic  seems  to  be  their  chief  omamentB,  for  walls,  ceilings,  and 
floors.  Fancy  must  sport  in  the  furniture,  and  mottos  might  be 
gallant,  and  would  be  very  Arabesque.  I  would  hare  a  mixtore 
of  colours,  but  with  a  strict  attention  to  harmony  and  taste;  and 
some  one  should  predominate,  as  supposing  it  the  fkvourite  colour  of 
the  lady  who  was  soyereign  of  the  knighf  s  affections  who  built  the 
house.  Carpets  are  classically  Mahometans,  and  fountains — ^bnt, 
alas!  our  climate  till  last  summer  was  neyer  romantic!  Were 
I  not  so  old,  I  would  at  least  build  a  Moorish  noyel — ^for  you  see 
my  head  runs  on  Granada — and  by  taking  the  most  picturesque 
parts  of  the  Mahometan  and  Catholic  religions,  and  with  the  mixture 
of  African  and  Spanish  names,  one  might  make  something  yery 
agreeable — at  least  I  wQl  not  giye  the  hint  to  Mr.  Cumberland. 
Adieu  I    Yours  eyer. 


1S04.    TO  SDWABD  GIBBON,  SSa 

[1779.] 

The  penetration,  solidity,  and  taste,  that  made  you  the  first  of 
historians,  dear  Sir,  prevent  my  being  surprised  at  your  being  the 
best  writer  of  oontroyersial  pamphlets  too.'    I  haye  read  you  with 

'  Thi«  rery  fine  drawing,  which  Wslpole  bought  at  the  sale  of  Hudson  the  {Muntar 
(who  had  it  from  hit  iather-in-law,  Biohardaon)  waa  sold  at  the  Sirawbeny  HiU  aale 
lor  83^  12t.,  and  ia  now  in  the  British  Musenm. — Cuwivohim. 

*  Oibbon'a  celebrated  "  Vindication  "  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Chaptera  of 
his  History  appeared  early  in  the  year  1779.— Wuoht. 


imj  vo  fm  oomnsB  ot  omom.  ^m^ 

man  prediiitetion  tiMn  mtSk  a  wtnk  deflenredy  Imt  I  ooald  not 
diaobej  yon  and  detain  ii  Yet  eren  in  that  hurry  I  oould  diaeetn, 
besides  a  flionsand  beanties  and  strokes  of  wit|  the  ininuiable  eighty- 
third  page,  and  the  eonsoiow  dignity  that  you  maintain  ttuooghoat^ 
oyer  yonr  monkish  antagonists.  When  yon  are  so  superior  in  argu- 
menty  it  would  look  like  insensibility  to  tiie  power  of  your  reasoning, 
to  select  transient  passages  lor  oommendatian ;  and  yet  I  nnist 
mention  one  that  pleased  me  partieolarly,  from  the  delioacy  of  the 
seyerity,  and  from  its  noyelty  too ;  it  is,  boU  k  not  the  tcard. 
Tina  is  the  feathered  arrow  of  Oupid,  that  is  more  formidable  than 
the  club  of  Herooles.  I  need  not  spedfy  thanks,  when  I  proye  how 
much  I  haye  been  pleased.  Yonr  most  obliged. 


ISOf.    TO  THl  OOUHnSB  07  0880BT. 

BeifortUUre,  AprU  8, 1779. 

I  DID  not  answer  yonr  Ladyship's  letter,  as  I  generally  do,  the 


moment  I  receiyed  it,  beoaose  I  had  nothing  to  tell  you  about  the 
remnant  of  myself,  which  is  the  worst  subject  in  the  world.  I  haye 
been  six  days  at  Strawberry  HQl,  and  I  think  the  soft  south-west  did 
me  good ;  but  I  haye  a  constant  foyeridi  heat  that  seems  to  be 
nndermining  my  ruins ;  howeyer  its  progress  is  yery  slow ;  and  so  if 
you  please  we  will  say  no  more  of  it ;  but  your  goodness  in  inquiring 
is  written  on  my  heart's  last  taUei  Mr.  Mason  was  with  me  for 
two  days :  he  is  printing  the  third  book  of  his  '  Ghurden.' 

Lord  Harrington  is  gathered  to  his  fothera,  or  rather,  is  taken  from 
his  moiken.  Lord  Beanohamp's  son  is  well  again.  LordHarringtop 
has  left  my  Lady  2600iL  besides  her  jointure  of  1600/.  a  year;  to 
Lady  Anna  Maria  6W>0L;  6000L  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  and  an  estate  of 
160^  a  year;  but  there  are  so  many  debts  thai  the  legaoies  are  mare 
magnificent  than  generous.  The  charming  house  at  St  James's  ii 
to  be  sold ;  but  it  is  supposed  the  present  earl  will  purchase  it 

This  is  all  I  haye  he«id.  Madam,  since Icame  to  town  yesterday, 
which  is  perfectly  empty ;  flie  grass  grows  in  the  streets,  though 
nowhere  else,  for  the  dunate  is  turned  as  Asiatic  as  the  goyemment ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  time  there  will  be  elephants  and  tigers 
of  our  own  grow^  in  the  Sultan's  gardens,  to  the  great  satiuafaction 
of  Sir  William  Chambers.  I  was  pleased  yesterday  to  see  that, 
though  eyeiytfaing  old-£Euhi(med  is  going  out  of  date,  we  haye  siili 


IM  HORACE  WALPOLm  LRTTXB8.  [Vm. 

reMforbes.  If  oar  trade  deeays  we  lutve  new  handycrofts :  at 
TnmlianL  Green  I  read  on  a  large  board — manufacture  of  tempUs. 
I  suppose  the  Aichbishop  of  York  will  set  up  looms  in  his  diocese 
for  Popisb  ohapeisy  and  Manohester  weave  dungeons  for  the  Inquisi- 
tion. The  pope's  bull  against  the  dissenters'  bill  is  actoally  issued 
from  the  Clarendon  printing-house.  I  was  interrupted  by  jihe 
strangest  stoiy  I  ever  heard,  and  whidi  I  cannot  yet  belieye,  though 
it  is  certainly  true.  Last  night  as  Miss  Ray  was  getting  into  her 
coach  in  Govent  Gbrden  fivm  the  play,  a  dergjrman  shot  her  through 
the  head,  and  then  himself.  She  is  dead ;  but  he  is  aliye  to  be 
hanged — in  the  room  of  Sir  Hugh  PalUser.  Now,  Madam,  can  one 
beliere  such  a  tale  P  How  could  poor  Miss  Ray  haye  offended  a 
divine  P  She  was  no  enemy  to  the  church  militant  or  naval,  to  the 
Church  of  England  or  ilie  church  of  Paphos.  I  do  not  doubt  but  it 
will  be  found  that  the  assassin  was  a  dissenter,  and  instigated  by  the 
Americans  to  g^ve  such  a  blow  to  the  state.  My  servants  have  heard 
that  the  murderer  was  the  victim's  husband :  methinks  his  jealousy 
was  very  long  suffering  t  **  TofUmne  ammis  ctBlestibuB  irm  !  "  and 
that  he  should  not  have  compounded  for  a  deanery  I  What  trials 
Lord  Sandwich  goes  through  I  he  had  better  have  one  for  alL 

JVtday,  M. 

I  gave  David  this  letter  yesterday,  and  had  forgotten  to  seal  it^ 
which  he  did  not  perceive  till  I  was  gone  out  for  the  evening. 
Instead  of  sealing  it  he  kept  it  for  me  till  this  morning  after  I  had 
written  my  second.  I  send  both  to  show  I  had  been  punctual, 
though  all  die  novelty  is  evaporated,  and  my  intelligence  is  not  worth 
a  fiurthiog  more  than  the  newspaper. 

AprU  9, 1779. 

Ladies,  said  a  certain  philosopher,  always  tell  their  minds  in  the 
postscript.  As  that  is  ilie  habitation  of  tmth,  I  send  you.  Madam, 
a  little  more  truth  than  there  was  in  my  narrative  of  yesUdrday, 
which  was  warm  from  the  first  breath  of  rumour :  yet  though  tlds 
IB  only  a  postscript  I  will  not  answer  for  its  perfect  veracity.  It  is 
the  most  authentic  account  I  have  yet  been  able  to  collect  of  so 
strange  a  story,  of  which  no  doubt  you  are  curious  to  know  more. 

The  assassin's  name  is  Hackman ;  be  is  brother  to  a  reputable 
tradesman  in  Cheapside,  and  is  of  a  very  pleasing  figure  himself, 
and  most  engaging  behaviour.  About  five  yean  ago  he  was  an 
officer  in  the  66tli  r^;iment,  and  being  quartered  at  Huntingdon, 
pleased  so  much  as  to  be  invited  to  the  oratorios  at  Hinchinbrook, 
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and  was  much  earessed  iliere.  Struck  with  Miss  BajT'-s  ohamis  lie 
proposed  marriage ;  but  she  told  him  she  did  not  choose  to  carry  a 
knapsack.  He  went  to  Ireland^  and  there  changed  the  colour  of  his 
doth,  and  at  his  retam,  I  think  not  long  ago,  renewed  his  suit, 
hoping  a  cassock  would  be  more  tempting  than  a  gorget ;  but  in 
▼ain«  Miss  Bay,  it  seemsi  has  been  oat  of  order,  and  abroad  but 
twice  all  the  winter.  She  went  to  the  play  on  Wednesday  night  for 
the  second  time  with  Ghdii  the  sLoger.  Daring  the  play  the  desperate 
loTer  was  at  the  Bedford  Goffee  Hoose,  and  bdiaved  with  great 
calmness,  and  drank  a  glass  of  capillaire.  Towards  the  condosiony 
he  sallied  into  the  piazza,  waiting  till  he  saw  his  victim  handed  by 
Mr.  Macnamara.  He  came  behind  her,  paUed  her  by  the  gown,  and 
on  her  taming  roond,  clapped  the  pistol  to  her  forehead,  and  shot 
her  through  the  head.  With  another  pistol  he  then  attempted  to 
shoot  himself,  but  the  ball  only  gracing  his  broWi  he  tried  to  dash 
oat  his  own  brains  with  the  pistol,  and  is  more  woonded  by  fliose 
blows  than  by  the  balL 

Lord  Sandwich  was  at  home  expecting  her  to  sapper  at  half-an- 
hour  after  ten.  On  her  not  returning  an  hoar  later,  he  said  some- 
thing must  haye  happened :  however,  being  tired  he  went  to  bed  at 
half-an-hour  after  eleven,  and  was  scarce  in  bed  before  one  of  his 
servants  came  in,  and  said  Miss  Bay  was  shot  He  stared,  and 
could  not  comprehend  what  the  fellow  meant;  nay,  lay  stQl,  which 
is  full  as  odd  a  part  of  the  story  as  any.  At  twelve  came  a  letter 
from  the  surgeon  to  confirm flie  account;  and  then  he  was  extremely 
afflicted. 

Now,  upon  the  whole,  Madawj  is  not  the  story  full  as  strange  as 
ever  it  was  P  Miss  Bay  has  six  children,  the  eldest  son  is  fifteen, 
and  she  was  at  least  three  times  as  much.  To  bear  a  hopeless 
passion,  for  five  years,  and  then  murder  one's  mistress — I  donH 
onderstaiid  it !  If  flie  story  dean  up  at  all,  yoor  Ladyship  diall 
have  a  sequel  These  dieuinstanoes  I  received  tiom  Lord  Hertford, 
who  heard  them  at  Court  yesterday  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 
Iforgot  that  the  Ghdli  swooned  away  on  the  spot 

I  do  not  love  tragic  events  mpureperte.  If  they  do  happen, 
I  would  have  them  historic.  This  is  only  of  kin  to  history,  and 
tends  to  nothing.  It  is  very  impertinent  in  one  Hackman,  to  rival 
Herod,  and  shoot  Mariamne— -and  thai  Mariamne,  a  kept  mistress  I 
and  yet  it  just  sets  curiosity  agog,  because  she  bdongs  to  Lord 
Sandwich,  at  a  critical  momentr— and  yet  he  might  as  well  have 
killed  any  other  inhabitant  of  Covent  Garden. 
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180«.    TO  THE  BSY.  IHLLIAH  00L8. 

ArUngtcn  Street,  April  12, 1779. 

As  your  gout  was  so  conoise,  I  will  not  oondole  on  it,  but  I  am 
sorry  you  are  liaUe  to  it  if  you  do  but  take  the  air.  Thank  you  for 
telling  me  of  the  yendible  curiosities  at  the  Alderman's.  For  Si 
Pet^s  portrait  to  hang  to  a  fedrie's  watdh,  I  shall  not  think  of  it| 
both  as  I  do  not  belieye  it  very  like,  and  as  it  is  composed  of  inyiaible 
writing,  for  which  my  eyes  are  not  young  enough.  In  truth*  I  hare 
almost  left  off  making  purchases ;  I  hare  neither  room  for  anything 
more,  nor  inclination  &r  them,  as  I  reckon  eyerything  yery  dear 
when  one  has  so  little  time  to  enjoy  it  Howeyer,  I  oannot  say  but 
the  plates  by  Bubens  do  tempt  me  a  little — ^yet,  as  I  do  not  caie  to 
buy  eyen  BiibcDS  in  a  pokiB,  I  should  wish  to  know  if  the  Alderman 
would  let  me  see  if  it  were  but  one.  Would  he  be  persuaded  ?  I 
would  pay  for  the  coniage^  though  I  should  not  buy  them. 

htai  de  Ferrers  will  be  infinitely  happy  with  the  sig^t  of  the 
pedigree,  and  I  will  certainly  taU  him  of  it,  and  how  kind  you  are. 

Strype's  account^  or  rather  Stew's,  of  Biohard's  person  is  yery 
remarkable — but  I  haye  done  with  endeayouring  at  trutL  Weeds 
grow  more  naturally  than  what  cne  plants.  I  hear  your  Canta- 
brigians are  still  unshaken  Chattertoniaas*  Many  men  are  about 
falsehood  like  girU  about  the  first  man  that  makes  loye  to  fliem :  a 
handsomer,  a  richer,  or  eyen  a  sinoerer  loyer  cannot  eradicate  the 
first  impression — ^but  a  sillier  swiun,  or  a  sLDier  legend,  sometimes 
gets  into  the  head  of  the  miss  or  the  learned  man,  and  displaoes  tha 
imteoedent  fi>lly»    Truth's  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. 

I  do  not  know  whether  our  deygy  ate  growing  Mahometans  or 
not :  they  certainly  are  not  what  they  profess  themselyes — but  as 
you  and  I  should  not  agree  perhaps  in  assigning  the  same  defects  to 
them,  I  will  not  enter  on  a  subject  which  I  haye  i«omised  you  to 
drop.  All  I  allude  to  now  ib^  the  shocking  murder  of  Miss  Bay 
by  a  diyine.  In  my  own  opinion,  we  are  growingmore  fit  for  Bedlam 
than  &r  Mahomef  s  paradise.  The  poor  criminal  in  question,  I  am 
persuaded,  is  mad — and  the  misfortune  is,  the  law  does  not  know  how 
to  define  the  shades  of  madness;  and  thus  there  are  twenty  out- 
pensioners  of  Bedlam,  for  one  that  is  confined.  You,  dear  Sir,  hays 
chosen  a  wiser  path  to  happiness  by  depending  on  yourself  for  amuse- 
ment   Books  and  past  ages  draw  one  into  no  scrapes,  and  perhaps  it 
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ja  best  not  to  know  much  of  men  till  they  are  dead.    I  wish  yo^ 
}?eal|hr— yon  ^ant  xiofihing  <q1s^«    I  am.  dear  Sir,  yours  most  truly. 


1807.    TO  BIB  HOBACB  MAKN. 

Stra^fberry  HiU,  April  17, 1779. 

I  AM  grieved  to  hear  of  your  having  the  rheiqnatism  «o  acutely  in 
yoir  h^ad.  Though  it  is  not  daiigerousy  lik^  the  gout,  its  duration  is 
mor0  ^uatuatiBg^  and  not  consistent  in  a  fit  I  trust  it  will  be  gone 
long  before  I lu»r  again;  but  the  suspense  will  b^  veiy  uneasy  to  me» 
and  one  of  the  evils  of  «uch  great  distance. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  your  nephew  had  himself  given  you  ^  account 
of  his  parenthesis  of  Opposition,  as  you  can  «peak  more  freely  tp  him 
than  if  yo^  jhad  leanit  it  only  from  mte.  Yery  uncertain  it  is  when 
I  shall  s^  him  .agaiu,  whieh  I  have  dpne  but  thrice ;  nor  could  I 
expect  more  from  3o  muck  younger  a  man.  We  live  pi  very  difr 
ferent  world£|,  qr  ifift)^  I  live  almost  out  of  it,  and  he  (fpie  in  it,  and 
yet  not  where  I  do.  At  this  .time  of  year,  too,  I  am  here  half  the 
week.  I  hope  he  will  j|ive  you  no  more  uneasiness ;  but  ypu  m^ 
have  patience  if  he  does.  Nephews  and  nieces  are  not  v^ry  tract- 
able. My  own  unde  did  not  find  me  so ;  and  I  do  not  wonder  at 
otheors.  One  ;must  wiiap  one's  «elf  up  in  one's  sel£  fecmle  have 
difficulty  enough  of  conducting  their  own  children— mercy  on  ns, 
were  we  to  answer  for  coUaterals. 

Iliere  have  been  no  FarUamentary  clouds,  because  during  ihe 
holydays  there  has  been  no  FarliAnent :  but  the  political  horizon 
does  not  dear  up.  I  bade  you  a  little  expect  the  conquest  of  Marti- 
nico ;  but  that  prospect  seems  pretty  much  vanished.  If  the  letters 
yesterday  from  France  speak  truth,  our  trust  in  Spain  is  dispelled 
likewise :  it  is  said  she  has  declared  for  the  Americans  too,  and  it 
has  been  whispered  here  for  these  two  days: — ^there  is  no  occasion  to 
oommest  on  that  a<idition  to  our  load  1 — ^nor  shall  I  tell  you  other 
ugly  symptoms.  A  Spani^  war  is  as  much  «s  you  can  digest  at 
once.  If  I  alanoa  you  on  ibad  grounds,  it  will  make  amends  for  my 
having  vainly  promised  you  Martinioo ;  though  I  never  warrant  but 
what  is  actually  passed. 

Though  Sir  Hugh  Falliser's  trial  has  been  begun  this  week,  the 
public  does  not  honour  it  with  the  same  attention  as  Keppel's.  It 
does  not  brighten  for  the  Yice- Admiral 

For  the  last  week  all  conversation  has  been  engrossed  by  a  shoddng 

TOU  TO.  O 
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murder,  committed  on  the  person  of  a  poor  woman  connected  with  a 
most  material  personage  now  on  the  great  stage.  You  will  haye 
seen  some  mention  of  it  in  the  papers ;  I  mean  the  assassination  of 
Miss  Ray,  Lord  Sandwich's  mistress,  by  a  dergyman,  who  had  been 
an  officer,  and  was  desperately  in  love  with  her,  though  she  is  be- 
tween thirty  and  forfy,  and  has  had  nine  children.  She  was 
allowed  to  be  most  engaging ;  and  so  was  the  wretched  loTcr,  who 
had  fixed  his  hopes  of  happiness  on  marrying  her,  and  had  been 
refused,  after  some  encouragement ;  I  know  not  how  much.  On  his 
trial  yesterday  he  behaved  very  unlike  a  madman,  and  wishes  not  to 
Eve.  He  is  to  suffer  on  Monday,  and  I  shall  rejoice  when  it  is  over; 
for  it  is  shocking  to  reflect  that  there  is  a  human  being  at  this 
moment  in  so  deplorable  a  situation.  It  would  be  foolish  to  repeat 
that  we  are  a  nation  of  lunatics ;  yet,  with  so  many  outward  and 
visible  signs,  can  one  avoid  thinking  so  f  Alas  I  we  are  likely  to 
undergo  sharp  purgations,  that  may  bring  us  to  our  senses  again  I 
Hie  loss  of  blood  has  not  yet  cured  us.  For  the  loss  of  money,  it 
has  had  but  the  same  effect  on  the  nation  as  on  our  youthful  game- 
sters— it  has  made  us  more  extravagant. 

I  shall  reserve  the  rest  of  my  paper  till  Tuesday :  peihaps  I  may 
be  able  to  oontradiot  the  Spanish  article. 

No ;  I  do  not  affirm  nor  deny :  however,  nothing  is  yet  public, 
and  limagine  there  is  still  some  n^tiation  going on^  as  llie  Spanish 
Ambassador  receives  frequent  couriers,  and  writes  much. 

The  poor  assassin  was  executed  yesterday.  The  same  day  Charles 
Fox  moved  for  flie  removal  of  Lord  Sandwich,  but  was  beaten  by  a 
large  majority;  for  in  Parliament  the  ministers  can  still  gain 
victories.    Adieu  I 

ISOS.    TO  THE  RBY.  WILLIAM  OOLB. 

AfUngkm  Street,  April  20^  1778. 

I  HAVE  received  the  plates  very  safely,  but  hope  you  nor  th0 
Alderman  will  take  it  iU  that  I  retam  them.  They  are  extremdy 
pretty,  and  uncommonly  well  preserved ;  but  I  am  sure  they  are 
not  by  Rubens,  nor  I  believe  after  his  designs,  for  I  am  persuaded 
they  are  older  than  his  time.  In  truth,  I  have  a  great  many  of  the 
same  sort,  and  do  not  wish  for  more.  I  shall  send  them  back  on 
Thursday  by  the  Fly,  and  will  beg  you  to  inquire  after  them ;  and  I 
trust  they  will  arrive  as  safely  as  they  did  to,  yours  ever. 


1770.1  TO  SIR  HORACS  MANK.  IM 


laOO.    TO  THB  BBY*  WILLUM  OOLB. 

AprU  S8, 1779. 

I  OUGHT  not  to  trouble  you  so  often  when  yon  are  not  well ;  bnt 
that  18  the  yery  eanse  (tf  my  writing  now.  Yonleftoff  abniptiy  from 
disorder^  and  therefore  I  wish  to  know  it  is  gone.  The  plates  I 
hope  got  home  safe.  Ihey  are  pretfyi  eq^edally  the  zeverses ;  but 
the  drawing  in  general  is  Irad. 

Pray  tell  me  what  you  mean  by  €k  priced  oatalogoe  of  the  piotores 
at  Houghton.  Is  it  a  printed  one  P  if  it  is,  where  is  it  to  be  had  f 
— <Kld  questions  from  me,  and  which  I  should  not  wish  to  haya 
mentioned  as  coming  from  me.  I  hare  been  told  to-day  that  they 
are  actually  sold  to  the  Czarina :  eie  iranrit  I  mortifying  enou^ 
were  not  everything  transitory  I  We  must  recollect  that  our  griefr 
and  pains  are  so^  as  well  as  our  joys  and  glories ;  and,  by  balancing 
flie  acooon^  a  grain  of  comfort  is  to  be  extracted.  Adieu  I  I  shall 
be  heartily  glad  to  receive  a  better  account  of  you. 


1810.    TO  MUa  ABIKOTON. 

[1779.J 

Mb.  Walfolx  cannot  express  how  much  he  is  mortified  that  he 
cannot  accept  of  Mrs.  Abington's  obliging  invitation,  as  he  had 
engaged  company  to  dine  with  him  on  Sunday  at  Strawberry  Hill ; 
whom  he  would  put  off,  if  not  foreigners  who  are  leaving  ^gland. 
Mr.  Walpole  hopes,  however,  that  this  accident  will  not  prevent  an 
acquaintance,  which  his  admiration  of  Mrs.  Abington's  genius  has 
made  him  long  desire ;  and  which  he  hopes  to  cultivate  at  Straw* 
berry  Hill,  when  her  leisure  will  give  him  leave  to  trouble  her  with 
an  invitation. 


1811.    TO  SIB  HOBAGE  MAKK. 

Sirawbeny  HiO,  AprU  24, 1779. 

I  BBOiH  my  letter  here,  because  I  am  alone  and  have  leisure, 
of  which  I  cannot  be  sure  in  town ;  and,  should  I  have  any  sudden 
news  to  send,  I  might  not  have  time  to  add  the  trifles  I  may  wish 
to  add. 


IH  HORAOB  WALP0L1*B  LBTTSRS.  [1771. 

I  met  your  nephew  the  other  night  at  the  Duchess  of  Montrose V 
and  was  happy  to  hear  he  had  received  a  more  recent  and  better 
account  of  you  ihan  what  you  gi^ve  me  of  the  rheumatism  in  your 
head.  I  will  send  you  by  him  bootikins  for  both  hands  and  feet 
I  sometimes  haye  rheumatic  pains  in  the  shoulder  in  the  eveningy 
tod  JEk  bootildh  oil  hiy  htod  iinlnediatdy  tetaioves  ii  I  should  hope 
it  would  be  as  efficacious  fet  the  head,  fthcruld  it  f^ttim  thitfiery 
Contrary  to  my  earnest  wkh^ 

Hie  decision  of  Spain  i6  not  puMMy  knowh  y^  In  France 
they  expect  it  in  their  £Etyour.'  Some  he^  MKl  think  it  will  be  a 
hMtrftUi^^.  tKd  one  jti^  ferny  longer  by  flie  flbckli  &«  tingtuy 
would  be  good,  lliey  iamnot  rdasonably  bav^  fiMn,  m  tliey  bayft 
done,  on  the  dittiinutitte  ctoobes^  in  Gtoorgia,  which  kbs  not  eren 
enoouhiged  flie  vidbotB  to  hop^  to  adtaUce^  ^tbettt  whai  they  are 
fer  from  ifeeeivingy  k  reinfbreemenl  I^or  at^  we  mcnre  pmsperotis 
iitgainsl  B'Estaing ;  nor  is  the  capture  of  eight  o^  nine  Domingomen 
Very  beneficial  to  stockholders :  but  so  mudi  induiAry  is  wed  of  late 
in  bolstering  up  the  Sto^  that  they  titB  nb  loftgidr  the  weather^ 
glass  of  fortune^  but  part  of  flie  mask  employed  to  disguise  the 
nation's  own  £Eice  to  itself. 

There  has  been  a  motion  in  each  House  this  week  for  the  removal 
of  Lord  Sandwich ;  but  both  houses  think  him  as  white  as  snow. 
PaSis^r,  probably,  will  be  equally  blanched.  The  Howes,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  come  innnaculate  out  of  the  furnace :  I  believe,  if 
the  Duchess  of  Kingston  was  to  return,  she  mi^t  be  voted  into  her 
old  post  oi  Maid  oi  Honour.  Lord  Lyttelton,  who  thinks  he  has 
talents  for  Secretaiy  of  State,  and  that  want  of  prinoiides  is  no 
impedim^it  (it  was  not  to  his  beiog  Justice  in  Eyre),  has  again 
turned  against  the  Ooort  on  obtaining  the  Seals.  The  grass  would 
grow  in  our  Temple  of  Virtue^  if  it  was  the  sole  vestibule  to  our 
Temple  of  Hoaounu  Gk)vemor  Jolmstone^  having  had  such  diimsy 
success  as  Ambassador  of  peace  to  America,  has  made  his  bazgaiut 
and  is  turned  into  a  commodore  of  a  cruising  squadron.  It  is 
judicious  enough,  I  think,  to  convert  such  men  as  go  upon  the 
highway  of  fortune  into  privateeMs ;  but  Whait  a  figure  do  we  make 
in  Europe  I  Unable  to  raise  the  sums  we  want  for  the  war,  the 
members  of  that  l^arliament  that  is  told  so,  are  yet  occupied  in 
preyinjg  xih  Hhd  dirttesrisee  of  the  'Oovemmentl    WMt  iDomititets 


'  Lady  La^  Mumeriy  daoghter  of  the  Dnke  of  fiatland.    Lady  Luej  Mann,  Sir 
'Horace*!  wife,  was  related  to  her. — Walpoul 
'  The  looked-for  acoomraodation  did  not  take  pUoe.  — Walpoli. 


mnit  Dr,  FnolcUn  naka   on  frary  Q««iqi^i«r   t9  tbfi   Fi^p4 

STlA. 

I  find  nothing  nav  in  town.  Rumoors  (^  peaee  oontiooaL  I 
doobt  it  is  easier  for  botii  sides  to  tw  idok  <^  Uie  var,  than  to 
know  how  to  flgroe.  I  doubt,  too,  that  we  want  peace  nwre  t^ao 
we  desire  it;  and,  as  we  must  buy  it  dear,  we  ahall  not  be  so  ready 
to  pay  the  price.  It  will  not  be  very  ainoere  to  the  AmerioaQS,  it 
we  ^  oonclode;  and  ilie  intentional  insincerity  often  promotes 
peace,  and  sit  least  makes  tlie  saflWera  shut  their  eyes  to  their  own 
loss.  Wo  hiLve  betrayed  such  propensify  to  duplicity,  that  the 
other  side  will  a^ravate  the  bargain ;  for,  as  onnning  is  no  new 
inveation,  it  is  equally  in  the  power  of  both  pEirties  to  employ  it- 
Hankind  n-ill  not  remember  that  bonesfy  cannot  be  detected. 

I  should  nut  send  away  this  scrap,  and  with  so  Jittle  intelligenoe, 
if  I  wore  not  glad  to  tell  yon  that  I  am  easier  about  your  disorder. 
I  will  not  write  ^^ajn  soon  without  more  subetaatial  news. 


IBia.    TO  SIR  HOEACB  MANJI. 

Ormtterrp  HO,  M<m  9, 1779. 

hx  invasiaa  announced  by  the  oommon  pott  from  Paris,  attonptedi 
lepotsed,  given  up,  and  known  hare :  all  this  has  happened  in  eight 
days,  and  in  miniature ;  but  it  was  a  lai^  object,  and  a  long  and 
anxious  intarroX  to  me,  for  tiie  object  was  Jeney,  Ur.  Conway's 
goTfiniment,  and  he  went  post  to  defend  it  Ha  has  qq  idea  of 
danger,  and  has  the  strongest  one  cf  doing  his  duly  tO  a  scrpiile ; 
but  I  will  now  be  methodical,  for  yw  want  ipDwrnation,  not  a 
rh^wody  <m  my  seBsationa. 

On  the  Ist  criF  May,  yastevday  aeTienmghi,  thero  were  forty  letters 
in  town  that  proclaimed  an  iatended  attack  on  Jeney,  of  fifteep 
hundred  men  ccmmuuided  by  a  Frinee  of  Kaaaau,  who  was  to  he 
dadlared  king  of  ^  iiland.  A  secret  ei^tedition  advertisad  with  ao 
aloider  a  fiiroa,  Nweeded  by  the  tzoops  <«  the  iale,  to  say  nothmg  of 
the  ridioale  of  such  a  Boi  dTvetot,  did  not  moke  much  imiffesBton  : 
howenror,  Mr.  Otmway  spread  his  wiaga>  with  my  appcobatiw ;  and, 
on  oonfirmation  arrinng  on  Monday,  set  out  that  pighf.  It  seems 
tiie  islanders,  besides  provokiug  Frasoe  by  tlteir  pnTateem  and 
Dnmerous  captures,  bad  impmdently  adrertised  a  sale,  in  Angtist 
next,  of  priEes,  to  iha  amonnt  of  a  vast  sum,  which  would  have 
been  a  kingdom  indeed,  to  a  little  Deoossttoas  Frinoe.     00  oolleoted 
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a  small  aimy  of  yagatMmds,  like  Us  predeoesBor  Bomiilts ;  Imt  who 
had  80  little  taste  for  the  adyenture  when  its  destination  was  known, 
that  he  was  forced  to  select  fifty  men  from  his  more  regular  r^- 
ment  to  defend  his  person  against  the  companions  of  his  armament 
It  happened  that  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  who  was  going  to  conyoy  fear 
thousand  recruits  to  America,  had  been  detained^  though  probably 
the  French  thought  him  sailed;  and,  hearing  of  the  invasion, 
immediately  sailed  to  Jersey,  without  staying  for  orders.  The 
attack,  however,  had  been  made  on  the  1st  of  the  month :  tibe 
Frendi  had  attempted  to  land,  but  Lord  Seaforth's  new-raised 
r^;iment  oi  seven  hundred  Highlanders,  assisted  by  some  militia 
and  some  artillery,  made  a  brave  stand  and  repelled  the  intruders ; 
and,  as  every  Nassau  does  not  conquer  a  British  island  merely  by 
his  presence,  the  visionary  Monarch  sailed  back  to  France  on  the 
2nd,  and  King  George  and  Viceroy  Conway  remain  Sovereign  of 
Jersey — ^whom  God  long  preserve  I 

We  heard  of  the  repulse  on  Thursday ;  but  it  was  not  till  late  in 
the  night  of  Friday  that  an  account  came  of  the  retreat,  and  I  did 
not  learn  it  till  Saturday  morning ;  in  which  interval  there  seemed 
to  be  twice  eight-and-forty  hours,  and  yet  I  had  concluded  that  the 
French  would  be  retired  before  Mr.  Conway  could  reach  his 
dominions.  We  had  reports  of  the  Brest  fleet  beiog  sailed,  and 
this  little  episode  does  look  like  a  feint  N^otiaticm  is  said  to  be 
at  an  end  or  a  pause.  Arbuthnof  s  activity,  though  greatly  com- 
mendable, is  a  detrimental  delay ;  and  we  have  reason  enough  to 
expect  other  damage.  I  did  hint  to  you  that  we  had  more  thorns 
than  one  in  our  pillow :  it  is  now  too  publidy  known  to  be  dis- 
guised any  longer,  that  Ireland  has  much  the  air  of  Americanizing. 
Our  oppressive  partiality  to  two  or  three  manufacturing  towns  in 
England  has  revolted  the  Irish,  and  {hey  have  entered  into  combi- 
nations against  purchasing  English  goods,  in  terms  more  oflfensive 
than  the  first  associations  of  the  Colonies.  In  short,  we  have  for 
four  or  five  years  displayed  no  alacrity  or  address,  but  in  provoking 
our  friends  and  furnishing  weapons  of  annoyance  to  our  enemies ; 
and  the  unhappy  focility  with  which  the  Parliament  has  subscribed 
to  all  these  oversights  has  deceived  the  Government  into  security, 
and  encouraged  it  to  pull  almost  the  whole  fabric  on  its  own  head. 
We  can  escape  but  by  concessions  and  disgrace;  and,  when  we 
attain  peace,  the  terms  will  prove  that  Parliamentary  majorities 
have  voted  away  the  wisdom,  glory,  and  power  of  the  nation. 

The  Uouse  of  Commons  has  exposed  itself  wofully  these  last  days 
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in  a  less  Bflhir.  ISiejr  hwre  telaaei,  yoted,  unvoted,  and  revoted  an 
inqniryintotheoaiidnotof  the  war;  and  all  the  Gtenerala  at  the  bar 
have  declared  the  impoedbility  of  conquering  America:  so,  the 
Honae  has  nothing  to  do  to  presenre  its  consequenoe,  bat  to  vote  it 
•Aotf  still  be  conquered. 

PaUiser's  trial  has  ended  as  shamefully.  He  is  acquitted,  wUk 
honour,  of  not  haying  obeyed  his  Admiral's  signals:  which  is  termed 
Uameable  for  not  having  given  the  reason  why  he  did  not ;  and  that 
reascm  was  the  rottenness  of  his  mast,  with  which  he  returned  to 
Portsmouth,  williout  its  being  repaired  yet  The  world  is  expecting 
his  restoration ;  for,  when  Eeppel  risked  his  own  reputation  to  save 
Palliser^s,  ought  not  the  latt^  to  be  recompensed  for  accusing  his 
benefiustor  P  But  I  am  sick  of  specifying  all  our  ignominy ;  I  wish 
I  had  any  tittle-tattle  of  less  consequence  to  fill  my  letters  with.  I 
will  go  answer  yours,  and  try  to  Ibrget  England,  as  it  has  fi)rgotten 
itself  I  Oh  I  but  you  ask  if  Byron  has  beaten  D'Estaing  and  taken 
MartiniooP  Not  quite ;  on  the  contrary,  our  conquerors  are  swept 
away  by  a  mortality  in  Santa  Lucia  and  in  Qeorgia.  Content  your- 
self witti  privateeiing ;  we  have  no  other  success. 

The  Presbyterians  of  Scotland  will  not  condole  with  you  on  the 
Pope's  illness;  they  forswear  him  tooth  and  naiL  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt 
is  confined*  and,  the  last  time  T  heard  of  her,  was  very  bad. 
Make  many  compliments,  pray,  for  me  to  the  House  of  Lucan ;  but, 
between  you  and  me,  I  am  not  at  all  delighted  with  their  intending 
to  bring  me  a  present  I  do  not  love  presents,  and  much  less  firom 
anybody  but  very  dear  Mends.  That  family  and  I  are  upon  very 
civil  terms ;  our  acquaintance  is  of  modem  date,  and  rather  waned 
than  improved.  Lady  Lucan  has  an  astonishing  genius  for  copying 
whatever  she  sees.  The  pictures  I  lent  her  trom  my  collection,  and 
some  advice  I  gave  her,  certainly  brought  her  talent  to  marveUous 
perfection  in  five  months ;  for  before,  she  painted  in  crayons,  and  as 
ill  as  any  fine  lady  in  England.  Bhe  modds  in  wax,  and  has  some- 
thing €i  a  turn  towards  poetry ;  but  her  prodigious  vivacity  makes 
her  too  volatile  in  everything,  and  my  lord  follows  wherever  she 
leads.  This  is  only  for  your  private  ear.  I  desire  to  remain  as  well 
as  I  am  with  them ;  but  we  diall  never  be  more  intimate  than  we 
are.    I  am  not  at  all  acquainted  with  your  Lord  Bishop  *  and  my 

*  The  HooomUs  and  Befsraid  ffederick  Hsr?^,  in  1787  Blihop  of  Oloyne.  and 
in  1760  Biihop  of  Derrj.  He  luoceeded  hie  brother  Angoiioa,  as  fourth  Earl  of 
Briaiol,  in  1779.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  Jennyn  Darers,  Bart.— 
CvMneaaii. 
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lady,  hk  wife.  His  moflier  [Lady  Hervey],  niio  was  nmoh  laj 
firiioul,  I  balieye,  did  not  hif^  re^eraaee  his  sinoerity ;  I  nam 
in  my  lifid  met  hiln  at  her  lioase. 

Adieu  I  my  dear  Sir.  Do  not  let  nunoora^  good  or  bad,  agitate 
you.  Bear  public  misfortunes  with  firmness.  Friyate  griefii  hmty 
away  our  thoughts^  and  belong  s6leLy  tb  ouiedves;  but  we  may  be 
ezensed  taking  mote  than  our  shitre  U  fgnfutvi  oalamifiiw 


ISIS.    TO  THB  KEY.  WILLiAK  OOU. 

Arlingion  Street,  May  21, 1779. 

As  Mr.  Essex  has  told  me  that  you  still  oontinue  out  of  order,  I 
am  impatient  to  hear  from  yourself  how  you  are.  Dosendme  aline: 
I  hope  it  will  be  a  satasfiEustory  one. 

Do  you  know  that  Dr.  Ducarel  has  published  a  translation  of  a 
'  History  of  the  Abbey  of  Beo? '  There  is  a  pretty  print  to  it :  and 
one  very  curious  circumstanoei  at  least  valuaUe  to  us  disdpks  of 
Alma  Mater  Etonensis.  The  ram-hunting  was  derived  from  tiie 
manor  of  Wrotham  in  Norfolk,  which  fonneriy  belonged  to  Bee,  and 
being  forfeited,  together  with  other  alien  priories,  was  bestowed  by 
Henry  YI.  on  our  college.  I  do  not  re^nne  at  reading  any  book 
from  which  I  can  learn  a  single  fact  that  I  wish  to  know.  For  the 
lives  of  the  abbots,  they  were,  according  to  the  author,  all  pinka  of 
piety  and  holiness — ^but  there  are  few  other  &cts  amusing,  especially 
with  regard  to  the  customs  of  those  savage  1ames^--6zcepting  that  the 
Empress  Matilda  was  buried  in  a  bull's  hide,  and  afterwards  had  a 
tomb  covered  with  silver. 

There  is  another  new  book  called  'Sketches  from  Nature,'  in  two 
volumes,  by  Mr.  O.  £eate,  in  which  I  found  one  £EU3t  top,  that,  if 
authentic,  is  worth  knowing.  The  work  is  an  imitation  of  Sterne^ 
and  has  a  sort  of  merit,  though  nothing  that  arrives  at  originality. 
For  the  foundation  of  the  church  of  Beculver,  he  quotes  a  manu- 
script said  to  be  written  by  a  Dominican  friar  of  Canterbury,  and 
prseerved  at  Louvain.  The  story  is  evidently  metamorphosed  into  a 
novel,  and  has  very  little  of  an  antique  air ;  but  it  affirms  that  the 
monkish  author  attests  the  beauty  of  Bichard  m.  This  is  very 
absurd,  if  invention  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  story ;  and  therefore 
one  should  suppose  it  genuine.  I  have  desired  Dodslqr  to  tudc  Mr. 
Eeate,  if  there  truly  exists  such  a  manuscript :  if  there  does,  I  own 
I  wish  he  had  printed  it  rather  than  his  own  production ;  for  I  agree 
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inth  Mr.  Grayi  **  that  any  man  living  may  make  a  book  worth 
reading,  if  he  will  but  set  down  wifli  trutli  what  he  has  seen  or  heard, 
no  matter  whether  the  book  is  well  written  or  nof  Let  those  who 
can^t  write,  glean. 


1814.    TO  THE  HON.  H.  8.  OOKWAT. 

AfimgUm  Stnei,  May  22, 1779. 

If  you  hear  of  us  no  oftener  than  we  of  yon,  you  will  be  as  much 
behindhand  in  news  as  my  Lady  Lyttelton.  We  have  seen  a  tra- 
Teller  that  saw  yon  in  your  island,*  but  it  sounds  like  hearing  of 
Ulysses.  Well!  we  must  be  conteni  Ton  are  not  only  not 
dethroned,  but  owe  the  safety  of  your  dominions  to  your  own 
skill  in  fortification.  If  we  do  not  hear  of  your  extending  your 
conquests,  why,  it  is  not  less  than  all  our  modem  heroes  have  done, 
whom  prophets  have  foretold  and  Guzettes  celebrated — or  who  have 
foretold  and  celebrated  themselves.  Pray  be  content  to  be  cooped 
up  in  an  island  that  has  no  neighbours,  when  the  Howes  and 
Clintons  and  Dumnoree  and  Burgoynes  and  Oampbells  are  not  yet 
got  beyond  the  great  river — ^Inquiry  I'  To-day's  papers  say,  that 
the  KUle  Prince  of  Orange'  is  to  invade  you  again ;  but  we  trust  Sir 
James  Wallace  has  clipped  his  wings  so  dose,  that  they  will  not 
grow  again  this  season,  though  he  is  so  ready  to  jf^. 

Nothing  material  has  happened  since  I  wrote  last — so,  as  every 
moment  of  a  civil  war  is  precioos,  every  one  has  been  turned  to  the 
interest  of  diversion.  There  have  been  three  Masquerades,  an 
Installation,  and  the  ball  of  the  knights  at  the  Haymarket  this 
week ;  not  to  mention  Almack's  festino,  Lady  Spencer's,  Ranelagh 
and  Yauxhall,  operas  and  plays.  The  Duchess  of  Bolton  too  saw 
masks — so  many,  that  the  floor  gave  way,  and  the  company  in  the 
dining-room  were  near  Calling  on  the  heads  of  those  in  the  parlour, 
and  exhibiting  all  that  has  not  yet  appeared  in  Doctors'  Commons. 
At  the  knights'  ball  was  such  a  profusion  of  strawberries,  that  people 
could  hardly  get  into  the  supper-room.  I  could  tell  you  more,  but  I 
do  not  love  to  exaggerate. 

*  Mr.  Oonway  was  now  at  hii  goveraoMiit  of  Jeisej.— Walvoul 

*  The  parliamentary  inquiry  which  took  place  in  the  Hoose  of  Oommons  on  the 
conduct  of  the  American  war. — Walpolb. 

^  The  Prince  of  Nassau,  who  had  commanded  the  attack  upon  Jeney,  claiming 
rplationship  to  the  great  house  of  Nassau,  Mr.  Walpole  calls  him  the  "  little  Prince 
of  Orange."— BjtKftY. 
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Lady  Ailesbnry  told  me  this  mornixig  that  Lord  Brisbd  lias  got  a 
calf  with  two  feet  to  each  leg :  I  am  oonyinced  it  is  by  the  Ducbees 
of  Kingston)  who  has  two  of  everything  where  others  have  bat  one.' 
Adieu  I  I  am  going  to  sup  with  Mrs.  Abington,  and  hope  Mis. 
Glive  will  not  hear  of  it 


1815*    TO  SIB  HOEAOB  MAKK. 

Arlington  Street,  Man  29, 1779. 

I  HAVS  two  letters  firom  you  unanswered  of  the  14th  and  15th  of 
this  month.  I  begin  to  reply  to  them ;  though  I  beUeve  my  response 
will  not  set  out  before  June  for  want  of  oorporality.  The  best  news 
I  know  is  what  you  tell  me  of  the  Spanish  Monarch's  resolution  of 
remaining  neuter.  We  seem  able  to  cope  with  France,  who  makes 
war  in  our  own  piddling  style.  We  both  fish  for  islets  that  used  to 
escape  through  the  meshes  of  former  militaiy  drag-nets.  Some 
attempt  on  Lreland  we  expect ;  I  hope  the  Prince  of  Nassau  will 
oonmiand  it  All  this  last  week  we  were  whispered  ministerially 
into  a  belief  of  Byron  having  demolished,  taken,  and  killed  D'Estaing 
and  all  his  squadron.  Some  doubted  whether  it  was  not  an  artifice  to 
fill  the  loan ;  and  so  it  has  proved.  The  two  Admirals  looked  at 
one  another,  but  did  not  hurt  a  pendant  of  each  other's  head.  The 
House  of  Commons  sits  firom  day  to  day,  examining  into  the  conduct 
of  all  the  other  Generals  and  Admirals  that  have  been  looking  at 
the  Americans  and  French  for  these  five  years,  and  of  the 
Ministers  who  sent  them  to  look  the  Colonies  into  unlimited 
submission.  Future  historians  will  have  a  brave  collection  of  papers 
to  revel  in. 

Tou  shall  certainly  have  my  tragedy  ['  The  Mysterious  Mother'] 
when  your  nephew  returns ;  but  I  doubt  it  will  shock  more  than 
please  you,  for  nothing  can  be  more  disgusting  than  the  subject  I 
approve  and  exhort  you  not  to  preach  to  your  nephew.  Wait  till 
you  see  him,  and  then  you  can  instQ  your  sentiments  by  d^jrees. 
As  he  has  already  corrected  many  effervescences,  I  trust  to  his  good 
sense  and  good  heart  for  his  still  improving ;  but,  believe  me,  there 
must  be  a  very  solid  fund  to  resist  the  depravation  of  this  country. 
It  is  lost,  it  is  distracted.    It  sinks  every  day,  and  yet  its  extrant- 


*  "  Do  yoQ  know,  my  lord/'  nid  the  Dnchen,  then  U\m  Cfhndldfl^  to  Loid 
CUetterfleld,  "  the  worid  says  I  hare  had  twins  1 "  "  Does  HI"  said  his  loidahip; 
"  1  make  a  point  of  belioTing  only  one-half  of  what  it  saya." — Wmoht. 
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ganoe  and  dissipation  rather  augment  tiian  subside.  Thougli  we 
have  danced  like  Bacchanals  all  the  winter,  there  is  a  new  subscrip- 
tion on  foot  for  a  sumptuous  ball  at  the  Pantheon.  We  are  like  the 
Israelites  that  capered  round  the  golden  cal^  though  they  were  to 
fight  their  way  out  oi  the  Desert  I  check  my  hand ;  it  is  grierous 
to  oondemh  one's  country  I  I  tudc  myseli^  if  I  am  not  grown  old 
and  splenetic ;  but  alas  I  America  is  lost^  credit  supported  by  gross 
blsehoodsy  all  comfort  hanging  on  a  King  of  Spain's  mood :  one  had 
need  be  very  young  to  dance  without  reflection  I 

1  must  finish  my  letter  to-night,  for  I  go  out  of  town  to-morrow 
for  the  summer,  and  leave  the  Parliament  to  give  balls  or  supplies 
as  it  pleases.  Lord  Comwallis  sails  to-day  to  command  Am^ca, 
but  the  fleet  is  not  yet  gone.  I  remember,  when  I  was  a  boy,  hear- 
ing that  it  had  been  a  great  joke  in  Queen  Anne's  war,  that  Lord 
Peterborough  was  galloping  about  in  Spain  inquiring  for  his  army — 
Lord  Comwallis  will  have  none  to  hunt  for. 

The  old  Duke  of  Butland  is  dead,  at  eighty-four.  I  think  he  had 
been  Knight  of  the  Garter  above  fifty  jrears.* 

The  Irish  do  not  grow  ifito  better  humour — ^I  know  nothing  that 
is  improved  but  our  climate — so,  I  hope  we  shall  preserve  this  pari 
of  the  island  at  least 

P.S.  Do  not  expect  me  to  be  so  assiduous  in  summer,  as  I  have 
been  of  late ;  nay,  you  may  wish  I  should  have  no  occasion  to  be  so. 


ISIS.    TO  THE  BBV.  WILLIiLM  COLB. 

Strawberry  HUl,  Jme  2, 1779L 

I  AM  most  fflncerely  rejoiced,  dear  Sir,  that  you  find  yourself 
at  all  better,  and  trust  it  is  an  omen  of  fEvther  amendment 
Mr.  Essex  surprised  me  by  telling  me,  that  you,  who  keep  yourself  so 
warm  and  so  numerously  clothed,  do  yet  sometimes,  if  the  sun  shines, 
flit  and  write  in  your  garden  for  hours  at  a  time.  It  is  more  than  I 
ahould  readily  do,  whose  habitudes  are  so  very  different  from  yours. 
Tour  complaints  seem  to  demand  perspiration ;  but  I  do  not  venture 
to  advise.    I  understand  no  constitution  but  my  own,  and  should  kill 

>  Te»— from  1722  till  his  deftth,  in  1779,  a  period  of  fifty-Mren  yean.  The  Duke 
of  Rnlland  who  died  in  1S56  was  Knight  of  the  Garter  for  nearly  Uie  same  period. 

— COMMOHAM. 
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Miloy  if  I  managed  him  aa  I  treat  myseUl  I  sat  in  a  window  on 
Saturday,  with  the  east  wind  blowing  cm  my  neok  till  near  two  in 
the  morning ;  and  it  seems  to  have  done  me  good,  for  I  am  better 
within  these  two  days  than  I  haye  been  these  six  months.  Hy 
spirits  have  been  depressed,  and  my  nenres  so  aspeUi  that  the  smallest 
noise  disturbed  me.  To-day  I  do  not  feel  a  oQmpUint;  which  ia 
something  at  near  sixty-two. 

I  don't  know  whether  I  have  not  misinformed  you,  nor  am  sure  it 
was  Dr.  Ducarel  who  translated  the  account  of  the  Abbey  of  Beo— 
he  gave  it  to  Mr.  Lort ;  but  I  am  not  oertain  he  ever  published  ii 
Ton  was  the  first  that  notified  to  me  the  fifth  volume  of  the 
ArohsBologiar— I  am  not  much  more  edified  than  usual ;  but  there  are 
three  pretty  prints  of  Beginal  Beats.  Mr.  Pegge's  tedious  dissertation, 
which  he  caUs  a  brief  one,  about  the  foolish  legend  of  St.  GFeorge,  is 
despicable:  all  his  arguments  are  e(|ually  good  for  proving  the 
existence  of  the  dragon.  What  diversion  might  laughers  m^  of 
the  society  I  Dolly  Pentraeth,  the  old  woman  of  Mousehole,  and 
Mr.  Penneck's  nurse,  p.  81,  would  have  furnished  Foote  with  two 
personages  for  a  farce.  The  same  grave  disiieriiation  on  patriarchal 
customs  seems  tohave  as  much  to  do  with  British  antiquities,  aa  the 
Lapland  witches,  that  sdl  wind— -and  piray  what  business  has  the 
society  with  Boman  inscriptions  in  Dalmatia!  I  aipa  most  pleased 
with  the  account  of  Nonsudi,  imperfect  as  it  is :  it  appears  to  have 
been  but  a  villa,  and  not  considerable  for  a  royal  one.  You  see, 
lilacs  were  then  a  novelty. — ^Well,  I  am  glad  fliey  publish  away. 
The  vanity  of  figuring  in  these  repositories  will  make  many  persons 
contribute  their  manuscripts,  and  every  now  and  then  something 
valuable  will  come  to  ligh^  which  its  own  intrinsic  merit  might  not 
have  saved. 

I  know  nothing  more  of  Houghton.  I  should  certainly  be  glad 
to  have  the  pricMdd  catalogue ;  and  if  you  will  lend  me  yours,  my 
Printer  shall  transcribe  it — ^but  I  am  in  no  hurry.  I  conceive 
faint  hopes,  as  the  sale  is  not  concluded :  however,  I  take  oare  not 
to  flatter  myself. 

I  think  I  told  you  I  had  purchased,  at  Mr.  Ives's  sale,  a  handsome 
coat  in  painted  glass,  of  Hobart  impaling  Boleyn — ^but  I  can  find  no 
such  matoh  in  my  pedigree — ^yet  I  have  heard  that  Blickling  [in 
ITorfolk]  belonged  to  Ann  Boleyn's  fiither.  Pray  reconcile  all  this 
to  me. 

Lord  de  Ferrers  is  to  dine  here  on  Saturday ;  and  I  have  got  to 
treat  him  with  an  account  of  ancient  painting8,formerly  in  the  hall  of 


l7Tf.]  TO  THB  RBT.  DS.  LORT.  SO0 

TamworUi  Castle :  they  are  mentioned  in  Warfam's  Observations  on 
the  Fairy  Queen,  yoL  i.  p.  43. 

Do  not  pat  yonrself  to  pain  to  answer  this— only  be  assured  I 
shall  be  happy  to  know  when  you  are  able  to  write  with  ease.  Yon 
mnst  leaye  your  doister,  if  your  transoribing  leaves  yoo.  Belieye 
me^  dear  Sir,  ever  most  tmly. 


181T.    TO  THE  BEV.  DB.  LORT. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  June  4, 1779. 

I  AM  sorryi  dear  Sir,  you  could  not  let  me  have  the  pleasure  of 
your  company ;  but,  I  own,  you  have  partly,  not  entirely,  made  me 
amends  by  the  sight  of  your  curious  manuscript,  which  I  return  you, 
wifli  your  o<h6r  book  of  inaugurations. 

The  sight  of  the  manuscript  was  partioularly  welcome  to  me, 
because  the  long  visit  of  Qeniy  YI.  and  his  uncle  Gloucester  to 
Si  Edmund's  Buiy,  accounts  for  those  rare  altar  tablets  that  I  bougU 
at  Mr.  Ives's  sale,  on  which  are  inoontestahly  iiie  portraits  of  I>iike 
Humphrey,  Cardinal  Beauforti  and  the  same  arohbishx^  that  is  ia 
my  marriage  of  Henry  YI.  I  know  the  house  of  Lancaster  were 
patrons  of  Si  Edmund^s  Bury;  but  so  long  a  visit  is  defmonstration. 

The  fourth  person  on  my  panels  is  unknown.  Over  his  head  is  a 
coat  of  arms.  It  may  be  that  of  W.  Cia-teys  the  abbot,  or  the 
alderman,  as  he  is  in  scarlei  His  figure  and  the  Duke's  are  far 
superior  to  the  other  two,  and  wortiiy  of  a  good  Italian  master.  The 
Cardinal  and  the  Ardibishop  are  in  the  dry  hard  manner  of  the  age. 
I  wish  you  would  call  and  look  at  them ;  tiiey  are  at  Mr.  Bonus's  in 
Ozfixrd-road ;  the  two  prelates  are  much  damaged.  I  per^nptorily 
enjcined  Boniu  to  repair  only,  and  not  repaint  them ;  and  thus,  Iqr 
putting  him  out  of  his  way,  I  have  put  him  so  much  outt  of  humour 
too,  that  he  has  kqpt  them  these  two  yean,  and  not  finished  them 
yet  I  design  themfbr  the  fi)uryoid  spaces  in  my  Chapel,  on  the  sides 
of  the  shrine.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester's  £aee  is  so  like,  though 
younger,  that  it  proves  I  guessed  r^ht  at  his  figure  in  my  'Marriage.' 
The  tablets  came  out  of  the  Abbey  of  Bury :  were  procured  by  old 
Peter  Le  Neve,  Norroy ;  and  came  by  his  widow's  marriage  to  Tom 
Martin,  at  whose  sale  Mr.  Ives  bought  them.  We  have  very  few 
prmcely  porh«its  so  ancient,  so  au&eirtic,  and  none  so  well  painted 
as  the  Duke  and  fourth  person.    These  were  the  insidos  of  the  dooi-s. 
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whioh  I  had  split  into  two,  and  ralue  them  extremely.  This  acooonti 
I  think,  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  you  than  notes. 

Pray  tell  me  how  you  like  the  pictures  when  you  have  examined 
them.  I  shall  search  in  Edmondson's  new  Vocabulary  of  Arms  for 
the  coat,  which  contains  three  buUs'  heads  on  six  pieces ;  but  the 
colours  are  either  white  and  blacky  or  the  latter  is  become  so  by  time. 
I  hope  you  are  not  going  out  of  town  yet ;  I  shall  probably  be  there 
some  day  in  next  weeL 

I  see  advertised  a  book  somethingin  the  way  of  your  inaugorationsy 
called  Le  Costume ;  do  you  know  anything  of  it  P  Can  you  tell  me 
who  is  the  author  of  the  '  Second  Anticipation*  on  the  Exhibition  P 
Is  it  not  Barry  the  painter  P 

1818.    TO  THB  HOK.  H.  &  COKWAT. 

Strawberry  HUl,  Bedmrdag,  /mm  (^  1779. 

I  WBTTB  to  you  more  sddom  than  I  am  disposed  to  do,  from 
haying  nothing  positive  to  tdl  you,  and  fit)m  being  unwilling  to  say 
and  unsay  every  minute  someQiing  that  is  reported  positively.  The 
oonfident  assertions  of  the  victory  over  D'Estaing  are  totally  vanished ; 
and  they  who  invented  them,  now  dedaim  as  bitterly  against 
Byron,  as  if  he  had  deceived  them — as  they  did  against  Keppd. 
This  day  se'nnight  there  was  a  great  alarm  about  Ireland ;  idiidi 
was  fisur  from  being  all  invention,  though  not  an  absolute  insurTeotion» 
as  was  said.  The  case,  I  believe,  was  this :— The  Court,  in  order  to 
break  the  volunteer  army  established  by  the  Irish  themselves, 
endeavoured  to  persuade  a  body  inLadyBlaynejr'scountyof  Monaghan 
to  enlist  in  the  Militia — ^which  they  took  indignantly.  They  said 
they  had  great  regard  for  Lady  Blajmey  and  Lord  Clermont ;  bat  to 
act  und^  them,  would  be  acting  under  the  Eing,  and  that  was  by  no 
means  their  intention.  There  have  since  been  motions  for  inquiries 
what  steps  the  Mimsters  have  taken  to  satisfy  the  Irish — and  these 
they  have  imprudentiy  rejected — ^whioh  will  not  tend  to  pacification. 
The  Ministers  have  been  pushed,  too,  on  the  article  of  Spain,  and 
could  not  deny  that  all  negotiation  is  at  an  end — though  they  will 
not  own  farther.  However,  the  Spanish  ambassador  is  much  out  of 
humour.  From  Paris  they  write  confidentiy  of  the  approaching 
declaration ;  *  and  Lord  Sandwich,  I  hear,  has  said  in  a  very  mixed 

^  On  the  breikiiig  out  of  the  war  between  this  oonntiy  and  Amerlci^  Spftin  bad 
offered  to  mediate  between  them ;  bat  reoeiying  a  refnaal,  die  at  onee  declared  henelf 
A  principal  in  the  war,  and  ready  to  fulfil  the  terms  of  the  £unUy  compact — Wugbt. 
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oompaiiy:  Qiat  it  was  folly  not  to  ezpeot  it  Thete  is  anoihnr 
million  asked,  and  given  on  a  vote  of  oredit ;  and  Lord  Noitili  baa 
boasted  of  snch  mines  for  next  year,  that  one  ironld  think  he  beliered 
next  year  would  never  oome. 

The  inquiry '  goes  on,  and  Lord  Harringixm  did  himself  and 
Burgoyne  honour.  Ban6  and  Gkyyemor  Johnstone  have  had  warm 
words,*  and  Bnrke  has  been  as  firantio  for  the  Soman  OathoUos  as 
Lord  (George  Gtordon  against  them.  The  Parliament,  it  is  said,  is  to 
rise  on  the  21st 

You  will  not  collect  from  all  this  that  our  prospect  dears  up.  I 
fear  there  is  not  more  discretion  in  the  treatment  of  Lreland  than  of 
America.  The  Court  seems  to  be  infiatnated,  and  to  think  that 
nothing  is  of  any  consequence  but  a  majority  in  Parliament — though 
they  hare  totally  lost  all  power  but  that  of  provoking.  Fortunate 
it  had  been  for  the  King  and  kingdom,  had  the  Oourt  had  no  majority 
for  these  six  years  I  America  had  still  been  ours  I — and  all  the  lives 
and  all  the  millions  we  have  squandered  I  A  majority  that  has  lost 
thirteen  provinces  by  bullying  and  vapouring,  and  the  most  diildish 
menaces,  will  be  a  brave  coimtermatch  for  France  and  Spain,  and  a 
rebellion  in  Ireland  I  In  short,  it  is  plain  that  there  is  nothing  a 
majority  in  Parliament  can  do,  but  outvote  a  minority ;  and  yet  by 
Iheur  own  accounts  one  would  think  they  could  not  do  even  that  I 
saw  a  paper  t'other  day  that  began  with  this  Lriscism,  ''As  the 
mmorifty  have  loat  us  thirteen  provinces,''  Ac.  I  know  nothing  the 
minority  have  done,  or  been  miffered  to  do,  but  restore  the  Roman 
Oaiholio  religion — and  that  too  was  by  the  desire  of  the  Oourt 

This  is,  however,  the  present  style.  They  announced  with  infinite 
applause  a  new  production  of  TickeU : — ^it  has  appeared,  and  is  amost 
paltry  performance.  It  is  called  the  '  Cassette  Yerte '  of  M.  de 
Sartine,  and  pretends  to  be  his  correspondence  with  the  Opposition. 
Nay,  they  are  so  pitifully  mean  as  to  laugh  at  Dr.  Franklin,  who 
has  such  thorou^  reason  to  sit  and  laug^  at  them.  What  triumph 
it  must  be  to  him  to  see  a  miserable  pamphlet  all  the  revenge  they 
can  take!  .  Thece  is  another,  still  duller,  called  ^Opposition 
Mornings,'  in  which  you  are  lugged  in.  In  truth,  it  is  a  compliment 
to  any  man  to  except  him  out  of  the  nxunber  of  those  that  have  con- 

1  Tlie  iiMiiiiry  into  the  oondnct  of  the  American  war. — Walpoli. 

*  In  the  eonne  of  a  debate  in  the  Hoose  of  Commons,  on  the  8rd  of  Jane, 
Gorernor  Johnstone  told  Colonel  Barr6,  that  he  was  making  a  scaramouch  of  him- 
iel£  The  Colonel  got  np  to  demand  an  explanation,  but  the  Speaker  put  an  end  to 
the  altercation. — Wright. 
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tribiited  to  tike  ahookiiig  diagraees  inflicted  on  this  undone  oovntry  I 
When  Lord  Ghalihsm  "wbb  Minister,  he  nerer  replied  to  abuse  bat  bj 
a  victory. 

I  know  no  private  news :  I  have  been  here  ever  sinee  Tnesdagr, 
enjoying  my  tranqmllity,  at  mndi  as  an  honest  man  can  do  who  sees 
his  oonniry  mined.  It  is  jnst  snoh  a  period  as  makes  philosophy 
wisdom.  There  mte  great  moments  whm  every  man  is  oalled  on  to 
exert  him8aliE^-4nit  when  foUy,  infatuation,  delusion,  inci^aeify,  and 
profligacy  fling  a  nation  away,  and  it  concurs  itself,  and  applands  iti 
destroyens,  a  man  who  has  lent  no  hand  to  the  mischief  and  can 
neither  prevent  nor  remedy  the  mass  of  evils,  is  fully  justified  in 
sittmg  aloof  and  behoUing  the  tempest  rage,  with  silent  scorn  and 
indignant  companion.  I^ay,  I  have,  I  own,  some  comfortable  re- 
flections. I  rejoiee  that  Hkore  is  still  a  great  continent  of  Wnglish* 
men  who  will  senein  fiee  and  independent,  and  who  langh  at  tbe 
impotent  majorities  of  a  prostitute  Parliament  I  care  not  whedier 
G^eral  Bnigoyne  and  Govaraor  Johnstone  cvoes  over  and  figore  in, 
and  siqiport  or  oppose ;  nor  whether  Hr.  Borke,  or  4he  anperior  of 
the  JeradiiB,  is  high  oommisdoner  to  the  kirk  of  Scotland.  My  ideas 
are  saoh  as  I  have  always  had,  and  are  too  plain  and  simple  to  oom-» 
prebend  modem  cdifasions ;  and,  therefore,  ihey  suit  with  those  of 
few  men.  What  will  be  the  issue  of  this  diaos,  I  know  not,  and, 
probably  shall  not  see.  I  do  see  with  satisEEtction,  ihat  whai  wm 
mediUUed has  hil%i  by  the  grossest  folly;  and  when  one  has  escaped 
the  worst,  lesser  evils  must  be  endured  with  patiaBee* 

After  this  dull  effusion,  I  will  divert  yon  with «dxiry  fiiat  made 
me  laugh  this  morning  till  I  cried.  Yon  know  my  fiwiss,  David,  and 
his  incomprehensiUe  pronunciation.  He  came  te  me,  and  said^ 
'^  Auh  I  dar  is  Meses  ^lis  wants  some  of  your  laife  flags  to  pot  in 
her  great  O."  Wifli  mnch  ado,  I  found  ont  tliat  Mrs.  Ellis  had  sent 
for  leave  to  take  up  some  flags  «iit  of  my  meadow  for  her  grotto. 

I  hope  in  a  few  dajrs  to  see  Lady  AileslRffy  and  Miss  Jennings 
here ;  I  have  writ  to  propose  it.  'Wliaft  are  your  intentions  P  Do 
yon  stay  tin  yon  have  made  your  idaBd  knpr^gmable  P  I  doubt  it 
win  botonr  only  one  that  will  be  so. 

1819.    TO  THE  HOK.  H. «.  OOKWAT. 

atnwbeny  HUl,  Jme  IS,  17T9. 

Tour  Countess  was  here  last  llinrsday,  and  received  a  letter  from 
you,  that  told  us  how  slowly  yon  receive  ours.    When  you  will  re- 
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eeiye  this  I  cannot  guiMs ;  but  it  dates  a  niew  era,  which  yoa  with 
reason  did  not  eare  to  look  at  as  possible.  In  a  word,  behold  a 
Spanish  war  I  I  must  detail  a  little  to  increase  your  wonder.  I 
heard  here  ihe  dsf  befiire  yesterday  that  it  was  likely ;  and  that 
n%ht  reeeiyed  a  ktter  from  Paris,  telling  me  (it  was  of  the  6th)  that 
Monsieur  de  Beauveau  was  going,  they  knew  not  whither,  at  the 
head  of  twenty-five  thousand  men,  with  three  lieutenant-generals 
and  six  or  eight  mar^chauz-de-camp  imder  him.  Yesterday  I  went 
to  town,  and  Thomas  Walpole  happened  to  oall  on  me.  He,  who 
used  to  be  infinrmed  eaify,  did  not  beiheye  a  word  either  of  a  Spanish 
war  or  a  French  expedition.  I  saw  some  other  persons  in  the 
evening  as  ignorant  At  n^ht  I  went  to  sup  at  Bichmond-house. 
The  Duke  said  the  Brest  fleet  was  certainly  sailed,  and  had  got  flie 
start  of  ours  by  twdive  dajrs ;  that  Monsieur  de  Beauveau  was  on 
board  with  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  with  white  and  red  cockades  ;i 
and  that  there  would  certainly  be  a  %)anish  war.  He  added,  that 
the  Oi^)06itioii  were  then  pressing  in  tiie  House  of  Oommons  to  have 
the  Parliament  continue  sitting,  and  urging  to  know  if  we  were  not 
at  the  eve  of  a  Spanish  war ;  but  the  Ministers  persisted  in  the  pro- 
rogation for  to-morrow  or  Friday,  and  would  not  answer  on  Spain. 

I  said  I  would  make  you  wonder.  But  no ;  why  should  the 
Parliament  continue  to  sitP  Are  not  the  Ministers  azul  the  Pailia- 
ment  the  same  thing  P  And  how  has  either  House  she  wn  that  it  has 
any  talent  for  war  P 

The  Duke  of  Bidkmond  does  not  guess  whither  the  Brest  fleet  ii 
gone.  He  thinks,  if  to  Irehmd,  we  should  have  known  it  by  this 
time.  He  has  heard  that  the  Prince  of  Beauveau  has  said  he  was 
going  on  an  expedition  that  would  be  glorious  in  tiie  eyes  of  posterity. 
I  asked,  if  that  might  not  mean  Gibraltar  P  The  Duke  doubts,  but 
hopes  it,  as  he  thinks  it  no  wise  measure  on  their  side ;  yet  he 
was  very  melancholy,  as  you  will  be,  on  this  heavy  accession  to  our 
distresses. 

Well  I  here  we  are,  ar%9  e^fodt  and  all  at  stake  I  What  can  we 
bemoaning P  Unable  to  conquer  America  before  she  was  assisted— 
scarce  able  to  keep  France  at  b^r — are  we  a  match  for  both,  and 
Spain  tooP  What  can  be  our  view  P  nay,  what  can  be  our  expeota- 
tionP  I  sometimes  think  we  reckon  it  will  be  more  creditable  to  be 
forced  by  France  and  Spain  to  give  up  America,  than  to  have 
the  merit  with  the  latter  of  doing  it  with  gtaoe^ — ^But,  as  Gato 
says, 

Fm  weary  of  conjectares—ilus  must  end  them ; 

Tdb  TIL  ' 
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that  is,  {he  sword : — and  BeTer,  Ibdievey  did  a  oonntry  pltuige  itsdf 
into  such  difficultioe  step  by  step^  and  for  six  years  together,  without 
once  reooUeoting  that  eadi  foreign  war  rendered  the  object  of  tiie 
civil  war  more  unattainable ;  and  that  in  both  the  foreign  wars  we 
have  not  an  object  in  prospect  Unable  to  recruit  our  remnant  of 
an  army  in  America,  are  we  to  make  conquests  on  France  and  Spain? 
They  may  choose  their  attacks :  we  can  scarce  choose  what  we  will 
defend. 

Ireland,  theysay,  is  more  temperate  than  was  expected.  That  is 
some  consolation — ^yet  many  fear  the  Irish  will  be  tempted  to  nnite 
with  America,  which  wonld  throw  all  that  trade  into  their  conTenient 
harbours :  and  I  own  I  haye  apprehensions  that  the  Parliament's 
rising  without  taking  a  step  in  their  fftvour  may  offend  them.  Surely 
at  least  we  haye  courageous  Ministers.  I  thought  my  fiftther  a  stout 
man : — ^he  had  not  a  tithe  of  their  spirit* 

The  town  has  wound  up  the  season  perfectly  in  character  by  a 
Ate  at  the  Pantheon  by  subscription.  Le  Texier  managed  it;  but  it 
turned  out  sadly.  The  company  was  first  shut  into  the  galleries  to 
look  down  on  flie  supper,  then  let  to  descend  to  it.  Afterwards 
they  were  led  into  the  subterraneous  apartment,  which  was  laid  with 
mould,  and  planted  with  trees,  and  crammed  with  nosegays :  but  the 
fresh  earth,  and  the  dead  leayes,  and  the  effluyia  of  breaths  made 
such  a  stench  and  moisture,  that  they  were  suffocated ;  and  when 
they  remounted,  the  legs  and  wings  of  chickens  and  remnants  of 
ham  (for  the  supper  was  not  remoyed)  poisoned  them  more.  A  druid 
in  an  arbour  distributed  yerses  to  the  ladies ;  then  the  Baccelli '  and 
the  dancers  of  the  Opera  danced ;  and  then  danced  the  company ; 
and  then  it  being  morning,  and  the  candles  burnt  out,  the  windows 
were  opened;  and  then  the  stewed-danced  assembly  were  such 
ahooking  figures,  that  they  fledUke  ghosts  as  they  looked. — ^I  suppose 
there  will  be  no  more  balls  unless  the  French  land,  and  then  we  shall 
show  we  do  not  mind  it* 

Thus  I  haye  told  you  all  I  know.  You  will  ponder  oyer  these 
things  in  your  little  distant  island,  when  we  haye  forgotten  them* 
There  is  another  person,  one  Dr.  Franklin,  who,  I  foncy,  is  not  sony 
that  we  divert  ourselyes  so  welL 

*  After  the  departore  of  Midemoiaelle  Heinel,  no  daneing  to  much  delighied  Uie 
froqoenten  of  Um  Opon  at  that  of  Mademoiaolle  BaooeUi  and  K.  Yeatm  la  Jaona.-* 
Waiora. 
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Alas  I  my  dear  Sir,  you  have  been  xnistakexiy  and  must  no  more 
put  your  tmfit  in  the  obstinacy  of  Princes :  at  least,  that  of  one  can 
surmount  that  of  another.  The  King  of  Spain's  rescript  is  arrived 
and  delivered,  and  the  Brest  fleet  is  sailed  with  both  white  and  red 
cockades.  The  declaration  is  said  not  to  be  very  injurious ;  but, 
after  all  possible  endeavours  at  pacification,  his  Catholic  Majesty  is 
obliged  to  take  his  part,  especially  as  we  have  made  some  captures 
on  his  subjects.  The  Ministers  were  urged  even  late  last  night  on 
the  hostility  of  Spain,  but  would  own  nothing.  This  morning  they 
avow  everything ;  and,  to  your  great  surprise  probably,  the  Parlia- 
ment is  to  rise  to-morrow  or  next  day  I  As  events  have  not  proved 
the  wisdom  of  measures,  one  can  collect  no  great  confidence  from 
such  a  step :  but  I  don't  pretend  to  reason  on  what  I  do  not  imder- 
stand ;  my  business  is  to  tell  you  facts.  In  short,  the  Brest  fleet  has 
been  sailed  many  days.  The  Prince  of  Beauveau ' — ^if  destined  for 
Ireland,  we  should  probably  have  heard  it  by  this  time ;  if  to  meet 
the  Spanish  fleet,  the  object  might  be  GKbraltar. 

I  shall  not  boast  of  having  been  a  better  soothsayer  than  you, 
when  I  foretold  that  the  American  war  would  not  be  of  diort 
duration.  It  is  a  triste  honour  to  be  verified  a  prophet  of  woes. 
Were  I  vain  of  the  cnaracter,  a  Spanish  war,  added  to  an  American 
one,  were  a  fine  field ;  but  I  do  not  ambition  being  a  Jeremiah, 
though  my  countrymen  are  so  Uke  the  Jews.  Nor  does  it  require 
inspiration  to  prophesy,  when  one  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  calculate. 
Were  you  here,  you  would  not  be  alarmed.  You  would  see  no 
panic :  you  would  hear  of  nothing  but  diversions.  The  Ministers 
affirm  the  majority  of  America  is  with  us,  and  it  is  credited.  Were 
they  to  tell  us  half  the  Spanish  fleet  would  come  over  to  us,  it  would 
be  credited  too.  When  it  does  not,  perhaps  they  will  tell  us  it  has. 
— ^WeU  I  what  is  most  to  be  dreaded  is  the  dissipation  of  our 
delusion.    When  the  r^veil  comes,  it  will  be  serious  indeed  I 

You  see  I  am  not  likely  to  be  barren  of  matter,  and  you  will  be 
sorry  that  I  write  oftener  than  I  foresaw.  The  middle  period  of 
our  correspondence  was  the  most  agreeable.  Its  early  part  was  the 
journal  of  a  civil  war,  and  of  no  glorious  one  in  Flanders.    Fifteen 

>  He  did  not  go. — Waltolb. 
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yean  after,  I  sent  yoa  victoiy  apon  victory,  and  oanqneat  wpcn 
ounquest  For  the  last  five  yeara,  my  letters  hJive  heen.  the  reeords 
of  a  monldering  empire.  What  is  now  to  oogae  I  know  not :  we 
have,  they  say,  wiMntaJTinil  oonelvea  against  France  and  Spain ; 
tme,  but  with  the  trifting  differenoe  of  having  America  in  our  scale 
— now  it  is  in  theirs.  We  had  too  a  Lord  Chathvn^  who  does  not 
aeem  to  have  been  replaced. 

1 1^  yon  nothing  of  Parliamentary  debates,  for  I  really  do  not 
attend  to  them ;  espeoiBlly  not  to  the  details  of  the  war,  and  tbe 
oonduct  of  the  Gencoals,  who  have  made  a  very  sflly  figore.  Iliere 
are  &r  mightier  objects  in  question  than  speeches  and  votes,  and 
ifhioh  I  must  learn  even  here,  quiet  and  abstracted  as  I  sit.  My 
oonsolation  is  that  I  have  no  partionlar  friend  responsible  for  any- 
thing that  has  happened;  and,  when  one's  passions  are  not 
oonoerned,  an  individual  oS  my  age  must  have  learnt  to  took  on  the 
great  drama  of  the  world  with  some  indifference.  My  pride,  I  own, 
made  me  pleased  when  my  country  was  the  most  splendid  in 
Europe :  I  did  not  imagine  I  was  so  mTignlftr  as  I  find  I  was,  or  we 
should  not  have  run  wild  after  a  phantom  of  ahsolate  power  over  a 
flountiy  whose  liber^  was  the  source  of  our  gieatness.  A  pretfy 
experiment  we  have  made ;  and,  whenever  the  hour  of  peace  shall 
arrive,,  ve  shall  be  able  Ut  Qompnte  what  it  has  cost  us  fto<  to 
oompass  it. 

Methinka,  if  the  aooonnta  o£  all  tbtb  wn«  to  be  stated,  it  would 
be  worth  ambition's  while  to  examine  ttie  sum  total,  and  calculate 
whether  the  object  aimed  at  is  not  t^  tbousaad  times  too  dear. 
X  doubt  I  must  not  propose  AxW"i"™g  the  mere  caah  account.  Hie 
lives,  alas  I  go  for  nothing.  W9  have  sent  fifty  thoosand  men  to 
America,  and  recniits  I  How  many  will  ever  return  P  And  where 
are  all  the  childrm  that  would  have  beeo^  b^;otten  in  six  years  of 
peaoeP    Oh  I  aod  now  here  is  a  new  account  te  be  opened  I 

These  would  be  called,  at  present  the  gloomy  speculations  of  a 
solitary  man.  Posterity  would  think  there  was  some  sense  in  them, 
— and  yet  posterity  viU  perhaps  be  as  foolish  on  some  other  pcdnt 
We  condemn  the  wars  d  the  Ghiel&  and  Ghibellines,  and  do  not 
conceive  what  th^  quanelled  about ;  yet  we,  who  are  at  war  with 
France  and  Spain  beoansQ  we  would  not  be  content  to  let  America 
Bcnd  us  half  the  wealth  of  the  world  in  its  own  way,  shall  not  be 
deemed  very  wise  hereafter.  We  not  only  killed  the  hen  that  laid 
a  golden  egg  every  day,  but  must  defend  the  very  shop  at  home 
whore  we  sold  our  eggs. — I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  and  three 
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parte  of  England  do  not  yet  thibk  there  ia  a  word  of  sense  in  what 
I  haTe  said:  Fnoee  and  Spam  know  there  is;  but  I  shall  not 
canyass  for  their  approbation. 


1891.    TO  THB  00UKT8S8  OF  0880BT. 

Bm,  June  22, 177». 


Your  Ladyship's  reproaches  would  be  very  just,  if  my  pleas  of 
ezoose  were  not  too  Yalid.  I  haye  been  in  town  but  one  half  day 
since  I  had  the  honour  of  seeing  you ;  and  my  own  pastime  is  too 
insiiMd  to  send  yon.  I  haye  a  more  weighty  apology  too  to  urge, 
which  increases  eyei^  day,  and  which  I  will  giye  you  in  the  moying 
words  of  one>  almost  my  contemporary^  Dan  Lydgate,  who  in  his  last 
piece  complains  of  his  trembling  joints,  and  declares  that  age  haying 
benumbed  his  fEMSultiesi  had  depriyed  him  of  all  the  msbiyUi  qf  curious 
makyng  in  Ungfyashe  to  midyte. 

You  will  think  me  torpid  indeedt  Madam,  when  I  tell  you  that  I 
haye  not  set  my  foot  in  London  eyen  since  the  deliyery  of  the 
Spanish  Ambassador's  sour  rescript* 

Li  truth  I  concluded  the  eruption  of  a  third  war  would  call  Lord 
Ossory  to  town ;  and  then  I  knew  your  Ladyship  would  haye  more 
auth^tio  intelligence  than  I  could  send  you  by  rebound. 

The  ruin  of  my  country  is  certainly  no  matter  of  joy  to  me. 
Perhaps  I  haye  long  thought  it  undone;  and  then  one  may  be 
allowed  to  prefer  one  mode  to  another.  A  nation  cannot  perish 
entirely.  Foreign  eaemies  seldom  destroy  a  country,  and  then  <mly 
by  total  eon4uest  In  my  opinion  the  subyersion  of  a  happy  con- 
stitution, wboch  is  only  effected  by  domestic  enemies,  Ib  a  worse  eyil, 
certainly  a  more  penaanant  and  more  mortifying  one,  than  defeats 
by  strangers.  If  calamities  restore  the  spirit  of  our  constitution, 
which  had  exalted  us  from  a  little  trading  island  to  the  rank  of  a 
great  empire^  we  may  be  a  migjhty  people  once  more ;  for  it  is  liberty 
alone,  not  titular  authority  and  prerogatiye,  that  can  aggrandise 
small  countries.  If  we  will  be  emperors,  it  will  be  without  empire. 
The  majesty  of  the  people  of  England  wss  no  joke— -for  they  main- 
tained ibeir  dignity ;  but  a  grand  seignior  of  this  diminutiye  islet, 
without  ite  trade,  which  is  neyer  an  appendage  of  despotism,  would 
be  crushed  amidst  the  real  potentates  that  now  exist  in  Europe;  and 
two  of  their  majesties  seem  to  think  the  hour  is  come  for  sweeping 
us  from  the  roll  of  monaiehs. 
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Theee  are  not  profeflBionSy  bnt  haye  always  been  my  opinioDs, 
Madam.  I  think  tbe  national  character  loflt»  or  we  should  not  be 
where  we  are  at  this  moment,  trusting  to  precedents  of  former 
miracles  for  preservation ;  but  miracles  are  not  such  matters  of 
chance^  as  to  contradict  calculation.  Only  Turks  believe  tiiat  fools 
are  inspired.  If  Providence  interposes  its  Omnipotence  in  politics, 
at  least  it  selects  wise  men  fbr  its  agents ;  or  if  not  wise  men,  a 
genius.  I  sit  here,  waiting  till  the  star  appears  that  is  to  conduct 
those  sages.  I  know  not  from  what  quarter,  east,  west,  or  south, 
they  are  to  come.  I  am  sure  they  have  not  set  out  from  the  norilL 
My  utmost  wish,  not  my  expectance,  is  to  live  to  see  my  country 
escape  tolerably  from  this  menacing  darkness.  I  am  too  incon- 
siderable to  give  advice,  and  too  old  to  contribute  anjrthing  else ;  and 
therefore  sit  silently  here  awaiting  the  working  of  the  tempest :  ship- 
wreck or  miracles  are  soon  learnt  anywhere. 

I  have  wandered  beyond  my  intention,  but  you  set  my  pen  a 
prating,  though  I  have  told  it  I  will  have  it  hold  its  tongue.  My 
private  story  is  very  brie£  My  health  is  much  better  for  quiet  and 
total  idleness,  and  my  fevers  gone.  Lady  Aylesbury  and  Lady 
William  Campbell  passed  one  night  here,  and  last  week  the  Buke  of 
Richmond  and  the  Duchess  of  Leinster  dined  with  me.  On  Friday 
I  dined  at  Princess  Amelie's,  and  was  so  unfortunate,  to  my  con- 
fiision,  as  to  arrive  after  she  was  set  down  to  table,  but  as  h^  Royal 
Highness  had  a  great  cold,  I  took  occasion  to  go  and  inquire  after 
her  the  next  day,  and  made  my  submission,  lliere  were  the 
Duchess  of  Bedford,  their  Ladyships  Aylesbury,  Holdemesse,  Mary 
Coke,  Margaret  Compton,  Anne  Howard,  Betty  Delme,  Mrs.  Howe, 
Lords  Hertford  and  Dillon,  Lords  Pelham  and  Edgoumbe,  and  their 
wives,  and  Mr.  Morrice,  who  looked  dreadfully  ill  indeed. 

I  hear  Lord  Carlisle  has  resigned,  and  conjecture  why ;  and  that 
Lord  Shelbume  is  going  to  be  married — ^perhaps  your  Ladyship  knows 
to  whom :  unless  you  tell  me  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  be  very  glad. 

Shall  I  make  you  smile,  Madam,  in  this  ugly  hour  ?  You  know 
my  Swiss  David's  solenmity  and  uncouth  pronunciation,  which  he 
thinks  perfect.  He  came  into  my  room  f  other  day  very  composedly 
and  dangling  his  arms  said,  '^  Auh !  dar  is  Meses  EUis  want  some  of 
your  large  flags  to  put  in  her  great  0.'' — ^I  cried,  what  I  though  I 
could  scarce  question  him  for  laughing.  At  last  with  much  ado,  I 
discovered  that  Mrs.  Ellis's  wants  lay  in  her  grotto. 

That  beautiful  spot,  Mr.  Hindley^s,  is  to  be  sold  by  auction  next 
Monday.    I  hear  Mra.  Coke,  the  mother  of  him  of  Norfolk,  intends 
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to  be  the  purchaser — and  I  hope  so :  for  I  do  not  knoT  her,  «b»di 
is  a  good  nirftnmirfjmnfl  in  a  next  neighbonrhood ;  and  a  dowager  is  a 
quiet  sort  of  neighbour,  and  don't  keep  hounds.  I  pray  for  the  peace 
of  my  little  Jerusalem,  a&oe  I  have  long  been  omed  of  bsTing  any 
other  olrjeoL 

Wni'tti^  nocn. 

I  had  sealed  my  letter  for  the  post,  when  I  received  yuur  Lady* 
ship's  seooud,  for  which  I  give  you  a  million  of  thanks.  I  am 
deUghted  with  the  confirmation  of  Lady  Louisa's  match.'  My 
acquaintance  with  Lord  Shelbume  is  very  slight ;  but  two  essential 
pdnts  are  gospel,  that  ho  is  a  man  of  acuso,  and  that  he  mode  an 
excellent  husband  to  a  wife  far  inferior  to  Lady  Louisa  in  beattty.* 
There  is  a  third,  which  though  negative,  I  reckon  a  capital  merit  ai 
present,  he  is  not  a  gamester. 

Qeorgc  Sclwyn  is  suddenly  returned,  and  as  Lord  Ossory  i>  in 
town  too,  I  think  1  shall  go  to  town  to-morrow. 


18%    TO  SIR  HOBAOI  KA.SS. 

SmtOtrru  Hm,  Jmt  BO,  1770. 
This  letter  vill ,  be  of  very  ancient  date  when  you  reoeive  it^  and 
not  have  one  very  neu  it  perbapa  when  h  sets  onL  Tour  nephew 
called  here  two  days  ago,  jnst  as  I  was  going  to  town  on  bnaneas, 
and  told  me,  to  my  joy  on  yoor  aoooont,  that  he  was  going  in  a 
fortnight  to  make  yoa  another  short  visit — a  very  meritorious  one 
when  the  journey  is  so  tong;  He  has  promised  to  omoe  and  dine 
here  Ute-d-Ute  before  he  goes ;  bnt^  leet  be  should  surprise  me,  I 
prepare  this,  which  ther^re  shall  not  contain  news  that  would  be 
antiquated,  bnt  give  yoa  as  just  a  picture  as  I  oan  in  few  words  oi 
oat  sitoation  and  prospect;  ai^  as  impartial  one  as  I  oan,  oonsideTing 
my  indignation  at  the  ruin  brought  upon  my  oountiy  by  both  oa 
WDithkas  and  incapable  a  set  of  men  as  ever  had  the  front  to  eall 
ttumselves  politinians.  They  bare  hurried  us,  and  then  blundered 
ns,  into  a  (avil  war,  a  French  war,  a  Spanish  war.  America  is  lost ; 
Jamaiea,  Qt6  West  Tm^inn  wlttnita^  Gibraltar,  and  Fort  Mahon,  aio 

>  I«drLaniMn(q»tiid(LordOMn7't«litaT)muTled,8JDl7,lTTS,  VmUmnt* 
minrioe,  Barl  oC  Shelbnrne,  b?  whom  ih*  vu  mothor  of  (lie  pr«iBnt(18aT)  Mirqah  rf 
IiMudoirne.-  Ctnrxnraniiw. 

*  Outtrai,  Lord  QruiTUlfl'i  lUnghin  b;  U*  tMOBd  vib,  thl  BopUk  Pwrnw  of 
Walls'*  Latten. — CnxtiaauAM. 
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floaioely  to  be  saved ;  Ireland  k  in  great  danger,  eittier  from  inTasum 
or  proYocation. 

Of  this  country'  I  dionld  have  litfle  fear,  if  men  who  con- 
ducted themselYes  so  wretohediy  wore  not  stOl  onr  govemots! 
We  are  at  this  instant  expecting  a  sea-battle  between  onr  fleet  and 
the  nnited  one  of  France  and  Spain ;  in  whidi,  if  the  latter,  -who  are 
the  stronger  by  a  matter  of  nine  ships,  have  the  decided  advantage, 
we  conclnde  they  will  pour  in  troops,  considerably  into  Ireland, — 
here  probably  in  less  detachments,  to  distract  ns.  The  nation  is  not 
so  much  alflomed  as  might  be  expected.  What  is  infinitely  more 
astonishing  is,  that  the  l^anish  war,  on  which  the  Ministers  lulled 
the  country  asleep  even  Utt  two  day%  before  the  declaration,  has  not 
excited  general,  scarcely  any,  indignation  against  the  criminals.  In 
short,  the  Court,  aided  by  the  Tories  and  clergy,  the  worst  Tories, 
have  infatuated  the  nation ;  and  thou^  the  Opposition  have  yearly, 
daily,  hourly,  laboured  to  prevent,  and  foretold  every  individual 
iStep  that  has  happened,  the  money  of  the  Treasury,  the  industry  of 
the  Scotch,  and  the  rancour  of  the  Tories  have  persuaded  the 
majoriiy  of  the  pec{)le  that  the  Opposition  have  almost  conjured 
up  the  storm ;  though  they  have  not  been  strong  aiough  to  carry 
a  single  question,  have  deprecated  every  measure  pursued,  and  have 
had  every  one  of  their  prophecies  verified. — ^I,  who  affirm  all  this, 
and  app^  to  fkcts,  am  still  not  partial  to  the  Oppositicn.  80  far 
from  thinking  they  have  gone  too  £Eur,  I  know  they  have  been  too 
inert,  and,  early  at  least  in  the  American  war,  mig^t  have  stemmed 
some  of  the  torrent  Tet  I  wiU  do  them  justioe, — the  JaimeBs  of 
their  character  checked  tihem ;  a  less  conscientious  Oppositioii  might 
have  saved  the  nation. 

In  this  predicament  then  tve  stand ;  a  good  man  scarcely  knows 
what  to  wish.  New  misfortunes  would  level  us  to  the  dust 
Success  in  such  hands  as  we  are  in,  would  blow  them  up  to  the 
aomi  of  insolence ;  and,  as  the  whole  scope  of  all  our  enors^was 
despotism,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that,  with  the  loss  <tf  our  out- 
lying dominions,  our  trade,  infiuence,  and  credit^  we  mig^t  lose  oor 
freedom  too. 

There  is  the  true  secret*  Prerogative  has  been  whispered  into  the 
nation's  ear,  and  taken  root.  The  Tories  scruple  not  to  call  for  it. 
The  Ministers,  worthless  and  incapable  wretches,  and  iU-conneoted 
with  each  other,  and  cohering  from  common  danger,  have  little  or 
no  credit  with  their  Master ;  and,  no  one  being  predominant,  no 
particular  odium  rests  on  any  one.    Thus,  though  I  am  persuaded 
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almost  every  one  oondemns  the  metsores  lie  promotefly  and  must 
have  foreseen  the  predpioe,  not  one  has  had  the  honest  courage  to 
withstand  the  Bpaniah  war;  which  I  firmly  bdieve  was  by  no 
means  the  Evanish  King's  intention^  bnt  imrned  solely  on  the  r^usal 
of  the  Closet  to  relinquish  American  dependence.  Everything  has 
been  risked  rather  than  waire  prerc^^ve ;  and  so  abandoned  are 
the  hiriier  ordersy  that,  for  the  emolnmeot  of  salaries^  they  haye 
staked  their  children  and  the  fdtore  secority  of  their  estates  t 

Our  late  prodigious  wealth,  and  onr  dissipation,  haye  concurred  to 
focilitate  this  deliisi0n.  We  have  excellent  orators  both  in  the 
Administration  and  Opposition,  bnt  no  great  man ;  and  few,  very 
few,  yirtaous  men,  even  in  the  latter;  who,  though  impudently 
diarged  stiU  with  acting  firom  interested  motiyee,  have  oyer  and  oyer 
rejected  every  offer  of  advantage.  I  mean,  personally.  Anything 
would  haye  been  granted  to  divide  them.  You  will  say,  good  sense, 
not  integrity,  checked  their  acceptance.  Perhaps  so:  yet,  as  the 
Court  would  never  haye  changed  its  system,  nor  would  part  with  the 
lead ;  it  is  plain  the  Opposition  did  not  attend  to  individual  lucre, 
as  every  Minister  had  been  gained  by  it*  I  believe  that  neither 
Lord  Boddngham  nor  Lord  fihelbume  would  be  content  without 
being  first  Minister;  but  honesty  must  have  been  the  motiye  of 
thereat 

This,  though  short,  iB  a  comprehensive  abstract  of  my  ideas  on 
oar  situation.  I  cannot  precisely  say  what  I  wish;  because  I  cannot 
decide  between  ccmtradictions,  nor  can  expect  that  miracles  should 
dove-taU  themselves  in  such  a  manner,  as,  by  intersecting  one 
another,  to  form  a  compact  establishment.  Thus  my  fears  and 
hopes  are  suspended,  and  I  sit  with  folded  arms  waiting  events. 
It  would  be  idle  and  impertinent  to  say  this  but  to  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  who  wish  to  know  my  opinion,  when  I  could  speak  it  fairly  and 
truly.  I  have  done  so  most  rdigiously ;  I  firmly  believe  every  tittle 
I  have  uttered.  Never  haye  I  deceived  you  knowin^y.  I  mean, 
when  I  have  written  by  a  safe  hand — ^by  the  post,  one  colours  over 
some  things,  even  because  one's  letters  may  be  opened  by  foreign 
enemies ;  but  I  have  ever  been  rather  too  frank  for  my  own  interest, 
and  have  never  talked  smously  contrary  to  my  opinion,  though  I 
may  not  have  uttered  it  folly.  I  wish  you  to  return  me  this  letter 
by  your  nephew :  it  is  too  explicit  to  be  exposed  to  any  hazard  of 
publication,  and  is  impartial  enough  to  please  no  set  of  men  upon 
earth. 

Fray  send  me  back  by  your  nephew  what  other  letters,  too,  you 
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have  of  mine.  On  perofling  the  whole  serifiB,  I  can  safely  repesii 
ihaty  as  £Eir  as  I  knew  at  the  tune>  I  have  neyer  given  you  fiEdBe 
information^  nor  acted  sentiments  which  yon  afterwards  found  had 
not  been  mine ;  but,  as  my  life  has  been  uniform  to  its  first  and 
only  principles,  it  was  not  likely  that  I  should  go  fEurther  than  being 
prudent  (not  the  colour  of  my  character),  and,  had  I  talked  dif- 
ferently, my  conduct  at  the  very  time  would  have  contradicted  my 
assertions. 


1828.    TO  GBOBGE  HABDIKGS,  ESQ** 

JS»rauibeny  EiO,  Jvl^  i,  1779L 

I  HAYB  received  the  drawings  of  GrignaUf  and  know  not  how  to 
express  my  satisfaction  and  gratitude  but  by  a  silly  witticism  in  the 
style  of  some  of  the  quaint  novelB  of  the  last  age : — ^they  are  so 
much  more  beautiful  than  I  eipected,  that  I  am  no^  surprised  at 
your  having  surprised  me  by  exceeding  even  what  I  expected  from 
your  well-known  kindness  to  me. 

They  are  charmingly  executed,  and  with  great  taste.  I  own  too 
that  Orignan  is  grander,  and  in  a  much  finer  situation,  than  I  had 
imagined ;  as  I  concluded  that  the  witchery  of  Madame  de  S^vign^'s 
ideas  and  style  had  spread  the  same  leaf-gold  oyer  places  with  which 
she  gilded  all  her  friefub. 

All  that  has  appeared  of  tkem  since  the  publication  of  her  letters 
has  lowered  them.  A  single  letter  of  her  daughter,  that  to  Paulina, 
with  a  description  of  the  Duchess  of  Bourbon's  toUette,  is  alone 
worthy  of  the  mother.  Paulina's  own  letters  contain  not  a  tittle 
worth  reading ;  one  just  divines  that  she  mig^t  have  written  well 
if  she  had  had  anything  to  write  about  (which,  however,  would 
not  have  signified  to  her  grandmother). 

Goulanges  was  a  silly  good-humoured  glutton,  that  flattered  a 
rich  widow  fi)r  her  dinners.  His  wife  was  sensible,  but  dry,  and 
rather  peevish  at  growing  old.  Unluckily  nothing  more  has 
come  to  li^t  of  Madame  de  S^vign^'s  son,  whose  short  letters 
in  the  collection  I  am  almost  pro/erne  aioogh  to  prefer  to  his 
mother's ;  and  which  makes  me  astonished  that  she  did  not  love 
his  wit,  so  unaffected,  and  so  congenial  to  her  own,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  eccentric  and  sophisticated  reveries  of  her  sublime  and 
iU-humonred  daughter.    Ghignan  alone  maintains  its  dignity,  and 

>  The  Wdah  Jadse.    He  died  in  181S.— Cwitimbail 
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dial]  be  consecrated  here  among  other  monuments  of  that  bewitching 
period,  and  amongst  which  one  loves  to  lose  oneself,  and  drink 
oblivion  of  an  era  so  very  unlike;  for  the  awkward  bigots  to 
despotism  of  our  time  have  not  Madame  de  B^vign^s  address,  nor 
can  paint  an  Indian  idol  with  an  hundred  hands  as  graoefol  as  the 
Apollo  of  the  Belvidere. 

When  will  you  come  and  accept  my  thanks  P  will  Wednesday 
next  suit  youP  But  do  you  know  that  I  must  ask  you  not  to 
leave  your  gown  behind  you,  which  indeed  I  never  knew  you  to 
put  on  wiUingly,  but  to  come  in  it  I  shall  want  your  protection 
in  Westminster  Hall  against  the  Bishops,  an  odious  race  whether 
clerical  or  laic  You  heard  how  infamously  I  had  been  treated  by 
Colonel  and  by  Ned  Bishop.  Oh  I  they  could  not  be  worse  if  they 
were  in  orders.' 

1824.    TO  GSOBGB  SSLWYIT,  ESQ. 

Straubernf  HOI,  Jvly  5, 1779 

I TAKB  the  liberty,  which  I  know  you  will  forgive  me,  my  dear 
Sir,  of  troubling  you  with  the  enclosed,  begging  that  you  will  add 
anything  that  is  necessary  to  the  direction, — ttapar  la  HoKande,  or 
whatever  else  is  requisite, — and  to  put  it  into  the  post  as  soon  as  you 
receive  it  Pray  tell  me,  too,  what  is  necessary  to  the  direction,  and 
where  my  maid  in  town  must  put  in  my  future  letters  to  Paris,  that 
I  may  not  trouble  you  any  more  with  them.  I  fear  they  will  not 
go  so  safely  and  regularly  as  in  the  old  way,  which  will  vex  our 
good  old  friend  [Madame  du  Defiand],  who  cannot  bear  to  lose  any 
of  her  stated  occupations. 

I  have  just  received  a  present  of  four  beautiful  drawings  of 
Grignan,  which  far  exceed  my  ideas  of  its  magnificence  and  charm- 

1  Mr.  Hurdinge  wni  thii  letter  to  Miit  8ew»rd  (the  Mnae  of  liehfield),  wko  thus 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  it : — "  The  letter  yon  sent  me  of  Horace  Walpole's  Ia 
brilliant,  and,  from  its  snbjeel^  ineritably  interesting ;  bat  do  not  expect  that  I  can 
learn  to  eiteem  that  fiutidioas  and  nnfeeling  being,  to  whoie  inienaibility  we  owe  the 
extinction  of  the  greatest  poetic  lominary  [Chatterton],  if  we  may  Judge  from  the 
brightness  of  its  dawn,  that  CTer  rose  in  onr,  or  perhaps  any  other  hemisphere.  This 
fine  wit  of  Strawbeiry  Hill,  ia  of  that  order  of  mortals  who  swarm,  always  swarmed, 
and  always  will  swarm  in  refined  states ;  whose  eyes  of  admiration  are  in  their  backs 
and  who,  consequently,  see  nothing  worthy  their  attention  before,  or  on  either  side  oi 
them ;  and  who,  the^fore,  weary,  sicken,  and  disgust  people  whoee  sensibilities  ars 
strong  and  healthy,  by  their  eternal  cant  abont  the  great  Aoce  beett§,  and  the  little 
orec** — Mist  Seward  to  Hardinge,  Nov,  21,  1787.  From  this  letter  ('Seward's 
Lettexs,'  i.,  870)  I  have  corrected  and  enlarged  the  letter  as  hitherto  printed  in 
Walpole's  CorTespondenoe.'-^CosameHAii. 
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ing  situation.  I  liad  oondnded  thai  Kadanw^  de  S^rign^,  eilliei 
from  partialiiy  or  to  please  the  Seigneuty  liad  esoeeded  its  pomps 
and  oommand.  I  long  to  show  them  to  you  and  talk  them  OTer, 
and  am  glad  to  have  anjrfiimg  new  that  may  tempt  joa  hither.  Osn 
yon  tell  me  if  the  Dnidiesl  of  Lemstsr  still  goes  to  Aufaigny ;  and,  if 
she  does,  when ;  and  if  she  is  in  London  P  I  shall  be  much  oUiged 
to  yon  for  a  tme  aoooont  of  Lord  Bolingbroke.  It  is  not  eommon 
enriosity  that  makes  me  anxious,  though  not  paitienlaily  interested 
about  him,  nor  iMhe  the  kuiband  I  most  wish  dead. 

H.  W. 

1625.    TO  TH£  COUHrrSSS  OF  OSSOltT. 

Beifordshirt,  Jvly  6, 1779. 

I  SHOULD  not  have  waited  to  owe  you  a  letter.  Madam,  had  I  not 
had  a  substantial  reason  for  silence.  I  had  the  gout  in  my  foot  for 
two  days  at  the  beginning  of  last  week :  it  went  off  at  onoe,  but  at 
night  came  into  my  left  eye ;  and  remained  therefor  four  or  five  days. 
To  what  part  Old  Tru^^enny,  like  the  ghost  in  Hamlety  will  shift 
its  quarters  next»  I  cannot  tell ;  but  I  see  it  will  never  quit  me  till 
it  makes  a  ghost  of  Horatio.  In  the  mean  time  it  lays  such  an 
embargo  on  me  that  I  never  dare  engage  myself  or  promise 
anytiiing  that  I  am  to  perfinrm  personally,  lest  I  aeem  capricious; 
but  I  am  so  much  worse  company  than  lumal^  when  I  am  not  well, 
and  struggle  to  hide  it»  that  I  determine  never  to  bind  myself  for  a 
minute  but  conditionally. 

I  have  done  talking  politics,  Madam,  as  I  should  if  I  lived  at  the 
foot  of  Vesuvius  and  tiie  mountain  grumbled.  If  the  lava  takes  a 
oontrary  direction,  and  my  cottage  escapes,  I  will  look  about  me  and 
see  what  is  left.  How  can  you  mind  what  passes  in  ParliamentP 
The  vestry  at  AmpthiU  is  of  as  much  consequence.  Nothing  hap- 
pens there  but  contradictions.  I  observe  the  Speech  gives  the  lie  to 
all  the  late  assertions  of  hopes  in  America,  of  which  it  speaks  dole- 
fully. I  do  not  think  your  neighbour  so  much  in  the  wrong  in 
apprehending  a  rebellion  if  Lord  North  was  turned  out  The 
nation  would  be  consequent  in  resenting  it ;  in  shorty  I  believe  I  am 
really  Xo  Ho,  a  Chinese  that  oomprehends  nothing  he  sees  or  hears. 

Pray  let  me  know  when  you  come  to  your  wedding,  that  I  may 
get  a  peep  of  you.  Of  weddings  in  my  own  tribe  I  am  as  tired  as 
of  poUtics  and  have  put  cotton  into  idl  my  ears.  Be  the  events  of 
Empress  Chance  obeyed ;  nobody  but  her  majesty  has  any  deoisioiL 
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I  Imwe  evoryihing  to  W»  liaye  abandoned  all  my  priiicipleBi  and  am 
goTemed  by  nofliing  bat  Depar  h  Beitu. 

George  [SelwyaP]  I  haye  seen.  He  embarked  in  an  instant  on 
reoeiying  a  warrant  to  oany  off  hia  pruse,  as  if  she  had  been  the 
heiress  of  the  Indies  and  he  had  feared  a  retraotaticm.  I  did  not 
ask  to  see  her.  Would  you  ask  to  see  the  Moon,  if  Endynukm 
told  yon  he  had  married  her  P 

Lord  Bolinghroke^  I  hear,  will  live.  At  first  they  thought  he  had 
taken  laudanum.  It  wonld  haye  been  amonstroos  injnstiee in  opium 
to  kill  him,  when  it  will  not  despaitch  Beaudeik* 

In  my  neighbourhood  there  is  no  talk  of  the  fleets.  All  we  thmk 
of  is  the  new  tax  on  post-horses,  whioh  they  say  will  produce  more 
disturbances  than  the  ballot  for  the  militia  would  have  done,  and  a 
million  ofbroken  heads. 

I  suppose  that  was  the  object  (as  itseemato  be  of  all  our  measures) 
and  that  as  the  demand  for  plaisters  will  be  infinitdy  inereased,  it 
BAy  furnish  pretext  lor  a  heayy  gabel  oa  diadhylunu  Adieu  t 
Madam,  if  we  are  digged  out  aliye,  y^ien  the  oonflagration  is  oyer,^ 
we  will  chat  oyer  old  times.  I  do  not  desiroi  to  emhasklika  Pliny^ 
and  probe  the  nature  of  earthquakes. 

P.S.  Harold,  my  yenerable  cat  that  was  fiiund  en  the  Goodwin 
Sands,  fifteen  years  ago  or  more,  died  last  night  in  a  good  old  ago. 
I  am  not  giieyed,  for  I  haye  not  stnengthto  h&ye  carried  him  out  of 
Troy  likiQ  Anchises  on  my  shoulders. 


U9S.    TO  SIR  HOBAOB  MAKK. 

Strawberry  ffia,  Jv^y  7, 1779. 

How  mujoh  largev  the  war  will  be  fi>r  the  addition  of  Spain,  J  do* 
not  know.  Hitherto  it  has  produced  no  eyents  but  the  eiiuttii^  of 
our  ports  against  France^  and  the  junction  of  nme  ships  fixmi  Ferrol 
with  the  French  squadron.  They  talk  of  a  great  nayy  getting  ready 
at  Cadiz,  and  of  mighty  pi^eparations  in  the  ports,  of  France  for  an 
embarkation.  As  all  this  must  haye  been  foreseen,  I  suppose  we 
are  ready  to  i:esist  all  attacks. 

The  Parliament  rose  last)  Satnxday ,  not  without  an  open  diyision 
in  the  Ministry :  Lord  Gh)wer,  President  of  the  Council,  heading  an 
opposition  to  a.  bill  for  doubling  the  MiHtia,  which  had  passed  the 
Commons,  and  throwing  it  out;  which  Lord  North  as  publicly 
resented.     I  make  up  comments  on  this,  because  I  realfy  know 
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mothing  of  the  motiTOB.  Tlioroiighly  oonyinced  tliat  all  my  ideti 
are  saperannaated,  and  too  old  to  learn  new  lessons,  I  only  Iiesr 
what  passes,  pretend  to  understand  nothing,  and  wait  patiently  fiur 
orents  as  they  present  themselYes.  I  listen  enough  to  be  able  to 
acquaint  you  with  &ets  of  public  notoriety ;  but  attempt  to  e^ilain 
none  of  them,  if  they  do  not  carry  legibility  in  the  van. 

Your  nephew,  who  lives  more  in  the  world,  and  is  coming  to  yoa, 
will  be  far  more  master  of  the  details.  He  called  here  some  few  days 
ago,  as  I  was  going  out  to  dinner,  but  has  kindly  promised  to  come  and 
dine  here  before  he  sets  out  His  journey  is  infinitely  commendable, 
as  entirely  undertaken  to  please  you.  It  will  be  very  comfortable 
too,  as  surely  the  concourse  of  English  must  much  abate,  especially 
as  France  is  interdicted.  Trayelling  boys  and  self-sufficient 
goyemors  would  be  an  incumbrance  to  you,  could  you  see  more  of 
your  countrymen  of  more  satis£EU)tory  conversation.  Florence  pro- 
baUy  is  improved  since  it  had  a  Goiurt  of  its  own,  and  there  must 
be  men  a  little  more  enlightened  than  the  poor  Italians.  Scarcely 
any  of  the  latter  thai  ever  I  knew  but,  i£  they  had  parts,  were 
buffoons.  I  believe  the  boasted  Jinesse  of  the  ruling  clergy  is  pretty 
much  a  traditionary  notion,  like  their  jealousy.  More  nations  than 
one  live  on  former  characters  after  they  are  totally  dianged. 

I  have  been  often  and  much  in  France.  In  the  provinces  they 
may  still  be  gay  and  lively ;  but  at  Paris,  bating  the  pert  iUmrderie  of 
very  young  men,  I  protest  I  scarcely  ever  saw  anything  like  vivacity— 
the  Due  de  Choiseul  alone  had  more  than  any  hundred  Frenchmen  I 
Gouldselect  Their  women  are  the  first  in  the  world  in  everything  but 
Dcauiy;  sensible,  agreeable,  and  infinitely  informed.  Th%  philosopheBt 
except  Buffon,  are  solemn,  arrogant,  dictatorial  coxcombs — ^I  need 
not  say  superlatively  disagreeable.  The  rest  are  amazingly  ignorant 
in  general,  and  void  of  all  conversation  but  the  routine  with  women. 
My  dear  and  very  old  Mend  [Madame  du  Deffiand]  is  a  rdic  of  a 
better  age,  and  at  nearly  eighty-four  has  all  the  impetuosity  that  wm 
the  character  of  the  French.  They  have  not  found  out,  I  believe, 
how  much  their  nation  is  sunk  in  Europe ; — ^probably  the  GK>ths  and 
Vandals  of  the  North  will  open  their  eyes  before  a  century  is  past 
I  speak  of  the  swarming  empires  that  have  conglomerated  within 
our  memories.  We  dispelled  the  vision  tweniy  years  ago :  but  let 
us  be  modest  till  we  do  so  again. 

I  just  now  receive  two  letters  firom  you  at  once,  which  I  suppose 
came  by  Mrs.  Fitf  s  messenger,  with  Sir  William  Hamilton's 
assurances  of  the  good  disposition  of  the  King  of  Spain :  but  they 
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have  prored  as  yain  as  Che  letters  to  ike  Grand-DiiolieBs ;  yet  I  still 
think  we  might  have  kept  him  in  temper  if  we  had  so  pleaJsed. 


The  Duke  of  Anoaster  is  dead  of  a  scarlet  fever  contracted  by 

drinking  and  rioting,  attwo-and-twenty.    He  was  in  love  with  my 

niece  Lady  Horatiay  the  Duchess's  third  daughter,  and  intended  to 

marry  her.    She  is  a  beautiful  girl,  like  her  mother,  though  not  of 

so  sublime  a  style  of  beauty.    I  much  doubt  whether  she  would 

have  been  happy  with  him ;  for,  though  he  had  some  excellent 

qualities,  he  was  of  a  turbulent  nature,  and,  though  of  a  fine  figure, 

his  manners  were  not  noble.    Fortune  seems  to  have  removed  him, 

to  complete  her  magnificent   bounties  to  one  family.      Do  you 

remember  old  Peter  Burrell,  who  was  attached  to  my  father  P    His 

eldest  grand-dau^ter  is  married  to  a  Mr.  Bennet,  a  man  of  large 

estate;  the  second,  to  Lord  Algernon  Percy;  the  third,  to  Lord 

Percy;   and  the  youngest,  the  only  one  at  all  pretty,  to  Duke 

Hamilton.     Lady  Priscilla  Elizabeth  Bertie,  eldest  sister  of  the 

Duke  of  Ancestor,  fell  in  love  with  their  brother,  and  would  marry 

him,  not  at  all  at  his  desire ;  but  her  father,  the  Duke  of  Ancaster, 

had  entailed  his  whole  estate  on  his  two  daughters,  after  his  son,  to 

the  total  disroherison  of  his  brother  Lord  Brownlowe,  the  present 

Duke ;— and  the  grandson  of  Peter  BurreU,  a  broken  merchant,  is 

husband  of  the  Lady  Ghreat  Chamberlain  of  England,  with  a  barony 

and  half  the  Ancaster  estate.    Old  Madam  Peter  is  living,  to  behold 

all  this  deluge  of  wealth  and  honours  on  her  race.    The  Duchesses 

of  Ancaster  have  not  been  less  singular.    The  three  last  were  never 

eober.     The  present  Duchess  Dowager  was  natural  daughter  of 

Panton,  a  disreputable  horse-jockey  of  Newmarket ;  and  the  new 

Duchess  was  some  lad/s  woman,  or  young  lady's  governess.  Fortune 

was  in  her  most  jocular  moods  when  she  made  all  these  matches,  or 

had  a  mind  to  torment  the  Heralds'  Office. 

nth. 

Last  night  I  received  from  town  the  medal  you  promised  me  on 
the  Moorish  alliance.'  It  is  at  least  as  magnificent  as  the  occasion 
required,  and  yet  not  well  executed.  The  medallist  Siriez,  I  con- 
clude, is  grandson  of  my  old  acquaintance  Louis  Siriez'  of  the 
Palazzo  Yecchio. 

Yesterday's  Gazette  issued  a  prodamation  on  the  expected  invasion 

*  Between  the  Ghreat-Doke  of  Tnaeany  and  the  Kmperor  of  Morocco.— WAiPOLa 

*  A  French  uWeramith  settled  at  Florence.— -WalioiiI. 
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from  Havre,  where  fliejr  are  embarking  mtghtily.  Some  ikuik  the 
attempt  will  be  on  Portsmoaih.  To  sweeten  this  pill,  CSUnton  has 
taken  a  fort  and  aevoniy  men — not  near  Portsmouth^  but  New  Yoik; 
and  there  were  reports  at  the  latter  that  Charleston  is  likely  to 
surrender.  This  would  be  something,  if  there  were  not  a  Fr^idi 
war  and  a  Spanish  war  in  the  way  between  us  and  Carolina.  Sr 
Charles  Hardy  is  at  Torbay  with  the  whole  fleets  which  perhaps 
was  not  part  of  the  plan  at  Havre :  we  shall  see,  and  you  shall 
hear,  if  anything  passes. 

I^ridap  nigki,  Jtdp  IM. 

Your  nephew  has  sent  me  word  that  he  wifl  breakfEist  with  me 
to-morrow,  but  shall  not  have  time  to  dine.  I  have  nothing  to  add 
to  the  foregoing  general  picture.  We  have  been  bidden  even  by 
proclamation  to  expect  an  invasion,  and  troops  and  provisions  have 
for  this  week  been  said  to  be  embarked.  Still  I  do  not  much  expect 
a  serious  descent.  The  French,  I  think,  have  better  chances  with 
less  risL  They  may  ruin  us  in  detaiL  The  fleet  is  at  present  at 
home  or  very  near,  and  very  strong ;  nor  do  I  think  that  the  French 
plan  is  activity : — ^but  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  the  present  moment,  when 
it  will  be  some  time  before  you  receive  this.  I  am  infinitely  in  more 
pain  about  Mr.  Conway,  who  is  in  the  midst  of  the  storm  in  a  nut- 
shell, and  I  know  will  defend  himself  as  if  he  was  in  the  strongest 
fortification  in  Flanders — and,  which  is  as  bad,  I  believe  ihe  Court 
would  sacrifice  the  island  to  sacrifice  him.  They  played  that  in&- 
mous  game  last  year  on  Keppel,  when  ten  thousand  times  more  was 
at  stake.  They  look  at  the  biggest  objects  through  Ihe  diTniniaKing 
end  of  every  telescope ;  and»  the  higher  they  who  look,  the  more 
malignant  and  mean  the  eye. 

I  send  you  *  The  Mysterious  Mother,'  and  a  pair  of  bootikins  ; 
you  shall  have  large  supplies  if  they  prove  of  service — yet  I  would 
not  have  you  even  try  them,  unless  attacked  in  your  head  or  stomadi. 
You  can  never  have  much  gout  in  your  limbs,  as  it  'attacks  you  so 
late,,  and  little  fits  will  prolong  your  life.  You  must  put  them  on  at 
night  and  tie  them  as  tight  as  you  can  bear,  the  flannel  next  to  your 
flesh,  the  oilskin  over.  In  the  morning  before  you  rise,  you  must 
dry  your  feet  with  a  hot  napkin,  and  put  on  a  pair  of  warm  stockings 
freshly  aired;  over  the  bootikins  at  nighty  a  pair  of  thread  stockings. 

The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Ancestor,  Lady  Elizabeth  Burrell,  and 
the  new  Duke  and  Duchess,  have  all  written  to  Lady  Horatia, 
acknowledging  that  the  late  Duke  was  to  have  married  her.  The 
two  nxst  have  expressed  themselves  in  the  tenderest  manner ;  the 
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oChera  wrote  ohfy  for  form.  The  Moiher-DiioheflB  approres  of  my 
niece  going  into  monrnix^,  wbich  she  does  for  siz  months.  The 
poor  young  man,  his  fEtther's  absurd  WiH  not  standing  good,  made  a 
new  and  most  rational  one  fenr  years  ago,  in  which  he  gives  the  seat 
of  the  fSEunily  and  6000A  to  the  present  Doke  and  to  the  title,  and 
adds  1800A  a  year  to  his  mother's  jointure.  Sudi  sfymptoms  of  sense 
and  feeling  douUe  the  loss. 

Adieu!  my  dear  ffir.  In  what  manner  we  are  to  be  undonoi  I  do 
not  guess ;  but  I  see  no  way  by  which  we  can  esoape  happly  out  of 
this  crisis— I  mean,  presenre  the  oountry  and  reeoyer  the  Oonsti- 
tation.  I  thought  for  four  years  that  <Hdamity  would  bring  us  to 
our  senses:  but  alas  I  we  have  none  left  to  be  brought  to.  We 
shall  now  suffer  a  great  deal,  submit  at  last  to  a  humiliating  peace, 
and  people  will  be  content — So  adieu,  England  I  it  will  be  more  or 
less  a  proTince  or  kind  of  province  to  France,  and  its  viceroy  will 
be,  in  what  does  not  concern  France,  its  despot — and  will  be  content 
too  t  I  shall  not  pity  the  country :  I  shall  feel  only  for  those  who 
grieve  with  me  at  its  abject  state ;  or  for  posterity,  if  they  do  no4| 
like  other  degraded  nationsy  grow  callously  reconcQed  to  their 
ignominy. 
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I  r 

Baimrda^  nighi,  July  10. 1779. 

I  oovu)  not  fliaidc  your  Ladyship  before  the  post  went  out  to- 
day, as  I  was  getting  into  my  chaise  to  go  and  dine  at  Oarahalton 
witk  my  cousin  Thomas  Walpole  when  I  received  your  kind  inquiry 
about  my  eye.  It  is  quite  well  again,  and  I  hope  the  next  attack  ci 
flbe  gout  wfll  be  anywhere  rather  tiian  in  that  quarter. 

I  did  not  expect  llr.  Cbnway  would  think  ^  returning  just  now. 
Am  jaa  have  Int  both  Mia.  Darner  and  Lady  William  Oampbell,  I 
do  not  see  why  your  Ladyship  should  not  go  to  Gh>odwood. 

The  Baroness's  inoreaaing  peevishness  does  not  surprise  me. 
When  people  will  not  weed  flftsir  own  minds,  they  are  apt  to  be 
ovemm  with  nettles^  She  knews  nothing  of  polities^  and  no  wonder 
talks  nonsense  about  Ifcem.  Itis  silly  to  wish  three  nations  had  but 
one  neck ;  but  it  is  ten  times  more  absurd  to  act  as  if  it  was  so, 
which  the  (Government  has  done ; — ^ay,  and  forgetting  too,  that  it 
has  not  a  sdmitar  large  enough  to  sever  that  neck,  which  they  have 
in  effect  made  one.    It  is  past  the  time,  Madam,  of  making  eonjee- 
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tares.  How  can  one  guess  whither  France  and  Spain  will  direct  a 
hlow  that  is  in  their  option  P  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that 
they  will  have  patience  to  ruin  ns  in  detaiL  Hitherto  France  and 
America  hare  carried  their  points  by  that  manoeuvre.  Should  there 
be  an  engagement  at  sea,  and  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets,  by 
their  great  superiority,  hare  the  adyantage,  one  knows  not  whi^ 
might  happen.  Yet,  though  there  are  such  large  preparatioDS 
nuJdng  on  the  French  coasts  I  do  not  much  expect  a  serious 
invasion,  as  they  are  sure  they  can  do  us  more  dami^  by  a  yarietjr 
of  other  attacks,  where  we  can  make  little  resistance.  Gibraltar 
and  Jamaica  can  but  be  the  immediate  objects  of  Spain.  Ireland 
is  much  worse  guarded  than  this  island : — nay,  we  must  be  undone 
by  our  expense,  should  the  smnmer  pass  without  any  attempt  My 
cousin  thinks  they  will  by  to  destroy  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth — 
but  I  hare  seen  nothing  in  the  present  French  Ministry  that  looks 
like  bold  enterprise.  We  are  much  more  adventorous,  that  set 
ever]rthing  to  the  hazard ;  but  there  are  such  numbers  of  AoronesaM 
that  both  talk  and  act  with  passion,  that  one  would  think  the  nation 
had  lost  its  senses. 

Everything  has  miscarried  that  has  been  undertaken,  and 
the  worse  we  succeed,  the  more  is  risked; — yet  the  nation  is 
not  angry  I  How  can  one  conjecture  during  such  a  delirium  P 
I  sometimes  almost  think  I  must  be  in  the  wrong  to  be  of  so  contrary 
an  opinion  to  most  men — ^yet,  when  every  misfortone  that  has 
happened  had  been  foretold  by  a  few,  why  should  I  not  think  I  have 
been  in  the  right  P  Has  not  almost  every  single  event  ttiat  has  been 
announced  as  prosperous  proved  a  gross  felsehood,  and  often  a  siUy 
one  P  Are  we  not  at  this  moment  assured  that  Washington  cannot 
possibly  amass  an  army  of  above  8000  men  t  and  yet  Ointon,  with 
20,000  men,  and  with  the  hearts,  as  we  are  told,  too,  of  three  parts 
of  the  colonies,  dares  not  show  his  teeth  without  the  walls  of  New 
YorkP  Oan  I  be  in  the  wrong  in  not  believing  what  is  so  contra- 
dictory to  my  sensesP  We  could  not  conquer  America  when  it 
stood  alone ;  then  France  sopported  it,  and  we  did  not  mend  the 
matter.  To  make  it  still  easier,  we  have  driven  Spain  into  the 
alliance.  Is  this  wisdom  P  Would  it  be  presomption,  even  if  one 
were  single,  to  think  that  we  must  have  the  worst  in  such  a  contestP 
Shall  I  be  like  the  mob,  and  expect  to  conquer  France  and  Spain, 
and  then  thunder  upon  America  P  Nay,  but  the  higher  mob  do  not 
expect  such  success.  They  would  not  be  so  angry  at  the  house  of 
Bourbon,  if  not  morally  certain  that  those  kings  destroy  all  our 
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passionate  desire  and  expectation  ol  oonqnering  America.  We. 
bnlliedy  and  tiireatened,  and  begged,  and  nothing  wonld  do.  Yet 
independence  was  still  the  word.  Now  we  rail  at  the  two  monarchs 
->-and  when  they  haye  banged  ns,  we  shall  sne  to  them  as  hnmbly 
as  we  did  to  the  Oongress.  All  this  my  senses,  snch  as  tihey  are, 
tell  me  has  been  and  will  be  the  case.  What  is  worse,  all  Europe 
ia  of  the  same  opinion ;  and  though  forty  tihousand  baronesses  may 
be  over  so  angry,  I  ventore  to  prophesy  Ihat  we  shall  make  but  a 
yery  foolish  figure  whenever  we  are  so  lucky  as  to  obtain  a  peace ; 
and  posterity,  that  may  have  prejudices  of  its  own,  will  still  take 
tiie  liberty  to  pronounce,  that  its  ancestors  wore  a  woful  set  of 
politicians  £rom  the  year  1774  to  —  I  wish  I!  knew  when. 

If  I  might  advise,  I  would  reconmiend  Mr.  Burrell  to  Command 
tiie  fleet  in  the  room  of  Sir  Gharles  Hardy.  The  fortune  of  the 
Burrells  is  powerful  enough  to  baflie  calculation.  Good  night, 
Madam  ^ 

P.S.  I  have  not  written  to  Mr.  Conway  since  this  day  sevennight, 
not  having  a  teaspoonfiil  of  news  to  send  him.  I  will  beg  your 
Ladyship  to  tell  him  so. 


1828.    TO  THB  RBY.  WILLIAM  OOLB. 

Bk'awhenp  SiU,  Jul^  1%  1779. 

I  AX  ooneenied,  dear  Kr,  that  yon  gave  yourself  the  trouble  of 
transcribing  the  eatalogue  and  prices,  which  I  received  last  nighty 
and  ftr  which  I  am  ezoeedingiy  obliged  to  you.  Partial  as  I  am  to 
the  pictures  atHoughton,!  oonfiassi  think  tiiem  much  overvalued. 
My  Mbex^B  whole  collection,  of  which  alone  he  had  preserved  the 
prices,  cost  but  40,000A ;  and  after  his  death  there  were  three  sales 
of  pictures,  among  which  were  all  the  whole-lengths  of  Yandyke  but 
thiee,  which  had  been  sent  to  Houghton,  but  not  fitting  any  of  the 
apaoes  left^  come  back  to  town.  Few  of  the  rest  sold  were  very  fine, 
bat  no  doubt  8ir  Robert  had  paid  as  dear  for  many  of  them ;  as 
porchaseffs  are  not  pei&et  connoiweuii  at  first' 


*  Gompm  p.  175  of  ibis  Tduaiei  The  HooghtoA  OoDeollon  wii  lold  to  iho 
EmprMi  of  Banb  in  the  yetr  1770  Ibr  the  sum  of  iO,5M.  The  pictniee  were 
▼allied  Mpftntely  by  Meain.  Wett  and  GiprianL  Mott  of  the  family  portnits  were 
naenred.  Horaoe  Walpole  told  Mr.  Ball  that  the  whole  eoet  hie  fiither  something 
short  of  iO,0(M,  including  the  pietnres  at  the  Tressniy ;  it  should  be  recoUeedid, 
however,  that  sereial  were  presented  to  him.~CussxsaBAM. 
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Many  of  the  valoations  ^re  iiot  only  exorbitaiit,  bat  injadidoaa. 
They  who  made  the  eetuoate  seem  to  haye  eonsideied  the  rarity  of 
the  hands i^ore  than  the  6Z€e^enee.  Threer— The  'Magi's  0£Eering»' 
by  Carlo  Maratti,  as  it  is  called,  and  two,  supposed  Paul  YenmeBe^ 
— are  very  indifferent  oop^  an4  yet  all  axe  lonndly  valued,  and 
the  first  ridiculously.  I  do  not  doubt  of  another  picture  in  the 
collection  but  the  'Last  Sajq^/  by  Raphael,  and  yet  ttus  is  set  down 
at  600L  I  miss  thr^  piptni^  (at  least  they  are  not  set  down),  the 
Sir  Thomas  Wharton,  and  X^aud  and  Gibbons.  The  first  is  most 
capital ;  yes,,  I  recoU^  I  hare  had  some  doubts  on  the  Land, 
%)i:^  the  University  of  Oxford  onee  offered  400il  for  it — end  if 
Queen  Henrietta  ^  by  Y^^7^^»  it  is  a  very  indiffere^t  one.  The 
i^fflSzing  a,  big^  yilue  to  the  Pietro  Cortona  than  to  the  octagon 
Quido  is  piost  absurd— I  hare  often  gaaed  on  the  latter,  and 
preferred  it  evei^L  to  *  The  DoctoFB,'  in  short,  the  aiqpraisers  were 
determined  to  see  what  tihe  Czarina  eauU  give,  rather  than  what 
the  pictures  were  really  worth — ^I  am  glad  she  seems  to  think  so^ 
for  I  hear  no  more  of  the  sale — ^it  is  not  very  wise  in  me  still  to 
ooncem  myself,  at  my  age,  abpnt  what  I  have  so  little  interest  in — 
it  is  still  less  wise  to  be  anxious  on  trifles,  when  one's  oountiy  is 
sinking.  I  do  not  know  which  is  most  mad,  my  nephew  or  our 
Ministers ;  both  the  one  and  the  other  increase  my  veneration  for  the 
founder  of  Houghioa  1; 

I  will  not  roi)  you  of  the  prints  you  mention,  dear  Sir ;  one  of 
them  at  least  I  know  Mr.  Pennant  gave  me.  I  do  not  admire  him 
fbr  his  punetiKouflness  with  you.  Pray  tell  ma  tibe  name  of  your 
g)ass*painter ;  I  do  not  thLok  I  shall  want  him,  but  it  is  not 
impossible.  Mr.  Essex  agreed  with  me,  that  Jarvis's  windows  ton 
Oxkftdf  after  Sir  Joshua  Eeynolds,  will  not  suoeeed.  Most  of  Ua 
ooloiua  are  opaque,  and  their  great  beauty  depending  on  a  spot  of 
lig^t  for  sun  or  moon,  ia  an  imposition.  When  his  paintings  are 
exhibiled  at  Oharingmross,  all  tiie  rest  of  the  room  is  dariDsned  to 
relieve  liiem.  Thaioannot  be  done  at  New  College ;  or  if  done^ 
the  chapel  would  be  too  dnk.  If  ttiere  are  other  lightly  tbe  eisot 
willbeket. 

This  sultry  weather  will^  I  hope,  quite  restore  you;  peofde  need 
not  go  to  Lisbon  and  Naples,  if  we  contmue  to  have  such  summers. 
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18811    TO  THl  OOUimSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

To  eihoir  your  Ladyship  thai  Ido  not  always  wait  lor  proTOcativeSy 
I  begin  a  letter  to-ni^t»  without  well  knowing  what  it  is  to  contain. 
I  oame  to  town  this  mottling  about  my  house  in  Berkeley  Square,  of 
which  at  last  I  begin  to  haye  hopes»  though  I  am  in  Ghanceiy  for 
it ;  but  it  is  by  a  mode  of  my  own.  I  have  persisted  in  compli- 
menting and  flattering  my  pnrtieSy  till  by  dint  of  complaisance  and 
respect  I  have  brought  fliemto  pique  themselyes  on  equal  attentions; 
80  that  instead  of  a  law-suit  it  1ms  more  the  air  of  a  treaty  between 
two  little  German  princes  who  are  mimieking  their  betters  only 
to  display  their  titdar  dignities.  His  Ser^e  Highness,  Colonel 
Bisdiopp,  is  the  moist  obs^uious  and  deroted  serrant  of  my  serenity 
the  Landgrave  of  BtraWberry. 

His  Boyal  Highness  <rf  Sion,  who  is  Lord  Paramount  of  Straw- 
berry, has  aoquaiiotod  the  OoUege  of  Electors  of  Westminster  that 
they  are  to  be  invaded  by  the  French  forthwith,  and  has  subscribed 
2000/.  for  the  ddbnce  of  his  Palatinate.  Governor  Johnstone  is 
said  to  be  gone  to  destroy  the  embarkation :  I  hope  he  will  do  it  as 
oon^detely  as  he  has  demolished  his  own  character.  The  town  does 
not  seem  to  be  much  alarmed,  and  the  courageous  Stocks  don't  value 
it  a  firaotion ;  so  it  does  not  become  us  poor  little  princes  to  be  more 
frightened  tiian  our  superiors. 

I  met  Miss  Wrotteeley  this  evening  at  my  niece  Cholmondeley's, 
and  she  told  ma  Ifr.  Dunning  has  found  a  flaw  in  the  settlements, 
and  that  they  must  be  drawn  again. 

Are  not  you  sorry.  Madam,  for  the  poor  Duke  of  Ancaster,  espe- 
cially since  he  made  so  noble  and  sensible  a  Will  ?  I  think  his 
attention  to  his  mother  must  lialf  kill  her.  I  hear  he  has  left  a 
legacy  to  a  very  small  man  that  was  always  his  companion,  tod 
whom,  when  h^  waa  drunk,  he  used  to  fling  at  the  heads  of  the 
company,  as  others  fling  a  bottle.  Lord  Bolingbroke,  I  suppose,  you 
know,  is  not  dead. 

Lady  Jane  Scott,  to  whom  I  made  your  Ladyship's  compliments, 
has  found  in  acabinet  at  Ham  a  most  enchanting  picture  in  enamel  by 
Zincke,  of  the  Duchess  of  Queensberry,  which  the  Duke  always 
carried  in  his  pocket     It  is  as  simple  as  my  Oowtey,  in  white  with 
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{he  hair  all  flowing,  and  beautifbl  as  the  Hotin  in  Chiido's  'Aaron/ 
and  very  like  her  to  the  last  moment. 

I  dined  on  Saturday  with  my  oonsin,  T.  Walpole,  at  Oarahalton, 
where,  though  so  near  London,  I  nerer  was  in  my  life.  It  is  as 
rural  a  village  as  if  in  Northumberland,  muoh  watered  with  the 
clearest  streams  and  buried  in  ancient  trees  of  Scawen's  Park,'  and 
the  nei^bouring  Beddington. 

I  had  long  wished  toseethelatter,  theseatof  oneof  myanoestorB, 
Sir  Nicholas  Carew,  whose  head,  as  he  was  Master  of  the  Horse  and 
Enight  of  tiie  Ghtrter,  flew  off  [1539]  in  one  of  the  moods  of 
Henry  VIU.  Madam  Bess,  I  think,  often  Tistted  his  son  there. 
It  is  an  ugly  place,  with  no  prospect,  a  large  Tery  bad  house,  but  it 
was  burnt,  rebuilt  wretchedly  after  the  Bestoration,*  and  nerer 
finished.  Nothing  remaiii3  of  the  ancient  &brie,  but  a  brare  old 
hall,  with  a  pendent  root  copied  by  Wolsey  at  Hampton  Court,  a 
vast  shield  of  arms  and  quarterings  over  the  diimney,  and  two 
clumsy  brazen  andirons,  which  they  told  us  had  served  Queen 
Elizabeth  in  the  Tower,  but  look  more  as  if  they  had  served  her  for 
cannon  to  defend  it  There  is  an  almost  efibced  picture  of  Sir 
Nicholas,  that  seems  to  have  been  painted  by  Holbein,  and  for  which, 
perished  as  it  is,  I  longed.* 

I  shall  terminate  this  letter  of  scraps  and  nothings  with  a  good 
epigram,  which  Mr.  Jemingham  gave  me  t'other  day  :-^ 

Ce  Mannontel  li  lent,  §1  long,  §1  lourd. 

Qui  ne  parle  pai,  mais  qui  benglc^ 

Jnge  la  peintnre  en  ayengle, 
St  la  mnaiqiie  oomme  on  toord* 
Ce  pedant  a  tl  aotte  mine, 

Et  de  ridicnlee  bard6, 
Dit  qnll  a  le  aeerat  dee  beaux  Ten  de  Raeine— 

Jamaia  lecret  ae  fiit  li  Uea  ganU. 

The  first  line  put  me  in  mind  of  an  excellent  satiric  epitaph  on 
the  (General  Lord  Cadogan,  of  which  I  have  forgotten  all  ^ut  the  last 
couplet, — 

Ungrateftil  to  th'  ongratefol  man  he  grew  by, 
A  bad,  bold,  blniteiing,  bloody,  Uonderlng  booby. 


*  So  ciOled  alter  Sir  Wmiam  Seawen  (d.  1722),  three  tlmee  M.P.  fiv  Snney.  Theie 
la  a  monument  to  his  memory  in  Oanhalton  Chnieh  by  Byebneh.---OovvuiaKaK. 

'  After  1709.— CcNHivoHAM. 

'  He  afterwards  obtained  a  copy  of  it,  from  which,  in  1792,  Lysons  had  the  engra- 
ving made  for  his  acoonnt  of  Beddington  in  the '  EnTironB  of  Londoa.'— CanrnieiuM. 


Itrt.}  TO  THE  00UNTB33  OF  OSSOBT.  ISl 

Thejr  wero  Bishop  Atterbtuy's,  who  was  glad  to  kill  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  with  Qie  same  stone. 


1880.    TO  TPS  OOUKTISS  OF  0880BT. 

Strawberry  HiU,  July  20, 1770. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  me^  Madam^  to  have  met  your 
Ladyship  in  town  yesterday,  had  it  been  proper ;  but  when  you 
were  there  but  for  one  day,  and  that  a  nuptial  one»  I  should  have 
been  unreasonable  to  expect  you  to  bestow  a  twinkling  on  me.  In 
£Eust,  I  was  detained  here ;  poor  Lady  Aylesbury  was  come  to  me  all 
tenor  and  distress. 

Her  daughter  was  really  taken  prisoner,  and  she  had  been  told 
her  husband  and  his  island  were  captive  too.  The  Duchess  of 
Leinster,  Lady  William  Campbell,  and  Mrs.  Damer  were  actually 
taken  by  a  privateer,  the  captain  of  which  was  no  doubt  a  Paladin 
in  disgmse ;  he  not  only  treated  them  with  the  continence  of  Sdpio, 
but  with  disinterest,  a  virtue  still  more  rare  in  a  freebooter.  Ho 
would  not  touch  a  pin ;  and  they  were  told  they  were  mistresses  to 
go  whither  they  pleased.  Mr.  Conway  has  been  as  little  molested. 
Aehamemeni  is  left  only  to  us.  A  courtier  said  yesterday,  **  We 
must  act  offensively;''  I  replied,  ^I  thought  we  had  done  that 
sufficiently  already,  for  we  had  offended  idl  the  world.''  There 
were  lett^  in  the  City  on  Saturday  that  say  Gibraltar  is  besieged. 
I  have  heard  no  more  of  it  since ;  but  it  is  very  probable. 

It  is  true  that  my  niece  Horatia  has  put  on  mourning  for  the 
Duke  of  Ancestor :  it  is  on  precedents,  and  with  tiie  approbation  of 
the  Duchess  Dowager,  who  has  written  to  her  in  the  kindest  manner, 
acknowledging  the  intended  marriage;  lamenting  not  having  her 
for  a  daughter,  and  offering  to  come  to  her  as  soon  as  she  is  able. 
Lady  E.  Burrell  has  written  in  the  same  style ;  and  tiie  new  Duke 
and  Duchess  have  sent  compliments  of  condolence.  Lady  Horatia 
has  behaved  in  the  most  reasonable  manner,  shown  very  proper  con- 
cern, but  nothing  romantic  or  extravagant 

Your  Ladyship  exacts  a  petU  mot  on  Canopus,  but  I  have  not  a 
word  to  say.  I  have  lived  till  all  the  maxims  and  axioms  that  I 
learnt  in  my  youth  are  grown  as  superannuated  as  I  am.  The  sages 
I  was  taught  to  worship  have  been  exploded,  and  the  experience  of 
past  ages  contradicted.  Ministers  become  more  popular  in  proper* 
tion  to  their  miscarriages ;  debts,  taxes,  losses,  strengthen  Govern- 
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ineni  Saws  and  proYerbiy  fbrsierly  ettaemed  the  qmnteaseooe  ol 
wifldonii  are  inverted ;  for  instanoe^  rats  of  old  abandoned  a  sinkiiig 
ship, — ^now  they  ran  into  it  As  we  have  chopped  our  old  sjrstem 
to  pieces  and  thrown  it  into  the  kettle  to  give  it  new  life,  be  sure  it 
will  come  out  with  ficesh  Tigomr  andUoam;  howeTsr,  obstinate /tcutt 
for  the  echo.  Let  us  see  what  is  left»  when  we  come  to  sue  tar,  and 
do  obtain  peace.  A  map  then,  and  a  pen  and  ink,  will  decide  who 
haye  been  in  the  right. 

I  hope,  and  do  not  doubt,  Madam,  bat  your  new  Ooaniess  will  bs 
▼ery  happy.  Lord  Shelbume  made  an  admirable  husband  to  awifis^ 
much  less  handsome,  and  apparently,  for  I  did  not  know  her,  lem 
agreeable.  He  I  am  sore  will  be  out  of  luck  if  he  is  unfiwtonaie, 
for  I  must  do  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  the  justice  to  say,  fliat  a 
Spartan  dame  never  launched  more  eatcellent  wives  than  ahe  has 
done. 

This  was  only  meant  as  an  answer,  and  I  will  not  swell  it  into 
more.  I  see  one  is  to  be  k^t  upon  the  jui  rm  all  the  snnuner  with 
reports  and  alarms  true  or  £Edse ;  but  I  have  prepared  mj^self  by 
disbelieving  every  one  till  it  has  been  oentradieted  backwards  and 
forwards  two  or  three  times. 

We  have  not  anrived  at  a  word  of  truth  these  four  years,  till  by  a 
new  lie  becoming  necessary  its  predecessor  is  fbrgottm  and  auffored 
to  appear  stark  naked. 


ISSl.   TO  THS  001TNTI88  OF  OeaOBT. 

Strawberry  HiU,  July  U,  1779. 

You  will  be  tired  of  seeing  my  hand.  Madam,  yet  it  would  be 
indecent  neither  to  accept  your  kind  invitation  nor  tell  you  why  I  do 
not  Yesterday  I  received  notice  from  my  attorney  that  the  Master 
of  the  Bolls  has,  with  epigrammatic  despatch,  heard,  my  cause,  and 
pronounced  a  decree  in  my  £Eivour.  Surely  the  whip  of  the  new 
driver.  Lord  Thurlow,  has  pervaded  all  the  broad  wheels  of  the  law, 
and  set  them  galloping.  I  must  go  to  town  on  Monday,  and  get  my 
money  ready  for  payment, — not  from  impatience  to  enter  on  my 
premises,  but  though  the  French  declare  they  are  coming  to  bum 
London,  bank-bills  are  still  more  combustible  than  houses,  and  should 
my  banker's  shop  be  reduced  to  ashes,  I  mi^t  have  a  mansion  to 
pay  for,  and  nothing  to  pay  witL  If  both  were  consumed,  at  least 
I  should  not  be  in  debt 
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I  will  own  fiurly,  too^  flu^  tiie  mofiieiit  is  feo  huge^I  do  not  oajre  to 
stir.  It  18  preify  oertain  that  FnuMe,  Tooiferoiis  as  bar  threats,  and 
readj  as  her  preparations,  will  await  the  dedunon  of  the  empire  of 
the  sea.  We  haye,  I  doabti  osoe  ftimg  less  to  oar  trident  than  she 
andl^Mon;  yet  I  think  the  grapple  w31  be  tough.  Wexe  I Neptone 
or  .SiolnSy  or — ^I  forget  who  was  the  olassie  GkKl  of  sea-fights,  or 
whether  they  erer  deified  any  Twitoher  after  his  reoeption  into 
Olympus, — I  dionld  perhaps  nttke  a  pretty  impartial  ditision  of  the 
damage,  and  lay  it  so  heayy  on  both  sides,  that  Madam  the  House 
of  Bourbon  should  be  glad  to  leave  o£f  playing  with  fire,  and  Madam 
Ghreat  Britain  should  learn  to  treat  mediators  with  more  oiyility. 
Every  man  John  of  the  latter  lady's  boys  are  confident  of  success, 
and  when  other  arguments  fail,  cry,  Providence  has  always  saved  us ; 
which  argument,  I  suppose,  is  built  on  this  simple  hypothesis,  that 
Gh>d  made  Great  Britain,  and  the  Devil  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 
To  be  sure  I  heartily  pray  tor  victory ;  but  I  would  not  have  it  quite 
80  sound  as  to  turn  our  heads  and  encourage  us  to  pawn  our  last 
fig-leaf  Obstinacy  has  brought  us  to  the  precipice;  and  after 
squandering  America,  we  stake  ourselves  rather  than  own  we  have 
lost  it;  but  I  forget, — ^what  is  all  this  to  my  going  next  week  or  not 
to  AmpthiU  P  Why,  this  all,  our  all,  is  the  reason  I  do  not  go. 
Public,  private  considerations  fetter  me.  I  am  no  hero,  nor  any  of 
the  fine  things  your  Ladyship  says  of  me,  and  yet  I  must  stay  and 
comfort  those  that  are  weaW  than  myself.  Lady  Aylesbury  is 
impressed  with  a  thousand  terrors,  and  not  without  cause.  I  tremble 
mjrself  lest  Mr.  Conway  should  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
romantic  and  defending  a  pebble,*  because  he  has  nothing  else  to 
defend ;  but  dabit  JDeua  kk  quoque  finem»  I  have  lived  to  see  the 
rebels  at  Derby ;  and  I  am  mighty  apt  to  think  that  everything  will 
end  as  I  wisL  I  know  no  reason  why  I  should  be  favoured  with 
Fortune's  smiles ;  but  she  takes  fancies ;  and  in  gratitude  and 
deference  I  have  thrown  myself  entirely  upon  hmt*  But  two  days 
ago,  she  delivered  me  from  a  deluge.  There  was  a  torrent  of  rain ; 
all  the  pipes  were  stopped,  and  the  inundation  burst  into  six  places 
of  my  house.  The  Gtallery  was  overflowed,  pictures  and  damask 
soaked,  the  Star-CSiamber  drowned,  and  the  staircase  was  acataraci 
I  sent  up  all  the  servants,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  waters 
ceased,  and  I  dreamt  that  a  rainbow  rested  cm  the  battlements,  and 

>  Jeney — thaa  menaced  by  the  f  readi,  of  which   Conwaj   wai  gortmov;-— 
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aflBored  my  easfle  ahotild  never  be  drowned  again.  Pray,  Madam, 
learn  my  ykionfl;  they  are  yery  oemfortaUei  and  founded  ua 
gratitade,  not  presumption. 

I  liaye  heard  much  of  Mi.  B/a  being  a  aecond  Cosmo  G<»dan  and 
a  third  Parson  Bate.  It  is  a  worthy  ocoapation  for  a  man  and  a 
gentleman  I  bnt  too  oontemptiUe  to  dwell  on. 

A  card  shall  be  left  for  Mr.  Beresford,  in  Groarenor  Place,  on 
Monday.  My  goat  entered  like  love,  but  I  aasaxe  yon  did  Dot 
retreat  like  love,  or  at  sixty-two  I  doubt  the  fit  would  have  beon 
longer. 

18S2.    TO  SIR  HORAOB  MAKK. 

Strawberry  HOI,  Aug.  4, 1770. 

I  EMPLOY  a  secretary,  to  spare  one  of  my  eyes,  which  is  tormented 
with  an  inflammation.  As  it  comes  by  fits,  I  impute  it  to  my  old 
enemy  the  gout;  who,  of  all  distempers,  is  tiie  greatest  harlequiD. 
This  charge  is  not  made  to  avoid  an  unwillingness  of  owning  that 
the  breach  may  have  been  made  by  the  general  foe,  old  age; 
though  its  ally,  the  gout,  may  take  advantage  of  the  weak  place. 

I  sent  you  a  long  letter  by  your  nephew :  it  leaves  me  nothing  to 
add  but  events,  and  of  them  there  have  been  none,  except  the  safe 
anrival  of  our  great  West  Indian  fleet,  worth  between  two  and  three 
millions.  I  don't  know  why  the  fleets  of  Bourbon  suiSered  it  to  pass 
quietly,  unless  to  return  the  compliment  of  our  not  meddling  with 
their  Domingo  fleet  We  hea^  last  week  that  GKbraltar  was 
invested :  not  more  is  oonfirmed  than  that  great  preparations  are 
making  in  Spain  for  ilie  siege.  We,  or  at  least  I,  do  not  know  what 
numbers  of  tihe  latter's  ships  have  joined  the  French :  they  certainly 
out-number  Sir  Ghades  Hardy's  squadron ;  yet  so  noble  a  navy  aa 
his  we  never  set  forth,  and  it  will  cost  them  destruction  to  master  ii 
They  threaten  us  mightily  from  Havre  and  Si  Maloes;  but 
we  are  prepared,  and  I  think  tliey  will  prefer  cheaper  laurela 
elsewhere. 

This  is  but  a  negative  description,  and  merely  in  compliance  with 
your  desire  of  frequent  letters.  Private  news  we  have  none,  but 
what  I  have  long  been  bidden  to  expect,  the  completion  of  the  sale 
of  the  pictures  at  Houghton  to  the  Czarina.  The  sum  stipulated  is 
forty  or  forty-five  tiiousand  pounds,  I  neither  know  nor  care  which ; 
nor  whether  the  picture-merchant  ever  receives  the  whole  sum, 
which  probably  he  will  npt  do,  as  I  hear  it  is  to  be  discharged  at 
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three  payments — a  miflerable  bargain  for  a  mighty  empress  I  Fresh 
loYorSy  and  firesh,  will  perhaps  intercept  the  second  and  third  pay<- 
ments.  WeU  I  adien  to  Eonghton  I  about  its  mad  master  I  shall 
Beyer  trouble  myself  more.  From  the  moment  he  came  into 
poesessiony  he  haa  midermined  every  act  of  my  fEtther  that  was 
within  his  reach,  but,  haring  none  of  that  great  man's  sense  or 
▼irtuee,  he  could  only  lay  wild  hands  on  lands  and  houses ;  and, 
since  he  has  stript  Houghton  of  its  glory,  I  do  not  care  a  straw  what 
lie  does  with  the  stone  or  the  acres.  The  happiness  my  father 
entailed  on  this  country  has  been  thrown  away  in  as  distracted  a 
manner,  but  his  £une  will  not  be  injured  by  the  insanity  of  any  of 
his  successors.  We  haye  paid  a  fine  for  having  cut  oS  the  entail, 
but  shall  not  so  easily  suffer  a  recovery. 

General  Conway  is  stiU  in  his  little  island,  which  I  trust  is  too 
diminutive  to  be  descried  by  an  Armada.  I  do  not  desire  to  have 
him  achieve  an  Iliad  in  a  nut-shelL 

57, 

You  perceive  my  eye  is  better,  but  I  must  not  use  it  much. 
Yesterday  came  an  account  of  the  conquest  of  Si  Vincent  by  the 
French.  The  poor  Caribe  assisted  them,  and  are  revenged  on  us :  I 
cannot  blame  tiiem.  How  impolitic  is  injustice,  when  man  cannot 
command  fortune  I  I  still  cannot  help  conjecturing  that  France  will 
prefer  demolishing  all  our  outworks  to  attempting  invasion  hero, 
where  we  are  so  mightily  prepared*  We  fear  they  will  not  engage 
Sir  Charles  Hardy,  though  superior  in  number ;  as  he  has  at  least 
thirty-eight  such  ships,  and  such  able  and  tried  captains  in  them,  as 
they  cannot  match.  By  thus  detaining  all  our  force  at  home,  distant 
quarters  are  half  at  their  mercy.  They  themselves  think  America 
much  disposed  to  return  to  us,  and  therefore  will  probably  not 
hazard  a  defeat  here,  which  would  leave  us  time  to  treat  with 
the  Colonies.  But  I  must  not  let  my  eye  talk  of  politics.  Gtooi 
night! 


1888.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Aug,  7, 1779. 

I  HAVB  had  a  double  excuse  for  not  having  written  to  your 
Ladyship  for  above  a  week ;  a  return  of  the  gout  in  my  eye,  and 
the  completion  of  the  purchase  of  my  house,  for  which  I  have  been 
no  fewer  than  three  tiines  in  town  sinco  last  Sunday.    Fortune  haa 


SS6  HORACS  WALPoun  uffmssL  prrk 

again  smfled  on  me :  I  think  myadf  most  luoky  to  have  paid  my 
money;  the  home  might  be  bnmt,  I  obliged  to  bny  it,  aiid  ha?e 
nothing  to  pay  for  it— at  least  I  shall  not  be  in  debt  finr  Hie  adbes. 
Well  I  Fortane  has  smiled  on  more  than  an  individtial^  by  con- 
ducting home  our  West  Indian  fleet  Hnfifed,  lebdibd^  and  diiTeo 
off  as  she  has  been,  she  is  likely  to  be  our  best  ally.  The  resti  as 
ill-treatedy  are  not  so  forgiying.  Wbeflier  ihe  Frensk  irill  oome^ 
is  another  matter :  they  certainly  meditate  it^  and  great  destnou^on ; 
they  give  out,  to  bum  London.  Lord  Nortti  said  pablidy,  kit  a 
large  dinner  at  Lord  Hertford's  on  Tuesday  last,  thi^  he  ezpecbed 
them  in  a  week.  Not  having  Hie  Duchess  of  Bedford's  ahrewdneBfl^ 
I  cannot  discover  devemess  in  such  a  notification,  vnless  he  had 
bragged,  too,  that  he  had  invited  them.  Still  my  mind  does  not 
misgive  me,  which  is  a  comfortable  resource,  when  one  has  not  much 
grounds  in  reason.  I  take  what  precautions  I  can  in  my  own 
affairs,  and  then  resign  myself  to  good  fortune. 

Your  Lad3r8hip  will  see  Lord  Grantham,  and  probably  Lord 
Macartney.  Our  fiiends  ore  returned  on  our  hands  from  all 
quarters :  would  to  God  I  were  as  sure  of  seeing  Mr.  Conway  in 
safety !  I  do  not  desire  to  have  him  achieve  an  Iliad  in  a  nut-sheU. 
This  I  dare  say  to  you,  Madam,  though  not  to  him.  Do  not  wonder 
then,  that  forfy  or  twenty  miles  nearer  to  news  are  important  to  me. 
If  Sir  Oharles  Hardy's  navy  does  not  beat  one  a  third  more 
numerous,  and  with  Uttle  loss  too,  Jersey  will  be  swallowed  on 
the  road  to  England.  All  that  will  remain  to  the  few  will  be  td 
cry,  You  cannot  say  we  did  it,  tihough  they  do  say  so.  This  may 
sound  small  consolation ;  but  weigh  it  against  what  we  should  feel 
if  we  had  an  empire  lost,  and  all  the  lives  and  all  the  disgraces  on 
our  consciences,  and  then,  Madam,  is  inculpability  no  daueeurf 
WeU  I  we  must  shut  our  eyes  on  all  this  at  present,  and  defend  our 
last  stake,  and  not  scold  like  the  perverse  Jews  when  the  Temple 
totters.  I  could  be  amazed  at  many  things,  if  I  had  leisure — as 
why,  after  stooping  to  b^  pardon  of  the  Congress,  we  rejected  the 
mediation  of  Spain ;  why,  after  beseeching  France  not  to  dabble  in 
America,  we  do  not  treat  now,  and  save  what  we  can,  as  any  peace 
signed  to-day  would  be  preferable  to  what  we  shall  possibly  sign 
two  months  hence.  But  we  have  stridden  from  blunder  to  blunder, 
and,  as  at  chess,  when  the  game  is  deplorable,  the  kiog  ahd  the 
castle  change  places ;  the  one  ils  reduced  to  a  comer,  and  the  othei*^ 
who  is  called  rook,  too,  may  not  bring  him  back  without  being 
checkmated. 
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1894.    TO  THB  l^BY,  WILLIAM  MASOK.> 

» 

Stmmbmrf  SHU,  Amg,  0, 1711. 

I  KNOW  how  to  wish  yon  joy  on  the  conclusion  of  a  snit  in 
Chanceiy,  for  I  hi^ve  just  canned  one  there,  and  may  say  with 
truth  what  never  could  be  applied  before  to  law,  veni^  vidi,  vici.  My 
cause  was  oonunenced,  heard,  and  decided  in  two  months.  My  palace 
in  Berkeley  Square  is  adjudged  to  me  with  costs,  and  flie  title 
bettered  by  that  ordeal ;  and  so  I  am  rejoicing,,  as  the  Ministers  on 
the  arrival  yesterday  of  the  Jamaica  fleet,  when  neither  I  nor  they 
know  whether  in  two  months  any  property  may  be  worth  sixpence. 
Nobody  at  joxor  distance  can  conceive  how  much  is  at  stake  from 
total  and  genera}  incapacity.  Two  dotards  are  at  the  head  of  the 
only  fleet  and  only  army  that  are  to  decide  our  fstte ;  and  Lord 
North  with  that  ban-hammie,  for  which  a  child  is  whipped  when  it 
shouts  on  setting  its  own  frock  on  fire,  cries,  he  expected  the  French 
every  day.  I  remeqiber  a  story  of  Gtoneral  Nieberg,  governor  of  the 
last  emperor,  and  who  lost  the  first  battle  against  the  King  of 
Prussia.  He  wrote  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  these  words ;  **  Je 
9ui8fachi  de  dire  d  9a  MqfesU  que  eon  armSe  eet  baUue,  ei  tout  par  la 
/ante  de  eon  eervUeur  Nieberg!*  The  Queen  who  had  not  contributed^ 
Impaired  the  misfortune. 

^  fO  tarn  BOm  BOBA09  WALFOUk 

AiUm,  Aug.  1, 1770. 

I  BBonm>  yovr  mebncholy  (a  king^s  friend  woald  ctll  it  a  croaking)  letter  the  day 
tiler  my  aniYil  here,  aller  s  long  Jeomey,  in  whidi  I  mw  many  plaeee  and  liked 
afiv. 

I  can  tell  yon  notliing,  ezeept  that  I  am  here  a  week  longer,  and  then  to  Toik; 
where  I  hope  to  keep  a  regular  correspondence  with  yon,  If  a  correspondence  will  bo 
fQMablo:  tOl  the  Sih,  a  letter  will  find  me  here,  and  on  the  11th  at  York. 

1  am  charmed  wiUi  the  notes,'  which  will  answer  my  purpose  and  PosUii^a 
exactly.    I  do  not  think  I  shall  have  occasion  to  add  aboTc  one  or  two. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir  I  this  is  merely  to  teU  yon  where  I  am  and  where  I  am  going* 
indeed,  I  can  teU  jon  nothing  els^  a^  \  fw  jron  mqst  b^  the  chief  inlarmor  dnnng 
ovr  next  suite  of  correspondence. 

Pray  giro  me  Joy  of  the  conehisioa  of  my  Chancery  suit,  and  belleTc  me  moat 
faithfolly  y«ni% 

W.  Masos 

*  The  notes  to  which  Mason  alludes  are  thus  referred  to  by  Walpole  in  his '  Short 
Votes  of  hU  own  Lifis,'  (yoI.  L  p.  IxxflL)  '^  At  the  end  of  May  [1779]  wrote  a 
Commentary  and  Notes  to  Mr.  Mason's  later  poems."  Are  not  these  recoverable  t 
They  relate  to  the '  Heroic  Epistle/ '  The  Postscript,*  Ac — Cuxxiiquax. 
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In  one  word,  I  aasure  jron  I  hope,  thoogli  I  do  not  beliere^  fliat 
the  invasion  will  be  in  Ireland — not  England.  I  wish  this  becaiue 
it  wonld  be  vain  to  wish  that  Seotland  were  south  of  both.  I  hafe 
no  ill  will  to  poor  Ireland,  but  Ucalegon  is  at  least  one  door  fsurttier 
off  than  one's  own.  I  saw  a  letter  but  two  days  ago  from  Dublin 
which  says,  there  isnot  a  shilling  to  pay  the  small  army  Uiere.  They 
are  hiding  their  plate  and  flocking  to  the  capital,  where  there  is  no 
army  to  protect  them.  London  will  be  in  the  same  case ;  is  to  be 
left  to  old  vain  Northumberland  and  his  constables,  when  the 
Emperor  of  America  takes  the  field  with  all  his  guards.  Lord 
Amherst  in  the  mean  time  has  begun  works  at  Chatham,  that 
cannot  be  finished  in  ten  years,  and  then  will  be  commanded  by 
all  the  hills  around.  I  could  teU  you  forty  parallel  anecdotes,  which 
if  they  do  not  terminate  in  total  destruction,  will  nerer  be  bdieved, 
though  every  step  of  the  last  five  years  have  marched  towards  them. 
Bussia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  fold  their  arms  and  ay,  **  We 
have  insulted  iliem  all  so  much,  that  they  must  sit  still  tiU  we  are 
humbled."  Thai  mil  happen :  we  shall  take  a  panic  at  once,  and 
sign  anything;  or  on  the  first  unexpected  and  indecisiYe  success 
flounder  on  in  obstinacy.  This  reduces  one  barely  to  wish  for 
&Tourable  events,  with  the  reversion  of  chance ;  for  one  knows  not 
what  to  wish  coolly.  Fortune  can  scarce  dovetail  good  and  bad 
circumstances  so  as  to  repair  and  strengthen  the  country  and  con- 
stitution ;  which  if  not  restored  together,  the  former  will  at  best  but 
langnish  and  never  revive.  But  it  is  in  vain  to  skim  one's  thoughts : 
they  boil  over,  and  it  is  as  well  to  finish  now  as  write  on.  I  will 
talk  as  if  I  did  not  see  further  than,  I  was  going  to  say,  most  of 
those  who  have  oonduoted  us  to  the  precipice,  but  some  of  them, 
believe  me,  are  soundly  alarmed.  They  do  see  at  last  that  a  bribe 
in  hand  was  not  wortti  two  estates  in  the  busL 

Yf^\  parhMe(mime9iderienn*iMt.  IwaslatelyatBeddingbm, 
and  saw  there  a  print  I  never  met  with  before.  It  is  a  mezzotint  of  a 
Sir  Nicholas  Carew,  who  lived  temp.  Geo.  I.,  and  never  did  any  thing 
but  sit  for  that  print ;  yet  you  know  how  inestimable  an  unique  print 
— ^which  however  is  not  unique — is  to  a  collector.  There  are  at  least 
five  more  in  the  house,  and  peihaps  the  plate,  or  I  should  not  be  so 
audacious  as  to  b^  one.  Li  short,  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  to 
Mr.  Fountaine  [the  Dean  of  York]  if  he  would  give  me  one.  An 
attorney  lives  in  the  mansion,  who  might  be  ordered  to  deliver  one 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Walpole,  who  lives  at  Carshalton,  not  two  miles 
from  Beddington.    They  are  all  framed  and  glazed.    I  do  not  want 
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their accompftnJTnentg  nor  the  print  mnchy  if  pasted  on  doth,  though 
I  would  deign  to  accept  one  so,  if  no  other  is  to  be  obtained. 
Adiea  I  I  hare  surmed  many  dark  moments,  and  think  I  do  not 
know  by  what  lock  that  joa  and  I  shall  still  meet  again  and  pass 
some  agreeable  hours.  When  one  reasons,  one  has  few  hopes ;  but 
a  superstitious  confidence  always  carries  me  to  incline  to  expect  that 
things  will^  end  to  please  me ;  and  as  I  have  found  that  my  star 
knows  much  better  than  I  do  what  is  best  for  me,  I  commend  myself 
to  it,  and  beg  it  will  mend  the  scene,  as  it  did  after  the  conquest  of 
New  TorL 


18S5.    TO  THB  BET.  WILUAM  COLS. 

SliW9bmr$  JSTtS,  Aug.  12, 1779. 

I  WRITB  from  decency,  dear  Sir,  not  from  having  any  thing 
particular  to  say,  but  to  tiiank  you  for  your  offer  of  letting  me  seetho 
arms  of  painted  glass ;  which,  however,  I  will  decline,  lest  it  should 
be  broken,  and  as  at  present  I  have  no  occasion  to  employ  the 
painter.  If  I  build  my  o£Sce6,  perhaps  I  may  have ;  but  I  havie 
dropped  that  thought  for  flus  year.  The  disastrous  times  do  not  inspire 
expense.  Our  alarms,  I  conclude,  do  not  raffle  your  hennitage.  We 
are  returning  to  our  state  of  islandhood,  and  shall  have  little,  I 
believe,  to  boast  but  of  what  we  have  been. 

I  see  a  '  History  of  Alien  Priories '  announced ;'  do  you  know  any 
thing  of  it,  or  of  the  author? 


ISSS.    TO  THB  COUKTBSS  OF  ATLESBHUT. 

Btfrmdieny  HiU,  Friday  mighi,  1779. 


I  AM  not  at  all  surprised,  my  dear  Madam,  at  the  intrepidity  of 
Mrs.  Damer  ;*  she  always  was  the  heroic  daughter  of  a  hero.  Her 
sense  and  coolness  never  forsake  her.  I,  who  am  not  so  firm, 
shuddered  At  your  Ladyship's  accotmi  Now  that  she  has  stood  fire 
for  four  hours,  I  hope  she  will  give  as  clear  proofs  of  her  under- 

*  This  WIS  Mr.  Ckmn^'t  weU-known  work  in  two  TolumM  oeUTO,  entitled  '  Some 
Aoeoont  of  the  AUen  Prioriee,  and  of  each  Lends  as  they  are  known  to  hare  poe- 
leaeed  in  England  and  Wales.'— -WueHT. 

*  The  paeket  in  which  she  was  eroesing  from  Dover  to  Ostend  was  taken  hy  a 
YrtufStk  frigate,  after  a  running  fight  of  sereral  hours.— Walpolb. 
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8tf^iding»  of  teliicti  I  hav>e  tis  Yaifjii  opmion  tis  of  her  oonrage,  and  not 
return  in  any  dangelr. 

I  am  to  dine  at  Ditton  ^  to-morrow,  and  will  oertainly  talk  on  (lie 
subject  yon  reoommend ;  yet  I  am  tax,  till  I  hare  heard  more,  fiom 
thinking  with  your  Ladydiip,  that  more  troope  and  artillary  at 
Jersey  would  he  desirable.  Any  considerable  quantity  of  sKther, 
especially  of  the  former,  cannot  he  spared  at  this  moment,  wken  so 
big  a  cloud  hangs  over  this  island,  nor  would  any  number  a^ail  if 
the  French  should  he  masters  at  sea.  A  large  garrison  would  bat 
tempt  the  French  thither,  were  it  but  to  distress  this  ooumtry; 
and,  what  is  worse,  would  encourage  Mr.  Conway  to  make  an 
impracticable  defenoe.  If  ha  is  to  remain  in  a  situation  so  unworthy 
of  him,  I  con&ss  I  had  rather  he  was  totally  incapable  of  makiiig 
any  defence.  I  lofe  him  enough  not  to  murmur  at  his  exposing 
himself  where  has  country  and  his  honour  demand  him ;  hut  I  would 
not  have  him  mesfmre  himself  in  a  place  untenable  against  yery 
aaperior  foroe.  Ky  present  comfort  is,  as  to  him,  that  France  at  this 
moment  has  a  fwr  Taster  phjept  I  have  good  reason  to  belioTe  the 
Government  knows  that  a  great  anny  ia  ready  to  embark  at  St. 
ICaloeSy  but  will  not  stir  till  i^er  a  sea-fig^t,  whicli  we  do  not  know 
bat  may  be  engaged  at  this  momeni  Our  fleet  is  allowed  to  be  the 
finest  ever  set  forth  by  thiiB  qountry ;  but  it  is  inferior  in  number 
by  seventeen  ships  to  Uie  muted  squadron  of  the  Boprbons.  France^ 
if  sucopssftilj  means  to  pour  in  a  vast  many  thousands  cm  us,  and  has 
threatened  to  bum  the  capital  itself  Jeieey,  my  dear  Madam,  does 
not  enter  into  a  calculation  of  such  magnitude.  The  moment  u 
singularly  awfol;  yet  the  Taunts  of  enemies  are  rarely  executed 
successfully  and  ably.  HaTe  we  trampled  America  under  our 
footP 

You  haTO  too^  good  senses  Madam,  to  be  imposed  npon  by  my 
iMTguments,  if  they  are  insubstantial.  You  do  know  that  I  haTe  had 
my  terrors  for  'ili.  Conway ;  but  at  present  they  are  out  of  tbe 
question,  from  the  insignificance  of  his  island.  Do  not  listen  to 
rumours,  nor  belieTe  a  singile  one  till  it  has  been  canTassed  OTer  and 
over.  Fear,  folly,  fifty  motives,  will  coin  new  reports  erety  hour  at 
such  a  conjuncture.  When  one  is  totally  Toid  of  credit  and  power, 
patience  is  the  only  wisdom.  I  haTe  seen  dangers  still  more  immi- 
nent  They  were  dispersed.   Nothing  happens  in  proportion  to  what 

^  Thaiii«  DlUon,  when  Loid  Herilbrd  had  then  atUU,  sftennurdt  known  aa  Boyle 
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IB  meditated.  Fortane,  iriiateyer  fortune  ia,  is  more  oonetant  tban  le 
the  oommoa  notum.  I  do  not  give  this  as  one  of  my  solid  arguments^ 
bat  I  have  always  encouraged  mysdf  in  being  superstitioas  on  the 
fftToorable  side.  I  neyery  like  most  superstitioas  people,  believe 
anguzips  against  my  inshes.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  the  escape 
of  MiB.  Darner,  and  in  the  defeat  at  Jersey,  even  before  Mr.  Conway 
arrived ;  and  thence  I  depend  on  the  same  future  prosperity.  From 
the  authority  of  persons  who  do  not  reason  on  such  airy  hopes,  I  am 
seriously  persuaded,  that  if  ike  fleets  engage,  tiie  enemy  vrill  not  gain 
advantage  without  deep-felt  loss,  enough,  probably,  to  dismay  their 
invasion.  Coolness  may  succeed,  and  then  negotiation.  Surely,  if 
we  can  weather  the  summer,  we  shall,  obstinate  as  we  are  against 
conviction,  be  compelled,  by  the  wBnt  of  money,  to  relinquish  our 
ridiculous  pretensions,  now  proved  to  be  utterly  impracticable ;  for, 
with  an  inferior  navy  at  home,  can  wo  assert  sovereignty  over 
America  P  It  is  a  contradiction  in  terms  and  in  &ct  It  may  be 
hard  of  digestion  to  relinquish  it,  but  it  is  impossible  to  pursue  it. 
Adieu,  my  dear  Madam !    I  have  not  left  room  for  a  Une  mbre. 


18S7.    TO  THS  RSY.  WiLUAM  MASON. 

Strawbetwy  HiB,  W^muday  night  kUe,  A^g.  18, 1779. 

All  is  true  that  you  will  see  in  the  papeis  of  flie  ^  Marlborough,' 
^  Isis,'  and  '  Southampton '  being  chased  by  the  French  and  S^anidi 
fleets  of  sixty  or  sixty-three  sail,  as  the  former  were  gcnng  to  join 
Sir  CSiarles  Hardy.  To-day  came  another  express,  that  the  muted 
squadron  was  off  Falmouth  on  Saturday.  They  are  probably  come 
to  seek  and  fight  our  fleet,  which,  if  not  joined  by  those  three  ships, 
consists  of  but  thiriy-six<-Hm  whom  dqtends  our  fate ! 

I  could  give  you  details  of  unreadiness  at  home  that  woidd  shodc 
you :  mirades  alone  can  counteract  it,  and  them  have  we  merited  P 
If  Hardy  does  not  vanquish  to  deletion  of  the  enemy,  shall  we  be 
bettfiiedP  If  he  doe^  will  fool-hardiness  be  corrected  by  suocessP 
Turn  whither  you  will,  whence  is  salvation  to  come  to  a  nation 
so  besotted  P  I  will  give  you  a  sample  of  what  the  victors  would 
fcsoivo  f<Hr  Uiose  they  deem  their  worst  euftmies,  the  friends  of  their 
country.  The  Bishop  of  Oxfiiid  [John  Butier],  once  a  writer  in 
patriot  opposition,  wrote  f  other  day  to  his  friend  and  patron,  my 
brother,  that  Lord  Harcourt  had  invited  him  to  dinner,  treated  him 

VOL.  TU.  ■ 


242  HORACB  WALPOLITO  LffFTJOtS.  [1779. 

most  benignonflyy  and  not  mentioned  a  word  of  politics ;  "  sorely/' 
added  the  meek  apostle,  **  if  there  were  a  toleration  of  patriots,  Loid 
Harcourt  would  be  entitied  to  the  benefit  of  it " — ^that  is,  St.  Dominie 
would  not  out  lus  host's  throat,  if  the  holy  office  ever  pardoned,  bat 
it  does  not ;  and  Lord  Ebroourt  must  die,  though  he  has  banqueted 
a  bishop. 

It  is  such  wretches  and  their  blundering  politics,  that,  in  nineteen 
years,  hare  dianged  a  glorious  empire  into  a  wide  heap  of  ruins. 
Amidst  these  calamities  and  public  woes,  I  am  trembling  for 
Mr.  Conway,  who  is  chained  to  a  rock.  I  am  anxious  about  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  who  is  exiled  to  Exeter,  and  may  be  exposed  to 
the  first  descent  with  a  handful  of  men,  but 

God  and  good  angoli  fight  on  Richmond's  side. 

His  virtues  shine  the  brighter  firom  the  doud  of  filth  that  is  thrown 
on  them,  and  a  nation  cannot  be  destroyed  without  its  being 
remembered  who  would  have  saved  ii  History  may  flatter  contem- 
poraries, but  as  the  dead  have  no  places,  no  pensions  to  bestow,  truth 
revives  the  moment  its  enemies  are  in  the  grave,  and  then  the  bones 
of  the  ultimi  Anglorum  will  be  selected  and  enshrined  by  poor 
weeping  posterity.  You  see  I  am  seeking  consolation  among  the 
reliques  of  my  few  friends ;  cold  comfort,  a  vision  of  honorary  tribute 
to  be  paid  to  the  ashes  of  heroes  in  a  littie  northern  island,  that  has 
no  pride  to  live  on  but  the  memory  of  virtuous  patriots  I  Those  of 
happier  days  will  be  remembered  too!  and  my  father's  favourite 
sentence  of  quieta  nan  movere  will  appear  to  have  been  replete  with 
as  much  wisdom  as  Lord  Mansfield's  schoolboy  quotation  of  the 
Bubicon  being  passed.    Adieu ! ' 

'to  tarn  Hov.  BonAOB  walpou. 
DiAB  Sn,  Torh,  Augutl  SI,  1779. 

I  RATI  procorod  jon  a '  Sir  Kicholas  Carew '  of  the  Dean  of  Toik,  as  good  an  Impres- 
sion, I  beUere.  as  the  plate  was  capable  of  giving,  and  ready  for  a  portfeniUe,  haring 
no  canTass  to  incommode  jou  at  jonr  next  print  shearing.  I  will  send  it  roUed  on  a 
stick,  by  the  first  person  T  hear  of  going  to  town. 

By  the  papers  of  the  two  last  posts  I  am  led  to  expect  something  haa  been 
already  done  which  will  decide  whether  poor  England  is  mistress  of  the  seas  or  no. 
I  wait  a  line  from  yon  with  impatience,  for  I  know  yon  don't  stand  npon  the  pnncUlio 
of  letter  for  letter,  which  to  me,  who  hare  no  news  to  pay  with,  would  be  worse  than 
the  posting*  tax.  I  hope,  howerer,  this  ensuing  race  week,  and  Lord  John  Carendish's 
eompany  whom  I  expect  to<lay,  may  make  my  next  more  worth  postage;  in  the 
mean  tbne,  thanking  you  for  ail  your  favours,  I  rest,  or  rather  sleep, 

Sinoorely  youn, 

W.  Mifion. 
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1888.  TO  ant  HORACE  KAisnir. 

Strawberry  ffitt,  Aug.  19, 1778. 

Thb  Frenoih  and  Spanish  squadrons,  of  sixty  sail,  passed  by  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  without  meeting ;  and,  on  the  14th9  chased  th^se  of 
our  men-of-war,  that  were  going  to  join  him,  into  FlymoutL 
To-day  an  account  is  come,  that  the  enemy's  fleet,  of  fifty-six  sail,  is 
anchored  before  that  fleet  Whether  hoping  to  bum  it,  or  to  wait 
for  their  transports,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say,  as  there  are  different 
opinions.  Hardy  will  undoubtedly  attack  them  as  soon  as  he  can ; 
but  the  easterly  wind  keeps  him  out  at  sea. 

I  would  write  to  you,  to  mark  my  constant  attention ;  but  it  is 
difficult  for  one  so  totally  uninformed  as  I  am  to  speak  on  such  great 
events  when  pending,  and  as  improper  when  the  sea  swarms  with 
prirateers,  and  my  letter  must  pass  through  so  many  post- 
ofSces.  You  know  me  well  enough  to  guess  at  my  sentiments. 
Tou  know  me  an  unalterable  Englishman,  who  loves  his  countiy 
and  devoutly  wishes  its  prosperity.  Such  I  am,  ardent  for  England, 
and  ever  shall  be ;  it  is  all  an  useless  old  man  can  do,  to  pray  for  its 
lasting  prosperity.  The  events  of  war  must  be  accepted  with  con- 
stancy, good  or  bad.  You,  a  minister  of  peace  and  at  a  distance,  will  be 
anxious  for  every  post  Gh>od  news  you  shall  have  instantly :  I  hope 
I  shall  have  notlung  sinister  to  send  you.  I  may  not  be  at  hand 
immediately  to  teU  you  everything :  I  have  female  relations  whose 
husbands  may  be  in  action,  whose  spirits  I  must  keep  up,  and  who 
are  in  different  counties;  but  I  shall  never  be  long  from  home. 
Every  man  must  do  the  utmost  he  can  in  his  sphere  when  his 
country  is  concerned,  and  private  duties  must  be  attended  to  too.  I 
have  lived  long  enough  to  possess  calmness  enough  for  my  use.  It 
has  long  been  my  maxim,  that  most  things  are  excusable  in  the 
passions  of  youth ;  but  that  an  old  man  is  bound  to  think  of  nothing 
but  what  is  right,  and  to  be  serviceable  to  others.  Yirtues,  if  one 
has  any,  shine  brightest  when  put  to  the  trial ;  but  ostentation  may 
taint  even  them.  My  fiither  is  ever  before  my  eyes — not  to  attempt 
to  imitate  him,for  Ihave  none  of  his  matchless  wisdom,  or  unsullied 
virtues,  or  heroic  firmness ;  but  sixty-two  years  have  taught  me  to 
gaze  on  him  with  ten  thousand  times  the  reverence  that,  I  speak  it 
with  deep  shame,  I  felt  for  him  at  twenty-two,  when  he  stood  before 
me  I  I  must  check  this  theme — ^it  would  carry  me  too  feur ;  and  it  is 
at  midnight  I  am  writing,  and  my  letter  must  go  to  London  at  eight 
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in  (he  morning.  Adieu !  my  dear  Sir :  may  I  send  you  Tiotories 
while  we  are  at  war;  but,  being  no  military  man,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  wish  I  oonld  send  you  peace  I 


1$W.    TO  THB  BBT.  WILLIAM  MA80F. 

Arlington  Strtet^  Aug.  28,  ai  nighL 

You  may  think  what  yon  please,  but  I  am  grieved  to  say  that 
even  more  than  the  empire  of  ttie  seas  is  at  stake  I  At  present  the 
combined  fleets  are  gone  or  blown  from  Plymouth,  and  the  beUs  at 
Bichmond  rang  last  night  as  if  they  were  gone  to  the  bottom.  The 
only  oonclusion  to  be  drawn  at  this  moment  is,  that  they  will  fig^t  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  before  their  embarkation  takes  place.  By  what  I  see, 
much  is  to  be  apprdiended  from  so  little  being  apprdiended ;  you 
would  scarce  believe  half  I  could  teQ  you.'  I  did  indeed  this  morning, 
as  I  came  to  town,  meet  thirty-six  carriages  with  ammunition  going 
to  the  west,  not  post^  and  yesterday  they  worked  all  day  at  the 
Tower,  iliough  Sunday.  Is  it  pleasant  to  biow  that  the  &te  of  one's 
country  may  be  decided  in  few  weeks  ?  My  opinion  is,  that  the 
enemies  will  strike  in  every  place  they  can.  lliey  threaten  Minorca, 
and  the  French  minister  at  Rorenco  sent  an  order  to  the  great  Duke 
by  his  valet  da  chambre  not  to  admit  English  vessels  into  Leghorn, 
and  it  is  supposed  a  like  message  has  been  delivered  at  Naples^ 
though  perh^M  in  a  more  decent  manncE. 

You  will  see  in  the  papers  Iiord  Sandwiah's  iucredulity  of  Sir 
Jacob  Wheate's  aceount  of  the  cgmhinied  fleets.  When  he  gave  the 
same  relatton  to  N^tnne  himael^  and  hi^pened  to  say,  they  were 
superior  to  ours,  the  qmk  answer  wasi  **  Oh,  yes,  I  suppose  they 
have  four  or  five  ships  manJ* 

I  have  not  tone  nor  ^iipositkML  to  write  more ;  even  now  I  have 
written  affectedly,  for  I  have  sappressel  the  various  kinds  of 
indignation  I  feel,  and  I  cannot  write  lon^  to  you  unnatorally,  yet  it  is 
bebw  a  man  to  raal,  when  England  tetters  to  its  foundationa. 
Disgraced  it  is  finr  ever  I  In  what  piteous  condition  it  may  emerge 
I  know  nofr--if  it  does  emerge ;  if  it  does  not,  happy  they  who  do 
not  live  to  see  its  utter  destruction. 

Yours  to  tiie  last, 

H.  Walpolx. 

'  There  U  lome  obecurity  here  which  I  cannot  clear  ap.— CviivucauAM. 
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IMO.    TO  SIB  HOBAOB  MANN. 

Strawberry  HiU,  8qH.  5, 1779. 

If  I  tell  you  nofhing  but  truthi  my  letter  will  be  wondroudy 
short  Sinee  my  last,  there  have  be^  no  events  but  what,  in 
modem  phrase,  are  called  movemm^.  The  combined  fleets  appeared 
before  Plymouth,  and  disappeared.  Sir  Oharles  Hardy  was  driven 
westward.  The  'Ardent,'  mistating  enemies  for  friends,  foil  among 
them ;  but  Oaptain  Boteler  was  thrown  so  little  off  his  guard,  that  it 
took  four  ships  to  master  hun,  and  his  own  sank  as  soon  as  he  and 
his  men  were  received  <m  board  the  viotor8\  Monsieur  lyOrvilliera^ 
admiring  his  gallantry,  applauded  it.  He  modestly  replied,  "  You 
will  find  every  captain  in  our  fleet  behave  in  the  same  manner.'' 
Un  tel  dSporiemmU  dtmne  ApoMer.  At  last  we  heard  of  Sir  Charles 
Hardy  off  Plymouth,  and  yesterday  at  Portsmouth.  Where  the 
combined  are,  I  know  not  precisely;  but,  that  such  extended  lines 
should  not  have  caught  the  eye  of  each  other,  is  very  surprising  to 
us  inexpert  in  winds  and  tides.  On  those  I  never  allow  myself  to 
conjecture  or  reason ;  and  thus  I  have  told  you  all  the  little  I  know, 
disrobed  of  the  reports  and  lies  of  each  new  day.  Opinions,  were  I 
informed  enough  to  frame  them,  would  be  stale  ere  they  could  reach 
you.  I  write  rather  to  extract  the  small  truth  there  is  in  news- 
papers and  interested  relations,  than  to  swell  your  imagination.  My 
letter  must  pass  through  so  many  inquisitions,  that  it  is  neoessaiy  it 
should  be  able  to  stand  the  test 

There  is  not  a  word  of  private  news.  All  the  world  are  politicians, 
or  soldiers ;  or,  rather,  botL  I  hope  they  will  improve  more  in  the 
latter  profession  than  they  h|tve  done  in  the  former.  Even  this 
little  quiet  village  is  grown  a  camp.  Servants  are  learning  to  fire 
all  day  long,  and,  I  suppose,  soon  will  demand  their  wages  hpiatokt 
i  la  main.  I  could  draw  other  reflections ;  but  a  man  who  in  a 
month  will  enter  on  his  grand  climacteric,  and  should  busy  himself 
with  visions  of  what  may  happen  when  he  is  in  his  grave,  would 
resemble  Hogarth's  debtor,  who,  in  prison,  is  writing  a  scheme  for 
payingthe  debts  of  the  nation. 

I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that,  the  moment  I  received  your  letter  to 
your  nephew,  I  sent  it  to  his  house  in  town, — ^where  he  was  not ; 
and  the  servant  believed  he  was  to  set  out  the  next  morning,  but 
would  send  it  to  him.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  since  whether 
he  is  gone  or  not ;  for  your  sake  I  own  I  wish  he  may  be. 


us  HORACE  WALPOLSB  hOTESSk  [fYTH 


1841.    TO  THE  COimTESS  OF  0880BT. 

Bnmbmr^  HiU,  8qaL  5, 1779. 

Your  Ladyship  and  I  seem  to  fhink  alike»  that  when  things  are 
▼ery  bad,  il  Wy  a  rim  a  dire.  For  my  part  I  haye  put  moat  of  my 
senses  and  intellects  under  an  interdict  There  is  little  use  of  them, 
when  one  can  neither  beliere  one's  ears  or  eyes,  nor  can  comprehend 
what  is  doing  or  not  doing,  nor  can  judge  on  anything  like  nineteen 
in  twenty  of  those  one  meets.  Now  and  then,  indeed,  I  do  meet 
with  a  person  or  two  who  is  so  candid  as  to  say,  **  Well,  I  own  I 
was  mistaken.''  So  ciyil  a  concession  stops  one's  mouth,  and  pre- 
vents one's  saying,  **  You  lie ;  I  know  why  you  chose  to  miirtake." 
/  Yes,  Madam,  I  have  been  sQent,  for  I  did  not  know  what  to  say, 

nor  am  a  jot  wiser  now.  Our  fleet  is  at  Portsmouth,  nor  do  I  form 
an  opinion :  I  have  seen  how  foul  it  is  to  pronounce  on  manorayres 
at  sea.  Who  this  time  twelyemonth  conceiyed  the  merits  of  Admiral 
Keppel  P 

I  scarce  guess  where  you  are,  and  direct  this  at  random,  to  Ampt> 
hill.  I  have  passed  a  miserable  summer,  and,  like  a  joist  of  an  old 
mansion,  am  mouldering  with  it.  The  gout  has  passed  great  part 
of  its  piikggiaiura  in  my  left  eye,  and  now  seems  settled  for  autumn 
in  my  hip,  but  incog,  under  the  name  of  rheumatism.  I  should  be 
ashamed  of  complaining  with  such  an  exemplar  of  fortitude  hard  by, 
as  my  poor  old  friend.  Lady  Blandford.  It  will  be  three  weeks  on 
Tuesday  since  she  was  seized  with  a  disorder  in  her  bowels.  At 
once,  according  to  all  her  doctrine  and  all  her  practice,  she  deter- 
mined to  die,  and  would  take  nothing  to  assist  nature,  but  told  me 
when  I  expostulated  with  her,  that  the  machine  was  worn  out,  and 
that  life  was  of  no  value  when  uncomfortable.  Ske  has  persisted 
perfectly  cool  and  in  her  senses,  b^ging  for  laudanum,  suffering 
dreadfully,  and  the  more,  as  you  may  imagine,  from  our  late  more 
than  West  Indian  heats.  She  was  alive  this  morning,  for  nature 
was  determined  to  prove  that  she  might  have  lived  if  she  had  pleased, 
though  eighty-four.  Consider,  too.  Madam,  that  it  is  not  the  fiishion 
to  wish  to  die,  as  it  was  with  the  Romans.  Miss  Stapylton,  who  is 
also  a  Virtue  personified,  has  tended  her  from  the  moment  she  heard 
of  her  illness,  and  has  literally  scarce  been  in  bed  since.  Miss 
Stapylton  has  30,000/.  and  Lady  Blandford  nothing.  I  wish  we 
had  some  of  these  exalted  characters  in  breeches!  These  two 
women  shine  like  the  last  sparkles  in  a  piece  of  burnt  paper,  which 
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ihe  cliildren  call  the  parson  and  olerk.  Alas  I  the  rest  of  our  old 
ladies  are  otherwise  employed ;  they  are  at  the  head  of  fleets  and 
armies.    Pray  teU  me  something  of  yourself  and  conoemSy  Madam. 


1842.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

Sept,  5, 1779. 

What  can  I  write  when  I  know  nothings  and  believe  little  that  I 
hear  ?    Winds  and  naval  manoBuvres  I  do  not  understand.    Every 
body  contradicts  every  body,  and  each  new  moment  the  last    Last 
wedc  the  enemies  were  between  our  coast  and  our  fleets  and  that  was 
bad.    Now  our  fleet  is  at  Portsmouth,  and  the  enemies  nobody 
know  where,  and  this  is  bad.    Sum  total — ^we  are  in  a  very  bad 
oondition,  where  nothing  mends  it   It  is  lucky  for  you  that  I  cannot 
erowd  my  thoughts  into  a  letter,  nor  can  choose  to  which  to  give  the 
preference.    It  is  almost  insupportable  to  see  England  fedlen  so  low 
— ^fiedlen  I    It  dashed  itself  down :  no  laws  of  gravitation  could  have 
ihrown  it  so  low  in  a  century.    It  would  strip  itself  of  men,  arms, 
wealth,  fleets,  to  conquer  what  it  possessed.   It  would  force  its  friends 
to  be  its  foes,  that  it  might  plunder  them,  and  prevent  their  con- 
tinuing to  enrich  it ;  and  then  when  a  neutral  power,  much  more 
inclined  to  peace  than  war,  would  have  extinguished  the  conflagration 
— ^bounce  I  you  may  be  our  enemy  too  if  you  please.    There  I 

There  is  room  for  meditation  even  to  madness  I  I  am  very  fer 
from  well  in  body  too.  All  the  summer  I  have  been  tormented  off 
and  on  with  the  gout  in  one  of  my  eyes,  which  is  now  quite  removed, 
but  in  the  garb  of  rheumatism  has  fedlen  on  my  hip,  and  confines  me 
to  my  house,  so  that  I  am  a  chaos  of  moral  reflections.  I  am  trying 
to  extract  an  elixir  of  resignation,  but  as  Cato  and  Brutus  themselves 
allow  one  not  to  be  perfectly  philosophic,  that  is  indifferent  to  the 
ruin  of  one's  country,  I  amin  a  very  Christian  mood  about  personal 
sufferings,  but  cannot  find  a  text  in  the  New  Testament  that  bids  me 
not  care  what  becomes  of  England  when  I  am  gone ;  unless  silence 
gives  consent    Adieul  Yours  most  cordially, 

H.  Walfolb. 

1848.    TO  THB  COUNTESS  OF  OSSORT. 

Skmobeny  HUl,  8q^  11, 1779. 

Thb  British  flag  is  indeed  strangely  lowered,  Madam.      I  used  to 
say  the  English  flag ;  but  since  disgrace  is  our  lot^  I  am  very  willing 


y 
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that  the  Sootcliy  who  hare  ooooeioiied,  should  partake  of  it  Tht 
aoooxmts  from  the  West  Indies  are  mneh  mere  eredikaUey  and  the 
loss  of  the  enemy  mndi  the  more  ooosiderable — at  leasts  tte  Ghizelte 
is  to  say  so  to-nighi  For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  at  all  sorry  of  Sir 
Charles  Hardy's  inaction^  not  loving  a  m-taut. 

Ton  may  imagine  how  much  my  feelings  sjrmpitthiBe  with  your 
Ladyship's.    Jersey  rankles  the  most  of  alL 

This  is  all  I  can  write  at  present,  having  no  we  bat  of  my  ri^^t 
arm.  The  other  is  all  gout,  but  I  flatter  myself  it  will  not  be  a  Ioii| 
fity  though  my  nights  have  been  very  painfiiL  Your  kind  invitatioa 
to  Ampthill,  Ma^un,  adds  to  my  woes.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  evsr 
be  able  to  go  any  whither  on  pleasure  moie.  I  never  now  have  a 
week  of  perfect  healili  together,  nor  have  strength  to  reeover  m,  tki 
intervals.  There  is  nothing  shooking  in  decay,  when  one  bas  o«^ 
Kved  thegl<»ry  and  prosperity  of  one's  eomitry. 


ISM.    TO  THl  HOir.  H.  &  COVWAT. 

Sti^ambtirry  HiO,  Sept  19, 1779. 

I  AM  writing  to  you  at  random ;  not  knowing  whether  or  when 
this  letter  will  go :  but  your  brother  told  me  last  night  that  an 
officer,  whose  name  I  have  forgot,  was  arrived  from  Jersey,  and 
would  return  to  you  soon.  I  am  sensible  how  very  seldom  I  have 
written  to  you — ^but  you  have  been  few  moments  out  of  my  thoughts. 
What  thep  have  been,  you  who  know  me  so  minutely  may  well 
guess,  and  why  iiiey  do  not  pass  my  lips.  Sense,  experience, 
eiroumstances,  can  teach  one  to  command  one's  self  outwardly,  but 
do  not  divest  a  most  friendly  heart  of  its  {eeling&  I  believe  the 
state  of  my  mind  has  contributed  to  bring  on  a  very  weak  and 
decaying  body  my  present  disorders.  I  have  not  been  well  the 
whole  summer;  but  for  these  three  weeks  much  otherwise.  It 
has  at  last  ended  in  the  gout,  which  to  all  appearance  will  be  a 
short  fit. 

On  public  affairs  I  cannot  speak.  Everjrthing  is  so  exaggerated 
on  all  sides,  that  what  grains  of  truth  remain  in  the  sieve  would 
appear  cold  and  insipid ;  and  the  great  manoeuvres  you  learn  as  soon 
as  I.  In  the  naval  battle  between  Byron  and  D'Estaing,  our 
captains  were  worthy  of  any  age  in  our  story. 

You  may  imagine  how  happy  I  am  at  Mrs.  Darner's  return,  and 
at  her  not  being  at  Naples,  as  she  was  likely  to  have  been,  at  the 
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dreadful  ezploaion  of  Yesayius.'  Surely  it  will  hare  glutted  Sir 
William's  rage  for  Tolcanos  I  How  poor  Lady  Hamilton's  nerves 
stood  it  I  do  not  conceive.  Oh^  maiJdndl  mankind  I  Are  there 
not  calamities  enough  in  store  for  us,  but  must  destmotion  be  our 
amusement  and  pursuit  f 

I  send  UnB  to  Ditton,  where  it  may  wait  some  days ;  but  I  would 
not  suffer  a  sore  opportunity  to  slip  without  a  line.  Ton  are  more 
obliged  to  me  for  lUl  I  do  not  say,  than  for  whatever  eloquence  itself 
oouldpen. 

F.S.  I  unseal  my  letter  to  add,  that  undoubtedly  you  will  come 
to  the  meetmg  of  Parliament,  which  will  be  in  October.  Nothing 
can  or  ever  did  make  me  advise  you  to  take  a  step  unworthy  of 
yoursel£  But  surely  you  have  higher  and  more  sacred  duties  than 
the  government  of  a  mole-hill  I 


1845.    TO  THB  BABL  OF  HABCOUBT.* 
Mt  DiAB  Loi]> :  JWtfeiy 

You  have  used  me  so  much  to  your  goodness,  that  I  catch  cold 
when  I  am  long  without  feeling  it.  I  have  not  had  the  honour  of 
fleeing  you  this  age,  and  cannot  yet  ^o  to  see  anythiog.  My  gout^ 
I  own,  lasts  long  enough  to  wear  out  anybody's  patience,  and  has 
reduced  me  to  solitude ;  nor  dare  I  complain,  but  to  the  veiy  Ch)od, 
for  who  else  would  mind  me  P  But  pray  do  not  think  that  is  my 
only  reason  for  petitioning  your  Lordship : 

Blest  be  the  gont,  for  thote  it  took  siraj, 

And  thoie  it  left  me* — if  yoa  are  one  of  them  I 

However,  do  not  be  frightened ;  I  trust  that  next  week  I  shall  be 
able  to  crawl  about  again ;  and  then  you  will  have  as  much  reason 
to  be  alarmed  with  my  gratitude;  for  I  have  already  received 
obligations — ay  I  and  presents  enough,  to  be  always 

Your  Lordship's 

Most  bounden  servant, 

HoB.  Walpolb. 

'  On  the  10th  of  Angnst ;  when  the  eraption  wu  so  gntA,  that  MTeral  Tillage 
were  destroyed :  a  hunting  seat  belonging  to  the  King  of  Kaplei^  called  Cacdia  BeUa^ 
shared  the  like  fate.— Wuqht. 

'  Now  first  published. — Cukkxkoham. 

*  Parody  on  Pope's  lines  about  Qay.—CvmsoaAM. 
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184e.    TO  THB  SABL  OF  HABCOUBT.^ 

Ekcuse  me,  my  dear  Lord,  from  not  writing  with  my  own  hand ; 
but  I  am  just  got  into  bed  with  a  little  return  of  pain. 

I  hate  to  avoid  any  opportmiity  of  being  good-natured,  but  wfaea 
your  Lordship  puts  the  question  to  me,  I  must  speak  trufli.  I  do 
know  Mr.  Hammond,  for  I  was  at  school  with  him.  I  know  that  he 
is  a  gentleman  and  has  children,  and  that  he  had  a  very  good  estate 
at  Teddington,  which  his  extravagance  obliged  him  to  sell  above 
twenty  years  ago.  He  has  existed  since  by  genteel  begging  of  all 
his  contemporaries  and  schoolfellows,  whom  he  wore  out,  and  he  is 
now,  I  suppose,  taking  a  new  lease  of  the  generosity  of  their  grand- 
children. Li  short,  my  dear  Lord,  I  can  say  no  good  of  him ;  and 
if  your  Lordship  will  be  so  noble  as  to  send  him  a  guinea  or  two, 
and  tell  him  it  is  upon  condition  that  he  never  troubles  you  any 
more,  it  will  be  beyond  what  he  has  any  reason  to  expect 

I  am  grieved  to  hear  your  Lordship  is  out  of  order,  and  do  hope 
you  will  not  stir  out  till  you  are  quite  recovered.  Tou  will  do  more 
service  to  any  part  of  your  country  that  deserves  it  by  taking  care  of 
yourself,  than  you  could  do  even  if  you  were  a  member  of  the 
Convocation,  by  sitting  amongst  them. 

Your  Lordship's 
Most  faithful  humble  servant, 

H.W. 


1847     TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAM  MASOK. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  Sept.  U,  1779. 

I  BBCErvED  the  print  of  Sir  Nicholas  [Carew]  last  night  by  the 
coach,  and  thank  you  kindly. 

I  have  not  written  very  lately  for  two  reasons.  When  disgrace 
arrives  from  every  quarter,  from  east,  west^  south,  what  is  to  be 
said  ?  secondly,  I  have  been  very  ill,  and  have  now  only  the  use  of 
one  hand.  First  I  had  a  disorder  in  my  bowels,  then  an  inflam- 
mation on  my  hip  which  ended  in  the  gout  in  my  elbow,  knee,  and 
left  hand.  The  two  first  went  off  so  very  qui<^  that  I  flattered 
myself  the  whole  would ;  now  I  am  hoping  I  diall  be  quit  for  one 

^  Kow  fini  publiihed^-OvvmoBAM. 
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hand  which  is  tolerably  bad  indeed.  In  one  word  and  without 
deluding  myseUT,  but  for  the  moment,  it  is  evident  that  my  consti- 
tution is  extremely  impaired,  and  presents  but  a  melancholy  prospect 
for  the  rest  of  my  life,  which  my  inareasing  weakness  will  not  pro- 
bably allow  to  be  long.  Idfey  which  I  liked  as  well  as  most  men, 
was  indeed  never  less  amiabh.  To  linger  on  in  illness  were  a  pitiful 
wish  to  form,  and  to  outliye  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  one's  country 
were  meaner  still  to  wish.  Wishing  in  &ct  decides  nothing,  and  it 
is  silly  to  say  any  thing  about  it ;  but  when  the  cast  of  one's  mind 
is  forced  on  those  refleotionsi  one  is  a  very  disagreeable  corre- 
spondent. 

That  igma/aiuus  of  a  brighter  period,  Lord  Temple,  ia  dead.  He 
was  thrown  out  of  a  chaise  on  a  heap  of  bricks,  fractured  his  skull, 
was  trepanned,  and  died. 

My  indisposition  will  prevent  my  visit  to  Nuneham  this  month, 
which  I  had  promised.  I  shall  take  care  howl  promise,  unless  what 
I  should  not  be  sorry  to  be  hindered  from  executing. 

It  is  ridicubus  in  gouty  sixty-two  to  make  engagements,  or  under- 
take a  journey,  when  at  least  one  ought  to  put  into  one's  chaise  a 
arutch,  an  hour-glass,  and  a  death's  head.  My  heart  to  the  last 
will  hover  about  Nuneham,  as  one  of  the  few  spots  it  still  dearly 
loves,  for  its  own  beauties  and  its  excellent  possessors.  I  can  frame 
visions  of  how  happy,  how  delighted  I  should  have  been,  had  they 
enjoyed  it  some  years  ago,  when  you,  more  Orpheus  than  Orpheus 
himself,  would  have  made  the  groves  dance  after  your  lyre  and 
pencil,  and  rendered  it  what  we  &ncy  Penshurst  was,  but  was  not, 
and  would  have  found  a  Sacharissa  congenial  to  her  Waller.  I 
should  have  been  proud  to  have  been  Pursuivant  to  the  house  of 
Haroourt,  and — ^but  adieu  visions !  I  must  form  no  more,  and  what  is 
the  theatre  on  which  any  man  could  form  them  now  I  Oh,  what  a 
weight  of  lead  is  the  ruin  of  one's  country.* 


'  fO  TBI  BOV.  BOKAOB  WALPOLI. 

Dbab  Sim,  Tork,  Sept&mher  18, 1779. 

I  AM  Terj  Borry  to  find  that  your  old  enemj  the  goat  his  attacked  yoa  so  earlj  in 
the  year :  the  winter  was  nsnaUy  the  time  for  his  campaigns.  I  wish  he  may  behare 
like  the  French,  and  ran  away  from  yon  after  he  has  jost  threatened  what  he  is  able 
to  do  with  yon.  Am  not  I  a  trae  prophet  with  respect  to  these  said  French  1  did  not 
I  say  they  wovld  prore  onr  snperiors  in  folly,  and  have  they  not  done  so  1  bat  they 
hMift  disgraced  as,  and  robbed  as  of  oar  naval  bonoar;  that  is  a  matter  we  are  too 
wise  to  regard. 

As  to  myself,  though  tolerably  well  in  health,  I  have  not  spirits  enoagh  in  this  doU 
place  to  do  anything  to  the  Tarioos  unfinished  things  which  I  ought  to  finish,  and 
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1818.    TO  SIR  HORACB  MAITK. 

SepL  IC,  1779. 

I  HAVB  received  your  letter  by  Colonel  Floyd,  and  shall  be  m^ 
priaed  indeed  if  CflBsar  does  not  find  his  own  pvxple  a  little  mmided, 
as  well  as  his  brotha*'s  mantle.  Bat  how  astoniahed  waa  I  at  findiif 
that  you  did  not  mention  the  dreadfol  eruption  of  Y esaTiiia.  Sordy 
you  had  not  heard  of  it !  What  are  kings  and  their  fopgaia  to  that 
wrath  of  Nature  I  How  Sesostris,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  natioDi^ 
would  have  fallen  prostrate  to  earth  before  a  colunm  of  Uasmg 
embers  eleven  thousand  feet  high  I  I  am  impatient  to  hear  more, 
as  yon  are  of  the  little  oonfliot  of  ns  pigmies.  Three  days  after  my 
last  set  out,  we  received  accounts  of  D'Estaing's  suooeas  against 
Byron  and  Barrington,  and  of  the  capture  of  Ghrenada.  I  do  not 
love  to  send  first  reports,  which  are  rarely  anthentio.  The  aubea- 
quent  narrative  of  the  engagement  is  more  favourable.  It  allows 
flie  victory  to  the  enemy,  but  makes  their  loss  of  men  mueh  the 

therefore  I  hsTe  tdten  ap  jour  tnde  ef  beek-mildiif  ,  and  hxn  laierieavtd  ow  ill 
church  Anthem-book,  in  order  to  write  litUe  aneedotee  about  the  compoeen  out  of  the 
apu9  magnum  of  your  friend  Sir  John  Hawkina.  Don't  abuse  me,  joa  haTe  tak«n 
painting  aneedotee  to  yourself;  pray  let  me  deal  in  musical  ones.  I>r.  Johneoo,  you 
know,  has  all  poetical  once  in  foe  simple ;  therefore  I  have  nothing  left  me  ef  the 
liberal  arts  but  music,  and  that  I  will  make  the  most  ai,  and  as  Lord  Orrery  aaid  thai 
you  could  throw  spirit  into  a  Catalogue,  I  shall  aim  at  as  arduous  a  thing,  and 
endeaTour  to  throw  s|Mi  into  an  Anthem-book. 

I  forget  whether  I  told  yon  in  my  last  that  this  ancient  city  ia  at  present  honourid 
with  the  company  of  Anti-Sejanus.^  By  pushing  the  pu  divimim  of  tithee  a  little 
too  for  with  his  parishioners  at  Simonbume,  they  have  made  the  place  too  hoi  to 
hold  him,  and  therefore  he  has  flung  himself  into  York,  in  imitation  of  the  BojwX 
Martyr.  Who  knows  but  there  may  be  a  time  when  his  patron,  or  even  his  patron's 
patron,  may  follow  his  example  1  However,  let  them  come  as  soon  as  they  pleaae, 
I  can  tell  them  they  must  expect  no  fovour  from  Anti-S^anns.  He  will  aim  eveij 
toffee-house  in  the  City  against  them,  for  he  already  abuses  them  like  fury.  This^ 
however,  I  have  only  from  hearsay,  for  I  have  the  prudence  to  keep  out  of  his  way, 
lest  I  also  should  be  abused,  because  I  was  once  a  Courtier  and  a  King's  chaplain. 

I  hope  in  your  next  to  hear  a  better  account  of  your  health,  wUch  I  am  more 
earnest  to  hear  than  of  a  better  account  of  my  country,  because  the  former  is  withii 
the  linee  of  possibility,  and  the  other  not    Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  and  beUeve  me  to 
be  ever 

Most  tralj  yousb 
W.  lUeov. 

>  (See  vol  iv.  p.  401).  The  Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  the  Anti-Sejanus  of  pamphlets  and  the 
'  Public  Advertiser.'  He  wrote  in  fovour  of  Lord  Sandwich,  from  whom  he  is  said 
to  have  obtained  at  least  one  good  living  in  the  church.  See  '  Gray  and  Nicholl's 
Correspondenoe,*  p.  185,  and  Walpole's '  Memoirs  of  Qeoige  the  Third,'  vol  it  p.  969. 
— CummranAM. 
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BOfe  ooDsiderable.  Of  ships  we  lost  but  one»  taken  after  Ihe  fig^ 
as  going  into  port  to  refit  Sir  GSbarles  Hardy  and  D'OiriUierB 
have  not  met ;  the  ktter  is  at  Brest,  the  former  at  Portsmouth.  I 
never  penetrated  an  inoh  into  what  is  to  be ;  and  into  some  distant 
partB  aS  onr  history,  I  mean  the  Eastern,  I  have  never  liked  to  look. 
I  bdieve  it  an  infimuHis  scene ;  you  know  I  have  always  thought  it 
80 ;  and  the  Marattas  are  a  nation  of  banditti  very  proper  to  soouige 
the  heroes  of  Europe,  who  go  so  fisur  to  plunder  and  put  themselves 
into  their  way.  Nature  gave  to  mankind  a  beautiful  world,  and 
larger  than  it  oould  occupy,— ^or,  as  to  the  eruption  of  Gbths  and 
Yandals  occasioned  by  excess  of  population,  I  very  much  doubt  it ; 
and  mankind  prefers  deforming  the  ready  Paradise,  to  improving 
and  enjoying  ii  Ambition  and  mischief,  which  one  should  not  think 
were  natural  appetites,  seem  almost  as  much  so  as  the  impulse  to 
propagation;  and  those  pious  rogues,  the  clergy,  preach  against 
what  Nature  forces  us  to  practise  (or  she  could  not  carry  on  her 
system),  and  not  twice  in  a  century  say  a  syllable  against  the  Lust 
^f  Destruction  I  Oh !  one  is  lost  in  moralising,  as  one  is  in  astro- 
nomy I  In  the  ordinance  and  preservation  of  the  great  universal 
eystem  one  sees  the  Divine  Artificer,  but  our  inbelleets  are  too 
bounded  to  compreliend  anything  more. 

Lord  Temple  is  dead  by  an  accident  I  never  had  any  esteem  for 
Ids  abilities  or  character.  He  had  grown  up  in  the  bask  of  Lord 
Chatham's  glory,  and  had  the  folly  to  mistake  half  the  rays  for  his 
own.  The  world  was  not  suoh  a  dupe ;  and  his  last  years  discovered 
n  selfish  restlessness,  and  discovered  to  him,  too,  that  no  mortal 
legaided  him  but  himsel£ 

The  Luoans  are  in  my  neighbourhood,  and  talk  wiA  mmdi 
affection  of  you.    Adieu  I 


S40.    TO  THE  OOUimSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Strawberry  Hitt,  Sepi,  24,  <U  nigkL 

1  CAN  leam  no  more  of  Lord  Macartney,  Madam,  than  your  Lady- 
ship sees  in  the  papers,  that  he  is  near  Boohelle.  I  have  written  to 
Madame  du  DefiEemd  to  beg  die  will  do  him  anysenrioe  in  her 
power,  though  he  must  have  more  powerful  mediators ;  but  some* 
times  by  accident  a  straw  may  be  more  useful  than  a  white  wand. 

There  was  a  Gazette  this  morning  that  will  frighten  the  combined 
fleets  out  of  their  senses.    We  have  destroyed  a  whole  navy  of 
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walntit-Bhells  at  a  place  as  well  known  as  Pharaalia,  called  Penobsooi 
If  Ghreat  Britain  was  taken^andwe  reconquered  an  ait  in  the  Thamefl^ 
I  belieye  the  Gbzette  would  think  the  latter  only  worth  mentioning; 
but  all  we  do  and  do  not,  is  too  silly  and  contemptible  to  dwell  on! 

Poor  Lady  linooln  has  a  new  misfortune,  and  has  lost  her  son. 
Lord  Thomas,  the  successor,  is  in  America,  and  has  more  ohances 
than  one  against  returning. 

I  was  in  town  yesterday  for  the  first  time  of  my  going  out  these 
weeks,  as  my  left  hand  is  still  muffled.  I  went  to  give  some  orden 
about  my  new  house,  with  which  I  am  much  pleased,  now  it  is 
painted  and  papered,  though  in  the  plainest  manner  possible.  Yon 
are  so  good.  Madam,  as  to  mention  the  air  of  Southampton  to  me. 
I  believe  the  sea  air  would  do  me  good  if  anything  would ;  but  at 
present  I  am  too  low  and  too  weak  to  determine  on  anything,  or  to 
bear  anyfiiing  but  perfect  quiet  You  would  not  Imow  me,  for 
instead  of  being  perpetually  occupied  about  some  trifle  or  other,  I  lis 
and  dose  half  the  day  on  the  couch,  and  at  night  count  the  day  gcme 
with  safasfftotfawL 

It  is  yery  foolkh  or  very  vain,  probably  both,  to  fill  half  a  leth>r 
with  one's  self  at  such  a  moment ;  but  is  the  public  a  better  theme  f 
Where  can  one  descry  a  prospect  that  pronuses  a  gleam  of  hopeP 
Flying  firom  D'OiriUiers,  beaten  by  D'Estaing,  and  comforted  by 
gathering  a  wreath  of  sea-weeds  at  Penobscot  I  How  low  is  a  nation 
sunk,  when  its  understanding  may  be  so  insulted !  Whenever  the 
King  of  Prussia  was  beaten,  he  said  he  was  beaten ;  he  never  sang 
Te  Deum  iot  putting  to  flight  a  handful  of  Hussars. 

Adieu  I  Madam,  I  am  sick  of  the  times,  and  sick  of  myself  and 
so  I  doubt  are  you  too. 


1850.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

Strawberry  HiU,B$pL7St  1779. 

Though  I  am  vexed  at  your  lying  Mlow,  I  know  not  how  to 
reprove  it.  With  what  spirit  could  an  African  Homer  have  finished 
an  Hannibaliad  when  delenda  eaad  Carthago  f  Horace  and  Virgil 
could  prank  away,  because  they  shared  in  the  spoils  of  their  country, 
yet  you  might  imitate  a  worthier  Roman,  and  instead  of 

inning  your  hsrp  into  a  hsrptiohoTd, 

you  might,  like  Tully,  write  de  Jtnibus  banarum  et  tnahrum,  if  the 
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latter  ahonld  meet  their  deseria ;  one  would  think  it  likely,  when 
Anti-Sejanns  begins  to  demolish  the  statoes  of  Sejanns. 

I  am  sorry  Paul  Jones  has  exchanged  the  FHihB  for  the  coasts  of 
Yorkshire  for  both  reasons. 

America  is  again  to  be  conqnered ;  ffir  George  Collier  haying, 
like  the  man-monntain  GhilliYery  destroyed  the  whole  naval  force  of 
the  colonies  at  Penobscot,  which  being  a  famous  port  of  which  I 
had  never  heard,  I  suppose  is  the  Plymouth  of  Blefbscu.  There  is 
a  post,  however,  lost  of  great  consequence,  but  if  the  Ghusette  does 
not  own  its  importance,  nobody  will  mind  it. 

When  do  you  look  southward  P  I  am  removing  into  my  new  house, 
and  am  much  pleased  with  it ;  of  myself  I  can  only  say,  that  for 
these  two  days  I  have  mended.  I  am  taking  the  baurk,  and  think 
it  is  of  service ;  but  I  have  more  ground  to  recover  than  is  likely  at 
sixty-two,  and  with  so  weak  and  ahattered  a  frame,  though  the 
foundation  is  so  strangely  strong. 

They  are  still  writing  eloge%  and  verses  dnYoltaare  at  Paris,  which 
would  not  be  worth  telling  you,  but  as  it  has  occasioned  an  admiraUa 
b<m-^noi  of  Madame  du  De&nd :  she  said  that  Voltaire  mMnoU  h 
Bort  dea  marteb,  (PHre  ofth  leur  mofi  la  pMure  des  vers.  There  it 
no  adding  anything  to  this,  but  that  I  wish  you  were  hero. 


1651.    TO  THB  SABL  OF  HABCOUBT.V 


Oct  1779. 


MoBTiFicATioNS  ucver  come  single.  Pain  not  only  makes  its 
prerogative  felt,  but  deprives  one  of  collateral  satis&ctions  that 
might  compensate.  It  annuls  pronuses,  and,  like  other  imperial 
tyrants,  roots  out  both  wishes  and  virtues.  I  had  set  the  remains  of 
my  heart  on  passing  part  of  September  at  Nuneham,  my  dear  Lord ; 
but,  after  a  very  uncomfortable  summer,  in  which  I  had  scarce  a 
day  of  health,  I  was  confined  to  my  couch  the  whole  month  with 
the  gout,  and  have  now  the  use  but  of  one  hand.  Constitutional 
evils  one  learns  to  bear,  but  when  the  eomtitution  is  imdermined^ 
the  breach  lets  in  any  enemy.  In  one  word,  my  nerves  are  so 
shattered,  that  at  last  my  spirits  aro  afiected,  and  I  am  less  fit  to 
wait  on  your  Lordship  and  Lady  Harcourt,  from  the  feebleness  of 
my  mind,  than  of  my  poor  person.    I  have  not  slept  one  night  out 

I  Kow  fint  pnblSahed.'CvmiiiiSBAii. 
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of  my  own  homes  sinoe  I  had  the  honour  of  aeeing  yon,  not  even  at 
Park-plaoe,  wfaidi  I  had  settled  for  my  fiist  stage  to  Nuaehsm. 
I  ean  oom&irt  myself  only  by  your  Loid^p's  and  Lady  Haroonifs 
oyerflowing  goodness  to  my  nieces ;  and  as  they  are  of  an  age  to 
taste  die  fidness  of  joy,  fliey  will  be  better  company  than  one  who, 
eren  in  so  fiayoorite  an  El}nnnmy  could  not  stifle  many  melancholy 
refleetions ;  for  indignation  itself  must  sour  into  despondence,  whoi 
it  sees  no  prospect  of  any  kind  of  redress.  Shame  and  disgrace 
oorreot  neither  flie  million  nor  the  master,  and  both  seem  to  hope 
from  defeat,  what  success  alone  used  to  delude  fools  into  bestowing 
on  knaves ;  but  then,  indeed,  the  latter  had  parts.  Now  they  put 
me  in  mind  of  what  Qharles  II.  said  of  a  sQly  preacher  that  was 
mudi  admired  in  his  parish ;  ^  I  suppose,''  said  his  Majesty,  "  that 
Ids  nonsense  suits  their  nooeense.'' ' 

My  sda  hope  at  present  is  peaee.  Victory  would  riyet  our 
chains ;  and  next  to  &e  insolence  of  Tories,  I  abhor  the  inflalenoe  of 
the  Frendi.  A  peace  wooM  be  so  bad  an  one,  that  at  least  it  would 
complete  the  ignominy  of  the  last  fiye  years,  and  yet  leave  us  some 
fbuiuLation  to  rsocnunanee  our  career,  should  (he  nation  oyer  awake 
from  its  lethargy*  In  shorty  my  dear  Lord,  decaying  as  I  am,  and 
bastardised  as  my  countiy  is^  I  cannot  part  with  the  dariing  visions 
of  the  liberty  and  glory  of  England.  Is  not  it  too  grievous,  too,  to 
feel  ourselves  in  as  bad  a  plight  as  before  the  Union  P  Then 
Scotland  and  France  were  allies  and  harassed  us ;  now  they  are  foes, 
and  yet  we  are  in  still  greater  peril  I  PaulJones,tobe8ure,ha8been 
agreeable ;  and  were  Oxford  not  so  near  Nuneham,  I  should  not 
haye  sighed  if  he  could  have  sailed  up  the  Isis,  and  committed 
sacrilege  on  some  college  plate,  though  good  Dr.  Johnson  holds 
sacrilege  Ihe  sin  against  the  Hdy  Ghosts  wh0|  I  Bmsppoae  he  thioks^ 
has  a  peculiar  fondness  for  silver  beans  and  ewers.  So,  I  daresay, 
does  Bishop  Butler,  and  of  all  stariing  utensils,  thinks  the  consecrated 
jrfate  of  Lfimbeth  the  holiest  of  hdies.  Did  you  hear,  my  Lord, 
that  that  renegade  priest  wrote  to  Sir  Edward,  that  if  there  were 
any  toleration  allowable  to  opponents,  your  Lordshq>  would  deserve 
to  be  saved  from  the  flames  (he  hiqpes  to  see)  in  Sm^hfield  I 

If  my  cousin,  Miss  Fauquier,  is  with  you,  ten  thousand  compli^ 
ments  to  her.  Tell  her  that  the  most  pious  of  Princes,  who  in  the 
tumult  of  civil  afiBurs  never  neglects  religion,  has  lately  taken  on 

>  Toldb7Bi:Ai«iinhU'OwnTimM,'L  440.  Sd.  1828.  Walpole  wai  fond  of  tkt 
illtttiratioiL  See  toL  It.  p.  8,  and  letter  to  Oaorj,  18  Oct  1783,  aIm  '  WalpolUiuw' 
L  S8.— GvMnM«HA». 
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kim  iktb  ^kfeaatJdon  of  Cktkedral  fees  at  Windsor,  and  6iMieftYOU£€4 
to  put  iihen  on  a  now  footing;  but  ad  hornets  love  honey,  thongl^ 
tti^  do  not  make  ii^  one  of  the  Oanons  withstands  the  Head  of  tha 
Chninhy  and.  dsfrnda  the  ptOfe/ttf  id  Faith  against  its  defender. 

Adieu,  my  bert  Lord ;  exoase  and  pity  me.  You  will  be  charmed^ 
I  flatter  myself  with  poor  Horatiay  who  is  not  at  all  well,  bnt  has 
behATed  with  a  gentieaeafl^  sweetness^  modesty,  that  are  lovely. 
She  has  had  no  ranantie  oondnoti  ooncealed  all  she  could,  and 
diaoovered  nothing  abo  &lt  bnt  by  her  looks.  She  is  now  more 
pleasing,  though  she  looks  ill,  by  her  silent  softness;  than  before  by 
her  yonthfol  vivacity.  Maria,  ahnoat  as  much  wounded  and  to  be 
pitied,  carries  off  another  kind  of  misfortmie  with  a  noble  qnrit 
I  will  say  no  more^  bnt  that  Mr.  F.  has  had  the  confidence  to  make 
me  a  visit  with  his  fiiiher*in*law.  Luckily,  the  Duke  arrived  the 
moment  after.  F.  said,  ''Do  not  let  us  keep  you."  ''ITo,  Sir,'' 
Mid  I»  ''that  yo«  cannot  do,"  and  left  th^m.  Your  Lordship  is  such 
a  lather  to  these  poor  giils,  thai  I  am  sure  you  will  fozgivo  my 
troubling  you  with  my  anTJeties  about  them. 

I  ought  to  make  an  apology  for  my  whole  letter,  but»  alas  I  tny 
Lord,  there  are  few  to  whom  men  of  our  sentiments  can  talk  freely, 
and  then  it  is  no  wonder  that  one's  heart  overflows  through  one's 
]pen.    Mine,  you  know,  is  devoted  to  your  Lordship. 


ISfS.    90  SIR  fiORAOB  MANF. 
^  JSfiramibeny  BtU,  OoL  11, 1770. 

It  is  veiy  di^Scult  to  write  at  such  a  time  as  this,  when  there  have 
been  no  events,  are  no  good  ]^t>speots,  and  when  we  have  not 
abundance  of  friends  in  the  post-o£Bces  abroad,  through  which  one's 
letters  are  to  pass.  You  must  remember  this  position^  and  curb 
your  impatience  when  you  do  not  hear  from  me  often. 

Nothmg  has  happened  sLuoe  my  last^  though  near  a  mcmth  i|gO| 
but  the  surprisal  of  Stony  Point  by  the  Amerioims,  where  they  made 
eight  handled  prisoners.  These  evnnts  seem  trifles  to  me^  who  look 
on  America  as  totally  lost,  and  do  not  take  account  of  the  modes  by 
which  we  part  with  the  rtnna. 

D'UrviDi^fs  is  certednly  laid  aside,  though  his  disgrace  is  palliated. 
The  combined  fleets  have  as  surely  lost  many  thousands  by  the 
small-pox.  We  are  bidden  at  this  very  time  to  expect  their  re- 
appearance.   The  year  is  so  far  advanced  that  we  must  know  soon 

TOL  TU.  s 
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wheflier  any  blow  will  be  attempted,  or  the  campaign  oolioliide.  Li 
my  own  opinion,  the  principal  effort  will  be  against  Lrelazid ;  but  I 
do  not  trast  my  guesses  a  jBxi  oat  of  my  sight,  and  keep  etill  doser 
goard  upon  my  ears,  for  almost  ererybod/s  mouth  seems  to  have  i 
design  on  one's  sisnses.  They  tdl  one  lies  as  solemnly  as  Swift 
related  his  voyages  to  Brobdingnag  and  LilUput 

Notions  there  are,  or  haye  been  lately,  that  flie  two  Empressei 
wish  to  mediate  a  peace.  I  do  believe  that  on  France  notifying  to 
flie  Emperor  that  die  should  send  some  troops  to  Flanders  to  impoie 
neutrality  on  the  Dutch,  he  replied,  a  la  bonne  heure;  but,  for  eveiy 
squadron,  he  would  despatdi  two.  It  cannot  be  the  interest  of  tho 
rest  of  Europe  that  the  Bourbons  should  be  sole  sovereigns  of  the 
ocean ;  nor  should  I  think  that,  so  excellent  a  milch-cow  as  Kngland 
has  been  to  Germany,  the  latter  would  like  to  see  the  pail 
demolished,  though  the  cow  has  kidded  it  down  bersel^  when  it  was 
outof  reach  of  everybody  dse.  But  adieu  retrospecti  it  is  as  idle 
as  prophecy,  flie  diaraeteristic  of  which  is,  never  to  be  believed 
where  alone  it  could  be  useful— t.  « .  in  its  own  country. 

I  complaioed  unjustly  of  your  silence  on  Vesuvius,  having  since 
received  the  view  of  its  terrors  in  the  compass  of  a  card,  excellently 
done.    I  thank  you  much  for  it 

Of  late — ^indeed,  for  the  entire  summer — I  have  been  much  out  of 
order,  and  thought  my  constitution  breaking  fast ;  but  it  exerted  its 
internal  strength,  and,  when  I  was  lowest,  threw  out  the  gout  in 
several  joints.  In  short,  I  have  stamina  of  iron,  in  a  case,  as  I  used 
to  call  yours,  of  wet  brown  paper.  I  am  now  taking  the  bark,  and 
find  great  benefit  from  it :  nay,  I  am  removing  into  a  new  house  in 
London,  that  I  bought  last  winter,  as  if  I  believed  I  had  several 
years  to  come.  It  is  in  Beikeley  Square,  whither  for  the  future  you 
must  direct.  It  is  a  charming  situation,  and  a  better  house  than  I 
wanted — ^in  short,  I  would  not  diange  my  two  pretty  mansions  for 
any  in  England :  but  I  do  not  diut  my  eyes  on  the  transitory  tenure 
of  them ;  though,  if  mortals  did  not  coin  visions  for  theikisdves,  they 
would  sit  with  folded  arms,  and  take  no  thought  for  the  morrow  I 
I  hold  visions  to  be  wisdom ;  and  would  deny  them  only  to  ambition, 
whidi  exists  by  destruction  of  the  visions  of  everybody  dse.  like 
Vesuvius,  it  overwhelms  the  fair  face  of  the  world,  though  to  reign 
over  dnders,  and  only  lift  its  head  above  the  desolation  it  has 
occasioned,  and  cannot  enjoy. 
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BerkeUjf  Square,  OcL  U,  1779. 

1  HATB  been  desiiedy  and  nerer  acquiesced  with  more  pleasora 
both  for  the  sake  of  the  recommended  and  of  yours,  to  giye  a  recom- 
mendatory letter  to  you  for  Mr.  Windham,  a  gentleman  of  large 
fortune  in  Norfolk,  who  is  obliged  to  go  to  Italy  for  the  recoyery  of 
his  health,  which  I  most  earnestly  wish  he  may  retrieye  there.'  He 
18  young,  but  full  of  yirtues,  knowledge,  and  good  sense ;  and,  in  one 
word,  of  the  old  rock— of  which  so  &w  gems  are  left  in  this  wretched 
country  I  His  ill-health  has  preyented  my  being  much  acquainted 
with  him,  which  I  regret ;  but  I  well  know  his  worth,  and  respect 
him  exceedingly.  In  short,  this  is  not  a  common  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, but  one  that  I  shall  confirm  in  my  next  by  the  post.  I 
do  not  b^  attentions  for  him ;  those  you  haye  eyen  for  the  least 
deserving,  from  your  own  good-nature :  but  I  entreat  and  advise 
you  to  get  acquainted  with  Mr.  Windham  as  fast  as  you  can :  your 
friendship  will  soon  follow,  and  then  he  can  want  nothing  in  my 
power  to  ask, — ^unless  his  modesty  should  preyent  his  pressing  you 
for  letters  of  recommendation  to  other  parts  of  Italy,  and  therefore  I 
beg  them  for  him,  and,  indeed,  eyery  service  you  can  perfonn  for 
him.  My  unlimited  expressions  will  tell  you  how  confident  I  am 
that  your  goodness  will  not  be  misplaced,  as  it  has  often  been  on 
trayelling  boys,  and  their  more  unUdlLed  goyemors.  Mr.  Windham 
is  not  so  young  as  to  want  to  be  formed,  nor  so  old  as  to  be  insensible 
to  the  merit  of  others ;  and,  therefore,  I  trust  you  will  both  be 
mutually  pleased  with  each  other.  I  envy  him  a  little  the  satis- 
faction of  visiting  you ;  and,  as  he  is  a  genuine  EnglishmaTi,  should 
lament  his  being  forced  to  leaye  his  own  country,  if  I  thought  its 
honour  or  principles  retrievable ;  and  if  I  was  not  sure,  by  what  I 
feel  myself  that  his  health  would  be  but  more  prejudiced  by  his 
remaining  spectator  of  its  blindness  and  disgraces. 

1854.    TO  THB  COUNTBSS  OF  0S80BT. 

Berkdeif  Square,  my  inmiguratiim  dtm,  Oct  14, 1779. 

I  CAMS  to  town  this  morning  to  take  possession  of  Berkeley 
Square,  and  am  as  pleased  with  my  new  habitation  as  I  can  be  with 

I  The  Biglit  Hon<niiftbl6  WilliAin  Windham,  the  lUteinuui  and  friend  «f  Dr. 
Johaaon.    He  died  in  ISIO.— OnmnaHAV 


Ml  fiOKACK  WALFOUre  LEfnRS.  pm 

anything  at  present  Lady  Shelbume's  being  qneen  of  Qie  palaoe 
over  against  me,  has  improred  the  view  sinee  I  bought  the  hoiuei 
and  I  trust  will  make  your  Ladyship  not  so  shy  as  you  were  of 
Arlington  Street. 

I  stopped  at  the  turnpike,  and  sent  to  Ghrosvenor  Place,  but  no 
tidings  of  yon ;  however,  as  I  shall  stay  in  town  till  Saturday,  I  do  not 
despair,  having  left  a  note  for  you.  On  Saturday  I  must  retora, 
as  my  Royalties  leave  the  Pavilions  on  Sunday,  and  go  to  Black- 
heath. 

The  catastrophe  of  the  poor  old  lady  that  you  killed  witk  kind- 
ness, has  touched  me  exceedingly,  not  on  her  accounts  for  having 
been  contemporary  of  Lady  Gh)uran,  I  conclude  she  was  ancient ; 
and  then  is  not  it  charming  to  be  smothered  with  joy  P  but  I  fed 
tenderly  for  your  Ladyship,  who  must  have  suffered  for  your  most 
umocent  good  nature. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  authenticity  of  Lord  Macartney's  and 
D'Estaing's  letters,  but  believe  they  are  thought  genuine.  Madame 
du  Deffand  in  a  letter  I  received  yesterday,  tells  me  they  are  very 
angry  with  the  former  for  his  great  indiscretions  on  shipboard.  He 
is  at  Limoges,  where  the  Comte  de  Broglie  has  seen  and  commends 
him.  I  have  written  again  to-night  to  my  friend  in  his  fovour,  and 
have  told  her  that  Lord  Macartney  has  always  been  deiervectty  a  great 
favourite  of  the  ladies,  and  that  as  women  govern  in  France,  she 
must  interest  them  in  his  behalf.  I  hope  Lady  Macartney  will 
forgive  me  if  he  earns  his  release. 

It  is  firmly  believed  that  D'Estaing  is  gone  with  fourteen  shqw  of 
the  line  to  New  York,  where  Arbuthnot  has  but  seven.  This  will 
exceedingly  shorten  the  American  war.  The  combined  fleets,  now 
said  to  amount  to  seventy,  are  expected  forth  again.  France,  I  am 
persuaded,  is  impatient  to  shorten  the  whole  war.  I  have  heard  to- 
night at  an  Lish  house,  whereon  I  do  not  entirely  pin  my  foith,  that 
Lord  North  sayg  he  feara  the  Irish  more  than  the  I^glish  pariia- 
meni  At  the  same  place  I  was  told  that  an  American  negotiator  h 
here  offering  treaty,  on  condition  of  total  silence  on  the  word  inds^ 
fendenee,  and  thai  hia  e£br  had  been  rejected.  By  an  odd  collision 
of  oiipumstances,  I  did  discover  one  truth,  whatever  the  rest  were. 
The  Bishop  of  Derry  had  said  there  that  he  had  proposed  to  the 
Administration  to  take  off  flve  test  in  favour  of  the  Oatholics.  I  do 
know  that  he  has  said  that  it  was  to  be  taken  off;  wfaidi  I  do  not 
believa 

Now  I  am  sending  coals  to  Ireland,  I  most  add  an  ^oeUentstoi^ 


1779.]  TO  VHS  BBY.  MK.  HABOIT.  |tl 

I  was  told  at  the  uak$  plaoe.  That  LiUiputiani  Lady  Newliareiit 
arriTing  at  Tanbridge,  desired  Mn.  Yesey  to  explain  to  her  and 
instmot  her  in  the  customs  and  news  of  the  place.  A  man  arriyed 
ringing  a  bell — "  for  what  P  '*  said  my  lady ;  ''  Oh  I  "  replied  Mis. 
Yesey, ''  to  notify  yonr  arrivaL''  At  that  instant  the  man  bawled 
onty  **  At  one  o'clodk,  at  Kr.  FindhbedL's  great  roomi  will  be  shown 
the  surprising  tall  woman." 

I  hope  these  Hibernian  tales  will  satisfy  your  Ladyship  in  the 
room  of  the  Middlesex  eleotiont  of  which  I  know  no  more  than  the 
man  in  the  moon. 

The  invitation  to  Farming^TYoods  will  not  want  the  codicil  of 
Fotheringay,  which  I  haye  seen,  and  Eirby, — ^I  forget  whose — if  ever 
I  recoTer  my  yonth  and  spirits,  or,  at  least,  the  latter,  which  is  not 
Tery  probable,  while  I  remember  the  happy  days  of  my  spring,  and 
the  glorious  days  of  my  atitumn  I  When  the  chill  of  winter  is 
aharpened  by  the  blasts  of  national  disgrace,  the  only  comfort  of  age 
is,  that  there  are  no  more  seasons  to  follow. 

Iknow  I  do  not  wish  for  one  more  summer,  if  I  am  to  pass  it  like 
the  last  I  Nor  can  I  see  on  what  to  build  for  espeoting  that  the 
next  will  be  more  comfortable. 


1865.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

BsrMdy  Sjuom,  Oek  81,  IT7S. 

Pebhaps  you  haye  been  expecting  that  the  combined  fleets  would 
lake  Ireland — porhaps  they  may,  though  not  so  easy,  when  a  natkm 
knows  how  to  assert  its  rights ;  bnt  in  the  mean  time  the  Lish  hare 
chosen  to  take  their  kingdom  into  their  own  hands.  They  have 
twenty-eight  thousand  men  in  arms,  a  committee  of  whom  attended 
the  address  to  the  Oastle.  I  dare  to  say  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  does 
not  approve  of  these  proceedings,  for  the  twenty-eight  thousand  are 
all  Protestants.  He  would,  I  suppose,  haye  liked  better  the  advice 
of  the  Honble  and  right  reverend  father  in  God,  Dr.  Frederia 
Hervey,  Bishop  of  Derry,  who  told  a  person  I  know  that  he  had 
proposed  to  the  Administration  in  England  to  take  off  the  test  from 
the  Roman  Catholics ;  and  though  it  was  rejected,  he  told  another 
person  that  it  was  to  be  taken  off. 

It  looks  as  if  the  naval  campaign  were  over,  but  I  do  not  know. 
The  re-settlement  of  the  Administration  on  the  old  bottom,  only  with 
acme  crossing  over  and  figuring  in,  which  you  see  in  all  the  papers, 
I  am  told  will  take  place. 


HOSACS  WALPOUre  LIRIISw  [}n%, 

Ton  peroanre  by  my  date  that  I  am  lemored  into  my  new  house. 
It  is  seeming  to  take  a  new  lease  of  life.  I  was  bom  in  Arlington 
Street^  lived  there  abont  fourteen  yean,  letomed  thither,  and  passed 
thirty-seren  more ;  bnt  I  haye  sober  monitors  that  warn  me  not  to 
delude  myself. 

My  four  nieces  are  at  Nuneham.  I  saw  Mrs.  Haroonrt  on 
Tuesday  at  Sion  Hilly  come  up  to  kiss  hands  for  General  Bmgoyne'i 
regiment ;  no  doubt  to  the  great  joy  of  Bishop  Butler.  What 
charming  children  the  little  Carmarthens  are  I 

I  shall  return  to  Strawberry  on  Monday  for  about  a  week,  and 
then  be  chiefly  in  London.  You  will  not  tell  me  your  own  intended 
motions,  and  therefore  I  shall  leave  you  to  your  own  vagaries. 

I  heard  t'other  day  of  the  '  World  as  it  OoeSy  a  poem  published 
last  spring,  but  which  I  had  never  seen.  It  is  by  that  infiEunoos 
Combe,  the  author  of  the  '  Diaboliad.'  It  has  many  easy  poede 
lines,  imitates  Churchill,  and  is  full  as  incoherent  and  abemrd  in  its 
plan  as  the  worst  of  the  latter^s.  I  do  not  wonder  that  it  made  no 
noise.  Adieu  I  I  send  no  compliments  to  your  Anthems,  for  I  am 
not  in  charity  with  them.' 

'  fO  tBl  B0«.  BOAAOI  WAU01& 

Dbir  Sir,  Forl^  Noo.  \%  1770. 

At  I  ooald  not  predsely  tell  jon  bow  I  wat  to  rognlate  my  motioxn  after  the  end 
of  my  Beaidenee  which  oondaded  yeaterday,  I  deferred  writing  tiU  the  preaent 
monUi,  when  I  hare  to  tell  yon  that  my  moUona  will  be  no  motiona  Ibr  three  montha 
to  come;  aa  the  Dean  and  Chapter  haTe  allowed  me  to  take  another  residence 
immediately,  by  which  meana  I  aare  the  expenae  and  trouble  of  remoring  my  (amily, 
and  lay  np  for  myielf  a  year  and  three  qnartera  of  liberty — a  great  anm  yon  will  any  of 
anch  a  commodity,  whidi  ia  at  leaat  eqniTalent  to  what  the  whole  nation  may  promiie 
itself  the  ei\joyment  ol  Howerer  Uiia  be,  I  shall  hope  that  whUe  I  remain  in 
dnrance  yon  wiU  relicTe  and  console  me  with  yonr  letters,  which  thoogh  I  do  not 
aspect  that  the  erents  which  they  relate  will  be  of  a  oomfSuiable  east^  yet  atUl  they 
will  be  my  rery  best  amnsement 

My  Lord  Carmarthen  caUed  upon  me  the  other  day  in  hia  retnm  from  the  Bast 
Biding  of  this  great  connty,  where  he  had  rerlewed  the  whole  coaat^  and  fonnd  it  so 
totally  defenceless,  that  he  had  giren  a  ball  at  Bereriey  on  the  oeeaaion ;  he  had 
withal  added  twenty  men  to  the  militia,  and  by  the  addition  of  two  capteins,  had 
metamorphoeed  a  paltiy  battalion  into  a  complete  regiment;— a  Teiy  great  military 
mancenTre,  and  which  1  doubt  not  wiU  be  attended  with  the  moat  salntaxy  conse- 
qnences  to  this  part  of  the  island,  especially  as  the  corps  with  whidi  they  are  to  be 
embodied  ia  at  Coxheath.  From  York  he  retired  to  KiTcton,  where,  if  he  pleases,  he 
Bi^  make  another  ball,  and  inTite  Lady  Conyera  to  \i,  who  I  don't  donbt  will  be 
pleased  with  such  a  fftte ;  for  yon  moat  know,  at  Lady  Holdemease*s  requent.  I  haTe 
lent  her  my  parsonage  to  reside  in,  while  Mr.  Byron  *  is  raising  recraiis  at  Sheffield 


*  Captain  Byron,  the  father  of  the  great  poet.  He  ran  away  with  Amelia  D*Arcy, 
Marchioness  of  Carmarthen  (Lady  Conyers  in  her  own  right),  and  afterwards  married 
her.  She  died  26  January,  1784,  and  by  Captain  Byron  waa  the  mother  of  tha 
Hononrable  Aognata  Leigh — the  poet's  sister.— -CuMMuiaaAa. 


1779.]  TO  THl  00UKTI8S  OF  OBSOBT.  2n 


186«.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

iSCrawfttfrrr  Sa,  OeL  27, 1779. 

I  AM  fortunate.  Madam,  that  you  haye  had  a  parenthesis  of 
Bedfordshire  neighbours  between  fiaed  air,  ekdridfy,  solar  micro- 
mxpeSf  and  erery  topic  in  and  out  of  creation;  and  my  barren 
narrow  oonyersation,  which  is  confined  to  few  ideas  and  less  know 
ledge  than  any  man's  who  has  liyed  so  long,  had  opportunities  of 
seeing  so  mudi,  and  yet  has  stored  but  up  a  heap  of  indigested 
trifles,  and  fathomed  no  earthly  thing  to  the  bottom,  nor  any 
heayenly  one  to  the  top — which,  in  truth,  I  belieye,  can  be  done  a 
very  little  way :  howeyer,  I  honour  natural  philosophers  in  eyery 
one  of  their  walks.  They  aim  at  enlightening  mankind ;  most  other 
professions  at  deceiying. 

I  haye  always  heard  that  Bowood  was  magnificent :  you  will  not 
wonder  that  accounts  of  noble  palaces  raise  a  sigh  in  my  breast,  not 
of  enyy,  but  remembrance ! — ^but,  alas  I  what  will  all  our  seats  be 
but  monuments  of  past  splendour  P  As  I  should  not  like  to  die  in 
an  unfinished  moment,  though  perhaps  preferable  to  the  catastrophe, 
I  wish  for  peace,  to  know  what  is  to  be  left.  I  doubt  many  turbu- 
lent scenes  are  to  pass  first ;  and,  though  one  expected  them  much 
sooner,  it  is  plain  that  causes  haye  at  last  their  effects ;  and,  though 
one  is  often  disi^pointed  in  the  calculations  of  wisdom,  folly  and 
presumption  produce  their  natural  consequences.  These  multiply 
daily ;  and,  being  so  numerous  and  so  repugnant  to  each  other,  thfi 
that  would,  as    in  bodily  distempers,  cure  some,  are 


sad  BotlMriMtoi.  Thii  wai  by  no  meuu  a  plaaMtnt  sacrifice  to  make  on  mj  part*  bnt 
I  haej  joxL  will  think  with  me,  that»  as  Lady  Holdemesse  asked  it,  I  ooold  not 
dacentiy  reAise. 

I  am  at  present  rarising  and  oorrectlng  a  rene  translation  of  Fresnoy's '  Art  of 
Fisinting/  which  I  began  when  I  was  a  boy  at  the  UniTersity  and  hare  since,  at 
tnterrals  of  fire  and  sometimes  ten  years,  proceeded  upon.  I  belieye  I  shaU  now 
complete  it»  and  I  (aney  yon  will  like  it  as  well  as  a  thing  so  Tcry  didactic  will  be 
capsMe  of  being  liked.  I  forget  whether  I  erer  showed  yon  any  part  of  it ;  if  not, 
pimy  do  not  set  yonr  stomach  against  it,  for  one  day  or  other  yon  must  swallow  the 
whole  dose.  I  congratulate  yon  on  yonr  remoTal  to  Berkeley  Bqnare.  May  yon 
ca^joy  the  comforts  of  yonr  new  situation  as  long  as  the  Phidian  work,>  wUeh  is 
placed  in  ihe  centre  of  that  square,  continues  to  be  its  chief  ornament.  This  is  a  new 
prayer  of  my  own,  which  I  offer  up  eren  with  mors  leal  than  I  do  that  which  the 
wisdom  of  the  Ipgidature  has  lately  tagged  to  that  about  wars  and  tnmnlts. 


*  An  equestrian   statue    of  Oeoige    UL   l^   Wilton,  long  since  lemofed^— 
CvnavaaAik 


7U  HORACB  WALPOtn  UBRII&  [ir7i 

prejudicial  to  others.  For  instanoey  can  your  IreUnd  be  redreaeed, 
wiUiont  danger  of  producing  insurrectiooa  here?  Oan  the  two 
islands  jar,  and  not  facilitate  the  views  of  France  and  Spain? 
I  hare  reason  to  belieye  flxat  the  combined  fleets  will  again  appear 
before  the  oonduAon  of  the  campaign,  though  the  Gk^venmieDt 
thinks  noi  They  still  talk  at  Paris  of  inyaaon;  and,  having 
threatened  it  so  often  vainly,  may  have  rendered  it  morB  £euale  bj 
our  incredulity.  But  what  signify  oonjeotoresP  As  CSato  my% 
Plato  cannot  end  them,  and  the  sword  must 

My  constitution,  which  set  out  under  happy  stars,  seeiBS  to  keqp 
pace  with  the  change  of  consteUationSb  and  £euI  like  the  various 
members  of  the  empire.  I  am  now  confined  witii  the  rhenmatumi 
in  my  left  arm,  and  find  no  benefit  from  our  woollen  manufJEUstursi, 
which  I  flattered  myself  would  always  be  a  resource.  On  Monday 
I  shall  remove  to  Shelbume  Square,  and  watch  impatiently  the 
opening  of  the  Countess's  windows ;  thou^  with  all  her  and  her 
EarPs  goodness  to  me,  I  doubt  I  shall  profit  little  of  either.  I  de 
not  love  to  be  laughed  at  or  pitied,  and  dread  exposing  myself  to 
numbers  of  strange  servants  and  young  people,  who  wonder  what 
Methuselah  does  out  of  his  coffin.  Lady  Blandford  is  gone ; '  her 
antediluvian  dowagers  diBpersed ;  amongst  whom  I  was  still  reckoned 
a  lively  young  creature.  Wisdom  I  left  forty  years  ago  to  Welbote 
Elhs,  and  must  not  pretend  to  rival  him  now  when  ha  is  gn>wn  ao 
rich  by  the  semblance  of  it  Since  I  cannot  then  act  old  ag9  with 
dignity,  I  must  keep  myself  out  of  the  way»  and  weqp  lor  ^^g)f^irf 
in  a  comer. 

I  am  glad  the  appearances  in  Miss  Fox  are  bettor.  The  eldsr 
Lady  Albemarle  has  had  a  stroke  of  palsy,  but  is  better.  Lady 
Sarsdi  came  to  town  with  her,  and  still  looks  prettier  and  fresher 
than  an  angel  of  Correggio. 

Whither  are  your  ned;  motions.  Madam?  You  lately  talked  of 
not  seeing  London  until  the  roses  appear.  That  is  a  little  perverse, 
and  very  uncomfortable  to  me,  sinoe,  seldom  dining  abroach  I  should 
be  happy  to  sit  by  your  fire  in  the  long  evenings ;  but  you  soarae 
arrive  till  the  tourbillan  of  BAuelagh  surrounds  you.  Well ! 
I  must  have  done  with  wishes,  which  are  foolish  bat  in  youth, 
when  time  may  accomplish  them. 

*  MirU  OatlMriiia  De  Jonge^  a  Datch  lady,  was  fint  the  widow  of  the  Maiqaia  of 
Blandford,  who  died  in  1781,  and  then  in  1740,  Uie  widow  of  th«  calehralod  Sir 
WUliam  Wyndham.    See  foL  i^.  p.  271.--Cini«u«BAJL 


1T70.1  TO  SIB  HOSAOB  MAITK.  M5 


1807.    TO  BIB  HOBAOB  XAKK. 

Stnmbenf  HtO,  Oct  81«  1779. 

YoTTB  last  letter  was  so  fall  of  enoomimns  on  my  Tragedy,  that, 
▼eteran  aullior  as  I  am,  it  made  me  blush.  But  I  recollected  yonr 
partialxty,  and  then  I  accepted  the  motive  idth  pleasure,  though 
I  must  deeline  the  exaggerations.  It  is  plain  that  I  am  sinoerely 
modest  about  it,  for  I  not  only  neyer  thought  of  its  appearing  on  the 
stage,  but  have  not  published  it.  It  has  indeed  receiyed  greater  honour 
than  any  of  its  superiors ;  for  Lady  DL  Beauderk  has  drawn  seyen 
scenes  of  it,  that  would  be  fully  worthy  of  the  best  of  Shakespearels 
plays^-ffuoh  drawings,  that  Salyator  Bosa  and  Ouido  could  not 
surpass  their  expression  and  beauty.  I  have  built  a  Closet  on 
purpose  for  them  here  at  Strawberry  HilL  It  is  called  the 
Beauderk  Closet;  and  whoever  sees  the  drawings,  allows  that  no 
description  comes  up  to  their  merit — and  then,  they  do  not  shock 
and  disgust,  like  their  original,  the  tragedy. 

I  am  heartily  glad  you  have  had  your  nephew ;  I  speak  in  the 
past  tense,  for  he  will  certainly  be  set  out  on  his  return  before  this 
can  reach  Florence.  It  was  uncommon  merit  to  take  so  long  a 
journey  for  a  moment.  I  have  sent  you  one  to  replace  him,  not  to 
oompensate ;  for  a  stranger  cannot  rival  or  equal  your  nephew:  but 
one  who,  as  soon  as  you  are  acquainted  with  him,  will  be  a  great 
comfort  to  you,  from  his  virtues,  sense,  and  manners.  It  is  a  young 
Mr.  Wiudham,  a  gentleman  of  Norfolk,  of  a  very  considerable 
estate,  who  is  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and  travels  for  ii  I  am  not 
so  much  acquainted  with  him  as  with  his  character,  which  js 
excellent ;  and  then  he  is  a  Whig  of  the  stamp  that  was  current  in 
our  country  in  my  fother's  time.  I  do  not  always  send  you  a  tally 
to  the  letters  of  recommendation  I  am  sometimes  forced  to  give ; 
but  that  which  he  carries  to  you,  I  confirm  by  this  in  all  points. 
I  advise  you  to  be  intimate  with  him ;  I  will  warrant  the  safety  of 
his  connection,  and  I  beg  you  to  assist  him  with  recommendations 
wherever  you  can.  He  is  a  particular  friend  of  my  great-nephew. 
Lord  Cholmondeley's  cousin ;  but  one  I  should  have  liked  for  my 
own  friend,  if  the  disparity  of  our  ages  would  have  allowed  it ;  or 
if  it  were  a  time  for  me  to  make  Mends,  when  I  could  only  leave 
them  behind  me. 

Well ;  but  you  had  rather  I  had  been  talking  poUtics,  or  telling 
you  news.  The  scene  is  not  mended,  for  another  is  opened.   Ireland, 
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taking  advantage  of  the  moment^  and  of  forty  thousand  Tolnnteen 
that  they  have  in  arms  and  regimented,  has  desired — that  is, 
demanded—;/^  trade.  If  we  are  not  cored  of  our  American  visions 
at  lasty  I  hope  we  have  learnt  wisdom  enough  to  peroeiye  that 
prerogative  is  the  weakest  of  all  chimeras  when  opposed  by  /ree  men 
in  arms:  it  has  cost  ns  the  diadem  of  the  Colonies,  as  it  did 
James  IL  those  of  three  kingdoms ;  and  therefore  I  trost  we  shall 
have  more  sense  in  Ireland.  We  still  kick  at  the  independence  of 
America,  though  we  might  as  well  pursue  our  title  to  the  crown  of 
France. 

Our  fleet  is  at  sea,  and  a  most  noble  one.  They  still  talk  of  the 
re-appearance  of  the  combined  fleets  from  Brest  It  is  probable  that 
the  winds  of  NoTcmber  will  be  the  most  considerable  yictors ;  for 
the  season  has  been  so  very  serene  in  general,  that  I  think  flie 
equinoctial  tempests,  like  the  squadrons,  haye  passed  the  autumn  in 
harbour,  and  that  they  will  all  come  forth  together. 

Lord  Stormont  has  got  the  late  Lord  Suffolk's  seals  of  Seoretaiy. 
There  were  to  have  been  other  arrangements,  but  they  are  sus- 
pended ;  and  it  is  said  this  new  preferment  is  more  likely  to  produce 
resignations  than  settlement :  but  I  only  tell  you  common  report ; 
which  is  not  at  all  fovourable  to  Lord  Stormonf  s  promotion.  He 
has  a  foir  character,  and  is  a  friend  of  General  Conway ;  but  he  is  a 
Soot,  and  Lord  Mansfield's  nephew,  which  the  people  mind  much 
more  than  his  character :  the  other  adrantage  they  will  certainly  pay 
no  regard  to  at  alL  It  is  great  pity  unpopular  things  are  done  si 
such  a  moment ! 

WeU !  I  trust  I  shall  see  General  Conway  within  a  week ;  I  go 
to  town  to-morrow,  expecting  him.  He  has  acted  in  his  diminutive 
islet  with  as  much  virtue  and  popularity  as  Cicero  in  his  large 
Sicily,  and  with  much  more  ability  as  a  soldier,  and  a  commander — 
I  am  heartily  glad  he  was  disappointed  of  showing  how  infinitely 
more  he  is  a  hero. — The  conclusion  of  my  letter  on  Tuesday  from 
London. 

Nov,  I,  Berhdeif  Sgwane, 

My  letter  is  concluded,  for  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  that  the 
town  says  Lord  Gh)wer,  President  of  the  Council,  will  resign.  Mind, 
I  do  not  warrant  this,  nor  anything  that  is  not  actually  past 
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1858.    TO  THB  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

BerheUff8quan,2fot  1. 
Too  kUe/or  thepotL 

Tou  bid  me  send  you  all  the  news.  Pray,  of  what  sort  would  you 
hs^e,  Madam P— or  do  you  act  the  innocent,  and  ask,  though  you 
know  more  than  I  do  P  Most  likely,  for  I  know  no  more  than  the 
herb-women  in  St.  James's  market.  But  I  haye  no  objection  to 
being  a  dupe,  if  you  haye  a  mind  I  should  be  one.  It  is  but  one 
step  below  ignorance ;  so  then,  you  do  not  know  that  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council,  such  an  age  ago  as  last  Wednesday,  would 
not  attend  to  swear  in  Lord  Stormont,  but  walked  in  the  Park 
during  the  solemnity,  to  the  great  scandal  of  all  true  Catholics. 

Li  the  next  place  your  Ladyship,  poor  soul,  does  not  know  that 
the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  holds  all  you  poor  souls  yery  cheap  who 
do  not  know  that  Lord  Gower  is  out — ^why,  has  he  resigned  P  has  he 
resigned  P — ^no,  not  yet,  the  King  has  not  been  in  town. 

I  can  gratify  your  Ladyship's  curiosity  or  finesse  no  fiurther,  for 
I  tmly  know  no  more.  Nay,  I  hold  this  State  machinery  or  mystery 
in  the  same  li^t  as  the  Middlesex  election.  Objects  that  are 
gigantic  on  some  horizons,  are  straws  on  others.  When  eyery  part 
of  the  fiftbric  totters,  who  can  care  whether  a  board  starts  in  the  floor 
of  the  drawing-room  or  doset,  except  some  joiner  who  hopes  his  bill 
will  be  paid  before  the  palace  tumbles.  Contrary  to  Lord  Shelbume's 
opinion,  there  are  reasons  to  think  that  the  combined  fleets  will,  if 
not  yet  sailed,  still  leaye  Brest,  to  the  amount  of  flfty-two  saiL 
Sir  Charles  Hardy  has  forty-three ;  but,  come  the  blow  this  year  or 
not^  what  is  to  amend  our  situation  P — ^will  more  losses  in  other 
parts  P — ^will  greater  difficulties  and  dissatisfisu^tions  at  home  ?  Will 
Ireland  discourage  France  P  Will  new  taxes  encourage  EnglandP 
Will  perseyerance  in  measures  that  open  new  calamities  eyerywhere, 
dose  th^m  P  Where  can  France  or  Spain  be  woimded  by  us  P  When 
we  cannot  protect  Jamaica,  can  we  reconquer  America  P  When 
Ministers  begin  to  be  afraid  of  keeping  their  places,  will  they 
intimidate  others— except  by  their  example  P  If  anybodfy  will  be 
his  own  Minister,  will  he  not  be  his  only  Minister  P  They  haye 
long  thrown  all  the  blame  on  him,  and  now  it  looks  as  if  they  would 
throw  their  offices  on  him  too. 

I  met  Lady  Bute  this  eyening;  she  expects  Lord  Macartney '  eyery 

'  Lady  Bate's  aoii-in-law.^CiriiiiivoBAii. 
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hour.  Thank  you  for  the  sight  of  Lady  Macartney's  letter.  Madam; 
but  as  I  do  not  visit  her,  I  cannot  possibly  on  this  oocasion :  it  would 
look  like  aflsaining  merit  on  good  offices,  which  I  could  only  aitempl» 
but  which  I  have  not  the  smallest  reason  to  think  contributed  to  bit 
return.  Pray,  Madam,  do  not  call  this,  or  anything  of  the  kind, 
modesty  and  humility — at  is  only  humiliation,  which  is  but  pride 
mortified. 

I  see  myself  a  poor  invalid,  threatened  with  a  painfdl  and  irksome 
conclusion,  and  mortified  at  seeing  the  decay  of  my  country  moie 
rapid  than  my  own.  Ambition  I  never  felt,  but  was  content  with 
being  an  individual  in  so  free  and  splendid  a  nation.  Tis  all 
gone,  Madam  ;  and  methinks  one  sinks  in  one's  own  estimation  in 
proportion. 

When  I  mention  my  woes,  however,  it  is  to  excuse  my  finequent 
excuses,  not  to  complain  of  my  lot,  which  has  been  singularly  happy 
and  fortunate.  I  am  so  at  this  moment,  for  I  expect  Genenl 
Conway  this  week ;  and  I  shall  think  him  as  much  recovered,  as  if 
I  had  seen  a  bomb  in  the  air  over  his  head. 

1  have  heard  nothing  new  to-day.  If  you  can  explain  what  I 
have  been  telling  you, — and  if  you  are  not  in  the  secret, — nay,  if 
you  are,  perhaps  you  may  not  understand  it,  be  so  good  as  to 
decipher  to  me ;  but  I  am  in  no  hurry.  When  Titos  was  at  &6 
gat68  of  Jemsalem,  can  one  read  with  patience  the  squabbles  of  &e 
Pharisees? 

P.S.  I  must  commend  the  honesty  of  your  Milesians,  Madam,  If 
forty  thousand  Scots  were  in  arms  asking  redress,  do  you  think  they 
would  have  let  the  East  Indian  fleet  depart  from  Limerick  before 
they  were  satisfiedP 


ISSa.    TO  THE  OOIJNTBSS  W  0S90BT. 

atrtMfberrff  HtU,  Jfamda^  nighi.  Num.  S. 

St.  Johk  is  a  false  prophet,  and  of  the  house  of  Bolingbroke ;  the 
angel  of  the  Church  of  Philadelphia  is  a  blind  buzzard,  and  cannot 
see  a  yard  beyond  his  nose.  A  heathen  Cupid,  with  a  bandage  over 
his  eyes,  is  worth  a  hundred  of  such  blundering  cherubim,  that,  like 
bais,  fly  about  in  the  dark,  and  take  a  farthing  candle  for  the  sun. 
There,  my  Lady,  there's  Washington  beaten,  and  Philadelphia 
taken !    Commend  me  to  Revelations  I    If  your  angel  would  be 
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seeing,  why  did  not  hd  pat  on  his  spectacles  and  hover  oyer  Amoldy 
who  has  heaten  the  yapouring  Bnigoyne,  and  destroyed  his 
magazines  P  Oarleton,  who  was  set  aside  for  General  Hurlothmmbo, 
is  gune  to  save  hiia  and  the  remains  of  his  army,  if  he  can.  On 
Saturday  night,  not  a  Minister  bat  was  packing  op:  yesterday 
uoming,  they  ran  aboat^  shouting  and  huzzaing,  like  w^H^^  I 
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I  WROTE  the  aboYe  few  lines  last  night,  Madam,  and  then  heard 
that  no  confirmation  was  come.  I  most  humbly  b^  pardon  of 
Honseignear  St  Michael,  or  Si  Ithuriel,  or  Si  George  Fox,  or  who- 
ever is  archangel  of  Philadelphia,  for  too  lightly  crediting  Bamber 
Oascoyne's  or  Port  Glasgow's  lies.  I  am  this  minute  come  to  town^ 
and  find  that  the  ship  '  Argo '  is  as  much  arriyed  as  the  sloop  '  Isis,^ 
which  turns  out  to  be  the  'Asia,'  which  is  a  large  ship  that  has  been 
long  on  a  cruise.  It  ia  heUeved,  from  two  or  three  letters  from  New 
Tork,  that  Washington  has  been  beaten ;  yet  nothing  more  is  known 
of  the  action  or  its  consequences ;  and  as  Howe  has  sent  no  account, 
it  does  not  seem  fo  be  any  great  matter.  The  papers  to-day  are  full 
of  a  resuscitation  and  victory  of  Burgoyne,  which  even  the  dates  show 
to  be  manifest  lies.  It  is  doubted  whether  he  will  not  have  bden 
forced  to  lay  down  his  arms. 

I  received  your  Ladyship's  letter,  with  the  extract  of  your 
heaufrer^Bf  this  momixig,  and  another  flkort  on^  this  minnte.  I  have 
not  a  moment's  time  to  speak  on  either ;  but  you  may  easily  imagine 
all  the  sentiments  the  extract  roused,  and  which  wanted  but  a  spark. 

I  must  be  excused,  just  now,  from  answering,  or  even  thinking  of, 
Mr.  Selwyn's  query  about  I  don't  know  what.  Tou  have  not  told 
me  where  the  letter  is,  nor  to  what  admiral ;  and,  to  say  truth, 
X  am  not  sorry,  for  I  never  had  less  time  to  solve  historic  riddles  of 
ages  pasi 

If  I  leam  anything  certain  by  to-morrow  night,  I  will  certainly 
write  again ;  your  Ladyship  and  Lord  Ossory  must  be  anxious  about 
31t.  F[itqwitrick]  and  Lord  Ghewton,  and  I  will  n^lect  nothing  that 
cati  tend  to  quiet  your  alarm ;  though,  I  must  own,  I  doubt  whether 
this  whole  history  of  Washington  is  not  coined,  to  balance  for  a 
moment  the  destruction  of  Burgoyne's  army,  and  the  loss  of  Canada 
that  may  follow. 
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1861.    TO  THE  COUKTBSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

ScU/mrday  evmUmg,  6Uk,  [Jfav,  1779  f| 

If  there  is  a  sprig  of  trufh  left  growing  in  Bedfordshire,  I  entreat 
yonr  Ladyship  to  spare  me  a  oatting,  for  there  is  not  a  leaf  to  be  had 
in  town  for  love  or  money ;  everything  is  so  dear !  and  yet  falsehood 
bears  a  still  higher  price.  Jamaica  is  taken,  and  it  is  not ;  the  com- 
bined fleets  are  sailed,  and  they  are  not ;  the  East  Indiamen  are 
arrived,  and  are  not ;  Lord  Qower  is  out,  and  is  not ;  Lord  North- 
ington  is  dead,  and  is  not. 

The  edition  of  *  Gh)wer,'  privately  printed  at  Glasgow,  says  he  has 
been  out  these  three  weeks ;  but  the  critics  say  that  cannot  be  80» 
for,  &c. 

Lord  Weymouth's  servants  say  he  is  to  resign.  Some  say  Lord 
Bathurst  is  to  be  President  [of  the  Council]  ',  and  Lady  Cranbome 
says,  her  Lord.  Lord  Macartney  is  come,  but  we  have  missed  each 
other.  They  say  he  is  dismally  lean  and  black.  George  [Selwyn] 
and  the  signorina  arrived  last  night.  Lord  Mountstuart  is  at  Pans 
— or  not.  You  see  how  friendly  I  am,  Madam.  Nobody  tells  you 
anything,  and  I  tell  you  both  sides  of  everything.  Your  humUe 
servant,  Jantts. 

P.S.  Very  good  sport  in  Nubia. 


1S62.    TO  BIB  HOKAOB  llAKK. 

Berhdey  Squcare,  K09, 1%  1779. 

I  WEI9T  this  morning  to  2ioffani's  to  see  bis  picture  or  portrait  of  the 
'Tribune  at  Florence ;  *  and,  though  my  letter  will  not  put  on  its  boots 
these  three  days,  I  must  write  while  flie  subject  is  fi-esh  in  my  head. 
The  first  thing  I  looked  for,  was  f/au — and  I  could  not  find  you.  At 
last  I  said, ''  Pray,  who  is  that  Knight  of  the  Bath  P  "—''Sir  Horace 
Mann.'' — "  Lnpossible  I  '*  said  I.  My  dear  Sir,  how  you  have  left 
me  in  the  lurch  I — ^you  are  grown  &ty  jolly,  young ;  while  I  am 
become  the  skeleton  of  Methuselah. 

The  idea  I  always  thought  an  absurd  one.  It  is  rendered  more  so 
by  being  crowded  with  a  flock  of  travelling  boys,  and  one  does  not 

^  Eiri  BaUiiint  wm  made  Lord  Pretident — Cumxvoram. 
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know  nor  oaie  whom.  Yoa  and  Sir  John  Diek,  «•  Enroj  and 
Consul,  are  very  im)per.  The  Ghrand-Dnoal  family  would  have  been 
80  too.  Most  of  the  rest  are  as  impertinent  as  the  names  of  chnroh- 
wardens  stack  up  in  parishes  whenever  a  oountry-ohuroh  is  repaired 
and  whitewashed. 

The  execution  is  good ;  most  of  the  styles  of  painters  happily 
imitated ;  the  labour  and  finishing  infinite ;  and  no  oonfusiony  though 
such  a  multiplicity  of  objects  and  colours.  The  Titian's  Yenus,  as 
the  principal  object,  is  the  worst  finished;  the  absence '  of  the  Yenus 
of  Medici  is  surprising;  but  the  greatest  &ult  is  in  the  statues.  To 
distinguish  them,  he  has  made  them  all  of  a  colour,  not  imitating  the 
different  hues  of  their  marbles ;  and  thus  they  all  look  alike,  like 
casts  in  plaster  of  Paris :  however,  it  is  a  great  and  curious  work-^ 
though  Zo£EEmi  might  have  been  better  employed.  His  talent  is 
representing  natural  humour :  I  look  upon  him  as  a  Dutch  painter 
polished  or  civilised.  He  finishes  as  higUy,  renders  nature  as  justly, 
and  does  not  degrade  it,  as  the  Flemish  school  did,  who  thought  a 
man  vomiting,  a  good  joke ;  and  would  not  have  grudged  a  week 
on  finishing  a  beloh,  if  mere  labour  and  patience  could  have  com- 
passed it. 

Mr.  "Windham,  who  I  thought  half-way  to  Florence,  did  not  set 
out  till  last  Monday.  Of  martial  and  political  news  I  can  tell  yon 
nothing  new  and  positive.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  combined 
fleets  have  come  forth  again.  The  mortfdity,  I  believe,  has  been 
great  amongst  them,  and  disagreement  The  Spanish  Admiral  would 
not  cede  the  post  to  Du  Ohaffaui  Daranda*  and  Monsieur  de 
Sartine  *  were  £9rced  to  go  to  Brest  to  obtain  precedence  for  the 
latter.  These  two  Givil  Ministers  have  been  principal  incendiaries  of 
the  war.  The  present  rumour  is,  that  D'Estaing  has  taken  Long 
Island,  and  blocked  up  Admiral  Arbuihnot ; — but  the  account  comes 
from  France. 

The  Irish  seem  more  temperate ;  and,  if  we  are  so,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  harmony  will  be  restored. 

lliere  have  been  no  more  resignations  or  promotions.  Some 
changes  are  eoLpecied, — ^but  you  will  have  no  '  Anticipation '  *  from  my 
shop ;  I  deal  only  in  past  wares — and  even  those  one  cannot  always 

*  This  WM  ftn  oyenight ;  the  Venus  is  in  the  pictnre.— Wa&poia 

*  The  Spanish  Ambassador  tt  Paria — Waltoia 

*  Vrendi  ICinlster  of  the  Marine. — ^Walpols. 

^  In  the  preoeding  year,  Tiokeirs  pamphlet  by  vbat  title,  giving  drafts  ot 
qpeedies  that  wonld  probably  be  made  in  the  Parliament^  and  bnrlesqning  most  oi 
the  speakers,  was  published  jost  before  the  meeting.— Wilfoul 
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proeafe  gennine.  The  ParKameiit  is  $i  hand,  and  may  be  a  hasf 
aoene.  Ihaye  had  the  senae  to  make  it  a  seaeon  of  repose  to  mysdf. 
It  is  the  tommer  that  in  time  of  war  is  the  high  tide  of  anxiety  to 
me :  then  I  am  trembling  for  my  Mends. 

Well  I  but  are  yon  really  so  portly  a  personage  as  Zoffimi  has 
represented  yonP  I  enty  you.  Ererybody  can  grow  younger 
and  plump,  but  I.  My  brother  [Sir  Edward  Walpole]  is  as  sleek 
as  an  in£uit»  and,  though  seventy-three,  is  still  quite  beautifuL  He 
has  a  charming  colour,  and  not  a  wrinkle.  I  told  him,  when  Lord 
Orford  was  in  danger,  that  he  might  think  what  he  would,  but  I 
would  carry  him  into  the  Oourt  of  Ghanoery,  and  put  it  to  the 
consciences  of  the  judges,  which  of  us  two  was  the  elder  by  elevm 
yeavsP 

Yes,  it  is  tiie  164h,  and  not  a  syllable  of  news  more.  AtttM  wm 
enf  ma  kttr$;  Sir  Horaoe  expects  you. 

PJ3.  I  do  allow  Ear)  Oowper  a  place  in  flie  Tribune :  an  Enghdi 
eail,  who  has  nerer  seen  his  earldom,  and  takes  root  and  bears  firuit  at 
Florence,  and  is  proud  of  a  pinchbeck  principality  in  a  third  oountiy, 
is  as  great  a  curiosity  as  any  in  the  Tuscan  oolkotion.' 

Second  P.S.  I  had  just  folded  my  letter,  but  not  sealed  it : — a 
knock  at  the  door.  Who  do  you  think  it  was  P-^your  nephew ! 
Oh  1  how  glad  I  Why,  jrou  have  flown  on  th^  wings  of  the  winds ! 
—So  he  had — in  such  a  storm  cm  Saturday  night,  that  I  believed  it 
tossed  him  over  the  houses,  and  set  him  down  in  Berkeley  Square. 
He  looks  as  well  as  possible.  I  read  my  letter  to  him,  and  he  sweavs 
jrour  portrait  is  as  like  you  as  two  peas.  Well !  ChenI  have  no  idea 
of  yomi 

After  exhausting  Florence  and  Eng^d,  I  questioned  Urn  about 
Vesuvius :  he  repeated  Sir  William  Hamilton's  account  of  it  to  you, 
aad  I  long  to  see  ii  I  had  not  heard  of  the  insurrection  and 
phrenzy  of  the  people.  You  would  <Ailige  me  muck  if  you  would  let 
it  be  transeoribed,  and  send  me  a  copy  of  his  letter.  As  your  nephew 
said  jusdy,  it  was  such  a  wonderful  piotare  rf  nature  and  human 
nature  in  convulsion  I 

Adieu  I    I  have  not  time  to  say  more. 

I  LordCowpemuRiedaiFloraiieslamS,  Hid^MlanSft.    Hifttilt«# 
WMPe  aU  bora  ab  FloNnoo.-*-CinrM]ioB4a. 
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18ML    TO  THB  COUNTBBB  Of  OfiSOBT. 

Berhdey  Bqucart,  Nov,  14, 1779. 

I  Musrr  be  equitable ;  I  must  do  the  world  justioe ;  there  are  really 
some  hopes  of  its  amendment ;  I  have  not  heard  one  lie  these  four 
days;  but  then,  indeed,  I  have  heard  nothing.  Well,  then,i^hy 
do  you  write  P  Stay,  Madam ;  my  letter  is  not  got  on  horseback 
yet ;  nor  shall  it  mount  till  it  has  something  to  carry.  It  is  my 
duty,  as  your  gazetteer,  to  furnish  you  with  news,  true  or  false,  and 
you  would  certainly  dismiss  me  if  I  did  not,  at  least,  tell  you  some- 
thing that  was  impossible.  The  whole  nation  is  content  with 
hearing  anything  new,  let  it  be  ever  so  bad.  Tell  the  first  man 
you  meet  that  Ireland  has  revolted ;  away  he  runs,  and  tells  every- 
body he  meets, — everybody  tells  everybody,  and  the  next  morning 
ihoy  ask  for  more  news.  Well,  Jamaica  is  taken ;  oh  I  Jamaica  is 
taken.  Next  day,  what  newsP  Why,  Paul  Jones  is  landed  iu 
Rutlandshire,  and  has  carried  off  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire,  and  a 
squadron  is  fitting  out  to  prevent  it ;  and  I  am  to  have  a  pension 
for  having  given  the  earliest  intelligence ;  and  there  is  to  be  a  new 
fiurce  called  the  lUUIandshire  Lwasian,  and  the  King  and  Queen  will 
come  to  town  to  see  it,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  will  not,  because  he 
is  not  old  enough  to  understand  pantomimes. 

Well,  Hadam;  having  despatched  the  nation  and  its  serious 
affairs,  one  may  chat  over  private  matters.  I  have  seen  Lord 
Macartney,  and  do  a£Srm  that  he  is  shrunk,  and  has  a  soupgon  of 
Dlack  that  was  not  wont  to  reside  in  bis  complexion.  George  is  so 
engrossed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  I  have  seen  him  but  the 
morning  after  his  arrival 

Mr.  Beauderk  has  built  a  library  in  Great  Russell  Street 
[Bloomsbury]  tha^  reaches  half  way  to  Highgate.  Everybody  goes 
to  see  it ;  it  has  put  the  Museum's  nose  quite  out  of  joini' 

Now  I  return  to  politics.  Sir  Ralph  Payne  and  Dr.  Johnson  are 
answering  General  Burgoyne,  and  they  say  the  words  are  to  be  so 
long  that  the  reply  must  be  printed  in  a  pamphlet  as  large  as  an 
atlas,  but  in  an  Elzevir  type,  or  the  first  sentence  would  fill  twenfy 
pages  in  octavo.  You  may  depend  upon  the  truth  of  it,  for 
Mr*  Cumberland  told  it  in  confidence  to  one  with  whom  he  is 

>  BaMielerk't  fine  libnury  wm  lold  bj  Motion  immediately  after  kli  death.— 
OmnrnrenAX. 

70L.  Til.  « 
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not  at  all  aoquaintedy  who  told  it  to  one  whom  I  never  saw ;  fo 
you  see,  Madam,  there  is  no  questioning  the  authority 

I  will  not  answer  so  positively  for  what  I  am  going  to  tdl  joOt 
as  I  had  it  only  from  the  person  himself.  The  Duke  of  Olouoesier 
was  at  Bath  with  the  Margrave  of  Anspach.  Lord  Nugent  oame 
up  and  would  talk  to  the  Duke,  and  then  asked  if  he  might  take  ths 
liberty  of  inviting  his  Royal  Highness  to  dinner  P  I  think  you  will 
admire  the  quickness  and  propriety  of  the  answer: — the  Duko 
replied,  '*  My  Lord,  I  make  no  acquaintance  but  in  London,'*  where 
you  know,  Madam,  he  only  has  levees.  The  Irishman  oontinued  to 
talk  to  him  even  after  that  rebuff.  He  certainly  hoped  to  have  been 
very  artful — ^to  have  made  court  there,  and  yet  not  have  oflbnded 
anywhere  else  by  not  going  in  town,  which  would  have  been  a  grosi 
affiront  to  the  Duke  had  he  accepted  the  invitation. 

I  was  at  Blackheath  f  other  morning,  where  I  was  grieved. 
There  are  eleven  Yander  Wer£b  that  cost  an  immense  smn :  half 
of  them  are  spoiled  since  Sir  Gbegory  Page's  death  by  servanti 
neglecting  to  shut  out  the  sun.  There  is  another  room  hung  with 
the  history  of  Cupid  and  Psyche,  in  twelve  small  pictures  by  Luoa 
Giordano,  that  are  sweet.  There  is,  too,  a  glorious  Claude,  some 
fine  Teniers,  a  noble  Rubens  and  Snyders,  two  beautiful  Philii^ 
Lauras,  and  a  few  more, — and  several  very  bad.  The  house  is 
magnificent,  but  wounded  me ;  it  was  built  on  the  model  oi 
Houghton,'  except  that  three  rooms  are  thrown  into  a  gallery.* 

Now  I  have  tapped  the  chapter  of  pictures,  you  must  go  and  see 
Sioffani's  'Tribune  at  Florence,'  which  is  an  astonishing  piece  of 
work,  with  a  vast  deal  of  merit. 

There  too  you  will  see  a  delightful  piece  of  Wilkes  looking — no^ 
squinting  tenderly  at  bis  daughter.  It  is  a  caricature  of  the  Devil 
asknowledging  Miss  Siu  in  Milton.  I  do  not  know  why,  but  they 
are  under  a  palm-tree,  which  has  not  grown  in  a  free  coimtry  for 
some  centuries. 

With  all  my  pretences  there  is  no  more  veracity  in  me  than  in 

*  It  WM  built  in  a  yetr  bj  Jaium  the  ftrehiteet^  tnd  wm  polled  down  in  17S7.— 

COVHIMOHAM. 

'  Sir  Gregory  Plige,  who  died  in  1776,  wm  the  penonal  friend  of  Yander  WeHt 
A.t  the  sale  of  his  piotnree  in  1816,  eight  of  the  Yander  Werffii  (there  were  twelre 
in  all)  were  bought  for  the  LouTre  at  the  price  of  88.000  franee.  Two  of  his,  Rnbeni' 
'  Ixion '  and  the  portrait  of  '  Rubens  and  his  first  wife/  are  now  in  the  Qroevenor 
Gallery.  The  twdre  pictnres  of  the  '  Story  of  Copid  and  Psyche,  by  Giordano,  and 
BOW  at  Hampton  Court,  were,  I  beiiere,  Sir  Gregory  Page's. — CvmrnnQUAU* 
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a  Sootoh  nmner  for  the  Ministry.  Here  must  I  send  away  my  letter 
without  a  word  in  it  worth  a  sbraw.  All  the  good  news  I  know  is, 
that  the  deyil  of  a  winter  is  oome  in  that  will  send  annies  and 
navies  to  bed,  and  one  may  stir  out  in  November  without  fear  of 
being  tanned.  I  am  heartily  glad  that  we  shall  keep  Jamaica  and 
the  East  Indies  another  year,  that  one  may  have  time  to  lay  in  a 
stock  of  tea  and  sugar  for  the  rest  of  one's  days.  I  think  <mly  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  do  not  care  a  rush  for  gold  and  diamonds, 
and  the  pleasure  of  stealing  logwood.  The  friends  of  Gh)vemment, 
who  have  thought  of  nothing  but  of  reducing  us  to  our  islandhood, 
and  bringing  us  back  to  the  simplicity  of  ancient  times,  when  we 
were  the  frugal,  temperate,  virtuous  old  English,  ask  how  we  did 
before  tea  and  sugar  were  known.  Better,  no  doubt ;  but  as  I  did 
not  happen  to  be  bom  two  or  three  hundred  years  ago,  I  cannot 
recollect  precisely  whether  diluted  acorns  and  barley  bread,  spread 
with  honey,  made  a  very  luxurious  breakfast. 

I  was  last  night  at  Lady  Lucan's  to  hear  the  Misses  Bingham 
sing  Jomelli's  *  Miserere,'  set  for  two  voices.  There  were  only  the 
Duchess  of  Bedford,  Lady  Bute,  Mrs.  Walsingham,  the  Brudenels, 
£eenes,  Lord  Macartney,  George  Selwyn,  Mr.  Jemingham,  and 
half  a  dozen  Lrish.  The  service  lasted  near  three  hours,  and  was 
so  dull,  instead  of  pathetic,  that  I  was  rejoiced  that  the  worst 
UHU  aver,  and  the  two  teamen  had  left  the  sepulchre.  The  Duchess 
told  me,  that  a  habit-maker  returned  from  AmpthQl  is  gone  stark 
in  love  with  Lady  Ossory,  on  fitting  her  with  the  new  dress.  I 
think  they  call  it  a  Levite,  and  says  he  never  saw  so  glorious  a 
figure — ^I  know  that ;  and  so  you  would  be  in  a  hop-sack,  Madam — 
but  where  the  deuce  is  the  grace  in  a  man's  nightgown  bound  round 
withabeltP 

Good  ni^t.  Lady  I  I  hope  I  shall  have  something  to  tell  you  in 
my  next,  that  my  letter  may  be  shorter. 


1864.    TO  THE  OOIJNTBSS  OF  0S80BT. 

Oodieatom^iO'da^i.^-'^mM.yim.  Iff,  1779. 

I  ENCLOSED  the  above  to  Lord  Ossory,  because  it  was  not  worth 
sixpence,  and  had  sent  it  to  the  post,  and  then  went  to  Bedford 
House,  where,  lo  I  enters  Lady  Shelbume,  looking  as  fresh  and  ripe 
as  Pomona.  N.B.  Her  windows  were  not  open  yesterday,  and 
to-day  there  was  such  a  mist,  ermined  with  snow,  that  I  oould  not 
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066.  I  find  it  was  not  i^  liabit-maker  that  was  smittm  with  your 
Ladyship  as  a  pig  in  a  poke,  but  somebody  else ;  but  as  her  Ghraoe's 
mouth  has  lost  one  tooth,  and  my  ear,  I  suspeot,  another,  I  have 
not  found  out  who  the  nnfortonate  man  is. 

Next  enters  your  Ladyship's  letter.  I  ha^e  seen  my  dignify  of 
Minister  to  Spain-^many  a  &ir  castle  haye  I  erected  in  that  country, 
bat  truly  never  resided  theve.  Voltaire's  Dom  Pedro  is  a  poor 
performance  indeed  I 

Kr.  Oartwright,  who,  I  humbly  apprehend,  is  Mr.  Carteret,  is,  I 
also  apprehend,  no  better  informed  than  his  elder  brother.  So  tu 
from  being  gone  to  Oadiz,  the  French  fleet,  I  beUere,  is  gone  to  the 
hospitaL  Mr.  Cionway  is  not  come ;  I  trust  firom  the  obstinacy  of 
a  contrary  wind.  It  blustered  violently  on  Saturday  night,  and 
made  me  very  uneasy ;  bat  I  think  it  was  a  wind  full  in  his  teetL 
I  have  expected  hm  for  this  fortnight — ^three  days  before  the 
frigate  sailed.  This  is  long  enough  for  a  codicilf  in  which  one  has 
nothing  more  to  give. 


1S65.    TO  THS  RSY.  WILLUM  KASOK. 

Serhdey  Bquart,  Nov,  16, 1779. 

Mb.  Stonhewer  wrote  to  you  on  business  and  could  not  get  an 
answer,  and  was  seriously  alanned  that  you  was  ill.  I  did  not  know 
whither  to  direct  till  you  told  me  yesterday  that  you  are  hoarding  a 
reversion  of  holidays  at  York ;  not  very  agreeable  to  me,  who  do  not 
reckon  on  what  is  to  accumulate ;  but  in  short,  it  is  well  you  please 
me  so  much,  for  you  often  provoke  me ;  so  you  do  in  translating 
Fresnoy.  I  do  not  care  whether  I  shall  like  it  or  not ;  you  will  no 
doubt  improve  a  middling  poem,  and  what  then  P  you  wiQ  not  insert 
a  thousand  new  lights  and  ideas,  that  you  would  have  conceived  it 
you  had  written  a  new  poem  on  painting,  which  you  understand 
better  than  Fresnoy.  A  mighty  merit  it  would  have  been  in 
Raphael,  after  the  Tran^figuratum  (pray  mind  that  word)  to  have 
coined  Giotto!  You  are  original,  and  I  will  like  none  of  your 
copies.  I  do  feel  for  the  adulteration  of  your  parsonage:  it  is 
monstrously  unj^easant  to  have  one's  house  tumbled  and  dirtied  by 
strangers — and  yet  I  do  not  see  how  you  could  refuse. 

What  can  I  tell  you  of  news  and  politics  P  just  now  we  are 
arrived  at  a  moment  of  grim  repose.  The  combined  fleets  have  not 
oome  forth— -I  imagine  fix>m  much   sickness  and  mortality.     Sir 
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Charles  Hardy  is  Growing  upon  what  may  very  properly  be  called 
his  own  dunghill.  Though  the  French  have  given  us  many  sonnd 
blows,  they  have  certainly  not  come  half  up  to  their  boasting  and 
possibilities ;  yet  it  is  likely  that  they  will  wind  up  the  campaign 
with  the  capture  of  New  York  and  Arbuthnof  s  fleets  which  will 
make  our  obstinacy  for  the  recovery  of  America  still  more  heroia 
Firmness  retires  where  praoticabiUly  finisheSi  and  then  obstinacy 
undertakes  the  business. 

Ireland^  I  beHere,  will  be  brought  to  the  same  consistence,  not  with 
80  much  system  and  intention  of  driving  it  into  rebellion,  but — how- 
ever we  have  so  many  data  to  go  upoui  that  there  would  be  no  great 
honour  in  foretelling  misfortunes. 

There  is  another,  and  as  yet  littie  doud  about  the  sun,  that  may 
join  and  make  other  tempests  come  to  explosion.  Lord  Oower  has 
declared  for  resignation ;  Lord  Weymouth  wavers.  I  believe  they 
have  touched  at  many  ports :  I  should  be  glad  to  see  them  shut  out 
everywhere;  whoever  is  betrayed  and  deserted  by  tiiem  has  at 
least  the  merit  of  not  being  a  traitor  and  running  away.  Distress 
and  dissatisfaction  do  begin  to  murmur  everywhere.  Men  do  per- 
ceive that  they  cannot  live  upon  loyalty  and  dissipation.  General 
Burgoyne  flatters  himself  that  everybody  will  forget  their  own 
sorrows  to  be  occupied  with  his.  I  will  allow  Lord  Gower  and  Lord 
Weymouth  to  be  mightily  touched  for  him,  but  beg  to  be  excused 
myself.    I  cannot  forget  how  ready  he  was  to  be  a  great  fovourite. 

I  have  very  lately  heard  an  account  of  the  eruption  of  Vesuvius, 
and  one  part  that  was  quite  new  to  me.  The  people  rose  and  were 
on  the  point  of  burning  the  theatre  where  the  King  was  at  the 
Opera— enraged  at  his  insensibility. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayer  and  your  excellent  account  of  Lord 
Carmarthen's  review  and  balL 


1806.    TO  THE  KEY.  WILLIAM  MASOK. 

BeMU^  aqmtrtf  Nim,  I  don't  bum  ^ekai  da^ 

If  you  can  be  content  with  anything  but  news  as  fresh  as  mackerel, 
I  will  tell  you  as  pretty  a  story  as  a  gentleman  can  hear  in  a  winter's 
day,  though  it  has  not  a  grain  of  novelty  in  it  but  to  those  who 
never  heard  it,  which  was  my  case  till  yesterday. 

When  that  philosophic  tyrant  the  Ozarina  (who  murdered  two 
emperors  for  the  good  of  their  people,  to  the  edification  of  Voltaire, 
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Diderot,  and  D'Alembert,)  proposed  to  give  a  oode-of  laws  that  should 
serve  all  her  subjeots  as  much  or  as  little  as  she  pleased,  she  ordered 
her  various  states  to  send  deputies  who  should  specify  their  respectiTe 
wants.  Amongst  the  rest  came  a  representatiye  of  the  Samoieds: 
he  waited  on  the  marshal  of  the  diet  of  legislation,  who  was  Ardi- 
bishop  of  Novogrod.  "I  am  come/' said  the  savage,  ''but  I  do  not  know 
for  what"  **  My  clement  mistress/'  said  bis  Ghraoe,  ''means  to  give 
a  body  of  laws  to  all  her  dominions." — "Whatever  laws  the  Empress 
shall  give  us/'  said  the  Samoied,  "  we  shall  obey,  but  we  want  uo 
laws." — "  How/'  said  the  Prelate,  "  not  want  laws  I  why,  you  are 
men  like  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  must  have  the  same  passions,  and 
oonsequently  must  murder,  cheat,  steal,  rob,  plunder,"  &c.,  &c.,  &c 

"  It  is  true,"  said  the  savage,  "  we  have  now  and  then  a  bad 
person  among  us,  but  he  is  sufficiently  punished  by  being  shut  out 
of  all  society." 

If  you  love  nature  in  its  tuUuraKbus,  you  will  like  this  tale.  I 
think  one  might  make  a  pretty  ''Spectator'  by  inverting  the  hint :  I 
would  propose  a  general  jail  delivery,  not  <mly  from  all  prisons,  bat 
madhouses,  as  not  sufficiently  ample  for  a  quarter  of  the  patients  and 
candidates;  and  to  save  trouble,  and  yet  make  as  impartial 
distinction,  to  confine  the  virtuous  and  the  few  that  are  in  their 
senses.  But  I  am  digressing,  and  have  not  yet  told  you  the  story  I 
intended ;  at  least,  only  the  first  part 

One  day  Count  Orlow  the  Czarina's  accomplice  in  more  ways  than 
one,  exhibited  himself  to  the  Samoied  in  the  robes  of  the  order,  and 
refulgent  with  diamonds.  The  savage  surveyed  him  attentively,  but 
silently.  "  May  I  ask,"  said  the  fEivourite,  ^  what  it  is  you  admire  P  " 
"  Nothing,"  replied  the  Tartar :  "  I  was  thinking  how  ridiculous  you 
are." — "Bidiculous,"  cried  Orlow,  angrily ;  "and  pray  in  what?" 
"Why,  you  shave  your  beard  to  look  young,  and  powder  your  hair 
to  look  old!" 

Well !  as  you  like  my  stories,  I  wiU  tell  you  a  third,  but  it  is 
prodigiously  old,  yet  it  is  the  only  new  trait  that  I  have  found  in 
that  ocean  bibliothSque  des  RomoM,  which  I  had  almost  abandoned ; 
for  I  am  out  of  patience  with  novels  and  sermons,  that  have 
nothing  new,  when  the  authors  may  say  what  they  will  without 
contradiction. 

My  history  is  a  romance  of  the  Amours  of  Eleanor  of  Aquitainc, 
Queen  of  our  Henry  the  Second.  She  is  in  love  with  somebody  who 
is  in  love  with  somebody  else.  She  puts  both  in  prison.  The  Count 
falls  dangerously  ill,  and  sends  for  the  Queen's  Physician.     Eleanor 
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Lean  it,  calls  for  the  Physician,  and  gives  him  a  bowli  which  she 
orders  him  to  prescribe  to  the  Count  The  Doctor  hesitates^  doubts, 
begs  to  know  the  ingredients, — **  C!ome/'  says  her  Majesty,  "  your 
suspicions  are  just — ^it  is  poison;  but  remember,  it  is  a  crime 
I  want  from  you,  not  a  lecture,  go  and  obey  my  orders*  my 
Gaptain  of  the  guard  and  two  soldiers  shall  accompany  you,  and  see 
ihat  you  execute  my  command,  and  give  no  hint  of  my  secret ;  go,  I 
will  have  no  reply:''  the  Physician  submits,  finds  ^e  prisoner  in 
bed,  bis  mistress  sitting  by.  The  Doctor  feels  bis  pulse,  produces 
ilie  bowl,  sighs,  and  says,  ''My  dear  friend,  I  cannot  cure  your  dis« 
order,  but  I  have  a  remedy  here  for  myself,"  and  swallows  the  poison. 

Is  not  thiB  entirely  new  P  it  would  be  a  fine  coup  de  thedtre,  and 
yet  would  not  do  for  a  tragedy,  for  the  Physician  would  become  the 
hero  of  the  piece,  would  e£hce  the  lovers ;  and  yet  the  rest  of  the 
play  could  not  be  made  to  turn  on  him. 

As  all  this  will  serve  for  a  letter  at  any  time,  I  will  keep  the 
rest  of  my  paper  for  something  that  will  not  bear  postponing. 

Come,  my  letter  shall  go,  though  with  only  one  new  paragraph. 
Lord  Weymouth  has  resigned,  as  well  as  Lord  Gower.  I  believe 
that  little  faction  flattered  themselves  that  their  separation  would 
blow  up  Lord  North,  and  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  sheer  cowardice 
has  most  share  in  Weymouth's  part.  There  is  such  universal 
dissatisfaction,  that  when  the  crack  is  begun,  the  whole  edifioe 
perhaps  may  tumble,  but  where  is  the  architect  that  can  repair  a 
single  story  P  The  nation  stayed  till  everything  was  desperate 
before  it  would  allow  that  a  single  tile  was  blown  otL 


1867.    TO  THE  BEV.  WILUAM  COLB. 

Berhdqf  Sgvan,  Nov,  16, 1779. 

You  ought  not  to  accuse  yourself  only,  when  I  have  been  as  silent  as 
70U.  Surely  we  have  been  friends  too  long  to  admit  ceremony  as  a 
go-between.  I  have  thought  of  writing  to  you  several  times,  but 
found  I  had  nothing  worth  telling  yoiu  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  your 
health  has  been  better :  mine  has  been  worse  the  whole  summer  and 
autumn  than  ever  it  was  without  any  positive  distemper,  and  thence  I 
conclude  it  is  a  failure  in  my  constitution — of  which,  being  a  thing  of 
course,  we  will  say  no  more — nobody  but  a  physician  is  bound  to 
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hear  what  he  cannot  eoie — and  if  we  will  pay  fi>r  what  we  cannot 
expect,  it  is  our  own  fanli 

I  have  seen  Dr.  Lort,  who  seems  pleased  with  beooming  a  limb 
of  Oanterbury.  I  heartily  wish  the  mitre  may  not  devolye  before  it 
has  beamed  substantially  on  him.  In  the  mean  time  he  will  be 
delighted  with  ransackiii^  the  library  at  Lambeth ;  and  to  do  him 
justice,  his  ardour  is  literary,  not  interested. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  dear  Sir,  for  taking  the  trouble  of  tran- 
scribing Mr.  Tjrson's  *  Journal,'  which  is  entertaining.  But  I  am  so 
ignorant  as  not  to  know  where  Hatfield  Priory  is.'  The  three  heads 
I  remember  on  the  gate  at  Whitehall ;  there  were  five  more.  The 
whole  demolished  structure  was  transported  to  the  Great  Park  at 
Windsor  by  the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  intended  to  re-edify 
it,  but  never  did ;  and  now  I  suppose 

Its  roiiiB  niiiMdy  m  iii  place  no  moiOi 

I  did  not  know  what  was  become  of  the  heads,  and  am  glad  any  are 
preserved.  I  should  doubt  their  being  the  works  of  Torregiano. 
Pray  who  is  Mr.  Nichols,  who  has  pubEshed  the  *  Alien  Priories ;' 
there  are  half  a  dozen  or  more  pretty  views  of  French  cathedrals. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  found  anything  else  in  the  book  that  amused  me 
— ^but  as  you  deal  more  in  ancient  lore  than  I  do,  perhaps  you  might 
be  better  pleased. 

I  am  told  there  is  a  new  *  History  of  Gloucestershire,'  very  large, 
but  ill  executed,  by  one  Kudder — still  I  have  sent  for  it,  for  Glou- 
cestershire is  a  very  historic  country. 

It  was  a  wrong  scent  on  which  I  employed  you.  The  arms  I  have 
impaled  were  certainly*  not  Boleyn's.  You  lament  removal  of 
friends — alas  I  dear  Sir,  when  one  lives  to  our  age,  one  feels  that  in 
a  higher  degree  than  from  their  change  of  place  I  but  one  must  not 
dilate  those  common  moralities.  You  see  by  my  date  I  have 
changed  place  myself.  I  am  got  into  an  excellent,  comfortable, 
cheerful  house ;  and  as,  from  necessity  and  inclination,  I  Uve  much 
more  at  home  than  I  used  to  do,  it  is  very  agreeable  to  be  so  plea- 
santly lodged,  and  to  be  in  a  warm  inn  as  one  passes  through  the 
last  vale.    Adieu  I    Yoxub  ever. ' 

>  Hatfield  Pererdl  ia  Bsml    TIm  iluoa  Hatfield  heada  were  engraved  hj  J.  T. 
flaiitli.~Cunn«eHA]|.  ' 
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1868.    TO  THS  OOUNTBSS  OF  08S0BT. 

Serhdey  Spuare,  Num.  31, 1779. 

I  AM  sorryy  Madaniy  to  infonn  you,  if  you  have  not  heard  it,  that 
the  troubles  in  Ireland  ripen.  An  express  came  yesterday,  that  the 
independent  army  had  invested  the  House  of  Commons,  and  foroed 
the  members  to  take  an  oath  of  voting  for  Free  Trade  and  a  short 
money  bill.  The  mob,  too,  paUUer^d  the  houses  of  the  Attorney- 
General  Scott  *  and  Sir  Henry  Cavendish,  who  had  ventured  to  plead 
a  little  for  the  English  Government  This  is  all  I  know  yet,  for  I 
have  been  confined  again  these  three  days  with  the  gout  in  my  foot, 
and  was  not  out  of  bed  to-day  till  three  o'clock. 

Lord  Weymouth  has  resigned,  and  quits  his  bwrecM  to-morrow. 
This,  I  suppose,  was  what  your  Ladyship  meant  by  saying  you 
heard  the  %heath  was  absolutely  thrown  away  ;  if  it  is,  I  believe  Lord 
Weymouth  will  run  after  it,  for  I  think  the  sword  will  never  be  his 
weapon. 

Nor  can  I  admire  any,  who,  after  doing  all  the  mischief  they  could, 
cry  out  Fire !  That  they  will  goto  extremities  I  do  not  doubt — ^what 
principle  should  restrain  them  P 

A  few  answers  to  your  last  and  I  have  done,  for  I  am  a  little  in 
pain.  I  have  not  seen  the  Prologue  and  Epilogue  to  '  The  Critic,' 
but  am  now  very  impatient,  for  I  hear  they  are  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's, 
and  will  answer  I  shall  admire  them.  If  your  Ladyship  has 
copies,  I  beg  you  will  let  them  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  me 
incontinently. 

The  story  you  have  heard  of  a  Boyal  amour,  I  fancy,  was  founded 
on  a  letter  that  has  made  much  noise,  and  was  delivered  by  mis- 
take to  a  wrong  person.  The  circumstances  are  too  numerous 
for  a  letter,  and  were  only  the  gossiping  of  two  girls,  who  did  not 
expect  to  have  their  correspondence  rehearsed  to  the  Ladies  of  the 
Bedchamber. 

La  Signorina  I  have  not  seen,  and,  in  truth,  did  not  ask  to  see 
her.  I  love  David  too  well,  not  to  be  peevish  at  an  Abishag  of 
eight  years  old.* 

Should  I  hear  anything  before  to-morrow  night,  it  shall  make  a 
P.S.,  but  I  wrote  to-day  lest  I  should  not  be  able  to-morrow. 


>  Lord  aoDiDd,  aAorwudi  (178i)  Locd  Chief  Juitioe  of  the  King's  Bonoh  in 
IreUod. — CuNViHOHAii. 

*  George  Selwyn  and  hii  little  pupil,  liadomoisello  FagnianL — Cumivobax. 
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^Smd,Jram  mjr  ML 

PJ3.  Ihayehadabadmg]it»tiioiighIexpecteda  most  tranqufl  one, 
for,  aboat  eight  in  the  eyening,  as  Lady  Aylesbury  and  Mrs.  Damer 
were  sitting  with  me,  the  door  opened  and  entered  General  Con- 
way. As.  the  wind  had  been  violent,  I  was  comforting  myself  that 
it  was  contrary ;  but  he  had  landed  at  Portsmouth  the  night  before, 
after  being  blown  to  Plymouth.  After  his  servants  and  baggage  were 
embarked,  the  frigate  was  very  near  being  lost 

I  have  seen  nobody  but  him  to-day,  so  cannot  tell  any  more 
news. 


1869.    TO  SIB  HORIGB  MAIOf. 

Berhdey  S^puKrt^  Nov,  2%  1779. 

I  Dm  not  fbrget  you  on  the  Parliament  meeting,  thougjb  you  have 
not  received  proof  of  my  recollection.  Being  ill  in  bed,  and  not  able 
to  write  myself  I  dictated  a  line  to  your  nephew,  to  beg  that,  if  any- 
thing very  particular  should  happen  on  Thursday,  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  he  would  write  to  you  the  next  day,  which  would  have  been 
my  post-night.  Your  nephew  was  not  iu  town,  nor  was  expected  till 
to-day ;  and,  having  the  gout  in  both  feet  and  knees,  I  continued  iu 
too  much  pain  to  write  myself,  or  even  to  dictate :  besides  that,  in 
that  situation,  I  had  learnt  few  or  no  circumstances  of  the  debate, 
except  that  little  or  no  fluctuation  had  happened  in  the  quintessence 
of  debates — ^numbers  on  the  division.  I  remember  a  man  of  humour 
proposing  that,  for  the  convenienee  of  the  greater  part,  the  division 
should  always  precede  the  debate ;  that  only  they  who  liked  to  talk 
should  stay  and  make  their  speeches,  which  he  supposed  never 
determined  or  altered  the  several  votes :  no  compliment  to  oratory, 
and  still  less  a  panegyric  on  corruption  and  prejudice ! 

In  &ct,  a  very  considerable  defalcation  from  the  standing  majority 
had  been  expected.  The  inglorious  and  unprosperous  events  (^  the 
summer ;  the  general  discontent  and  dissatisfiaction  that  are  arisen ; 
but,  above  all,  the  crack  that  has  happened  in  the  Administration 
itself  by  the  resignations  of  Lord  Gower  and  Lord  Weymouth,  which 
at  least  implied  apprehension  in  them  that  the  edifice  was  fSfdling, 
and  which,  being  timed  at  the  very  eve  of  Parliament,  were  certainly 
not  intended  to  prop  it ;  and  it  having  been  as  artfully  divulged, 
that  endeavours  had  been  made  to  terrify  Lord  North  fix>m  his  post, 
by  assuring  him  he  could  not  maintain  it :  such  a  concurrence  of 
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imtowaid  oironmstanoes  naturally  suggested  a  Yision  of  much  diminu- 
tion of  the  majority ;  and  such  a  vision  naturally  is  apt  to  realise  it, 
by  the  caution  of  such  prudent  senators  as  lore  to  proceed  on  sure 
ground,  and  absent  themselres  till  the  prospect  is  more  dear. 

Lord  North,  however,  had  courage  to  stand  the  issue  of  a  battle ; 
liis  troops  were  bettor  disciplined  than  had  been  expected,  and  the 
Lords  Gh)wer  and  Weymouth  found  that  nobody  had  been  frightened 
but  themselves.  What  the  lattor  £Bared,  no  mortal  can  guess; 
for  he  is  actually  run  away  to  Longleato,  and  no  persuasions 
could  retain  him.  The  deserted  would  not  impeach  him  for  what 
they  had  co-operated  in ;  and,  if  beaten,  the  victorious  would  have 
spared  him  for  the  merit  of  having  opened  a  gato  to  their  success. — 
But  enough  of  such  a  recreant  I 

The  other  deserter  has  not  yet  gone  over  to  the  enemy.  He  will 
wait,  no  doubt,  till  some  new  fact  leads  him  to  thinking  it  much 
more  heinous  than  all  that  is  past.  Li  the  mean  time,  to  console 
themselves  for  the  little  mischief  their  flight  has  occasioned,  their 
small  squadron  of  friends  affect  to  imputo  the  bulk  of  the  majority, 
on  Thursday  last,  to  the  intemperance  of  the  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  Opposition  to  the  Address.  The  vacancies  are  supplied  by 
Lord  Bathurst  as  President,  and  by  Lord  Hillsborough  as  Secretary 
of  State.  You  must  not  expect,  however,  that  the  storm  is  quite 
dispersed.    Disappointment  is  no  composer  to  some  minds. 

Fortune  has  shown  us  some  partiality.  D'Esteing's  fleet  of 
twenty-two  ships  has  been  dispersed,  and  probably  suffered  consider- 
ably, by  a  terrible  tempest  that  lasted  for  three  days  off  Carolina. 
Thus,  the  West  Indies  are  likely  to  be  saved.  The  danger  is,  that 
this  favourable  event  may  reinvigorate  our  impracticable  phrenzy  of 
reconquering  America ;  the  most  certain  way  of  our  not  recovering 
it.  L*eland  is  in  great  danger,  if  we  apply  our  American  ideas  to  it ; 
but,  alas!  experience  and  misfortune  have  not  yet  operated  as 
medicines! 

That  old  meteor,  Wilkes,  has  again  risen  above  the  horizon,  when 
he  had  long  seemed  virtually  extinct.  The  citizens,  revolted  from 
the  Court  on  the  late  disgraces,  have  voted  him  into  the  post  of 
Chamberlain  of  London,  a  place  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year. 
How  Massaniello  and  Rienzi  and  Jack  Cade  would  stare  at  seeing 
him  sit  down  as  comfortebly  as  an  Alderman  of  London ! — ^If  he 
should  die  of  a  surfeit  of  custard  at  last ! 

I  had  forgotten  myself;  but  you  see  I  am  much  better  to-day. 
My  pains  are  gone  off,  and  I  rose  to-day  at  noon,  after  keeping  my 
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bod  ihree  days.  Sa£Fermg8  have  taught  me  to  estimate  ilieir  abaenoe 
at  the  rate  of  health  and  happinesB. 

Thank  you  for  the  poem  of  Mrs.  Montagu  on  Shakeepeai^  whidi 
your  nephew  brought  me.  I  do  not  admire  the  poetry,  thou^ 
in  Italian,  which  methinks  it  is  difficult  to  present  from  eaundiog 
poetical ;  but  I  like  much  the  author's  just  attadk  on  Voltaire  te 
haying  pillaged  Shakespeare,  at  whom  he  died  railing. 

If  one  meteor  is  re-illuminated,  another  is  eztinck  Lord  Lyttelfam 
is  dead  suddenly.  Suddenly  in  this  country  is  alwajrs  at  first  con- 
strued to  mean,  by  a  pistol.  But  it  is  not  biown  yet  whether  Man 
or  YenussuppHed  the  ammunition;  and  I  may  not  be  very  accurate 
in  dates,  though  they  Ue  within  the  compass  of  three  days.  He  had 
on  Thursday  made  a  violent  speech  against  the  Administration, 
under  which  he  held  the  post  of  Chief  Justice  in  Eyre ;  but  this  was 
not  new :  he  was  apt  to  go  point-blank  into  all  extremes  without 
any  parenthesis  or  decency,  nor  ever  boggled  at  contradicting  Ids 
own  words.  The  story  given  out  is,  that  he  looked  iU,  and  had  said 
he  should  not  Uve  three  days ;  that,  however,  he  had  gone  to  his 
house  at  Epsom  that  night,  or  next  day,  with  a  caravan  of  nymphs ; 
and  on  Saturday  night  had  retired  before  supper  to  take  rhubarb, 
returned,  supped  heartily,  went  into  the  next  room  again,  and  died 
in  an  instant.'  I  should  have  said  more  perhaps  on  Lord  Lyttelton, 
but  was  interrupted,  and  told  a  firesh  event  that  wiU  stifle  the  other. 
Charles  Fox  has  been  slightly  wounded  in  the  side  this  morning  in  a 
duel.  Adam,  a  Scot,  and  nephew  of  the  architect's,  a  man  of  a  very 
suspicious  character,  has  for  two  or  three  years  distinguished  himself 
by  absurd  speeches, — often,  though  a  Scot,  pointed  against  Lord 
North :  but  on  Thursday  last  he  uttered  a  most  ridiculous  one,  in 
which  he  said,  that,  though  he  had  left  the  House  last  year  pre> 
possessed  against  Administration,  yet  he  had  been  converted  to  them 
by  reading  the  examinations  of  the  Generals ;  who,  he  perceived, 
had  been  more  to  blame  than  the  Ministers.  This  rhapsody  Fox 
had  ridiculed  in  the  highest  degree  with  infinite  wit  and  argument. 
Adam  felt  the  sarcasm  to  the  quick,  and  after  the  debate  asked  an 
explanation.  Fox  told  him  he  had  meant  no  personal  invective, 
and  they  parted.    At  three  tins  morning  Adam  sent  an  officer  to 

^  Lord  Lyttelton'i  house  at  Epsom  was  eallod  Hit  Plaoe.  The  "euwrntk  of 
njmphs  "  inclod«d  Margnrot  Amphleti  and  her  lister  Christian  Amphleit»  both  of 
whom  ace  Ubeially  remembered  by  Lord  Lyttelton  in  his  WiU. — Cumuoham. 
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Faz»  to  say  he  had  read  a  yery  injurious  detail  of  the  afiEEur  in  the 
newspapers,  and  desired  Fox  to  oontradiot  it  He  wroto  an  answer, 
saying  he  was  not  answerable  fmr  newspapers ;  but  assured  him^ 
under  his  hand,  that  he  had  meant  nothiog  injurious,  and  Adam 
might  show  that  reply.  Not  oontent,  Adam  retumedi  that  his 
firienda  were  not  satisfied,  and  that  Mr.  Fox  must  print  the  letter. 
"  That  is  too  much/'  said  Fox ;  and  at  eight  this  morning  they  went 
into  Hyde  Park.  Adam  fired  first,  and  the  ball  grazed  Fox's  side 
slightly;  but  he  fired,  and  then  said,  ''Mr.  Adam,  are  you 
satisfied  P*'  Tou  will  feel  horror  at  the  reply.  "  No,*'  said  Adam, 
'*  you  must  print  your  letter/'  Still,  "  No,''  said  Fox.  Adam  fired 
again,  and  missed ;  and  then  Fox  fired  in  the  air,  and  it  ended.' 

P.S.  As  my  letter  was  sealing,  to  whioh  my  paper  would  not  let 
me  make  any  conclusion,  I  received  yours  of  the  13th ;  to  which, 
being  just  got  into  bed,  I  cannot  reply  now.  All  I  will  say  is,  that 
groat  part  of  your  news  is  true ;  many  of  the  Spanish  vessels  are 
returned  home ;  D'Estaing's  fieet  is  dispersed ;  I  know  nothing  of 
Martinioo  and  their  Domingo-men. — Your  nephew  was  with  me  this 
morning :  I  rejoioe  in  what  you  tell  me  of  Us  views. 


1870.    TO  THB  COUNTESS  OF  OSSORT. 

Berkdey  Sgfuare,  Noit,  29, 1779. 

Though  you  command.  Madam,  it  would  be  impertinent  and 
ridiculous  to  talk  of  mjrself,  when  at  the  same  time,  the  post  will 
Dring  you  Lord  Ossory's  account  of  Mr.  Fox's  dueL  Gould  such  an 
old  story  as  the  gout  expect  to  fill  a  cranny  of  your  attention  at  such 
a  moment  P  Would  not  you  hate  anybody  or  letter  that  could  not 
answer  fifty  questions  you  want  to  ask  in  a  breath  P  I  would  answer 
them  beforehand  if  I  were  not  just  got  into  bed  with  a  little  return 

>  This  is  not  oonreet  The  foUowing  k  the  gUtament  of  the  two  Moondi,  General 
Fitspatiick  and  Idgor  Hnmbenton :— "  Mr.  Adam  fired,  and  wounded  Mr.  Fox, 
wliich  we  beliere  was  not  at  all  peroeiTed  by  Mr.  Adam,  as  it  was  not  distinctly 
seen  bj  either  of  oorselTes.  Mr.  Fox  fired  without  effbct ;  we  then  interfered, 
asking  Mr.  Adam  if  he  was  satisfied.  Mr.  Adam  replied,  '  Will  Mr.  Fox  declare  he 
meant  no  personal  attack  upon  mj  character  1'  Upon  which  Mr.  Fox  said,  this  was 
DO  place  for  apologies,  and  desired  him  to  go  on.  Mr.  Adam  fired  his  second  pistol 
without  effect ;  Mr.  Fox  fired  his  remaining  pistol  in  the  air ;  and  then  saying,  as  the 
affair  was  ended,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  declaring  that  he  meant  no  more  personal 
aflfront  to  Mr.  Adam  than  he  did  to  either  of  the  other  gentlemen  present  Mr. 
Adam  replied,  'Sir,  you  hare  behaTod  like  a  zuan  of  honour.'  Mr.  Fox  then 
mentioned  that  he  beared  himself  wounded  ;  and,  upon  opening  his  waUtcoal,  it 
was  found  it  was  so,  but^  to  all  appeaianoe,  slifi^tly." — WaiaHt. 
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of  paiiu  Oh,  and  Lord  Lyttdton' — ^in  about  three  hours  your 
Ladyship  will  want  to  know  all  about  him  too.  Would  I  conU 
satii^  youy  but  just  now  I  am  not  able,  and  therefore,  after  th  anting 
you  a  thousand  times,  I  must  bid  myself  good  night,  and  will 
answer  your  letter  as  soon  as  it  is  in  my  power. 


1871.    TO  THX  BEY.  WILLIAM  MAdOF. 

Berkeley  Square,  N<m»  29, 1779. 

I  DESIRED  Mr.  Stonhewer  on  Saturday  to  write  to  you,  and  to 
tell  you  why  I  oould  not  From  him  or  from  the  newspapers,  who 
know  everything  as  well  and  as  soon  as  anybody,  you  will  have 
leamt  that  the  edifice  of  the  majority  does  not,  like  the  chief  temple 
of  the  Philistines,  rest  on  two  dight  pillars,  which  being  remoTed, 
the  whole  &bric  fell  to  pieces,  but  when  pilasters  take  themselTes 
fer  buttresses,  no  wonder  they  are  mistaken.  Such  has  been  ihe 
&te  of  the  Lords  Gh>wer  and  Weymouth,  and  I  wish  eyerybody  saw 
them  in  as  contemptible  a  light  as  I  do.  The  last  has  attempted  to 
avoid  no  degree  of  shame,  for  he  is  actually  run  away  to  Longleai 
However,  they  do  not  give  up  the  game,  but  have  a  matadore  stiU 
to  play  a  black  ace. 

So  you  think  that  we  are  still  living  on  Thursdajr's  debate  and 
division  I  You  are  extremely  mistaken,  good  Sir ;  we  have  fresh 
events  every  morning,  not  revolutions  indeed,  nor  sea-fights,  nor 
rebellions — all  in  good  time.  But  we  can  furnish  jrou  eveiy  day 
with  occurrences  so  strange  and  unexpected,  that  you  folks  in  the 
country  would  live  on  a  single  one  for  three  months.  Gome,  what 
do  you  like  P  what  do  you  choose  P  Is  not  a  sudden  death  very 
comfortable  in  a  long  winter's  evening  over  a  sea-coal  fire  P  or  is  a 
duel  more  to  your  taste  P  What  young  profligate  would  you  wish 
hurried  out  of  the  world  in  an  instant — ^I  mean  only  as  a  beautiful 
flower  that  would  dose  a  sermon  delicately,  that  you  are  composing 
oathe  debaucheries  and  gaming  of  the  age  P  Would  not  there  be 
still  more  dignity  in  it,  if  he  were  a  young  peer  P  or  shall  he  be  a 
fashionable  orator  P  or  a  grave  judge— or  shall  he  be  all  three  P  You 
are  a  little  difficult,  Mr.  Mason,  and  yet  in  these  times  much  may 
bo  done  to  serve  a  firiend.    Or  what  think  you  of  a  single  oombi^ 

'  ''ThomM,  Lord  Lyiielton,  waf  a  meteor,  wlioae  rapid  eztinetion  eould  not  be 
regretted.  Hie  danling  eloquence  had  no  solidity,  and  Us  poetry  no  graoee  tlnl 
oo«ld  atone  for  itt  indeiieat^."    WalpM§  Works,  toL  i.  p.  640.— Cukiiirobiv. 
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seasoned  with  a  little  spioe  of  premeditated  assaasmation  h  la  Sam 
Martin,  which  pray  observe  does  not  signify  Saint  Martin. 

Welly  then,  I  will  try  to  please  you  if  I  can.  Know  then  that  on 
Saturday  night  one  of  His  Majesty's  Chief  Justices  in  Eyre/  after 
haying  vented  a  warm  philippic  on  Thursday  against  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  after  having  retired  to  his  house  at  Epsom  on  Friday, 
attended  only  by  four  virgins,  whom  he  had  picked  up  in  the  Strand, 
and  aft^r  having  supped  plentifully  on  the  said  Saturday  on  fish  and 
venison,  finding  himself  indisposed,  went  to  bed,  rung  his  bell  in  ten 
minutes,  and  in  one  minute  after  the  arrival  of  his  servant,  expired  ! 
But  what  signifies  sudden  death  without  forewarning  P  He  had  said 
on  Thursday  that  he  should  die  in  three  days,  had  dreamt  so  and 
felt  it  would  be  so :  on  Saturday  he  said, ''  If  I  outlive  to-day  I  shall 
go  on ; " — ^but  enough  of  him.    My  next  event  is  worth  ten  of  this. 

As  Lord  Lyttelton  had  spoken  against  the  Ministers,  Mr.  Adam, 
nephew  of  the  architects,  spoke  for  them.  It  is  supposed  that  when- 
ever Scotland  was  dissatisfied  with,  pooh  I  I  mean,  not  satisfied  by. 
Lord  North,  Adam  was  delegated  to  run  at  him  ;  and  now  and  then 
might  have  a  plenary  indulgence  from  the  Pope  for  talking  the 
language  of  opposition,  in  order  to  worm  out  secrets — ^poor  souls  I 
as  if  they  had  any  I 

Well,  on  Thursday  he  made  a  most  absurd  speech  in  favour  of 
the  Court,  which  Charles  Fox  tore  piecemeal  with  infinite  humour 
and  argument,  which  tortured  the  patient  so  much  that  next  day  he 
asked  an  explanation.  Fox  assured  him  he  had  meant  nothing 
personal,  but  had  a  right  to  dislocate  his  arguments,  and  he  was 
satisfied ;  but  on  Sunday  he  sent  a  Scotch  major'  to  Fox  to  complain 
of  the  state  of  the  debate  in  the  newspapers,  and  to  desire  Mr.  Fox 
would  contradict  and  declare  his  good  opinion  of  him.  Fox  returned 
for  answer,  that  he  was  not  responsible  for  accounts  in  newspapers ; 
that  it  was  harder  still  if  on  their  misrepresentation  he  must  give  a 
good  character  of  any  man  they  abused  :  he  again  declared  he  had 

*  On  the  liiigalar  dreomfUnoes  said  to  hare  attended  Lord  Lyttelton's  deatli, 
•ee  Maorioe'fl  '  Memoin  of  an  Author/  part  iU.  p.  29.  "  In  a  dream,  there  appeared, 
■tanding  at  the  foot  of  his  bed,  a  beautiful  diminutive  female  figure,  with  a  small  bird 
perched  on  her  finger.  The  apparition  announced  to  him  that  the  third  night, 
precisely  at  twelTe,  his  death  would  take  place.  He  was  found  dead  by  his  valeft^ 
with  his  watch  in  his  hand,  and  the  hand  just  past  the  fatal  hour.**  See  also 
'Memoirs  of  Frederick  Reynolds/  toL  iL  pp.  192—196;  and  'Gentleman's  Msg., 
Sept  1S87.  There  is  an  account  of  him  by  Mr.  Pennington,  in  the  '  Memoirs  of  Misa 
Outer/  and  in  '  Chatham  Correspondence/  vol  It.  p.  844. — Mitvoed.  For  further 
partioolars  consult  the  '  Quarterly  Reyiew '  for  December  1861  (No.  179), '  Boswell ' 
bj  Croker,  p.  7tf8.  and  Sir  Walter  Scott's  'Demonology  and  Witchcraft.'  The  writet 
in  the  Quarterly  endeavours  to  prove  that  Lyttelton  was  Junius. — CuaiiiiioaAM. 

^  Miyor  T.  Mackeoaie  Humberston. — CuaimaBAif. 
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intended  no  offence^  and  that  Mr.  Adam  was  welcome  to  flbow  tliat 
deolaration  to  anybody.  After  consult  had,  Adam  retnmed  flut 
Mr.  Fox  must  print  that  recantation.  ''  Hold  I  *'  said  Fox,  '*  not  so 
far  neither.*' — Oh  I  I  fbrgot  the  principal  ciicamstanoe  of  all:  Adam 
added  that  hkjrienda  wonldnot  be  satisfied  under  less  than  publica- 
tion. At  eight  this  morning  they  went  into  Hyde  Park,  Fox  with 
Fitzpatricky  Adam  with  his  Major  Hnmberston  for  seconds.  Adam 
fired,  and  the  ball  womided  Charles  Fox's  side,  though  very  slightly: 
he  thenfiredy  missed,  and  said, "  Now,  Mr.  Adam,  are  you  satisfied?" 

Near  as  you  are  to  the  Tweed  you  will  not  guess  the  reply,  **  No," 
said  Adam ;  **  you  must  still  print  your  letter.''  Nothing  oould  be 
more  unjust,  more  unfair.  They  had  fought  because  Fox  would  not 
consent  to  that  pretension.  Fox  with  the  same  firmness  and  temper 
with  which  he  had  conducted  himself  through  the  whole  affair 
peremptorily  refused,  and  the  bloodhound  again  fired,  but  missed, 
and  then  Fox  fired  into  the  air  and  it  ended. 

An  odd  circumstance  larded  this  history.  Humberston  was  waiting 
for  him  at  Fox's  house,  and  so  was  Sheridan:  when  Charles  was  come 
home  and  had  despatched  the  bravo,  Sheridan  said,  **  Pray  who  is 
that  ill-looking  fellow  P  he  looks  Uke  the  carrier  of  a  challenge." 

Well,  I  am  sure  I  have  made  amends  for  having  been  punished 
by  the  gout,  and  here  too  have  I  been  writing  in  bed  till  eleven  at 
night,  but  thank  you  I  am  better  and  was  in  the  other  room  fixmi 
twelve  till  six  to-day,  when  my  pains  returned ;  yet  finding  Hiem 
easier  at  nine,  I  was  eager  to  be  the  first  to  tell  you  two  suoh 
strange  events.  Half  the  town  have  been  reading  the  latter  oorre* 
spondence  in  Charles  Fox's  room  the  whole  morning,  and  I  received 
it  piping  hot^  except  that  I  have  abridged  it  a  little,  firom  a  very 
accurate  reporter.    Adieu,  or  the  bellman  will  be  gone.* 


'  TO  CBI  BOV.  BOKlOl  WALPOLI. 

Dbak  Sib,  York,  Dog.  7, 1779L 

I  OAVHOT  enough  thmnk  jon  for  jovr  most  friendly  attention  to  me  in  eombttllng 
eren  pain  itself  to  giro  me  pleasure  by  yoor  ooirespondence.  I  assore  yon  the 
pleasure  I  reoeire  is  great,  and  I  only  lament  that  I  ean  make  you  no  return,  for  the 
dulness  of  this  place  is  inoonoeiyable.  We  are,  howoTor,  going  to  bestir  onrselTes  a 
little,  and  there  are  wheels  in  motion  towards  bringing  this  large  county  together  to 
a  general  meeting.  Whether  the  measure  will  be  carried  into  execution,  I  am  not  yet 
certain ;  if  it  is,  it  will  hare  this  merit,  that  it  arises  entirely  from  a  set  of  privale 
independent  gentlemen,  without  any  lordly  leader  whatefer.  Its  otjeet  wiU  be  to 
consider  the  oritical  state  of  our  landed  property,  ftc,  and  to  petition,  and  perhaps 
remonstrate  accordingly.  I  hear  you  say,  what  wUl  all  this  signify  t  Hare  you  not 
petitioned  and  remonstrated  before  t  and  pray  what  came  of  them  t  True,  and  as  little 
will  come  of  what  we  shall  now  do.  I  know  all  this ;  yet  it  will  show  that  we  hare 
not  abeolutely  lost  all  feeling,  and  it  will  tend  to  put  certain  folka  still  more  in  th^ 


im.]  TO  THB  ooimms  of  ouobt.  m 


Itn    TO  THl  C0UNT1B8  OF  08S0BT. 

nunda^  evening,  Dec  %  1779. 

YoTTB  Ladyship  mwt  ezcofle  anotbsr  short  answer  to  the  letter  I 
have  this  moment  received,  for  I  am  extremely  weak  and  low,  the 
eoDseqmenoe  always  of  the  £9Yer  going  off.  My  pains  are  gone  every- 
where bat  in  my  rij^tannand  hand, whioh last  is  uneasy  enough; 
hot  then  I  sleep  and  dose  ezoeedin^y ;  a  most  fortunate  faculty  in 
enethat  is  so  kmg  decaying. 

I  am  vexed  that  Lord  Ossory  or  your  Ladyship  should  think  it 
mecessaiy  to  make  an  apology  for  his  not  calling  on  me  before  he 
went:  I  thought  he  called  very  often  in  so  short  a  space ;  and  I  am 
always  upon  my  guard  not  to  let  my  tiresome  illnesses  torment  others 
too.  How  should  Lord  Ossory,  who  comes  but  for  a  moment,  and 
lias  a  thousand  friends,  amusements,  and  politics,  to  drink  at  a 

wrong.  Lftfi  port  brought  mo  s  weighty  |Nick«t  from  my  friend  Ftmot,  io  heavy, 
that  I  wonder  hb  mm  not  aahamed  to  load  the  poet  with  it  All,  howoTer,  is  not  gold 
that  ia  ponderoaa.  Twai  Mr.  Bden'a  leCten  to  Lofd  Carliale,  and  I  hare  read  them, 
and  am  not  eomforted  by  them  ao  mneh  as  his  eorrespondent  was  either  by  them  or 
his  neir  rfneenre.  Ha  Idls  na  on  the  temfortleis  side  that  the  eombined  fleets  are 
muoh  larger  than  onn;  and  in  the  Tory  next  page,  to  eomfort  n%  that  onr  present 
fleet  is  b^ond  eompara  the  best  in  the  world.  Throw  saeh  oomlbrt "  to  the  dogs»  ru 
ttone  of  it  1  *  AU  I  ean  learn  from  it  is,  that  thong^  we  are  already  taxed  more  than 
(Sfor  ire  were,  we  are  eapable  of  paying  still  greater  taxes,  and  therefiwe  we  ong^t  to 
pay  them  freely,  without  any  le^roepeet,  to  those  who  hare  of  late  imposed  tbem  to 
aneh  ineffeetnal  porposei  Suppose  Lord  Ljttelton  had  reooTered  the  breaking  of  hia 
Uood-reftsel,  and  a  phydciaa  luid  told  him,  "  My  Lord,  yon  loit  two  quarts  of  bldod, 
and  the  weakneas  of  yonr  Uood-Tessel  waa  ooeasioned  by  your  debaaeheries.  Ton 
ought,  therefore,  to  go  on  in  yonr  debaaeheries,  becanse  the  human  body  oontaina 
many  gaUons  of  blood."  His  Lordship  perhaps  might  hare  approTod  the  adviee,  but 
I  trust  the  nation  aie  not  all  of  them  Lord  I^rtteltona.  O  merey  on  me  I  a  letter 
Just  oome  from  Alderson,  and  he  tells  me  that  the  west  wind  whidi  blew  so  Tiolently 
on  Thursday  night  haa  tore  off  a  great  deal  of  my  flne  Westmoreland  slate ;  that  the 
alate,  in  IhUing,  haa  broken  all  the  panes  in  the  Tory  window  of  that  best  bed- 
^junber  where  my  Lady  Conyen  and  Mr.  Byron  ooi\{ugally  reposed ;  that  not  only 
my  Lady,  but  e?en  her  military  q>ouse^  were  greatly  alarmed,  and  obliged  to  qmU 
their  apartment ;  and  that  it  stiU  rains  so  yiolenUy,  that  it  is  doubted  whe^er  the  twJt 
ean  be  repaired  before  the  inside  eeiling  is  damaged.  To  this  sad  detail  I  hear  you 
cry  Tory  eomposedly  ''a  Just  Judgment!"  Howefor,  I  find  they  ai«  not  so 
frightened  but  they  will  stUl  keep  their  head-qoarten  at  Aston,  though  Mr.  Byron 
lias  reoeiTed  orders  to  remove  his  recruiting  party  to  Beverley,  which  hj  the  neareat 
roads  (iHiich  are  now  impassable)  is  ilfty  miles,  and  by  York  above  eighty.  No 
matter,  his  Mijesty's  service  will  go  on  ftiU  as  well  as  ever  it  did  for  all  that^  and  so 
«nda  my  Aston  gaiette  extraordinary. 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir, 

Most  e<Mrdially  yours, 

W.  Masov. 
F^  in  return  give  me  a  better  account  of  your  gout  than  I  have  of  my  houM. 
To&b  vn.  1 
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draughty  have  time  to  oome  and  sip  my  dregs  of  goutP  Smely, 
sorelyy  Mr.  Fox's  duel  was  soffideiit  to  occupy  him  wholly  for  two 
days.  Of  all  dueb,  on  true  or  fedse  record,  this  was  the  most  p^- 
fectl  So  much  temper,  sense,  propriety,  easy  good-humour,  and 
natural  good-nature,  on  a  base  of  firmness  and  spirit,  never  were 
assembled.  For  Mr.  Adam,  I  cannot  describe  him,  as  I  nerer 
extracted  malevolence  out  of  the  fogs  of  the  Highlands. 

Of  poor  Lady  Jane  [Scott],  I  own,  I  did  not  care  to  speak  to  your 
Lady^p,  as  I  knew  how  you  would  lament  her ;  nor  can  I  teQ  yoa 
mudb  now  about  her  death  or  Will.  I  think  her  low  spirits  began 
before  Lady  Blandford's  death ;  yet  that  might  increase  them.  Th^ 
increased  to  the  greatest  degree,  and  at  last  she  died  of  obstinately 
refusing  nourishment  The  Qreenwich  did  pretend  to  take  caie  of 
her ;  I  don't  know  whether  she  did,  but  I  know  she  talked  brutally 
about  her.  I  have  heard  that  Lady  Jane  has  left  her  fortune  to 
Lady  Frances,  but  am  not  sure. 

I  have  heard  Mr.  Tickell's  poem  read  once,  and  thought  the 
b^;inning  very  bad.  The  allusions  are  not  at  all  just,  but  forced  into 
the  service  by  vile  puns.  Towards  the  end  there  seems  some  very 
pretty  lines ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  i  quoi  ban  f  i  quel  prqpas  f  I 
believe  it  was  meant  for  a  satire,  but  the  author  winked,  and  it 
flashed  in  the  pan. 

I  have  not  seen  the  Prologue,  Madam,  but  should  seriously 
take  it  very  kindly  if  you  would  send  me  a  copy ;  indeed  I  want 
amusement. 

I  have  not  breath  to  dictate  more,  and  must  take  my  leave. 


1878L    TO  THS  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Beridejf  Sputrt,  Deo,  6, 1779. 

I  BBTUBN  both  poems,  Madam,  with  the  fidelity  and  gratitude 
which  they,  the  author,  and  your  Ladyship,  deserve  from  me.  The 
lines  to  'Delia'  are  very  poetic,  dressed  with  all  the  genteel  ease 
of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick.  The  Prologue  [to  *The  Critic']  is  charming; 
and  a  short,  just,  and  compendious  history  of  the  English  stage. 

I  am  told  my  account  of  Lady  Jane's  WiU  was  wrong,  and  ihat 
she  has  left  her  original  10,000/.  to  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  and  to 
Lady  Frances,  only  250/.  a  year,  Petersham,  and  1000/.  in  money ; 
so  the  public  had  made  a  better  Will  for  her. 

I  lament  not  being  able  to  be  to-day  where  I  seldom  wish  myadf^ 
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in  the  House  of  Gommoiui;  bat  if  I  opened  the  current  of  regrets 
fhey  wonld  soon  swell  to  a  torrent ;  and  I  had  better  bid  your  Lady- 
ship good  night»  since  I  have  nothing  new  to  tell  yon. 


1S74.    TO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  MAflOK. 

BerMtff  Btpuwtf  Dec  11, 1779. 

Teds  very  morning  after  I  wrote  to  you  last,  the  gout  seized  my 
right  hand  and  still  keeps  possession,  not  that  I  have  had  anything 
particular  to  tell  you ;  the  papers  are  full  of,  and  accurate  enough  in 
debates,  and  by  them  majorities  are  no  whit  affiscted.  The  two 
seceding  Lords  [Gh>wer  and  Weymouth]  made  a  very  silly  figure ; 
one  has  seceded  from  his  own  secession  and  speech,  and  the  other 
from  his  secession  into  the  country.  MacDonald,'  the  former's  son-in- 
law,  has  made  as  absurd,  Ihough  not  so  black  a  figure  as  Adam.  He 
abused  Lord  North  in  very  gross,  yet  too  applicable  terms,  and  next 
day  pleaded  he  had  been  drunk,  recanted,  and  was  all  admiration 
and  esteem  ft)r  his  Lordship's  talents  and  virtues;  so  much  for 
Parliament  I 

Lord  Haroourt  has  told  you  a  better  anecdote  than  any  of  these : 
there  is  no  improying  upon  it 

You  bear  the  effects  of  the  storm  with  great  philosophy  indeed. 
Some  folks,  I  see,  push  old  proverbs  to  both  extremities  and  can 
touch  nothing,  but  they  bring  a  new  house  upon  their  heads.  Old 
ones,  however  more  solid,  tumble  too  at  a  certain  fatal  touch.  The 
removal  of  the  south  terrace  at  Windsor  has  endangered,  ay,  cracked 
that  whole  range  of  buildings,  and  the  grantees  of  the  lodgings  have 
removed  their  goods  and  fdmiiure  lest  all  should  be  crushed. 

I  am  glad  you  have  tasted  of  Mr.  Eden's  four  plates  of  Blanc 
Manger  stewed  with  caraway  comfits.  Though  they  must  have 
soon  palled  your  stomach,  never  was  such  an  insipid  eniremita  dished 
np  by  a  gentleman  confectioner. 

Mr.  Tickell's  hodge-podge  of  Partrides  and  House  of  Oommons  is 
as  silly,  though  afterwards,  here  and  there,  there  are  eight  or  ten 
pretty  lines.  I  have  read  Sheridan's  '  Critic,'  but  not  having  seen  it| 
for  they  say  it  is  admirably  acted,  it  appeared  wondroualy  flat  and 
old,  and  a  poor  imitation ;  it  makes  me  fear  I  shall  not  be  so  much 
charmed  with  'The  School  for  Scandal '  on  reading,  as  I  was  wlien 
I  saw  it 

1  Archibald  MaeDonald,  brother  of  Lord  MacDonsld,  tad  M.P.  far  HiadoB.— 
CmimMOHAM. 
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If  yon  can  send  ms  any  stories  of  ghosb  <mt  of  the  Norfiit  Hbgf 
will  be  Tery  irdoome— Lord  Lyttelton's  Tiaoii  hat  reriTed  the  taste; 
fhough  it  seems  a  little  odd  tiiat  an  apparition  should  desoair  of 
being  able  to  get  aooess  to  his  Lordship's  bed  in  the  shape  of  a  young 
woman,  without  being  foroed  to  nse  the  disgoise  of  a  xobiQ-ied- 
breast. 

If  your  Oonnty  remonstrate,  it  will  be  met  halfway  by  the  Soatt. 
They  talk  of  a  like  rebuke  from  Hampshire,  where  there  is  already  a 
sturdy  opposition  to  the  court  candidate,  as  there  is  in  BeYonshiii 
too.  Lreland  I  fear  is  going  much  fEtfter,  but  with  what  are  not  we 
threatenedP  yet  persereranoe  in  the  Ammcan  war  is  at  this  moment 
avowed!  Is  it  possible  to  write  on,  when  one  has  told  yon  the 
excess  of  distraction  P 
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When  Lord  Ossory  is  in  town,  my  dear  Madam,  my  letters  are 
oseless ;  and,  when  I  can  only  dictate  they  are  not  only  (jf^nAs  and 
insipid,  but  force  me  to  exert  my  faint  voioe  more  than  I  can  afford. 
I  am  now  trying  to  scratch  out  a  few  lines  with  my  muffled  hand ; 
and  the  effcurt  must  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  length.  In  fieust,  I  am 
impatient  to  thank  your  I^yship  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  for  his 
intended  offering  to  the  armoury  at  Strawberry,  where  it  shall  be 
consecrated  on  the  4th  of  November,  a  more  solemn  holiday  tibere 
than  the  5th.  I  recollect  a  story  of  James  L,  who,  being  seized  wifli 
the  colic  as  he  was  hunting,  stepped  into  a  cottage,  and  complainings 
the  good  woman  of  the  house  recommended  abulletto  him  to  swallow, 
which  she  assuredhim  had  done  wonders,  andhad  often  passed  through 
her  whole  family.  I  will  preserve  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's  present  carefully, 
that  so  iovereign  a  medicine  may  have  a  chance  of  returning  whence 
it  came ;  and,  in  ease  of  need,  of  going  through  all  the  Soots  that 
deserve  it 

You  know.  Madam,  I  can  give  you  no  account  of  new  beauties 
but  what  I  hear :  Miss  Gh>re  is  much  admired.  Miss  Lennox  is  said 
to  be  very  well,  but  no  more. 

Lord  Ossory's  speech  was  thought  very  sensible  and  proper,  and  to 
have  no  fault  but  its  brevity,  which  is  never  charged  on  speeches  that 
are  not  liked.  Hitherto  all  goes  well  for  Ireland :  I  fervently  hope 
the  Irish  will  be  as  reasonable. 


1778.]  TO  SIR  HOEAOI  ILiKH. 

Beoommead  books  to  700,  Madam  I^— w)iy»  the  manufacture  is  lost 
both  in  England  and  France  1  I  believe  nothing  will  be  printed 
soon  but  ship  news ;  and  Wilkes's  and  Temple  Lnttrell's  speeehesi 
which  they  print  themselYes. 

If  Lord  Ossory  ii  returned  to-day»  as  I  condude,  pray  tell  him, 
Madam,  that  I  shall  have  a  gallery  of  Dusseldorp  for  him  at  the 
original  rate  of  six  guineas. 

You  see,  Madam,  there  was  no  such  mirade  in  Buddnger  ^  writing 
with  his  stump!  I  have  some  notion  that  all  the  limbs  and 
members  may  serve  as  coadjutors  to  the  others;  but  I  will  not 
Buimise  how  fieur  that  may  be  carried,  lest  old  folks  like  me  should,  as 
ihey  are  apt,  attempt  riidioulous  experiments. 


IST6.    TO  8IB  HOBiLOX  MANK. 

Berhdey  Sqvart,  Dec  20, 1779. 

BniGB  mine  of  the  30th  of  last  month,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  write  a  line  myself;  nor  can  yet:  the  gout  took  and  keeps 
possession  of  my  right  hand,  and  returned  last  week  into  the  foot, 
knee,  and  wrist  of  tiiie  same  side.  I  think  it  is  again  departing ; 
hat,  like  war,  it  makes  many  skirmishes  after  one  thmks  the 
campaign  ii  over.  Your  nephew,  I  hope  and  beUeve,  has  written 
more  than  once  in  tiiie  interval ;  and,  I  suppose,  given  you  a  sketch 
cf  Parliamentary  transactions,  which,  though  warm  enough,  have 
produoed  no  material  event  or  alteration.  The  most  important 
object  of  all  even  now  in  question  has  not  received  tiiie  least  rub ; 
and,  which  is  better  still,  promises  all  appearance  of  being  crowned 
with  soeoesa.  Great  coneessiona  to  Ireland  have  been  adopted,  are 
oailing  through  both  Houses  with  &vourable  gales,  have  been  notified 
tolrdand,  and  have  pleased  there,  and  we  trust  will  restore  hannony 
between  these  islands.  We  havQ  the  sense  to  trespass  on  the 
formalities  of  Chriabnas,  and  for  once  prefer  wisdom  to  going  out  of 
lown  the  moment  it  is  fiishiooable. 

The  holidays,  however,  are  not  without  subjects  of  rejoicing ;  we 
have  taken  from  Spain  a  sturdy  fort  on  the  Mosquito  shore,  two  rich 
xegister  ships,  and  porqudiced  them  still  mote  by  bringing  off  the 
provision  cdT  quicksilver  for  thdr  nunes^  which  thd  captors  nobly 
refused  to  restore  for  the  large  o£Ear  of  three  hundred  thousand 

^  H«  wat  Ibad  of  thii  iUwIation.    Sse  toL  It.  p.  169.— OumaaHAX. 
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ponncbs.  The  generous  tars^  too^  have  admitted  flieir  oompaniens 
the  landmen  into  a  participation  of  the  booty.  One  sailor  ahines 
brighter  than  all  their  constellation :  one  of  the  first  to  moimt  the 
scaling-ladder,  he  jumped  on  the  platform  with  a  sabre  in  each  hand ; 
but,  finding  there  a  Spaniard  swordless,  the  Briton,  with  the  air  of  a 
Paladin,  tossed  one  of  his  weapons  to  him,  and  said,  ''  Now  we  are 
on  equal  terms  I  ** 

Having  no  more  public  erents  to  teU  you,  I  am  sorry  I  must  leqp 
to  a  private  story,  in  which  there  is  fiur  from  being  either  bravery  or 
gallantry,  but  which  is  savage  enough  to  have  been  transmitted  from 
the  barbarians  on  the  Mosquito  shore,  whether  Indian  or  Spanish; 
for  the  latter,  who  had  previously  taken  a  fort  from  us,  had  acted  a 
little  in  the  style  of  their  original  exploits  in  America.  Well !  bat 
my  story  comes  only  'cross  the  Iridi  Ohannel.  Lord  C,  a  recent 
peer  of  that  kingdom,  and  married  to  a  great  heiress  there,  a  very 
amiable  woman,  had,  however,  a  more  favourite  mistress.  The 
nymph,  like  my  Lord,  was  no  mirror  of  constancy,  but  preferred  a 
younger,  handsomer  swain.  The  Peer,  frantic  with  jealousy, 
discovered  an  assignation,  and,  hiring  four  bravoes,  broke  in  upon 
the  lovers ;  when,  presenting  a  pistol  to  tiiie  head  of  his  rival,  he 
bade  him  make  instant  option  of  being  shot,  or  reduced  to  the 
inability  of  giving  any  man  jealousy.  The  poor  young  man  was  so 
ungallant  as  to  prefer  a  chance  for  life  on  any  terms.  The  brutal 
Lord  ordered  his  four  ruffians  to  seize  the  criminal,  and  with  his  own 
hand  performed  the  bloody  operation.  The  victim  died  the  next 
day,  tiiie  murderer  escaped,  but  one  of  his  accomplices  is  taken. 

i^ai. 

We  seem  to  have  made  a  little  eruption  back  into  the  year  1759, 
for  victories  have  arrived,  for  two  days  together.  D'Estaing  is 
defeated,  and  wounded  in  two  places,  at  the  siege  of  the  Savannah 
in  Georgia,  and  has  lost  fifteen  hundred  men ;  so  says  the  Extra- 
ordinary Gazette :  but  I  must  own  there  seems  to  be  a  great  hmhu 
in  the  authority ;  for  it  comes  from  nobody  concerned  in  the  action^ 
not  even  to  those  that  sent  it  to  us.  Lideed,  there  is  nothing  contra- 
dictory tliat  we  have  not  believed  about  D'Estaing  within  these  forty- 
eight  hours:  he  himself,  with  four  other  ships  and  sixteen  transports, 
was  sworn  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  tlie  sea,  by  one  that  saw  tiiem 
there,  or  might  have  seen  them  there,  as  he  was  dose  by  when  they 
set  out.  Then  he  was  landed  in  France ;  and  then  he  was  repulsed 
in  Georgia ;  and  then  his  whole  fleet  revives,  and  re-assembles,  and 
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blocks  up  the  port  of  the  Savannah :  and  now  he  himself  is  indu- 
bitably at  Paris,  as  letters  thenoe  last  night  positively  affirm. 
However,  tiiie  Park  and  Tower  gpms  firmly  believe  tiiie  Gazette's 
aeconnt,  and  huzza'd  yesterday  morning.  I  hope  they  were  in 
the  right,  excepting  on  ^e  entire  existence  of  D'Estaing's  squadron. 
Well  I  you  may  hold  up  your  head  a  little  via  avis  de  Monsieur 
de  Barbantan.  If  new  triimiphs  do  not  pour  in  too  £ast,  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  write  the  next  myself.  At  present  I  am  party  per  pale,  gout 
and  health ;  but  unluckily  the  former  is  on  the  dexter  side,  and 
makes  it  void. 


1S77.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

BmM/8§  Bquattt  D&t,  8^  1779. 

Alas,  Madam,  I  am  very  unlikely  to  enjoy  even  a  more  agree- 
able prison  at  Ampthill :  all  my  advancement  is  retrograde ;  again, 
I  can  neither  walk  nor  write.  The  deluge,  which  your  Ladyship 
calls  mild  weather,  as  I  suppose  Noah  did  the  moment  his  pair  of 
peacocks  ceased  croaking  for  more  rain,  has  brought  back  my  gout 
particularly  into  my  right  hand ;  and,  as  I  had  no  reason  to  expect 
a  return,  I  have  stiU  less  for  gliessing  when  it  will  depart  L^ 
Bristol  died  yesterday  morning  of  the  same  distemperin  his  stomach: 
not  three  months  ago  he  made  a  visit  to  the  Duke  and  Duchess  at 
the  Pavilions,  and  good-naturedly  called  on  me  on  his  return,  to 
persuade  me  to  leave  off  the  use  of  the  bootikins,  and  to  recommend 
a  system  of  applications,  I  forget  what,  that  had  done  wonders  for 
him.  I  rose  and  stamped  hard  with  both  feet  on  the  marble,  and 
said,  **  This  is  what  the  bootikins  do  for  me :  your  Lordship,  though 
now  free  from  the  gout,  has  been  brought  into  my  room  by  two 
servants:  I  will  not  blame  your  Lordship's  method,  but  can  I 
exchange  my  own  for  it  P  **  However,  as  Lord  Bristol  is  delivered 
from  the  gout  and  I  am  not,  it  may  be  a  moot  point  whether  Martha 
or  Mary  has  chosen  the  better  part 

Lord  Coventry  and  Colonel  Hervey  are  Lord  Bristol's  executors. 
He  has  left  an  estate  of  800/.  a  year  that  he  had  purchased  to 
Mrs.  Nesbitt,  for  life,  paying  300/.  a  year  to  his  natural  son  by 
Mrs.  Clarke  (the  Eitty  Hunter  *),  till  of  age,  and  400/.  afterwards, 
he  to  have  the  whole  if  surviving  her;  if  no^  she  and  Colonel 
Hervey  to  have  the  property  of  the  whole.    His  personal  estate, 

'  See  ToL  It.  p.  69.— CmninroHAv. 
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estimated  ftt30,000/L,  Lord  Bristol  diTides  between  Ura.  NesUtt  and 
the  aforesaid  son.  I  do  not  hear  of  another  legacy,  no^  eyen  to  Ik 
sisters.  To  Golopel  Henr^  he  had  in  his  life  giren  Hieir  motbor's 
house  in  Si  James's-plaoe. 

I  know  no  more  of  onr  new  yictories  than  yonr  Ladyship  reads  ia 
the  newspapers  and  gazettes;  noir  can  one  add  to  the  rididile 
which  the  Court  itself  has  thrown  en  ^o  business  in  Georgia,  by 
firing  gunsy  by  e£Ebrts  at  illuminations^  and  by  their  method  a( 
retailing  the  intelligenpeby  an  anonymous  letter,  ^d  by  suppressing 
every  syllable  fix>m  General  Prevost  himself,  &o.  They  had  better 
have  stuck  to  their  triumphs  on  Ihe  Mosquito  shore,  which  were 
heroic  and  perfect  in  every  light,  and  Ihe  narratives  of  whioh  seon 
to  me  the  clearest  relations  of  any  battle  or  siege  I  ever  saw. 

The  proq^ect  does  seem  to  dear  up  happily  in  Ireland.  Oh  that 
we  may  come  a  little  to  our  senses,  and  be  softened  into  some  wisdom 
by  good  fortune,  as  we  have  long  been  hardened  in  &II7  and 
obstinacy,  by  disappointment  and  disgrace  I 

You  are  to  know.  Madam,  that  I  have  in  my  custody  the  indi- 
vidual ebony  cabinet  in  which  Madame  de  S4vign6  kept  her  pens 
and  paper  for  writing  hei^  matchless  letters.  It  was  preserved  near 
Orignan  by  an  old  man  who  mended  her  pens,  and  whose  descendant 
gave  it  last  year  to  Mr.  Selwyn,  as  truly  worthy  of  such  a  sacred 
reUc.  It  wears,  indeed,  all  {he  outward  and  visible  signs  of  fudi 
venerable  preciousness,  for  it  is  clumsy,  cumbersome,  and  ahattered», 
and  inspires  no  more  idea  of  her  spirit  and  Ugireti,  than  the  mouldy 
thigh-bone  of  a  saint  does  of  the  unction  of  his  sermons. 

I  have  full  powers  to  have  it  repaired  and  decorated  as  shi^l  sees^ 
good  in  my  own  eyes,  though  I  had  rather  be  authorised  to  indooe 
and  conceal  it  in  a  dpine  of  gold  and  jewels,  as  princely  bigots  serve 
the  skulls  and  shrivelled  corpses  of  their  patron  saints. 

Lord  Macartney  is  gone  to  Ireland ;  and,  as  many  others  are 
dispersing  themselves,  my  circles  will  be  very  thin,  though  I  must 
depend  upon  them  for  some  time,  for  last  night  and  this  naoming 
I  have  had  pretty  sharp  pain  in  my  hand.  At  the  beginning  of  this 
fit,  your  Ladyship  commended  my  patience ;  alack  I  it  is  what  I  am 
reduced  to  ingraft  upon  temperance,  which  did  not  avail  me.  If  I 
live  to  an  hundred,  I  suppose  I  shall  acquire  all  the  other  virtues 
but  the  one  which  longevity  makes  a  akiecure,  and  oonsequentij 
requires  no  institutLon. 


t::e  liiw  YJKK 


I 


A.-1  f  /ri,  LLN'JX    AND 
Tii-U£:>    i- OUX^  Li  A  liONS 


MISS     CHUDLEIGH. 
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1878.    TO  THB  HIT.  WILLIAM  MASOIT. 

Berideif  S^ptart,  Oriitoiat  Daif,  1779. 

1 8UPF08B  this  will  find  you  like  a  true  refonner  in  the  midsjt  of 
inafhemas  and  minced  pies.  I  am  sorry  fhe  great  Barons  whp 
would  not  budge  a  foot  while  they  had  any  dormant  hopes  of  &your, 
are  coming  to  put  their  sickle  into  the  fimits  of  your  plough. 
Mr.  Fred.  Montagu  was  so  obliging  as  to  call  on  me  and  offer  to 
carry  any  letter  to  you ;  but  at  that  time  I  was  not  able  to  scratch 
out  a  Une,  as  I  do  now,  even  with  a  swaddled  hand,  and  in  truth 
with  so  much  difficulty  that  I  could  engrave  as  expeditiously.  I  have 
had  a  relapse,  though  a  slight  one,  and  called  it  only  a  codicil  to  my 
gout :  Mr.  Gibbon  said  very  well,  ''but  I  fSstncy  it  is  not  in  conse- 
quence of  your  mil.**  Lord  Bristol'  has  outran  me,  and  leaves  an 
Earl-Bishop/  and  a  Countess-Duchess.  Have  you  seen  in  yester- 
day's '  Public  Advertiser '  a  good  oolleotion  of  applications  to  public 
characters  firom  Tom  Thumb,  like  those  with  which  we  were  so 
pestered  last  year  firom  Shakespeare.  The  last,  on  the  bigamist 
Maid  of  Honour  I  have  just  mentionedf  is  one  of  the  happiest 
quotations  I  ever  saw : — 

A  Maid  liko  me  HeaTen  Ibrm'd  at  leaai  for  koo  ; 
X  marridd  him— and  now  111  many  yoiji. 

I  find  the  graviog-tool  too  laborious,  and  must  quit  it^  and  as  I  haTe 
given  my  Secretary  leave  to  go  and  keep  his  Ghiistmas,  this  must 
be  only  a  note,  not  that  I  had  anything  new  to  tell  you  if  I  coul4 
have  continued. 

Tours,  Ac* 

'  Lady  Horr^a  &Toarite  aon,  a  Tloa-Admizal  of  the  Bloe^  and  hnaband  ol  Mii9 
Chadleigh,  DoeheH  of  Kinisiton.    He  died  23rd  Dee.,  1779.— OransoBAx. 
'  fie  waa  niooeeded  by  hia  bfother,  the  Biahop  of  I>erry. — OvmnaeHAM. 

*  «0  nU  BOV.  BOEAOa  WALVOU. 

Tovh,  Dec  28, 1779. 

I  AM  shocked  to  think  thai  when  yon  put  yonnelf  to  so  much  pain  in  writing  to 
me,  I  ahoald  not  be  more  frequent  in  my  retnm  of  letters ;  bat  if  erer  any  man  had 
a  good  ezcose,  I  hare  one  at  present.  Look  only  at  the  inclosed  list — ^the  last  that 
will  be  published ;  count  only  the  names,  and  consider  how  Teiy  actire  a  small  com- 
mittee must  hare  been  to  hare  collected  these  in  the  space  of  a  fortnight.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  measure  of  the  kind  waa  ever  carried  on  to  this  point  with  greater 
•access;  but  beyond  this  point  I  can  frame  but  Uttle  coigeetoie;  The  great  Barona 
pour  in  upon  us  tomorrow  to  do  precisely  what  you  say  they  will  do.  Could  this 
hare  been  prerented  (and  yet  all  we  could  do  was  done  to  preTcnt  it),  F  hare  no 
doubt  our  conclusion  would  h^ye  been  as  prosperous  as  our  beginning.    What  thit 
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1979.    TO  THB  RET.  WILLIAM  OOUL 

Berhdejf  Square,  Dec  S7, 1779. 

I  HAYB  two  good  reasons  against  writing, — nothing  to  say,  and  t 
lame  muffled  hand ;  and  therefore  I  choose  to  write  to  yon,  for  it 
shows  remembrance.  For  these  six  weeks  ahnost  I  haye  been  t 
prisoner  with  the  gout,  but  begin  to  creep  about  my  room.  How 
have  you  borne  the  late  deluge  and  the  present  frost  ?  How  do  yoa 
like  an  Earl-Bishop  ?  *  Had  not  we  one  before  in  ancient  days  P  I 
have  not  a  book  in  town ;  but  was  not  there  Anthony  Beck,  or  t 
Hubert  de  Burgh,  that  was  Bishop  of  Durham  and  Earl  of  Kent^  or 
have  I  confounded  them  ? 

Have  you  seen  Rudder's  new  *  History  of  Gloucestershire  ?  *    ffis 

eonelniioii  terns  oat  io  be,  yon  ahtll  bear  m  toon  m  I  know  ik    Szeuae  the  gnaiert 
hisie,  and  beliere  how  heaitiljr  I  wish  yon  a  speedy  reooreiy. 

TO  nU  BOV.  BOKkOM  WALPOLl. 

Dium  Sib,  Tork,  Dee.  81, 1779. 

Alii  that  I  can  hare  time  to  tell  yon  more  than  yon  will  read  here  in  print  is, 
that  thete  was  a  yery  slight  opposition  began  by  Mr.  Cfholmley  (who  married  Smelt's 
daughter),  and  seconded  by  a  school-boy  declamation  of  Mr.  Dmmmond'a.  Smdt 
himself  (warm  from  the  royal  bosom  of  his  gracious  master)  gave  ns  a  long  hanmgoe, 
beginning  with  a  string  of  egotisms^  and  afterwards  resigning  in  form  his  own 
Pension :  then  declaring,  too,  toUdem  verbia,  that  instead  of  decreasing  the  power  of 
the  Grown,  we  ooght  to  giro  it  a  great  deal  more  power ;  that  the  Sing  was  the  sool 
of  the  State,  the  best  patriot— nay,  the  only  patriot  in  the  nation ;  that  we  oa^t  to 
be  taxed  a  great  deal  more  (for  which  he  was  biased  by  the  yeomanry) ;  that  all  oar 
ealamities  arose  ftt>m  the  opposition,  who  tore  off  the  sacred  veil  which  always  ought 
to  envelope  the  sorereign;  and  a  great  deal  more  trash,  which aenred  the  oaase he 
meant  to  attack  more  than  any  other  speedi  oonld  hare  done.  He  was  afterwardi 
ridiculed  paragraph  by  paragraph,  by  Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope,  member  for  Oariisle, 
with  great  effect.  Sir  O.  Sarile  being  called  upon  by  one  of  the  Poachers,  of  which 
there  were  a  great  many,  gaye  ns  an  excellent  speech,  and  thovgh  the  Petition  was 
carried  nem.  con.,  there  were  two  faint  noes  by  Smelt  and  his  friend  Matt  Dodsworth, 
on  which  I  wished  to  call  a  dirision,  bnt  without  eflfeck  Ton  wiU  find  by  the 
resolTes  that  we  are  still  as  actire  as  if  the  Petition  was  yet  in  embryo,  and  shaU  oon- 
tinne  so  till  Easter  Tuesday,  so  that  it  is  hardly  possible  this  Petition  can  be  treated 
as  others  have  been,  especially  if  other  counties  Join,  of  which  we  hare  the  most 
sanguine  expectations.  The  spirit,  if  not  the  exact  letter,  of  Smelt*s  speech  will, 
I  hope,  soon  be  published,  and  if  anything  can,  it  will  astoniih  you  by  its  impro- 
priety.   He  has  torn  the  reil  with  a  Tengeanoe. 

Toun,  in  great  haste, 

W.  Masoi. 

Pray  show  this  to  Lord  Haroourt;  I  hare  not  time  to  write  more^  and  for  this,  you 
see,  I  hare  used  an  amanuensis  to  oopy  what  I  had  before  written  io  anoUier 
eorrespondent. 

>  Herrey,  Barl  of  Bristol  and  Bishop  of  Derry.— Cihimuiohak. 
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additions  to  Sir  Robert  Atkyns  make  it  the  most  sensible  history  of 
a  connty  that  we  have  had  yet ;  for  his  descriptions  of  the  site,  soil, 
products,  and  prospects  of  each  parish  are  extremely  good  and 
picturesque;  and  he  treats  £Emciful  prejudices,  and  Saxon  etymologies, 
when  unfounded,  and  traditions,  with  due  contempt. 

I  will  not  spin  this  note  any  further,  but  shall  be  glad  of  a  line 
to  tell  me  you  are  well.  I  haye  not  seen  Mr.  Lort  smce  he  roosted 
under  the  metropolitan  wings  of  his  Ghrace  of  Lambeth.  Yours  erer. 


18S0.    TO  THB  COUKTBSB  Of  OSSOBT. 

Berkeleif  Square,  Jem,  1, 17B0. 

I  ASSTJRB  you.  Madam,  I  haye  no  affectation  of  philosophic  indif- 
ference to  life.    I  like  to  liye  wheneyer  I  am  free  fix>m  pain,  or  do 
not  look  forward — ^but  I  haye  so  comfortiess  a  prospect  before  me — 
if  I  haye  any  prospect  before  me,  that  it  is  no  counterfeit  leyity  when 
I  speak  with  coolness  of  a  moment  that  may  spare  me  many 
sufferings,  and  what  I  dread  still  more,  helpless  decrepitude.    But 
you  shall  hear  no  more  of  thoughts  that  I  confess  ought  not  to  pass 
my  own  bosom,  and  which  Lord  Bristol's  death  suggested.    You  are 
equally  kind,  Madam,  in  being  affected  at  what  I  said,  and  in  recom- 
mending Bath ;  but  indeed  I  cannot  listen  to  that  adyice.    Bath  is 
excellent  for  those  who  are  in  travail  of  the  gout,  and  seek  a  fit  as 
a  composition  for  subsequent  health,  but  I  certainly  haye  no  occasion 
to  accelerate  the  attacks.    They  are  made  without  any  declaration 
of  war,  and  I  find  m3rBelf  a  prisoner,  as  happened  six  weeks  ago, 
when  I  thought  myself  most  secure  of  a  truce  by  the  short  fit  in 
September.    Li  short,  my  dear  lady,  Bath  might  giye  me  the  gout, 
but  cannot  cure  ii    My  management  of  myself  is  formed  on  the  best 
obseryations  I  can  make  on  my  own  constitution  after  long  experience : 
I  certainly  haye  less  quantity  of  pain,  and  haye  shorter  fits  than 
formerly :  I  recoyer  the  use  of  all  my  limbs  tolerably  in  the  intenrals, 
and  my  spirits  still  more ;  and  therefore,  when  I  am  reckoned  deaf 
to  all  adyice,  it  is  not  from  obstinacy,  but  from  neyer  haying  known 
one,  who,  doomed  to  an  incurable  disorder,  had  better  success ;  or 
who,  though  Herculean  to  me,  presenred  his  inside  so  strong,  or  his 
head  and  stomach  so  totally  unattacked.    I  would  not  haye  said  half 
fio  much,  if  gratitude  for  your  Ladyship's  singular  goodness  had  not 
obliged  me  to  giye  you  a  rational  accoimt,  to  compensate  for  the 
idleness  of  what  you  dignify  by  calling  it  wit  and  phrases ;  though 
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my  ezprenons  aie  but  Hie  oolours  wiHi  wfaidh  I  would  skin  over  Aa 
reflectioiis  that  aiise  in  long  illnenes,  and  iliat  will  sometunes  sl^ 
into  the  pen  when  they  are  floating  on  the  mind. 

I  gladly  oongratolate  your  Ladyahip  and  our  Lord  on  the  paoifi- 
cation  of  Ireland,  whioh  aeems  assared  by  the  cordial  reoeption  giTea 
by  both  Houses  there  to  the  Qnieting  BilL  Their  expresabns  are 
even  pathetic  and  heroic ;  for  instead  of  exnlting  on  haying  extartel 
redress,  they  accept  it  with  hnmiliiy  and  gratitude.  It  now  appeait 
that  that  alarming  struggle  was  fortonate:  it  has  obtained  iHiat 
Eng^d  ought  to  haye  conceded  earlier,  and  what  may  enrich  both 
countries ;  it  le«iyes  a  sturdy  army  there,  ready  in  the  spirit  of  its 
hero  of  the  Boyne  to  resist  France  or  arbitrary  power — a  bettor 
guard  than  toleration  of  Papists  to  protect  a  Protestant  oonstitution  I 

Methinks  I  am  sorry.  Madam,  that  you  did  not  accept  fiir  me 
eyen  with  thanks,  as  I  should  haye  done  myself  Lady  EQbelbuxiie'ii 
condescension  in  apologising  for  not  answering  my  caid,  which  was 
totally  unnecessary :  mine  was  a  mere  AommT  y»— sore  ahe  will  net 
think  me  cq)able  of  haying  complained !  I  could  be  as  peevishly 
ceremonious  as  your  great  yiceroy.  Lord  Buckingham,  who  I  see  is 
grown  popular,  with  Lord  Hillsborough  and  Lord  North-*-ihe  same 
insects  do  not  thriye  in  both  countries. 

Lord  Bristol  has  left  a  paper,  or  narratiye  of  the  Lord  knows 
what,  that  is  to  be  padlocked  tiU  his  son  is  of  age---nine  years  hence; 
and  then  not  to  be  published  while  whom  Chd  long  pt^mn^m  is 
aliye.  This  was  leaving  the  boy  a  fortune  indeed,  if  both  Uye  nine 
years  I  There,  too,  is  another  noble  author — not  for  me,  but  for  a 
supplement  I  had  rather  the  Earl-Bishop  would  publish  his  foiher's 
Memoirs.^ 

Last  year  began  with  a  hurricane :  this  commences  with  a  fog  as 
(faidk  as  butter — I  hope,  an  om^i  of  our  adversity  softening,  as 
mists  neyer  blow  down  trees  nor  blow  away  islands,  and  may  clear 
1^.  This  is  a  new  species  of  divination,  and  may  be  called  iho 
oomparaHoe;  and  as  every  man  is  partial  to  a  system  he  invents^ 
however  nonsensical,  you  will  take  it  as  a  compliment,  I  hope^ 
Madam,  if  I  wish  you  a  happy  new  fog,  and  a  thooiBand  of  them  I 

P.S.  All  my  letter  but  on  this  page  was  written  last  nig^t,  the 
unprovement  of  my  hand  is  owing  to  having  exchanged  my  bootikin 

*  Lord  Herrey'i  moti  entertaiiiiiig  and  imtraettrt  *  Kemoin '  mn  pnbUaliad  in 
184S,  in  S  Toll.  Sto.,  odiiad  by  John  WUboh  Croker.  Mr.  Oralnr  vii  of  opinloa  thai 
Walpola  had  aoi  bean.  aUowad  to  read  tham.— Ownriw— a». 
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far  a  ^ore — so  the  fog  has  heen  of  service  to  mc^  and  wQl  oon- 
sequenfly  oonviaoe  me  of  the  reality  ot  my  disoorery.  Fonnerly  the 
rame  pragm»tiaa  fwetold  the  down&ll  vi  the  Turk  and  the  eore  of 
the  toothache. 
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AdWv  AjMor^  An.  I,  irSO. 

Well  I  Uadam,  I  shall  lore  a  fiig  as  long  as  I  lire ;  it  is  the  best 
weathetglasB  in  Ohristendom,  and  then  I  spdl  it  so  well  I  Nostra- 
damus WBS  a  baby  to  me.  Nay,  I  now  anderHtacd  that  text,  vhiok 
I  nerer  oompiehended  befiHV,  of  aeemg  aa  in  a  glass  darkly.  Here 
has  Captain  Fielding  brought  io  tlte  whide  Dutch  fleet,  -vrith  die  life 
and  sonl,  reins,  arteries,  blood  and  nflrrea  of  the  squadron  at  Bree^ 
whioh  irill  noT  be  a  eapui  mortwtm.  'Ri.e  Doteh  made  no  resistance ; 
tiiia  is  all  I  knov  yet,  but  that  Uieir  Admiral  is  prisoner  too.  Now 
yon  expect  a  Dutch  war — no  such  Hiing — at  least  yon  are  a  bad 
ooortier  if  you  ixmdude  so.  It  is  supposed  lliat  the  French  town  c£ 
Amsterdam  refnaed  to  pay  taxes  imless  tJiey  might  trade  with  France, 
bat  that  the  rolets  of  tlie  Republic  dedued  they  would  not  prated 
such  illioii  trade ;  and  some  whispers,  not  rery  low,  say,  tliat  Sit 
Joseph  Torke  advised  this  capture,  persuaded  thai  Holland  would 
not  resent  it.  Sooh  is  tiie  oreed  of  the  morning:  I  answer  tat 
nothing  but  beii^  glad  of  the  crippling  of  tlie  French  nary. 

Here  is  anotluor  fi«sh  piece  of  inteUtgenoe  tor  whioh  I  do  not  lore 
my  friend  the  fi^  so  much,  though  I  believe  it  gives  as  much 
pleasure  at  St  James's.  Tia  back  setUers  in  Carolina  have  risen, 
sinoe  Prerosf  s  viotory,  to  the  amount  (£  three  thousand,  have  seized 
a  town,  and  declared  for  the  old  government.  Whatever  oontributes 
— and  a  straw  will— to  enoourage  the  proseoation  of  fliat  ruinous 
war,  is  very  unpropitioaB. 

Oh  dear  1  I  fear  my  fog  was  but  a  mist  t  ^e  Dutch  Admiral  fired 
a  broadside,  but  sbuck  on  IHelding's  first  gun,  and  is  brought  in 
-with  all — but  what  we  wanted — naval  stores.  If  this  last  state,  and 
not  the  first,  is  the  truth  (for  remember,  Madam,  I  write  as  anybody 
posses  by,  and  only  stops  to  tell  me  something ;  and  therefore 
warrant  nothing),  the  Ministers  may  have  blundered  us  into  another 
war ;  and  then  it  will  be  tbey,  and  not  I,  that  hare  seen  in  a  glass 
darkly. 

Well !  I  shall  not  pique  myself,  Hadam,  on  adjusting  the  more  or 
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less  of  this  eremk,  which  will  be  diflouasedy  oontradioted,  affirmed  in 
eveiy  newspaper.  My  office  is  to  despatch  away  my  letters  with 
nine  post  horns  blowing  before  them  on  the  first  singularity.  The 
truth  or  falsehood  is  to  follow  after  at  their  leisure  in  tiie  state 
coach,  and  Don  Welbore  EUis  may  then  hand  them  out  in  ceremony 
if  he  pleases.  The  pleasure  of  a  letter  in  the  country  is  hearing 
something  unexpected  that  sets  everybody  to  chattering,  guessing, 
reasoning  in  the  dark,  and  wanting  to  hear  more — and  that  more, 
when  it  comes,  is  generally  far  short  of  the  expectation ;  so  you  shall 
have  no  second  parts  from  me. 

My  last  intdligence  was  wrong;  Lord  Bristol's  codicil,  now 
printed,  seems  to  relate  entirely  to  his  feither's  papers,  to  nothing  of 
his  own ;  nay,  it  seems  rather  civiUy  than  rudely  meant  as  to  the 
hour  of  publication,  and  to  prevent  disagreeable  truths  appearing  with 
regard  to  the  late  Prince  of  Wales.* 


1S88.    TO  THB  BSY.  WILLUM  MASON. 

Jon.  4, 17S0. 

I  ALWATi  perceived  a  striking  resemblance  between  you  and 
Milton : — 

I  thought  so  onoe,  but  now  I  know  ii.* 

Why,  you  are  an  agitator,  a  sequestrator,  and  one  of  the  committee 
of  safety ;  one  does  not  know  to  treat  you  with  reverence  enough. 
I  would  write  to  you  with  my  hat  off,  if  I  ever  put  it  on ;  and  there- 
fore could  only  do  as  my  namesake-uncle  did,  who  being  met 
walking  near  the  Hague,  by  the  Spanish  Ambassador  on  a  proud 
Isabella  Jennet,  who  descended  to  make  a  bow,  the  latter  said  he 
could  not  return  the  compliment  unless  Don  Quzman  would  lend 
him  his  horse,  that  he  might  mount,  dismount,  and  make  Ins 
obeisance.  Poor  Mr.  Smelt  I  how  one  may  hurt  a  man  by  serving 
him !  I  like  your  conmiittee's  thanking  the  Barons  for  their  appear- 
ance, which  was  a  very  civil  way  of  marking  the  impertinenoe  of 
their  intrusion.  They  would  have  made  a  party-affedr  of  what  was 
the  result  of  feeling  for  the  distresses  and  disgrace  of  the  nation ; 
but,  alas  I    here   is   the  nation  plunged  deeper  stilL    Yesterday 

^  There  tre  dingieeable  enough  trathB  lemtining  in  the  printed  'Memoin' 
respecting  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales.  Some  pMMgee,  howerer,  hare  been  torn  oat 
from  the  original  MS.,  and  are  now,  it  is  to  be  feared,  irretrievable.— CvviixMoaAV. 

*  Prior.--CuniiaHAM. 
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oame  an  express  from  Captain  Fielding,  who  has  brought  a  Dutch 
fleet  into  Pljrmouthy  and  yet  has  missed  his  aim,  which  was  to  seize 
stores  going  to  the  Brest  fleet  essential  to  its  requipment.  Those 
requisites  were  masts  and  timber,  instead  of  which  he  has  only 
captured  hemp  and  iron.  Whether  the  more  material  articles  have 
escaped,  or  have  not  yet  yentured  out,  I  do  not  know ;  nor  do  I  relate 
the  particulars  of  the  rencoimter,  which  I  have  heard  variously  related, 
and  which  seem  to  have  consisted  of  ceremonious  salutations  by  the 
mouths  of  cannon,  rather  than  hostile  attacks. 

No  sooner  do  we  breathe  in  Ireland  than  we  open  a  new 
tempest  with  Holland.  Is  it  possible  that  we  should  not  sink  in 
ibis  ocean  of  troubles  I  You  who  are  so  sanguine  and  spirited, 
have  you  any  hopes  of  England  rising  again?  I  who  haye 
lately  passed  so  many  solitary  hours  of  pain  and  reflection  see 
no  distant  ray  of  recoyery.  In  yain  that  selfish  uncomfortable 
question  occurs,  ''What  is  it  to  thee,  poor  Skeleton,  what  is  the 
friture  &te  of  thy  country?  The  churchyard  at  Houghton  will 
not  be  narrower  than  it  is."  Still  the  love  of  that  country,  of  its 
liberty  and  prosperity,  will  be  uppermost,  and  grief  for  its  &11; 
and  as  there  is  littie  left  for  me,  but  to  sit  and  think ;  but  you  are 
not  in  so  despondent  a  mood,  and  you  shall  haye  no  more  of  my 
meditations — I  will  change  the  theme.  Some  foolish  friend,'  who,  by 
the  way,  cannot  measure  a  yerse,  has  published  some  paltry  poems 
of  the  last  Lord  Lyttelton,  that  appear  genuine,  and  discover  no 
parts,  which  I  have  long  believed  he  had  not  There  is  a  prefatory 
defence  of  his  character,  the  badness  of  which  the  officious  editor 
comprises  in  the  love  of  women  and  gaming,  and  which  were  virtues 
compared  with  his  other  friults. 

My  hand  has  written  its  dose,  and  must  repose.  I  have  not  seen 
Lord  Harcourt  these  ten  days,  so  probably  shall  soon,  for  I  do  not 
yet  go  abroad.  Do  you  mean  to  hatch  all  your  eggs  in  the  North, 
and  have  you  abandoned  your  intention  of  coming  to  town  ? 

18SS.    TO  BIB  HOKACB  MANN. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jan,  i,  17S0. 

I  AM  going  to  write  a  short  letter  in  quantity,  but  a  very  serious 
one  in  matter.  A  stroke  has  been  struck  that  seems  pregnant  with 
another  war — a  war  with  Holland.    Advice  had  been  received  of 

*  A  Mr.  Boberts,  io  whom  Lord  Lyttelion  bequeathed  by  his  will  a  few  weeki 
before,  his  poems,  essaays,  &c. — CuHmroHiM. 
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Urge  MjpfISm  of  nitTAl  stores  being  ready  to  sdS  fer  Brest,  fbftiiAed 
by  ike  warm  friends  of  France,  the  Amsterdamers  i  stores  ossontial 
to  the  re-equipment  of  the  Fraibh  navy,  and  as  iBpngnant  to  tbe 
treaties  sabsisting  between  ns  and  the  States.  These  inerchantmeD 
proposed  to  take  advantage  of  a  conyoy  going  to  Cbe  Lerant  and 
other  places,  the  States  not  countenancing  that  manosayre.  It  was 
determined  not  to  wink  at  such  an  outrage,  but  to  hazard  compIaintB 
or  resentment,  when  such  a  blow  could  be  given  to  flie  fiurdier 
enterprises  of  our  capital  enemies.  Captain  Fielding,  with  fi?B 
men-of-war  of  the  line,  was  ordered  to  seize  the  whole  contraband 
trade,  and  has  executed  irfaat  he  could.  He  has  brought  into  Ply- 
mouth eight  merohantmeti  and  three  men-of-war,  with  Uieir  Admiral 
ThelattOT  refused  to  allow  a  search ;  some  shot  were  exxdianged, 
but  in  air,  on  both  sides,  and  then  the  Dutchmen  struck.  Fielding 
Aei&teA  him  to  re-hoist  his  flag,  but  he  refbsed,  and  said  he  must 
aieconipany  his  convoy ;  thus  creating  himself  a  prisoner. 

I  have  related  this  event  as  vaguely-'-4ihat  is,  as  cautiously — as  I 
could:  first, because  t  know  no  particulars  from  authority,  fi:^  it  was 
btit  yesterday  at  noon  that  the  notice  arrived ;  and  secondly,  because 
I  hate  heard  various  accounts ;  and  lastly,  because  I  have  been  so 
steeled  against  Sudden  belief  by  lies  from  all  quarters  for  these  five 
years,  fliat  I  do  not  trust  my  eyes,  ears,  or  reason,  and  still  less  those 
instruments  of  anybody  else. 

There  are  two  uncomely  features  in  the  countenance  of  this  busi* 
ness.  The  first  is,  disappointment  Though  the  toptuted  stores  are 
contraband,  they  consist  only  of  hemp  and  iron,  not  of  masts  and 
timber,  as  we  expected,  and  which  are  what  the  French  want 
Whether  the  magazines  of  those  materials  have  escaped,  or  have  not 
sailed.  We — ^that  is,  I— do  not  know ;  but,  when  all  ^e  Batisbons  in 
Europe  are  to  discuss  our  enterprise,  it  is  not  pleasant  to  have  tres* 
passed  on  punctilios, — ^if  we,  and  not  the  Dutch,  were  the  aggressoTB, 
— and  not  tx)  have  been  chrv^ed  with  success. 

Thus  we  have  involved  ourselves  fruitlessly  in  the  second  incon- 
venience, of  having,  perhaps,  tapped  a  new  war,  without  previous 
iodemnification.  You  diplomatics  must  canvass  all  this ;  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  left  to  such  quiet  dibputants,  and  not  be  referred  to  red- 
coats and  trowsers.  I  have  given  you  your  cue,  till  you  receive 
better  instructions.  I  am  sorry  to  open  the  fortieth  year  of  our 
correspondence  by  opening  another  of  Janus's  temples ;  better,  how- 
ever, in  Holland  than  in  Ireland,  where  we  have  got  a  strong 
friendly  army  instead  of  a  rebellion. 
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The  wtakneea  of  my  hand  dionld  not  seire  me  for  an  excii0e»  had 
I  m<»e  to  tell  yon.  This  right  hand  is  the  only  limb  not  reoovered; 
yety  dreading  another  relapse,  I  have  not  yet  rentiired  to  take  the 
air.  PeAaps  age,  and  weariness  of  such  fireqnent  retoms,  rebate 
my  spirit  Illness,  that  must  be  repeated,  takes  off  die  edge  from  the 
enjoyment  of  health ;  and,  liiongh  I  seem  to  hare  patience,  it  is 
ratl^r  a  state  of  diseomfeil  No  matter  iviiat,  I  am  wearing  out ; 
yet  take  great  oare  of  myself  more  firom  dread  of  decrepitude  than 
from  desire  of  life,  in  which  I  can  have  few  joys.  I  have  no 
affected  indifference ;  for  nothing,  not  even  indifference  if  affected, 
n  becoming  in  the  dedine  of  life.  Adieu,  my  good  friend  of  aboTe 
forty  years  I  Sure,  Orestes  and  Pylades,  if  they  were  inseparable, 
could  not  pretend  to  compare  with  us,  who  haye  not  set  eyes  on  one 
another  for  nine-and-thiriy  years  I 


1884.    TO  THB  KXY.  WILLIAM  COLB. 

JSoMey  Square,  JatL  6, 178C. 

Whbn  you  said  that  you  feared  that  your  particular  account  of 
jrour  very  providential  escape  would  deter  me  frx>m  writing  to  you 
again,  I  am  sure,  dear  Sir,  that  yon  spoke  only  from  modesty,  and 
not  from  flrinking  me  capable  of  being  so  criminally  indifferent  to 
anything,  much  less  under  such  danger  as  you  haye  run,  that  regards 
eo  old  a  friend,  and  one  to  whom  I  owe  so  many  obligations.  I  am 
but  too  apt  to  write  letters  on  trifting  or  no  occasions ;  and  should 
certainly  hare  ixM  you  the  interest  I  take  in  your  accident,  and 
how  happy  I  am  that  it  had  no  consequences  (ji  any  sort  It  is  hard 
that  temperanoe  itself,  which  you  are,  should  be  punished  for  a  good- 
natured  transgression  ci  your  own  rules,  and  where  the  excess  was 
only  staying  out  beyond  your  usual  hour.  I  am  heartily  glad  you 
did  not  jump  out  ^  your  chaise ;  it  has  often  been  a  much  worse 
precaution  than  any  consequences  frx>m  risking  to  remain  in  it ;  as 
you  are  lame  too,  might  haye  been  yery  firfaL  Thank  Qod  I  all 
ended  so  welL  Mr.  Masters  seems  to  haye  beoi  more  frightened, 
with  not  greater  reason.  What  an  absurd  man  to  be  impatient  to 
notify  a  disagreeable  eyent  to  you,  and  in  so  boisterous  a  manner, 
and  which  he  could  not  know  was  true,  since  it  was  not  I 

I  shall  take  extremely  kind  your  sending  me  your  picture  in  glass. 
I  haye  carefully  presenred  the  slight  outline  of  yourself  in  a  gown 
and  nig^t-cap,  which  you  once  was  so  good  as  to  giye  me,  because 

yOL.  TO.  X 
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there  waa  some  likeness  to  your  featores,  though  it  is  too  old  erea 
now.  For  a  portrait  of  me  in  return,  yon  might  have  it  by  sending 
the  painter  to  the  anatomical  school,  and  bidding  him  draw  the  first 
skeleton  he  sees.  I  should  expect  any  limner  would  laugh  in  mjhod 
if  I  offered  it  to  him  to  be  copied. 

I  thought  I  had  confounded  the  ancient  Oount-Bishops,  as  I  had« 
and  you  haye  set  me  righi  The  new  temporal-ecclesiastical  Peer's 
estate  is  more  than  twelve  thousand  a  year,  though  I  can  scarce 
beUeve  it  is  eighteen,  as  the  last  Lord  said. 

The  picture  found  near  the  altar  in  Westminster  Abbey,  about 
three  years  ago,  was  of  Kiog  Sebert  I  saw  it,  and  it  was  well  pre- 
served, with  some  others  worse ;  but  they  have  foolishly  buried  it 
again  behind  their  new  altar-piece ;  and  so  they  have  a  very  fine 
tomb  of  Anne  of  Cleves,  dose  to  the  altar,  which  they  did  not  know 
till  I  told  them  whose  it  was,  though  her  arms  are  upon  it,  and 
though  there  is  an  exact  plate  of  it  in  Sandford.  They  might  at 
least  have  cut  out  the  portraits  and  removed  the  tomb  to  a  conspicuous 
situation ;  but  though  this  age  is  grown  so  antiquarian,  it  has  not 
gained  a  grain  more  of  sense  in  that  walk :  witness  as  you  instance 
in  Mr.  Grose's  *  Legends,'  and  in  the  Dean  and  Chapter  reburying  the 
crown,  robes,  and  sceptre  of  Edward  I.*  There  would  surely  have 
been  as  much  piety  in  preserving  them  in  their  treasury,  as  in  con- 
signing them  again  to  decay.  I  did  not  know  that  the  salvation  of 
robes  and  crowns  depended  on  receiving  Christian  buriaL  At  the 
same  time,  the  Chapter  transgress  that  Prince's  will,  like  all  their 
antecessors ;  for  he  ordered  his  tomb  to  be  opened  every  year  or  two 
years,  and  receive  a  new  cere-doth  or  paU ;  but  they  boast  now  of 
having  endosedhim  so  substantially,  that  his  adies  cannot  be  violated 
again. 

It  was  the  present  Bishop-Dean'  who  showed  me  the  pictures  and 
Anne's  tomb,  and  consulted  me  on  the  new  altar-piece.  I  advised 
him  to  have  a  light  octangular  canopy,  like  the  cross  at  Chichester, 
placed  over  the  table  or  altar  itself,  which  would  have  given  dignity 
to  it,  especially  if  devated  by  a  flight  of  steps ;  and  from  the  side 
ardies  al  the  octagon,  I  would  have  had  a  semioirde  of  open  arches 
that  should  have  advanced  quite  to  the  seats  of  the  prebends,  which 
would  have  discovered  the  pictures ;  and  through  the  octagon  itself 
you  would  have  perceived  the  shrine  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  which 

'  See  ToL  ?L  p.  S4. — CuvmiroHAic. 

*  John  Thomea,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  and  Dean  of  Westminster,  died  23nd  Aogost, 
179S. — OuaiiiioHAK. 
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is  mnch  higher  than  the  level  of  the  choir — ^bnt  men  who  aak  advice 
seldom  follow  it,  if  yoado  not  happen  to  light  on  the  same  ideas  with 
themselves. 

P.S.  The  Honghton  piotures  are  not  lost — ^bnt  to  Houghton  and 
I^l^andl 


188&    TO  THB  COUNTXSS  OF  0680BT. 

AarMqf  Squart,  /im,  B,  1780L 

Though  I  am  always  afraid  of  writing  too  often  (however  con- 
tradictory my  practice  may  he),  especially  wh^i  I  have  nothing  to 
tell  yon.  Madam,  still  it  is  impossible  not  to  thank  you  for  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick's  verses,  which  are  written  with  the  ease  of  his  common  con- 
versation, and  in  which  the  rhymes  seem  the  most  proper  words  that 
could  have  been  chosen  to  express  his  thoughts ;  the  reverse  of  which 
is  generally  the  case.  The  progress  of  cold  and  hot  fits  in  female 
education  are  as  naturally  described;  and  your  Ladyship  must 
allow,  that  if  morality  may  disapprove,  truth,  who  is  less  a  party 
woman,  must  give  her  m^mmahir  to  the  contents ;  and  therefore  I 
cannot  conceive  why  the  author  should  be  shy  of  letting  his  poem  be 
seen.    As  Macdufif  says, 

H^lnsBOclilldraiil 

I  have  been  out  to  take  the  air,  and  am  going  to  Strawberry  for  a 
day  or  two  to  season  myself  before  I  return  into  a  bit  of  the  world, 
into  which  I  shall  step  as  reluctantly  and  timidly  as  a  boy  into  cold 
water.  I  am  so  demolished,  decayed,  and  so  nervous,  that  the 
clapping  of  a  door  makes  me  quiver  like  a  poplar.  My  spirits,  if  I 
did  not  struggle,  are  disposed  to  sympathise  with  my  nerves ;  but 
I  think  while  one  has  any  sense  Ieft»  one  may  keep  one's  mind  under 
government. 

I  do  not  agree,  I  confess,  with  our  Lord  and  his  brother  about 
Ireland.  The  present  calm  may,  perhaps,  not  be  very  permanent, 
that  is,  when  the  people  shall  find  that  trade  does  not  enrich  in  a 
year  or  two,  like  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies.  But  as  it  is  my 
opinion,  that,  except  on  accidental  tumults^  the  people  never  have 
any  strong  operative  passions  but  when  actuated  by  artful  interested 
leaders,  I  thmk  those  who  set  the  late  vehemence  in  motion  will  be 
very  cautious  how  they  play  with  such  two-edged  tools.   The  leading 
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genilemeii  of  the  oountrjr,  I  am  persuaded,  were  oreijoyed  at  haying 
a  pretence  for  being  satisfied^Jbr  they  were  within  a  fortnight  of 
aeeing  their  aathority  slip  out  of  their  hands,  and  pass  to  thoee  who, 
haying  no  opportonity  of  reaching  English  Ministers,  would  haye 
disooyered  triMbBon  in  the  estates  and  property  of  their  own  landed 
superiors.  This  is  human  nature.  The  great  plead  the  distress  of 
the  people ;  but  when  they  haye  nursed  up  the  people  to  a  con- 
sistency, somebody  or  other  has  shrewdness  enough  to  disooyer  that 
the  great  are  the  cause  of  the  distress.  This  wfts  on  the  point  of 
happening  in  Ireland ;  but  I  am  running  into  speculation,  which  is 
mighty  apt  to  deyiate  into  prediction,  when  I  only  meant  to  answer 
a  paragraph  of  your  Ladyship's  letter. 

I  know  nothing  more  of  die  egg  of  a  Butch  war  that  we  laid 
last  week,  but  that  Count  Welderen  wbs  at  the  King's  leyee  on 
Wednesday,  which  surprised  me.  It  was  yexatious  to  haye  been 
disappointed  of  making  the  important  seizure.  My  first  object  in 
politics  is  to  demolish  the  French  marine.  My  Whig  blood  cannot 
bear  to  part  with  a  drop  of  the  empire  of  the  ocean.  Like  ihe 
Romans,  I  would  haye  Ilome  domineer  oyer  the  world,  and  be  free 
at  home.  The  old  man  in  me  is  sensible  there  is  little  equity  in 
thisy  and  that  a  good  patriot  is  a  bad  citizen  of  the  world ;  but  a 
citizen  of  the  world,  as  the  world  is  constituted,  would  be  the  most 
useless  animal  in  the  creation,  and  as  much  isoU  as  the  worthy  man 
in  the  '  Spectator,'  who  passed  his  tixne  in  playing  with  his  cat 
and  taking  a  walk  to  Islington.  To  be  of  any  use  in  a  community 
otie  must  act  within  a  possible  sphere,  and  the  smaller  the  proyince 
one  chooses,  the  more  good  one  can  do.  I  am  persuaded  that  a 
gbod  Justice  of  Peace,  who  confines  himself  to  his  own  paridi,  is  a 
more  beneficial  member  of  society  than  Brutus  or  Oato.  Hoyreyer, 
there  would  be  nothing  but  Tarquins  and  Ceesars  if  there  was 
nothing  but  JusticiBS  of  the  Peace,  and  therefore  one  must  not  refine 
too  mudL  I  never  did  giye  a  loose  to  my  own  disquisitions,  but  I 
found  it  as  well  to  come  back  to  my  own  common  sense,  and  to  the 
common  routine  of  Afnking. 
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1880.    TO  THB  00UKTBS8  Of  OSSORT. 

Berhdeg  Square,  Jem.  18, 1730. 

You  ai»  vwy  siupieioiis  «id  yeiy  unjturt,  Madam ;  and  I  m»>t 
have  been  the  most  ungratefiil  of  men,  and  the  most  blind  to  my 
own  {jEinltB,  I  who  am  so  writatiTe  and  talkative  to  those  I  love,  if 
I  had  meant  the  most  indireot  reproof  for  your  Lad3r8hip's  frequent 
and  kind  letters.  I  do  not  in  the  least  guess  what  word  you  could 
interpret  as  a  reproaoL  I  know  very  litUe  of  what  I  hare  imtten, 
but  I  will  swallow  my  Bible  if  I  was  guilty. 

I  return  the  verses  as  you  conmiand.  I  should  like  to  have  kept 
ihem^  but  have  not  even  taken  a  wpy  without  permissicm. 

For  three  days  I  have  been  at  Strawberry  Hill,  and  was  the 
better  for  it,  though  the  weather  was  so  sharp.  I  now  go  out,  but 
like  it  so  little,  that  I  fliink  I  am  not  so  well :  my  q>irit8  do  not 
stand  mixed  company ;  but  how  should  I  not  be  out  of  order  P  I 
have  this  morning  been  visiting  a  royal  duke,  a  serene  maigrave,  and 
a  king^s  daughter.  Think  what  a  constramt  upcm  nerves,  that  for 
two  months  have  been  seeking  repose  on  cushions  and  couches,  and 
oould  scarce  find  it  tliere ! 

The  print  of  the  Bultan  is  not  new  to  me ;  I  had  it  four  months 
ago.  'The  Critic,'  I  own,  was  not  so  new  as  I  expected ;  and  then 
my  being  ill  versed  in  modem  dramas,  most  of  the  allusions  must 
have  escaped  me.  Does  not  half  Hie  merit  of  'The  Rehearsal' 
depend  oa  the  notes  ?  Excuse  me  if  I  write  no  more,  for  I  am 
Sfttigued;  and  pray  do  not  suspect  me  of  what  I  nev^  could  mean. 


1887.    TO  SIR  HORACE  MANN. 

Berbdey  Square  /am.  18, 1780. 

In  consequence  of  my  last,  it  is  right  to  make  you  easy,  and  tdl 
you  thati  think  we  shall  not  have  a  Dntck  war;  at  least,  nobody 
seems  to  expect  ii  What  excuses  we  have  made,  I  do  not  know ; 
but  I  imagine  the  Hollanders  are  ^ad  to  gain  by  boiii  sides,  and 
glad  not  to  be  forced  to  quarrel  with  ei&er. 

What  might  have  been  expected  much  sooner,  appears  at  last, — a 
good  deal  of  discontent ;  but  chiefly  where  it  was  not  much  expected. 
The  country  gentl^aoien,  after  encouraging  the  Court  to  war  with 
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America,  now,  not  veiy  deoenily,  are  angry  at  the  expense.  As 
they  have  long  seen  the  profusion^  it  would  have  been  happy  had 
they  murmured  sooner.  Very  serious  associations  are  forming  in 
many  counties ;  and  orders,  under  the  title  of  petitions,  coming  to 
Parliament  for  correcting  abuses.  They  talk  of  the  waste  of  money; 
are  silent  on  the  thousands  of  liyes  that  have  been  sacrificed — but 
when  are  human  liyes  counted  by  any  side  ? 

The  French,  who  may  measure  with  us  in  folly,  and  hate 
exceeded  us  in  ridiculous  boasts,  have  beoi  extrayagant  in  their 
reception  of  D'Estaing,  who  has  shown  nothing  but  madness  and 
incapacity.  How  the  northern  monarohs,  who  have  at  least  exhibited 
talents  for  war  and  politics,  must  despise  the  last  campaign  of 
Engiland  and  France  I 

I  am  once  more  got  abroad,  but  more  {leased  to  be  able  to  do  so, 
than  charmed  with  anything  I  have  to  do.  Having  outliyed  the 
glory  and  felicity  of  my  country,  I  cany  that  reflection  with  me 
whereyer  I  go.  Last  night,  at  Strawberry  Hill,  I  took  up,  to  diyert 
my  thoughts,  a  yolume  of  letters  to  Swift  from  Bolingbroke,  Bathurst, 
and  Gay;  and  what  was  there  but  lamentations  on  the  ruin  of 
England,  in  that  era  of  its  prosperity  and  peace,  from  wretches  who 
thought  their  own  want  of  power  a  proof  that  their  country  was 
undone !  Oh,  my  fEither  I  twenty  years  of  peace,  and  credit,  and 
happiness,  and  liberfy,  were  punishments  to  rascals  who  weighed 
eyer3rthing  in  the  s<»Ies  of  sdf  P  It  was  to  the  honour  of  Pope, 
that,  though  leagued  with  such  a  crew,  and  though  an  idolater  of 
their  archfiend  Bolingbroke  and  in  awe  of  the  malignant  Swift,  he 
never  gave  in  to  their  venomous  railings ;  railings  against  a  man 
who,  in  twenty  years,  never  attempted  a  stretch  of  power,  did 
nothing  but  the  common  business  of  administration,  and  by  that 
temperance  and  steady  virtue,  and  unalterable  good-humour  and 
superior  wisdom,  baffled  all  the  efibrts  of  faction,  and  annihilated 
the  falsely  boasted  abilities  of  Bolingbroke,  which  now  appear  as 
moderate  as  his  character  was  in  every  light  detestable.  But,  alas ! 
that  retrospect  doubled  my  chagrin  instead  of  diverting  it.  I  soon 
forgot  an  impotent  cabal  of  mock-patriots ;  but  the  scene  they  vainly 
sought  to  disturb  rushed  on  my  mind,  and,  like  Hamlet  on  the 
sight  of  Yorick's  skull,  I  recollected  the  prosperity  of  Denmark 
when  my  fSather  ruled,  and  compared  it  with  the  present  moment  I 
I  look  about  for  a  Sir  Bobert  Walpole;  but  where  is  he  to  be 
found  P 

This  IB  not  a  letter,  but  a  codicil  to  my  last    You  will  soon 
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probably  hare  news  enough — ^yet  appearances  are  not  always  preg* 
nancies.  Wben  there  are  more  follies  in  a  nation  than  principles 
and  system,  they  counteract  one  anotheri  and  sometuneSi  as  has  just 
happened  in  Ireland,  are  composed  puheria  exigm  jactu.  I  sum  up 
my  wishes  in  that  for  peace:  but  we  are  not  satisfied  with  per- 
aeeuting  America,  though  the  mischief  has  recoiled  on  ourselyes; 
nor  Fi^ce  with  wounding  us,  though  with  little  other  cause  for 
exultation,  and  with  signal  mischief  to  her  own  trade,  and  with 
heayy  loss  of  seamen ;  not  to  mention  how  her  armies  are  shrunk  to 
raise  her  marine,  a  sacrifice  she  will  one  day  rue,  when  the  disdpUned 
hosts  of  GK)ths  and  Huns  begin  to  cast  an  eye  southward.  But  I 
seem  to  choose  to  read  futurity,  because  I  am  not  likely  to  see  it : 
indeed  I  am  most  rational  when  I  say  to  myself  What  is  all  this 
to  meP  My  thread  is  almost  spun  I  almost  aH  my  business  here  is 
to  bear  pain  with  patience,  and  to  be  thankful  for  intervals  of  ease. 
Though  Emperors  and  Kings  may  torment  mankind,  they  will  not 
disturb  my  bedchamber ;  and  so  I  bid  them  and  you  good  night  I 

P.S.  I  hare  made  use  of  a  term  in  this  letter,  which  I  retract, 
having  bestowed  a  titie  on  the  captains  and  subalterns  which  was 
due  only  to  the  colonel,  and  not  enough  for  his  dignity.  Bolingbroke 
was  more  than  a  rascal — ^he  was  a  villain.  Bathurst,  I  believe,  was 
not  a  dishonest  man,  more  than  he  was  prejudiced  by  party  against 
one  of  the  honestest  and  best  of  men.  Gay  was  a  simple  poor  soul, 
intoxicated  by  the  friendship  of  men  of  genius,  and  who  thought 
tJiey  must  be  good  who  condescended  to  admire  him.  Swift  was  a 
wild-beast,  who  baited  and  worried  all  mankind  almost,  because  his 
intolerable  arrogance,  vanity,  pride,  and  ambition  were  disappointed ; 
he  abused  Lady  Suffolk,  who  tried  and  wished  to  raise  him,  only 
because  she  had  not  power  to  do  so :  and  one  is  sure  that  a  man 
who  could  deify  that  silly  woman  Queen  Anne,  would  have  been 
more  profuse  of  incense  to  Queen  Oaroline,  who  had  sense,  if  the 
court  he  paid  to  her  had  been  crowned  with  success.  Such  were  the 
men  who  wrote  of  virtue  to  one  another ;  and  even  that  mean 
exploded  nuser,  Lord  Bath,  presumed  to  talk  of  virtue  too  I 
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1886.    TO  TBI  OOUimBS  Of  OflBOBT. 

Berhdqf  Square,  Jan.  17, 1780. 

Thb  letter  I  this  moment  reoeiyed,  Madam^  is  a  great  mark  of 
confidence  indeed,  and  I  wish  I  could  repay  it  by  reasons  for  dis- 
pelling your  nneasiness.  One  of  your  apprehensions  I  think  not  a 
very  solid  onci  at  least  a  minute  one  in  comparison  of  the  greater 
douds  that  threaten ;  I  mean  your  dread  of  abuse.  I  know  not  why, 
nor  how  it  can  be  directed  personally  to  one  amongst  so  many. 

That  the  scene  grows  veiy  serious  theie  is  no  doubt;  nor  do 
I  assume  vanity  from  haying  possessed  the  spirit  of  prophecy :  a 
most  useless  talent,  as  predictions  neyer  serve  as  warnings.  We 
know  prophets  are  not  honoured  in  their  own  countiy :  where  then 
should  they  be  honoured  P — ^where  they  are  not  known  ? — where, 
probablyi  they  never  are  heard  of  P  I  believe  your  Ladyship  has 
heard  me  say,  that  whenever  the  tide  should  turn,  it  would  be 
terrible ;  and  that  they  who  had  been  Ibols  would,  to  ezoose  them- 
selves, say  they  had  been  cheated. 

Still  I  do  not  presume  on  having  judged  rightly  onoe,  nor  shall 
pretend  to  go  on  divining ;  though  I  can  guess  at  some  things  that 
will  happen,  but  which  are  not  so  proper  for  a  letter ;  and  yet  you 
might  decipher  some  of  my  home-opinions  from  what  I  said  in  my 
last  on  the  leaders  in  Ireland.  In  general,  I  think  there  is  great 
confasion  toward ;  nor  can  I  foresee  what  its  march  will  be.  The 
end  of  its  end  is  but  too  well  to  be  guessed,  which  is  very  rarely 
consonant  to  its  intentions ;  and  therefore,  even  if  necessary,  not  to 
be  anxiously  wished. 

Age  and  illness  naturally  make  me  more  tranquil  than  I  should 
be  at  such  a  moment,  if  younger.  JEato  perpeiua  I  is  always  at  my 
heart  to  say  to  my  country  and  its  constitution ;  but  the  lumd  of  my 
dimaoterio  dock  rusts  at  the  hour  of  peace,  and  will  let  me  wish 
nothing  but  to  hear  tiuU  strike.  As  I  am  as  unlike  Oliver 
Oromwdl  as  possible,  I  do  not  like  to  depart  in  a  storm ;  nay, 
if  anybody  would  listen,  I  would  preach  moderation;  but  the 
superannuated  can  only  sit  quiet  and  observe  the  progress  of  the 
hurricane,  or  be  swept  away  with  it  I 

I  did  not  writo  your  Ladydiip  an  account  on  Saturday,  as  at  first 
I  had  a  mind  to  do,  of  Mr.  [Hans]  Stanley's  horrid  exit,  as  I  hoped 
it  would  prove  one  of  those  common  ill-natured  expositions  of  sudden 
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deaflii;  bat  it  was  too  true.  Hid  was  towad  yet  alive,  and  had 
given  Ids  fliroat  two  gaahesy  but  was  dead  before  flie  company  could 
be  fetched  firom  the  house.  His  will,  made  in  Jnly,  was  so  reason- 
able, that  it  looks  almost  as  it,  having  satisfied  xeason,  he  thought 
himself  at  liberty  to  indulge  his  frenzy ;  bat|  in  fiict,  the  delirimn 
was  almost  instantaneous.  At  eleven  he  had  wiittan  letters,  and  left 
an  unfinished  one  open  on  his  table,  and  then  issoed  into  the  road  to 
act  his  tragedy,  where  he  was  found. 

He  leaves  his  estate,  about  6000JL  a  year,  equally  between  his 
sisters,  and  to  the  survivor,  with  a  jointure  of  600/.  a  year  to  either 
husband,  if  surviving.  He  gives  the  estate  at  Chelsea,  that  came 
from  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  about  half  of  the  whole,  to  his  next  relation. 
Lord  Gadogan ;  the  residue  to  Mr.  Sloane,  with  his  library  at 
present,  and  the  choice  of  four  pictures ;  and  a  small  estate  in 
Wales  to  a  most  distant  cousin  {ride  note  at  the  end  of  my  *  Historic 
Doubts  '*),  the  late  Mr.  Bice,  who  being  dead  before  him,  the  bequest 
IS  disputable.  His  not  having  altered  that  disposition  is  another 
proof  that  the  madness  was  very  receni  Nay,  tiie  evening  before 
his  death,  or  that  very  morning,  he  had  expressed  to  one  of  the 
company  his  satisfection  in  the  way  of  life  at  Althorp.  In  short, 
it  IB  amost  shocking  story,  and  with  his  fother's  catastrophe,  dreadful 
to  the  two  sisters  I 


1889.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILUAH  M ASOK. 

Bertdqf  Square,  Jan,  17, 178a 

No  difi^Muragement  to  your  political  labours  for  saving  a  State  that 
cannot  be  saved  (for  I  look  on  the  death-bed  rqientance  of  a  nation 
as  I  do  on  that  of  a  simple  mortal),  I  had  rather  have  written  one 
line  about  a  watch, 

tluil  ttflk  tada  ol)rtiiiaft«ty  right, 

than  have  cleansed  the  Augean  mews.  I  do  not  mean  to  exhort 
you  to  do  nothing  but  describe  the  movements  of  watches  and 
clocks  as  long  as  you  live,  like  the  mechanic^  who  made  the  serpeut 
in  '  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,'  and  ruined  himself  by  making  nothing 
but  serpents  of  all  sizes  till  he  was  in  the  Fleet  As  little  do 
I  mean  to  depreciate  the  one  Unffe  twin  brothers  and  sisters.  No  I 
had  it  as  many  as  the  Countess  of  Holland's  issue ;  but  one  perfect 

*  Walpole's  Works,  toI.  IL  p.  184.— CujijiijioHAa. 
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line  88  brilliant  as  Pitfs  diamond  ean  eSauoe  a  jeweller'a  whde  shop; 
and  I  mippoae  that  in  Mahomet^s  Paradise  eveiy  true  belieyer  inB. 
fling  his  handkerchief  to  one  of  the  henries  in  pre£nBnoe  to  all  the 
rest  This  is  my  ease,  and  next  to  flie  one  line,  I  am  delighted 
with  the  nniversality  of  your  talents  (ezeepting  that  one  for  idleness), 
and  I  admire  how  yon  oan  by  turns  play  on  all  iDstromeDti^ 
whether  lyres,  celestinettes,  or  oonntry  gentlemen,  and  make 
harmony  ont  of  them  all.  Yon  might  be  organist  to  the  Sphem, 
for  you  make  Whigs  and  Tories,  and  high  cathedral'mim  (a  better 
word  than  ekurehmen)^  and  Presbyterians  move  in  oonoert,  flioui^ss 
distant  as  Saturn  and  the  Moon.  Stay !  I  should  have  inverted  die 
order  of  my  planets  to  make  the  application  more  just ;  for  thonj^ 
grim  Saturn's  belt  and  satellites  strike  one  at  first  as  proper  aooom- 
paniments  to  an  allusion  to  high  cathedral-men,  yet  I  must  giye  the 
preference  to  the  Hoon  as  still  more  consonant  to  tlie  character  of 
Mother  cathedral^  which,  adheres  to  the  earth  as  its  centre,  and  only 
moves  round  flie  sun  in  compliment  to  and  in  company  with  har 
sovereign. 

I  have  received  all  your  journals  with  gratitude,  and  can  dis- 
tinguish where  you  have  tmeUed  and  refined  the  materials;  bat 
I  find  I  am  in  a  very  rhapsodical,  that  is,  nonsensical,  mood,  and 
therefore  I  will  try  to  be  a  little  more  sober,  though  your 
Aganippean  water  gets  into  my  head  and  makes  me  as  drunk  as  the 
royal  beautifying  fiuid  has  made  a  poor  deputy  Mentor,  though 
oidy  outwardly  applied. 

I  have  no  news  for  you  but  the  shocking  death  of  Hans  Stanley, 
who,  in  a  sudden  fit  of  frenzy,  went  out  of  the  house  at  Althoip 
last  Thursday,  and  cut  his  throat  in  the  public  road,  as  his  fiather 
did  in  bed  with  his  wife. 

There  is  a  Dutch  S9avant  come  over,  who  is  author  of  several 
pieces  so  learned  that  I  do  not  know  even  their  titles ;  but  he  has 
made  a  discovery  in  my  way  which  you  may  be  sure  I  believe,  for  it 
proveB  what  I  had  susped^d,  and  hinted  in  my  'Anecdotes  of 
Painting,'  that  the  use  of  oil  colours  was  known  long  before  Van 
Eyck.  Mr.  Baspe,  the.discoverer,*  has  found  a  MS.  of  one  Theophilus, 
a  German  monk  in  the  eleventh  century,  who  gives  receipts  for 
preparing  the  colours.  There  are  copies  of  this  work  written  in 
infernal  Latin,  in  the  libraries  at  Wolfenbuttel  and  Leipsic,  in  the 
Eong  of  France's,  and  two  at  Cambridge,  which  Baspe  has  tran- 

>  Bodolph  Baipe,  saUiar  of  a  '  Orittoil  Hiiioiy  of  Oil  PtOniing.'-^^immaBAM. 
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8aribed«  He  has  found,  too,  a  like  treatise  of  one  Heradina  They 
are  very  much  in  the  manner  of  Salmon's  works.  Baspe  writes  in 
English,  muoh  ahove  ill,  and  speaks  it  as  readily  as  French ;  and  he 
proves  that  Yasari,  on  had  or  no  information,  was  the  first  who 
asorihed  the  inrention  of  oil  painting  to  Van  Eyok  an  hundred 
years  after  his  death.  Kaspe  is  poor,  and  I  shall  try  to  get 
Buhscriptions  to  enable  him  to  print  his  work,  which  is  sensible, 
dear,  and  unpretending. 

Pray  rea4  %  little  book'  no  bigger  than  a  silrer  penny,  called  a 
Christmas-box,  for  fne — ^yes,for  me.  It  is  a  story  that  is  no  story,  or 
scarce  one ;  it  is  a  sort  of  imitation  of  Yoltaire,  and  yet  perfectly 
originaL  There  is  nature,  character,  simplicity,  and  carelessness 
throughout ;  observation  without  pretensions,  and,  I  believe,  a  good 
deal  of  truth  in  some  of  the  incidents,  that  I  take  to  have  happened. 
My  vanity  may  have  interested  me  too  much,  though  I  see  it 
as  a  thing  not  likely  to  please ;  but  if  you  read  it  twiee^  which  its 
brevity  will  easily  allow,  I  think  you  wiU  see  real  merit  in  it> 
especially  when  you  know  the  author  is  young. 


1890.    TO  THE  BIT.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

/on.  28,  irsa 

I  LIKE  much  your  Essay  on  the  Gelestinette,  which  I  have  this 
minute  received.  Proceed,  and  say  all  that  timid  critics  would  be 
afiraid  to  say.  Show  all  the  blunders  and  fetults  of  the  old  masters, 
and  prove  that  there  can  be  no  music,  but  by  exploding  prejudices, 
and  by  restoring  ancient  harmony. 

I  cannot  write  more  now,  for  one  of  my  fingers,  which  has  long 
been  a  quarry  of  chalkstones,  and  has  been  and  is  terribly  inflamed 
with  this  last  fit,  has  burst,  and  is  so  sore  that  I  can  scarce  hold  the 
pen.  I  muster  all  the  resolution  and  spirits  I  can,  but  the  latter 
often  sink  with  the  prospect  I  have  before  me  of  increasing  pain  and 
infirmity.  To  talk  of  prospect  is  seeming  to  reckon  on  old  age  as  a 
permanency;  but  in  the  light  I  see  it  with  its  probable  com- 
oomitants,  be  assured  I  do  not  brood  with  luxury  over  that  chance  I 

Ejrgate  I  cannot  employ,  for  he  is  gone  to  Strawberry  to  print 
0ome  verses  of  Mr.  Miller; — aui,  vtrUablemmt^  of  Mr.  Charles 
HiUer,  and  very  pretty  they  are.  I  shall  send  them  to  you,  though 
not  as  an  adequate  recompense. 

'  The  Miniature  Picture  by  Lady  Cnreii.— Cinnmi«HAM. 
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189t    TO  BOBSBT  JBPHSOK,  ESQ. 

It  was  but  yesterday.  Sir,  that  I  receiyed  the  fftToar  of  your 
letter,  and  this  morning  I  sent,  according  to  your  penniasion,  to 
Mr.  Sheridan  the  elder  to  desire  the  manuscript  of  your  tragedy;' 
for  as  I  am  but  just  recoyering  of  a  fit  of  the  gout,  which  I  had 
seyerely  for  aboye  two  months,  I  was  not  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of 
company  at  home ;  nor  could  I  haye  had  the  pleasure  of  attending 
to  the  piece  so  much  as  I  wished  to  do,  if  I  had  inyited  ladies  to 
hear  it,  to  whom  I  must  haye  been  doing  the  honours. 

I  haye  read  your  play  once.  Sir,  rapidly,  though  alone,  and 
therefore  cannot  yet  be  yery  particular  on  the  details ;  but  I  can  say 
already,  with  great  truth,  fliat  you  haye  made  a  great  deal  more 
than  I  thought  possible  out  of  the  skeleton  of  a  story ;  and  haye 
arranged  it  so  artfully,  that  unless  I  am  deceiyed  by  being  too 
familiar  with  it,  it  will  be  yery  intelligible  to  the  audience,  eyen  if 
they  haye  not  read  the  original  fable ;  and  you  haye  had  the  address 
to  make  it  coherent,  without  the  maryellous,  though  so  much 
depended  on  that  part  In  short,  you  haye  put  my  extrayagaut 
materials  in  an  alembic,  and  drawn  off  only  what  was  rationaL 

Your  diction  is  yery  beautiful,  often  poetic,  and  yet  what  I  admire, 
yery  simple  and  natural ;  and  when  necessary,  rapid,  concise,  and 
sublime. 

If  I  did  not  distrust  my  own  self-loye,  I  should  say  tliat  I  think 
it  must  be  a  yery  interesting  piece :  and  yet  I  might  say  so  without 
yanity,  so  much  of  the  disposition  of  the  scenes  is  your  own.  I  do 
not  yet  know,  Sir,  what  alterations  you  propose  to  make ;  nor  do  I 
perceiye  where  the  second  and  fourth  acts  want  amendment  The 
first  in  your  manuscript  is  imperfect  If  I  wished  for  any  correction^ 
it  would  be  to  shorten  the  scene  in  the  fourth  act  between  the 
Countess,  Adelaide,  and  Austin,  which  rather  delays  the  impatience 
of  the  audience  for  the  catastrophe,  and  does  not  contribute  to  it, 
but  by  the  mother's  orders  to  the  daughter  at  the  end  of  the  scene 
to  repair  to  the  great  church.  In  the  last  scene  I  should  wish  tc 
haye  Theodore  &11  into  a  transport  of  rage  and  despair,  immediately 

1  '  The   Coani  of  Nubonne/  founded   on  Walpde'i  *  Canile   of  Oinato.*— 
GuvjiiveHAM. 
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on  the  deadi  of  Adelaide^  and  be  oarried  o£P  bjr  Austin'^  orden;  for 
I  doubt  the  interval  is  too  long  for  him  to  iamt  after  Narbonne^s 
speech.  The  fEontbg  fit,  I  think*  wif^i  be  better  applied  to  the 
Oonntefls ;  it  does  not  aeexn  reqniaite  fliat  die  shonld  die*  but  the 
audience  might  be  left  in  snspenae  about  her^ 

My  last  obsenratioBB  will  be  Terj  trifling  indeed.  Sir;  but  I  think 
you  use  nobleneM,  nioeiMMy  &a  too  often^  whieh  I  doubt  are  not 
dassio  terminations  for  nobiiUy,  nicetff,  Sec,  though  I  allow  that 
nobility  will  not  always  express  nobleness.  My  children's  timeless 
deaths  can  scarce  be  said  for  untimely;  nor  should  I  choose  to  employ 
children's  as  a  plural  genitive  case,  which  I  think  the  s  at  the  end 
cannot  imply.  ''Hearted  preference''  ia  very  bold  for  preference 
taken  to  heart    Baymond  in  the  last  scene  say»— 

Shi>irmethywoiiiid-H)]i,Mll  ttethmn^lMrbMffil 

This  line  is  quite  unnecessary,  and  infers  an  obedience  in  displaying 
her  wound  which  would  be  shocking ;  besides,  as  there  is  often  a 
buffoon  in  an  audience  at  a  new  tragedy,  it  might  be  received 
dangerously.  The  word  ''  Jehovah''  will  certainly  not  be  suffered  on 
the  stage. 

In  casting  the  parts  I  condude  Mrs.  Yates,  as  women  never  cease 
to  like  acting  young  parts,  would  prefer  that  of  Adelaide,  though  the 
Countess  is  more  suitable  to  her  age ;  and  it  is  foolish  to  see  her 
representing  the  daughter  of  women  fifteen  or  twenty  years  younger. 
Aa  my  bad  health  seldom  allows  my  going  to  the  theatre,  I  never 
saw  Mr.  Henderson  but  once.  His  perscm  and  style  diould  recom- 
mend him  to  the  parts  of  Baymond  or  Austin.  Smith,  I  suppose, 
would  expect  to  be  Theodore ;  but  Lewis  is  younger,  handaomer, 
and  I  think  a  better  actor ;  but  you  are  in  tibe  rights  Sir,  in  having 
no  fevourable  idea  of  our  stage  at  present. 

I  am  sorry.  Sir,  that  neither  my  talents  nor  health  allow  me  to 
offer  to  supply  you  with  Prologue  and  Epilogue.  Poetry  never  was 
my  natural  turn ;  and  what  little  propendiy  I  had  to  it,  is  totally 
extinguished  by  age  and  pain.  It  is  honour  enough  to  me  to  have 
furmdied  the  canoos  of  your  tragedy;  I  diould  disgrace  it  by 
attempting  to  supply  adventitious  ornaments.  The  dumdiiess  of  the 
seams  would  betray  my  gouty  fingers. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  reading  your  play  aooe  more  before  I 
return  ii  It  will  be  extraordinary  indeed  if  it  is  not  accepted,  but  I 
tannot  doubt  but  it  will  be,  and  very  successful ;  though  it  will  be 
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great  pilj  but  7011  flhoold  hsfe  some  ntlam  friend  to  attend  to  ik, 
and  who  is  aUe  to  bostle  and  0ee  JTistice  dcnie  fo 
I  lament  that  siioh  a  soperanniiated  being  as  myadf  is  not  only 
totally  JncapaMe  of  that  office,  but  that  I  am  nttedly  nnaoqiiaintBd 
with  the  manageniy  and  now  too  xeliied  to  fixnn  nenir  ccmneetians.  I 
was  still  more  eonoernedt  Bir,  to  hear  of  your  wahmppy  accident, 
tfaoogfa  flie  bad  consegnences  are  past 


ISM.    TO  BOBIBT  JIPHSOK,  ISQ. 

Bmid€9  Biuoft,  JmL  S7, 1780. 

I HAYB  returned  yoitr  tragedy,  Sir,  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  after  having 
read  it  again,  and  without  wishing  any  more  alterations  tlian  the 
few  I  hinted  before.  There  may  be  some  few  incorreotneases,  but 
none  of  mnoh  oonsequenoe. 

I  mnst  again  appkod  your  art  and  judgment,  Sir,  in  haying  made 
so  rational  a  play  out  of  my  wild  tale;  and^ere  you  haye  changed 
the  arrangement  of  the  incidents,  you  haye  applied  them  to  great 
adyantage.  The  characters  of  the  mother  and  daughter  you  have 
rendered  more  natural  by  giving  jealousy  to  the  mother,  and  more 
passion  to  the  daughter.  In  shcnt,  you  have  both  honoured  and 
improved  my  outlines :  my  vanity  is  content,  and  truth  enjoins  me 
to  do  justice.  Bishop  Warburton,  in  his  additional  notes  to  Pope's 
Works,  which  I  saw  in  print  in  his  bookseller's  hands,  though  ^ey 
have  not  yet  been  publidied,  observed  that  the  plan  of  *  The  Oastle 
of  Otranto' was  regularly  a  drama':  an  intention  I  am  sure  I  do  not 
pretend  to  have  conceived ;  nor,  indeed,  can  I  venture  to  affirm  that 
I  had  any  intention  at  all  but  to  amuse  myself— no,  not  even  a  plan^ 
till  some  pages  were  written.  You,  EKr,  have  realised  his  idea,  and 
yet  I  believe  the  Bishop  would  be  surprised  to  see  how  well  you 
have  succeeded.  One  cannot  be  quite  ashamed  of  one's  follies,  if 
genius  condescends  to  adopt,  and  put  them  to  a  sensible  use.  AGss 
Aikin  flattered  me  even  by  stooping  to  tread  in  my  eccentric  steps. 

>  ''WelMiTebeenlatdyeiitflrtdiiedwUhwbailwillfeiitiire  to  call,  a  niMterpiees 
kk  tlM  Fable ;  and  of  a  new  q^odet  UkewiNu  Tho  pioee  I  moaa  la '  The  Oaaile  of 
Oiranio.'  The  aeene  la  laid  in  Qothie  chiyalxy;  where  a  beaaUfid  imaginationt 
aapported  by  atiength  of  Jadgmeni,  haa  enabled  the  author  to  go  bejond  Ua  anbject^ 
and  eibet  this  fiiU  pnrpeae  of  the  aneient  tragedy ;  that  ii,  to  pmige  the  paaaiona  hj 
pity  and  tenor,  in  eoUmring  aa  greet  and  harmonioiia  aa  in  any  of  Uie  beat  dramatie 
writera."  WaHmrUm,  (IfoU  to  Pop^s  *  TmiL  of  Horace;  Book  2,  £p.  1,  t.  14S. 
Compere  rol.  L  p.  lxzil.--Cu*n*eBAM. 
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Her  *  Fragmenf^' '  flunig^  but  a  speoimeD,  showed  her  talent  for 
imprinting  terror.  I  cannot  complimant  the  author  of  the  'Old 
Engliflh  Baron,'  profoBsedly  imtten  in  imitation^  bat  as  a  correotiTe 
of '  The  Castle  of  Otranto.'  It  was  totally  yoid  of  imagination  and 
interest ;  had  soaroe  any  ineidents ;  and,  though  it  condemned  the 
marvellousy  admitted  a  ghost  I  suppose  the  author  thought  a  tame 
ghost  might  come  within  the  laws  cf  probabilLty.  You  alone.  Sir, 
have  kept  within  nature,  and  made  superstition  supply  the  place  of 
phenomenon,  yet  acting  as  the  agent  of  divine  justice — a  beautiful 
use  of  bigotry. 

I  was  mistaken  in  thinking  the  end  of  the  first  act  defideni  The 
leaves  stuck  together,  and,  there  intervening  two  or  three  blank 
pages  between  the  first  and  second  acts,  I  examined  no  fieurther, 
but  concluded  the  former  imperfect,  which  on  the  second  reading  I 
found  it  was  not. 

I  imagine,  Sir,  that  the  theatres  of  DuUin  cannot  have  fewer 
good  performers  than  those  of  London ;  may  I  ask  why  you  prefer 
ours  P  Your  own  directions  and  instructions  would  be  of  great 
advantage  to  your  play;  especially  if  you  suspect  antitragic  pre« 
judices  in  the  managers.  You,  too,  would  be  the  best  judge  at  the 
rehearsal  of  what  might  be  improvements.  Managers  will  take 
liberties,  and  often  curtail  necessary  speeches,  so  as  to  produce  non- 
sense. Methinks  it  is  unkind  to  send  a  child,  of  which  you  have  so 
much  reason  to  be  proud,  to  a  Foundling  Hospital 
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JBSsrMey  iSS^iiar^  /on.  S9, 1780. 

Thb  weather-cock  Marquis  has  taken  his  part,  or  rather  his  leave, 
and  resigned  his  key  on  Thursday.  But  there  was  a  more  extra- 
ordinary phenomenon  in  the  closet  the  same  day.  Lord  Gtooige 
Oordon  asked  an  audience,  was  admitted,  and  incontinently  began 
reading  his  Irish  pamphlet,  and  the  Eong  had  the  patience  to  hear 
him  do  so  for  above  an  hour,  till  it  was  so  dark  that  the  leotorer 
could  not  see.  His  Majesty  then  desired  to  be  excused,  and  said  he 
would  finish  the  piece  himsel£  *^  Well  I  **  said  the  lunatic  apostle, 
'*  but  you  must  give  me  your  honour  that  you  will  read  it  ouV* 
The  King  promised,  but  was  forced  to  pledge  his  honour.    It  puts 

'  Oomptre  Letter  io  Mmod,  Sth  April,  l778.->Cinin«oiiAM. 
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ane  in  muid  of  Chailes  IL  ai  Soooii»  before  his  R«rtonrfioiL  It 
iB  to  be  hoped  tbii  man  ii  to  mad,  that  it  will  aoon  oome  to 
^perSettioD^  xaoleu  my  jdaa  is  adoptedi  of  shuttmg  up  in  Bedkm 
the  few  penoDB  in  this  country  that  remain  in  their  senses.  Itwoold 
be  easier  and  much  die^wr  than  to  confine  all  the  deliiions. 

Your  Ladyship  asked  me  in  yoor  last,  whether  it  was  thesitiiaiioii 
of  public  a&iis  that  a£Eected  my  nenres :  to  be  sure  there  would  be 
more  Roman  dignity  in  answmng.  Yes ;  bat  something  less  than 
tnitL  I  Isar  one's  country  is  neyer  so  near  one's  heart  that  the 
clapping  of  a  door  gives  it  a  palpitation.  My  total  weakness  and 
variety  of  pains,  and  the  trepidation  that  the  least  surprise  causeB 
on  my  nerves,  make  me  so  occupied  with  sd^  that  I  doubt  the  case 
of  poor  oraiy  old  Engiaud  doss  not  afEBot  me  so  entirely  as  it  ou^; 
and  as  she,  however  crippled,  will  hobble  on  somehow  or  ofiier;  and 
as  my  option  lies  only  between  suffioring  and  eztinotLon,  the  surviving 
would  is  but  a  ssocmdary  coasideration.  Nay,  I  am  often  divided 
between  contrary  shames ;  sometimes  I  blush  at  attending  more  to 
myself  than  to  my  patria;  and  sometimes,  at  being  anxious  about 
a  scene  in  which  I  can  take  so  little  part,  and  which  I  must  quit  so 
soon  I  This  incertitode  is  very  natural — but  as  I  have  no  time  for 
affiBctation,  I  let  myself  go  according  as  the  several  sensatioDs  rise 
uppermost ;  and  flie  Whig  or  the  superannuated  invalid  pied<»ni- 
nates,  as  the  weather-glass  of  my  health  mounts  or  sinks. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  verses,  whidi  I  have  just  printed  at  Straw- 
beny,  only  a  few  copies,  and  which  I  hope  you  will  think  pretty. 
They  were  written  three  months  ago  by  Mr.  Charles  Miller,  brother 
of  Sir  John,  on  seeing  Lady  Bioratia  at  NunehaoL  The  poor  giil 
is  better.  Sir  Richard  Jebb  pronounced  her  in  a  consumption ;  but 
he  is  such  a  raven  that  I  did  not  believe  him,  nor  do.  The  moment 
she  came  te  town,  the  Buohess  d!  Aneaster  carried  her  for  two  days 
to  Lady  Elizabeth  Bvndl's;  and  as  she  returned  better,  and 
not  worse,  as  I  expected,  from  soak  a  scene,  I  am  little  alarmed 
for  her. 

When  may  one  expect  to  see  you  in  town.  Madam  P  or  are  you 
learning  to  skato  d  h  royofe  t  A  proptm^  I  was  diverted  wifli  your 
Ladyship's  calling  my  princes  and  princesses  my  rojfoi  society.  It 
was  as  little  in  my  calonlation  or  plan  to  pass  the  end  of  my  days 
with  highnesses  as  with  philosophers.  Encore  h  pmpn^  Princess 
Amelie  told  us  an  egcellent  story  toother  night  of  Lady  Mary  Ooke. 
Her  Royal  Highness  dines  once  a  week  at  Lady  Holdemesse's,  with 
only  the  party  finr  the  evening  loo.    Lady  Mary  asked  the  same 
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honour^  The  Prinoen  insisted  on  a  yery  small  dinner,  as  she  has 
on  those  occasions ;  bat  fonnd  a  banqnet  As  she  sat  down,  the 
Groom  of  the  Chambers  presented  to  her,  as  she  thought,  an  empty 
gilt  salyer — ^for  what  purpose  she  oonld  not  gaess ;  but  on  it  lay 
(what  she  had  not  seen,  being  so  purblind,)  two  gold  pins  to  pin  her 
naiddnt  as  is  her  way.  Still  she  did  not  perbeiye  they  were  of  gold; 
and  after  dinner  flnng  tiiem  away ;  when,  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of 
magnifioemne,  Lady  Mary  retired  to  hunt  for  her  pins. 

I  forgot  to  ask  yon,  Madam,  if  you  are  not  glad  ihat  Lord  George 
Gofdon  is  a.ficoi?  Wonld  one  deny  tiiem  the  benefit  of  the  Union» 
and  monopolise  Innaoy  ourselyes  P  I  was  once  talking  to  Orawfbrd 
on  our  frensy,  and  he  repUed,  ^  We  are  not  mad.'' — ^''No,''  said  I, 
''but  yon  kmw  we  axe,  and  profit  of  if 
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Jan.  29, 1780. 

Hbbb  are  Mr.  Miller's  Tenses :  his  poetry,  it  seems,  was  no  secret 
to  you.    It  is  eafiy,  and  he  has  an  ear. 

Your  tenant's  late  husband  has  resigned.  Haye  yon  much  joy  in 
foch  a  conyert  P 

Hans  Stanley  has  left  yarions  works :  one  is  a  defence  of  our 
aeisdng  the  French  ships  previous  to  the  last  war.  It  is  a  dialogue 
in  imitation  of  Tully's  philosophic  works,  and  is  written  in  Laiin  too. 
Do  you  wonder  he  cut  his  throat  P  I  formerly  was  obliged  to  read  a 
poem  of  his  in  three  cantos  at  Lady  Herrey's,  and  what  was  fifty 
times  worse,  before  him.  It  was  the  ^Ninth  Statue'  from  the '  Arabiaji 
Nights,'  and  in  imitation  of  *  Dryden's  Fables.'  Whether  good  or 
bad  you  may  imagine,  I  cannot  tell ;  I  was  to  stop  and  admire,  and 
yery  likely  did — at  the  worst  lines  in  ii  Awkward  he  was,  and 
brayed,  but  I  never  knew  why  he  could  not  read  his  own  work. 
Hie  was  now  translating  Pindar,  and  had  fetched  Dr.  Potter  to  town 
to  si^peryise  it 

Xiord  Gtoorge  Gordon  has  had  an  audience  of  the  King,  and  read 
i|n  Irish  pamphlet  to  him  for  above  an  hour,  till  it  was  pitch  dark, 
and  then  exacted  a  promise  on  honour  that  his  Majesty  would  finish 
it :  he  did,  and  then  went  to  skate.  It  is  impossible  to  wind  up  a 
letter  higher. 


VOU  TO. 
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iMbelqr  S^flmt,  Si.  Ohmie^s  Daif,  Jan.  1 78QL 

I WBOTB  to  yon  last  night,  and  must  write  to  you  again,  fliough  I 
do  not  know  wheflier  youhaTO  leisure  or  inclination  to  attend  to  ttie 
idle  occupations  with  which  I  am  forced  to  amuse  myself,  as  I  addom 
now  stir  out  of  my  own  house. 

This  morning,  turning  oyer  the  second  volume  of  flie  new 
'  Biographia,'  I  found  the  following  precious  sentence  in  the  last 
additional  note  to  the  life  of  Dr.  Bentleyi  communicated  by  &b 
ingenious  Mr.  Cumberland,  who,  giving  an  account,  too,  of  his  unde, 
Mr.  Bentley's  writings,  becauBe  the  latter  has  the  honour  of  being 
related  to  him,  says,  speaking  of  Philodamus,  *^  it  was  esteemed  by 
the  late  eminent  poet,  Mr.  Ghray,  to  be  one  of  the  most  capital  poems 
in  the  English  language.  Aocardmgfy,  Mr.  Ghray  wrote  a  laboured 
and  elegant  commentary  upon  it,  which  abounds  with  wit,  and  is  one 
of  his  best  productions.''  I  say  nothing  of  the  excellent  application 
of  the  word  accordingly,  nor  of  the  false  Engh'sh  in  the  last  whick, 
which  should  refer  to  it,  and  not  as  he  means  it  should,  to  com" 
mewtary,  nor  to  the  pedantic  and  Bentleian  epithets  of  laboured  and 
elegant,  terms  &r  below  anything  of  Gray's  writing,  and  only  worthy 
of  prefeces  written  by  witlings  who  are  jealous  of,  and  yet  compli- 
ment, one  another ;  but  laboured  I  dare  to  swear  it  was  not,  and  for 
the  wit  of  it,  though  probably  true,  Cumberland,  of  all  men  living,  is 
the  worst  judge,  who  told  me  it  was  pity  Ghray's  letters  were  printed 
as  they  disgraced  him.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  what  this  jacka- 
dandy  calls  a  conmientary,  and  which  I  suppose  was  a  fiunfliar 
letter,  and  perhaps  a  short  one ;  for  Ghray  could  express  in  ten  lines, 
what  the  f^  (tf  sdholiastB  would  make  twenty  times  as  long  as 
the  text 

Mr.  Cumberland,  full  as  ingenuous  as  he  is  ingenious,  has  barely 
mentioned  the  edition  of  his  grandfother's  *  Lucan,'  which,  with 
singular  veracity,  he  sajrs  that  he,  Mr.  Cumberland,  published.  The 
truth  of  which  veracity  is  exactly  this :  the  MS.  of  the  notes,  I 
believe,  was  in  Cumberland's  possession,  who  gave  it  to  his  uncle  for 
the  latter's  benefit,  and  for  the  latter's  benefit  I  printed  it  at  Straw- 
berry Hill,  entirely  at  my  own  expense,  found  the  paper,  and  as  it 
was  at  least  a  year  printing,  and  I  had  but  one  printer  at  a  guinea  a 
week,  it  cost  me  above  fifty  guineas.    Mr.  Bentley  alone  selected 
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and  raviaed  the  notes,  and  he  and  I  revised  the  prooMieeiB ;  and  as 
Mr.  Bentley  did  not  choosey  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself  or  to 
his  nephew>  to  appear  the  editor,  Oumbeiland's  name  was  affixed  to 
the  dedication,  which,  with  Hie  gift  of  the  MS.,  entitled  him,  I 
sappose,  to  the  right  of  oallxng  it  Am  publication — an  honour,  how- 
ever, which  I  shall  not  contest  with  him.  I  am  no  more  jealous  of 
such  jaokdaVs  feathersy  than  I  was  flattered  by  them,  when  Bishop 
Pearoe  complimented  me  on  publishing  *  Learned  Autkan/  lor  so 
he  thought  Lucan,  because  he  wrote  in  what  is  foolishly  called  one  qf 
ike  learned  languages :  called  so  at  firsts  no  doubt,  by  one  of  those 
dunces  who  call  themselyes  learned  men.  Did  I  ever  tell  you  a 
ridiculous  Uunder  that  happened  to  our  edition  by  Mr.  Bentley's  and 
my  carelessness.  He  had  chosen  hr  the  motto  a  noteout  of  the  MS., 
in  whiohjwere  these  words,  MuUa  emU  eondonanda  in  opere poekumo^ 
80  they  stand  in  the  title-page,  but,  alas  I  Mr.  Bentley  had  rejected 
the  note,*  and  thus  the  motto  quotes  a  note  not  to  be  found  in  the 
edition.  He  did  not  recollect  he  had  done  so,  and  I  never  searched 
for  the  note  till  after  the  edition  was  published. 

Well :  I  am  but  expunged  out  of  the  list  of  printers :  you  are  to 
be  dethroned  as  an  author.  Mr.  Cumberland  has  written  a  laboured 
and  ehgaiUdrama^  which  by  the  title  I  concluded  was  to  be  very 
comical,  and  more  likely  to  endanger  the  celebrity  of  Aristophanes 
than  of  any  living  wighi  It  is  called  '  The  Widow  ofDeJphit  or  the 
Deaeeni  qftke  Deiiiee,*  and  I  am  told  is  to  demolish  flie  reputation  of 
^Caraetacus.'  A  prieie  of  the  subject  was  published  two  days  ago 
in  the  *  Public  Advertiser '  for  the  benefit  of  the  iUUeraHf  who  are 
informed  that  poor  Shakespeare  was  mistaken  in  calling  the  spot  of 
the  scene  Ddpkoe  instead  of  Delphi.  I  hopethere  will  be  a  dance  of 
Cydopses  (I  don't  know  vribether  commentators  wiU  allow  that 
tennination)  hammering,  by  the  order  of  Yenus,  armour  to  keep  the 
author  invulnerable,  who  has  hitherto  been  terribly  bruised  in  all 
his  combats  with  mortals.  He  is  as  sore  as  a  tetter,  yet  always 
blunderiog  into  new  scrapes. 

I  have  heard  of  something  you  received  and  suppressed,  and  I  adore 
your  temper,  prndeoce  and  virtue.    For  God's  sake  be  always  as 

>  nMBOto  tiiai  wfli  mniUad,  wm  on  line  Ml,  Lib.  Iv. 

*  KoB  eipaoUftii  Antmia  rlribas  hotUs.* 

The  moti  importMii  note  in  thii  book  bj  Bentloy  la  on  Lib.  L  t.  SSI,  wUeb  containa 
and  izpUdns  his  fiuonoiii  metrical  eanon  on  the  paue  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  foot  of  the 
T«ne :  "In  Tona  beroioo  raio  admodam  St  diftineUo plenlor  |MMia»  Tel  daaenl%  in 
fide  qainto,"  Jke.,  wbieh  thoa|^  generally,  ia  not  uniTenallj  tme. — Mmoan. 
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firm ;  let  qb  hftTe  noflmig  that  sqidnts  that  way.  I  doubt  wliethflr 
it  eTer  oogbt  to  be  the  rMo  uUima  of  any  oanae.  I  am  sore  it 
omgbt  ne?«r  to  be  the  fint  ratio  of  the  best  eanae ;  and  it  is  oertaia 
that  only  the  wont  has  generally  been  the  better  in  the  end  fiv 
that  uUima  mMs.    Adiea  I 
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ju.a,ir8(i 

1 04NM0T  tell  your  Ladyship  predusely  the  story  of  the  Duke  of 
Anoaster's  presentiment^  for  I  hare  forgotten  it,  haying  heard  it  bat 
onoe  imperfectly,  and  being  not  apt  to  listen  attentiyely  to  dreams 
and  angaries :  all  I  remember  was,  that  onoe  walking  with  her,  he 
said  something  of  foreseeing  he  should  not  live  long. 

I  send  your  Ladyship,  as  you  order,  Lady  Craren's  Novel,  which 
is,  being  very  shorty  full  of  one  long  name,  but  not  of  long  names. 
It  is  scarce  a  story,  and  I  am  told,  is  a  translation ;  but  it  is  very 
prettily  told,  and  has,  I  will  swear,  several  original  expressions,  that 
are  charaoteristio,  and  must  be^  her  own.  There  is  no  mystery  or 
secret  about  it^  except  that  it  was  one  to  me  for  four-and-twenty 
hours,  being  sent  to  me  anonymously,  and  I  was  all  that  time 
before  I  guessed  the  author.  The  reason  of  my  not  naming  it, 
Madam,  you  will  find  ia  my  character,  which  abhors  anything  that 
looks  like  vanity.  Though  I  am  very  proud  of  it,  do  I  ever  boast  of 
your  goodness  to  me  P    It  is  certainly  very  glorioi 


To  bare  dontendiog  Qneeni  si  dssd  of  night 
Fomke  tlieir  doim— 

and  write  for  me  or  to  me ;  but  henours  to  me  are  never  unao- 
companied  by  retrospect  to  myself  where  I  behold  nothing  but  a 
wretched  d:detoa,  eoMcieae  cf  a  flionsand  iralts  and  defeots,  ill- 
skinned  over  with  one  or  two  studied  and  ngative  virtues^  and  at 
my  best  time  possessed  of  only  medioore  and  ocmmon-plaoe  talents 
— ^which  being  a  true  pkAmre,  you  will  be  so  good,  Madam,  as  not 
imagine  that  I  wish  to  have  it  retouched,  and  therefore  do  not  send 
it  me  back  varnished,  I  beseech  you. 

I  must  certainly  agree  wiili  you,  Madam,  about  (lie  two  mad 
Lords  you  mention,  for  you  know  I  have  long  thought  the  whole 
nation  out  of  its  seuses.  I  go  fiurther  now,  for  I  am  of  opinion  that, 
like  some  animals,  who  by  instinct  medicine  tfaemselvsfl^  we  ara 
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going  to  apply  that  remedy  of  insanityy  letting  ourselyes  blood.  Had 
the  petitions  been  the  tide  of  an  mdyenal  torrent,  fhey  might  hare 
done  what  good  they  pleased ;  but  I  fear,  wifli  ytm,  that  that  is  not 
the  case.  Lord  Ohohnondeley  told  me  that  in  Cheshire  not  one  of 
the  Whig  gentlemen  wonld  sign  the  petition*  In  Norfolk,  the 
oomity  I  know  the  best,  there  is  soaroe  a  name,  exeept  Mr.  Coke's, 
of  any  of  the  great  Whig  or  Tory  fionilies  to  the  first  signature. 
Nor  can  I  bdiere,  when  tiiree  parts  in  four  of  England  were  with 
the  Oouxtf  that  even  half  havd  changed  their  opinions  in  one  year, 
giddy  as  multitudes  are.  The  Oourt  has  been  thunderstruck  with 
what  has  been  already  done ;  but  will  reoorer  its  spirits,  and  have 
a  firm  back  game,  for  I  do  not  find  that  one  Scotch  oounty  has 
petitioned.  If  the  petitioning  committees  reoeiTe  no  satis&otion,  they 
will  grow  outrageous — and  then — ^but  I  do  not  care  to  be  a  prophet. 
I  like  petitions ;  it  is  a  Whig  measure.  I  wished  for,  and  recom* 
mended  them  fiye  years  ago,  when  tiiey  might  have  checked  at  least 
infinite  mischief,  and  preyented  the  waste  of  buckets  of  blood  and 
treasure ;  but  some  heads  of  opposition  were  still  too  much  in  hopes 
of  passing  into  the  closet  without  breaking  open  the  door  I  though 
Yorkshire  could  have  been  led  to  petition  tiita  as  easily  as  now. 
Well  I  we  must  still  hope  the  besi  Principles  axe,  or  ought  to  be, 
permanent  things ;  and  if  they  are  right,  must  not  be  influenced  by 
temporary  events.  We  must  only  take  care  not  to  mistake  passions 
for  principles,  nor  let  the  latter  be  the  aggressors,  especially  when 
the  path  leads  to  Uood.  I  dread  the  spilling  of  blood  for  itsel£  I 
dread  drawing  it,  because^  though  the  person  may  sufler,  the  drown, 
nine  times  in  ten,  is  the  gainer ;  and  I  dread  it  more  particularly 
now,  because  my  Whiggism  was  taught  to  consider  France  as  our 
capital  enemy,  and  die  will  be  most  advantaged  by  our  domestic 
feuds.  The  Oourt  deserves  «v0r3rthing  that  a  mined  and  dishonoured 
nation  can  inflict,  and  has  left  iMf  without  excuse.  Who  could 
plead  for  it^  wken  its  own  acoompUces  aond  tods  fly  fiam  it  P-— But  I 
do  hope  our  friends  will  remember  thai  we  have  enemies  at  sea  as 
well  as  at  land,  and  that  the  Temple  will  not  be  taken  by  the 
Romanfl,  while  we  are  pulling  down  the  Pharisees. 

P.S. — ^I  write  thus  fi^y,  because  my  letter  goes  by  the  coach 
wifli  Lady  Craven's  book.  It  diould  not  whisper  my  fens  to  the 
lowest  courtier  in  the  Post  Office,  because  it  is  better  the  Court 
should  be  alarmed  and  bend.  Its  roideur  would  produce  all  I 
apprehend* 
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Arfeslqr  Sftunre,  FA,  5^  178a 

I  HAVB  been  taimng  over  the  new  second  yolmne  of  flie 
'  Biographia,'  and  find  the  additions  very  poor  and  lean  per- 
formanoes.  The  lives  entirely  new  are  partial  and  flattering, 
being  contributions  of  the  Mends  of  those  whose  lives  are  reccnded. 
This  publication  made  at  a  time  when  I  have  lived  to  see  several  of 
my  contemporaries  deposited  in  this  national  Temple  of  Fame  has 
made  me  smfle^  and  reflect  that  many  preceding  auttiors,  who  haTe 
been  installed  there  with  much  respect^  may  have  been  as  trifling 
personages  as  those  we  have  known  and  now  behold  consecrated  to 
memory.  Three  or  four  have  struck  me  particularly,  as  Dr.  Birdi, 
who  was  a  worthy^  good-natured  soul,  full  of  indusfay  and  activity, 
and  running  about  like  a  young  setting-dog  in  quest  of  anyfliing, 
new  or  old,  and  with  no  parts,  taste,  or  judgment  Then  there  is 
Dr.  Blackwell,'  the  most  impertinent  literary  coxcomb  upon  earth — 
but  ttie  editor  has  been  so  just  as  to  insert  a  very  merited  satire  on 
his  '  Court  of  Aug^nstus.' 

The  third  is  Dr.  Brown,  that  mountebank,  who  for  a  little  time 
made  as  much  noise  by  his  'Estimate,*  as  ever  quack  did  by  a 
nostrum.  I  do  not  know  if  I  ever  told  you  how  much  I  was  strudc 
the  only  time  I  ever  saw  him.  You  know  one  object,  and  the 
anathemas, of  his  'Estimate'  was  fiie  Italian  Opera;  yet  did  I  find 
him  one  evening,  in  Passion  Week,  accompanying  some  of  the 
Italian  singers,  at  a  concert  at  Lady  Carlisle's.  A  clergyman,  no 
doubt,  is  not  obliged  to  be  on  his  knees  the  whole  week  before 
Easter,  and  music  and  a  concert  are  harmless  amusements;  but 
when  Oato  or  Oalvin  are  out  of  dharaoter,  reformation  becomes 
ridiculous — ^but  poor  Dr.  Brown  was  mad,*  and  therefcne  might  be  in 
earnest,  whether  he  played  the  fool  or  the  reformer. 

You  recdlleet,  perhaps,  the  threat  of  Dr.  Kippis  to  me,  which  ii 
to  be  executed  on  my  &ther,  fiir  my  calling  the  first  edition  of  the 
'Biographia'  the  'Yindicatio  Britannica'* — but  observe  how  truth 

^  Dr.  TImhbm  Blaflkwdn,  prindpal  of  the  Mirlielial  Oolkge  in  Aberdeen.  Beridet 
Ike  ftbore  wock,  lie  wrote '  An  Enquiry  into  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Homer/  and 
*  Letters  oonoerning  Mythology.'    He  died  in  1767. — Wmionr. 

'  In  September,  1766,  he  destroyed  himself  in  n  St  of  insuiity. — Waionv. 

*  'Yindioktio  Britenniot, or, n  Defence  of  Sfeiybody.'    The  eiprssilon  oeean ia 
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emerges  at  last  I  In  his  new  voliime  he  confesses  that  the  article  of 
Lord  Arlington,  which  I  had  specified  as  one  of  the  most  censurable, 
is  the  one  most  deserving  that  censnrOy  and  that  the  dharaoter  of 
Lord  Arlington  is  ''  palliated  beyond  all  tmth  and  reason  ** — ^words 
stronger  than  mine — yet  mine  desenred  to  draw  vengeance  on  my 
&ther  I  so  a  Presbyterian  divine  inverts  divine  judgment,  and  visite 
the  sins  of  the  children  on  the  parents  I 

Cardinal  Beaton's  character,  softened  in  the  first  edition,  g^itle 
Dr.  Eippis  pronounces  '*  extremely  detestable  ** — ^yet  was  I  to  blame 
for  hinting  such  defects  in  that  work  I — and  yet  my  words  are 
quoted  to  show  that  Lord  Orrery's  poetry  was  ridiculously  bad.  In 
like  manner,  Mr.  Cumberland,  who  assumes  the  whole  honour  of 
publishing  his  gnmdfather's  *  Lucan,'  and  does  not  deign  to  mention 
its  being  published  at  Strawberry  Hill  (though  by  the  way  I  believe 
it  will  be  oftener  purchased  for  having  been  printed  there,  than  for 
wearing  Mr.  Cumberland's  name  to  the  dedication),  and  yet  he 
quotes  me  for  having  praised  his  ancestor  in  one  of  my  publictttions. 
These  little  instances  of  pride  and  spleen  divert  me,  and  then  make 
me  reflect  sadly  on  human  weaknesses.  I  am  very  apt  myself  to 
like  what  flatters  my  opinions  or  passions,  and  to  reject  scornfully 
what  thwarts  them,  even  in  the  same  persons.  The  more  one  lives, 
the  more  one  discovers  one's  ugliness  in  the  features  of  others! 
I  dear  Sir :  I  hope  you  do  not  suffer  by  this  severe  season. 


P.S.  I  remember  two  other  instances,  where  my  impartiality,  or 
at  least  my  sincerity,  have  exposed  me  to  double  censure.  You 
perhaps  condemn  my  severity  on  Charles  the  First;  yet  the  late 
Mr.  Holhs  wrote  against  me  in  the  newspapers,  for  condemning  the 
republicans  for  their  destruction  of  ancient  monuments.  Some 
Uamed  me  for  undervaluing  the  Flemish  and  Dutch  pictures  in  my 
pre&oe  to  the  ^.^Bdes  Walpolianse.'  Barry  the  painter,  because  I 
laughed  at  his  extravagances,  says,  in  his  rejection  of  that  school, 
^'  But  I  leave  them  to  be  admired  by  the  Hon«  Horace  Walpole,  and 
such  judges."*    Would  not  one  think  I  had  been  their  champion  I 

bk  'Aeoomi  of  Ike  Btri  of  Aii|^«^;  In  hU  'Royil   tad  Nobto  Aothon.'— 
"  It  wiU  behoreni,"  mjt  Kippi%  "when  we  ceme  io'The lifcof  8ir  Bob«rl  Walpole,* 
to  teke  care  that  we  be  not  too  milky."— CmnmieHAa. 
>  See  ToL  vL  p.  187.— CrasuaBAM. 
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I  wuTB  only  when  I  liate  (acts  to  send.  Detached  soenea  there 
have  been  in  different  provinces  t  ihey  will  be  collected  soon  into  ft 
drama  in  St  Stephen's  Chapel.  One  or  t?ro  and  twenty  ooanties, 
and  two  or  three  towns,  hare  voted  petition^.  But  in  Northampton- 
shire Lord  Spencer  was  disappointed,  and  a  tery  moderate  petition 
was  ordered.  The  same  happened  at  Carlisle.  At  first,  flie  Contt 
was  straok  dumb,  but  have  b^on  to  rally.  Gountef-protests  hare 
been  signed  in  Hertford  and  Huntingdon  shires,  in  Surrey  and 
Sussex.  Last  Wednesday  a  meeting  Was  summoned  in  Westminster 
Hall :  Charles  Fox  harangued  the  people  finely  and  warmly ;  aud 
not  only  a  petition  was  voted,  but  he  was  proposed  for  candidi^  for 
that  city  at  the  next  general  election,  and  was  accepted  jojrfuUy. 
Wilkes  was  his  zealous  advocate:  how  few  years  since  a  public 
breakfost  was  given  at  HoUand  House  to  support  Colonel  LuttreD 
against  Wilkes  I  Charles  Fox  and  his  brother  rode  thence  at  the 
head  of  their  firiends  to  Brentford.  Ovid's  Metamorphoses  contains 
not  stranger  transformations  than  party  can  work. 

I  must  introduce  a  new  actor  to  you,  a  Lord  George  GK>rdon,— 
metamorphosed  a  little  too,  for  his  £Eunily  were  Jacobites  and  Boman 
Catholics :  he  is  the  Lilbume  of  the  Scottish  Presbyterians,  and  an 
apostle  against  the  Papists.  He  dresses,  that  is,  wears  long  lank 
hair  about  his  shoulders,  like  the  first  Methodists;  though  Itake  the 
modem  ones  to  be  no  Anti-CathoUcs.  This  mad  lord,  for  so  all  his 
fiunily  have  been  too,  and  are,  has  likewise  assumed  iiie  patronage 
of  Lreland.  Last  Thiursday  he  asked  an  audience  of  the  King,  and, 
the  moment  he  was  admitted  into  the  doset,  began  reading  an  Irish 
pamphlet,  and  continued  for  an  hour,  till  it  was  so  dark  he  could  not 
see ;  and  then  left  the  pamphlet,  exactiiig  a  promise  on  royal  honour 
that  his  Majesty  would  fiuish  ii  Were  I  on  the  throne,  I  would 
make  Dr.  Monro*  a  Groom  of  my  Bedchamber :  indeed  it  has  been 
necessary  for  some  time ;  for,  of  the  King's  lords,  Lord  Bolingbroke 
is  in  a  mad-house,  and  Lord  Pomfret  and  my  nephew  ought  to  b4 
there.  The  last,  being  fond  of  onions,  has  lately  distributed  bushels 
of  that  root  to  his  Militia ;  Mr.  Windham'  will  not  be  soiprised. 

1  Pliyildia  of  Bedlam.— Walfoli. 

*  Mr.  Windham  had  been  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Mijor]  of  the  Norfolk  Militia  ondet 
Lord  Orfoid,  and  had  reaignod  on  the  trouhla  he  gate  Uiem.— Walfoul 
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By  file  tenor  of  the  petitionB  you  would  fhink  ire  were  starmg ; 
yet  fliere  is  a  little  ooiii  stirring.  Within  this  week  there  has  been 
a  cast  at  haeard  at  the  Cocoa  tree,  the  difference  of  which  amonnted 
to  an  hundred  and  finir-4Kxire  thousand  pounds.  Mr.  O^Bime^  an 
Irish  gamester,  had  won  one  hundred  fliousand  pounds  of  a  young 
Mr.  Harvey  of  Ghigwell,  just  started  from  a  midshipman^  into  an 
estate  by  his  elder  brother's  deaflL  (yBime  said, ''  Yon  can  nerer 
pay  me/'  ''  I  can,''  said  the  youtb ;  **  my  estate  will  sell  for  the 
debt.''  '' No/'  said  0.  ;'<!  will  win  ten  thousand— you  shall  (lirow 
for  the  odd  ninety.''    They  did,  and  Hanrey  won. 

However,  as  it  is  a  little  necessary  to  cast  about  for  resources,  it  is 
just  got  abroad,  that  about  a  year  ago  we  took  possession  of  a  trifling 
district  in  India  called  the  Proyince  of  Oude,  which  contains  four 
millions  of  inhabitants,  produces  between  three  and  four  millions  of 
revenue,  and  has  an  army  of  30,000  men :  it  was  scarce  thought  of 
consequence  enough  to  deserve  an  article  in  the  newspapers.  If  you 
are  so  oUMyk  as  to  ask  how  we  came  to  take  possession,  I  answer, 
by  the  new  law  of  nations;  by  the  law  by  which  Poland  was 
divided.  You  will  find  it  in  the  fttture  editions  of  Qrotius,  tit  '^  Si 
ime  terre  est  i  la  biens^ance  d'un  gnmd  Prince."  Oude  appertained 
by  that  very  law  to  the  lateSujahDowla.  His  successors  were  weak 
men,  which  m  India  is  incapacity.  Their  Majesties  the  East-India 
Company,  whom  Gk)d  long  preserve,  have  mte^eded. 

This  petfy  event  has  ascertained  the  existence  of  a  certain  being, 
who,  till  now,  has  not  been  much  more  than  a  matter  of  foith,— the 
GhrandLama.  Therearesomeafhirsof  trade  between  the  sovereignB 
of  Oude  and  his  Holiness  the  Lama.  Bo  not  imagine  flie  East- 
India  Company  have  leisure  to  trouble  their  heads  about  religion. 
Their  commanding  officer  corresponded  with  the  Tartar  Pope,  who, 
it  seems,  is  a  very  sensible  man.  The  Attomey-Cteneral  adced  this 
officer,  who  is  come  over,  how  the  Lama  wrote.  "Oh,"  said 
he,  ^'like  any  person."  <^ Could  I  see  his  letters?"  said  Mr. 
Wedderbume.  "Upon  my  word,"  said  the  officer,  "when  the 
business  was  settled,  I  threw  fliem  into  the  fire."  Howerer,  I  hear 
that  somebody,  not  quite  so  meroantile,  has  publiBhed  one  of  flie 
Lama's  letters  in  the  *  Philosophical  Transactions.'  Wellt  when  we 
break  in  Eunqie,  we  may  jMusk  up  and  remote  to  India,  and  be 
emperors  again  I 

*  Aftflrwiidi  Adminl  Sir  Eliab  Harrey,  Knt,  O.C.B.,  and  diitingaiihed  as  one  of 
Ibe  heroes  of  TnfUgar.  He  ni  in  the  Houe  of  Commone  lar  the  town  of  Kalde* 
from  1780  io  178i,  and  for  the  county  of  £smx  from  1802  to  hii  death  in  1880.^ 
WniOBi 
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Do  you  believe  ma,  my  good  &x,  when  I  tell  joa  all  iliese  stnuige 
taleeP  Bo  you  think  me  distracted,  or  that  your  ooimtry  isso? 
Does  not  this  letter  seem  an  olio  oompoeed  of  ingredients  pidrad  out 
of  the  history  of  Charles  L,  of  Qodins  and  Sesostrisy  and  iiie 
Arabian  Nij^tsP  Yet  I  cotdd  have  coloured  it  higher  inflioiit 
trespassing  on  tmth ;  but  when  I,  inured  to  the  climate  of  my  own 
ooimtryy  can  scarcely  beliere  what  I  hear  and  see»  how  should  yoo, 
who  conyerse  only  with  the  ordinary  race  of  men  and  women,  gife 
credit  to  what  I  have  YentuFed  to  relate,  merdy  because  in  finty 
years  I  hare  constantly  endeayonred  to  tell  you  nothing  bnt  tra&f 
Horeoyer,  I  commonly  reserve  passages  that  are  not  of  pnblie 
notoriety,  not  having  the  smallest  inclination  to  put  the  credulity  of 
foreign  post-ofKoes  to  the  test  I  would  have  them  think  that  wears 
only  mad  with  valour,  and  that  Lord  Chatham's  doak  has  been 
divided  into  shreds  no  bigger  than  a  silver  penny  amongst  our 
soldiers  and  sailors.    Adieu  I 


1899.    TO  THB  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Berhdqf  Square,  Feb,  1%,  1780. 

I  OBET,  Madam,  as  £Eir  as  writing,  to  show  my  obedience;  but  I 
certainly  cannot  amuse  you.  Politics  I  disclaim,  when  Lord  Ossoiy 
is  in  town ;  he  sits  at  ^e  fountain  head,  and  I  can  get  no  purer  a 
draught,  than  what  is  adulterated  by  Betty'  or  Macpherson  for  ihdr 
different  customers.  Yet  when  nothing  is  stirring  but  politics,  what 
can  I  send  P  Oh  I  old  Egerton  is  dead,  and  has  left  the  Duke  oi 
Bridgewater  but  one  thousand  pounds  of  all  his  millions.  They  go 
to  a  sister  and  her  children,  and  then  to  a  Miss  Sykes ;  and  if  she 
does  not  become  a  Duchess,  then  to  the  above  said  Duke.  Anoth^ 
l^iacy  of  5000/.  is  given  to  Mrs.  Grey,  by  her  husband's  sister  Lady 
DL  Middleton. 

Everybody  is  fall  of  Mr.  Burke's  yesterday's  speech,  whidi  I  only 
mention  as  parent  of  a  fnot  of  Gtoorge  Selwyn.  Lord  George  Gordon, 
single,  divided  the  house,  and  Selwyn  set  him  down  afterwards  at 
White's,  where  he  said,  **  I  have  brought  the  whole  Opposition  in 
my  coach ;  and  I  hope  one  coach  will  always  hold  them,  if  they 
mean  to  take  away  the  Board  of  Works." ' 

Lord  Ossory  assures  me  your  Ladyship  will  be  here  next  week;  it 

>  8te  Tol  iL,  p.  218.— CmnriTOBAK. 

*  Of  whkii  Bdwyn  was  pajmaitw— OvmmraaAa. 
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will  be  a  red-lettered  day  in  my  almanao,  from  which  the  gout  has 
ezpimged  most  of  the  festiYale.  Another  ehall  be  Inmoemkf  Bay^ 
tar  the  Ladies  Amie  and  Ctorfarnde — and  I  bdieye  my  devotions  at 
my  ohapel  of  ease,  in  Ghroevenor  Place,  will  be  as  sincere^  mind,  I 
do  not  say  £arvent|  as  Lady  M.  Fit^ierald's  at  the  Lock  Hospital^  in 
ihe  neighbourhood. 
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Berhdeif  Sjuart,  Feb,  8S,  1780. 

I  HAVB  been  waiting  impatiently  for  a  confirmation  of  Sir  Gteorge 
Bodney's  yiotory  over  the  Spaniaxdsy  that  I  might  send  it  to  you  as 
dose  for  Monsieur  de  Barbantan ;  but  either  the  Admiral's  messenger- 
sloop  has  been  taken,  or  he  is  still  pursuing  the  flying  enemy,  or 
gone  to  the  West  Lidies.  However,  as  both  I^Mun  and  France 
allow  that  Sir  George  had  the  advantage,  there  is  no  dispute  but  on 
the  more  or  fewer  of  his  prizes.  Well  I  but  novel  as  triumphs  have 
been  of  late,  this  naval  one,  and  everything  else,  is  drowned  in  the 
present  great  domestic  moment  I  must  prepare  you  for  a  new  eora 
— so  new,  and  of  such  late  birth,  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  tell  you 
of  what  it  will  be  the  sora. 

I  have  mentioned  our  provincial  committees,  petitions,  and  asso- 
ciations. They  have  spread  into  nearly  half  the  EngKA  counties, 
and  have  acquired  additional  weight  by  the  approach  of  a  g^ieral 
election ;  wldch,  in  times  at  all  difficult,  always  puis  members  and 
candidates  upon  their  good  behaviour.  Spirit  begets  spirit,  as 
lethargy  is  catching  from  lethargy.  Last  week  Lord  North  was 
beaten  at  the  LidiaHouse  on  his  bargain  with  the  Company,  one  of 
the  promised  resources.  Yesterday  was  much  more  fatal  to  him. 
Sir  George  Savile,  to  humour  the  committee  of  Yorkshire,  demanded 
last  week  a  list  of  the  King's  pensions.  The  Speaker  was  suddenly 
taken  ill,  and  the  House  adjourned  till  yesterday.  The  Court,  in 
the  interval,  took  the  resolution  of  resisting  the  demand,  and  a 
pitched  battle  was  fought  with  reciprocal  animosity.  At  one  in  the 
morning  Lord  North  carried  a  softening  of  the  question,  not  a 
rejection,  but  by  two  voices ;  which  in  Parliamentary  language  or 
calculation  (for  in  such  times  the  calculators  always  desert  a  sinking 
vessel)  is  a  defeat.  The  Tories,  fearing  their  popularity  in  the 
country,  had  kept  away.  Some  may  return  if  the  Grown  is  pressed ; 
but  it  vrill  lose  as  many  among  the  lookerS'Out,  who  were  with  it 
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yeeterday,  as  itonteoilL  Inahort^  I  tihink  the  IGnisiers  mnst  M^ 
and  woidd  increafle  their  own  dangor  every  hotir  if  they  stayed.  The 
oommitteea  in  the  oonntry  will  be  animated  by  this  specimen  of  their 
importanoe.  The  Opposition  will  be  invigorated  by  hope,  ind 
other  oooaties  will  be  harried  by  and  into  11»b  torrent.  In  taiifli,ft 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  die  is  cast  A  ohange  of  men  and  measurci 
may  prevent  that  most  dreadful  of  evils,  advil  war;  and  the  longet 
the  Oourt  attempts  to  stem  the  coirent,  the  more  destmotive  will  the 
deluge  be.  It  is  to  be  wished,  too,  that  Hie  tUe,  which  has  tomsd 
rapidly,  may  be  as  swift  in  its  effects ;  or  we  shall  be  oocapied  Ij 
storms  at  home,  and  not  attend  to  our  wars  without. 

Thisisabrief  picture  or  sketch  which  time  must  finish.  I  might 
expatiate,  or  form  conjectures ;  but  you  see  that  I  cannot  tell  you 
more  than  I  have  of  what  may  be  fust  I  could  make  refleetioiis 
backward,  but  those  you  do  nit  want ;  and  it  is  their  part  to  make 
them  who  drew  themselves  into  such  a  desperate  situation  from  one 
of  perfect  happiness  and  security.  If  the  Court  is  pnident,  it  will 
yield  to  4he  first  necessity,  rather  than  hazard  the  last ;  and  will 
then  have  been  fi)rtunate  that  it  arrived  so  speedily  and  at  once.  A 
change  is  preferable  to  impeachments  or  to  outrages  of  the  moh 
I  abhor  bloodshed  and  violence,  and  heartily  wish  we  may  have  a 
quiet  revolution  in  the  Administration.  Should  authority  interpose 
topieserve  them,  it  will  risk  its  own  annihilation  and  theirs ;  indeed, 
it  ceases  to  be  authority  when  it  resorts  to  force.  It  delegates  its 
power  to  force,  becomes  subject  to  force,  refers  the  contest  to  the 
decision  of  opposite  forces,  which  is  ohoosmg  chance  for  arbiter,  and 
never  recovers  tiU  placid  acquiescence  gives  authority  its  own  tme 
energy. 

You  shall  hear  again  as  events  arise;  which  probaUy  will  be 
numerous.  Things  cannot  remain  in  the  present  stat^  nor  M 
back  into  their  usual  channel  without  achange  or  worse  convulsiont. 

Lady  Oatherine  Pelham'  is  dead,  at  four-score.  We  renmants  of 
happier  times  should  not  be  sorry  to  quit  a  scene  so  difibrent  from 
what  we  remember.  We  aged  know  how  fow  swim  through  a 
turbulent  sea  to  the  haven  where  they  would  be.  Waves  press  oa 
waves ;  new  actors  thrust  aside  those  who  commenced  the  commotion : 
— but  I  am  running  into  reflections.  I  return  to  pray  for  tranquillitf 
for  my  country.  If  it  is  not  my  lot  to  see  it,  I  shall  but  escape  so 
much  anguish  more  as  I  should  feel  if  witness  to  its  calamities. 

>  Siiier  of  John  MAiiiien»  third  Diilu  of  BaUsnd,  and  widow  of  Homy  Polhia^ 
Tint  Lord  of  iho  TnMory. — Walpolb. 
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1901.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILLIAM  COLX. 

Arfalqr  fipMV^  JUl  27, 1780. 

Unapt  as  you  are  to  enquire  afker  news,  dear  Sxt,  yon  wiah  to 
hare  Admiral  Bodnesr's  Tietorj  eonfiimed.'  I  can  now  aaBore  yon, 
fliat  he  has  had  a  considerable  adyaniage,  and  took  at  least  four 
Spanish  men-of-war^  and  an  Admiral,  who  they  say  is  since  dead  of 
his  wounds.  We  must  be  glad  of  ihese  deplorable  successes — but  I 
heartily  wish  we  had  no  longer  occasion  to  hq>e  fer  the  deetmetion 
of  any  of  our  spedes — but,  alas  I  it  looks  as  if  devastation  would  still 
open  new  fields  of  blood !  The  prospect  darkens  even  at  home— but 
however  you  and  I  may  diffsr  in  our  political  prineijdes,  it  would  be 
happy  if  everybody  would  pursue  (heirs  with  as  litQe  rancour.  How 
seldom  does  it  happen  in  political  contests,  that  any  side  can  count 
anything  but  its  wounds!  your  habitudes  sedude  you  firom  meddling 
in  our  divisions :  so  do  my  age  and  my  illnesses  me.  Sixty-two  is 
not  a  season  for  bustling  among  young  partisans.  Indeed,  if  the  times 
grow  perfectly  serious,  I  shall  not  wish  to  reach  sixty-three.  Bven  a 
superannuated  spectator  is  then  a  miserable  being;  for  though 
insensibility  is  one  of  the  softenings  of  old  age,  neither  one's  feelings 
nor  enjoyments  can  be  accompanied  with  tranquillity.  We  veterans 
must  hide  ourselves  in  inglorious  security,  and  lament  what  we 
cannot  prevent;  nor  shall  be  listened  to,  till  misfortunes  have  brought 
the  actors  to  their  senses ;  and  then  it  will  be  too  late,  or  they  will 
calm  themselves  foster  than  we  could  preach — ^but  I  hope,  the 
experience  of  the  last  century,  will  have  some  operation  and 
check  our  animosities.  Surely,  too,  we  shall  recollect  the  ruin  a 
civil  war  would  bring  on,  when  accompanied  by  such  collaterals  as 
French  and  Spanish  wars.  Providence  alone  can  steer  us  amidst  all 
these  rocks.  I  shall  watch  the  interposition  of  its  SBgis  with  anxiety 
and  hmnility.  It  saved  us  tins  last  summer,  and  nothing  else  I  am 
sure  did ;  but  often  the  mutual  follies  of  enemies  are  the  instruments 
of  Heaven.  If  it  pleases  not  to  inspire  wisdom,  I  diall  be  content  if 
it  extricates  us  by  the  reciprocal  blunders  and  oversights  of  all 

L,  at  least,  we  ought  never  to  despair.    It  is  almost 


1  Adnlnl  tMr  Ctooig«  Bodntj,  wb*  hMl  beea  dlipiitolied  to  Ike  nllef  of  Qilmltar, 
Um  gintoon  oC  whioli  wts  mxuh  dlstf  «Hkl  tar  prwrUio]^  after  Uking  e  oonvoy  of 
Speniih  diipt  bound  to  the  Cenoeat,  fell  in,  on  the  16th  of  Febroaiy,  off  Cape 
sL  Vincent,  with  the  Speniih  fleets  eommanded  by  Don  Jvmi  Lengan,  which  he 
defeated,  and  captured  four  aail  of  the  lint.— WnieBi. 
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my  systematic  belief,  that  as  eonning  and  penetration  are  seldoa 
exerted  for  good  ends,  it  is  tibe  absurdity  of  mankind  that  often  aete 
as  a  saooedaneom,  and  carries  on  and  maintains  the  equilibrium  tiist 
Heaven  designed  should  subsist  Adieu,  dear  Sir  1  Shall  we  live 
to  lay  down  our  heads  in  peace  P    Yours  ever. 

28^ — A  second  volume  of  Sir  Gtoorge  Rodney's  exploite  is  arrived 
to-day,  I  do  not  know  the  authentic  circumstances,  for  I  have  nol 
been  abroad  yet,  but  they  say  he  has  taken  four  more  Spanish  shqH 
of  the  line  and  five  frigates ;  of  the  former  one  of  ninety  guns. 
Spain  was  siok  of  the  war  before — bow  fi)rtnnate  if  she  would 
renounce  it  1 

I  have  just  got  a  new  '  History  of  Leicester,'  in  six  small  volumea 
It  seems  to  be  superficial;  but  the  aufiior  is  young,  and  talks 
modestly ;  which,  if  it  will  not  serve  instead  of  merit,  makes  one  at 
least  hope  he  will  improve,  and  not  grow  insolent  on  age  and  nune 
knowledge.  I  have  also  received  bom  Paris  a  copy  of  an  illumi- 
nation firom  La  Cit^  des  Dames  of  Christina  of  Pisa,  in  the  Freuch 
Sing's  library.  There  is  ber  own  portrait  with  three  allegorie 
figures.  I  have  learnt  much  more  about  her,  and  of  her  amour 
with  an  English  peer ; '  but  I  have  not  time  to  say  more  at  present 


1908.    TO  SIB  HOBAOB  MAKK. 

Berhde^  Square^  Mardk  Z,  17S0. 

As  my  last  letter  probably  alarmed  you,  I  write  again  to  tell 
you  that  nothing  decisive  has  happened.  The  troops  of  the  Palace 
even  rallied  a  little  yesterday  on  Mr.  Burke's  Bill  of  Beformation, 
or  Reduction,  yet  witii  evident  symptoms  of  caution ;  for  LordNorth, 
who  wished  to  defer  the  second  reading,  ventured  to  put  it  only  to 
next  Wednesday,  instead  of  to-day ;  and  would  have  carried  a  longer 
adjournment  with  still  greater  difficulty,  for  his  majority  was  but 
of  35,  and  the  minority  remained  196,  a  very  formidable  number. 
The  Associations  in  the  counties  increase^  though  not  n^dly :  yet  it 
will  be  difficult  for  the  Oourt  to  stem  such  a  torrent ;  and,  I  iTnagini^ 
full  as  difficult  for  any  man  of  temper  to  direct  them  wholesomely. 
Lreland  is  still  more  impetuous. 

Fortunately,  happily,  the  tide  abroad  seems  turned*  Sir  Qexgt 
Bodney's  victory  proves  more  considerable  than  it  appeared  at  fint 

>  Joba  Moaiacoto,  UA  of  SidlalNnry.— Waiaav. 


1780.]  TO  8IE  HOSAOl  MAHK.  t85 

It  seeures  Gibraltar,  eaaes  your  Mediterranean  a  little,  and  must  vex 
the  Spaniards  and  thairmonaroh,  not  satisfied  before  with  his  cousin 
of  Bourbon*  Admiral  Parker  has  had  great  suooess  too  amongst 
the  hitter's  transports.  Oh  I  that  all  these  elements  of  mischief  may 
jumble  into  peace  I  MonsieTir  Necker  alone  shines  in  the  quarter  of 
France;  but  he  is  carrying  the  war  into  the  domains  of  the  Church, 
where  one  cannot  help  wishing  him  success.  If  he  can  root  out 
monloB,  iherPope  will  have  less  occasion  to  allow  gratt  because  we 
cannot  supply  them  with  maigre}  It  is  droll  that  the  Protestant 
Necker,  and  we  Protestant  fishmongers,  should  overset  the  system 
of  fasting;  but  ancient  Alcorans  could  not  foresee  modem  con- 
tingencies. 

I  hare  told  you  that  politics  absorb  all  private  news.  I  am  goiog 
to  a  ball  this  evening,  which  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Bolton 
give  to  their  Boyal  Highnesses  of  Gloucester,  who  have  now  a  very 
numerous  C!ourt  It  seems  very  improper  for  me  to  be  at  a  ball ; 
but  you  see  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  propriety  that  carries  me 
thither.  I  am  heartily  weary  both  of  diversions  and  politics,  and 
am  more  than  half  inclined  to  retire  to  Strawberry.  I  have 
renounced  dining  abroad,  and  hide  myself  as  much  as  I  can ;  but  can 
one  pin  on  one's  breast  a  label  to  signify,  that,  though  one  is  sensible 
of  being  Methusalem  in  constitution,  one  must  sometimes  be  seen  in 
a  crowd  for  such  and  such  reasons?  I  do  often  exaggerate  mypleas 
of  bad  health;  and,  could  I  live  entirely  alone,  would  proclaim 
myself  incurable ;  but,  should  one  repent,  one  becomes  ridiculous  by 
returning  to  the  world ;  or  one  must  have  a  companion,  which  I 
never  will  have ;  or  one  opens  a  door  to  legatees,  if  one  advertises 
ill-healtL  Well  I  I  must  act  with  as  much  commonsense  asl  can; 
and,  when  one  takes  no  part,  one  must  temper  one's  conduct ;  and, 
when  the  world  is  too  young  for  one,  not  shock  it,  nor  contradict  it, 
nor  affix  a  peculiar  character,  but  trust  to  its  indifference  for  not 
drawing  notice,  when  one  does  not  desire  to  be  noticed.  Babelais's 
'  Fais  ce  que  tu  voudras '  is  not  very  difficult  when  one  wishes  to  do 
nothing.  I  have  always  been  offended  at  those  who  will  belong  to  a 
world  with  which  they  have  nothing  to  do.  I  have  perceived  that 
every  age  has  not  only  a  new  language  and  new  modes,  but  a  new 
way  of  articulating.  At  first  I  thought  myself  grown  deaf  when 
wifli  young  people ;  but  perceived  that  I  understood  my  contem- 

1  The  EngliBh  gappUed    Leghorn  with  fiah,  tiU  they  lost  the  empire  of  tU 
MedHenranean  In  the  time  of  the  Americia  war.— Waltou. 
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ponriea,  thoogh  Qasj  wfaupend.  Wdl  I  I  mrut  go  snum^  Ami 
I  do  not  oompreheod  bo  veil,  bat  ilull  Imn  tiuou  wbtn  tbajr  go  It 
Ripper. 

IWa.    TO  THS  SIT.  TILLIJLK  COLK. 

Btridff  Stu^v,  M«irdkt,nm. 

I  HATB  this  moment  reodTed  your  portrait  in  glaas,  dear  Sir,  snd 
un  impatient  to  thank  70a  for  it,  and  tell  yon  how  much  I  value  it 
It  is  better  ezeoated  than  I  own  I  expected,  and  yet  I  am  not  quite 
satisfied  with  it.  The  drawing  is  a  little  inooirect,  Hie  eyes  foo 
■mall  in  proportion,  and  the  month  exaggerated.  In  shor^  it  is  t 
strong  hkenesB  of  your  featnres,  bat  not  of  yonr  oonntmiaiioe,  which 
is  better  and  more  serene.  Howerer,  I  am  snongh  content  to  place 
it  at  Strawberry  unongst  all  my  &T0tuite,  brittle,  transitory  relics, 
which  will  soon  Taniah  with  their  fbonder — and  with  hia  no  great 
anwillingneai  for  himselt 

I  take  it  ill,  that  yoa  elunild  think  I  should  suspect  yoa  of  asking 
mduvetln  fbrmy  '  Noble  Authors ' — and  much  more  if  yoa  wonld  not 
be  so  free  as  to  ask  for  them  dinctfy — a  most  trifling  present  surely, 
and  from  you  who  have  made  me  a  thooeaad  I  I  know  I  hare  some 
oopies  in  my  old  house  in  Arlingtwi  Street,  I  hope  of  botli  volumes, 
I  am  sore  of  the  second.     I  will  soon  go  Uiither  and  ItxA.  for  them. 

I  have  gone  through  the  ax  volumes  of '  Leicester.'  tbo  aaSus 
is  so  modest  and  so  humble,  Qiat  I  am  quite  sorry  it  is  so  very  bad 
a  work ;  the  arrangenunt  detestable,  tlie  materials  farifiing;  his 
reflections  humane  bi^  silly.  Ete  dispoaes  all  onder  reigns  of  Bomsa 
emperors  and  English  kings,  whether  they  did  anything  or  nothing 
at  Leioeeter.  I  am  sorry  I  have  auoh  predilection  for  tiie  histories 
of  particular  oounties  and  towns :  there  certainly  does  not  exist  a 
worse  dasB  of  reading. 

Dr.  £.  made  me  a  visit  last  week.  He  is  not  at  all  less  vociferons 
fi>r  his  diagraoe.  I  wish  I  had  any  Chiinea-fowls.  I  can  easily  get 
you  some  eggs  fixnn  Lady  Ailesbury,  and  will  ask  her  fer  some,  that 
you  may  have  the  pleasure  of  reaiing  your  own  ohioks — but  how  can 
yon  bear  their  noise  ?  they  are  more  discordant  and  olamoroos  than 
peaoooks.    How  shall  I  convey  the  eggs  f 

I  smiled  at  Dr.  Eippis's  bestowingthe  victory  on  Dean  Hillee,  and 
a  sprig  on  Mr.  Uastera.  I  regwd  it  w  I  should,  if  the  Sexton  cf 
Broad  Street,  Sb  GHles's,  were  to  make  a  bwer  bow  to  a  c 
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monger  of  his  own  parish  tfam  to  me.  They  are  all  three  haber- 
dadbefs  of  amall  waiefl,  and  welcome  to  each  ofiier's  OLYilities.  When 
such  men  aie  sommoned  to  a  jniy  on  one  of  their  own  trade,  ibns 
iiatoral  fliey  should  be  partial  They  do  not  reason,  but  reoolleot 
how  much  Ihemselvei  have  oyerohaj^ged  some  yards  of  buokranu 
Adieu! 

P.S.  Mr.  Pemuooit  has  diown  me  a  most  curious  and  delightful 
picture.  It  is  Bose,  the  royal  gardener,  presenting  the  first  pine- 
apfde  raised  in  England  to  Charles  IL'  They  are  in  a  garden,  with 
a  view  of  a  good  priyato  house,  such  as  there  are  several  at  Sunbuiy 
and  about  London.  It  is  by  £Eir  the  best  likeness  of  the  King  I  ever 
saw ;  the  countenance  cheerful,  good-humoured,  and  very  sensibie. 
He  is  in  brown  lined  with  orange,  and  many  black  ribbons,  a  large 
iapped  hat,  dark  wig,  not  tied  up,  nor  yet  bushy,  a  point  erayat,  no 
waistcoati  a  tassdled  handkerchief,  hanging  from  a  low  pocket 
The  whole  is  of  the  smaller  landscape  size,  and  extremely  well 
coloured,  with  perfect  harmony.  It  was  a  legacy  from  London* 
grandson  of  him  who  was  partner  with  Wue.' 


1001    TO  THB  BKY.  WILLLLH  OOLB. 

atmmbeng  Em,  Marek  18, 1780. 

Yon  compliment  me,  my  good  friend,  on  a  sagaoily  that  is  surely 
very  common*  How  frequently  do  we  see  portraits  ihat  have 
catched  the  features  and  missed  the  countenance  or  character, 
which  is  fEur  more  difficult  to  hit;  nor  is  it  unfrequent  to  hear  that 
remark  made. 

I  have  confessed  to  you  that  I  am  fond  of  local  histories.  It  is 
the  general  execution  of  them  that  I  condemn,  and  that  I  call  '^the 
worst  kind  of  reading.'*  I  cannot  comprehend  but  that  they  might 
be  performed  with  taste.  I  did  mention  this  winter  the  new  edition 
[by  Sudder]  of  Atkyns's  '  Gloucestershire,'  as  having  additional 
descriptions  of  situations  that  I  thought  had  merit  I  have  just  got 
another,  ^  A  Yiew  of  Northumberland^'  in  two  Tolumes,  quarto,  with 

1  TUi  eariont  and  ehaiactariitSe  pidm  was  ptmnUA  hj  Mr.  PemiiooU  ia 
ITalpola,  aad  lold  at  tha  Stiawbarxy  HUl  nle  for  231. 1«.  It  ia  now  in  ike  pooaidoa 
afthe  Bight  Hon.Heni7  Laboaehaia,  H.P.— OumiaoHAM. 

'  London  and  Wiie»  iha  greai  gardanan.— CmiiuraaAM. 
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euis ;'  but  I  do  not  devour  it  fast;  for  flie  auflior's  predfleotion  w  to 
Itoman  antiquities,  which,  such  as  are  found  in  this  island,  are  very 
indiBferent,  and  inspire  me  with  little  curiosity.  A  barbaroua  oountrji 
so  remote  from  the  seat  of  empire,  and  occupied  by  a  few  legions 
that  very  rarely  decided  any  great  events,  is  not  very  interesting^ 
though  one's  own  country ;  nor  do  I  care  a  straw  for  a  stone  that 
preserves  the  name  of  a  standard-bearer  of  a  cohort,  or  of  a  colonel's 
daughter.  Then  I  have  no  patience  to  read  the  tiresome  disputes  of 
antiquaries  to  settle  forgotten  names  of  vanished  towns,  and  to  prove 
that  such  a  village  was  called  something  else  in  Antoninus's 
'Itinerary.'  I  do  not  say  the  Gothic  antiquities  I  like  are  of 
more  importance ;  but  at  least  they  exist  The  site  of  a  Roman 
oamp,  of  which  nothing  remains  but  a  bank,  gives  me  not  the 
amallest  pleasure.  One  knows  they  had  square  camps — ^has  one  a 
elearer  idea  from  the  spot,  which  is  barely  distinguishable  P  How 
often  does  it  happen  that  the  lumps  of  earth  are  so  imperfect,  that  it 
is  never  ciear  whether  they  are  Itoman,  Druidic,  Damsh,  or  Saxon 
fragments :  the  moment  it  is  uncertain,  it  is  plain  they  frunish  no 
specific  idea  of  art  or  history,  and  then  I  neither  desire  to  see  or 
read  of  them.  I  have  been  diverted,  too,  by  another  work,  in  which 
I  am  personally  a  little  concerned.  Yesterday  was  published  an 
octavo,'  pretending  to  contain  the  correspondence  of  Hackman  and 
Miss  Ray,  that  he  murdered.  I  doubt  whether  the  letters  are 
genuine ;  and  yet,  if  fictitious,  they  are  executed  well,  and  enter  into 
his  character :  hers  appears  less  natural,  and  yet  the  editors  were 
certainly  more  likely  to  be  in  possession  of  hers  than  his.  It  is  not 
probable  that  Lord  Sandwich  should  have  sent  what  he  found  in  her 
apartmenis  to  the  press.  No  account  is  pretended  to  be  given  of 
how  they  came  to  light. 

You  will  wonder  how  I  should  be  concerned  in  this  correspondence, 
who  never  saw  either  of  the  lovers  in  my  days.  In  fSsict,  my  being 
dragged  in  is  a  reason  for  doubting  the  autheuticiiy ;  nor  can  I 
believe  that  the  long  letter  in  which  I  am  frequently  mentioned 
could  be  written  by  the  wretched  lunatic    It  pretends  that  Miss 

'  '  A  View  of  Noiihiunberiand ;  with  an  Ezeanion  to  the  Abbey  of  Melroae,  in 
Scotland,  in  the  Tear  1776;'  by  WUliam  Hntchinaon,  F.A.8.  Two  Tolnme^  4to, 
1778-80.— WftioHT. 

^  By  Sir  Herbert  Croft>  Bart ;  a  compoond  of  fact  and  ficUon,  ealled  '  Lore  and 
Madness,  a  Story  too  true,  in  a  Series  of  Letters  between  Parties  whose  names  wonld, 
perhaps,  be  mentioned,  were  they  lem  known  or  leds  lamented.'  London,  1780l  Tin 
work  ran  through  soTml  editions.— Wriobt. 


1780.]  TO  THB  B|BT.  MB.  COUL 

Bay  desiied  him  to  give  her  a  partioolar  aooount  of  Chatterton.  Ha 
does  give  a  most  amjde  one ;  but  is  there  a  g^pee  of  probability 
that  a  being  so  finntio  should  haye  gone  to  Bristol,  and  sifted 
Ghatterton's  sister  and  others  with  as  mnoh  cool  cariosity  as  Mr.  Lort 
oonld  doP  and  at  such  a  moment  1  Besides,  he  mnrdered  Miss 
Bay,  I  think,  in  March;  my  printed  defence  was  not  at  all  dispeised 
before  the  preceding  January  or  February,  nor  do  I  conceive  that 
Hackman  could  eyen  see  ii  There  are  notes,  indeed,  by  the  editor, 
whe  has  certainly  seen  it;  but  I  rather  imagine  that  the  editor, 
whoever  he  is,  composed  the  whole  volume.  I  am  acquitted  of 
being  accessory  to  Ihe  lad's  death,  which  is  gracious;  but  much 
blamed  for  speaking  of  his  bad  character,  and  for  being  too  hard  on 
his  forgeries,  though  I  took  so  much  pains  to  specify  the  innocence 
of  them ;  and  for  his  character,  I  only  quoted  the  words  of  his  own 
editor  and  panegyrist  I  did  not  repeat  what  Dr.  Gbldsmith  told 
me  at  the  Boyal  Academy,  where  I  first  heard  of  his  death,  that  he 
went  by  the  appellation  of  *^The  Young  Yillain;"  but  it  is  not  new 
to  me,  as  you  know,  to  be  blamed  by  two  opposite  parties.  The 
editor  has  in  one  place  confounded  me  and  my  undo ;  who,  he  says 
(as  is  true),  checked  Lord  Chatham  for  being  too  forward  a  young 
man  in  1740.  In  that  year  I  was  not  even  come  into  Parliament; 
and  must  have  been  absurd  indeed  if  I  had  taunted  Lord  Ghatham 
with  youth,  who  was,  at  least,  six  or  seven  yean  younger  than  he 
was;  and  how  could  he  reply  by  reproaching  me  with  old  age, 
who  was  then  not  twenty-three  P  I  sludl  make  no  answer  to  these 
absurdities,  nor  to  any  part  of  the  work  Blunder,  I  see,  people 
will,  and  talk  of  what  they  do  not  understand  P  and  what  care  I P 
There  is  another  trifling  mistake  of  still  leas  consequence.  The 
editor  supposes  it  was  Macpherson  who  communicated  'Ossian*  to 
.me.  It  was  Sir  David  Dakymple  who  sent  me  the  first  specimen. 
Macpherson  did  once  come  to  me,  but  my  credulity  was  then  a  little 
shaken. 

Lady  Aylesbury  has  promised  me  Guinea-0ggs  for  you,  but  they 
have  not  yet  b^;nn  to  lay .  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Lady  Craven's 
little  tale,  dedicated  to  me.'  It  is  careless  and  incorrect,  but  there 
are  very  pretty  things  in  ii  I  will  stop,  for  I  fear  I  have  written 
to  you  too  much  lately.  One  you  did  not  mention:  I  think  it  was 
of  the  28th  of  last  month. 

*  See  p.  916.— CmnmiaBAii. 


MO  HOIAOB  WALTOLE'S  LSTTBBa  [IflD. 


1005.    to  Sm  fiORACE  If  AKK. 

Serid^  Square,  March  U,  17Ml 

I  AM  not  going  td  Ml  yoti  that  fhe  Administration  is  changed, 
fer  as  yet  it  is  not ;  but  it  is  beaten.  Yesterday,  on  Mr.  Bnrke's 
billy  the  Opposition  carried  the  danse  for  the  annihilation  of  the 
Board  of  Tmie  by  a  majorily  of  eight  rotes,  though  the  Lords  of 
Trade  voted  in  their  own  cause.  There  was  a  strange  soene  of 
Billingsgate  between  the  Speaker  and  the  Minister;  the  fimnsr 
stooping  to  torn  informer,  and  accusing  the  latter  of  breach  of 
promise  on  a  lucrative  job,  in  which  Sir  Fletcher  was  to  have  beea 
advantaged.  It  is  very  Homeric  war  when  demi-gods  rail,  and 
wound  one  another.  Astrea  was  in  the  right  to  leave  earth,  when 
other  divinities  tread  in  mortal  paths,  and  in  such  dirty  ones.  We^ 
that  have  quitted  the  theatre,  are  a  little  scandalised  at  such  doings, 
of  whatever  side  one  is.  I  wish  well  to  my  country,  but  I  wish  too 
that  my  countrymen  deserved  wishes  a  little  better. 

The  Oourt  still  holds  out ;  but  there  is  no  recovering  the  ground 
that  is  lost  An  Opposition  so  successful  will  not  loiter  at  Capua. 
All  th6  mercenaries  will  fbllcw  Sir  Fletcher,  and  pretend  it  is  flio 
ery  of  the  nation  that  they  obey.  The  longer,  too,  the  dtadd  is 
maintained,  the  more  impatient  tile  people  wiU  be  to  have  it  taken, 
and  the  more  they  will  be  excited  to  expect  ii  In  diort,  a  speedy 
change  is  the  best  event  that  can  happen.  PissionB  are  eo  heated, 
that  a  Uttie  may  set  tiiem  in  a  blaze ;  and,  tiiough  tekama&m  may 
be  the  cause,  it  is  not  good  that  reformers  should  be  in  a  rage  belbra 
tiiey  begm  tiieir  worit.  They  undo  more  than  they  can  repair, 
punish  without  trial,  and  diBgn/be  the  service  before  fhey  have 
efibcted  it  It  ii  the  nature,  too,  of  human  torrents  to  turn  round 
like  whirlpools ;  but,  as  I  have  not  time  to  tell  jrou  more  fiusts,  I 
certainly  have  none  to  make  reflections,  which  age,  taking  itself  for 
wisdom,  ia  mi^ty  apt  to  dispense.  My  letter  is  Axutt,  but  that  is 
all  that  ia  neoessaiy  to  preparatives.  I  dedare^  in  spite  of  my 
wisdom,  that  I  do  not  guess  what  will  happen.  I  pray  for  the  peace 
of  Jerusalem ;  but  what  the  Pharisees  or  Sadduoees  wfll  do  next^  I 
do  not  know. 


TO  UK  HORAOS  UVH. 


UOI.  10  an  HOSAOB  HAHK. 

BtrteUg  aquart.  X<t^  SI,  ITSO. 

The  Oourt-stock,  that  last  week  was  eight  under  par,  is  got  up 
again  to  fifty-tliree  above  par.  Yesterday,  on  Burke's  Bill,  the 
debate  was  on  the  King's  Household ;  the  clause  for  cashiering  which 
was  rejected  at  one  in  the  morning  by  a  majority  of  fifty-three, 
though  the  moment  before  that  question  the  Ministers  had  been 
forced  to  let  the  Contractor's  Bill  pass  without  a  division. 

Still  the  career  of  the  Opposition  is  certainly  a  little  checked,  and 
I  think  will  not  recover  by  the  recess  at  Easter,  when  the  Court  can 
work  more  efficaciously  than  they :  for  they  will  separate,  and  the 
Court  can  work  on  eeparate  men ;  and  will  not  only  have  recovered 
spirits  &om  this  lost  advantage,  but  £rom  being  thunderstruck  by  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  spirit  in  the  country.  Other  causes  have  con- 
tributed to  lower  the  Opposition ;  causes  arising  from  themselves. 
The  profligate  and  blundering  impudence  of  the  Speaker  gave  the 
first  shook.  This  was  immediatoly  followed  by  as  dishonourable 
an  attack  on  the  same  person,  Lord  Iforth,  by  Temple  Luttrell,  one 
of  the  brothers  of  the  Duchess  of  Cumberland,  who  brought  a  direct 
charge  against  the  Minister  for  buying  a  borough,  which  Luttrell 
thought  he  himself  had  bought.  He  made  his  own  corrupt  practice 
very  clear,  and  could  not  prove  a  tittle  against  Lord  North.  The 
acousation  was  voted  frivolous.  The  Opposition,  too,  had  thought 
to  carry  everything  sword  in  hand,  and,  owing  their  late  progress  to 
the  country  potittonB,  they  affected  to  transfer  Parliamentary  power  to 
the  associatioDS,  who  were  very  ready  to  affect  Pariiamentoiy  airs,  and 
accordingly  assumed  cognisance  of  matters  actually  pending  in  Far- 
liamcnt.  This  has  offended  moderate  men ;  and  many,  who  approved 
the  petitions,  were  alarmed  at  the  essociationfl — with  good  reason : 
for  the  deputation,  composed  of  three  members  of  each  committee, 
which  is  asscmUed  in  Loudon,  are  going  to  take  lai^  strides  indeed, 
and  intend  to  propose  to  their  several  counties  to  demand  annual 
Parliaments,  and  to  alter  the  mode  of  representation.  The  first 
would  be  an  alteration  of  the  Constitution,  and  tho  last  a  most 
dangerous  violation  of  it ;  and  very  sorry  should  I  be  to  see  either 
attempted.  Lord  Bockinghsun,  the  Cavendishes,  and  that  connec- 
tioiij  strenuously  resist  these  innovations.  Lord  Shelbume  and 
Charles  Fox  push  tbom  impetuooBly,  ibaof^  at  first  both  opposed 
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{hem :  but  the  first  wilt  stick  at  nothing  to  gratify  his  aznbitioii ;  and 
the  latter  mMi  stick  at  nothing,  so  desperate  is  his  situation.  Thiifl» 
instead  of  trying  soberly  to  oorreot  and  restore  the  Constitation,  we 
are  leaping  at  once  to  improying  upon  it ;  and  thns  the  nationsl 
spirit  that  had  arisen,  and  might  hare  done  some  senrioe,  will  be 
wasted  in  chimerical  projects,  and  only  sow  altercation.  Howerer, 
negatire  good  it  most  hare  done,  for  it  has  checked  profbaion  and 
waste ;  and  has  shown  the  Court  that  the  Uon  was  dormant,  but  not 
toothless. 

Yon  will  peroeiye,  perhaps,  that  my  conjectores  and  prognostios 
vaiy ;  and  it  is  natural  yon  should  condnde  that  I  form  my  reason- 
ings from  the  moment.  So  I  do ;  that  is,  I  conjectme  from  present 
appearances,  but  I  reason  from  the  causes  thi^  make  appearanecB 
vaiy.  Bodies  of  men,  mnltitades,  do  not  act  npon  one  r^gnlar 
system :  in  the  present  case,  the  conmiittee  started  out  of  the  earth, 
were  not  set  on  foot  by  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition,  and  will  not  be 
led  by  them,  at  least  till  they  haTe  been  hmnonredbyfliem  for  some 
time.  Besides,  their  own  leaders  may  not  hare  jnst  the  same  yiews 
as  the  Parliamentary  leaders ;  and  the  more  articles  either  or  bott 
frame  for  the  political  creed  in  which  they  are  to  agree,  into  the 
more  sects  they  will  split  So  much  the  better,  if  any  part  woald 
violate  the  Constitution.  It  is  good  that  the  Court  should  know  it 
will  be  resisted  if  it  attempts  against  the  Constitution :  but  as  no 
country  erer  yet  had  so  good  an  one,  though  not  perfect^  I  do  not 
desire  anybody  should  mend  it;  because  I  do  not  know  that  they 
will  not  make  more  errors  than  they  found,  and  I  haTS  not  so  high 
an  opinion  of  the  yirtue  or  wisdom  of  the  present  age  as  to  discern 
the  sublime  legislators  who  can  improve  the  system  laid  down  at  the 
Bevolution.  To  that  point  let  us  always  return  when  neceasaiy.  It 
will  be  time  enough  to  make  improvements  afterwards. 

Observe,  this  letter  is  but  a  week  younger  than  my  last  Your 
nephew  says  you  complained  of  my  silence,  but  owned  it  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  delay  of  two  or  three  posts.  I  never  was  so  diligent 
Now  I  shall  relax  a  Kttie.  The  Parliament  will  go  into  Easter 
quarters  the  day  after  to-morrow  for  ten  days,  and  I  shall  go  out  of 
town  on  Friday.  It  will  be  a  grim  repoBS^  for  them ;  but  at  least 
you  will  not  eiqpect  events  in  the  holidays.  It  will  be  better  that  we 
should  run  into  speculative  controversies  than  into  a  civil  war; — ^we 
are  every  day  on  the  point  of  single  combats.    Yesterday  one  waa 

'  Qiij*t  *  Bird.'— OvranaBAa. 


1780.]  TO  THE  BEY.  MB.  HA80K.  818 

Tery  near  between  Lord  Shelbnme  and  Mr.  Follarton,  Lord  S(or- 
monf  8  late  Secretary  at  Paris ;  for,  I  assure  yoo,  terms  are  no  more 
managed  than  in  the  Senate  of  Borne,  where  dnels  were  not  the 
fashion.  Weill  good  night;  or  I  should  be  too  late  for  the 
post 

1907.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILLIAM  MA80K. 

Monday,  the  day  yon  left  London,  exhibited  a  scene  that  has 
already  produced  martial  consequences,  or  a  second  part  to  the 
History  of  Adam  and  Oharles  Fox.  I  do  not  mean  the  Ministerial 
victory  in  defence  of  the  Household :  no,  I  speak  of  a  single  combat 
Mr.  Fullarton  (Lord  Stormonf  s  late  Secretary  at  Paris),  broiling 
over  the  censure  passed  on  him  and  his  regiment  in  the  House  of 
Lords  by  the  Duke  of  Bichmond  and  Lord  Shelbume,  particularly 
the  latter,  took  advantage  of  the  estimate  of  the  Army  to  launch  out 
into  a  violent  inyeotiye  on  the  Earl,  whom  he  named,  but  was 
stopped  by  Charles  Fox  and  Barr6.  Not  content,  nor  waiting  to 
see  if  Lord  Sh[elbume]  would  resent,  he  sent  the  latter  an  account 
of  what  he  not  only  had  said  but  intended  to  have  said,  if  not  inter- 
rupted ;  the  sum  total  of  which  was  to  have  been  that  his  Lordship's 
conduct  had  been  a  compound  of  insolence,  cowardice,  and  fsilsehood. 
Very  well ;  but  to  heap  indiscretion  on  passion,  he  reproached  Lord 
Shelbume  with  having,  as  he  had  heard  abroad^  kept  a  correspondence 
with  the  enemies  of  his  country.  My  Lord  replied,  that  the  best 
answer  he  could  give,  was  to  desire  Mr.  F[ullarton]  would  meet  him 
the  next  morning  in  Hyde  Park  at  five  o'clock.  They  met  accord- 
ingly: Lord  Frederick  Cavendish  was  the  Earl's  second;  Lord 
Balcarras,  Fullarton's.  Lord  Shelbume  received  a  ball  in  the 
groin,  but  the  wound  is  slight  and  he  was  so  cool,  that  being  asked 
how  he  did,  he  looked  at  the  place,  and  said,  **  Why,  I  don't  think 
Lady  Shelbume  will  be  the  worse  for  it"  This  second  Scotch 
extravagance  will  serve  to  balance  Sir  Fletcher's  and  Temple 
Luttrell's  late  absurdities.  I  wish  I  knew  what  would  repair  one 
that  I  have  seen  to-day,  Mr.  Wyvill's  Manifesto.'  You  told  me  he 
was  a  sensible  man.  How  could  he  set  his  name  to  such  a  per- 
formance, which  I  hear  is  drawn  by  a  Mr.  Bromley  P    I  never  saw 

^  The  Be?.  Christopher  Wyrill  >-<  Lord  BoftMnghMn  and  his  Contempontfki^ 
bj  the  Eerl  of  Albemarlei  toL  ii.,  p.  400.— CuraiiaBAJt. 


•M  HORiOl  WALPOLn  LffFTmS.  piML 

8B0I1  &  composnKm  of  oboonntyy  bomlMuity  and  Ibtilitj^  nor  ft  jion 

00  liable  ia  be  tamed  into  ridunile.  The  third  paragraph  b^gimnng 
^  let  any  man  look  baek  to  the  laws/'  I  read  two  or  three  timea  belbfe 

1  could  gaess  at  flie  meaning.  In  the  next  appean  this  fostiaii 
sally,  ''the  enormous^  the  oompactly  accomnlated,  the  all-deyoiHing 
influence  of  the  Grown/'  Why,  your  Yorkshire  squires  must  think 
the  Giant  of  Wantley  is  come  again  to  swallow  hooses  and  churches 
like  geese  and  turkeys!  The  vague  and  indefinite  manner  of  stating 
the  resolutions  at  the  end,  and  which  betrays  a  consciousness  of  their 
impropiiety,  destroys  all  the  buckram  tliat  was  crowded  into  &b  rest 
of  the  memorial;  and  the  waiving  annual  Pariiaments,  till  all  is  done 
that  annual  Parliaments  are  pretended  to  be  wanted  to  do,  is  such 
retrograde  or  topsyturvy  logic  as  will  give  nobody  a  higjher  idea  of 
the  legislator. 

In  dhort,  my  dear  friend,  we  shall  lose  all  the  benefit  of  the  present 
spirit  by  the  whimsies  of  men  that  have  not  common  sense,  nor  can 
eiqpress  even  what  they  mean.  The  candidates  are  to  satisfy  the 
electors  by  signing  the  association  or  atherwite^ — a  very  definite 
sentence  indeed  in  a  decree  of  a  tribunal  that  sets  itself  to  change 
the  Gcmstitution !  Mercy  on  us !  were  there  not  JEraltB  enough  to 
amend,  but  we  must  leave  them ;  ay,  let  the  peoj^  forget  them,  and 
turn  their  heads  with  points  that  wifl  engender  endless  litigaticn  and 
dispute  I  Bring  them  back,  I  beseech  you,  if  you  can,  to  some 
sobriety,  or,  depend  upon  it,  the  cause  will  grow  ridionlous.  Such 
innovations  dictated  by  deputies  of  thirteen  counties  at  a  tavern  in 
London,  and  announced  in  so  wretched  a  manner  and  with  so  little 
argument^  can  but  be  a  joke.  An  arbitrary  addition  (^  an  hundred 
members  at  once  without  any  deliberation  or  diseussion,  and 
including  Scotland  whether  it  wiQ  or  not,  and  of  which  not  a 
single  county  has  petitioned,  is  surely  very  unwise ;  but  I  will  say 
no  more.  I  lament  the  misapplication  of  the  Naticm's  returning 
sense ;  we  shall  be  lost  in  controversy  on  speculative  points,  and  the 
Gourt  will  call  itself  defenders  of  the  Gonstitution  by  resisting  such 
unprecedented  methods  of  altering  it 

Dr.  Warton  was  so  kind  as  to  call  on  me  this  momiog  and  made 
me  vay  happy,  as  I  was  glad  to  be  acquainted  with  Gray's  friend. 
He  was  three  hours  yesterday  at  Strawb^ry  Hill  with  Mr.  ^nhewer. 
I  did  not  intend  to  pursue  you  so  soon,  but  I  could  not  resist  telling 
you  of  the  dueL  However,  I  will  not  continue  to  interrupt  you  but 
<m  good  ocoasicms,  as  I  trust  to  your  abilities  for  managing  your  wild 
associates. 
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irai   fO  VBM  BIT.  WILLIAM  OOLI. 

Berhde^  Square,  Mcutk  80, 1780. 

I  GAMNOT  be  told  that  yoa  are  eztaremely  ill,  and  refrain  fr(Hn 
bagging  to  hear  thai  you  aie  bettec  Lot  me  have  but  one  11x16 ;  if 
it  ia  good,  it  will  aatisfy  me.  If  you  was  not  out  of  order,  I  wonld 
aoold  you  for  again  making  exouaea  about  the  '  NoUe  Aotixora ; '  it 
waa  not  kind  to  be  ao  fonnal  about  a  trifle. 

We  do  not  differ  so  mnoh  in  politics  as  yon  think,  fat  when  they 
gzow  too  aeiiooa,  they  axe  ao  fieur  from  inflaming  my  aeal,  they  qiake 
me  more  moderate ;  and  I  can  as  easily  diBoem  the  fEinlts  on  my 
own  side  as  on  the  other;  nor  would  assist  Whigs  more  than  Tories 
in  altering  the  oonatitution.  The  projeot  of  annual  parliaments,  or 
of  adding  a  hundred  members  to  Uie  House  of  Cknumons,  would,  I 
think,  be  v^  unwise,  and  will  neirer  have  my  a^robation — ^but  a 
temperate  man  is  not  likdy  to  be  listened  to  in  turbulent  times ;  and 
when  one  has  not  youth  and  faings,  or  ambition,  to  make  oneself 
attended  to^  one  can  only  be  silent  and  lament^  and  preserye  oneself 
hlamriess  of  any  miadiief  that  is  done  or  attempted. 


1908.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILUAM  MASOK. 

Berhtky  Sfuart,  AprU  7, 1780. 

I  ooNGLUBB  you  ase  now  retomed  to  your^mre  of  «miA,  and  will 
be  oonsequendy  at  more  leisure^  and  that  one  may  hear  fit)m  you. 
In  the  mean  time  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  (^position's  victory 
on  the  petitions  last  nig^t^  when  they  had  a  majority  of  eighteen. 
The  6th  of  April  ought  for  ever  to  be  a  red-lettered  day,  and  at 
least  as  solenm  a  festival  as  the  29th  of  May,  lor  the  question 
earned  was,  that  the  influence  of  the  Grown  has  increased,  is 
increased,  and  ougM  to  be  ditninishetL  I  adopt  the  whole  sentence 
into  my  revolution-ereed,  and  would  have  added  to  Magna  CSiarta, 
that  whenever  that  influence  has  increased  and  is  increasing,  it 
ought  to  be  diminished.  In  truth,  after  the  five  last  years  I  did  not 
imagine  there  was  vigour  enough  left  in  old  England  to  take  such  a 
jump  backwards ;  but  it  confirms  me  more  firmly  in  my  opinion 
that  the  medium  of  wisdom  consists  in  restoring  the  Constitution 
and  not  in  trying  tricks  upon  it.    Beinstate  it  in  its  ri^ts,  bind 
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tliem  tight  with  ribe  of  brass,  oonseorate  with  the  most  Bcienm 
religion  the  saoredneBS  of  juries,  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press ;  but  innovate  not  on  the  person  of  ParliamentB 
—and  for  the  swelling  the  number  of  representatives,  I  abominate 
the  doctrine.  I  have  an  objection  of  greei  weight  with  me,  that  I 
will  not  utter  in  a  letter  that  may  be  opened.  For  written  engage- 
ments and  annual  parliaments,  I  am  dear  that  the  first  are  often 
abused,  and  as  likely  to  be  tamed  against  the  authors ;  and  for  the 
second,  they  would  soon  annihilate  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  or 
grow  such  a  nuisance  that  very  likely  prerogative  would  be  adopted 
as  a  counter-poison. 

I  shall  die  in  these  sentiments  as  corpllaries  to  those  in  whidi  I 
have  lived,  for  I  shall  not  see  the  event  of  my  predictions.  I  have 
been  very  ill  the  beginning  of  this  week,  and  felt  as  if  I  had  some- 
thing of  an  universal  palsy,  which  I  suppose  was  foncy,  which  I 
suppose  was  nervous,  which  I  suppose  was  caused  by  the  bitter  east ; 
but,  in  short,  a  very  firail  tenement  is  tumbling,  and  what  signifies 
whether  it  is  toppled  down  by  wind  getting  in  at  the  garret  window, 
or  by  the  crambUng  of  the  foundations  P 

I  have  gotten  three  comfortably  fot  volumes  in  octavo  of  ancient 
French  Fabliaux,'  but  they  look  more  good-humoured  firmn  flieir 
corpulency  than  from  intrinsic  gaiety,  as  many  plump  men  do.  The 
fobles  are  trite  as  that  of  Patient  Gbisel ;  and  the  notes,  which  are 
the  best  part,  as  full  of  antique  usages,  are  mortally  heavy  and 
devoid  of  taste ;  but  I  think  you  will  like  to  see  them,  and  will 
send  them  when  I  have  gone  through  them,  if  you  will  point  out  a 
convejrance.  But  I  am  diverted  at  present  to  a  larger  and  stupen- 
dously magnificent  work  about  nothing,  only  two  imconmionly  tall 
quartos  containing  the  memoirs  of  that  singular  being  Thcmias 
HoUis ;  a  most  excellent  man,  a  most  immaculate  Whig^  but  as 
simple  a  poor  soul  as  ever  existed,  except  his  editor,*  who  has  given 
extracts  from  the  good  creature's  diary,  that  are  very  near  as  anik 
as  Ashmole's.  There  are  thanks  to  Ood  for  reaching  every  birth- 
day, prayers  for  continuance  hi  virtue  and  nobleness  of  designs,  and 
thanks  to  Heaven  for  her  Majesty's  being  delivered  of  a  third  or 
fourth  prince,  a$id  Ood  mud  he  majf  prove  a  good  man  ;  and  continual 

>  'FabUanz  <m  Contei  do  zn«  ei  do  zm*  SIMm,  aTeo  des  notes  UiiorlqMi,  elfli, 
par  IL  Le  Grand,'  6  toIi.  17S1.  New  EdiUon.  ICmy  of  tliese  Tales  hare  been 
traadated  in  the  happiest  manner,  by  the  lata  Mr.  LswSs  Waj,  1  toL  1790. 
— MiTvoin. 

*  Archdsaoon  Blaokbun.— CuaauaBUL 


*^ 
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apprekensionB  of  designs  of  the  Jesuits  against  him.  Then  there 
are  fiedtfafiil  journals  of  the  days  on  which  he  went  to  sobh  a  book- 
seller's, and  bonght  suoh  a  set  of  books,  which  he  gare  to  such  a 
public  library  I  This  is  all  splendidly  printed  and  decorated  with 
cuts  by  Cipriani  and  Bartolc^zi,  and  with  fine  prints  of  all  our 
saints,  Algmion  Sydney,  Milton,  Locke,  &c  In  short,  imagine  the 
history  of  an  old  woman  that  goes  to  a  mercer's  to  buy  a  bombazine 
with  etchings  of  the  deaths  of  Brutus  and  Caadus. 

You  will  not  soon,  I  doubt,  see  in  print  the  tracts  of  Theophilus 
and  Eradius  de  atiepingendL  I  had  begun  to  gather  subscriptions, 
but  poor  Baspe  is  arrested  by  his  tailor.  I  have  sent  him  a  little 
money,  and  he  hopes  to  recover  his  liberty,  but  I  question  whether 
he  will  be  able  to  struggle  on  here.' 


19ia    TO  SIB  HOBAOB  HANK. 

Siiuwbeiiy  ffiU,  April  S,  1780. 

Thb  return  of  the  Parliament  will  naturally  make  you  impatient 
for  a  letter,  though  you  will  not  have  expected  so  much  as  this  will 
announce.  As  I  am  not  going  to  write  a  romance  or  an  epic  poem, 
I  will  not  keep  your  attention  in  suspense,  but  tell  you  at  once  that 

'  fo  nn  Hov.  HoiAOi  walpoli. 
Dbab  Sn,  AiUm,  April  9, 1780. 

TBHiofl  frent  ti  York  to  diiierenily  from  what  I  knew  jtm  would  wiah,  that  I  ooald 
not  pierail  on  myself  to  givo  yon  any  aooonnt  of  thorn,  and  though  I  think  I  ooold 
haTO  defended  the  good  opinion  I  entertain  of  Mr.  Wyrill  (who  eertainly  cannot  be 
called  a  fool  becanae  he  aaiented  to  a  minority  who  espoused  a  foolish  Memorial, 
which  that  minority  wonld  have  carried  the  publication  of  in  spite  of  him),  yet 
I  thought  it  better  to  let  yon  haTe  the  account  of  the  whole  proceeding  from  the 
papers,  and  haTC  only  to  add  that  you  may  depend  upon  it  the  general  sense  of  the 
county  is  for  supporting  the  measures  th^  haTe  adopted,  and  therefore  certain  of  our 
friends  haTC  lost  much  popularity  by  not  concurring  in  thoee  measures.  Whether 
rightly  or  wrongly,  time  must  show.  For  my  part^  I  only  feel  chagrin  and  dinppointed. 
What  can  be  said  of  men  who,  after  proring  that  there  has  been  a  waste  of  public 
money  for  the  purposes  of  Parliamentary  corruption  to  such  an  en<nmous  excess  as 
would  almost  authorise  a  dril  war,  teU  you  Tuy  cooUy,  "  that  it  Is  too  rash  a  step  to 
aim  at  a  Parliamentary  Reform."  But  I  know  we  shall  not  agree  on  this  subject,  and 
therefore  I  drop  it.  All  I  have  to  add  at  present  is,  that  I  b^  you  would  direct  your 
letters  to  me  at  Aston,  near  Worksop,  because  a  new  post  from  thence  to  Sheffield  now 
passes  my  door  three  timesa  week.  Thrice  in  this  week  has  the  snow  eoTcred  my 
little  copse,  and  thrice  melted,  yet  under  an  atmosphere  as  cold  as  Christmas,  no 
gnas  and  hardly  any  yegetation,  yet  my  guests  were  flown,  my  house  warm,  and  I  fed 
at  present  in  tolerable  composure.  A  line  flrom  yon  at  aU  times  Is  one  of  my  best 
treats.    Belxeye  me,  dear  Sir, 

Most  truly  yours, 
W. 
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the  Oonrt  haa  reeeiTed  a  sigxial  defeat  already ;  in  whiaiiy  m  waD  m 
in  the  preparationa  for  Ihe  engagement^  their  ganenJa  hsfo  owr 
feated  strange  neg^igenae  and  want  of  eondiiat 

On  WednaadajTy  on  iha  qneation  of  the  new^raised  regiments,  ia 
which  Mr.  Fullarton'a  waa  OMnpriaed,  the  Hiniatera  eanied  Diem  ia 
the  Hoaae  of  Oommons  by  a  majority  of  nearly  &rty. 

The  next  day  was  appointed  for  oonaideratioii  of  the  petitioiw 
from  the  oounties  and  towns ;  aboat  forty  of  whioh^  om  Yaat  pard^ 
ments  subsoribed  by  thonsands  of  names,  were  heaped  on  the  taUa 
The  Opposition  had  kept  secret  their  intended  motions.  The  nsf 
firsts  made  by  Mr.  Dunning,  was  a  thnndering  one:  the  word^ 
were,  '*  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  has  increased,  is  inaeaoBg^ 
and  ought  to  be  diminished.''  The  walls  could  not  belieye  their  own 
ears ;  they  had  not  heard  such  language  since  they  had  a  wainsooi 
The  Ministers,  as  if  this  winter  were  i^  all  like  the  five  last,  pocnly 
tried  that  the  chainnan  should  leare  the  chair ;  but  that  would  ntyt 
take  now.  Thomas  Pitt,  who  nerer  spoke  so  well  before,  drew  a 
terrible  picture  of  the  difference  he  had  felt  between  his  fiarmer 
journey  abroad  and  his  last ;  from  what  he  knew  of  the  diasimilar 
situations  of  his  country,  then  so  flourishing,  now  so  frdlen !  and 
fix)m  what  he  heard  foreigners  say  of  it.  This  apostrophe,  addressed 
very  bitterly  to  Lord  North,  tiirew  him  into  a  rage  against  the 
Opposition,  that  produced  mighty  tumult  The  details  of  all  this, 
and  more,  you  will  see  in  the  papers.  I  haTO  not  room  for 
particulars*  In  short,  late  at  night  Mr.  Dunning's  motion  was 
carried  by  233  to  215,  and,  as  uncommonly,  was  instantly  reported 
to  the  House. 

The  blow  seems  to  me  decLsiye ;  for  this  committee  is  to  continne 
sitting  on  the  petitions,  will  exclude  any  other  business,  will  extract 
from  the  petitions  whatever  propositions  it  pleases,  may  ground  on 
those  what  charges  it  has  a  mind,  and  will  earry  along  all  those  who 
hare  already  voted  on  that  foundation ;  so  tiiat,  if  the  Ministers 
attempt  to  make  a  further  stand,  nothing  seems  so  probable  as  their 
being  perscmally  accused.  To  combat  on  the  same  field  of  battle 
after  being  vanquished,  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  frenzy.  It  is  to 
prevent  v^  great  mischief  that  I  heartily  wish  them  to  retreat 
before  it  is  too  late.  The  Oonstitution  is  vigorous  enough,  when  a 
sudden  turn  of  the  tide  can,  in  three  months,  sweep  away  a  deep- 
rooted  Administration.  A  t(»rrent  opposed  may  damage  the  founda- 
tions of  the  Constitution  itself. 

These  are  my  apprehensions ;  but  whoever  would  preach  to  two 
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lieaied  a&itpmisb  is  siM  of  beiiig  listes&ed  to  by  neiiher,  and  80 1 
am  oome  hifher  quietly  to  ponder  my  own  refleotions. 

Whoerer  haa  seen  much,  and  has  read  a  little,  must  know  that 
hnman  afGaiis  are  snbjeot  to  these  returns  of  troubles.  Great  or 
little,  they  strike  the  present  spectator  as  infinitely  more  momentous 
than  any  greater  crisis,  of  which  he  has  only  read  coolly.  I  do  not 
pretend  thai  this  is  a  common  or  small  moment ;  nay,  it  may  have 
very  distant  consequences.  But  one  so  calm  as  I  am  grown,  and  so 
retired  as  I  live,  knows  that  even  the  disorders  of  nations  subside 
after  a  time,  and  therefore  I  have  at  least  as  much  curiosity  for  the 
conclusion  as  obseryation  on  the  events  as  they  pass ;  though,  con- 
sidering my  age  and  caducity,  my  curiosity  may  happen  not  to  be 
gratified.  Well  I  all  one's  own  time  is  but  a  portion  of  an  unfinished 
history.  One  does  not  come  on  the  stage  precisely  as  a  memorable 
period  commences,  nor  quit  it  just  when  the  curtaon  drops.  Every 
one  is  to  the  history  of  his  country  like  his  own  hairs  to  himself, — 
tnillions  fiedl  before  flie  body  is  worn  out 

The  orator  Dr.  Jebb  is  not  the  physicia2l,but  his  brother.  I  shall 
fitop  here,  because  this  is  not  to  set  out  till  Tuesday ;  and  as  I  shall 
return  to  town  on  Monday,  which  probably  will  be  no  neutral  day,  I 
ahall  reserve  the  rest  of  my  paper  for  its  contingencies.  Oh  I  I  had 
forgotten  that  in  my  last  I  spoke  of  Lord  ISielbume  and  Mr. 
FuUarton  as  having  been  likely  to  fighi  My  letter  was  scarcely  on 
horseback  before  they  did  fighl^  as  you  have  seen  in  the  papers.  The 
Earl  was  wounded  in  the  groin,  just  where  Charles  Fox  was ;  on 
which  Sir  George  Savile  said  wittily,  that  Adam  and  Fullarton 
had  tried  not  only  to  cut  off  them,  but  their  posterity.  It  was  odd 
that  the  same  pistols  gave  both  wounds,  for  Adam  had  borrowed 
Fullarton's. 

fieUgious  prophets  were  mote  prudent  than  I ;  they  commonly 
fbrmed  their  predictions  qfier  events,  not  before.  Would  not  one 
have  thought  that  I,  who  have  often  denied  myself  guesses,  should 
have  been  on  my  guard  against  soothsaying  P — ^yethere  am  I  already 
caught,  and  the  dupe  of  my  own  penetration :  not  but  the  Adminis- 
tration was  beaten  again  yesterday ;  yet  only  by  t%DO — just  enough  to 
contradict  this  letter,  and  bring  poor  me  to  shame :  in  short,  nothing 
18  consistent  for  two  days.  Fluctuation  is  the  ruling  demon  of  the 
timesy  and  perhaps  a  propitiious  one!  it  may  prevent  a  more 
mischievous  devil  from  rioting  at  wiLL  Take  notice,  that,  while  any 
of  these  incubi  reign,  I  will  not  be  their  Flamen  and  give  out  their 
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oneles.     I  will  henoefiidli  only  tell  70a  where  ihey  have  left  pnm 
of  their  footsteps. 


1911.  TO  THB  REY.  WILLIAM  KA80K.> 

iipra  It,  1T80. 

You  Iiave  sent  me  a  very  temperate  letter,  I  own  it  to  your 
honour,  and  with  great  pleaaore,  as  I  interest  myself  in  your 
dignity.  I  will  observe  your  moderation  for  many  reasons,  and 
chiefly  for  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  match  myself  with  you.  Besides 
I  am  heartily  for  union,  so  moch,  that  it  was  a  principal  canse  of 
my  dislike  of  the  introduction  of  new  and  speculatiye,  that  is, 
experimental,  Articles,  which  could  only  introduce  difference  of 
opinion  and  contradiction,  and  consequently  would  divide  our  party, 
and  unite  and  strengthen  the  other.  The  Cionstitution,  as  it  was  at 
the  end  of  the  last  reign,  made  us  the  happiest  [in  which  I  indude 
liberty  as  the  first  ingredient],  richest,  and  most  glorious  nation  in 
Europe.  Do  allow  me  to  thmk  such  a  constitution  perfect  enough. 
I  want  to  see  that  constitution  restored. — ^Amend  it  afterwards  if  yon 
will  or  can. 

What  happened  the  other  day*  proves  to  my  sense  that  thcro 
is  still  strength  enough  left  in  the  Constitution  to  work  itself  whole. 
When  in  less  than  five  months  the  spirit  of  part  of  the  people  can 
force,  or  intimidate  the  most  corrupt  and  most  Tory  Parliament  that 
ever  was,  to  add  a  codicil  to  Magna  Charta,  the  House  of  Commons 
does  not  want  an  hundred  members  more.  Few  Houses  of  Commons 
ever  did  so  much  for  Liberty ;  nor  would  I  for  the  universe  touch  a 
hair  of  a  s]rstem  that  has  conferred  such  a  benefit  You  yourself  as 
one  of  the  first  authors  of  that  grace,  ought  to  be  fond  and  tender 
of  an  engine  by  which  you  have  wrought  so  much  good ;  for  .should 
the  vote  be  expunged  from  the  journals  to-morrow,  it  would  remain 
a  foundation  of  right  and  a  precedent  to  all  posterity. 

Will  you  allow  me  to  use  the  freedom  to  differ  with  you  on  the 
consequence  you  draw  from  the  question  you  ask  P — that  is,  whether 
the  excess  of  money  wasted  in  pensions  does  not  call  fi)r  a  reform 


'  Endoned  "To  Uie  Bsr.  Wmiam  llaiOB,  Imi  not  Mai»  m  too  ■tra^*— 
CuirviiroHAii. 

'  Vote  of  Home  of  Commoiu  that  the  Inflnenoe  of  the  Crown  ongnt  to  be 
diminiahed. — Wuosr. 
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of  Parliameni  I  am  sorry  yoa  added,  aknod  for  mere!  bat  on 
that  head  I  should  certainly  not  join  yoa :  eimda  prim  tmkmda. 
In  the  first  plaoe»  I  do  not  think  the  alteration  of  the  present  modes 
would  at  all  prevent  oorruption.  Take  away  the  means  of  oor- 
ruption,  the  ^bot  would  fall  of  course.  But  surely  you  do  not 
think  that  the  influence  of  the  Grown  on  Parliament  depends  on  the 
dry  money  it  has  to  give  I  So  fiur  from  it^  the  want  of  money  was 
a  principal  cause  of  the  American  war.  Contracts,  commissions,  and 
ten  thousand  other  sorts  of  bribes  infinitely  exceed  all  the  votes  that 
are  purchased  by  what  the  Grown  dispenses  out  of  its  own  fob.  Ask 
your  dear  Tory  Knights  of  Shires  whether  all  their  prerogative 
principles,  which  never  reconciled  them  to  the  House  of  Hanover 
in  the  late  reign,  have  not  been  wonderfully  cleared  up  by  the 
operation  of  silent  douceurs  fit)m  the  establishment  of  a  Militia. 
Oh !  my  dear  Sir,  allow  me,  who  have  never  budged  bom  the  scene 
of  action,  to  know,  at  least  to  think  I  know,  more  of  these  practices, 
than  you  who  have  been  warbling  in  immaculate  groves.  In  truth, 
it  is  from  indignation  at  much  I  know  and  see,  that  I  can  talk 
cordially  but  with  very  few.  When  our  loudest  reformers  have 
started  out  of  the  mire,  like  Si  Paul,  to  turn  apostles,  I  recoil  and 
cry,  No,  no,  non  taU  auxiUo  ! — ^but  I  will  say  no  more.  I  do  not 
erect  my  own  judgment  as  a  standard,  but  I  must  follow  it  I  am 
for  adhering  to  frmdamentals  that  I  know :  I  cannot  tell  what  the 
consequences  of  innovations  would  be.  At  least,  I  must  have  a 
thorough  experience  of  the  abilities  of  those  who  give  themselves  for 
l^islators  of  novelties,  and  who  to  me  are  but  empirics  till  they 
have  demonstrated  their  mission.  I  must  own  too  that  their 
Memorial  gave  me  a  wofrd  opinion  of  their  capacity.  I  never  knew 
but  Oliver  Cromwell  who  was  so  great  a  man  that  he  could  afford  to 
talk  gibberish. 

The  majority  of  the  late  Minority  consisted  on  Monday  in  but 
two.  Do  not  you  see  that  the  Tories  are  afraid  of  their  own 
successP  would  you  give  them  an  hundred  head  moreP  Jove 
would  thank  you  for  such  a  hecatomb ;  but  I  am  to  blame,  and 
am  ungrateful  to  dispute  with  you— excuse  an  old  dying  Whig ! 

Mr.  HoUis's  'Memoirs *  are  not  published,  but  sent  as  presents  to 
the  elect  They  are  certainly  drawn  up  by  some  Dissenter,  yet, 
though  often  silly,  often  vulgar,  ignorant,  and  prejudiced,  tiiey 
contain  some  curious  facts.  They  show  how  the  Episcopalian  spirit 
of  that  arch-hypocrite  Seeker  contributed  to  the  American  wat; 
and  there  is  one  remarkable  anecdote  breathing  the  full  effluvia  of 
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tlie  nigB. :  Mr.  HoUia  tent  to  the  Briiiflh  Mnaeiiin  a  RatiriaJ  priit 
againgt  the  Jesuits — the  ooratozs  would  not  reoeiye  it. 

There  is  one  paragrapli  in  your  letter  that  I  forgot  till  reading  it 
againy  and  to  which  I  must  speak,  not  to  diiynte,  but  to  lament 
Tou  say  our  friends  have  lost  much  of  their  popularity  by  not  oon- 
cuning  on  the  new  ArtiGleSi  which  the  oountey  in  general  adqit 
Does  not  this  prove  what  I  said,  that  these  novd  articles  wlB 
disunito  the  partyP  You  will  see  that  they  have  done  so ;  and  &ey 
who  hare  lost  ground  in  Yorkshire,  will  gain  it  in  any  other  plaoei 
— look  at  the  resolutions  from  Cambridge.  Lord  Shelbume  and 
Charles  Fox  were  as  much  against  the  new  Articles  as  Lord  J. 
Cavendish;  but  being  more  pliant  politicians,  gulped  them — for 
a  while.  Yet  Lord  Sh[elbume]'8  own  Wiltshire  has  diwclaimed  the 
Association,  which  loses  ground  every  day;  since  people  have  been 
told  that  they  may  have  new  ArfaVlflfl  tacked  to  their  sobsoriptiaiis 
at  the  &nqy  of  any  private  leader  of  a  shire.  I,  you  well  know, 
have  not  attachment  to  Lord  Bockingham,  nor  have  even  onoe 
talked  to  the  Cavendishes  on  this  d^pter;  yet  I  confess  I  am 
shodced  and  disgusted  that  men,  certainly  honest  and  conscientious, 
and  lovers  of  their  country,  shocdd  become  unpopular,  becanse  they 
will  not  swallow  impUdtiy  novel  nostrums,  neither  discussed  nor 
examined,  very  proUematio^  and  imposed  arbitrarily  and  inqdsi- 
torially  as  articles  of  £edth  or  as  conditions  of  election.  This  seems 
to  me  to  flow  from  as  despotic  a  spirit  as  any  ordinance  of  a  Courts 
and  to  be  as  bad  as  exacting  subscription  to  the  Thirty-nine 
Articles.  For  my  part  I  should  glory  in  such  unpopularity ;  but^ 
my  dear  friend,  depend  upon  it,  whoever  dictates  his  own  reveries^ 
and  insists  on  their  being  testa^  wiQ  soon  demolish  all  that  yon  have 
done. 

A  dictatorial  ascendant  must  be  the  work  of  time.  I  told 
yon  early  that  demagogues  of  districts  would  split  us  into  petty 
factions,  and  do  the  business  of  the  Court  The  wise,  the  grest 
man,  who  is  able  to  conduct  the  whole  party,  has  not  yet  appeared. 
You,  who  have  more  sense  than  your  whole  country  together,  must 
steer  and  temper  it^  and  not  let  your  work  be  taken  out  of  your 
hands  and  maimed  by  fiantastio  legialaton,  who  are  vain  of  their  own 
ideas  and  do  not  comprehend  the  conduct  of  a  great  madiine. 
Every  day  produces  some  new  project  or  new  scent;  and  we  shall 
be  bewildered  before  anything  is  corrected;  the  consequence  of 
engrafting  new  and  heterogeneous  propositions  on  a  simple  theme; 
disputable  propositions,  id  which  the  expedience  or  inexpedience 
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•oald  not  be  known  beforehand,  and  whidi  were  promulged  before 
they  had  been  weighed — no  indication  of  modesty  or  discretion :  in 
one  wordi  here  are  akeady  articlists  and  non-articliBtB.  I  have  dwelt 
on  this  matter,  to  show  ike  danger  of  precipitation  or  obstmacy.  I 
can  be  of  no  use  but  to  warn  where  I  espy  a  rock :  I  foresaw  the 
oonrtiers  would  clamonr  on  innovations  of  the  ConstitatLon,  and 
already  their  papers  teem  with  those  complaints.  It  can  be  nothing 
to  me,  who  shall  never  be  in  Parliament^  how  many  are  sent  thither, 
or  for  how  long^  or  for  ^w  little ;  but  I  tremble  at  touching  funda- 
mentals, and  love  no  precedents  that  may  cut  two  ways.  There  is 
another  capital  argument  with  me  against  disputable  experiments, 
and  against  losing  time  on  them.  Here  has  been  an  amazing  change 
in  opinions  in  a  moment  The  tide  may  turn  as  rapidly ;  and  what- 
ever is  gained  extra,  order  on  such  occasions  is  the  first  thing 
subverted  on  a  new  revolution,  whereas  what  is  reitored  to  the 
constitution  gains  new  strength,  like  a  broken  bone  that  is  more 
firmly  knit  after  a  firacture. 

I  have  done,  and  done  with  the  subject,  but  it  lay  heavy  on  my 
mind.  Use  your  discretion;  you  have  more  solidity  as  well  as 
more  parts  timn  L  We  may  disagree  in  modes,  but  never  shall  in 
essentials,  for  we  both  mean  the  same  thing.  Nor  do  I  want  to 
convert  you  to  my  opinion;  but  as  you  are  an  active  man,  and 
I  only  a  speculative  one,  there  is  no  harm  in  my  advertiBing  you  of 
whatever  I  think  may  jaiejudice  the  cause,  and  you  will  always 
judge  for  yourself  whether  I  have  reason  or  not    Adieu  I 

Tours  most  amicably, 

H.W. 


1912.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILUAM  MASOK. 

Skmoberrp  HiU,  April  17, 1780. 

You  have  sent  me  so  temperate  and  obliging  a  letter,  that  I  most 
certainly  will  not  dispute  with  you,  what  I  never  wish  to  do.  I 
will  not  say  a  word  more  on  the  novel  Articles.  In  fact  they  cease 
to  alarm  me,  for  they  are  generally  distasted,  and  not  likely  to 
make  their  fortune.  The  counties  of  Northampton,  Buckingham, 
Oambridge,  and  Wiltshire  have  rejected  them,  though  Wilts  is 
Lord  Shelbume's  province ;  but  he,  I  know,  and  Oharles  Fox  were 
utterly  against  them,  and  only  complied  for  the  moment  In  short, 
it  was  a  disastrous  project,  has  disgusted  many  of  the  Opposition^ 
and  thence  delighted  the  Court,  who  triumph  on  Mr.  Wyvill's 

HOk  TZX.  ^  A 
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attempt  to  remore  sabsoripiioii  of  tiie  Thirty-nine  Artidefly  and  who 
would  now  impose  tests,  sabsoriptionsy  and  engagements  to  aibUnrj 
and  indigested  plans  of  his  own. 

I  am  sorry  for  what  you  tell  me  of  the  new  unpopularity  of 
certain  persons-Hoiot  for  their  sakes,  for  can  they  regard  it  P  Axe 
honest  oonsoientions  men  to  lose  credit  with  their  oonntrymen  for 
not  swallowing  implicitly  any  crude  and  disputable  propositions  that 
any  man  takes  for  an  infallible  nostrum.  What  measures  of  a 
Court  could  be  more  despotic  ?  And  allow  me  to  say,  that  any  man 
who  would  dictate  to  a  whole  party,  ought  to  haTC  given  proob  of 
consummate  abilities  before  he  assumed  so  dictatorial  a  tone,  and 
certainly  before  he  wiU  have  his  mission  universally  acknowledged. 

In  good  fiedtli,  my  dear  Sir,  it  requires  no  great  sagacity  to  foressa 
that  such  rashness  and  obstinacy  will  soon  split  the  Opposition  into 
an  hundred  petty  Actions,  llie  Court  is  one  compact  body  and 
uniform.  The  Opposition  is  a  most  heterogeneous  assemblage ;  and 
as  the  great  man  who  is  to  conduct  them  has  not  yet  appeared,  I 
doubt  that  without  much  discretion  and  address  the  present  spirit 
will  d^;enerate,  and  be  lost  in  flippant  projects  that  will  dash  with 
each  other,  and  whose  leaders  will  hate  each  other  more  tlian  tilieir 
common  enemies.  Tour  good  sense  must  bridle  those  under  your 
diocese,  and  even  if  you  think  my  advice  not  sound,  it  may  not  be 
useless  to  have  some  too  circumspect,  as  well  as  others  too  enter- 
prising. The  recovery  of  a  majority  of  twenty-six  last  week  by  the 
Administration  shows  how  little  cordiality  there  was  in  tihe  defiscticm 
of  the  Tories.  They  are  no  doubt  but  temporising  with  their  con- 
stituents; perhaps  have  dispensations,  and  certainly  would  have 
them  for  taking  engagements,  which  they  would  not  observe  when 
their  elections  were  secured.  Some  Whigs  deserted  too,  because 
their  electors  are  ofEicers  of  revenue.  In  short,  I  have  said  enough 
to  lead  you  to  reflect  what  variety  of  interests  ought  to  be  weighed, 
before  disputable  questions  are  converted  into  articles  of  fidth 
It  is  good  that  an  army  should  be  warm,  but  the  generals  ought 
to  be  very  cooL 

The  House  of  Lords  has  rejected  the  Contractors'  Bill,  a  measure 
rash  enough  on  their  side,  unless,  as  I  suspect,  they  have  received 
new  assurances  from  the  Tories.  A  strange  event  has  suspended 
the  consequences  of  that  rejection,  I  mean  the  Speaker's  [Bar 
Fletcher  Norton's]  retirement  It  is  generally  thought  his  successor 
will  be  your  friend  Frederic  Montagu.* 

^  Mr.  Cornwall  wm  ehoaen.— CunrniaHAii. 
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Mr.  Hollii's  'Memoin '  are  not  published,  but  sent  as  presents  to 
the  elect  They  are  certainly  drawn  np  by  some  Dissenter,  yet, 
though  often  idlly,  Tulgar,  ignorant,  and  prejudiced,  they  contain 
some  curious  fieusts.  They  show  how  the  Episcopalian  spirit  of  that 
arch-hypoeriie  Seeker  contributed  to  the  American  War,  and  there 
is  one  remarkable  anecdote  breathing  the  full  efSnyia  of  the  reign : 
Mr.  HoUis  sent  to  the  British  Museum  a  satirical  print  on  the 
Jesuits.    The  Trostees  would  not  receire  ii 

You  have  seen  the  Russian  Declaration,  I  condude.  The 
European  Powers  will  probably  oblige  us  to  acknowledge  the 
Independence  and  £ree  trade  of  America ;  it  will  be  kinder  than 
they  intend  it  to  us,  and  will  give  repose  to  those  poor  sufferers 
whom  our  country  gentlemen  devoted  to  destruction,  and  do  not 
seem  even  in  their  hour  of  resipiscence  to  recollect 

I  am  glad  you  hare  recorerod  your  Lares  and  Penates,  but  don't 
you  find  them  a  little  more  wanton  than  you  left  them  P  I  hope 
before  you  commence  your  fourth  book,  that  you  will  not  be  forced 
to  purify  your  walks  from  the  Deity  of  Ghurdens. 

My  last  was  sent  by  Botherham,  not  having  receired  your  new 
route.    Adieu  I 

1918.    TO  SIB  HOBACB  KAITK. 

Strawberry  BiU,  April  17, 1780. 

FLUcruATn>v  is  the  present  mot  of  the  House  of  Oommons.  Lord 
North  had  a  considerable  majority,  considering  the  moment,  on 
Thursday.  The  question  was  to  reed  a  second  time  the  Bill  to 
disfranchise  the  Officers  of  the  Bevenue.  As  the  increase  of  tiiemt 
by  the  addition  of  taxes,  has  magnificently  increased  the  influence  of 
the  Crown,  the  refrual  of  cashiering  them  as  voters  is  not  very  con- 
sequential logic  after  the  vote  of  the  former  week,  that  that  influence 
ought  to  be  diminished  I  The  Court  took  a  bolder  step  on  Friday, 
and  rejected  the  Bill  for  dimnembering  contracton,  whidi  the  Com- 
mons had  sent  to  the  Lords,  who  threw  it  oui  This  measure  would 
have  created  a  raging  flame  in  the  Commons  this  very  day — ^but  the 
Commons  are  laid  up  in  the  person  of  their  Speaker.  He  declared 
himself  so  exhausted  in  the  chair  on  Friday,  and  so  ill,  that  the 
tender  House,  to  both  sides  of  which  his  alternate  virtues  must  be 
dear,  have  adjourned  to  this  day  sevennight :  however,  it  is  said  he 
designs  to  abdicate.  A  greater  quantity  of  fbel,  no  doubt,  will  be 
prepared  on  the  Contractors'  Bill ;  but  premeditated  conflagrations 
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donot  always  kindle  like  the  oombiislableB  of  pamozL  llienewiestB 
of  the  Associations  Iiaye  been  rejected  by  four  or  fire  connties.  I  am 
heartily  glad.  I  like  few  or  no  tests,  and  not  at  all  tlie  ohai^QB 
of  the  Oonstitation  at  which  they  were  aimed. 

You  say  Prussia  forbade  Bnssia  to  assist  ns,  to  whioh  she  was 
inclined.  Truly,  she  is  a  most  passiye  or  wealherooek  despoti 
Ladies,  too,  that  are  forbidden  to  please  themselTes,  are  seldom  so 
passiye  as  to  exceed  the  commands  of  the  prohibitor.  And  yet  she 
has  sent  ns  a  Memorial,  or  (in  modem  phrase  for  a  bitter  potion)  a 
rescript,  that  will  mightily  manacle  the  yiyadty  of  onr  priyateers. 
As  aU  Europe  is  obdurate,  I  wish  they  would  go  further,  and  one  and 
all  impose  peace  on  us  and  our  enemies.  That  would  be  mercy  to 
mankind ;  but  at  what  Batisbon  is  there  a  precedent  of  such  a  paci- 
fication registered?  The  lyAlemberts  and  Diderots,  who  are  so 
layish  of  incense  to  philosophic  soyereigns,  are  forced  to  content 
themselyes  with  mighty  problematic  sparkles  of  philosophy  I 

I  begin  this  letter,  because  I  am  here  idle :  perhaps  I  shaU  not 
finish  it  this  week.  I  am  sorry  my  recommantU  ^  is  so  unwise  for 
himself  as  not  to  cultiyate  yon  more.  I  am  satisfied  of  his  yirtues, 
but  am  not  so  dear  that  he  knows  much  of  the  world.  I  donbt  his 
patriotism  is  a  little  of  Spartan  hue,  that  is,  morose ;  at  least  I 
shall  deem  it  so,  if  your  humanity  does  not  smooth  it.  Sere^  I 
belieye  it  wiU  soon  be  difficult  to  be  allowed  any  moderation ;  but 
surely  one  has  no  occasion  to  wear  one^s  badge  constantly  at  ihe 
distance  of  aboye  a  thousand  miles.  Well ;  you  haye  temper,  and 
will  not  take  notice  of  it.  I  am  satifAed  of  your  complaisance 
for  mj  protigis  ;  and,  if  they  do  not  meet  it  as  they  ought,  I  am  not 
so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  or  desire  you  to  press  it  upon  them.  I 
remember  Sir  WHliam  Maynard  was  yery  impertinent  on  opposite 
politics.*  Yon  must  smile  as  I  do  when  I  content  neither  side. 
Methinks  it  is  a  desirable  certificate.  One  should  haye  charity  for 
all  sorts  of  opinions  on  religion  and  goyemment;  for  no  person  can 
be  absolutely  sure  he  is  in  the  right  on  either.  Were  any  mode  in 
either  self-eyidently  true,  nobody  could  dispute  on  them ;  bnt,  as 
men  haye  disputed,  fought,  nay  died,  for  ahnost  eyery  mode  and 
agjEunst  eyery  mode,  their  probabilities  are  but  a  peut-Hre.  I  am  a 
settled  Whig ;  for,  if  one  thinks,  one  must  before  my  age  haye  fixed 
one's  creed  by  the  lamp  of  one^s  own  reason :  but  I  haye  modi 

*  Bffr.  Windhiira. — Waifolv. 

*  Sir  Williim  MA^nud  wasi>Jaoobiift~-WALroia. 
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Quakerism  in  my  oompodtion,  and  prefer  peace  to  dootrines.  I  liaTe 

•o  muoh  weakness  and  vorldlinessy  too,  in  my  natnrei  that^  Iiaving  a 

poor  opinion  of  my  own  infiEillibiliiyy  I  can  but  suspect  mjrself  of  as 

much  prejudice  and  passion  a9  I  d^cry  in  others ;— one  maybe  very 

sure  of  one's  own  faults,  but  one  may  judge  rashly  and  uiifEurly  on 

those  of  others. 

22fidL 

I  could  not  amass  complement  enough  for  my  letter,  and  shall 

therefbre  reserve  it  to  Tuesday  next    The  mountain  has  been 

delivered  of  a  tooth ;  i.  e.,  the  Speaker  has  had  one  drawn,  and  will 

return  to  the  House  on  Monday, — ^they  say,  for  the  rest  of  this 

session;  though,  they  say,  against  the  advice  of  the  physicians.   You 

see,  when  virtue  seizes  people  late,  it  makes  them  risk  even  life  itself 

in  the  service  of  their  country  I 

SSA. 

I  am  but  just  come  to  town,  and  find  that  the  livery  of  the  House 
of  Commons  is  still  turned  up  with  changeable,  or  rather  is  returned 
to  the  royal  colours.  Dunning  moved  yesterday  to  address  the  King 
that  the  Parliament  might  not  be  prorogued  or  dissolved  till  the  de- 
mands of  the  petitions  are  satisfied.  The  motion  was  rejected  by  254 
to  203.  On  this  repulse,  the  Opposition  adjourned  their  committee  to 
that  day  sevennight,  to  have  time  to  meditate  one  decisive  measure ; 
which,  if  rejected,  Charles  Fox  declared  he  should  advise  secession, 
as  having  no  hopes  of  redress  of  grievances.  That  implies  recourse 
to  the  people.  As  a  new  Parliament  is  so  near^  recourse  to  the  people 
may  imply  that  the  people,  if  they  wiU  be  relieved,  must  choose 
representatives  accordingly.  Such  steps  are  constitutional;  and, 
while  we  have  those  remedies,  I  hope  we  shall  never  have  any 
other.  The  session  will  probably  end  much  sooner  than  was 
expected ;  but  when  one  guesses,  from  the  sky,  of  the  day,  you  must 
not  depend  upon  such  an  almanack-maker. 


lOli.    TO  THB  BXy.  WILUAM  MASOK. 

Berhdey  Sqvart,  April  25, 1780. 

It  is  not  to  boast  of  sagacity  that  I  tell  you  that  I  have  guessed 
rightly.  The  Tories  have  returned  to  the  Court,  and  gave  it  yester- 
day a  great  majoriiy  on  Dunning's  motion  for  an  address  against 
proroguing  or  dissolving  the  Parliament  till  grievances  were 
redressed.    The  motion  was  rejected  by  254  to  203.    Sir  Boger 
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Newdigate,  who  lias  affiMted  to  liare  opened  his  prerogatiwe  ejes, 
though  he  owned  he  detested  those  to  whom  he  had  gone  orer,  voted 
with  many  other  trae-blne  friends  in  the  majority.  The  Tories  of 
Gheshire  have  played  as  signal  a  triok.  I  knew  when  they  were  set 
down  as  sabsoribeis  to  the  Association  that  they  had  sent  no  depu- 
tation thither,  and  if  anybody  presented  himself  there  as  depnted, 
that  it  was  without  authority,  and  only  from  zeaL  This  is  not  to 
dispute,  but  to  justify  myself  to  you,  for  having  been  leas  sanguine 
than  you.  I  remember  a  notorious  instance  of  Tory  treachery  to 
Lord  Holland  in  the  late  reign,  the  particulars  of  which  are  too  long 
Ibr  a  letter.  I  have  not  so  much  spirit  as  you,  and  ezperienoe  and 
age  have  made  me  still  more  diffident,  but  they  do  not  shake  my 
principles.  They  are  even  more  firm  on  finding  we  are  thus  beaten ; 
deceived  I  have  not  been,  for  I  expected  no  better  from  an  alliance 
with  Tory  country  gentlemen,  who  hallooed  ihe  Grown  to  ravage 
America,  and  then  attacked  it  because  they  had  been  such  gulls. 
However,  I  rejoice  that  they  have  shown  themselves ;  the  Grown 
must  dote  on  tiiem  as  much  as  I  do. 

I  was  going  to  send  you  Fitzpatrick's  excellent  parody  of  GFeorge 
Selwyn's  Advertisement  to  his  electors  at  Gloucester,  but  I  find  it  is 
in  to-day's  *  Gourant,'  and  will  certainly  get  into  the  other  papers. 
In  its  room  I  will  transcribe  a  Biddle,  not  with  aU  its  mysteries,  for 
then  it  would  be  inexplicable.  The  ghosts  of  Odin  and  Gray  must 
pardon  my  speaking  so  irreverently  of  what  they  alone  could 
expound.  This  fragment  I  believe  genuine,  for  the  editor  has  not 
made  it  dance  to  Macpherson's  hornpipe,  nor  pretends  that  there  are 
clergymen  living  in  the  Highlands  who  have  been  able  to  say  it  by  heart 
Ibr  fliese  thousand  years.  This  is  an  Icelandic  stanza,  the  English 
of  which,  says  Dr.  lino  Yon  Troil,  is,  **  1  hang  the  round  beaten 
gaping  snake  on  the  end  of  the  bridge  of  the  mountain  bird  at  the 
gallows  of  Odin's  shield." 

The  sense  of  this  nonsense  is,  aMr.  Ihre  affirms,  **  I  put  a  ring  on 
my  finger.''  I  do  not  lessen  the  enigma  by  giving  you  the  solution, 
for  now  you  are  to  make  out  haw  that  can  be.  If  yon  can,  you 
deserve  to  be  poet  laureate  of  Heda,  for  Dr.  Yon  Troil  says, 
**  There  were  poets  laureate  in  Iceland,  though  they  have  no  laurel, 
nor  anything  else  but  volcanoes  and  boiling  fountains,  some  scarlet, 
and  some  as  white  as  milk.''  As  you  know  I  love  poetry  with 
images  entirely  new,  you  would  oblige  me  with  a  pastoral  in  whidi 
should  be  a  description  of  this  landscape,  and  which  Mrs.  Gomelys, 
if  still  living,  shall  convert  into  a  Bidotto. 
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I  am  but  just  oome  to  town,  and  know  nothing  eke ;  you  oaa 
haye  nothing  of  a  oat  but  her  politioB  and  her  studies.    Adieu  I 


lOlff.    TO  THB  BET.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

[Moff,  1780.1 

Thb  newspapers  have  told  you  all  that  I  oould  haye  said,  and 
that  nothing  has  happened  worth  repeating  or  detailing.  The  spirit 
you  raised  is  eyaporated  or  split  into  a  thousand  branches  by  mis- 
management The  Opposition  is  as  much  diyided  amongst  them* 
selyes,  as  they  and  the  Ministers ;  and  those  squabbles  more  than 
any  other  cause  haye  re-established  the  predominance  of  the  Gourt 
The  Bishop  of  St  Asaph  showed  me  a  sensible  letter  from  his  son, 
the  Dean,  who  says,  it  was  with  much  difficnliy  that  he  preyailed  to 
haye  the  committee  of  their  county  adjourned,  and  that  it  would 
haye  been  infEdlibly  dissolyed  if  he  had  pressed  the  Association.  In 
short,  I  can  only  lament  that  the  sole  chance  we  haye  had  in  so 
many  years  of  recoyering  jhe  yigour  of  this  country  has  been  thrown 
away.  The  Ministers,  though  detesting  each  other  more  than  the 
factions  in  the  Opposition,  haye  had  the  sense  not  to  quarrel,  and 
they  reap  the  benefit  of  unanimiip,  which  we  professed  and  oould  not 
obserye  for  a  moment 

Did  you  see  'Boyal  BeflectionsP'  They  are  excellent,  and  I  am 
persuaded  were  written  by  Fitzpatrick.  The  courtiers  are  restringing 
their  lyres  too.  There  is  an  ode,  said  to  be  written  by  Soame 
Jenyns,  and  I  belieye  so  from  one  or  two  strokes  of  humour,  though 
in  general  a  paltry  performance.*  The  pre&oe  is  an  attack  on  Qray 
and  you,  who  I  am  sure  are  our  only  Pindars.  The  conclusion 
ironically  implores  liberiy : — 

To  ihield  u  nfe,  beneath  her  goardian  wingi. 
From  Law,  Beligion,  Ministen^  and  Kings. 

Soame  Jenyns  does  think,  I  do  not  doubt,  that  Ministers  ought  to 
be  our  law,  and  kings  our  religion.  When  you  are  in  your  own- 
Mme  yein,  I  trust  you  wiU  remember  him. 

You  know,  I  suppose,  that  the  Boyal  Academy  at  Somerset  House 
is  opened.*  It  is  quite  a  Roman  palace,  and  finished  in  perfect  taste 
as  well  as  boundless  expense.    It  would  haye  been  a  glorious  appa- 

>  It  ia  inelnded  in  his  Works,  4  Tola.  12mo,  1790,  and  ia  oaOed  eorreeily  in  the 
Contents  "  a  Burlesqne  Ode."—  CinnrivoHAM. 

*  May,  1780,  waa  the  i&xst  Bzhibition  of  the  Boyal  Aeademy  at  Somerset  House.— 
OvmmiaBiJi. 
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rition  at  the  oozioliision  of  the  great  war ;  now  it  is  an  insolt  on  our 
poTorty  and  degradation.  There  is  a  sign-post  by  West  of  his  Majesty 
holding  the  memorial  of  his  late  campaign,  lest  we  should  forget 
that  he  was  at  Oozheath  when  the  French  fleet  was  in  Plymonth 
Sound.  By  what  lethargy  of  loyalty  it  happened  I  do  not  know, 
but  there  is  also  a  picture  of  Mrs.  Wright  modelling  the  head  of 
Charles  the  First,  and  their  Majesties  contemplating  it.'  Gains- 
borough has  fiye  landscapes  there,  of  which  one  especially  is  worthy 
of  any  collection,  and  of  any  painter  that  ever  existed.* 

There  is  come  out  a  *  Life  of  Garrick,'  in  two  volumes,  by  Davies 
the  bookseller,  formerly  a  player.  It  is  written  naturally,  simply, 
without  pretensions,  nay,  and  without  partiality  (though  under  the 
auspices  of  Dr.  Johnson),  unless,  as  it  seems,  the  prompter  reserved 
all  the  flattery  to  himself,  and  according  to  an  epigram  on  tiie  late 
Queen  and  the  Hermitage, — 

whiaperod  lei  the  Snceoae  aU  be  minoL 

In  consequence,  the  author  [Davies]  calls  the  pedant  [Johnson]  the 
greatest  man  of  the  age,  and  compares  his  trumpery  tragedy  of 
*  Irene '  to  '  Gate.'  However,  the  work  is  entertaining,  and  deserves 
immortality  for  preserving  that  eubUme  saying  of  Quin  (which,  by 
the  way,  he  profanes  by  calling  it  a  bon'fnot),  who  disputing  on  the 
execution  of  C!harles  I.,  and  being  asked  by  his  antagonist  by 
what  law  he  was  put  to  death,  replied,  ''By  aU  the  laws  he  had  left 
them.''  I  ymh  you  would  translate  it  into  Greek,  and  write  it  in 
your  'Longinus;'  it  has  ten  times  more  grandeur,  force,  and  meaning 
than  any  thing  he  cites. 

AprcpoB  to  the  theatre,  I  have  read  the  *  School  for  Seandal : '  it 
is  rapid  and  lively,  but  is  far  £rom  containing  the  wit  I  eiqwcted 
from  seeing  it  acted. 

May  I  leap  from  the  Stage  to  the  Bench  P  Sir  Thomas  Bumbold, 
one  of  our  Indian  mushrooms,  asked  his  father-in-law,  the  Bishop 
of  Carlisle  [Dr.  Law],'  to  answer  for  a  child  that  he  had  left  in  a 
parsley-bed  of  diamonds  at  BengaL  The  good  man  consented ;  a 
man-diild  was  bom.    The  other  god&ther  was  the  Nabob  of  Aroot» 

'  "  2C2.  '  Mn.  Wright  modelling  a  head  in  wax.' . . .  /.  IFiviU.*'— OinmvenAM. 

'  Walpole'i  oop7  of  'The  Bxhibition  Catalogue'  for  17S0»  ezhibiU  against  the 
landflcapee  by  GainBboroogh,  MS.  ezpreasiona  of  ''charming,'*" very  ■pirited,"  "ae 
admirable  aa  the  great  maitera."  {Fukka'M  l^t  ^  QamSonrngh,  12b»,  1SM.>— 

CuNllIlfOHAM. 

'  Edmmid  Law,  Biiihop  of  Carlisle,  died  1787,  &ther  of  the  tiA  Locd  BUeoborovgh, 
Lord  Chief  Justice. — CuaauiQaAM. 
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— and  the  new  Ohristian's  name  is  —  Mahomet  I  What  pity 
that  Dr.  Law  was  the  god&ther  and  not  Bishop  of  Hagedom  or 
your  Metropolitan  t 

Mr.  Jones,  the  orientalist,  is  oandidate  for  Oxford.  On  Tuesday 
was  se'nnight  Mrs.  Yesey  presented  him  to  me.  The  next  day  he 
sent  me  an  absurd  and  pedantio  letter,  desiring  I  would  make 
interest  for  him.  I  answered  it  directly,  and  told  him  I  had  no 
more  connection  with  Oxford  than  with  the  Antipodes,  nor  desired 
to  haye.  I  doubt  I  went  a  little  further,  and  laughed  at  Dr.  Black- 
stone,  whom  he  quoted  as  an  advocate  for  the  rights  of  learning, 
and  at  some  other  passages  in  his  letter.  However,  before  I  sent  it, 
I  inquired  a  little  more  about  Mr.  Jones,  and  on  finding  it  was  a 
circular  letter  sent  to  several,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  answei^ 
it  at  all ;  and  now  I  am  glad  I  did  not,  for  the  man  it  seems  is  a 
staunch  Whig,  but  very  wrong-headed.  He  was  tutor  to  Lord 
Althorp,  and  quarrelled  with  Lord  Spencer,  who  he  insisted  should 
not  interfere  at  aU  in  the  education  c^his  own  son. 

There  are  just  appeared  three  new  Epistles  on  History,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Gibbon  by  Mr.  Hayley.  They  are  good  poems,  I  believe, 
weight  and  measure,  but  except  some  handsome  new  similes,  have 
little  poetry  and  less  spirit.  Li  short,  they  are  written  by  Judgment, 
who  has  set  up  for  herself,  forgetting  that  her  business  is  to  correct 
verses,  and  not  to  write  them.  Mr.  GKbbon,  I  doubt,  will  not  be 
quite  pleased ;  for  as  the  '  Epistles '  have  certainly  cost  the  author 
some  pains,  they  were  probably  commenced  before  the  Historian's 
conversion  to  the  Court,  and  are  a  little  too  fond  of  liberiy  to  charm 
the  oar  of  a  convert,  which  too  the  author  wants  to  make  him  in 
another  sense,  and  that  wiU  not  please,  unless  he  has  swallowed  his 
Majesty's  professions  as  well  as  his  pay. 

Li  another  new  publication,  called  '  Antiquities  and  Scenery  in 
the  North  of  Scotland,'  I  have  found  two  remarkable  passages, 
which  intimate  doubts  of  the  antiquity  of  Ossian,  though  the  author 
is  a  minister  in  Banff.  The  first,  in  p.  77,  says,  ''if  only  like  a 
morning  dream  the  visions  of  Ossian  came  in  later  days."  The 
other  humbly  begs  to  know,  p.  81,  how  Fingal  became  possessed 
of  burnished  armour,  when  the  times  knew  not  the  use  of  steel 
and  iron. 

My  quondam  Mend,  George  Montagu,*  has  left  your  firiend  Frederic 
five  hundred  pounds  a  year.    I  am  very  glad  of  it 

'  See  Tol.  v.,  p.  262. — Cussischam. 
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I  have  heard  what  I  flhould  not  repeat^  as  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  trae,  but  to«day  I  see  it  in  the  papers :  in  short,  they  say  that 
the  unfortanate  Knight  of  the  Polar  Star  has  disappeared.  The 
reason  given  is  that  a  demand  of  300,000^  more  for  finiaKing  the 
snmptaons  edifioe  where  Somerset  House  stood^  having  been  made 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Brett,  a  member,  begged  to  see  an 
aooonnt  of  what  had  been  aheady  expended,  and  the  next  day  aU 
the  telescopes  in  town  oonld  not  descry  the  Swedish  planet.  I  am 
sorry,  considering  that  the  constellation  of  the  Adelphi  was  not 
ro]^  from  the  celestial  globe  after  their  bubble  bttery.  I  suppose 
Ossian  will  keep  his  ground,  and  would,  if  Macpherson  should  please 
to  nuMiifAin  that  he  lived  before  TubaL 

Berkeley  Square,  May  19, 1780. 

Most  part  of  this  letter  has  been  written  many  days;  I  waited  for 
a  proper  conveyance.  Now  it  comes  to  you  in  what  Wedgwood 
calls  a  ^*  Druid's  Mug,''  you  must  drink  out  of  it  ''  Ruin  seize  thee^ 
ruthless  E[ing."  Mr.  Stonhewer  gave  me  the  direction,  but  I  find 
it  will  not  set  out  before  Tuesday.  However,  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
add  to  this  volume,  as  I  go  to  Strawberry  to-morrow,  and  must 
leave  it  for  the  waggon.  Sir  Charles  Hardy  is  dead  suddenly. 
Lord  Bathurst,  I  suppose,  will  have  the  command  of  the  Fleet,  as 
the  senior  old  Woman  on  the  Staff, 

I  shall  settle  at  Strawberry  on  Tuesday  sevennight,  so  if  you 
have  a  mind  to  hear  from  me  you  must  write ;  for  I  shall  know  no 
more  there  than  you  in  Yorkshire,  and  I  cannot  talk  if  nobody 
answers  me.  Somebody  knocks,  which  is  a  very  good  conclusion 
when  one  has  no  more  to  say.  Oh,  it  is  Mr.  Palgrave :  weU,  he  teUs 
me  that  Sir  William  Chambers  is  not  gone  away,  so  I  retract  all, 
but  that  the  Adams  ought  to  be  gone.    Adieu!  * 

^  10  THB  BOS.  aOBAOB  WALFOLI. 

Atian,  near  Worktop,  May  SO,  1780. 

Wnm  I  to  apologise  for  m j  long  uilence  by  saying  that  I  waited  till  I  coold  con- 
gratulate yon  on  Uie  going  ont  of  that  Ministry  which  yon  said  oonld  not  possibly 
hold  its  gronnd  after  its  rery  first  defeat,  and  twitted  me  not  a  little  beeanse  I  held 
the  matter  possible.  I  should  think  I  made  a  Justifiable  excuse.  Tet  as  you  say  yon 
ha?e  not  been  deccired  by  the  return  of  the  Tories  to  their  Tomit  (*tis  a  Scripture 
phrase),  I  fear  you  would  not  admit  such  apology.  Take  then  the  true  one,  I  am 
sick  of  writing  about  politics.  The  Whigs  lore  wallowing  In  their  mire  ftis  another 
Scripture  phrase)  full  as  weU  as  the  Tories.  There  then  I  leaTe  them,  and  sit  myself 
down  in  patient  expectation  of  the  Millennium  of  Despotism ;  for  nothing  now  can  save 
us  but  what  the  people  will  nerer  have  the  spirit  to  resolre  upon :  I  don't  mean  a 
dvil  war,  but  a  dvU  and  padfie  nsolntion  not  to  pay  any  taxes :  for  instance,  an 
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Beride^  Stuart,  Map  U,  1780. 

Mb.  O0DFBSY9  the  engraver,  told  me  yesterday  that  Mr.  Tjrson '  is 
dead.  I  am  sorry  for  it,  though  he  had  left  me  oS.  A  mudli  older 
friend  of  mine  died  yesterday ;  but  of  whom  I  most  say  the  same, 
Oeorge  Montagu,  whom  you  must  remember  at  Eton  and  Cambridge. 
I  should  haye  been  exceedingly  concerned  for  him  a  few  years  ago, 
but  he  had  dropped  me,  partly  from  politics  and  partly  from  caprice, 
for  we  never  had  any  quarrel ;  but  he  was  grown  an  excessive 
humourist,  and  had  shed  almost  all  his  friends  as  well  as  me.    He 

ezeiiemaa  oomes  to  demand  m j  pottdudae  tax ;  I  tnfftt  him  to  b«tr  home  on  hla 
■hoalden  my  pianoforte,  and  ao  on,  preeenring  aU  the  wldle  a  Qoaker-iike  non- 
ehalanoe.  How  do  yon  like  my  system  ?  I  know  yon  dislike  it^  beeanse  yon  wonld 
sooner  be  taxed  ten  shillings  in  the  ponnd  than  part  with  Cardinal  Wolsey's  Hat,  or 
Harry  the  Ylllth's  Clock- Weight ;  hot  I,  Qod  be  thanked,  hare  no  snch  valuable 
peisonalitiea. 

There  is  a  woman  who  has  addressed  a  sort  of  Whiggish  Ode  to  my  reverence,  and 
has  applauded  me  for  having  praised  Lord  John  Cavendish,  jost  at  the  moment  when 
I  had  settled  it  In  my  own  mind  that  the  said  Lord  had  not  one  particle  of  true 
Whiggism  in  his  composition.  Has  she  not  timed  matters  well  t  yet^  provided  she  is 
found  to  be  poor,  I  have  employed  a  Lady  to  give  her  five  guineas.  If  I  am  not  a 
good  Whig,  I  hope  yon  will  allow  that  I  am  a  good  Christian. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Hollia's '  Memoirs : '  they  have  done  me  some  good,  and  have  made 
me  relish  my  old  Mother  Church  better  than  I  have  done  of  some  time.  I  remember 
aome  years  ago,  Dr.  Kaye  preached  a  8ermon  in  York  Minster,  in  which  he  praised  the 
excellency  of  our  Bodesiastlcal  Constitution,  its  purity,  simplicity,  ftc.,  so  highly, 
that  I  whispered  the  Residentiary  that  sat  next  me,  "  Almost  thou  persuadest  me  to 
be  a  Presbyterian."  These  '  Memoirs  '  have  brought  me  back  again  to  almost  my 
pristine  Orthodoxy.  I  cannot,  however,  rsad  our  Prayer  about  America  with  due 
onction.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  Mr.  Tyson  is  dead.  Just  after  he  was  settled  in  a 
good  living  near  London.  I  fear  he  expended  so  much  in  making  his  parsonsge 
oomfortable  (for  I  saw  it  last  summer,  and  it  was  very  much  so),  that  he  has  died  very 
poor.  I  am  told  his  books,  ftc.,  are  to  be  sold  soon  for  the  benefit  of  hia  widow  and 
child.  I  hnej  he  has  left  some  antiquarian  drawings,  ftc.,  that  mi^t  be  worth  your 
purchasing.  The  name  of  the  living  was  Lambume*  (I  think),  on  the  edge  of 
Spping  Forest  I  hope  (little  aa  I  deserve  it)  to  hear  from  yon  very  soon. 
Believe  me. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

W,  Masov. 

>  The  Rev.  Michael  Tyson,  F.S.A.,  died  4th  May,  1780.  "Poor  Mr.  Tyw>n  was 
earried  off  by  a  violent  fever  after  a  week's  Ulness.  I  am  sorry  he  had  left  off  visiting 
you ;  however  that  may  be,  I  am  morally  certain  he  had  the  sinoerest  regard  for  you." 
—Cole  to  Walpole,  in  Warburton's '  Walpole,'  IL,  482.~Cuvv»obax. 


*  Lambome,  near  Romford,  a  living  in  the  gift  of  his  own  college,  Christ  Chureh^ 
Cambridge.— CumiiaoHAJi. 
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had  partsy  and  infinite  vivacity  and  originality  till  of  late  yeaza ;  and 
it  grieved  me  mnoh  that  lie  had  changed  towards  me,  after  a  fiieod- 
ahip  of  between  thirty  and  forty  years.' 

I  am  told  that  a  nephew  of  the  Provost  of  King's  has  preached 
and  printed  a  most  flftwiing  sermon,  which  condemns  the  whole 
Opposition  to  the  stake.  Pray  who  is  it,  and  on  what  occaaioQ  f 
Mr.  Bryant  has  published  an  answer  to  Dr.  Priestley.*  I  bought  it, 
but  though  I  have  a  great  value  for  the  author,  the  subject  is  so 
metaphysical,  and  so  above  human  decision,  I  soon  laid  it  aside.  I 
hope  you  can  send  me  a  good  account  of  yourself  though  the  spring 
is  so  un&vourable. 


1017.    TO  SIB  HORACE  MAKK. 

B€rhdey  Bquare,  Ma^  1\  1780L 

Mt  letters  keep  touch  with  the  pulse  of  the  times:  they  are 
redoubled,  or  intermitted,  or  periodic,  according  as  the  political 
inflammation  increases,  abates,  or  gives  place  to  the  common  oourse 
of  things.  Of  late  I  have  been  silent,  because  the  daily  papers  told 
you  the  ordinary  events,  and  that  nothing  singular  had  hi^pened. 
The  Ministerial  recovery  is  confirmed ;  the  rejection  of  the  Con- 
tractors' Bill  by  the  House  of  Lords  occasioned  no  ferment,,  and  in 
the  country  the  Associations  seem  at  least  to  doze.  The  Opposition 
are  not  very  unanimous,  and  their  leaders  have  no  grounds  for 
reproaching  the  Ministers  with  want  of  conduct  The  session,  I 
conjecture,  will  end  sooner  than  is  expected,  from  general  weariness. 
The  public  is  tired  of  attending  to  their  debates ;  and  the  chie&  will 
be  sick  of  disappointments;  especially  when  not  consoled  by  the 
thorough-bass  of  attention  and  applause  without  doors.  In  short, 
it  is  my  opinion  that  the  vigour  of  this  country  is  worn  out,  and  is 
not  likely  to  revive.  I  think  it  is  pretty  much  the  same  case  with 
Europe.  I  remember  that,  some  years  ago,  I  used  to  tell  you  that 
this  ia  an  age  of  abortions.    May  not  this  be  founded  on  a  still  more 

'  To  thiB  Cole  repUos : — "  I  well  remember  llr.  George  Kontegn,  was  aoquinied 
with  him  a  liUle,  and  either  called  npon  him  in  Craren  or  Koriblk  Street,  or  found 
him  at  the  present  Lord  Daere'a,  for  I  shall  tearee  efer  ibiget  one  of  hie  yiraeitieii  at 
that  time.  When  Mr.  Gray  waa  with  me  al  Bletchlej  for  a  week  or  fortnight^  he  left 
me  to  go  to  him  in  Korthamptonihire;  I  think  be  met  yon  at  Horton  when  I  aocom- 
panied  yon  to  Barieigh." — Cvmwuquam, 

' '  An  Addreaa  to  Dr.  Prieatley,  np<m  hii  Doctrine  of  Fhiloeophioal  KeoeHity 
Ulnstrated.'— WaioBT. 
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general  traihP  May  not  our  globe  be  arriTed  at  4B»nifit7P  Its 
yonih  animated  Asia,  and  displayed  there  its  parts  and  inyention. 
Europe  profited  of  the  maturity  <rf  its  judgment  and  good  sense,  and 
experience  and  observation.  AMoa  never  partook  of  the  illumination 
of  the  two  continents  but  in  Egypt,  and  st  Carthage  for  a  moment 
America  has  begun  to  announce  itself  for  a  successor  to  old  Europe, 
but  I  already  doubt  whether  it  will  replace  its  predecessors ;  genius 
does  not  seem  to  make  great  shoote  there.  Buffon  says,  that 
European  animals  degenerate  across  the  Aliantio;  perhaps  its 
migrating  inhabitants  may  be  in  the  same  predicament.  If  my 
reveries  are  true,  what  pity  that  the  world  will  not  retire  into  itself 
and  enjoy  a  calm  old  age  1 

I  could  carry  my  speculations  on  the  general  decay  still  further. 
Is  not  the  universal  inactivity  of  all  religions  a  symptom  of 
decrepitude?  The  aged  are  seldom  converted;  they  die  in  the 
faith  they  are  used  to :  still  seldomer  do  the  ancients  invent  new 
systems.  The  good  ladies  Mahometanism,  Pc^ry,  and  Pro- 
testantism adhere  to  their  old  rites,  but  hobble  after  no  new  teachers. 

Ton  perceive,  by  this  rhapsody,  that  I  have  nothing  new  to  tell 
you,  and  therefore  I  shall  adjourn  the  conclusion  of  my  letter  to 
next  week.  May  not  one  hope,  from  the  lethargy  of  the  war,  that 
all  sides  may  be  sinking  into  a  disposition  towards  peace  t  It  is  a 
consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished  I 

ISA. 

I  might  as  well  have  sent  away  my  letter  last  week,  for  it  has  not 

increased  by  allowing  it  time  to  grow.    The  eye  of  expectation  is 

fixed  on  Charleston,  whence   nothing  is  yet  come.     There   are 

rumours  of  an  attempt  to  be  made  by  the  French  and  Spaniards  on 

your  neighbour,  Minorca;  the  latter  having  no  hopes  of  taking 

Gibraltar.    The  languor  of  tiie  war  makes  one  expect  both  sides 

will  be  weary  cf  it ;  at  least,  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  pass  a  more 

tranquil  summer  at  home  than  the  last 

180. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  is  dead,  suddenly,  at  Portsmouth.  I  trust  it  is 
a  good  omen :  it  cannot  be  a  bad  one.* 

P.S.  I  had  sealed  my  letter,  but  open  it  again  to  tell  you  that 
I  have  this  instant  received  your  long  despatch  about  Mr.  Windham 
and  Mr.  Bagnal,  and  am  very  sorry  so  well  laid  a  plan  had  no 

'  On  the  death  of  Sir  Charies  Harder,  Admiral  Qeary  was  called  opon  to  take  the 
ebtef  oommand.— Walpoul 


tM  HO&AOB  WALPOLVS  LITTB^.  p7NL 

better  saooeea.    I  adYise  you,  however,  to  watoh  any  opportumfy  of 
reyiving  it. 

I  am  grieved  to  hear  you  oomplain  of  your  nerves,  and  know  how 
to  pity  you.  My  own  are  so  shattered,  that  ihe  sadden  dapping  of 
a  dooT  makes  me  tremUe  for  some  minutes.  I  should  think  sea- 
bathing might  be  of  use  to  you*  I  know,  though  I  have  neglected 
it  myself  that  ihe  sea-air,  even  for  four-and-twenty  hours,  is 
incredibly  strengthening.  I  would  not  have  you  bathe  without 
advice;  but  I  do  beg  you  to  go  to  Leghorn,  if  but  for  three  days.  I 
will  oommunicate  yours  to  your  nephew.  I  think  his  conduct,  as 
fiir  as  I  know,  is  very  proper.  I  am  sure  it  is,  if  it  pleases  you ; 
fur  it  Ib  you  I  wish  him  to  study.  I  have  not  time  to  say  more  now. 
Only  remember  to  be  easy  when  jou  do  not  hear  from  me,  as  you 
may  be  sure  I  have  nothhig  mat^ial  to  tell  you. 


1S18.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILLIAM  COLE. 

Friday  night.  May  19, 1780. 

I TOANK  you  for  the  account  of  the  sermon  and  the  portrait  of 
the  undo.  They  will  satisfy  me  without  buying  the  former.  As  I 
knew  Mr.  Joseph  Spence,  I  do  not  think  I  should  have  been  so  much 
delighted  as  Dr.  Kippis  with  reading  his  letters.  He  was  a  good- 
natured,  harmless  little  soul,  but  more  like  a  silver  penny  than  a 
genius.  It  was  a  neat,  fiddle-faddle,  bit  of  sterling,  that  had  read 
good  books  and  kept  good  company,  but  was  too  trifling  for  use,  and 
only  fit  to  please  a  child. 

I  hesitate  on  purchasing  Mr.  Gh>ugh's  second  edition.  I  do  not 
think  there  was  a  guinea's  worth  of  entertainment  in  the  first ;  how 
can  the  additions  be  worth  a  guinea  and  a  half  P 

I  have  been  aware  of  the  Royal  Author  [Frederick,  Prince  of 
Wales]  you  tell  me  o^  and  have  noted  him  for  a  future  edition ;  but 
that  will  not  appear  in  my  own  time ;  because,  besides  that,  it  will 
have  the  castrations  in  my  original  copy,  and  other  editions,  that  I 
am  not  impatient  to  produce.  I  have  been  solidted  to  reprint  the 
work,  but  do  not  thmk  it  £edr  to  give  a  very  imperfect  edition  when 
I  could  print  it  complete,  which  I  do  not  choose  to  do,  as  I  have  an 
aversion  to  literary  squabbles :  one  seems  to  think  one's  self  too 
important  when  one  engages  in  a  controversy  on  one's  writings; 
and  when  one  does  not  vindicate  them,  the  answerer  passes  for 
victor,  as  you  see  Dr.  Elippis  allots  the  palm  to  Dr.  Milles,  thougih 
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you  know  I  have  so  mndh  more  to  say  in  defence  of  my  hypofhesis. 
I  haye  actually  some  hopes  of  still  more,  of  which  I  have  heard,  but 
till  I  see  ity  I  shall  not  redcon  upon  it  as  on  my  side. 

Mr.  Lort  told  me  of '  King  James's  Procession  to  St.  Paul's ;'  but 
they  ask  such  a  price  for  it»  and  I  care  so  little  for  James  I.,  that  I 
have  not  been  to  look  at  the  picture.* 

Tour  electioneering  will  probably  be  increased  immediately.  Old 
Mr.  Thomas  Townshend  is  at  the  point  of  death.'  The  Parliament 
will  probably  be  dissolved  before  another  session.  We  wanted 
nothing  but  drink  to  inflame  our  madness,  which  I  do  not  confine 
to  politics;  but  what  signifies  it  to  throw  out  general  censures? 
We  old  folks  are  apt  to  think  nobody  wise  but  ourselyes.  I  wish 
the  disgraces  of  these  last  two  or  tibree  years  did  not  justify  a 
little  seyerity  more  than  fiows  from  the  peeyishness  of  years. 
Yours  oyer. 


mo.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

ir<^  24, 17S0. 

You  will  haye  found  that  I  did  not  wait  for  your  replying,  for 
though  I  wish  to  hear  from  you  much  oftener  than  I  do,  yet  I  am 
neither  punctilious  nor  insist  on  your  writing  so  frequently  as  I,  who 
am  near  the  seat  of  news,  though  it  is  sure  that  I  diould  be  pleased 
with  whatever  you  would  send  me,  and  should  delight  in  your  con- 
versation on  any  subjects.  I  sent  you  a  present  by  the  waggon,  and 
a  long  letter,  so  this  will  be  very  short,  for  I  exhausted  myself. 

If  I  was  positive,  and  have  been  mistaken,  I  am  most  ready  to 
acknowledge  it  It  would  ill  become  me  to  be  obstinate,  when  I 
blame  others  for  being  too  positive.  I  think  I  could  show  what 
occasioned  my  being  disappointed,  but  that  would  look  too  like  not 
giving  up  my  bad  judgment  when  I  pretend  to  give  it  up,  and  I  had 
much  rather  abandon  my  own  mistakes,  than  not  accede  to  your 
opinion  whenever  I  can.  In  one  point  I  assuredly  cannot  conform — 
I  mean  to  your  wish  that  the  people  would  refrise  to  pay  taxes. 
Alas  I  what  would  be  the  consequence  P  Some  would  be  committed 
to  prison :  the  witless  mob  would  break  open  the  prisons,  and  some 

>  Thii  curious  pieinre  wm  bought  by  the  Sodetj  of  AntiqiuuriM  of  London  for  fifteen 
goineM,  And  is  engiBred  in  Nichols'  'Progresses,  kc,  of  James  L'— OunraiioHAii. 

*  The  Bight  Hon.  Thomas  Townshend,  son  of  Charles,  second  Viscount  Townshend, 
many  years  member  for  the  Unirenity  of  Cambridge.  He  died  a  few  days  after  the 
date  of  this  letter.— Waiaaf. 
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of  iheiii  would  be  ahot,  and  sonie  of  them,  for  {heir  ineendifliy 
leaden  would  desert  ihemt  would  be  hanged.  Oh  I  my  dear  Sir,  I 
can  neyer  approve  of  soenes  so  likely  to  produce  such  oonaequenees ! 
I  am  not  so  conYinoed  of  Hud  infiBdUbiliiy  of  my  principlea,  of  any 
modes  of  religion  or  goTemment^  as  to  risk  the  blood  of  a  single 
being.  Gould  I  establish  my  system,  whaterer  it  were,  should  I 
be  able  to  restore  the  lives  lost  in  pursuit  of  my  doctrines  P  Has 
Heaven  authorised  me  to  make  this  man  happy  at  the  expense  of 
another  man's  life  P  NOyno,norwillIever  let  you,  who  are  idl  virtue 
and  humanity,  be  less  tender  than  I  am,  who  am  not  a  quarter  so  good. 

As  to  this  country,  it  is  sunk  perhaps  never  to  rise  again ;  but 
that  is  a  theme  would  cany  me  into  a  volume.  All  may  be  reduced 
to  two  heads ;  the  nation  is  imeimbhf  and  though  we  have  parts  we 
have  no  wisdom.  Orators  we  have  I  believe  superior  to  flie  most 
boasted  of  antiquity,  but  we  have  no  politicians.  Can  either  tiie 
Court  or  the  Opposition  boast  of  a  single  man  who  is  fit  to  govern  a 
whole  country,  much  less  to  restore  one  P  The  nation  itself  is  of 
my  opinion:  to  whom  does  it  look,  up  or  downP  From  that 
essential  defect  everything  the  Ministers  attempt  miscarries ;  and 
the  Opposition  is  split  into  little  factions.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
Europe  itself  is  worn  out.  Has  one  great  geaaenl  or  admiral  ris^ 
out  of  this  extensive  warP 

The  story  of  Sir  W.  Chambers  is  odd.  He  is  certainly  in  Flanders, 
but  there  is  no  embezzlement ;  he  has  money  in  his  bankers'  hands, 
writes  to  his  fiimily,  and  sends  orders  to  his  workmen  at  Somerset 
House.  In  short,  it  is  a  mystery,  which  time,  which  eetablishes 
truth,  but  much  oftener  felsehood,  must  settle.    Adieu  I 


IMO.    TO  THl  BEY.  WILLIAM  XA80K. 

Sinwbtrry  ffm,Map  28, 17Sa 

Thbkb  has  been  such  an  unconmion  event  that  I  mnst  give  you 
an  account  of  it,  as  it  relates  to  the  Bepublic  of  poetry,  of  which  jon 
are  President,  and  to  the  Aristocracy  of  Noble  Authors,  to  whom  I 
am  Gentleman  iTsher.^  Lady  Craven's  Comedy,  called  *  The  Miniature 
Picture,'  which  she  acted  herself  with  a  genteel  set  at  her  own  house 
in  the  country,  has  been  played  at  Drury  Lane.  The  chief  singu- 
larity was  that  she  went  to  it  herself  the  second  night,  in  form ;  sat 

'  Oompsre  toL  L,  p.  Il,  and  fol.  iii.,  pw  27d. — CinninionAH. 
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in  ate  middle  cf  ihe  front  row  of  the  (rtagje-box,  muoh  drossed,  with 
a  profotfion  of  white  bugles  wd  plnmee  to  receive  the  p\^blic  homage 
due  to  her  aw  and  loTelinees.  Hie  Duohefis  of  Bichmond,  Lady 
BBX99Bxtf  Ituij  £!dgeQfimibe»  I/ady  Ayleebury,  Mn.  Darner,  Lord 
Chraveiif  General  Ooowjay,  Oolimel  O'Hara,  Mr.  LenoK  and  I  were 
with  her.  It  was  amawng  to  see  so  young  a  woman  entirely  possess 
herself;  but  these  is  suoh  an  integrity  and  fraalmess  in  her  oon- 
edousaess  of  her  own  bea«ty  and  talents,  that  she  speaks  of  them 
with  a  nmoeU  as  if  she  had  no  property  in  fhem,  but  only  wore  them 
AS  gi&s  of  the  Qods.  Jjori  Otwrnt  on  ibfi  eontrary,  was  quite 
Agitated  by  his  &ndness  for  her  and  wifli  impatieDce  at  the  bad 
performance  of  the  aotoBSy  which  was  wvetohed  indeed*  yet  the  address 
of  tiie  plot,  which  is  the  ohief  merit  of  the  piece,  and  some  lively 
penrilliiifr  canied  it  off  very  wdl«  though  FanooB  murdered  the 
Scotch  Lcnrd,  and  Mrs.  Robinson  (who  is  supposed  to  be  the  favourite 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales)  tiiought  on  nothing  but  her  own  charms  or 
him.  There  is  a  very  good  though  endless  Prologue  written  by 
Sheridan  and  jpoken  in  perfection  by  Eing,  which  was  encored  (an 
entire  no?«lty}  the  first  night ;  and  an  Epilogue  that  I  liked  stiU 
better,  and  which  was  fall  as  well  delivered  by  Mrs.  Abington, 
written  by  Mr.  JekylL 

The  audience,  though  very  <avil,  missed  a  &ir  opportunity  of 
|)eing  gallant;  for  in  one  of  those  — logues,  I  forget  which,  the 
noUe  authoress  was  mentioned,  and  they  did  not  a{^laud  as  they 
ought  to  have  done  exceedingly  when  she  condescended  to  avow 
her  pretty  child,  and  was  there  looking  so  very  pretty.  <  I  could 
nrt  lielp  thinking  to  myself  how  many  deaths  Lady  Haimurt  would 
have  suffisred  rather  than  encounter  such  an  ezhiiation ;  yet  Lady 
Oraven's  tranquillity  had  nothing  displeasing^-^it  was  only  the  ease 
that  conscious  pre-eminence  bestows  on  Sovereigns,  whether  their 
empire  eonsists  in  power  or  beauty.  It  was  the  ascmdant  of 
MiUamont  and  Lady  Betty  Modish  and  Ludamore;  and  it  was 
tempered  by  her  infinite  good  nature,  which  made  her  make  excuses 
for  tiie  actors  instead  of  being  provoked  at  them.  I  have  brought  hither 
her  portrait^  and  placed  it  in  the  favourite  Blue  Boom,  and  so  I  have 
jthe  delightful  picture  of  Oharles  II.  and  Bose  his  gardener,  but  have 
been  forced  to  remove  two  others  less  in  my  graces,  for  I  have  not 
AH  iuich  of  room  ^ow  n^Qccl^)i^d. 


1  Aa  oral  porinii  by  Roms^y ;  aI  the  Stnurberry  HiU  lale  in  1842,  it  sold  for 

3111.  11«. — OVHVIVOHAM. 

▼01*.    TZX.  B  B 
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Sir  Joshua  has  b^on  a  channing  picture  of  my  three  fair  nieces, 
the  Wald^raves,  and  veiy  like.  They  are  embroidering  and  winding 
silk ;'  I  raUier  wished  to  haye  them  drawn  like  flie  (Sraoes  adorning 
a  bust  of  the  Dubhess  as  the  Magna  Mater ;  but  my  ideas  aie  not 
adopted.  Howeyer,  I  still  intend  to  haye  the  Duchess  [of  Gloooesier] 
and  her  two  other  children  as  Latona,  for  myselfl 

There  has  been  a  bloody  scramble  in  the  West  Indies,  whi<A  the 
extraordinary  (Gazette  has  created  a  yiotory.  Some  of  Rodney's 
Captains  haye  behayed  ill ;  it  is  lucky  that  when  our  officers  do  not 
choose  to  fighty  the  French  should  choose  to  run  away.  Admind 
Barringtoui  when  ho  refused  the  conmiand  on  Hardy's  death,  asked 
where  our  fleet  was,  and  our  seamen  and  our  disciplme  ! 

Lord  Sandwich  is  resuscitating  Sir  Hugh  PalUser ;  he  toasted  him 
at  the  dinner  of  the  Trinity  House,  &a  Mr.  Courtney  refused  to 
drink  it    Palliser  has  since  been  at  Court 

I  shall  tell  you  a  bavMnai  of  Soame  Jenyns,  who,  by  {he  way,  has 
been  half  killed  at  the  nomination  of  Members  for  Qunbridgeshire, 
and  then  reserye  the  rest  of  my  paper  till  I  go  to  town.  Seeing 
some  members  pairing  off  in  the  Speaker's  Chamber,  he  said,  **  I 
think  there  are  no  happy  pairs  now  in  England,  but  those  who 
pair  here." 

Sir  W.  Chambers  has  reappeared,  and  been  at  the  Royal  Academy. 
His  absence  is  now  said  to  haye  been  an  equy>A  of  gallantry.  One 
would  think  you  or  I  cared  extremely  about  Sir  William  when  he 
makes  so  many  paragraphs  in  my  letters ;  but  I  hate  to  write  lies 
and  had  rather  be  tiresome  than  false. 

I  haye  been  in  town  for  the  birthday  of  the  little  Princess  of  our 
little  Court,  but  heard  no  news,  so  am  in  no  hurry  to  send  away  my 
letter.  The  Chancellor  [Thurlow]  has  been  dying,  and  thinks  himself 
that  he  shall  not  be  able  to  keep  the  Seals,  though  the  physioians  do 
not  despair  of  him.  I  was  told  that  the  conclusion  of  Rodney^s  letter 
had  these  words :  ''  It  was  the  most  melancholy  day  for  England  I 

>  ThU  Tery  ftiM  pietnre  if  liiU  fti  Btimwberiy  HilL  It  it  lucky  thrt  Sir  Jothvs  did 
not  adopt  Walpole'i  ide*»  or  we  shoald  have  had  something  as  etiffand  fonnal  aa  the 
Bleisington  pietore,  bj  the  nme  hand,  of  the  three  danghten  of  Sir  William 
Montgomery,  ae '  The  Oiaeea  deeorating  a  terminal  fignre  of  Hymen,'  now  in  the 
National  Gallery.  The  table  at  which  th^  aia  at  woik  la  alto  at  Strawbeny  Hill, 
and  in  the  pictore  is  painted  with  the  fidelity  of  a  PM-Baphaelite.  The  table,  how- 
erer,  wae  the  work  of  an  amistant  See  Letter  to  ICaaon,  10th  Feb.  178S.  '^Sir 
Joehoa  gets  aTaricious  in  hii  old  age,**  Walpole  remarked  to  Pinkerton.  "  My  picture 
of  the  young  ladies  Waldegrave  is  donbUess  rery  fine  and  gracefU,  bat  it  orit  me 
SOO  gnineas."     Wdlpoliatia,  p.  159.— CvmavenAM. 
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ever  saw."  That  was  a  bold  assertion,  niere  is  a  notion  that 
Admiral  Parker  and  his  division  Pallisered  Bodnqr,  but  IKaeat 
intra  Muros  et  es^ra. 

There  is  just  published  a  Dialogue  of  Bonsseau,  the  title  of  which  is 
'  Bonsseau  Juge  Jean  Jacques.'  There  are  fine  strokes  of  eloquence, 
you  may  be  certain,  and  much  address  in  the  management  of  the 
argument,  which  is  to  confute  the  charges  of  his  enemies ;  but  tiie 
groundwork  is  his  old  frenzy,  composed  of  Tanity  and  sospicions. 
He  asderts  fliat  there  is  a  universal  pbt  against  him,  composed  of 
the  philosophes,  clergy,  his  own  friends  and  everybody  else,  headed 
by  the  Fr^ich  Government,  and  supported  at  great  expense ;  and 
that  the  whole  world  is  sworn  to  keep  a  profound  secret  from  him  all 
that  is  said  against  him,  though  by  somebody's  perjury  he  knows  it 
all,  and  moreover  the  pbt  is  proved  by  one  of  the  Literlocutors  of 
the  Dialogue  allowing  it  to  be  true.  Lord  Harcourt  himself  allows 
it  is  a  very  odd  book  and  certainly  Rousseau's,  and  yet  I  think  is 
sorry  it  is. 

If  the  clergy,  vsA  phUoBophes^  and  French  Administration  can  all 
unite  in  any  one  point,  tiiere  is  a  little  more  art  in  France  than  in 
England. 

/HIM  2. 

I  have  this  minute  received  your  letter,  but  cannot  satisfy  your 
curiosity.  I  know,  nor  shall  know  more  of  Hodney's  story  or 
Mr.  Strutf  s  than  I,  and  consequently  you,  can  see  in  the  papers. 
I  have  done  with  London  for  this  season,  and  have  no  cor- 
respondent there,  and  shall  seldom  visit  it.  My  dajrs  are  drawing 
to  a  conclusion,  and  I  wish  to  pass  them  witii  as  little  pain  as  I  can 
and  with  as  Uttle  vexation,  consequentiy  politics  can  but  disturb 
them.  You  tell  me  that  of  two  extreme  evils,  one  must'  I  own 
that  is  not  my  opinion.  I  think  we  shall  dwindle  into  an  insig- 
nificant single  island,  and  in  which  stupidity  may  at  last  settle  into 
despotism ;  but  I  think  there  is  not  only  not  spirit,  but  not  sense 
enough  anywhere  to  bring  the  contest  to  an  immediate  decision ; 
and  since  we  have  neither  wisdom  nor  vurtne  left,  I  hope  notf  for  I 
am  convinced  that  only  the  few  good  men  amongst  us  would  be  the 
victims.  I  shall  go  to  Malvern  in  July  for  a  month  or  six  weeks^ 
and  visit  Nuneham  in  autumn  if  I  am  well  enough.    Adieu." 

*  A  word  if  haro  torn  oat  from  the  MS.,  with  %  broken  MtL — ^Mnfoin. 

*  fO  nOL  HO*.  BOftACn  WALTOUL 

A^Um,  ifay  81, 17S0. 
A  mooiAVD  tluuikt  for  the  ehuTnlng  Dmid  mag  whieh  I  reoeiTed  yeelardAy,  and 
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BmM^  allium^  Mt^U^Vnk 

At  last  I  kaye  got  from  Bontiii  my  altar-doors  iduch  I  bought  at 
Mr.  lyes's ;  he  has  repaired  them  admirably.  I  WonM  ztot  soffBT 
him  to  repaint  or  yamish  them.  Three  are  iiidtibitably  Ddn 
Humphrey  of  Glouoestery  Cardinal  Beaufort,  tmd  Ardfibishop  Kemp. 
The  fourth  I  oannot  make  out  It  is  a  man  in  a  orimson  garment 
lined  with  white,  and  not  tonsured.  He  is  in  the  stable  wifli  cattle^ 
and  has  Ihe  air  of  Joseph ;  but  over  his  head  hangs  a  large  shield 
with  these  arms  :••••■  The  Oomish  bhoughs  ate  eable  on  or; 
the  other  three  divisions  aire  gules,  on  ike  first  of  whidi  is  a  gold 
oresoeni 

The  seoond  arms  have  three  bulls'  heads  sable,  homed  or.  The 
chevron  was  so  changed  that  Bonus  thought  it  sable ;  but  I  think  it 
was  gules,  and  then  it  would  be  Bullen  or  Boleyn.  Lord  de  Ferrars 
says,  the  first  are  the  arms  of  Bii  Bartholomew  Tate,  who  he  finds 
married  a  Sanders.  Edmondson's  new  ^Dictionary  of  Heraldiy' 
confirms  both  arms  for  Tate  and  Sanders,  except  that  Sanders  bore 
the  chevron  ermine,  whidi  it  may  have  been.  But  what  I  wiA  to 
discover  is,  whe&er  Sir  Blurthololnew  Tate  was  a  b^ne&ctor  to 

tKd  tong  and  csoeUeni  leiUr  wUeli  mooompKoM  ii  1  h^wt  to  thank  joa  alto  for 
Imo^er  tetter  bj  the  poat^  in  whkh,  thoagk  yon  think  my  political  acbraie  tends  to 
Inhamani^,  I  lieartUj  foi)g^Td  yon ;  jti,  depend  vpon  it,  matten  are  now  growing  le 
near  a  eriaii,  that  (whatoTer  may  be  either  your  or  my  opiniona)  deapoiinn  or  a 
struggle  agaiiiat  it»  and  a  warm  one  too,  wiil  be  tobeezpeeted.  Tame  aabmianon  will 
indeed  ipAre  tueamt  Moodahed,  but  yon  can  make  the  inferenoe  withoni  mj 
aaaiatance. 

I  hare  neither  ae«a ' Koyal  Befleetioni,*  nor  Ganfck'a  'Life,'  nor  the  'Ode,*  Which, 
without  tdHng  ihe  fta  iuJtt,  yon  aaeribe  to  Soame  Jenyna.  Were  it  eertidnly  hk, 
Mriiapa  it  woi2d  be  W6|rth  a  lew  Btrietnrea.  I  ahaii  look  for  it  in  the  bookaeQeia' 
uiopa  at  York,  whiiher  I  am  immediately  going  in  my  way  into  the  North  Riding; 
where  I  dndl  inlike  a  fbw  virftB,  and  return  hither  the  begihning  of  July ;  bat  pny 
dontittne  yoor  directiona  hither,  aa  my  enraie  will  know  how  to  forward  aU  letteia  te 

Sie  by  the  Teiy  same  poet  that  bringa  them.  I  ahall  be  cnrions  to  know,  how  liord 
ohn  C^tendUh  rdtea  (m  Simti'a  Ull  for  inereaaing  parliamentary  qnalificatiolia. 
He  ought  On  hte  own  pritltiplea  to  rote  for  Xi,  and  yet  the  papcara  leli  me  it  ia  bro^t 
in  to  ditquaiify  Charlee  Foz,  BuHce,  kc,  from  litting  in  the  next  Parliaments  I  hope 
aoon  to  hare  an  intereatlng  letter  from  you  on  Bodney'a  diaobedient  captaina.  I  tmit 
they  are  all  Lord  Sandwidi'a  deareat  firlenda. 

AoeounU  tfdm  OtbrtdlltMi,  t6o,  I  think,  muat  eome  Mitat  (gbod  or  bad,  bad  or 
good);  ahulBe  the  worda  and  then  cat  them,  and  chooae  whieh  you  please  for  tnimpa. 
Adieu.  W.  Masom. 

'  Here  Mr.  Walpole  hftd  aketehed  in  a  rough  draught  of  the  aiUM.— WaiaUT. 
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Si  Edmoodsbiuy,  whence  these  doors  oame,  or  was  in  any  shape  a 
retainer  to  {he  Diike  of  Gloucester  or  Oardinal  Beaufort  llieDuke's 
and  Sir  Bartholomew's  figures  were  on  the  insides  of  the  doors 
(which  I  have  sawed  into  four  panels),  fuid  are  painted  in  a  far 
superior  style  to  the  Cardinal  and  the  Arohbii^opy  which  are  very 
hard  and  dry.  The  two  others  are  so  good  that  they  axe  in  the 
style  of  the  school  of  the  OaraodL  They  at  least  wcgre  painted  by 
some  Italian;  the  draperies  haye  large  and  bold  fi»ldsy  and  one 
wonders  how  they  could  be  executed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  YI.  I 
shall  be  rexy  glad  if  you  can  help  me  to  any  lights,  at  least  about 
Sir  Bartholomew.  I  intend  to  place  them  in  my  Chapel,  as  &ey 
will  aptly  accompany  the  shrine.  The  Duke's  and  Archbishop's  agree 
perfectty  with  their  portraits  ia  my  'Marriage  of  Henry  YI./  and 
prove  how  rightly  1  guessed.  The  Cardinal's  is  rather  a  longer  and 
thinner  visage,  but  that  he  might  have  in  the  latter  end  of  life ;  and 
in  the  ^  Marriage'  he  has  the  red  bonnet  on,  which  shortens  his  face. 
On  the  door  he  is  represented  in  the  character  he  ought  to  have 
possessed,  a  pious,  contrite  look,  not  the  truer  resemblance  which 
Shakspeare  drew — ^'He  dies,  and  makes  no  sign  1" — ^But  Annibal 
Garacci  himself  could  not  paint  like  our  Baphael  poet  1  Pray  don't 
venture  yourself  in  any  more  electioneering  riots :  you  see  the  mob 
do  not  respect  po^,  nor,  I  suppose,  antiquaries. 

P.S.  I  am  in  no  haste  for  an  answer  to  my  queries. 


1022.    TO  THB  COUKTBSS  OF  08S0BT. 

Bkau^m'y  Hitt,  June  1, 1780. 

I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  give  your  Ladyship  a  foifliful  account  of 
Lady  Warwick  and  her  sisters,  from  an  eye-witness  who  did  not 
know  it  would  be  transmitted  to  you.  Mi.  Oowslade  is  returned 
from  Warwick  Castle,  and  I  questioned  him  minutely.  He  thinks 
the  Countess  will  recover,  but  it  will  be  long  and  dow.  He  saw  her 
but  twice,  and  that  as  she  was  airing,  for  the  least  thing  disorders 
her  nerves.  Miss  Vernon  is  better,  and  he  thinks,  though  very 
delicate,  in  no  consumption.  He  commends  both  her  and  Miss 
Elissabeth  eztremdy,  and  says  he  never  saw  more  proper  modest 
behaviour,  and  that  both  are  very  reserved. 

This  is  all  I  really  have  to  say.  Madam.  Nay,  though  so  proud 
of  the  honour  ot  hmg  your  Ladyship's  gazetteer,  I  foifiifie  I  shall 
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be  obliged  to  resign  my  officei  for  a  reason  that  the  present  Ministers 
-will  think  a  very  bad  one— my  being  totally  unfit  for  my  plaoe.  It 
is  too  hard  on  a  poor  writer  of  an  Evening  Post,  to  be  forced  to 
labour  in  his  roca^on  only  in  summer.  Mr.  Bates  had  rather  lie 
than  speak  tnith;  and  for  fear  he  should  even  be  snspeetedof 
yeraoity,  he  has  chosen  the  Duke  of  Richmond  for  the  hero  of  his 
abuse — ^but  I,  who  have  no  invention,  and  confine  myself  to  matters 
of  jGeust,  cannot  relate  what  never  happened.  Oampaigns  are  out  of 
my  depth.  I  neither  understand  Lord  Amherst,  nor  what  he  ou^ 
to  understand — ^the  army.  I  do  not  know  a  first  rate  firom  a  tenth; 
nay,  nor  how  many  rates  there  are,  nor  how  small  a  lai^  ship  may 
be.  I  cannot  expound  a  Oazette  after  all  the  pains  in  the  world 
have  been  taken  to  make  it  unintelligible ;  and  as  our  whole  war 
consistB  in  confounding  the  trufli,  I  am  not  qualified  to  register 
King  Mars's  or  Earl  Neptane's  campaigns.  Since  poor  Lady 
Blandford's  death  I  shall  have  no  opportunity  of  meeting  Lady 
Ghreenwich  and  hearing  her  break  her  bulk  of  scandaL  There  is  not 
so  untittletattling  a  village  as  Twickenham'  in  the  island ;  and  if 
Mr.  Cambridge  did  not  gallop  the  roads  for  intellig^ice,  I  bdieve  the 
grass  would  grow  in  our  ears. 

I  have  some  other  employments  that  I  could  wish  to  resign  too; 
more  exalted,  though  not  so  fiattering;  but  having  no  salaries 
annexed  to  them,  I  should  gain  no  patriot  credit  by  giving  them  up. 
Nobody  ever  felt  the  slavery  of  Court  attendance  more  than  I  did  on 
Monday.  The  country  was  g^ushing  with  verdure  and  beauty,  the 
day  was  sultry,  and  Strawberry  as  cool  as  a  grotto— yet  I  was  forced 
to  go  to  town  to  a  birthday  and  a  ball  1 

Oh  I  'tis  the  twMtert  of  all  earthly  thinga 
To  Uto  with  Prinoea  and  to  talk  of  Kings  1 
Then  happy  maa  iHio  ahowa  the  tomba  I  aald  L* 

The  last  line  was  certainly  written  for  me,  who  love  Westminster 
Abbey  much  more  than  lev^  and  circles — and  no  treason,  I  hope 
— ^fond  enough  of  kings  as  soon  as  they  have  a  canopy  of  9tom 
over  them. 

On  Tuesday  I  was  asked  to  a  conversation-piece  at  Lady  der- 
months,  and  there  I  found  that  Thalestris,  the  Princess  Daskiou,  and 
her  son  and  daughter.    The  lad  is  a  tolerable  Pompey ;  the  daughter 

1  Sorely  the  Tillage  of  Pope  and  Walpole  waa  %  tittletaltling  TUlage  from  1717, 
when  Pope  went  to  redde  there,  till  1797»  when  Walpole  died. — CwirnioBAm 
*  Pope,  after  Dtmnit,    Walpole  waa  fond  of  thia  qnotfttion. — CvnmroBAM. 
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a  perfect  Tartar.  The  mother,  who  I  hoped  had  forgotten  me, 
xeooUeoted  our  haying  passed  an  erening  together  at  Northomher- 
land  House,  as  she  told  Lady  Clermont;  but  as  she  did  not  claim  me, 
I  shall  not  leave  my  name  at  her  lodgings  in  blood-bowl  alley. 

Your  Ireland,  I  find,  has  spoken  out,  though  professing  much 
decorum.  The  Qhanoellor  is  fer  firmness ;  as  if  trowna  would  pass 
more  current  in  Ireland  than  in  America.  The  heir-apparent  of  the 
Seals,  out  of  contradiction  both  to  the  Chancellor  and  to  lus  own  treat- 
ment of  Dr.  Franklin,  takes  the  side  of  acquiescence ;  and  probably 
will  prevail,  for  Lord  Thurlow  is  in  so  bad  a  way  that  if  he  lives  he  is 
not  likely  to  be  able  to  execute  his  office. 

Yesterday's  papers  say  the  Church  of  England  is  to  assemble  to- 
morrow in  Si  Gtoorge's  Fields,  and  to  follow  their  metropolitan.  Lord 
Gteorge  Gordon,  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to  demand  that  the 
defender  of  the  feith  should  be  forced  to  part  with  his  whore  of 
Babylon;  so  his  triple  crown  is  in  as  much  peril  as  his  other 
diadems !  but  your  Ladyship  can  read  the  papers  as  well  as  I, 
and  when  I  recur  to  them  you  must  yourself  be  weary  of 
Mercurius  Rusticus. 


1928.    TO  THB  COUNTESS  OF  OSSORT. 

Btrkdey  S^puure,  June  Z,  1780. 

I  KNOW  that  a  governor  or  a  gazetteer  ought  not  to  desert  their 
posts,  if  a  town  is  besieged,  or  a  town  is  full  of  news ;  and  therefore. 
Madam,  I  resume  my  office.  I  smile  to-day — ^but  I  trembled  last 
night ;  for  an  hour  or  more  I  never  felt  more  anxiety.  I  knew  the 
bravest  of  my  friends  were  barricaded  into  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  every  avenue  to  it  impossible.  Till  I  heard  the  Horse  and  Foot 
Ghiards  were  gone  to  their  rescue,  I  expected  nothing  but  some  dire 
misfortune ;  and  the  first  thing  I  heard  this  morning  was  that  part 
of  the  town  had  had  a  fortunate  escape  from  being  burnt  after  ten 
last  night.  You  must  not  expect  order,  Madam ;  I  must  recollect 
circimistances  as  they  occur;  and  the  best  idea  I  can  give  your 
LadjTship  of  the  tumult  will  be  to  relate  it  as  I  heard  ii 

I  had  come  to  town  in  the  morning  on  a  private  occasion,  and 
found  it  so  much  as  I  left  it,  that  though  I  saw  a  few  blue  cockades 
here  and  there,  I  only  took  them  for  new  recruits.  Nobody  came 
in ;  between  seven  and  eight  I  saw  a  hack  and  another  coach  arrive 
at  Lord  Shelbume's,  and  thenoe  concluded  that   Lord    Geoige 
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Gordon's  tnmqpei  liad  lirayed  to  no  pnrpoie.  At  e^t  I  wait  to 
Olouoester  Houso ;  the  Pmoliees  told  me,  there  had  been  a  lioi^  md 
that  Lord  Mansfield's  glasses  had  been  broken,  and  a  bishop's,  M^ 
that  most  of  the  popnlaee  were  dispersed.  About  nine  has  Boyal 
Highness  and  Colonel  Hejrwood  arrived ;  and  then  we  heard  a  mnch 
more  alarming  aooonni  The  oonoourse  had  been  incredible^  sad 
had  by  no  means  obeyed  the  injunctions  of  their  apostle,  or  richer 
had  interpreted  the  spirit  instead  of  the  letter.  The  I>iike  bid 
readied  tiie  House  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  and  found  it  sunk 
from  the  temple  of  dignity  to  sin  asylum  of  lamentable  objeeti. 
There  were  the  Lords  Hillsborough,  Stormont,  Townshead,  witbovt 
their  bags,  and  with  their  hair  dishevdled  about  their  ears,  and 
Lord  Willoughby  without  his  periwig,  and  Lofd  Mansfidd,  whose 
glasses  had  been  broken,  quivering  on  the  woolsack  like  an  aspeo. 
Lord  Ashbumham  had  been  torn  out  of  his  ohaiiot^  the  Bishop  of 
Lincoln  ill-treated,  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  had  lost  his  watdi 
in  the  holy  hurly-burly,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie  his  snuff-box  and 
spectacles.  Alarm  came  that  the  mob  had  thrown  down  Lord 
Boston,  and  were  trampling  him  to  death ;  whidi  they  ahnost  did. 
They  had  diswigged  Lord  Bathurst  on  his  answering  them  stoutly, 
and  told  him  he  was  the  pope,  and  an  old  woman ;  thus  splitting 
Pope  Joan  into  two.  Lord  Hillsborough,  on  being  taxed  with  negli- 
gence, affirmed  that  the  Cabinet  had  the  day  before  empowered 
Lord  North  to  take  precautions ;  but  two  Justices  fliat  were  called 
denied  having  received  any  orders.  Colonel  Heywood,  a  very  stout 
man,  and  luckily  a  very  cool  one,  told  me  he  had  thrice  been  coUaied 
as  he  went  by  the  Duke's  order  to  inquire  what  was  doing  in  the 
other  House ;  but  though  he  was  not  suffered  to  pass  he  reasoned 
the  mob  into  releasing  him, — ^yet,  he  said,  he  never  saw  so  serious 
an  appearance  and  such  detennined  countenances. 

About  eight  the  Lords  adjourned,  and  were  suffered  to  go  home ; 
though  the  rioters  declared  that  if  the  other  House  did  not  repeal  the 
Bill,  there  would  at  night  be  terrible  mischief  Mr.  Burke's  name  had 
been  given  outas  the  object  of  resentment  General  Conway  I  knew 
would  be  intrepid  and  not  give  way ;  nor  did  he,  but  inspired  the  other 
House  with  his  own  resolution.  Lord  Gteorge  GK>rdon  was  running 
backwards  and  forward,  from  the  windows  of  the  Speaker's  Chamber 
denouncing  all  that  spoke  against  him  to  the  mob  in  the  lobby.  Mr. 
Conway  tasked  him  severely  both  in  the  House  and  aside,  and 
Colonel  Murray  told  him  he  was  a  disgrace  to  his  family.  Still  the 
membeis  were  besieged  and  locked  up  for  four  hoursi  nor  oould 
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dividoy  as  the  lobby  was  crammed.  Mr.  Conway  and  Lord  Frederick 
Oayendishy  with  whom  I  sapped  afterwards,  told  me  there  was  a 
moment  when  they  thought  tiiey  must  have  opened  the  doors  and 
f oi^ht  theb  way  oat  sword  in  himd.  Lord  North  was  very  firm,  and 
at  last  they  got  the  Guards  and  deared  the  pass. 

Blue  banners  had  been  waved  from  tops  of  houses  at  Whitdiall  as 
signals  to  the  people,  while  the  coaches  passed,  whom  they  should 
applaud  or  abuse.  Sir  George  Savile's  and  Oharles  Turner's  coaches 
were  demolished.  EUis,  whom  they  took  for  a  Popish  gentleman, 
they  carried  prisoner  to  the  Gkiildhall  in  Westminster,  and  he 
escaped  by  a  ladder  out  of  a  window.  Lord  Mahon  harangued  the 
people  from  the  balcony  of  a  coffee-house  and  begged  them  to  retire; 
but  at  past  ten  a  new  scene  opened.  The  mob  forced  the  Sardinian 
Minister's  Chapel  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  and  gutted  it  He  saved 
nothing  but  two  chalices ;  lost  the  silver  lamps,  fta,  and  the  benches 
being  tossed  into  the  street,  were  food  for  a  bonfire,  with  the  blazing 
brands  of  which  they  srt  fire  to  the  inside  of  the  chapel,  nor,  till  the 
Guards  arrived,  would  suffer  the  engines  to  play.  My  cousin,  T. 
Walpole,  fetched  poor  Madam  Cordon,  who  was  ill,  and  guarded  her 
in  his  house  till  three  in  the  morning,  when  all  was  quiei 

Old  Haslang's  Chapel '  has  undergone  the  same  £Ette,  all  except  the 
ordeaL    They  found  stores  of  mass-books  and  run  tea. 

This  is  a  slight  and  hasty  sketch.  Madam.  On  Tuesday  the  House 
of  Commons  is  to  consider  the  Popish  laws.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that 
the  Bishops  not  daring  to  appear,  the  Winchester  Bill,  wUch  had 
passed  the  Commons,  was  thrown  out. 

No  saint  was  ever  more  diabolic  than  Lord  C^rge  Gordon. 
Eleven  wretches  are  in  prison  for  the  outrage  at  Cordon's,  and  will 
be  hanged  instead  of  their  arch-incendiary.  One  person  seized  is  a 
Bussian  officer,  who  had  the  impudence  to  daim  acquaintance  with 
the  Sardioian  Minister,  and  desired  to  be  released.  Cordon  replied, 
**  Out,  MoMteuTpje  wma  eotmaissoia,  maia  je  ne  vom  amnaiaplus"  I 
do  not  know  whether  he  is  an  associate  cKf  Thalestris,  who  seems  to 
have  snufikd  a  revolution  in  the  wind. 

I  hear  there  are  hopes  of  some  temperament  in  L^eland.  Some- 
body, I  foiget  who,  has  observed  that  the  English  Government  pre- 
tends not  to  quarter  soldiers  in  Lreland,  and  therefore  must  be  glad 
of  a  bill.  It  is  time  some  of  our  wounds  should  dose ;  or,  I  believe, 
I  shall  soon  have  too  much  employmi^t^  instead  of  wanting  materials 
for  letters. 

*  In  Golden  Square.    See  note  at  p.  881. — Cvwwuiquail 
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1984.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAM  MASOET. 

Stnutberrjf  HO,  £hmda^  migkl,  Jwme  i,  1781 

I  WENT  to  town  on  Friday  for  a  private  sapper,  to  iidiich  I  w» 

engaged.    There  I  found  your  letter,  finished  mine  and  put  it  into 

the  post,  and  went  out ;  and  it  was  past  eight  at  night  before  I 

heard  a  syllable  of  Hie  prodigious  tmnnlt  at  Westminster.     All 

yesterday  I  had  not  a  minute's  time  to  write  you  a  line,  so  you  will 

have  seen  all  the  particulars  in  the  common  papers.     Miraculously 

no  lives  were  lost,  nor  was  part  of  the  town  burnt,  as  it  was  near 

being,  for  the  mob  not  only  set  on  fire  the  Sardinian  Minister's 

Chapel,  but,  till  the  Ghiards  arrived,  would  not  sufiTer  the  engines  to 
play  on  it 

Nothing  ever  surpassed  the  abominable  behaviour  of  the  ruffian 
apostle  that  preached  up  this  storm.  I  always,  you  know  well, 
disliked  and  condemned  the  repeal  of  the  Popidi  statutes,  and 
am  stedfiast  in  that  opinion ;  but  I  abhor  such  Protestantism  as 
breathes  the  soul  of  Popery,  and  commences  a  reformation  by 
attempting  a  massacre.  The  firantic  incendiary  ran  backwards  aod 
forwards,  naming  names  for  slaughter  to  the  mob :  fortunatdy  his 
disciples  were  not  expert  at  assassination,  and  nobody  was  murdered 
for  the  Oospel's  sake.  So  blind  was  his  zeal,  and  so  ill  tutored  his 
outlaws,  that  though  the  petition  was  addressed  and  cazried  to  the 
House  of  Ck)mmons,  the  chief  fury  fell  on  the  Peere,  and  on  some 
of  the  most  inoffensive,  as  Lord  Willoughby  and  Lord  Boston,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  thrown  down  and  trampled  on,  and  had  a  most 
narrow  escape. 

The  demolition  of  two  Chapels  of  Foreign  Himsters,  which 
they  enjoy  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  did  enjoy  before  the  repeal, 
is  another  savage  outrage,  and  I  suppose  will  throw  the  King 
of  Sardinia  into  the  general  league  against  us.  One  may  hope,  I 
trust,  that  the  universal  detestation  which  the  (Gordon  has  drawn  on 
himself,  will  disarm  his  further  power  of  misdiief,  though  a  statute 
of  lunacy  ought  to  be  his  doom.  Ck)lonel  Murray,  undo  of  the 
Duke  of  Athol,  said  to  him  in  the  House  of  Commons,  '*  I  see  many 
ives  wQl  be  lost,  but,  by  Ood,  yours  shall  be  one  of  them!  *'  Some 
of  the  coolest  of  the  members  have  told  me  that  there  was  one 
moment  in  which  they  thought  they  should  be  forced  to  open  the 
doors  of  the  House  and  fight  their  way  out,  sword  in  hand,  as  their 
only  chance  of  safety. 
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The  wretch  had  marked  the  Duke  of  Riohmond  to  the  populace 
for  sacrifice,  and  they  called  for  him,  but  the  greater  part,  not 
knowing  on  what  view,  echoed  the  sound,  and  called  for  the  noble 
Duke  of  Richmond.  Lord  Mahon  oounteraoted  the  incendiary,  and 
chiefly  contributed  by  his  harangues  to  conjure  down  the  tempest 

What  steps  are  to  be  taken  I  do  not  know — ^what  preventiye 
measures  were  taken  are  to  be  summed  up  thus :  the  Cabinet  Council, 
on  Thursday,  authorised  Lord  North  to  prepare  the  ciyil  ofiBcers  to 
keep  the  peace,  and  he  forgot  it  till  two  o'clock  at  noon,  some  hours 
after  the  procession  had  hogan,  to  march. 

Well,  here  is  a  Religious  War  added  to  all  our  Ciyil  and  Foreign 
Wars,  enough  surely  to  gorge  Bellona  herself,  and  to  throw  open  the 
most  promising  fidd  to  France.  If  these  evils  could  be  enhanced, 
they  would  be  by  the  confusion  of  jarring  interests  and  opinions,  that 
cross  one  another  in  every  possible  direction.  The  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, who  you  and  I  lament  is  for  toleration  of  Popery,  will  please 
you  by  having  yesterday  offered  a  Bill  for  annual  Parliaments,  and  is 
gone  out  of  town  to-day,  disgusted  at  its  being  rejected.  Yet, 
though  I  differ  with  him  on  both  points,  I  worship  his  thousand 
virtues  beyond  any  man's :  he  is  intrepid  and  tender,  inflexible  and 
htmiane  beyond  example.  I  do  not  know  which  is  most  amiable, 
his  heart  or  his  conscience.  He  ought  too  to  be  the  great  model  to 
aU  our  £Eustions.  No  difference  in  sentiments  between  him  and  his 
friends  makes  the  slightest  impression  on  his  attachment  to  them ; 
but,  like  many  models,  he  will  not  be  imitated. 

I  recommend  his  example  a  little  to  you  yourself  my  good  Sir ; 
because  the  only  little  good  I  can  hope  to  do  while  I  remain 
here,  is  to  conciliate  my  friends,  whose  great  outlines  are  the  same, 
though  the  folds  of  their  garments  may  flow  in  different  styles.  You 
seem  too  much  estranged  from  Lord  John.  I  have  often  disagreed 
with  him,  but  alwajrs  honoured  his  integrity :  surely  that  is  the 
fountain  of  principles;  whatever  has  grown  on  his  margin,  the 
source  has  remained  limpid  and  undefiled. 

You  despise  my  weariness  and  palsied  chill  of  age,  but  I  take 
nothing  ill  of  a  friend.  I  stand  on  the  threshold  of  both  worlds, 
and  look  back  and  forwards  for  this  poor  country  with  fond  eyes, 
and  think  lliat  nothing  can  redeem  it,  even  in  part^  but  sober 
and  well-poised  virtue.  Violence,  unsupported  by  general  national 
union,  will,  like  Lord  Gordon's  freniy,  but  precipitate  destruction, 
and  in  its  progress  be  embued  with  every  act  of  injustice.  That 
hmatic,  whom  I  should  less  severely  condemn,  if  I  saw  nothing  in 
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him  but  lunacy,  is  honidly  black  in  my  eyaa,  fiir  yon  knov  it  t|  mj 

most  Qonscientions  opinion  that  no  man  has  m  ngbt  to  apose  uj 
life  but  his  own  on  any  disputable  tenet  in  religion  or  gorerBmoA, 
still  less  on  SQspici<His  oar  jeaknisieB.  But  I  irander,  ham  indignatiai 
against  him*  and  will  finish  last  I  dissert^  instead  of  a»«»»«g  you  vift 
news.  In  vain  I  try  to  steep  my  senses  in  ohUyioii,  and  to  lull  tb 
remaining  houYS.  I^ioh  shocks  as  lUda/s  agitato  aU  my  8eiisifax%. 
Jesus  I  if  the  Duke  of  Richmond  had  £edleii  a  mtim  to  a  Uial 
tumult^  in  which  half  the  saerificecs  itfwoUi  him  to  ttft  Fmiei, 
while  half  adored  him. 


imL    TO  811  HCnuCB  HAW. 

SUrawb^rry  HiO,  Xume  5, 1780. 

Not  a  syllable  yet  from  General  Clinton*  There  has  been  t 
battle  at  sea  in  the  West  Indies,  which  we  might  have  gained;  know 
we  did  not,  but  not  why :  and  all  this  is  foigotten  already  in  t 
fresher  event  Ihave  said  for  some  time  that  the  field  is  so  eztensiTti^ 
and  the  occurrences  so  numerous,  and  so  much  pains  are  tak^  to 
involye  them  in  falsehoods  and  mystery,  and  opinions  are  so  divide^ 
that  all  evidences  will  be  dead  before  a  single  part  ean  he  cleared 
up ;  but  I  have  not  time,  nor  you  patience,  for  my  refleetioos.  I 
must  hurry  to  the  history  of  the  day.  The  Jack  of  Xjoydon  of  th^ 
age.  Lord  George  Gordon,  gave  notice  to  the  House  of  Commons  la^ 
week,  that  he  would,  on  Friday,  bring  in  the  petition  of  the  Protestant 
Association ;  and  he  openly  declared  to  his  disciples,  that  he  would 
not  carry  it  unless  a  noble  army  of  tnartyrs,  not  fewer  than  forif 
thousand,  would  accompany  him.  Forty  thousand,  led  by  such  a 
iamb,  were  more  likely  to  prove  butchers  than  victims ;  and  ao^  i9 
good  truth,  they  were  very  near  being.  HavQ  you  faith  enough  in 
me  to  believe  that  the  sole  precaution  taken  was,  that  the  Cabinet 
Council  on  Thursday  empowered  the  First  Iiord  of  the  Treasury  tp 
give  proper  orders  to  the  civil  magistrates  tp  keep  the  peac^— tsnd 
his  Lordship  foi]^t  it  t 

Early  on  Friday  morning  the  conservatciqs  of  the  Church  of 
England  assembled  in  St  Qeorg^t  Fields  to  encounter  the  dragon, 
the  old  serpent,  and  marched  in  lines  of  six  and  6ix-<-abcut  Ihirtoeii 
thousand  only,  as  they  were  computed — with  a  petition  as  long  as 
the  procession,  which  the  apostle  himself  presented ;  but,  though  he 
had  given  out  most  Christian  injunctions  for  peaceable  behaviour,  he 
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did  everything  m  his  power  to  promote  a  mfisflaere.  He  demanded 
immediate  repeal  of  toleration,  told  Lord  North  he  eonld  hare  him 
torn  to  pieoeSi  and,  ranning  every  minate  to  the  door  or  windowsy 
bawied  to  the  pcqpulaoe  fliat  Lord  North  would  give  them  no  TodreBs, 
and  that  now  this  member,  now  that,  was  speaking  against  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Peers,  gmng  to  their  own  Ohamber,  and  as 
jret  net  oono^rned  in  the  petition,  were  assaulted ;  many  of  their 
glasses  were  broken,  and  many  of  their  persons  torn  out  of  the 
eanriagss.  Lord  Boston  was  thrown  down  and  almost  trampled  to 
death ;  and  tl»  two  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Master  of  the  Ordnance, 
and  Lord  WiUooghby  were  stripped  of  their  bags  or  wigs,  and  the 
three  first  oame  into  the  House  wiiL  their  hair  all  dishevelled.  The 
chariots  of  Sir  George  Savile  and  Charles  Tomer,  two  leading 
advocates  for  the  late  toleration,  though  in  Opposition,  were 
demolished ;  imd  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Burke  were  denounced 
to  the  mob  as  proper  objects  for  sacrifice.  Lord  Mahon  laboured  to 
pacify  the  tempest,  and  towards  eight  and  nine,  prevailed  on  so  many 
to  diqperse,  tiiat  the  Lords  rose  and  departed  in  quiet ;  but  every 
avenue  to  the  other  House  was  besieged  and  blockaded,  and  for  four 
hours  they  kept  their  doors  locked,  though  some  of  the  warmest 
members  proposed  to  sally  out,  sword  in  hand,  and  cut  their  way. 
Lord  NorOi  mi  that  House  behaved  witii  great  firmness,  and  would 
not  submit  to  give  any  other  satLsfaotion  to  the  rioters,  than  to 
consent  to  take  the  Popish  laws  into  consideration  on  the  following 
ToBsday ;  and,  caUing  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  empowered  them  to 
call  out  the  whole  force  of  the  country  to  quell  the  riot. 

The  magistrates  soon  brought  the  Horse  and  Foot  Guards,  and  the 
pious  ragamuffins  soon  fled;  so  Utile  enthusiasm  fortunately  had 
inspired  them ;  at  least  all  their  religion  consisted  in  outrage  and 
plunder;  for  the  Duke  of  Northtmiberland,  General  Grant,  Mr. 
ICaekinffiry  and  others,  had  their  pockets  picked  of  their  watches 
and  snuff-boxes.    Happily,  not  a  single  life  was  lost 

13iis  tumuU,  which  was  over  between  nine  and  ten  at  night,  had 
scarce  ceased  before  it  broke  out  in  two  other  quarters.  Old 
Hadang's '  Chapel  was  broken  open  and  plundered ;  and,  as  he  is  a 
Prince  of  Smugglers  as  well  as  Bavarian  MioiBter,  great  quantities 
of  ran  tea  and  contraband  goods  were  found  in  his  house.  This  one 
cannot  lament ;  and  still  less,  as  the  old  wretch  has  fi)r  these  forty 

^  CVrant  Htutlang,  Miniitar  from  the  Hector  of  BaTarU :  he  had  been  here  from  the 
y^u*  1710.— Walpolv.  He  died  in  Ifay,  1788,  at  the  age  of  eti^ty-three,  after  an 
cfOibassy  of  forty  four  years.— WaioBf. 
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yean  usurped  a  hired  house,  and,  though  the  proprietor  for  many 
years  has  offered  to  remit  his  arrears  of  rent,  he  will  neiflier  quit 
the  house  nor  pay  for  ii 

Monsieur  Oordon,  the  Sardinian  Minister,  suffered  still  more.  Uie 
mob  forced  his  ohape!,  stole  two  silver  lamps,  demolished  ererythiDg 
else,  threw  the  benches  into  the  street,  set  them  on  fire,  carried  flie 
brands  into  the  ohapel,  and  set  fire  to  that ;  and,  when  the  engines 
came,  wouldnot  suffer  them  to  play  till  the  Ghiards  arrived,  and  saved 
flie  house  and  probably  all  that  part  of  the  town*  Poor  Madainft 
Gordon  was  confined  by  illness.  My  cousin,  Thomas  Walpole,  who 
liyes  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  went  to  her  rescue,  and  dragged  her, 
for  she  conld  scarce  stand  with  terror  and  weakness,  to  his  own  house. 

I  doubt  this  narrative  will  not  re-approach  you  and  Mr.  Windham. 
I  have  received  yours  of  the  20th  of  last  month. 

You  will  be  indignant  that  such  a  mad  dog  as  Lord  G^rge  should 
not  be  knocked  on  the  head.  Colonel  Murray  did  tell  him  in  the 
House,  that,  if  any  lives  were  lost,  his  Lordship  should  join  fte 
number.  Nor  yet  is  he  so  lunatic  as  to  deserve  pity.  Besides  being 
very  debauched,  he  has  more  knavery  than  mission.  What  wiD  be 
decided  on  him,  I  do  not  know ;  every  man  that  heard  him  can 
convict  him  of  the  worst  kind  of  sedition :  but  it  is  dangerous  to 
constitute  a  rascal  a  martjrr.  I  trust  we  have  not  much  holy  fniy 
left ;  I  am  persuaded  that  there  was  tar  more  dissoluteness  tiban 
enthusiasm  in  the  mob:  yet  the  episode  is  very  disagreeable.  I 
came  firom  town  yesterday  to  avoid  the  birthday  [June  4].  We 
have  a  report  here  that  the  Papists  last  night  burnt  a  Presbyterian 
meeting-house,  but  I  credit  nothing  now  on  the  first  report  It  was 
said  to  be  intended  on  Saturday,  and  the  Guards  patrolled  the  streets 
at  night ;  but  it  is  very  likely  that  Saint  George  Gordon  spread  the 
insinuation  himself. 

My  letter  cannot  set  out  before  to-morrow;  therefore  I  will 
postpone  the  conclusion.  In  the  mean  time  I  must  scold  you  very 
seriously  for  the  cameo  you  have  sent  me  by  Mr.  Morrice.  This 
house  is  full  of  your  presents  and  of  my  blushes.  I  love  any  one  of 
them  as  an  earnest  of  your  fiiendship ;  but  I  hate  so  many.  You 
force  upon  me  an  air  most  contrary  to  my  disposition.  I  cannot 
thank  you  for  your  kindness ;  I  entreated  you  to  send  me  nothing 
more.  You  leave  meno  alternative  but  to  seem  interested  or 
ungratefuL  I  can  only  check  your  generosity  by  being  brutaL  If 
I  had  a  grain  of  power,  I  would  affiront  you  and  call  your  presents 
bribes.    I  never  gave  you  anything  but  a  ooffee-poi    If  I  could  buy 
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a  diamond  as  big  as  the  Caligalay  and  a  less  wonld  not  be  so  yalnable, 
would  send  it  you.  In  one  word,  I  will  not  accept  the  cameo, 
axdess  you  give  me  a  promise  mider  your  band  that  it  shall  be  the 
|»t  present  you  send  me.  I  cannot  stir  about  tb's  house  without 
your  gifts  staring  me  in  the  face.  Do  you  think  I  have  no  conscience  P 
I  am  soriy  Mr.  Morrice  is  no  better,  and  wonder  at  his  return. 
What  can  inyite  him  to  this  country  P    Home  never  was  so  homely* 

SO. 
It  is  not  true  that  a  meeting-house  has  been  burnt  I  beliere  a 
Popish  chapel  in  the  city  has  been  attacked :  and  they  talk  here  of 
some  disturbance  yesterday,  which  is  probable ;  for,  when  grace, 
robbery,  and  mischief  make  an  alliance,  they  do  not  like  to  give 
over : — ^but  ten  miles  from  the  spot  are  a  thousand  from  truth.  My 
letter  must  go  to  town  before  night,  or  would  be  too  late  for  the  post 
If  you  do  not  hear  from  me  again  immediately,  you  will  be  sure  that 
this  bourrasque  has  subsided. 

1  am  exceedingly  vexed.  I  sent  this  letter  to  Berkeley  Square  on 
Tuesday,  but  by  the  present  confdsions  my  servant  did  not  receive  it 
in  time.  I  came  myself  yesterday,  and  found  a  horrible  scene. 
Lord  Mansfield's  house  was  just  burnt  down,  and  at  night  there 
were  shocking  disorders.  London  and  Southwark  were  on  fire  in 
six  places ;  but  the  regular  troops  quelled  the  sedition  by  daybreak, 
and  everjrthing  now  is  quiet  A  camp  of  ten  thousand  men  is  formed 
in  Hyde  Park,  and  regiments  of  horse  and  foot  arrive  every  hour. 

Fridaif  mom,  M, 

All  has  been  quiet  to-night.  I  am  going  to  Strawberry  for  a  little 
rest  Your  nephew  told  me  last  night  that  he  sends  you  constant 
journals  just  now. 

1028.    TO  THB  OOUKTESS  Of  08S0BT. 

Bimu^m'y  HtO,  June  6, 17SC. 

You  will  think  me  amazingly  callous  to  politics.  Madam,  when 
you  see  my  date  is  from  the  country.  In  ^th  I  came  hither  on 
Bunday  to  avoid  the  birth-day;  and  stay,  because  Mr.  Hindley's 
house  is  again  to  be  sold  by  auction  in  half  an  hour ;  and,  if  one 
ever  is  to  have  a  tranquil  moment  again,  it  is  very  important  to 
know  who  is  to  be  my  TJcalegon,  and  live  at  next  door.  I  write  a 
few  lines,  because  I  have  this  instant  received  two  letters  at  once 
frt>m  your  Ladyship,  and  must  thank  you  for  the  old  protest  which 


hm  tontiMted  tte  hue  rf  a  MB.,  mA  to  traswer  «  t&w  isi  jmt 
qvMtixmB,  or  to  tdOi  ycm  ihat  I  am  not  qtu^ed  to  safcusify  tbem. 

I  knownomcHfe  of  Samt  GoOTge  CKMrdon,  but  fiiat  I  would  duuage 
liis  last  name  into  Cordoni  and  baptise  him  with  a  halter.  We  hsTe 
reports  here  of  seme  oontbmanoe  of  riots,  bnt  of  late  I  ^ledit  nothing 
tfll  after  two  or  tturee  rebounds.  All  I  gleaned  more  of  the  tomnlt 
on  Friday  iraSy  that  the  Arehbishop  of  York,  who  waa  aboye  stain, 
in  a  Oommittee,  hearing  of  Lord  Mansfield's  danger,  flew  down, 
rushed  through  the  crowd,  and  carried  off  his  fdLend  in  Abraham's 
bosQUL  The  Duke  of  Bichmond  told  me  this  with  great  approba- 
tion. A  Mr.  HxJroyd,  a  member,'  told  the  GK>rdQn  that  he  ought  to 
be  sent  to  Bedlamt  but  that  he  himself  would  not  quit  him  a  moment^ 
sat  by  hin^  followed  him  up  into  the  gaUery,  and,  in  short,  preyented 
his  farther  addresses  to  the  mob. 

You  ask  about  Mr.  Selwyn :  have  you  heard  his  incomparable 
reply  to  Lord  George  Gbrdon,  who  asked  him  if  he  would  choose 
him  again  for  Luggershall  P  He  replied,  **  His  oonstitaents  would 
nof  ''Oh,  jres;  if  you  would  recommend  me,  they  would  choose 
meif  I  came  from  the  coast  of  Afcica.^'  ''That  is  according  to  what 
part  of  the  coast  you  came  from :  ihey  would  certainly,  if  you  came 
from  the  Ghiinea  Coast''  Now,  Madam,  is  not  this  true  inspiraticm 
as  well  as  true  witP  Had  one  asked  him  in  which  of  &»  four 
quarters  of  the  world  Guinea  is  situated,  could  he  have  told  P 

I  knew  nothing  of  my  nephew  Cholmondeley's  lending  or  dis- 
missing his  incumbrances.  I  shall  rejoice  in  both.  I  do  not  allow 
that  there  was  anything  execrable  in  the  play  but  the  actors.  I  was 
charmed  with  both  prologue  and  epilogue,  and  with  the  deliyeiy  of 
both.  I  have  read  neither,  but  liked  the  latter  fiill  as  well  as  the 
former.    I  may  change  my  opinion  on  examining  them. 

Idobelieyethereis  some  truth  in  Miss  K.'s  story.  Iknownomcie 
of  the  haggle  between  Lady  J.  and  your  cousin  Duke,  nor  a  syllable 
of  her  daughter,  not  eren  who  the  baronet  is.  In  Sact,  I  do  not  look 
at  aH  after  the  nex^gaaecation  and  their  valentines,  except  my  own 
tribe,  and  rthey  are  so  numerous  and  there  have  beeuiso  many  e^n- 
tretempa  about  them,  that  I  abstract  my  attention  as  much  as  I  cao* 
and  leave  the  private  as  well  as  the  public  to  chance^  who  at  least 
has  some  decision^  which  I  see  in  nobody  else. 

We  had  an  exceedingly  pretty  fire-wodL  last  night  on  the  bank  of 
the  Thames,  at  that  most  beautiful  of  all  spots  that  was  Mr.  Giles'^ 
and  is  now  one  Pranco'19,  a  Jew,  who  gave  flie  entertainment  in 

'  AHenrtrds  Loid  Bbefleld,  tire  fHend  of  Oibboit— CuirinvGHAii. 
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honour  of  Qie  day.  I  earned  Lady  Browne  tliiiher ;  my  horses  were 
frightened  at  the  rockets,  and  we  stepped  oat  of  the  choiae  and  stood 
by  the  river  till  we  were  blighted  by  the  east  wind,  and  smothered  by 
the  smoke ;  for  oxajreehom  weather^  that  on  Monday  and  Friday  was 
as  hot  as  Lord  George,  is  now  as  cold  as  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

I  shall  go  to  town  to-morrow,  and  you  see.  Madam,  do  not  decline 
my  duty,  when  I  have  a  word  to  say;  but  not  having  a  grain 
of  penetration,  I  did  apprehend  my  summer  letters  would  be 
very  barren.  I  have  beenso  &r  wise,  that  I  never  would  embark  in 
anything  that  made  it  expedient  to  maintain  a  character,  which  is  a 
horrid  burthen  on  an  Englishman.  I  may  mistake  and  guess  wrong, 
and  change  my  mind,  or  talk  nonsense,  with  impuniiy.  I  shall  not 
be  thought  more  trifling  than  usuaL  And  is  not  it  some  comfort 
not  to  be  the  worse  for  wear  P 


1927.    TO  THS  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

W6dm£$daff^fi9e  o'doeb,  Jme  7, 1780. 

I  AM  heartily  glad  I  am  come  to  town,  though  never  was  a  less 
deliciouB  place ;  but  there  was  no  bearing  to  remain  philosophically 
in  the  country,  and  hear  the  thousand  rumours  of  every  hour,  and 
not  know  whether  one's  friends  and  relations  were  not  destroyed. 
Yesterday  Ifewgate  was  burnt,  and  other  houses,  and  Lord  Sandwich 
near  massacred*  At  Hyde  Park  Oor^  I  saw  Guards  at  the  Lord 
President's  door,*  and  in  Piccadilly  met  (George  [Selwyn]  and  the 
Signorina,  whom  I  wondered  he  ventured  there.  He  oame  into  my 
chaise  in  a  fiiry,  and  told  me  Lord  Mansfield's  house  is  in  ashes,  and 
that  five  thousand  men  were  marched  to  OaenWood — ^it  is  true,  and 
that  one  thousand  of  the  Ouards  are  gone  after  themu  A  camp  of  ten 
thousand  is  forming  in  Hyde  Park  as  fast  as  possible,  and  the  Berk- 
shire militia  is  just  arrived.  Wedderbum  and  Lord  Stormont  are 
threatened,  and  I  do  not  know  who.  The  Duchess  of  Beaufort  sent 
an  hour  ago  to  tell  me  Lord  Ashbumham  had  just  advertised  her 
that  he  is  threatened,  and  was  sending  away  his  poor  bedridden 
Countess  and  children ;  and  the  Duchess  begged  to  know  what  I 
proposed  to  do.  I  inmiediatdy  went  to  her,  and  quieted  her,  and 
assured  her  we  are  as  safe  as  we  can  be  anywhere,  and  as  littla 
obnoxious ;  but  if  she  was  alarmed,  I  advued  her  to  remove  to 

>  At  Apd^  0owe.*-Lond  B»t]iiirii  wm  Lord  Fnm4mi  oT  ths  OouflO.-^ 
CvinmiGBAii.  ^ 
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STotting  Hni,  where  Lady  Mary  [Coke]  is  absent  The  Doohefii 
said  the  mob  were  now  in  Saville  Bow;  we  sent  thither,  and  so  ihej 
are,  round  Colonel  Woodford's,  who  gave  the  Guards  orders  to  6n 
at  Lord  Mansfield's,  where  six  at  least  of  the  rioters  were  killed. 

The  mob  are  now  armed,  haying  seized  the  stores  in  the  ArtiDfiiy 
Ghroond. 

K  anything  can  surprise  your  Ladyship,  it  will  be  what  I  am  going 
to  tell  you.  Lord  George  Gt)rdon  went  to  Bnckinghani  House  this 
morning,  and  asked  an  audience  of  the  King.  Can  you  be  more 
surprised  stillP — ^He  was  refused. 

I  must  finish,  for  I  am  going  aboutthe  town  to  learn,  and  see^  and 
hear.    Caen  Wood  is  saved ;  a  regiment  on  march  met  the  rioters. 

It  will  probably  be  a  black  night :  I  am  decking  myself  with  blue 
ribbons  like  a  May-day  garland.  Horsemen  are  riding  by  with 
muskets.  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  bring  the  armour  of  Francis  I.  to 
town,  as  I  am  to  guard  a  Duchess  Dowager  and  an  heiress.  Will 
it  not  be  romantically  generous  if  I  yield  the  latter  to  my  nephew  ? 

From  my  garrison  in  Berkeley  Square. 

P.S.  The  pious  insurgents  will  soon  have  amiHtary  cheet  They 
took  forty-five  guineas  from  Charles  Turner  yesterday. 


1928.    TO  THI  OOITKTBSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Wedneidaif  might,  pad  Uoo  in  (Ae  mommg,  Jwne  7, 1780L 

As  it  is  impossible  to  go  to  bed  (for  Lady  Betty  Oompton  has 
hoped  I  would  not  this  very  minute,  which,  next  to  her  asking  the 
contrary,  is  the  thing  not  to  be  refased),  I  cannot  be  better  employed 
than  in  proving  how  much  I  think  of  your  Ladyship  at  the  most 
horrible  moment  I  ever  saw.    You  shall  judge. 

I  was  at  Gloucester  House  between  nine  and  ten.  The  servants 
announced  a  great  fire ;  the  Duchess,  her  daughters,  and  I  went  to 
the  top  of  the  house,  and  beheld  not  only  one  but  two  vast  fiiee» 
which  we  took  for  the  King's  Bench  and  Lambeth;  but  the  latter 
was  the  New  Prison,  and  the  former  at  least  was  burning  at 
midnight  Colonel  Heywood  came  in  and  acquainted  his  Royal 
Highness  that  nine  houses  in  Ghreat  Queen-street  had  been  gutted, 
and  the  furniture  burnt ;  and  he  had  seen  a  great  Catholic  distiller's 
at  H(4bom  Bridge  broken  open  and  all  the  casks  staved ;  and  sinoe^ 
the  house  has  been  set  on  fire 
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At  ten  I  went  to  Lord  Hertford's,  and  found  him  and  his  8009^ 
ohaiging  mnakeiB.  Lord  Bockingbam  has  two  hundred  soldiers  in 
his  honse,  and  is  determined  to  defend  it  Thenoe  I  went  to  Gtoneral 
Conway'Sy  and  in  a  moment  a  servant  came  in  and  said  there  was  a 
great  &re  jnst  by.  We  went  to  the  street-door  and  thought  it  was 
St  Martin's-lane  in  flames^  but  it  is  either  the  Fleet  Prison  or  the 
distiller's.  I  fingot  that  in  the  court  of  Olouoester  House  I  met 
Colonel  JenningSy  who  told  me  there  had  been  an  engagement  at 
the  Royal  Exchange  to  defend  the  Bank,  and  that  the  Guards  had 
shot  sixty  of  the  mob ;  I  haye  since  heard  seyenty,  for  I  forgot  to 
tell  your  Ladyshq^  that  at  a  greai  councily  held  this  eyeniug  at  the 
Queen's  House,  at  which  Lord  Boddngham  and  the  Duke  of 
Portland  were  present^  military  execution  was  ordered,  ioat,  in  truth, 
the  Justices  dare  not  act 

After  supper  I  returned  to  Lady  Hertford,  finding  Charing  Cross, 
and  the  EDeiymarket,  and  Piccadilly,  illuminated  from  fear,  though 
all  this  end  of  the  town  is  hitherto  perfectly  quiet,  lioes  being  drawn 
cross  the  Strand  and  Holbom,  to  preyent  tiie  mob  coming  westward. 
Henry  and  William  Conway  arriyed,  and  had  seen  the  populace 
break  open  the  toll-houses  on  Blackfriars-bridge,  and  carry  off 
bushels  of  hali^pence,  which  fell  about  the  streets,  and  then  they  set 
fire  to  the  toll-houses.  General  Conway's  porter  has  seen  fiye 
distinct  confiagrations. 

Lady  Hertford's  cook  came  in,  white  as  this  paper.  He  %»  a 
Oerman  ProiesUmt.  He  said  his  house  had  been  attacked,  his 
fiimiture  burnt ;  that  he  had  sayed  one  child,  and  left  another  with 
his  wife,  whom  he  could  not  get  out ;  and  that  not  aboye  ten  or 
twelye  persons  had  assaulted  his  house.  I  could  not  credit  tins,  at 
least  was  sure  it  was  an  episode  that  had  no  connection  with  the 
general  insurrection,  and  was  at  most  some  pique  of  his  neighbours. 
I  sent  my  own  footman  to  the  spot  in  Woodstock-street ;  he  brought 
me  word  there  had  been  eight  or  ten  apprentices  who  made  the  riot, 
that  two  Life  Guardsmen  had  arriyed  and  secured  four  of  the  enemies. 
It  seems  the  cook  had  refused  to  illuminate  like  the  rest  of  the  street 
To-morrow  I  suppose  his  Majesty  King  Gtoorge  Gordon  will  order 
their  release ;  they  will  be  infiated  with  haying  been  confessors,  and 
fenm  heroes. 

On  coming  home  I  yisited  the  Duchess  Dowager  and  my  &ir 
ward ;  and  am  heartily  tired  with  so  many  expeditions,  for  which 
I  little  imagined  I  had  youth  enough  left. 

We  expect  three  or  four  more  regiments  to-morrow,  besides  8oma 
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troops  of  hone  and  miliiia  already  amved.  We  are  menaoed  wiili 
coonter-sqaadrons  from  the  oounby.  There  willy  I  fear,  be  miuh 
blood  sjnlt  before  peace  is  restored.  The  Gbrdoii  hu  alrea^ 
surpassed  Masaniello,  idio  I  do  not  remember  set  his  own  capital  oo 
fire.  Yet  I  assure  your  Ladyship  there  is  no  panic.  Lady  Ayles- 
bnry  has  been  at  the  play  in  the  Haymarket,  and  the  Duke  and  my 
lour  nieoes  at  Banelagh,  ihis  evening.  For  my  part»  I  think  tibe 
eommon  diversions  of  these  last  fonr-and-twenty  hours  are  anfBeient 
to  content  any  moderate  appetite ;  and  as  it  is  now  three  in  the 
morning,  I  shall  wish  yon  good  night,  and  try  to  get  a  litlie  sleep 
myself  if  Lord  G^rge  Macbeth  has  not  mnrdered  it  alL  I  own  I 
shall  not  soon  forget  the  sight  I  saw  from  the  top  of  Oloncester 
House  I 

I  do  not  knowwhether  to  call  the  horrors  of  the  night  greater  or 
less  than  I  thought  My  printer,  who  has  been  out  all  night,  and 
on  the  spots  of  action,  says,  not  above  a  dozen  were  killed  at  the 
Royal  Exchange,  some  few  elsewhere ;  at  the  King's  Bench,  he  does 
not  know  how  many;  but  in  other  respects  the  calamities  aie 
dreadfuL  He  saw  many  houses  set  on  fire,  women  and  childrea 
screaming,  running  out  of  doors  with  what  they  could  save,  and 
knocking  one  another  down  with  their  loads  in  the  conlbsioa. 
Barnard's  Lin  is  burnt,  and  some  houses,  mistaken  for  Oathdio. 
Kirgate  says  most  of  the  rioters  are  apprentices,  and  plunder  and 
drink  have  been  their  chief  objects,  and  both  women  and  moi  are 
stiU  lying  dead  drunk  about  the  streets:  brandy  is  preferable  to 
enthusiasm.  I  trust  many  more  troops  will  arrive  to-day.  What 
femilies  ruined  I  What  wretched  wives  and  mothers!  What 
public  disgrace  I — ^ay  I  and  where,  and  when,  and  how  will  all  this 
confusion  end  I  and  what  shall  we  be  when  it  is  concluded  P  I 
remember  the  Excise  and  the  Qin  Act,  and  the  rebels  at  Derby,  and 
Wilkes's  interlude,  and  the  French  at  Plymouth ;  or  I  should  have 
a  very  bad  memory ;  but  I  never  till  lart  night  saw  London  and 
Southwark  in  flames  I 

It  is  a  moment,  Madam,  when  to  be  surprised  tf  not  amprising. 
But  what  will  you  say  to  the  House  of  Commons  meeting  by  twelve 
o'clock  to-day,  and  adjouming  ere  fifty  menibera  were  arrrved,  to 
Monday  se'nnight  I   So  adieu  all  government  but  the  sword  I 

Will  your  Ladyship  give  ue  credit  when  I  heap  contradiotiooa  on 
absurdities    will  you  believe  such  confusion  and  oalamitieSi  and  yet 
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think  there  is  no  oonstemationP  Well|  only  hear.  My  nieoe, 
Mrs.  Keppely  with  her  three  danghtersi  droye  since  noon  over 
Westminster-bridge,  through  St  George's  Fields,  where  the  King's 
Bench  is  smoking,  over  London-bridge,  passed  the  Bank,  and  came 
the  whole  length  of  the  Giiy  I  They  have  been  here,  and  say  the 
people  look  very  unquiet;  but  can  one  imagine  that  they  would 
be  smiling  f  Old  Lady  Albemarle,  who  followed  me  in  few  minutes 
from  Gloucester  House,  was  robbed  at  Mrs.  Eeppel's  door  in  Pall 
Mall,  between  ten  and  eleven,  by  a  horseman.  Sparrow,  one  of  the 
deliTered  convicts,  who  was  to  have  been  hanged  this  morning,  is 
said  to  have  been  shot  yesterday  as  he  was  spiriting  up  the  rioters. 
Kirgate  has  just  heard  in  the  Park,  that  the  Protestant  Association 
disavow  the  seditious,  and  will  take  up  arms  against  them.  If  we 
are  saved,  it  will  be  so  as  by  fire. 

I  shall  return  to  my  own  castle  to-morrow :  I  had  not  above  four 
hours'  sleep  last  nighl^  and  must  get  some  resi  Oeneral  Conway  is 
enraged  at  the  adjournment,  and  will  go  away  too.  Many  coaches 
and  chaises  did  leave  London  yesterday.  My  intelligence  will  not 
be  so  good  nor  so  immediate ;  but  you  wiU  not  want  correspondents. 
Disturbances  are  threatened  again  for  to-night ;  and  some  probably 
will  happen^  bat  there  are  more  troops  and  less  alacriiy  in  the 
outlaws. 
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Berideif  Sjuan,  Jum  9,  ai  fwm,  1780. 

Aix  has  been  quiet  to-night  as  fiur  as  we  know  in  this  region ;  but 
not  without  Uood  being  s^t  yesterday.  The  rioters  attacked  the 
Horse-Ghiaids  about  six  in  Fleet  Street,  and,  not  giving  them  time  to 
load,  weie  repelled  by  the  bayonet  Twenty  fell,  thirty-five  were 
wounded  and  sent  to  flie  hospital,  where  two  died  directly.  Three  of 
the  Ghiaxds  were  wounded,  and  a  yoxmg  officer  named  Maijoribank. 
Mr.  Conway's  footman  told  me  he  was  on  a  message  at  Lord 
Amhersf  s  when  the  Quards  returned,  and  that  their  bayonets  were 
steeped  in  blood. 

I  heard,  too,  at  my  neighbour  Bndbess's,  whither  I  went  at  one  in 
the  morning,  that  tiie  Protestant  Associators,  disguised  with  blue  ^ 
cockades  as  Mends,  had  jEallen  on  the  rioters  in  Si  George's  Fields, 
and  killed  many.    I  do  not  warrant  the  truth,  but  I  did  hear  often 
in  the  evening  that  there  had  been  slaughter  in  the  Borough,  where 
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a  great  publio-house  had  been  destroyed^  and  a  house  at  Bedriflb, 
and  another  at  Islington.  Zeal  has  entirely  thrown  off  the  mask  and 
owned  its  name — ^plunder.  Its  ofbpring  have  extorted  money  from 
several  houses  with  threats  of  firing  them  as  Catholic  Apprentices 
and  Irish  chairmen,  and  all  kinds  of  outlaws,  haye  been  the  most 
active.  Some  hundreds  are  actoally  dead  about  the  streets,  with  the 
spirits  they  plundered  at  the  distiller's ;  the  low  women  knelt  and 
sucked  them  as  they  ran  from  the  staved  casks. 

It  was  reported  last  night  that  the  primate,  George  (Gordon,  is  fled 
to  Scotland :  for  aught  I  know  he  may  not  be  so  £Eur  off  as  Ghrosvenor- 
place.  All  is  rumour  and  exaggeration ;  and  yet  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  exaggerate  the  horrors  of  Wednesday  nig^t ;  a  town  taken 
by  storm  could  alone  exceed  them. 

I  am  going  to  Strawberry  this  instant,  exhausted  with  &tigiie,  for 
I  have  certainly  been  on  my  feet  longer  these  last  eight-ond-fbrty 
hours  than  in  forty  days  before.  I  forgot  to  tell  your  Ladyship  that 
as  I  came  to  town  I  saw  in  chalk  on  a  hack  at  Hammersmith, 
*'  Ood  blast  the  Pcpe/' — ^now  the  soldiers  tear  away  blue  cockades — 
and,  when  I  return  next,  I  expect  to  read  on  the  walls,  ^*  D$par  h 
Bdf  Regiment  de  Fieardie.** 

Adieu  I  Madam;  allow  my  pen  a  few  holidays,  unlees  the  storm 
recommences. 


.  1980.    TO  THB  BSY.  WILUAM  ICASOK. 

Sirawbeny  Hill,  Jtmt  9,  tA  nigki,  1780. 

I HAVB  not  had  a  moment's  time,  or  one  calm  enouj^,  to  write  you 
a  single  line,  and  now  am  not  only  fatigued,  but  know  not  where  to 
begin,  or  how  to  arrange  the  thousand  things  I  have  in  my  mind. 
If  I  am  incoherent,  you  must  excuse  it,  and  accept  whatever  presents 

itself. 

I  could  not  bear  to  sit  here  in  shameM  selfish  philosophy,  and 
hear  the  million  of  reports,  and  know  almost  all  I  loved  in  danger, 
without  sharing  it  I  went  to  town  on  Wednesday,  and  though  the 
night  was  the  most  horrible  I  ever  beheld,  I  would  not  take  millions 
not  to  have  been  present ;  and  should  I  have  seen  the  conflagration 
as  I  must  from  these  windows,  I  should  have  been  distracted  for  my 
friends. 

At  nine  at  night,  on  notice  of  fire,  I  went  with  the  Duchess 
and  her  daughters  to  ttie  top  of  Gloucester  House,  and  thence  beheld 
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the  King's  Bench,  which  was  a  litfle  town,  and  at  a  distanoe  the 
New  Prison  in  flames.  At  past  ten  I  went  to  General  Conway's :  in 
a  moment  we  were  alarmed  by  the  servants,  and  rushing  to.  the 
street-door  saw  through  litde  Warwick-street  such  an  nniyersal 
bkze,  that  I  had  no  doubt  the  Mews,  at  least  Si  Martin's-lane,  was 
on  fire.  Mr.  Conwayran,  and  I  limped  after  him,  to  Gharing  Gross^ 
but,  though  seemin^y  dose,  it  was  no  nearer  than  the  Fleet  Market 

At  past  twelve  I  went  up  to  Lord  Hertford's :  two  of  his  som 
came  in  from  the  Bridge  at  Blackfriars,  where  they  had  seen  the 
toll-houses  plundered  and  burnt  Instantly  arrived  their  cook,  a 
German  Protestant,  with  achild  in  his  arms,  and  all  wecould  gather 
was  that  the  mob  was  in  possession  of  his  house,  had  burnt  his 
furniture,  and  had  obliged  him  to  abandon  his  wife  and  another 
child.  I  sent  my  own  footman,  for  it  was  only  in  Woodstock-street, 
and  he  soon  returned  and  said  it  had  been  only  some  apprentices 
who  supposed  him  a  Papist  on  his  not  illuminating  his  house,  and 
that  three  of  fliem  and  an  Irish  Catholic  Chairman  had  been 
secored,  but  the  poor  man  has  lost  his  all !  I  drove  from  one  place 
to  another  till  two,  but  did  not  go  to  bed  till  between  three  and  four, 
and  ere  asleep  heard  a  troop  of  horse  gallop  by.  My  printer,  whom 
Ihad  sent  out  for  intelligence,  came  not  home  till  past  nine  the  next 
morning :  I  feared  he  was  killed,  but  then  I  heard  of  such  a  scene. 
He  had  beheld  three  sides  of  the  Fleet  Market  in  flames,  Barnard's 
Inn  at  one  end,  the  prison  on  one  side  and  the  distiller's  on  the 
other,  besides  Fetter  and  Shoe  Lanes,  with  such  horrors  of  distraction, 
distress,  &c.,  as  are  not  to  be  described ;  besides  accounts  of  slaughter 
near  the  BanL  The  engines  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  a  dozen  or 
fourteen  different  parts  were  burning.  It  is  incredible  that  so  few 
houses  and  buildings  in  comparison  are  in  ashes.  The  papeiis 
must  tell  you  other  details,  and  of  what  preceded  the  total  demolition 
of  Lord  Mansfield's,  &c. 

Yesterday  was  some  slaughter  in  Fleet-street  by  the  Horse-Guards, 
and  more  in  St  Gteorge's  Fields  by  the  Protestant  Association,  who 
fell  on  the  rioters,  who  appear  to  have  been  chiefly  apprentices, 
convicts,  and  all  kinds  of  desperadoes ;  fer  Popery  is  alr^y  out  of 
the  question,  and  plunder  all  the  object  They  have  exacted  sums 
from  many  houses  to  avoid  being  burnt  as  PopisL  The  ringleader 
Lord  George  is  fled.  The  Bank,  the  destmdion  of  all  prisons  and 
of  the  Inns  of  Court,  were  the  principal  aims. 

The  Magistrates,  intimidated  by  demolition  of  Fielding's  and 
Justice  Hyde's  houses,  did  not  dare  to  act    A  general  Council  was 


MS  HOSAOl  WAUfOhn  L1TTKR&  [1780. 

Bamnumed  at  Buddngham  Houses  at  which  the  twelve  Judges 
attended.  It  was  determined  not  to  shut  up  the  CoutIb  but  to  order 
military  ezeontion.  Both  Houses  are  adjourned  to  Monday  serennight^ 
which  hurt  General  Conway  so  much,  who  intended  yesterday  to 
move  for  the  repeal  of  the  Toleration,  and  found  the  House  adjourned 
before  he  could  get  to  it»  though  early,  that  he  is  gone  out  of  town« 

The  night  passed  quietly,  and  by  this  evening  there  will  be 
eighteen  thousand  men  in  and  round  the  town.  As  yet  there  are 
more  persons  killed  by  drinking  than  by  ball  or  baycmet  At  the 
great  Popish  distiller's  they  swallowed  spirits  of  all  kindi,  and 
Eirgate  saw  men  and  women  lying  dead  in  the  strsets  under  bamfWs 
as  he  came  home  yesterday* 

We  have  now,  superabundantly,  to  fear  robbery :  800  desperate 
villains  were  released  from  TSemgaia.  Lady  Albonarle  was  robbed 
at  Mrs.  Kelt's  door  in  Pall  Mall  at  twelve  at  nigpht  Baion 
D'Aguilar's  coach  was  shot  at  here  last  night,  dose  to  the  Grown. 

I  have  so  much  exerted  my  no  strength,  and  had  so  litde  sleep 
these  two  nights,  that  I  came  hither  to-day  for  some  rest  It  will 
be  but  grim  npoie.  It  is  said  that  this  insurrection  was  expected  in 
France  a  month  ago.  Just  as  I  came  away  Mr.  Griffith  told  me  the 
French  were  embarking.  In  short,  what  may  not  be  expected  P 
Then  one  turns  from  what  is  to  come,  to  hel|dess  misery,  that  will 
soon  be  forgotten  but  by  the  sufferers ;  whole  fEunilies  mined,  wires 
that  tried  to  drag  their  husbands  out  of  the  mobs  and  have  found 
them  breathless,  the  tenors  of  the  Catholics,  indeed  of  all  foreigneri, 
but  one.  That  Scythian  heroine,  the  Princess  Daddou,  is  here ;  her 
natural  brother  Bantzau  was  taken  in  Monsieur  Cordon's  Chapd, 
and  was  reclaimed  by  Simonin,  and  released.  Bhe  herself  on 
Wednesday,  I  know,  sent  Lord  Ashbumham  word  that  his  house  was 
marked  for  destruction.  Meroiful  tigress  I  it  is  proof  he  is  not  an 
Emperor. 

My  bosom,I  think,  does  not  want  humanity,  yet  I  cannot  fed  pity 
for  Lord  Mansfidd.  I  did  feel  joy  for  the  four  convicts  who  were 
released  from  Newgate  within  tweniy-four  hours  of  their  execution ; 
but  ought  not  a  man  to  be  taught  sensibiliiy,  who  droye  us  cross  the 
Bubicon  ?  I  would  not  hurt  a  hair  of  his  head :  but  if  I  sigh  for 
the  afflicted  innocent,  can  I  blend  him  with  them  ? 

You  will  call  me  fool  in  your  own  mind,  and  tell  yourself  that  a 
week  ago  I  announced  that  national  lethargy  would  doase  into 
despotisuL  I  have  long  known  how  short-sighted  my  p^etration  is. 
I  allow  all  you  csm.  think  of  my  littieness  of  mind.    Howeyer,  I 
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woxdd  not  change  a  mean  nnderstanding  or  a  want  of  spirit  for  any 
thing  I  hold  to  be  wrong,  nor  think,  I  b^  you,  that  by  that 
assertion  I  pretend  to  any  goodness.  I  am  often  guilty,  but  it  is  not 
with  tranquillity,  nor  from  my  soul  being  steeled  against  remorse. 
Still  less  do  I  condemn  others  who  act  what  they  think  right,  or 
doubt  the  soundness  of  the  principles  of  my  friends.  On  the  contrary, 
I  honour  those  who  have  more  firmness  than  myself;  yet  in  the  most 
quiet  times  my  opinion  was  exactly  what  it  is  now.  Many  years  ago 
I  shocked  Mrs.  Macaulay  by  telling  her,  that  had  I  been  Luther  and 
oould  have  foreseen  the  woes  I  should  occasion,  I  should  have  asked 
myself,  whether  I  was  authorised  to  cause  the  deaths  of  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  persons,  that  friture  millions  might  be  advantaged. 
The  Spartan  Matron  despised  my  scruples. 

Well  I  confusion  is  trumps !  One  only  thing  I  anxiously  b^,  do 
not  think  ill  of  your  friends ;  I  don't  mean  myself — ^I  am  of  no 
consequence,  but  be  assured  that  you  will  love  even  Lord  Rockingham 
when  I  can  tell  you  something  that  I  cannot  write.  If  I  live  to  see 
you  again, — ^but  i&  are  the  subterfriges  of  those  that  cannot  support 
present  unhappiness ;  whoever  can  descry  connection  between  this 
instant  and  anjrthing  that  is  to  come,  is  the  maximus  of  all  ApoUos. 
Adieu! 

Qa/burdoff  morning, 

I  have  this  moment  received  two  letters  from  town  to  tell  me  that 
Lord  QeoTge  GbrdoU  was  overtaken  in  his  flight  to  Scotland,  and  was 
just  brought  prisoner  to  the  Horse-Ghiards.  This  is  all  I  know  yet, 
except  that  some  say  he  was  seized  in  the  Park,  and  was  not  fled. 

Wait  toK  the  edio. 


1881.    TO  TH£  00UKTI88  OP  OS80BT. 

Straioberry  Hill,  Sahurdajf  night,  late, 

Was  not  I  cruelly  out  of  luck,  Madam,  to  have  been  fishing  in 
troubled  waters  for  two  days  for  your  Ladyship's  entertainment,  and 
to  have  come  away  very  few  hours  before  the  great  pike  was  hooked  P 
Well,  to  drop  metaphor,  here  are  Garth's  lines  reversed. 

Thus  littta  tUUIiib  oft  sabmit  to  &to^ 

That  gnat  onei  may  ei^Joy  the  world  in  ttato. 

Four  convicts  on  the  eve  of  execution  are  let  loose  fit>m  Newgate, 
and  Lord  Oteorg^  Oordon  is  sent  to  the  Tower.    If  ho  is  hanged, 
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the  old   couplet  will  recover  its  credit^  for  Mr.  Wedderbum  is 
Chief  Justice. 

I  flatter  myself  I  shall  receive  a  line  from  your  Ladyship  to- 
morrow morning :  I  am  impatient  to  hear  what  you  think  of  black 
Wednesday.    I  know  how  much  you  must  have  been  shocked,  but  I 
long  to  read  your  own  expressions ;  when  you  answer,  then  one  is 
conversing.    My  sensations  are  very  different  from  what  they  were. 
While  in  the  thick  of  the  conflagration,  I  was  ill  indignation  and  a 
thousand  passions.    Last  night,  when  sitting  silently  alone,  horror 
rose  as  I  cooled ;  and  grief  succeeded,  and  then  all  kinds  of  gloomy 
presages.    For  some  time  people  have  said,  where  will  all  this  end  P 
I  as  often  replied,  where  will  it  begin  P    It  is  now  b^un,  with  a 
dreadful  overture ;  and  I  tremble  to  think  what  the  chorus  may  be ! 
The  sword  reigns  at  present,  and  saved  the  capital  I     What  is  to 
depose  the  sword  P — Is  it  not  to  be  feared,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
other  swords  may  be  lifted  up  P — ^What  probabiliiy  that  everything 
will  subside  quietly  into  the  natural  channel  P — ^Nay,  how  narrow 
will  that  channel  be,  whenever  the  prospect  is  cleared  by  peace  f 
What  a  dismal  fragment  of  an  empire !  yet  would  that  moment 
were  come  when  we  are   to  take  a  survey  of  our  ruins  I    That 
moment  I  probably  shall  not  see.    When  I  rose  this  morning,  I 
found  the  exertions  I  had  made  with  such  puny  powers,  had  been 
£eur  beyond  what  I  could  bear ;  I  was  too  sick  to  go  on  with  dressing 
myself.    This  evening  I  have  been  abroad,  and  you  shall  hear  no 
more  of  it.    I  have  been  with  Lady  DL,  at  Biehmond,  where  I 
found  Lady  Pembroke,  Miss  Herbert,  and  Mr.  BrudenelL    Lord 
Herbert  is  arrived.    They  told  me  the  melancholy  position  of  Lady 
Westmorland.    She  is  sister  of  Lord  Gtoorge  Gordon,  and  wife  of 
Colonel  Woodford,  who  is  forced  to  conceal  himself,  having  been  the 
first  of&cer  who  gave  orders  to  the  soldiers  to  fire,  on  the  attack  of 
Lord  Mansfield's  house.    How  many  still  more  deplorable  calamities 
from  the  tragedy  of  this  week  that  one  shall  never  hear  of  I     I  will 
change  my  style,  and,  Uke  an  epilogue  after  a  moving  piece,  divert 
you  with  a  bon-mot  of  George  Selwyn.    He  came  to  me  yesterday 
morning  from  Lady  Townshend,  who,  terrified  by  the  fires  of  the 
preceding  night,  talked  the  language  of  the  Court,  iostead  of  Oppo- 
sition.   He  said  she  put  him  in  mind  of  removed  tradesmen,  who 
Hang  out  a  board  with,  *' Burnt  out  from  over  the  way.''    Good 
nighty  Madam,  till  I  receive  your  letter. 

Mondaif  moming,  the  lidL 

Disappointed !  disappointed !  not  a  line  fitun  your  Ladyship ;  I 
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irill  not  send  away  this  till  I  bear  &um  you.  Last  night,  at 
Hampton  Conrt,  I  heard  of  two  Popish  chapels  demolished  at  Bath, 
and  one  at  Bristol  My  coachman  has  just  been  in  Twickenham, 
and  says  half  Bath  is  burnt ;  I  trust  this  is  but  the  natural  progress 
of  lies,  that  increase  like  a  chairman's  1^  by  walking.  Mercy  on 
us  I  we  seem  to  be  plunging  into  the  horrors  of  France,  in  the  reigns 
of  Oharles  YI.  and  YII.  I — ^yet,  as  extremes  meet,  there  is  at  this 
moment  amazing  insensibiliiy.  Within  these  four  days  I  have 
received  five  applications  for  tickets  to  see  my  house  I  One  from 
a  set  of  company  who  fled  from  town  to  avoid  the  tumults  and 
fires.  I  suppose  iBneas  lost  Creiisa  by  her  stopping  at  Sadlen^ 
Wells. 

The  letter  I  have  this  moment  received  is  so  kind,  Madam,  that 
it  effaces  all  disappointment  Indeed,  my  impatience  made  me 
forget  that  no  post  comes  in  here  on  Mondays.  To-day's  letters 
from  town  mention  no  disturbance  at  Bristol  or  anywhere  else. 
Every  day  gained  is  considerable,  at  least  will  be  so  when  there  has 
been  time  for  the  historyof  last  week  to  have  spread,  and  intelligence 
from  the  distant  counties  to  be  returned.  AU  I  have  heard  to-day 
is  of  some  alteration  to  be  made  to  the  Biot  Act,  that  Lord  George 
cannot  be  tried  this  month,  and  that  the  King  will  go  to  the  House 
on  Monday.  I  will  now  answer  what  is  necessary  in  your  Ladyship's 
and  take  my  leave,  for,  as  you  observe,  the  post  arrives  late,  and  I 
have  other  letters  that  I  must  answer.  Mr.  Williams  interrupted 
me,  and  has  added  a  curious  anecdote, — and  a  horrible  one,  to  my 
collection  of  the  late  events.  One  project  of  the  diabolical  incen- 
diaries was  to  let  loose  the  lions  in  the  Tower,  and  flie  lunatics  in 
Bedlam.  The  latter  might  befit>m  a  fellow  feeling  in  Lord  George, 
but  cannibals  do  not  invite  wild  beasts  to  their  banquets.  The 
Princess  Daskiou  will  certainly  communicate  the  thought  to  her 
mistress  and  accomplice,  the  L^gislatress  of  Bussia. 

George,  I  think,  need  not  fear  Mimy's  being  reclaimed :  when 
parents  can  give  up  a  ehild,  I  have  no  notion  of  their  caring  what 
becomes  of  it 

My  cousin,  the  Miss  Townshend,  whom  your  Ladyship  mentions, 
is  quite  a  stranger  to  me.  My  nephews,  nieces,  and  cousins  compose 
sndi  a  dan,  that,  with  all  my  genealogic  propensities,  I  never  saw  all 
of  them,  though  it  seems  this  young  lady  is  one  who,  according  to 
the  proverb,  knows  Jack  Pudding.  She  shall  certainly  command  a 
tioket  for  Strawberry,  and  I  actually  enclose  one ;  but  when  you 
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talk  of  enthiudasiny  Madam,  it  is  impossible  to  make  an  acqnaintanee 
on  that  groimd ;  it  would  be  Jaokpadding-ing  myaelf  in  good 
earnest 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  glad  or  sorry  that  yon  must  remoye 
from  Ghrosy enor-place.  That  will  depend  on  your  fiitaie  habitation ; 
but  I  mnst  finish,  and  would,  if  I  dared»  return  the  Dtarwt — but 
there  would  be  a  wuf^on  of  the  Jack  Pudding  in  tiiat  too,  and 
therefore  I  don't 

P.S.  I  like  an  ironic  sentence  in  yesterda/s  <  Lcmdon  OouranV 
which  says,  all  our  grieyances  are  redrdrevud^ 


1932.    TO  THB  SABL  OF  HARCOUBT.i 
Mt  siAE  Loio,  fiiraiofteny  HiXl,  Jwn€  10, 1780. 

If  confusion  and  every  horror  are  eoccuses,  your  Lordship  will 
forgire  my  not  thanking  you  sooner,  as  I  intended,  for  the  Tery  kind 
message  and  invitation  you  were  so  good  as  to  leave  at  my  housa 
I  did  drive  to  yours  in  total  ignorance  of  what  was  passing,  at  the 
very  instant  you  were  in  such  danger  in  the  House  of  Lord& 
Thank  God  I  your  Lordship  and  all  my  friends  escaped  massacre  I 

It  was  my  plan,  a  week  ago,  to  go  to  Malvern  the  beginning  of 
July,  and  to  wait  [on]  your  Lordship  and  Lady  Haroourt,  going  or 
coming,  as  diould  be  least  inconvenient  to  you.  One  must  have  the 
confidence  of  a  true  enthusiast  or  a  false  one  to  say  what  <me  will 
do  three  weeks  hence !  /  wiU!  is  no  longer  a  phrase  in  the  now 
narrow  vocabulary  of  an  Englishman.  Two  days  ago  the  Mob,  to- 
day the  Army, — ^to-morrow  who  were,  are,  will  be  our  mastersP 

Exhausted  with  fatigue  and  watching,  I  came  fixnn  town  yesterday 
at  two  o'clock,  to  seek  a  little  repose,  leaving  a  fierce  calm.  Since 
the  early  part  of  Thursday  evening,  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
disturbance ;  and  whether  terrified  like  a  brat  that  has  set  his  frock 
on  fire,  or  to  evoke  new  l^ons,  Scotici  clans^  of  Infemals,  the 
Cbrdon  is  fied. 

Wednesday  no  mortal  pen  can  describe,  thai  has  not  seen  a  ciiy 
taken  by  stonn ;  yet  who  ever  saw  a  capital  of  the  size  of  London 
in  flames  in  more  than  a  dozen  places,  and  its  own  iohabitanti 
noting  in  every  barbarity  P    How  it  escaped  a  wide  eonflagratioD 

*  Now  fini  paUUbed.— CamiiMttaAH. 
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ia  inoconprehenBible,  *nd  iliat  not  threeMore  lirea  vera  lort  that 
nig^t  is  equally  amazmg.  l^ble  that  nnmber  or  more  were  dead 
by  mormng  by  valloving  in  tiie  oaaks  of  spirits  they  had  staved. 
I  do  cot  exaggerate,  my  Lord ;  tliey  sacked  them  u  tiUfy  flowed 
about  the  streeta 

Testerday  was  more  bloody,  yet  not  eKcessively ;  tiough  the  Army 
Tis  let  loose,  and  it  was  merciful  to  the  &aatio  wretches  themselves, 
Tho  seem  to  be  awed.  As  men  recover  from  their  consternation, 
they  begin  to  arm  for  common  safety.  Zeal  soon  threw  away  the 
ausk,  and,  like  Spanish  missionaries  in  Mexico,  aimed  at  nothing  but 
gold.  Lady  Albemarle  was  robbed  by  a  horseman  on  that  identical 
Wednesday  night  at  Mrs.  Keppel's  door.  Th»  Duke  [of  Gloucester], 
wrapped  in  a  great-coat,  and  in  a  hackney  coach,  was  surrounded  by 
tbe  mob  in  tlie  Fleet  Market,  and  obliged  to  give  them  his  purse. 

How  poor  a  sketch  have  I  given  your  Lordship  of  what 
Ghuociardini  wwuld  have  formed  a  folio !  yet  we  would  forget  the 
wretched  wives  and  mothers  that  will  roe  that  night,  and  expatiate 
on  the  predloaB  manosonpts '  burnt  in  Bloomsbury ;  yet  already  can  I 
look  with  more  tranquillity  backward,  than  to  what  is  to  oome.  How- 
ever, one  may  foresee  too  much ;  as  one  oould  not  foresee  what  has 
happened,  oonjeoturai  are  idle,  and  I  will  release  yonr  Leorddup. 

tfra.  MartiTyar  is  a  good  deal  better,  and  I  think  not  immediate^ 
goug.     If  there  is  any  sooh  thing  as  gratitude,  I  am  most  truly 
Toox  Lordship's  and  I«dy  Harooort's 

Devoted,  httmble  servant, 

Hob.  Walfoub. 


The  poet  ia  jnst  oome  in  :  I  have  two  letters  to  confirm  what  I 
heard  half  an  hoar  ago,  that  Lord  Oeo^  ClordoQ  was  overtaken  in 
Ilia  flight  to  Scotland  by  a  par^  of  light  horse,  and  brought  prisoner 
to  the  Hooe-Guards.  This  is  all  I  will  warrant ;  for  there  are 
twenty  diffiBrent  rcfiorts  alreadyj  which  there  moat  be  at  least  where 
«ae  ia  twenfy  milea  &om  town.  Iwill  still  less  oonjectnie  or  reason, 
for  I  do  not  often  gaeas  rightly,  and  one  arguee  yet  worse  but  on  the 
nwst  c«rtMa  ipeooda. 
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1988.    TO  MBS.  ABINQTON. 
Madam  :  Sliuwbmt^  HUl,  Jwne  11, 1780i 

You  may  oertainly  always  oommand  me  and  my  house.  My 
common  custom  is  to  give  a  ticket  for  only  four  persons  at  a  time; 
but  it  would  be  very  insolent  in  me,  when  all  laws  are  set  at  nought, 
to  pretend  to  prescribe  rules.  At  such  times  there  is  a  shadow  of 
auihoriiy  in  setting  the  laws  aside  by  the  legislature  itself;  and 
thoughl  haye  no  army  to  supply  their  place,  I  declare  Mrs.  Abington 
may  march  through  all  my  dominions  at  the  head  of  as  large  a  troop 
as  she  pleases — ^I  do  not  say,  as  she  can  muster  and  command ;  for 
then  I  am  sure  my  house  would  not  hold  them.  The  day,  too,  is  at 
her  own  choice;  and  the  master  is  her  very  obedient  humUe 
servant,  Hon.  Walfolb. 


198i.    TO  THE  EABL  OF  STBATFOBD. 
MTBiiaLow:  8liuwbmr$  ffiU,  Jmie  1%  1788. 

If  the  late  events  had  been  within  the  common  proportion  of 
news,  I  would  have  tried  to  entertain  your  Lordship  with  an  account 
of  them ;  but  they  were  &r  beyond  Ihat  size,  and  could  only  create 
horror  and  indignation.  Religion  has  often  been  the  doak  of 
injustice,  outrage,  and  villany :  in  our  late  tumults,  it  scarce  kept  on 
its  mask  a  moment ;  its  persecution  was  downright  robbery ;  and  it 
was  so  drunk,  that  it  killed  its  banditti  faster  than  they  could 
plunder.  The  tumults  have  been  carried  on  in  so  violent  and 
scandalous  a  manner,  that  I  trust  they  will  have  no  copies.  When 
prisons  are  levelled  to  the  ground,  when  the  Bank  is  aimed  at,  and 
reformation  is  attempted  by  conflagrations,  the  savages  of  Oanada 
are  the  only  fit  allies  of  Lord  Gtoorge  (Gordon  and  his  crew.  The 
Tower  is  much  too  dignified  a  prison  for  him — but  he  had  left  no 
other.' 

1  came  out  of  town  on  Friday,  having  seen  a  good  deal  of  the 


^  A  penon  bagging  alms  oTLord  0.  Q— n,  laid,  ''6odU««  7<m«  my  Lord  1  yw 
and  I  hafe  been  in  aU  the  pritona  in  London."  "  What  do  yon  maant "  eriaa  Loid 
Geoige;  "  I  nererwaa  in  any  priaon  hat  the  Tower."  "That  ia  tme,  my  Lord,"  aald 
the  other, ''and  I  have  been  in  aU  thereat"  PeUr  CimmngKam*s  J€&t  Book,  lim^, 
1781,  p.  80.— CumiuiaaAH. 
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shocking  transactions  of  Wednesday  night — in  h(dkf  it  was  difficult 
to  he  in  London,  and  not  Qee  or  think  some  part  of  it  in  flames.  I 
saw  those  of  the  King's  Bench,  New  Prison,  and  those  on  the  three 
sides  of  the  Fleet  Market,  which  united  into  one  blaze.^  The  Town 
and  Parks  are  now  one  camp — the  next  disagreeable  sight  to  the 
capital  being  in  ashes.  It  will  still  not  have  been  a  fettal  tragedy,  if  it 
brings  the  nation  one  and  all  to  their  senses.  It  will  still  be  not 
quite  an  unhappy  country,  if  we  reflect  that  the  old  constitution, 
exactly  as  it  was  in  the  last  reign,  was  the  most  desirable  of  any  in 
the  uniyerse.  It  made  us  then  the  first  people  in  Europe — ^we  have 
a  vast  deal  of  ground  to  recover — ^but  can  we  take  a  better  path  than 
that  which  King  William  pointed  out  to  usP  Imean  the  system  he 
left  us  at  the  Bevolution.  I  am  averse  to  all  changes  of  it— it  fitted 
us  just  as  it  was. 

For  some  time  even  individuals  must  be  upon  their  guard.  Our 
new  and  now  imprisoned  Apostle  has  delivered  so  many  congenial 
Saint  Peters  from  gaol,  that  one  hears  of  nothing  but  robberies  on 
the  highway.  Your  Lordship's  sister,  Lady  Browne,  and  I  have 
been  at  Twickenham-park  this  evening,  and  kept  together,  and  had 
a  horseman  at  our  return.  Baron  d'Aguilar  was  shot  at  in  that 
very  lane  on  Thursday  nighi  A  troop  of  the  fugitives  had  rendez- 
voused in  Oombe  Wood,  and  were  dislodged  thence  yesterday  by 
the  light  horse. 

I  do  not  know  a  syllable  but  what  relates  to  these  disturbances. 
The  newspapers  have  neglected  few  truths.  lies,  without  their 
natural  propensity  to  feJsehoods,  they  could  not  avoid,  for  every 
minute  produces  some,  at  least  exaggerations.  We  were  threatened 
with  swarms  oi  good  Protestants  d  bruler  from  all  quarters,  and 
report  sent  various  detachments  from  the  metropolis  on  similar 
errands ;  but,  thank  God,  they  have  been  but  reports  I  Oh  I  when 
shall  we  have  peace  and  tranquillity  P  I  hope  your  Lordship 
and  Lady  Straflbrd  will  at  least  enjoy  the  latter  in  your  charming 
woods.  I  have  long  doubted  which  of  our  passions  is  the  strongest 
— ^perhaps  every  one  of  them  is  equally  strong  in  some  person  or 
other — ^but  I  have  no  doubt  but  ambition  is  the  most  detestable,  and 
the  most  inexcusable ;  for  its  mischiefs  are  byfeur  the  most  extensive, 

1  In  her  reply  to  a  letter  from  Welpole,  giTing  an  aooonnt  of  these  riots,  Madame  da 
Deifiuid  laye — "  Blen  n'eit  plna  afiteox  qne  tont  ce  qui  anire  ehei  tooi.  Votre 
libert6  ne  me  i^nit  point ;  ceite  liberty  tant  yant^  me  paroit  bien  plna  onireaee  qne 
aoln  eaelaTage ;  maia  il  ne  m'appartient  pas  de  tiaiter  de  tellea  mati^res :  permette» 
moi  de  bULmer  Totre  indiier6tion,  de  Tova  aller  promener  dana  Iob  rues  pendant  ea 
Tacarme.** — Wriobt. 
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and  its  enjoymeniB  hy  no  means  proportioned  to  its  anxietieB.  Hie 
latter,  I  believe,  is  tlie  case  of  most  passions^^but  £beii  all 
but  ambition  cost  little  pain  to  any  but  the  possessor.  An 
ambitions  man  must  be  divested  of  all  feeling  but  for  himself.  The 
torment  of  others  is  his  high  road  to  happiness.  Were  the  trans- 
migration of  sonls  true,  and  aooompanied  by  consGionsneas,  how 
delighted  would  Alexander  or  Croesus  be  to  find  themselYes  on  four 
legs,  and  divested  of  a  wish  to  conquer  new  worlds,  or  to  heap  up  all 
tiie  wealth  of  this  I    Adieu,  my  dear  liord  I 


im.    TO  BIB  HOEACV  MAKK. 

Sbrawbeny  HiO,  Jvme  14, 178(1 

Thx  Pope  need  not  be  alarmed :  the  rioters  thought  much  more 
of  plundering  those  of  their  own  oommunion,  than  his  holiness's 
flock.  To  demolish  law  and  prisons  was  their  next  great  object; 
and  to  release  prisoners,  the  only  gospel-woik  they  performed. 
What  was  the  view  of  the  arbh-incoodiary  I  do  not  know,  nor  what 
seditious  plans  wero  engrafted  on  or  incorporated  willi  hisCalvinistio 
reformation ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  number  of  the  perpetrators  of 
all  the  mischief  was  very  inconsiderable,  and  two-thirds  approntices 
and  women.  Two  fortunate  circumstances  aro  amazing ;  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  town  was  not  burnt,  and  that  not  a  single  person 
of  any  name  is  killed.  The  damage,  on  the  contrary,  is  estimated 
at  a  million.  I  do  not  send  you  particulars,  for  your  nephew  told 
me  you  should  have  a  journal  of  them  from  him. 

Ilie  spectacle— *for  I  was  there  on  the  blackest  night,  the 
Wednesday,— was  tremendous  and  shocking.  The  monster  that 
eonjured  up  this  tempest  is  now  manacled  in  the  Tower. — ^But  what 
a  naticm  is  Scotland;  in  every  reign  engendering  traitors  to  the 
State,  and  fidse  aad  pecmoious  to  the  Kings  that  favour  it  the  most  I 
National  prejudices,  I  know,  ase  very  vulgar ;  but,  if  there  are 
national  ohaxacteristios,  can  one  but  difliike  the  soils  and  climates 
that  concur  to  produce  them  P 

I  shall  suspend  the  prosecution  of  this  letter,  f6r  the  papers  say 
our  ports  are  still  shut.  They  will  soon  be  re-opened,  I  trust ;  for 
tranquillity  is  restored  in  the  capital,  and  in  tihe  country  has  not 
been  disturbed  but  for  one  moment  at  Both,  though  near  a  fortnig^ 
is  elapsed  since  the  first  tumult 
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Berhde^  Square,  Fndaif,  16(4. 

I  shall  obange  my  mind,  and  send  away  this  fragment  to-night ; 
as,  fliongh  short,  it  will  contain  two  pieces  of  intelligence  that  will 
giye  you  joy,  and  I  doubt  you  want  some  cordials. 

Yesterday  aniyed  an  account  of  the  surrender  of  Gharleston  to 
Sir  Henry  Ointon:  like  the  jaundice,  I  turn  eyerything  to  the 
colour  of  my  mind,  and  cry,  '^  Will  it  adyance  peace  P"  It  certainly 
will  haye  good  e£B9ct  here^  and  discourage  mutineers. — I  haye  not 
time  to  dilate  more. 

The  King  and  his  royal  brothera*  are  reconciled.  This  is  my  second 
good  article.— But  the  best  of  all  is  that  we  are  per£Bctly  tranquil  i 
acnd  ten  days  haying  passed  since  the  Black  Wednesday,  and  no 
accounts  haying  come  of  the  least  disturbance,  except  a  momentary 
one  at  Baih»  it  is  £urly  to  be  presumed  that  the  whole  nation  is 
shocked  at  the  late  sayage  tumults. 

Here  the  scandal  taken  is  so  uniyersal,  or  diame,  or  fear,  that 
not  a  srngle  person  has  been  or  sent  to  inquire  after  the  arch- 
incendiary.  Wilkes  has  yery  sensibly  ridden  home  on  Lord  Gtoorge, 
and  distinguished  himself  by  zeal  and  spirit 

One  strange  circumstance  in  the  late  delirium  was  the  mixture  of 
rage  and  consideration  in  the  mob.  In  most  of  the  fires  they  threw 
fbmiture  into  the  stre^  did  not  bum  it  lis  the  houses ;  nay,  made 
seyeral  small  bonfires  lest  a  large  one  should  spread  to  buildings. 
They  would  not  sufiEer  engines  to  play  on  the  deyoted  edifices ;  yet» 
ilie  moment  the  objects  were  consomed,  played  the  engines  on 
contiguous  houses  on  each  side  I  It  is  all  unaccountable,  and  I  can 
yet  send  you  no  consist^it  narratiye.  Much  appears  to  haye  been 
sudden  finry,  and  in  many  places  the  act  of  few.  In  other  lights  it 
looks  like  plan  and  deep  premeditation.  Whether  it  will  oyer  be 
■nrayelled,  I  know  not ;  or  whether,  like  the  history  of  daricer  ages, 
fEilsehood  will  become  history,  and  then  distant  periods  conjecture 
that  we  haye  transmitted  yery  blundered  relations :  but,  whan  I 
know  so  little  of  what  has  passed  before  my  own  eyes,  I  shall  not 
guess  how  posterity  will  fonn  their  opinions.  Adieu  I  I  haye  not 
time  to  say  more. 

>  PrinM  William  Heniy,  Daks  of   CHio«Mft«r,  aad    Msot   Heary,  Dnkt  of 


TOL  TIL  •   * 


BOBACB  WALPOUB  URTIBK. 


\tta.    to  THB  BIT.  WILUUC  OOIX 

Anw6vTy  Bill,  /mm  1^  17W 

Tou  ma^  like  to  know  one  is  alire,  dear  Sir,  after  a  massacre, 
and  tkfl  oonflagratioo  of  a  oapital.  I  was  in  it,  both  on  the  Friday 
and  on  the  Black  Wednadoj/;  the  most  horrible  sight  I  ever  beheld, 
and  whidb,  for  siz  hours  b^iether,  I  ezpeoted  to  end  in  half  the 
town  being  ledooed  to  ashes.  I  can  give  yon  little  aoooant  of  the 
original  of  this  shocking  a£Eair ;  If  egligenoe  was  certainly  its  non^ 
and  Beligion  only  its  godmother.  The  ostensible  author  is  in  the 
Tower.  Twelve  or  fbarteen  thousand  men  have  quelled  all  tnmolts ; 
and  as  no  bad  aoooant  is  oome  fiom  Qie  ooontay,  except  for  a  moment 
at  Bath,  and  as  eight  days  have  passed, — nay,  more,  nnoe  the 
oommenoement,  I  flatter  myself  the  whole  nation  is  shooked  at  Hie 
aoene ;  and  that,  if  plan  there  was,  it  was  laid  only  in  and  for  the 
metropolis.  The  lowest  and  most  villanoas  of  the  peo{de,  and  to 
no  great  amount,  were  almost  the  sole  actors. 

I  hope  your  electioneering  riotry  *  has  not,  sor  will  mix  in  Uiese 
tumults.  It  would  be  most  absurd ;  hi  Lord  BoAingham,  the 
Duke  of  Ridmiond,  Sir  George  Savile,  and  Mr.  Burke,  the  patnmt 
of  toleration,  were  devoted  to  destruction  as  much  as  Ihe  Ministers. 
The  rails  torn  from  Sir  George's  house  [in  Leicester  fielda]  were  the 
chief  weapons  and  instruments  of  the  mob.  For  the  honour  of  Iha 
nation  I  dionld  be  glad  to  have  it  proved  that  the  Fremoh  were  the 
engineers.  Tou  and  I  have  lived  too  lung  for  our  comfort— shall 
we  dose  our  eyes  in  peace  f 

I  will  not  trouble  you  more  about  the  arms  I  sent  you :  I  should 
like  that  they  were  those  of  the  fajnily  of  Boleyn ;  and  since  1 

*  Of  Uw  "  eUcUoneailng  riotir  "  going  on  ftt  thl«  time  in  CuabridgMUn,  Mi.  CoU, 
ia  s  Mter  of  Um  14th  of  Hmj,  glra  tbe  rollowing  uooanl  ^"  BleeOMiMliW  madMM 
•ad  bedoa  k*r«  InflamBd  tliii  aoDDtj  to  nicli » (UgT««,  Uwt  the  pNoa  It  hM  a^Jorad 
ftr  abgn  hilf  a  otntwj  mj  Uke  w  long  >  Uoi«  befbra  it  ratorn*  tgtin.  Tootwd^, 
tlie  thtM  «udiaatM  wbm  nomiuted ;  ttu  Dnka  of  BstUod'i  brotbtr,  Ih*  lata  Mr. 
ChulM  Totko'a  ion.  mnd  Sir  Simpwn  Oidaon,  vIiom  cxponMi  br  thU  nuwlh  hsn 
baan  anafnuMa,  b«70nd  all  boUeC  Sanding  mj  Mrvuil  on  ■  pnitieohr  menage  to 
Sir  SaupaoB,  ha  bnnd  hiin  in  Iwd,  not  well,  and  probably  lulf  aaleap ;  fw  ha  ttot 
only  wrote  the  direotion  to  two  coren  which  I  lent  him,  bnt  aetled  Uiem  bothfthoagb 
Ihay  were  onlj  wrera.  I  wonder,  Indeed,  that  h*  U  aUra,  oonddering  the  Immenaa 
bbgue  and  neoeanry  drinking  he  mn>t  nadergo — a  miierabU  hard  talk  to  get  int* 
Parliament  1 "  The  oonteat  terminated  in  the  ntnm  of  1im4  Robert  Manner^  whe 
died.  In  AdtU  ITSt,  of  the  woonda  he  leoelred  in  the  great  ae>a4gbt  In  Um  Wait 
Indiai;  and  «f  Mr.  Philip  loAa,  who,  in  1780,  ■acwaedad  Ua  node  aa  Xari  •( 
Hardwldca-  WuaHi; 
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cannot  be  sure  they  were  not|  why  should  not  I  fimoy  them  so  f 
I  xerert  to  the  prayer  for  peace.  Yon  and  I,  that  can  amuse 
onrselTes  with  oor  books  and  papers,  feel  as  much  indignation  at  the 
turbulent  as  they  haye  scom  for  as.  It  is  hard  at  least  that  they 
who  disturb  nobody  can  have  no  asylum  in  which  to  pursue  their 
innoxious  indolence!  Who  is  secure  against  Jack  Straw  and  a 
whirlwind  f  How  I  abominate  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  who 
routed  the  poor  Otaheitans  out  of  fhe  centre  of  the  ocean,  and 
carried  our  abominable  passions  amongst  them  I  not  even  that  poor 
litde  speck  could  escape  European  resflessness.  Well,  I  have  seen 
many  tempestuous  scenes,  and  outUved  them!  the  present  prospect 
is  too  thick  to  see  through — it  is  well  hope  neyer  forsakes  us. 
Adieu! 


1017.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  OSSORT. 

Berhdey  Sqwurt,  June  16,  at  ni^hU 

Depend  upon  it,  Madam,  you  will  always  find  my  conduct  simple 
and  void  of  mystery.  I  have  but  two  reasons  for  silence, — ^ignorance, 
or  from  what  secrets  I  know  being  those  of  others,  not  my  own. 
The  former  was  the  cause  of  my  not  mentioning  the  reconciliation  of 
the  King  and  his  brothers.  I  knew  nothing  of  it  but  common 
report  till  Tuesday  last,  when  Miss  Eeppel  told  me  in  a  postscript 
that  the  Duke  of  Oloucester  had  adked  an  audience,  and  been 
graciously  receiyed.  On  Thursday  the  Duchess  herself  sent  me  word 
of  it,  and  desired  me  to  come  to  town.  I  came  to-day,  and  have  been 
with  her  this  eyening;  and  when  I  came  away  just  now,  which  was 
past  eleyen,  the  Duke  was  not  come  back  from  Kew,  where  he  had 
been  to  pass  the  eyening  with  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Not  a  word 
has  passed  between  the  brothers  about  the  Duchess.  But  you  may 
understand  that  the  two  Dukes  haye  different  ideas,  for  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  was  at  the  drawing-room  yesterday  without  his  Duchess, 
and  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  not  For  the  command  of  the 
Army,  I  belieye  his  Royal  Highness  expects  it  no  more  than  I  do. 
This  is  the  naked  truth,  and  which  I  could  not  haye  told  you  six 
hours  ago :  in  my  last,  to  haye  talked  yaguely  of  what  I  did  not 
know,  would  really  haye  looked  mysterious. 

The  conquest  of  Charleston  is  a  great  eyent  at  the  present 
moment:  not  a  good  one  if  it  ensanguines  us  against  peace.  I 
neither  understand  military  details  nor  loye  them  finr  that  reason. 


M«  BtntAOM  VALFOLTS  UtTTBB&  [ITia 

But  this  Bnooesa  is  ooapled  with  a  very  remarkable  ereat.  A  Coltsid 
Soott,  I  tiiiiilc  a  prisoner,  aayi  the  Amerioans  are  siok  of  the  war,  but 
have  been  buoyed  ap  by  Spanish  gold,  and  by  fVwtcA  promiatt  ^ 
ih»  oonflagraiion  of  Limdam — a  liellish  sort  of  war,  bat  who  sot  the 
ia«oedent  P  He  Oonrt  talk  mncb  of  a  plot,  and  this  anecdote  is 
oonoborati're.  Bideed  I  oannot  at  all  agree  with  1&.  F.'  in  wishing 
Lord  G^i^  Ck>rdon  may  not  be  foond  guilty.  He  is  eo  black  in 
my  eyes  already,  that  thongli  I  have  infinite  oompasnonfor  criminals, 
I  never  heard  of  one  I  sboald  pity  leoa.  If  he  is  the  aonroe  of  our 
being  ruled  by  an  army,  I  shall  abhor  him  still  more.  Hare  yoa 
heard,  Madam,  that  &e  common  soldiers  afyla  one  another  jmr 
tBor^ap,  as  being  the  only  Jnstiees  of  Peace  P 

I  have  sent  to  inquire  after  Hr.  Fox,  and  hear  he  is  better  with 
great  pleasure.  Oeneral  Oonway  was  setting  oat  for  Jersey,  but  the 
alarm  was  ill-fonnded.  I  know  nothing  of  Lord  Beanchamp's 
depofdtion  against  the  Lord  Mayor,  but  what  I  saw  in  the  papers. 
Mr.  IhiaQe,  I  believe,  is  not  yet  settled  at  Twickenham,*  as  the  house 
and  oonrt  ate  full  of  workmen ;  but  I  have  had  no  time  yet  to  make 
my  visits,  or  think  of  them.  Nor  have  I  seat  Miss  Vernon ;  nor 
have  I  been  to  the  Twili^ts  at  Bedford-house.  In  truth,  I  have 
thought  of  nothing  but  that  horrible  Wednesday  and  its  ooneeqaences. 
Those  that  I  immediately  apprehended,  insurrections  and  like  tumults, 
in  the  oountry,  aeom,  thank  God,  not  likely  to  ensue.  My  disorder 
was  merely  &tigue  and  a  siek  mind.  I  long  to  sink  into  oalm 
stupidity.  These  tsmpeets  brush  me  up  and  revive  me  for  a  mommt, 
but  I  had  rather  wear  ont  quietly  with  my  Dowagers  of  Twiokenham 
at  Tredrille.  This  coontry  oannot  reoow  its  splendour :  it  will  be 
for  some  time  the  seat  of  distractions ;  and,  when  exhausted,  be  an 
insignificant  solitude  osder  a  Bashaw.  I  have  no  loftier  wifli  than 
to  be  one  of  the  owls  that  hoot  in  an  obeoure  village  in  the  evening 
and  leave  daeolaied  eities  to  vultures  and  beasb  of  prey. 


19S8.    TO  THl  COmfTIBB  OV  OBBOaT. 

akwAwTf  HiO.  Aim  2>,  IT80. 
I  varxKUJ  yoor  Ladyship  not  to  suspect  youiself  of  impertinenoe 
wbeu  you  are  obliging ;  nor  me  of  indueot  meanings,  when  I  ^leak 

'  ProtnUy  Ht.  Fidpttrlck,  aftwvudi  0«iunL— R.  Tauo*  Smits. 

I  Un  Duna'i  lionM  [it  TwiokentMin]  vw  fannarly  the  nridnw  of  Ik*  [inii%ata 
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plainly.  I  did  ($ee  Lord  Ossory  cm  Tnesday,  and  ycm  trill  find  that 
though  I  aroided  details,  my  answer  was  the  oufline  of  what  had 
passed.  It  is  a  sahjeot  on  which  I  never  love  to  write ;  hecanse,  to 
b^in,  it  has  the  air  of  an  airi  which  I  dislike  |  and  when  one 
answers,  one  cannot,  at  every  sentence,  say^  "  Pray  don't  repeat 
this  ;**  or,  *^  This  may  be  repeated.^'  And  yet  that  is  neoessary  on 
points  that  occasion  discussion,  and  on  which  one  does  not  like  to  be 
quoted. 

Considering  what  a  crop  there  is  of  discordant  opinions,  and  the 
quantity  of  matter  that  enters  into  head-dresses  at  present,  it  will 
be  very  serious.  Madam,  if  the  ladies  come  to  pulling  caps.  The 
fields  of  battle  will  be  strewed  with  strange  fra^ents  I  but  every- 
thing seems  to  be  returning  to  chaos  I  I  am  come  back  to  this  little 
nook,  in  hopes  it  will  escape  the  general  hurly-burly.  Lord  Ossory 
agreed  with  my  sentiments  more  almost  than  any  man  I  meet  witL 
Mine  about  this  country,  I  own,  are  total  despair :  nor  do  I  see  from 
our  present  position,  our  present  generation  of  actors,  and  from  our 
present  enemies,  whence  aught  but  ruin  should  come,  either  to  the 
nation  or  constitution,  and  probably  to  both, — and  if  either  is  undone 
what  signifies  the  other  P  The  felioily  of  universal  confusion 
encourages  a  war  within  a  war ;  and  the  attention  to  the  internal 
one  will  absorb  all  regard  to  the  other ;  and  by  the  time  absolute 
power  is  attained,  it  will,  like  abstract  powers,  be  charming  in  specu- 
lation, but  prove  to  be  nothing  but  tiie  vis  inertia,  I  am  weary  of 
such  scenes  and  prospects,  and  have  quitted  them.  There  may, 
perhaps,  be  fEirther  combustions ;  but  whether  expected  or  not»  we 
shall  affect  to  expect  them,  and  prepare — ^not  to  prevent,  but  to  profit 
of  them ;  which,  I  doubt^  was  a  little  the  case  lately.  Have  you 
never  known  a  chambermaid.  Madam,  that  would  tick  at  a  chandler's 
shop  to  the  amount  of  six  or  seven  shillings,  rather  than  part  with  a 
feivourite  crown-piece  P 

I  have  got  the  print  of  Lady  Gertrude  [Fitzpatrick],*  but  it  is 
poorly  executed,  and  fiEunt  and  unfinished ;  however,  it  is  sweetly 
pretty,  though  it  has  not  half  the  countenances  of  the  originaL 
Pray  tell  me,  when  you  have  taken  one,  where  your  new  house  is. 
Do  you  really  move,  like  a  pawn,  only  an  inch  feurther  in  GtrosYeaat 
Place  P 

My  hay  is  cut»  and  it  has  rained  all  day:  well,  Madam,  is  it  not 

I  From  Sir  Jothua  EejrnoldA'  pietore  of  her  M  a  ehlld  la  mj  posMni'm  — 
B.  YiEHOii  Smith. 
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better  to  have  only  annual  diBtreBses,  than  to  attend  to  old  Madam 
England's  oanoen  and  amputation  of  limbs  P  I  am  trying  to  learn 
all  the  doctrines  of  seLBshness,  and  to  care  for  nothing  but  my  own 
enjoyments.  If  it  is  true  that  the  love  of  one's  country  and  sudi 
▼irtues  are  but  emanations  of  self-lore,  is  it  not  wise  to  lop  them 
when  they  no  longer  flatter  one's  vanity  P  In  short,  to  speak  with 
the  dignity  that  becomes  eyery  man  who  prefers  himself  to  all  the 
world,  if  my  country  is  ever  worthy  of  me  I  will  think  on  it  again  I 
if  the  prodigal  does  not  return  and  repent,  I  will  eat  the  &tted  calf 
by  myself! 


1S80.    TO  THE  COUKTESS  OF  0S80RT. 

Skwmbtrrg  HiB,  Jtme  99, 1780. 

If  your  Ladyship  did  not  give  me  themes,  I  should'oertainly  not 
think  of  writbg,  for  I  know  nothing  but  what  the  'Morning 
Ghronide'  said  yesterday,  and  hare  thought  on  nothing  but  my  hay, 
though  I  have  not  a  load  half  so  big  as  a  lady's  head-dress ;  but  the 
weather  is  so  benevolent,  that  I  sit  amongst  the  reapers  till  nine  at 
night,  and  do  not  wish  myself  on  the  parade. 

I  had  heard  of  Lord  Grantham's  match,  and  suppose  he  has  con- 
tracted some  Spanish  ideas,  and  minds  blood  more  than  beauty.  If 
the  lady  ceases  to  be  your  neighbour,  she  will  become  more  your 
acquaintance.  I  know  no  more  of  the  Duchess  of  Ancaster's  mis- 
fortunes, and  heard  before  I  came  out  of  town  that  Lady  Willoughby 
was  out  of  danger. 

The  Princess  Daskiou  was  here  this  morning  with  her  horde  of 
Tartars,  but  I  kept  out  of  sight,  having  nothing  to  regale  her  but  one 
old  horse.  I  have  paid  my  visit  to  Lord  and  Lady  Sefton,  who  do 
not  suit  me  quite  so  well  as  poor  Lady  Blandford. 

Have  you  heard.  Madam,  that  on  Lord  Effingham's  coming  to 
life,  report  has  shot  old  Lord  Oodolphin  P  The  monument  to  be  sure 
would  as  soon  head  a  riot. 

I  have  deferred  my  journey  to  Malvern  for  a  fortnight  or  fliree 
weeks ;  I  shall  regret  Strawbcnny  less  in  August ;  and,  besides,  have 
been  remarkably  well  for  this  last  fortnight;  and,  besides,  find  it 
mighty  difficult  to  set  about  anything,  so  totally  is  all  my  activity 
gone.  I  think  there  is  nothing  but  your  Ladyship  that  has  not  lort 
influence  over  me.  You  can  make  me  exert  even  a  talent  I  never  had, 
as  I  am  going  to  give  you  a  proof.  The  lines  are  indifferent  enough, 
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but  prompt  obedienoe,  like  charity,  can  cover  a  dozen  bad  verses ; 
and  as  I  scribbled  them  while  the  Tartars  were  in  the  housOi  and 
send  them  by  the  return  of  the  post,  you  may  be  sore  I  do  not  think 
them  fit  to  be  shown,  and  beg  yon  will  not  let  them  go  out  of  your 
hands.  The  theme  was  too  good  not  to  be  better  treated ;  and  what 
will  do  in  a  private  letter  will  not  stand  criticism,  and  stiU  less,  if 
taken  for  a  cool  design  of  venting  indignation ;  but  here  they  are, 
and  if  they  will  provoke  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  to  write  better,  you  and  I 
shall  both  be  better  satisfied. 

When  mitred  maiten  o'er  s  grouiiiig  Itnd 
Bztend  the  Chnreh'i  aU-ofiirpliig  hiuid, 
Ko  mere  oar  woods  are  onn ;  our  numtioiis  tUde 
To  glut  some  pontilPs  pfttriarehal  pride ; 
And  Btsr-chambers  in  Uws  defiance  giant 
Whate'er  the  Qospel's  appetites  oan  want. 
Hence  then— nor  longer  o'er  the  genial  room 
Shall  Land's  ill-omen'd  aspect  hnrl  its  gloom. 
Ko  tjrant  Stnart  shall  to  crosiers  giro. 
And  borrow  from  the  gift,  Prerogatire. 
Each  free-bom  lord  shall  his  own  ri^^ts  assert^ 
Nor  Tsssals  be  enchain'd  but  bj  the  heart ; 
While  eadi  calm  Ossoiy's  benignant  smile 
Difflues  old  good-hnmow  vonnd  ow  iaU. 

Heart  and  oMert  are  bad  rhymes,  and  do  not  agree  in  sound  or 
sense,  but  are  like  an  address  that  echoes  a  Boyal  Speech  with  the 
unf elt  protestations  of  slaves. 

Pray  send  me  directions  to  your  camp ;  do  the  Tnfantas  make  the 
campaign?  Thereport  here  is  that  the  Parliament  is  immediately  to 
be  dissolved,  in  hopes  of  another  phosnix  rising  out  of  the  ashes  of 
London.  In  that  case  I  conclude  Lady  Gertrude  will  remain  at 
Ampthill  to  keep  open  house.  The  province  of  Bedfordshire  I  trust 
will  stick  dose  to  the  house. 


1940.    TO  THE  REV.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

/iMe  29, 17S0. 

SiKCB  the  great  combustion  I  have  not  known  what  to  write,  noi 
did  Mr.  Stonhewer  know  where  you  are.  I  shall  prepare  this 
against  he  sends  me  word  whither  to  direct  it,  as  he  has  promised. 
My  opinion  of  the  causes  of  the  late  tumults  is  a  very  vague  one, 
nor  shall  I  decide  till  I  learn  more.  Whatever  Lord  O.  Gbrdon 
meant,  Anti«Catholicism  seems  not  only  to  have  had  little,  but  even 
only  a  momentar}'  hand  in  the  riots.    Some  Americans,  perhaps. 
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tau§^  If  tha  lanoiui  we  hare  giren  fhem  of  boniing  towns,  jmned 
in  fhe  opportmiity ;  a  thousand  discontents  added  othen»  and  all  the 
indigent  villains  in  London  seized  the  opportunity  and  improYed  iti 
not  to  mention  how  many  ccmoaired  £com  wanton  folly  wiihoat 
design.  The  Court  at  first  had  a  mind  to  bestow  a  plot  on  France, 
Spain,  and  the  Americans,  but  now  seem  to  abandon  that  plan. 
France,  solicited  by  American  agents,  mi^t  as  she  used  to  do  when 
teased  by  the  Jacobites,  contribute  a  little  money,  a  fow  anns,  and 
some  rogues,  of  whom  she  was  willing  to  disburihen  hersdi^  but  I 
do  not  imagine  it  was  a  branch  of  her  political  schemes  to  bum 
London.  She  would  have  had  some  force  ready  to  pour  in  and 
distract  us  in  some  other  quarter,  while  the  anny  should  be  all 
drawn  to  the  capitaL 

I  am  much  more  inclined  to  suppose  that  a  Oourt  plot  was 
engrafted  early  on  the  prospect  of  tumults,  nay,  negative />fofo.  I 
do  not  beUeve  they  intended  to  have  Lord  Stormont  mobbed.  Lord 
Sandwich  almost  murdered,  nor  Lord  Mansfield's  house  destroyed, 
but  Sir  George  Savile,  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  Burke,  were  more 
doToted  by  the  zealot  part  of  the  mob  than  any  of  the  Cabinet ;  so 
few  or  such  no  precautions  were  taken  after  such  proYoking  notice 
had  been  given  by  Lord  George  Gbrdon,  that  it  is  not  very  injurious 
to  conclude  that  a  necessity  for  calling  the  Army  together  to  suppress 
an  insurrection  was  no  very  disagreeable  opportunity. 

It  has  certainly  answered  so  roundly,  that  I  do  believe  the 
machimst  would  forgive  the  imputation,  in  consideration  of  the 
honour  it  would  do  to  his  policy.  Even  Lord  Mansfield  has  risen 
like  a  phoanix  from  the  flames,  and  vomits  martial  law,  as  if  all  law 
books  were  burnt  as  well  as  his  own ;  nay,  Uke  Mb  plate,  almost  all 
Party  is  melted  into  a  mass  of  bullion  Loyalty. 

This  was  a  moment  I  have  long  dreaded !  I  had  no  doubt  but 
the  Court  wished  insurrections.  It  was  strong  enough  ai  home  to 
suppress  them,  and  the  suppression  would  imite  all  the  military  and 
militia,  and  all  under  one  standard^  and  so  I  am  persuaded  it  has 
already. 

To  complete  our  destniction  there  is  an  univeraal  Anarek^  qf 
opinion;  no  three  men  agree  on  any  three  propositions.  Lord 
Shelbume  and  Lord  Rockingham  are  bitter  enemies.  Burke,  who 
has  declared  himself  educated  by  an  Anabaptist,  is  mad  for  tolera- 
tion. The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Charles  Fox  agree  with  him  <m 
that  point,  while  the  Duke  is  as  violent  for  annual  parliaments  as 
ihe  Rockinghams  against  them.    Lord  Shelbume^  Lord  Camden, 
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Wid  flie  Duke  of  Grafton  are  as  siarongly  anti-papistio.  The  Gouit 
indeed  is  as  foil  of  dissension ;  but  if  interest  divides  men  it  re- 
unites them  too,  which  is  not  the  case  of  opinions ;  and  such  a 
mnltitade  of  them  has  been  indiscreetly  braiched  by  opposition 
itself  that  while  the  Court  keeps  steady  to  two  points  onlyi  preroga- 
tive and  the  subjugation  of  America,  it  may  perhaps  succeed,  at 
least  in  the  first,  before  opposition  will  agree  on  a  single  one.  The 
Oourt  would  carry  the  otiier  also,  I  think,  if  it  had  the  sense  to 
temporise  and  consent  to  a  tolerable  pacification ;  but  having  had 
originally  no  fond  of  genuine  wisdom,  and  having  squandered 
foolishly  and  anticipated  all  its  resources,  it  will  as  usual  mistake 
prosperity  for  means,  and  blunder  away  its  opportunities  under  the 
notion  of  firmness.  France  and  ten  thousand  other  concurrent  im- 
pediments will  lie  still  in  the  way,  so  that  the  whole  of  my  reasoning 
centres  in  this,  that  we  are  in  every  light  undone ;  that  anarchy  will 
reign  for  some  time,  and  despotism  succeed  when  we  are  as  much 
ruined  by  labouring  towards  it,  as  we  should  have  been  in  a  few 
years  if  it  had  taken  place  when  first  projected. 

This  is  the  sketch  of  my  present  thoughts :  whether  consistent 
with  other  letters  that  I  have  written  to  you  lately,  I  cannot 
remember.  I  generally  judge  from  the  complexion  of  circumstances, 
nor  do  I  know  a  better  guide  in  times  when  a  nation  is  at  its  dregs, 
and  the  men  that  do  think  and  act  from  principle  are  not  only  few, 
but  distracted  by  subdivisions  of  sentiments,  and  have  no  one  general 
system  in  common.  My  idea  was  to  adhere  to  the  precise  line  of  the 
constitution,  as  a  standard  of  union,  and  to  endeavour  to  restore  it, 
but  that  moment  is  gone,  or  never  was  arrived :  I  see  nothing  now 
before  me  on  which  to  count,  except  the  folly  that  governs,  and 
which  may  throw  away  the  advantages  it  has  recovered.  That  is 
our  sole  chance ;  I  have  no  head  for  calculating  chances,  but  still 
less  for  computing  what  good  may  arise  out  of  folly,  mischief,  and 
wickedness. 

There  has  been  more  than  one  negotiation  for  partial  changes* 
and  on  very  difiEerent  foundations.  Lord  Rockingham  at  the  very 
moment  that  the  public  thought  him  more  than  leaning  towards  the 
Ministers,  took  llie  opportunity  of  reading  a  very  explicit  lecture 
against  them  in  the  closet  At  this  instant  (June  23rd)  I  think  it 
much  more  likely  that  the  Parliament  will  be  soon  dissolved^ 
trusting  to  the  terror  spread  by  the  late  tumults  that  none  but  good 
Catholics  will  be  returned.  The  army  no  doubt  will  be  retained  at 
the  head- quarters,  unless  France  should  call  it  o£P,  which  does  not 
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seem  probable.  Lord  Mansfield  will  have  canrage  to  coin  what  law 
he  pleases,  while  the  House  of  Lords  is  guarded  by  Dragoons ;  and 
the  GhanoeUor,  whom  all  sides  blindly  ooncur  in  crying  up  to  the 
skies,  has  spirit  enough  of  his  own  to  execute  any  enterprise  to 
which  he  shall  be  commanded ;  and  is  as  ready  as  Manpeou  to 
annihilate  pariiaments,  if  timidity  and  canning  did  not  prefer 
voting  despotism  to  lay  aside  votes. 

I  could  expatiate  on  many  particulars  of  this  letter,  if  we  were 
together.  More  I  shall  not  biow  beyond  the  information  of  the 
newspapers,  for  I  shall  scarce  look  at  London  this  summer.  One  sees 
there  nothing  but  the  royal  wish  realised,  red  and  blue  ooats ;  who- 
ever makes  his  court  makes  a  campaign.  I  was  not  bom  to  be  a 
courtier  or  a  soldier.  There  u  no  hope  left  for  an  "RngiiAman  I 
one  can  expect  but  to  be  laid  prostrate  by  France  or  to  be  enslaved 
at  home ;  perhaps  both,  though  France  does  not  seem  to  see  all  her 
advantages.  We  have  contributed  nine  parts  in  ten  to  our  own 
ruin ;  like  us  she  set  out  with  vapouring  and  has  peifonned  as  little. 

How  despicable  must  both  Ibgland  and  France  wpfwx  to  those 
active  monopolisers  of  usurpati<m,  the  sovereigns  of  Prus8ia»  Bussia, 
and  Germany !  Spain  is  still  more  contemptible,  who  enters  into  a 
quarrel  against  its  will,  and  is  content  with  beating  its  head  against 
tiie  rocks  of  Gibraltar,  but  France  at  least  has  a  harvest  to  come ; 
she  cannot  have  forgotten  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris,  and 
never  wants  a  Lord  Bolingbroke  or  a  Lord  Bute  to  negotiate  for  our 
shame,  when  she  is  tired  of  war.  Lord  Mansfield  no  doubt  hopes  to 
live  to  thatdear  hour,  and  see  Lord  Stormont  return  to  Paris  to  sign 
our  last  cession  of  Empire. 

I  send  this  letter  to  town  by  a  servant,  and  shall  beg  Mr.  Ston- 
hewer  to  convey  it  to  you  by  the  coach  or  waggon.  I  have  not 
heard  a  syllable  of  news  this  week :  events  must  seek  me,  for  I  shall 
not  inquire  after  them,  and  what  signifies  writing  conjectures  or 
reflections  P' 

'  TO  TBI  HOV.  BOKAOI  WAliPOLl. 

Dba&  Bib,  Atttm,  Jmtp  IS;  17S0. 

I  HATB  been  s  tour  Into  the  north  (for  yov  know  I  im  in  the  weet)  tny  time  theie 
■Iz  weekt,  and  though  yonr  letters  were  dnly  forwarded  to  me,  I  poitponed  answerins 
them,  at  I  oonld  onlj  send  yon  back  refleetlona  on  the  ihoeking  acenea  yon  mn 
witneaa  to^  which  yon  mnat  hate  made  better  on  the  ipot  Amongal  all  my 
aeqnaintanoe  I  know  not  abore  two^  beaidea  yonraelt  who  agreed  with  me  from  the 
first  of  the  impropriety  of  introdadng  that  Bill  which  waa  the  eanse  of  the  tnmnlt; 
and  I  tnist  that  nothing  whidi  has  been  said  either  by  my  Lord  Chancellor  (Thnriow]  or 
the  Right  Bererend  Bench  has  led  nsto  change  our  opinion.  I  shall  aa  soon  belle?e,wilh 
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1941.    TO  THS  BABL  OF  HABOOUBT. 
Mt  Lobo,  [1780.] 

Though  I  fhink  myself  so  inoonsiderable  a  man,  that  it  would  be 
impertineiit  to  give  an  account  of  my  conduct  to  the  public;  yet,  as 
I  should  be  most  unhappy  to  lie  under  any  suspicion  in  the  eyes  of 
my  friend  of  acting  or  being  silent  from  mercenary  yiews  in  the 
present  most  serious  moment ;  I  dedare  that  my  reasons  for  not 
a|^)eaiing  in  Westminster  Hall  and  signing  a  petition  to  Parliament 
far  a  ineoetmry  and  effectual  reform  of  the  expendikire  ofpubUe  moneiff 
are  not  from  disapprobation  of  the  measure,  or  from  a  wish  that  so 
salutary  a  measure  should  miscarry,  or  tram  the  least  disposition  to 
court  &your  anywhere,  or  with  any  party ;  the  last  of  which  mean 
and  interested  views  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  whole  tenor  of 
my  life,  and  shall  never  stain  the  small  remaining  part  of  it 

But  the  reason  of  my  not  signing  such  petition  is,  that  possessing 
nothing  but  sinecure  places,  I  must  consider  myself  rather  as  a 
remote  object  of  the  reformation,  than  as  a  proper  person  to  demand 
it.  To  petition  for  the  abolition  of  sinecure  places,  and  to  hope  not 
to  be  included  in  the  reduction,  would  be  unworthy  of  a  man.    To 

Sir  Thomas  MiUa,  that  Mr.  Maikall,  whom  I  nerer  saw,  was  a  rioter,  and  that 
I  could  swear  to  him  at  tach,  at  that  in  these  times  such  a  Bill  was  expedient. 

Howerer,  it  has  giTen  Qorernment  a  fair  handle  to  proceed  bj,  and  the  spee<%h 
I  hare  jost  read  shows  me  they  will  proceed  by  it.  I  cannot  take  the  compliment  yon 
make  us  Associators,  of  the  Duke  of  iiicbmond  being  our  coadjutor,  so  cordially  as  yon 
may  expect  I  should.  It  is  certain,  when  the  Committee  deputies  met,  that  persons 
sent  by  him  ooessioned  an  alteration  in  the  form  of  onr  Association,  which  many  of  as 
think  is  for  the  worse,  and  yet  after  Uiat»  he  in  leas  than  two  months'  time,  brings  a 
bill  into  the  House  which  goes  further  than  the  warmest  of  us  would  erer  hare 
attempted  to  hare  gone.  But,  in  short,  I  see  so  much  inooneluslreness  on  aU  sides, 
that  I  find  myself  obliged  to  abide  by  my  own  opinions,  merely  beeanse  th^  hare 
been  my  old  opinions ;  and  I  act  no  other  part  under  the  mini»trationof  Lord  North 
than  I  should  hare  done,  had  an  opportunity  offered,  under  that  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  and  should  do  again  were  there  to  be  an  administration  under  my  Lord 
BockinghMn.  How  iar  am  I  to  congratulate  on  the  Ko)al  fraternal  reconciliations  1 
I  fisncy  not  much  if  a  Court  bird  (a  little  lame  or  so),  which  I  hate  lately  heard,  sings 
a  tme  song.    Tell  me,  howerer,  and  Til  prepare  my  eonffraiulaUo  AMamea, 

1  sincerely  hope  yon  wiU  continue  your  most  agreeable  Historico-politioo-Utterario 
Gazettes;  they  ms^e^y  principal  entertainment  at  this  distance  from  town,  and 
if  1  do  not  tlumk  yon  for  them  so  frequently  ss  I  ought,  blame  me  not  on  that  seore: 
a  man  that  has  nothing  but  half  pension  to  pay  with,  must  tire  a  perKm  that  waits 
till  he  changes  a  guinea.  BelisTe  me  at  all  times,  eren  times  wotm  than  the 
preienty 

Tour  most  obliged 

And  faithful  humble  serrant, 

W.  Masov. 
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say  I  was  ready  to  resign  mine,  would  be  hypocritic  ostentation  [for 
no  man,  I  beUeve,  is  ready  to  part  with  his  whole  inoome],  and 
would  be  a  hardship  on  others  in  the  same  predicament,  who  should 
be  unwilling  to  offer  the  same  saorifioei  and  would  be  honester  m^ 
as  more  sinoere. 

The  line  of  conduct,  therefore,  that  I  think  the  most  decent  for 
me  to  take,  is  to  be  totally  silent,  and  submit  myself  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  legislature  of  my  country,  and  to  be  content  with 
what  in  its  wisdom  it  shall  decide  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  I 
hold  nothing  firom  personal  merit  or  services,  and  must  not  complain 
if  my  ease  and  comforts  are  diminished  for  the  public  good.  But 
I  cannot  in  conscience  sign  a  request  for  the  abolition  of  the  places 
of  others,  who  hold  them  by  law,  as  I  do  mine,  and  who  are  more 
worthy  of  them  than  I  am  of  mine.  Neither  can  I  demand  the 
abolition  of  places,  not  held  for  Ufe,  but  the  possessors  ci  which  are 
more  useful  members  of  society,  haye  smaller  incomes  than  mine, 
and  execute  more  business  than  I  do,  who  execute  none — for  I  must 
spoak  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth.  It  would  be  a  great  want  of 
feeling  and  of  generosity  in  me,  to  desire  that  any  man  should  be 
discarded,  who  is  remoyable  at  pleasure,  because  nothing  but  a  new 
law  can  remove  mc  firom  my  place. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lord,  it  is  no  selfishness  or  change  in  my 
principles  that  makes  me  decline  signing  the  petition.  I  shall  die 
in  the  principles  I  have  ever  invariably  professed.  My  fortune  may 
be  decreased  or  taken  away ;  but  it  never  shall  be  augmented  by  any 
employment,  pension,  or  favour,  beyond  what  I  now  enjoy  by  the 
gift  of  my  feither  alone.  I  have  more  than  I  can  pretend  to  deserve; 
and  I  beg  your  Lordship,  in  whose  incorruptible  integrity  I  have 
the  firmest  confidence,  to  produce  this  testimony  under  my  own 
hand,  if  ever  I  deviate  firom  what  I  have  here  profossed.  And  I 
will  flatter  myself  that  if  your  Lordship  should  hear  me  suspected, 
trom  not  signing  any  petition,  of  having  swerved  from  my  principles, 
you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  defend  me  firom  that  imputation.  My 
character  cannot  be  safer  than  in  your  Lordship's  hands,  and  in 
them  I  beg  leave  to  deposit  it — for,  as  next  to  the  imputation  of 
being  mercenary,  I  dread  the  charge  of  vanity,  I  entreat  that  this 
letter  may  not  be  made  public.  I  am  of  too  little  consequence  to 
give  myscdf  airs  of  clearing  my  conduct  before  it  is  censured ;  and 
am  so  obscure  a  man,  that  I  may  never  be  mentioned ;  and  there- 
fore I  will  certainly  not  thrust  myself  upon  the  public  eye  from  self- 
conceit  and  with  an  unnecessary  parade,  which  I  despise.    Allow 
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me  fhe  honour  of  ohooBing  jroor  Lordahip  for  my  oonfessor,  and  with 

leaying  my  eonsoienoe  in  your  trust    I  am  rcmdy,  with  the  utmost 

submission  to  the  laws  of  my  country,  to  take  my  fate  with  others 

in  whatever  shall  be  decided.    I  ask  no  feiyour  or  partiality ;  I  am 

entitled  to  none ;  I  have  no  merits  to  plead — ^but  I  cannot  think  it 

would  become  me  to  be  at  once  a  petitioner,  and  a  party  petitioned 

against    I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  Hie  highest  esteem,  my 

Lord* 

Your  Lordship's 

Most  obedient  humble  serrant, 

HoRAGB  Walpole. 


INS.    TO  THE  REY.  WILUAII  COLE. 

SUrawberrp  HiU,  /ii/y  4, 1780. 

I  ANSWER  your  letter  the  moment  I  receive  it,  to  beg  you  will  by 
no  means  take  any  notice,  not  eyen  indirectly  and  without  my  name, 
of  the  *  Life  *  of  Mr.  Baker.  I  am  earnest  against  its  being  known 
to  exist  I  should  be  teased  to  show  it  Mr.  Gtough  might  inquire 
about  it — ^I  do  not  desire  his  acquaintance ;  and  above  all  things 
I  am  determined,  if  I  can  help  it,  to  have  no  controversy  while  I 
live.  You  know  I  have  hitherto  suppressed  my  answers  to  the 
critics  of  *  Bichard  III.'  for  that  reason :  and  above  all  things,  I 
bate  theologic  or  political  controversy  —  nor  need  you  fear  my 
disputing  with  you,  though  we  disagree  very  considerably  indeed 
about  Papists  and  Presbyterians.  I  hope  you  have  not  jret  sent  the 
manuscript  to  Mr.  Lort,  and,  if  you  have  not,  do  entreat  you  to  efface 
undecipherably  what  you  have  said  about  my  *  Life '  of  Mr.  Baker. 

Pray  satisfy  me  that  no  mention  of  it  shall  appear  in  print  lean 
by  no  means  consent  to  it,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  prevent  it  Yours 
sincerely. 

1848.    TO  aER  HORACE  MAKIT. 

Berkdeif  Sqmurt,  July  6, 1780. 

If  I  did  not  think  that  you  have  a  satisfaction  in  hearing  from 
me,  and  were  not  unwilling  to  grow  remiss  after  a  perseverance  of 
forty  years.  I  should  be  disposed  to  devolve  on  your  nephew  the 
function  of  sending  you  intelligenoe.  In  good  truth,  I  am  ashamed 
of  the  office.    We  make  a  ridiculous  figure  in  every  light :  there  is 
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110  dignity  or  oonfflstenoe  anywhere.  The  GtoTemment^  the  Pariia- 
ment»  the  parties,  or  rather  Ihe  fiwtioiii,  or  rather  their  fraotioofl^  do 
and  nndoi  oroas  over  and  figure  in,  and  seem  to  hare  neither  plan 
nor  object  The  inooherenciea  of  the  bat  six  months  oonld  only  be 
described  by  a  person  accustomed  to  draw  out  dances  for  the  stege. 
In  December  the  tide  ran  into  petitions  and  associations :  the  House 
of  Commons  voted  the  danger  <^prerogatiye»  unvoted  it  again,  were 
for  satisfying  the  petitionerB»  and  then  did  not  give  them  a  crumb 
of  bread :  then  we  were  alarmed  with  Popery,  and  the  town  was 
set  on  fire :  next,  we  were  to  revise  toleration, — that  was  changed 
for  new  precautions  against  increase  of  Papists :  then  our  Lords  the 
Bishops  were  for  tolerating  Popery,  because  it  was  decreasing :  then 
the  Chancellor  declared  he  had  always  disliked  the  indulgence ;  but^ 
in  contradiction  to  the  &vourerB  of  it,  would  himself  &vour  their 
educating  their  children:  and  then — ay,  then, — ^the  new  bill  of 
regulations  was  thrown  out,  nobody  knows  why  or  wherefore.  If 
you  can  make  head  or  tail  of  all  this,  you  are  wiser  than  1 1 

The  next  chapter  is  that  of  the  rioters,  whose  trials  are  begun. 
A  score  have  been  tried,  and  most  of  them  condemned.  They  are 
apprentices,  women,  a  black  girl,  and  two  or  three  escaped  convicts. 
And  these  Catilines,  without  plan,  plot,  connection,  or  object,  threw 
a  million  of  inhabitants  into  consternation,  burnt  their  houses  about 
their  ears,  besieged  the  Parliament,  drove  it  to  adjourn  for  ten  days, 
and  have  saddled  the  capital  with  ten  thousand  men;  and  still 
terrify  us  so  dreadfully,  that  we  dare  not  dismiss  two  camps  at  our 
gates,  lest  a  Negro  miss,  and  her  regiment  of  street-walkers,  should 
overturn  the  State.  Not  a  Frenchman,  not  an  American,  appears  to 
have  had  a  finger  in  a  single  outrage.  Oh !  we  are  a  magnanimous 
people!  and  Europe  must  wait  with  awe  for  the  result  of  this 
campaign  of  bonfires !  I  am  so  ashamed  of  this  (kruntemeni  of  a 
tragedy  that  was  horrible  to  behold  from  the  number  of  confiagra- 
tions,  and  which  becomes  ridiculous  when  one  perceives  how  easily  it 
might  have  been  prevented  or  suppressed,  that  I  shall  beg  to  be 
excused  from  saying  any  more  upon  it,  and  shall  change  it  for  a 
private  subject,  that  is  very  agreeeable  to  me;  and,  when  the 
public  stands  in  a  contemptible  light,  domestic  events  rise  in 
importance. 

Lord  Egremont,*  who  has  for  some  time  been  in  love  with  my 

*  Oeoigt  O'Brien  Windbim,  tliird  Eari  of  EgreniOBt,  born  1761,  died  1887.  Tte 
Eeri  WM  a  greet  eneovrager  of  the  English  School  of  Painting  and  Scalptare.— 
CuiiniiaHAM. 
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nieoe  Lady  Maria  WaldegraYe,  the  Dndiess's  seecmd  daughter,  has 
at  last  had  an  audience,  and  demanded  her.  He  is  eight-and-tweniy, 
is  handsome,  and  has  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  a  year. 
You  may  imagine  he  was  not  rejeoted  by  either  mother  or  daughter. 
The  daughter,  with  a  charming  person,  is  less  beautlfiil  than  either 
of  her  sisters,  though  more  liked  by  most  men.  She  has  spirit,  a 
great  deal  of  wit,  and  the  sagacity  and  good-sense  of  her  father,  with 
constant  good-humour  and  oheerfiilness.  We  are  all  happy  with  this 
alliance,  and  Lord  Egremonf  s  family  shows  general  sati^hction.  I, 
who  liye  to  see  so  many  strange  events,  did  not  expect  formerly  that 
Sir  WilUam  Windham's  *  grandson  would  many  Sir  Robert  Walpole's 
great-grand-daughter,  to  the  equal  content  of  both  houses.  The 
Duke  and  Duchess,  with  the  little  Prince  and  Princess,  the  bride,  her 
sisters.  Lady  Egremont^*  and  her  son  the  bridegroom,  were  all  at 
Ranelagh  together  last  nighi  I  satisfied  myself  with  seeing  them 
at  Gloucester-house  before  they  went.  The  company,  I  hear,  were 
pleased  with  this  exhibition;  and,  in  truth,  it  was  worth  seeing. 
The  Duchess's  beauty  still  marks  her  as  the  principal  object  But 
is  not  my  letter  like  one  of  Shakespeare's  historic  plays — ^insurrec- 
tions, a  marriage,  trials,  a  Court-pageant? — ^It  is  amusement  to  one 
who  looks  on  all,  as  I  do,  with  ti-anquil  eyes,  and  whose  plan  it 
certainly  nerer  was  to  be  included  in  any  royal  drama.  It  was  one 
of  Fortune's  caprices,  who  lores  to  throw  her  vanities  into  the  lap  of 
one  who  never  stirred  an  inch  to  seek  or  meet  them.  To-morrow  I 
shall  return  alone  to  my  little  hill;  pleased  that  my  family  are 
happy,  but  mourning  for  the  disgraces  of  England.  A  little  while, 
and  England  and  my  fiEmuly  will  be  no  more  my  care ! 


ISM.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLUH  MASON. 

IE»nmibeirpHill,  July  IS,  1790. 

As  my  gazettes  owed  their  whole  fund  of  merit  to  my  being  in 
London,  and  to  your  being  in  the  North  West,  with  the  sole  though 
uncommon  appendix  of  my  teUing  you  nothing  but  what  I  believe 

1  Sir  Williftin  Windham,  ChaooeUor  of  the  Bzehoqner  ai  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Qaeen  Anne,  waa  a  principal  leader  of  the  Oppoeition  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole.-^ 
Walpoli. 

*  AUcia,  daughter  of  Lord  Carpenter,  Coonieia'Dowager  of  Bgranoni.  She 
married  aeeondly  Ooont  Bmhl,  Miniiter  from  Saxony,  and  wai  Lady  of  the 
Bedchamber  to  Queen  Chariotte.— Wai«ou. 
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true,  or  tdKng  yoa  anything  more  Imt  as  report;  I  doii't  know 
irheilier  I  do  not  comply  too  literally  with  yoor  request  if  I  write 
when  I  oan  send  yon  neither  a  political  nor  a  liteniiy  gazette.  I 
scarce  erer  look  at  London — quid  Eomm  fadam  t  I  am  in  utter 
ignorance,  nay,  I  am  sore  there  is  nothing  new,  fot  Cambridge  was 
here  this  morning,  and  had  nothing  in  his  budget  of  more  importance 
than  the  Duke  of  Montagu's  being  set  out  for  Sootland,  which  you 
may  repay  by  infonning  me  when  Lady  Oonyers's  wet  nurse  arrives. 
The  notion  is  that  Lord  Gteoige  Gbrdon  is  not  to  be  tried 
Mr.  Oambridge  said,  ''if  not,  he  guessed  why;''  I  had  not  the 
curiosity  to  ask  him  what  he  guessed.  I  hare  buried  my  ouiiosity 
what  can  happen  that  is  worth  learning  I 

You  ask  me  if  you  shall  send  me  a  eongrahUaiio  Adomea — no 
not  unless  it  can  be  preceded  identically  in  every  particular  like  its 
predecessors,  by  a  htehm.  Your  lame  Urd  chirped  truly :  of  which 
hereafter. 

My  Court  is  busily  occupied  by  a  great  wedding ;  the  Duchess's 
[Gloucester's]  second  in&nta.  Donna  Maria,  is  going  to  be  married 
to  the  Conde  di  Egremoni'  If  s  he  is  grandson  of  Sir  William 
Windham,  and  descended  from  jHroud  duU  old  Somerset  I  flatter 
myself  their  children  will  be  dashed  with  loyalty,  pride,  andstupidity 
enough  (in  spite  of  Lady  Maria's  wit,  and  drops  of  Sir  Boberf  s 
blood)  to  fit  them  for  being  grandees  of  the  first  class  in  the  rising 
monarchy.  Don't  you  belieye  that  the  Bayarian  nobles  were  very 
Tain  of  tiieir  Eleehr  becoming  the  Emperwr  Charies  YIL,  though  it 
cost  him  his  dominions.  These  hjoneneals  will  present  my  going  to 
Malyem,  to  which  I  had  no  great  fancy,  especially  as  I  am  in  much 
better  health  than  I  was  last  summer. 

I  have  no  more  paragraphs  for  you  but  a  history  that  is  boih 
literary  and  political ;  no,  not  that,  but  exactly  of  the  gender  of  our 
late  polities ;  in  short  riotic.  You  must  know  an  embankment  is 
making  at  Bidhmond  for  drawing  barges,  for  the  benefit  of  the  City's 
trade.  It  encroaches  on  the  garden  of  Colman,  manager  of  tiie 
little  theatre  in  the  Haymarket.  He  cut  away  the  piles ;  the  City 
went  to  law  with  him  and  the  town  of  Bichmond,  and  cast  them, 
and  renewed  the  invasion.  On  Monday  eyening  Ccdman  hired  an 
Auoeiatian,  who  stormed  and  leyeUed  the  new  works,  and  knocked 
down  two  persons  who  opposed  them,  and   half-killed  one.    A 

^  TIm  ImI  JUUd  DoBM  Marift  tad  4kd  ubuiM^^Doiim  MsiU  mintod. 
i6th.  Not.  17S4,  Ctooige  Hsniy  Fitw>7,  Xwl  of  Koitoii,  aftorvaidi  (1811)  Diko  of 
QnAoii.    The  CoonioM  of  Buton  died  UA  Feb.  1 808.— Cumszxokam. 
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(Kmimittee  ci  tiba  CKtjr  amved  on  TkuBdajr  in  Iheir  barge,  and  (I 
snppoee  by  authority  of  Lord  Amb^ist  ooimtersigned  by  Lord 
Baflmxst)  seized  twenty  of  the  rioters,  and  now  bold  them  imprisoned 
on  board  flieir  floating  King's  benoh,  nnder  a  goard  of  the  militaiy, 
who  are  api^ed  to  all  sanees.  Lianew&roe<rfOolnian,  called  'The 
Manager  in  Distress,'  I  found  follier  day  the  portrait  of  Oambridge 
in  the  oharaoter  of  a  newsmonger,  teko  Uvea  abaui  twelve  mUeefrofn 
town.  I  wondered  tibis  was  so  speeiically  marked,  bat  he  dropped 
ttiis  morning  that  he  had  stared  off  the  nidsanoe  of  the  embankment 
on  his  side  of  the  river  (for  he  liyes  directly  opposite  to  Oolman)  by 
a  danse  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that  offiuioe  I  suppose  dragged 
him  on  the  stage;  whioh  is  a  Kttle  hard,  as  he  had  the  same  right  to 
fed  what  Oolman  so  much  resents,  and  he  is  truly,  I  mean  Oambridge. 
00  benevolent  and  inoffensiye  a  man,  that  his  little  foible  does  not 
deserve  such  treatment. 

When  diall  you  go  to  KunehamP  I  should  like  to  meet  you 
there,  I  expect  flandby  every  day,  who  is  to  attempt  Lady  IX's 
drawings  for  my  Flay  in  his  new  Aquatinta.  It  is  a  thousand  pities 
they  should  exist  only  in  one  septinity,  and  that  the  world  shodd 
have  no  idea  of  the  powers  of  her  genius  if  the  originals  should 
perish.*  Bartolozzi  has  executed  very  well  the  drawing  of  her  two 
daughters,  but  they  have  not  half  the  ingredients,  passions,  graces, 
horrors,  scenes,  expressions,  of  my  seven  pictures.  I  am  writing  in 
their  own  doset,  and  it  is  having  the  continence  of  Scipio  to  say  no 
more  about  them,  though  you  know  iiiem  so  well ;  but  how  infinitdy 
pleasanter  if  you  was  sitting  here  and  talking  fliem  over  I  What 
shadded  conversations  are  letters  when  one  gasps  for  eflhsion  I  you 
can  rhyme  your  sensations  and  stamp  iiiem  immortal,  and  gulp 
them,  and  ^ey  half  choke  me;  pray  breathe  for  me,  and  send 
me  something  to  hdp  me — es  &e  apofliecaries  say,— e]q)ectorate. 
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Had  I  knpwn  whither  to  direct,  I  should  not  have  waited  for  your 
ladyship's  oongratulatiops  (which  I  owed  you  on  Lady  Shdbume's 
delivery '),  but  diould  have  announced  Lady  Maria's  approaching 

*  TUb  mpfmUy  of  drawings  bj  Lftd j  Di,  in  ebony  and  gold  framei,  were  told  to 
Oolonol  Darner,  M.P.,  ai  the  Strawberry  Hill  lale,  fvf  18L  ISn— CmiiEnrapAlL 
'  Of  ibe  pneent  (1857)  Marqnia  of  Jjaosdowne. — OuranratAM. 
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coronet  It  his  many  agreeable  hcM  (after  some  ahadea).  Tlie 
best,  next  to  the  splendour,  is  the  satisfiEtction  whidi  all  Lord 
Egremonf  B  fiEonily  ezprees  on  the  oocaaion.  Lady  I!gremont»  Count 
Bruhl,  Mr.  Herberti  and  Lady  Elisabeth  have  been  preaented  at 
Olouoeeter  House ;  and  Mr.  Maraham  and  Lady  Franoes  are  coming 
to  town  on  purpoae.  You  will»  I  believe^  approve  that  having  full 
powers  to  treat  with  Lord  Egremont^  I  told  bun  the  Duchees  would 
leave  the  terms  to  him,  that  no  advantage  would  be  taken  of  his 
passion,  and  that  he  should  deoide  what  he  should  think  was  proper 
for  his  widow  and  the  Duchess's  daughter.  Lady  Egremont  very 
handsomely  told  me,  that  if  it  was  left  to  the  lawyers  they  would  be 
guided  by  her  jointnre,  which  is  but  two  thousand ;  but  as  the  times 
are  more  extravagant  and  more  dear  now,  she  thought  Lady  Maria 
ought  to  have  three.  It  is  pleasant  to  deal  in  this  way,  and  not 
commence  union  with  a  fiEonily  as  if  one  was  undennining  it ;  so 
now  I  am  to  have  Sir  William  Windham's  grandson  for  one  of  my 
numerous  nephews  I    I  believe  I  shall  live  to  be  the  world's  uncle. 

You  have  lost  your  neighbour,  Mrs.  Page,*  I  hear.  Madam,  and 
that  she  has  made  a  very  reasonable  Will,  and  dispensed  her  money 
pretty  equally  amongst  the  Howes. 

/Wy  IS. 

I  wrote  the  preceding  page  some  days  ago  on  receiving  your 
Ladyship's  last,  and  in  expectation  of  a  direction ;  but  it  is  arrived 
so  late,  that  it  has  made  dl  I  have  said  stale ;  however,  I  send  it,  aa 
it  teUs  you  what  relates  to  our  great  wedding;  except  that  my 
moderation  has  not  been  adopted,  but  the  jointnre  is  to  be  four 
thousand,  and  the  pin-money  one.  The  wedding  we  think  will  be  in 
about  three  weeks. 

I  am  glad  your  Ladyship  bathes  in  so  beautiful  a  prospect ;  ilioug^ 
I  think  the  Tritons  enjoy  a  better  when  you  bathe.  Glastonbury  I 
never  saw ;  the  Peter  Burrell,  the  proprietor,  I  suppose  is  either  the 
undo  of  Mr.  Burrell,  the  present  Lord  Oonsort  of  Willoughby,  or  he 
himself;  I  know  the  grand&ther's  name  was  Peter.  You  are  too 
hard,  I  think,  on  the  remarried  widower.  His  marrying  again  so 
soon  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  better  proof  of  his  love  for  his  last  wife, 
than  his  cree^tion  of  a  monument  for  her.  He  was  impatient  to  be 
as  happy  as  he  had  been.  It  requires  more  philosophy  to  venture  a 
second  time,  when  the  first  marriage  is  unprosperous.  Your  account 
of  the  bishop's  tomb  at  Glastonbury,  Madam,  seems  typical  of  what 

>  Tlie  Hott.  Mn.  Pftge,  reiki  of  Thomii  Page,  Eiq. ;  sad  aiuit  io  Lord  Yiieottaft 

Hove.-     CVIIUOBAH. 


1780.]  TO  THB  COUirTBSS  Of  0880ST.  «1» 

18  oomiiig.  The  bishop  was  lacked  into  flie  abbot^s  Idtdhen,  yoa  say, 
and  then  defiEiced  by  the  soldiers.  Abbots  mayhap  may  grow 
luxurious  on  flie  spoils  of  bishops,  and  the  army  complete  the 
depredation.    Most  of  the  present  Bench  desenre  such  a  fate. 

Your  Lady  Jacob  reminds  me  of  what  happened  to  mysolf  five- 
and-twenty  years  ago.  I  went  to  see  the  painted  glass  ot  Messing 
Ghurdiy  in  Essex,  and  dined  at  an  ale-house.  The  landlady 
entertained  me  with  fcm-mofe  of  ifr.  Oharh$,  just  as  if  I  had  known 
him,  and  was  much  surprised  I  had  never  heard  of  him.  He  was  a 
Mr.  Oharles  Luckyn,  a  younger  brother  or  uncle  of  the  late  Lord 
Orimsbm,  had  becm  dead  some  years,  but  had  been  the  Oeorge 
Selwyn  or  Hare  of  that  tillage— -such  is  hme  I  This  is  a  copy  in 
miniatnre  of  that  admirable  chapter  in  Yoltaire,  where  a  Ohinese 
goes  into  a  bookseller's  shop,  and  they  are  mutually  astonished 
at  each  oQier's  ignorance  of  the  great  names  in  their  di£Eerent 
regions. 

I  am  fereed  to  comment  your  paragraphs,  Madam,  fi>r  I  have 
nothing  to  send  you  in  return.  The  only  norelty  I  know,  is,  that 
we  haye  had  a  riot  of  our  own  at  Bidhmond,  where  an  embankment 
for  barge-horses  being  carried  before  Mr.  Colman's  (the  manager) 
garden  by  Qie  CSty,  he,  feeling  himself,  like  Agamemnon,  a  king  ot 
kings,  bdiared  with  equal  hauteur ^  and  levied  a  mob  to  destroy  the 
woiks,  which  they  did  with  hatchets  last  week  in  open  daylight 
The  City,  three  days  after,  sent  a  naval  force,  consisting  of  one  barge 
with  a  committee  on  board,  who  seized  thirteen  of  the  rioters,  and 
sent  them  to  London,  where  they  were  bailed;  but  ilie  barge  remains 
eiieamped  near  the  bridge,  according  to  the  precedent  in  London ;  yet, 
notwithstanding  the  terror  spread  through  Europe  by  the  camps  in 
the  two  parks,  and  by  the  barge  at  Richmond,  fifteen  Russian  men- 
of-war  are  arrived  at  Copenhagen,  and  are  expected  southwards,  with 
no  friendly  dispositions  towards  us.  But  what  signifies  any  credit 
we  lose  abroad,  while  we  are  all  puissant  at  home,  and  can  bestow 
the  diadem  of  Greenwich  Hospital  on  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  P  Is  not  it 
more  eligible  to  be  emperor  of  ten  miles  round  London,  than 
to  extend  our  empire  as  Lord  Chatham  did  from  the  Oronoooo  to 
Japan  P 

I  shall  conclude  this  rhaipsody  with  a  dismal  adventure  that 
liappened  to  me  yesterday.  The  door  opened,  and  Margaret  entered 
with  her  apron  spread  over  both  arms,  as  a  midwife  presents  a  child 
to  be  baptized,  and  bearing,  as  I  thought,  the  longest,  leanest,  naked 
babe  I  ever  beheld.    As  she  approached,  I  perceived  that  master  or 
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inuB  liad  no  head,  bat  a  Uoody  neok.  **  Heayens  I  **  said  I,  ^  what 
hare  you  got  there?''  '' A  friend  of  mine  has  sent  me  a  fietwn,  if  your 
honoar  pleases  to  aoeept  it"  **  For  Heaven's  sake,"  said  I,  ''  take  it 
away,  I  oonld  as  soon  eat  a  child : "  howeyer,  I  did  call  her  again^ 
and  begged  her  pardon  for  haying  treated  her  present  so  bmtaliy ; 
but  one  must  haye  been  a  eaanibal  to  haye  oyer  borne  the  sight  of  it 
again. 

The  Duchess  [of  Olouoester]  told  me  to-nigfat»  at  the  Payilions> 
that  your  aunt  is  going  to  carry  her  grandson  abroad,  and  takes  the 
two  Misses  Yemmi,  and  not  her  niece  Dorothea.'  Whenoe  oomea 
that  dereliotion  P 

I  am  sorry  I  haye  no  ta}ent  for  Piscatory  Edogues,  since  your 
fishermen  are  so  poUshed  and  harmonious,  and  their  fish-wiyes  sooh 
flageolets.  Eelinda  and  Salmonia  would  be  musical  names,  and 
Turbotto  and  Jan  Dorado  ot  no  harsh  sound;  but  you  say,  trAsii  yon 
eHmb  the  hilh — alas  I  I  can  dimb  still  less  than  write  poetry— oh  I 
on  looking  again  at  your  Ladyship's  desoriptian,  I  see  I  hmye  made 
a  mistake,  and  that  you  ask  not  what  Mr.  Burrell,  but  what  Mr. 
Bladen  is  proprietor  of  Glastonbury.  In  truth,  I  know  not— I  know 
/  am  proprietor  of  the  chair  of  Johannes  Arttarua  the  monk  of 
Glastonbury,  and  once  made  the  present  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
£Gomwallis]  sit  in  it  at  breakfiEist.;  but  I  will  reserye  it  now  for  a 
real  abbot.  It  is  too  much  honour  for  a  renegade.  If  the  pope 
sends  us  a  genuine  Austin,  well  and  good. 

I  do  now  expect  all  Martinioo  ships  safe  in  Torbay — ^not  because 
Sir  Hugh  is  president  of  crippled  sailors,  but  because  Vemu  crta 
mari  mareprwiai  ewUi. — Good  nighty  Madam  t 


ISiS.    TO  SIR '  HOSAOB  MAHV. 

Beridtif  Square,  /tc^  84, 17SC. 

I  BECETVED  yours  of  June  30th,  and  haye  this  moment  got  that 
of  the  8th  of  this  month,  which  teUs  me  how  opportunely  mine 
appeared  to  disperse  M.  de  Barbantan's  fictitious  yisions.  It  will  be 
fortimate  if  I  am  able  hereafter  to  contradict  the  superstructure  he 
shall  raise  on  the  junction  of  the  fleets  of  Bourbon,  to  the  amount 

1  Dorothea  WroUetley,  manrtod,  1780,  Banm  KataMiw,  Miniiter  ttom  HMt 
Cftssel,  sanriTed  her  hoshand,  aod  died  2nd  Oct  1822.  She  waa  the  daughter  of  fier. 
R.  Wrotteslej  and  Lady  Mary  LeTeaon  Qower,  oonaeqvently  nieee  to  Qertmde^ 
DochMi  of  Bedforl^B.  Ynaov  Siiica, 
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of  thirty-six  safl,  in  the  West  Indies ;  wherei  I  doubt.  Sir  George 
fiodney  is  far  from  superior.  We  entertain  some  visions  too ;  and, 
sinoe  flie  reduction  of  Ghaileston,  look  on  Amerioa  as  at  our  feet 
We  reckon,  too,  on  Spain's  desertion  of  the  family  compact ; — but 
the  junction  of  iiieir  fleets  is  no  capital  confirmation.  I  do  know 
that  we  have  fiEdlen  away  extremely  by  living  on  such  airy 
sustenance.  For  these  three,  or  four,  or  five  years,  we  have  dined 
on  meals  to  come,  and  had  little  to  pick  but  the  bones  of  provisions 
we  have  lost  As  I  have  nothing  new  to  communicate  or  announce 
in  tiie  political  line,  I  am  glad  to  quit  so  disagreeable  a  theme. 

I  cannot  control  your  ingenious  plea  against  the  ex-pasU/aeto  law 
that  I  shotdd  wish  to  establish,  on  tiie  occasion  of  a  second  present 
that  you  are  sending  me — or  rather  a  thousandth  present ;  but  I  do 
eamestiy  beg  it  may  be  the  last.  Mr.  Morrice  is  confined  at  Paris 
by  the  gout,  or  at  least  was  when  I  heard  of  him ;  so  I  cannot 
particularise  my  thanks  yet :  though,  the  more  I  like  what  he  brings 
me,  the  less  I  shall  be  able  to  refrain  from  scolding  you.  You 
deserve  tiiat  I  should  serve  you  as  Mrs.  Bracegirdle,  the  vestal 
actress,  treated  the  old  Lord  Burlington,'  with  whom  he  was  in  love 
in  vain.  One  day  he  sent  her  a  present  of  some  fine  old  china.  She 
told  the  servant  he  had  made  a  mistiake ;  that  it  was  true  the  letter 
was  for  her,  but  tiie  china  for  his  lady,  to  whom  he  must  carry  it 
Lord  I  the  Countess  was  so  full  of  gratitude  when  her  husband  came 
home  to  dinner !  Observe,  after  the  ex-paat-facU}  crystal,  the  next 
munificence  goes  to  Linton'  a  la  Bracegirdle;  and  I  do  not  think  I  am 
very  modest  to  begin  only  then. 

I  must  notify  the  rupture  of  our  great  match,  which  I  announced 
in  my  last  Lord  Egremont,  who  proves  a  most  worthless  young 
fellow,  and  is  as  weak  and  irresolirte.  Has  bdiaved  with  so  much 
neglect  and  want  of  attention,  that  Lady  Maria  heroically  took  the 
resolution  of  writing  to  the  Duchess,  who  was  in  the  country,  to 
desire  her  leave  to  break  off  the  match.  The  Duchess,  who  had 
disliked  the  conduct  of  her  friiore  son-in-law,  but  could  not  refuse 
her  consent  to  so  advantageous  a  match,  gladly  assented ;  but  the 
foolish  boy,  by  new  indiscretion,  has  drawn  universal  odium  on 
himsdf.    He  instantly  published  the  rupture,  but  said  nothing  of 


>  Charlei,  Earl  of  Burlington,  Ikther  of  the  arehiteet  Bari.  He  died  9tli  Fell. 
1708-4.  Hii  wife  waa  Jnliana  Noel,  sole  daughter  and  heir  to  Henry  Noel,  of  North 
LuiTenham,  in  Rntlandahire. — CmnruroBAM. 

*  The  aeat^  in  Kent,  of  Sir  Horaoe*i  nephew. — Cusmoiobail. 
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Lady  Maria's  haying  been  the  first  to  declare  off;  and  thus  everj- 
body  thinks  he  broke  off  the  matoh,  and  condemns  him  ten  times 
more  than  would  hare  been  the  case  if  he  had  told  the  truth,  ihou^ 
he  was  guilty  enough  in  giTing  the  provocation.  We  are  all  charmed 
with  the  sense  and  spirit  of  my  nieoey  who  would  not  risk  so  probable 
a  chance  of  unhappiness,  though  the  fortune  was  so  great,  and  she 
oould  not  dislike  his  person.  Still  these  three  charming  girls  inherit 
more  of  their  mother's  beauty  than  of  her  fortune.  Each  has  missed 
one  of  the  first  matches  in  this  country;  Lady  Laura  Lord 
Carmarthen,'  Lady  Maria  Lord  Egremont,  Lady  Horatia  the  Duke 
of  Ancaster,  after  each  had  proposed  and  been  accepted !  The  fiate 
of  young  women  of  quality  is  hard :  in  other  countries  they  are  shut 
up  till  their  parents  have  bargained  for,  without  consulting,  them; 
here  they  are  esqposed  to  the  addresses  of  erery  coxcomb  that  has  a 
tide  or  an  estate  to  warrant  his  impertinence. 

The  trial  of  Lord  George  Gk>rdon  is  put  off  till  Noyember — ^I  do 
not  know  why.  Dissatisfaction  grows  again  on  the  continuance  of 
the  camps,  and  on  the  numbers  of  boys  that  haye  been  executed  for 
the  riots ;  for  the  bulk  of  the  crimmals  are  so  young,  that  half  a 
dozen  schoolmasters  might  haye  quashed  the  insurrection.  There 
does  not  appear  to  haye  been  the  least  connection  or  concert  between 
the  seyeral  mobs ;  nor  any  motive  in  them  but  a  sudden  impulse  of 
mischief,  actuated  by  the  contagion  of  example  and  encouraged  by 
the  inactivity  of  all  gradations  of  Government  The  Ministers  did 
nothing  to  prevent  or  stop  the  tumult ;  the  justices  of  peace  shrunk ; 
the  courts  of  justice  thought  of  shutting  up  shops ;  the  House  of 
Lords  adjourned,  and  so  did  the  House  of  Oommons,  even  after  the 
worst  was  past  A  capital  blazing,  and  held  in  terror  for  a  week  by 
so  contemptible  a  rabble,  will  not  teU  well  in  story  I  I  pity  our 
future  historians,  who  will  find  plenty  of  victories  in  our  gazettes,  and 
scarce  anywhere  else  I    Adieu  I 

*  Son  of  the  Dake  of  Leeds  [VoL  il  p.  15,  and  toL  TiL  p.  154].  The  maniage  waa 
broken  off,  the  Dake  not  being  able  to  make  an  adequate  proTidon;  Lord  CSarmaiihen 
buTing  children  bj  his  first  wifo,  on  whom  the  whole  estate  was  settled.  The  Dake 
of  Ancaster  died  Jost  as  the  marriage  was  determined  apon.  Lady  Lanra  was  aiier> 
wards  married  to  her  fixit^nsin.  Lord  Chewton,  son  of  the  Sail  of  WaldegraTa.^ 

WaIiTOU. 
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mr.    TO  THE  OOUirTBSS  OF  08S0RT. 

Awg.  1,  irao. 

YuuK  Ladyship's  last  letter  and  mine  might  have  curtsied  and 
bowed  on  the  road,  for  they  certainly  passed  each  other ;  nay,  they 
might  have  chatted  over  their  own  contents,  as  they  were  both  full  of 
the  same  sabject  I  shall  not  resume  it,  as  you  may  imagine  how 
thoroughly  I  must  be  tired  of  ii  I  will  only  add,  that  the  Duchess, 
however  offended,  had  antecedently  taken  such  an  aversion  to  her 
future  son-in-law,*  that  she  is  delighted  the  match  failed ;  and  I  will 
swear  that  the  abandoned  is  no  mourning  bride,  but  &r  more  gay 
than  during  his  preposterous  courtship.  Still,  I  allow  they  are 
unfortunate  girls  to  have  missed  so  many  splendid  marriages  as  they 
have  been  flattered  with.  They  are  like  the  prints  of  Edward  Y., 
and  have  had  coronets  hanging  over  their  heads  that  never  lighted 
on  theoL  Theyf  have  been  with  me  here  since  last  Friday,  and  on 
Monday  received  a  visit  that  gave  them  great  joy.  Their  heroic 
cousin  William'  arrived  before  any  of  us  came  down  to  break&st» 
and  I  made  them  keep  him  to  dinner.  They  could  not  receive  a 
proposal  with  more  modesty  than  he  did  my  compliments  on  his  late 
victory.  He  has  promised  to  dine  with  us  again  to-morrow ;  but 
did  not  forget  to  desire  I  would  make  his  compliments  to  your 
Ladyship  the  first  time  I  shotdd  write. 

Though  otir  story  has  made  so  much  more  noise,  it  is  not  touching 
and  melancholy  like  the  silent  one  your  Ladyship  tells  me  of  poor 
Mrs.  Byng.  I  remember  to  have  heard  at  the  time  that  Lord 
Torrington  was  the  sole  cause  of  his  brother's  ruin. 

I  find  my  materials  run  so  short>  that  I  shall  postpone  my  letter 
to  another  post  These  last  ten  days  have  been  totally  engrossed  by 
my  own  fkmily :  when  once  one  has  told  the  story,  it  is  not  &ir  to 
tease  others  with  impertinent  collateral  circumstances  that  are 
important  to  nobody  but  the  concerned. 

^  The  Bail  of  Egremont. — CuraxMOHAX. 

*  The  Hononimble  William  WaldegraTe,  Captain  B.  K,  eeoond  mh  of  John,  third 
Earl  of  WaldegraTO,  bj  Lady  SlLttbeUi,  fifth  daoghter  of  John  Lord  Gower 
Walpole  calls  him  the  '  haroie^'  at  he  had,  on  the  4th  of  Jnl j,  alter  a  hard  fight, 
eaptnred  and  bamt  the  French  frigate '  La  Capridciue.'  Captain  WaldegraTC  in  this 
action  commanded  Hii  ICi^es^i  ahip  '  La  Pmdente,'  henoe  the  name  of  Williani 
the  Phidank— Cunn«aAii« 
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William  the  Prudent  kept  his  word,  stayed  all  nig^t^  and  left  ns 
this  morning  before  break&st  I  do  not  wonder  his  consinessea  are 
so  fond  of  him :  if  he  is  Mars  at  sea,  hd  is  smoofh  as  a  calm  at 
land.  He  tells  ns  from  Navestock  that  the  Parliament  is  to  be 
difisolyed  next  week,  which  I  find  is  the  general  q>inion.  My  nieces 
leave  me  to-morrow,  and  are  to  be  woodland  nymphs  for  the  rest  of 
the  season.  I  shall  go  to  Park-place  next  week  for  a  few  days,  and 
perhaps  to  Nnneham,  if  the  Lord  and  Lady  are  there,  of  whioli  I  am 
not  certain ;  nor  shall  I,  if  there  is  a  general  election,  for  I  abhor 
hearing  details  of  elections. 

llie  Oonntess  Cowper  is  at  tke  point  of  death  with  a  cancer, 
is  all  the  news  our  region  furnishes. 
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BkrwDbarjf  HHk,  Aug.  8, 1780 

ToTJ  have  perhaps  heard,  or  at  least  seen  in  the  papers,  enough  of 
the  story  of  my  niece  Lady  Maria  and  Lord  Egremont,  not  to  be 
Imrprised  at  my  late  silence.  The  treaty  occupied  me  for  some 
time,  and  the  rupture  since.  Do  not  be  alarmea  ;  I  am  not  going 
to  suffocate  you  with  the  detail.  I  will  only  say  that  she  has 
behaved  with  a  good  sense,  spirit,  and  gentleness,  that,  except  the 
firsts  surprised  me;  and  she  blended  the  two  last  with  such 
charming  propriety,  that  nothing  but  perfection  in  the  first  could 
have  united  them  so  gracefully.  Her  lover  is  a  pitiful  object,  on 
whom  her  merit  would  have  been  deplorably  thrown  away. 

You  lost  nothing  by  my  silence.  Though  I  write  now,  I  have 
nothing  to  tell  you.  The  Parliament  Was,  I  believe,  to  have  been 
dissolved  to-morrow :  if  it  is  not,  1  Buppose  it  is  from  no  renewal  of 
love  between  dear  friends,  but  proceeds  either  from  the  sailing 
of  the  Spanish  Fleet,  or  from  fear  of  bad  news  from  the  West 
Lidies,  which  might  squeeze  a  little  lemoti  into  the  elections. 
A  leaf  of  laurel  no  bigger  than  one  shred  of  a  daisy  would  give 
wings  to  the  proclamation  that  lies  ready  to  fly. 

I  know  no  more  literary  than  political  news :  in  shorty  I  know 
nothing.  To-morrow  I  go  to  Park-plate,  and  did  intend  to  extend 
my  progress  to  Nuneham,  but  Lady  Jersey,  who  is  at  Bichmond 
with  Lady  Di  £eauclerk,  and  drank  tea  heie  yeaterday  emeoing, 
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tdd  DQLd  flu  Harediurte  aie  to  pqr  their  almtial  vint  to  Lord  Yemoa 
on  Thnnday.  Pray  tdl  me  when  you  are  to  be  at  Nuneham; 
I  efaould  libs  to  meet  yoa  there.  Lady  Jertey  says  the  plan  of 
alteration  of  the  house  is  laid  aside ;  ieuld  all  I  oonld  nnderstand 
was,  that  the  approach  to  the  house  is  to  be  ohanged ;  but  she 
is  too  fine  a  Lady  to  eiqplain  how  that  will  produce  their  being 
better  lodged. 

Ton  aiedesirsd  to  eoiffililde  th*t  1  cotdd  fill  the  redt  at  fliis  page 
with  a  oolleotion  of  phrases,  that  while  they  complained  of  want  of 
mattery  wsuH  display  great  iftgentdty  ih,  q^Bmng  a  loll  letter  out  of 
inanityi  or  Sf  you  iriUl  not  be  so  ooinj^aisanty  I  do  not  much  care. 
The  naked  trdih  is^  HM I  have  Hot  it  word  m<we  to  say.  If  yoo 
ttiink  I  might  as  well  not  haye  Written,  I  think  so  too ;  but  at 
least  it  proYBs  that  I  thought  on  you ;  and  it  provesi  too>  thai  in  the 
most  glorious  neign  in  ou^  annalsi  these  was  one  moment  in  which 
one  had  oothiiig  to  wmibeBdi 
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atrawberrp  HiU,  Aug.  16«  1780. 

Ko  wonder  you  were  charmed  with  Moont-Edgcambe,  Madam. 
Tou  have  described  it  justly  by  saying.  It  hm  Ow  beauties  of  aU 
other  places  added  to  pecuKar  beanMea  of  He  oym.  Tou  must  have  feli^ 
too,  for  its  Lord  and  Lady,  who  last  year  beheld  aboye  one  hundred 
anoient  oaks  growing  exactly  where  they  ought,  feUed  to  make  room 
for  a  battery  I  I  was  not  less  pleased  with  your  phrase  of  the  old 
gentlewoman's  cpen-armed  wxy  of  reeemng  you.  Tou  must  have 
been  touched  with  her  oordieJity,  when  you  express  it  eo  signifi* 
eantly,  for  you  have  given  a  picture  in  one  epithet,  that  is  more 
pathetic  than  a  description.  I  have  no  prospects,  no  adventures,  to 
send  your  Ladyship  in  return.  My  own  little  landscape  is  brown  and 
parched.  A  sultry  east  wind  has  reigned  for  eight-and-twenty  days, 
and  left  us  neither  grass  nor  leaves.  This  is  the  third  summer  that 
our  dimato  has  been  growing  as  Asiatic  as  our  Government ;  and 
the  Macphersons  and  Dalrymjdies,  I  suppose,  will  hail  the  epoch  of 
the  introduction  of  camels  and  dromedaries  in  Ueuof  fiocks  of  sheq>; 
yet  a  Bussian  fleet  ridii^;  in  the  Downs  is  a  little  drawback  on  our 
Ottoman  dignity. 

Lady  Barrymore  is  not  dead,  as  I  told  you.  Madam,  but  better. 
The  Parliament  too,  I  hear,  is  not  to  be  dissolved  till  next  month. 


4M 
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We  news-writen  oannot  always  warrant  cm  goods^  nor  are  fidsities 
a  discredit  to  the  prefeflBion.  Paragraphs  of  news  are  like  roasted 
chestnuts;  not  one  in  twenty  is  sound.  They  are  like  mottoes 
too,  wrapped  in  sugar,  which  everybody  breaks,  finds  nothing  worth 
reading,  and  yet  goes  on  craoking. 

I  was  not  so  much  misinformed  about  Miss  Ingnun's  mai^L 
Lord  William  is  gone  to  Temple-Newsham,  en  Jamilb,  and^  tiiej 
say.  Lady  Lrwin  is  to  pay  his  debts.  I  enlarge  my  qu.  instead  of 
effacing  it 

It  is  not  deoent  to  trouble  BSs  Majestjr's  postman  with  sndi 
a  serap  as  this,  filled  only  with  reeantatioiis  and  repetitions ;  and 
therefore  I  shall  resenre  it  till  the  wind  changes,  when  we  expect 
cargoes  of  norelties,  and  such  yietories  as  nottiing  but  a  new 
Parliament  is  worthy  of  hearing. 

If  the  Russian  squadron  happens,  like  other  felks,  to  insolt 
Plymouth,  I  suppose  you  will  go  to  see  it,  unless  the  very  names 
of  the  commanders  terrify  yon,  for  they  sound  as  if  selected  to 
affiront  us.  What  think  you.  Madam,  of  Oaptains  Cocufibof^ 
Boscarcuf^  Huncuff,  and  Mehiiciiff  P  I  wish  such  tremendous 
appellations  do  not  imprint  terror  enough  to  recall  the  camps  into 
the  two  Parks  I  They  are  at  least  as  terrible  as  the  schoolboys,  the 
black  maid,  and  tLe  serrant-girls  that  haye  been  hanged  for  obliging 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  adjourn,  and  for  burning  London 
about  the  Goyemmenf  s  ears. 

This  morning  I  made  my  annual  yioit  to  flie  Nor&,  and  was 
received  by  my  lady,  with  whom  I  found  that  superlative  jakanapes, 
Mr.  Eden.  He  flung  himself  upon  the  settee,  and  thence  distributed 
airs  of  protection,  as  far  as  was  consistent  wiHi  giving  himself  no 
sort  of  trouble.  The  contrast  was  perfect,  Lady  North  was  aU 
humility  and  civility;  the  commit  parvmiu  seemed  to  be  giving 
audience. 

Friday  nighty  l^Oi. 

I  dined  at  Ditton  to-day,  and  thou^  Lord  Beauchamp,  a  great 
news-merchant,  was  tliere,  I  did  not  learn  a  tittle.  We  have  had 
rain  and  a  west  wind,  but  as  it  is  again  turned  to  the  K.  E.,  we 
must  still  wait  for  the  fote  of  the  West  Indies ;  but  as  my  letter 
might  be  quite  stale— iio  I  I  think  it  ooald  not  be  less  interesting,  if 
it  lay  in  my  drawer  this  month — well,  it  shall  go.  One  cannot  be 
always  in  tiie  year  '69,  and  have  victories  firesh  and  fresh  for  every 
post-day.  We  have  camps  at  home,  instead  of  conquests  abroad, 
and  Lady  Amhersf  s  assemblies  on  the  parade,  in  lieu  of  French 
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cannon  in  Hyde  Park,  t  remember  an  old  ironio  song  of  [Dick] 
Estoourty  wiUi  this  passage : — 

How  with  bloody  French  xagt  lie  hM  Uttered  poor  Wertminiter-liaUf 

0  alorenly  John  Doke  of  Hailboroai^  I 

Future  Scotch  historians  will  have  no  occasion  to  decry  our  present 
commanders;  nor  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris  to  refund  our 
conquests  I  So  the  present  glorious  era  will,  at  least,  wipe  off  one 
national  reproach^  our  wofnl  talent  at  n^tiation.  Nobody  can 
say  Mr.  Eden  made  a  shameful  peace. 


19M.    TO  THE  COUKTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Strmoberr^  ffiO,  Wedmudoff,  Amq,  S8,  17S0. 

I  WENT  to  town  yesterday.  Madam,  and  arrived  just  time  enough 
to  learn  the  desolation  of  Jerusalem.  Our  whole  outward-bound 
fleets  for  East  and  West  Indies  are  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  as  in  a 
drag-net ;  though  they  are  not  reckoned  able  fishers.  Seven  com- 
panies of  General  Rainsford's  new  raised  troops  for  Jamaica,  and 
two  of  Lord  Madeod's,  and  two  Ordnance-ships  for  the  East,  are 
included  in  this  great  prize.  I  could  not  send  you  the  virgin 
account  in  time,  for  Lord  Macartney  told  me  your  Ladyship  had 
ordered  him  to  direct  his  letters  to  Ampthill,  and  that  you  diould 
stop  at  Bowood.  As  the  waters  are  so  troubled,  I  conclude  your 
host  will  resume  hi»  fishing-tackle.  The  Parliament,  it  is  now  said, 
will  not  be  dissolved.  The  pendulum  of  our  council  seems  to 
vibrate  very  irregularly. 

Li  the  evening,  I  went  to  Dr.  Graham's.'  It  is  the  most  impudent 
puppet-show  of  imposition  I  ever  saw,  and  the  mountebank  himself 
the  duUest  of  his  profession,  except  that  he  makes  the  spectators  pay 
a  crown  a-piece.  We  were  eighteen.  A  young  officer  of  the 
Guards  affected  humour,  and  tired  me  still  more.  A  woman, 
invisible,  warbled  to  clarinets  on  the  stairs.  The  decorations  are 
pretty  and  odd,  and  the  apothecary,  who  comes  up  a  trap-door,  for 
no  purpose,  since  he  might  as  well  come  upstairs,  is  a  novelty.  The 
electrical  experiments  are  nothing  at  all  singular,  and  a  poor  air- 
pump,  that  only  bursts  a  bladder,  pieces  out  the  £aroe.  The  doctor 
is  like  Jenkinson  in  person,  and  as  flimsy  a  puppet.  I  hope  his 
brother,  whom  Mrs.  Macaulay  married,  is  not  such  a  wooden  thing 
on  wires. 

>  An  iodelicaie  exhibition  at  Schomberg  Houae  in  Pftll  MalL^-GuMMOioBAii. 
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The  OoimteflB  Oowper  is  at  Isflt  daliTBr«d  from  her  misery.  She 
died  with  conmiinmate  eourage,  and,  at  the  eaiM  time,  with  the 
weakness  of  txying  to  conceal  the  canse  of  her  death.  I  have  heard 
no  particnhuBi  of  her  WilL  Ibelieye  she  had  little  to  bequeath,  nor 
has  given  bat  trifling  legacies  from  her  son.  This  is  an  important 
event  only  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  that  only  as  it  serves  for 
conversation.  If  you  correspond  wiih  a  villager,  you  must,  now  and 
then,  Madam,  take  up  with  our  gossipry. 

Another  on  our  list  of  burials  is  a  Sir  Patrick  Hamilton.  His 
history  is  curious.  He  has  an  estate  of  1800/.  a  year  in  Ireland, 
but  has  lodged  at  Twickenham  for  three  or  four  years,  watching 
impatiently  an  ancient  undo,  who  has  some  money.  The  old 
gentleman,  formerly  a  captain  in  the  Scotdi  Greys,  is  now 
eighty-eight,  but  as  beautiful  and  sleek  as  Meldusedec  when  he 
was  not  above  two  hundred,  and  he  walks  four  or  five  miles 
every  day,  and  looks  as  if  he  would  outlive  his  late  heir  for  a 
quarter  of  a  centnry  more.  Sir  Patrick  was  knighted  when  mayor 
of  Dublin.  His  lady  is  still  more  parsimonious.  In  his  mayoralty, 
he  could  not  persuade  her  to  buy  a  new  gown.  The  pride  of 
the  Hamiltons  surmounted  the  penury  of  the  Highlands.  He 
bought  a  silk  that  cost  five-and-fifty  shillings  a  yard,  but  told  his 
wife  it  cost  but  forty.  In  the  evening  she  displayed  it  to  some  of 
her  female  acquaintance.  ^  Forty  shillings  a  y aid  I  Lord,  Madam," 
said  one  of  them,  **  I  would  give  five-and-foity  myself.''  ''Would 
you.  Madam  P  You  shall  have  it  at  that  price.'''  Judge  how  Sir 
Patrick  was  transported,  when  he  returned  at  nighti  and  she 
bragged  of  the  good  bargain  she  had  made  I 

Mr.  Brown  [^Oe^MtbilUi/]  has  shown  me  his  designs  finr  improving 
Belvoir  Castle.  They  show  judgment»  and  wmU  be  magnificent 
I  asked  whence  the  funds  were  to  arise,  for  I  hear  the  Duke's 
[Rutland's]  exchequer  is  extremely  empty.  Sir  Sampscm  GKdeon 
follows  him  round  Cambridgeshire,  and  discharges  the  bills  his 
Grace  leaves  unpaid. 

I  have  been  writing  lettos  and  soliciting  votes  for  Lord  Macartney 
to  be  (Governor  of  Madras;  and  yet  can  scarce  wish  to  succeed:  yet 
there  is  merit  in  not  despising  twenty  thousand  a  year,  in  an  age 
when  commands  nver  Indian  mines  and  foreign  embassies  are 
thought  below  the  acceptance  of  the  beggars  at  Brookes's. 

>  Here  ii  the  original  of  the  itoiy  iold  of  Lord  and  Lady  Bdon  in  INrias'a  Lifk^ 
CuiamoBAjc 
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Lady  Sertfotd  haft  bronglit  me  a  'Moinix^  Post,'  in  which  an 
mighty  complimentis  to  iTle^^yea,  to  me.  This  ahows  the  value  of 
praise  and  abnse,  and  how  Jodii^ously  fliey  are  dispensed  I  The 
Duke  of  Bichmond,  the  living  temple  of  virtue,  is  flie  objeot  of 
calumny — ^I  of  eommendation  I  Tet  methinks  my  principles  do  not 
entitle  me  more  to  panegyric  from  a  pensioner  than  flie  Duke's.  It 
talks,  too,  of  my  extensive  learning,  which  always  makes  me  laugh 
— ^no  mortal's  reading  has  been  more  superficiaL 

I  heard  last  night  that  the  Russian  fleet  only  lifted  up  its  Icjg 
against  us,  and  is  returned ;  and  to-night  that  Lord  Yemen  is  dead. 
If  I  receive  no  orders  to-morrow  from  your  Ladyship,  I  shall  send 
this  to  AmpthilL  On  Monday  I  shall  go  for  two  or  three  days  into 
Kent  to  visit  «Mr.  Barrett,  and  see  Enowle  again,  and  some  other 
plaoesr 

flhJMiicffly. 

My  lady  says  nothing;  go  to  Ampthill,  letter  I 


last    70  THl  BBT.  WILLIAM  MAMK. 

Strtneherry  Hitt,  Aug.  24, 1780. 

Trb  glorious  campaigns  in  the  two  Parkc^  and  the  vengeance 


on  a  parcel  of  schoolboys  and  hoqsemaidsi  who  have  been 
executed  for  perfionning  a  rebellion,  that  was  suckled  for  a  week  by 
the  whole  Legislatinre,  and  by  the  Magistracgr  <^  I^ndon,  are  a  little 
obscured  already  by  the  entire  capture  of  our  Bast  and  West  Indian 
Fleets  by  the  SpMush  squadron,  under  the  nose  of  the  sentimental 
Dr.  Cumberland.  I  suppose  he  will  be  recalled  now  like  the 
illustrious  Stonumt  and  Bden,  ae  he  hae  executed  his  mission ;  for 
we  contrive  to  sand  proxies  to  reeeive  aflbontb  Ibe  first  Com- 
missioner of  the  Admiralty,  I  soppoee^  will  go  to  Portsmouth  to 
receive  a  box  of  the  ear  from  Captains  Huncuff  or  Crusanuff,  who 
seem  selected  by  Captain  Thomas  Mackensie,  one  of  the  Bussian 
Commanders,  to  insult  us  by  their  very  names.  He  perhaps  will  be 
invested  Aeftf  like  Lord  MatJeod  widi  ^  PcMA  iSter.  Apropos,  two 
companies  raised  by  the  latter  Laird  for  the  Bast  are  ti^en,  and 
two  ships  of  ordnanoe,  and  seven  of  General  Bainsford's  companies 
for  Jamaica. 

The  Parliament,  it  is  said,  and  believed,  will  not  be  dissolved. 
The  reason  assigned  is,  that  the  voters  in  the  Militia  cannot  be 
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spared  from  the  oamps  to  ehoose  a  new  Staodbg  Army  of 
Pariiament-men.  I  huny  oyer .  politiosy  whkh.  makes  one's  ink 
blush  till  it  is  red  ink ;  yet  I  haye  nothing  else  to  tell  yotu  I  go 
on  Monday  to  make  Tii.  Barrett  a  Tisit  in  Kent»'  and  shall  look 
again  at  Enowle. 

As  there  is  no  likelihood  of  a  general  eleetion,  nnlees  some 
miraoolons  yiotory  should  drop  out  of  the  olondsy  I  promise  myself 
that  yon  will  think  of  Nnnehun  inSeptember,  where  I  will  oertainly 
meet  yon,  if  yon  give  me  notioe.  Sandby  has  not  come  near  me, 
nor  does  even  Strawberry  furnish  a  paragraph ;  yet  when  I  see  yoa»  I 
shall  not  be  so  barren  as  I  seem  to  be,  thonghlhaye  sauntered  away 
the  whole  summer,  but  my  ears  have  not  la^  fiEdlow.    Adieu  I 
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Sirmwbenr^  HiU,  A^.  84»  17Sa 

I  HATE  waited  fbr  news  till  I  can  send  you  none  but  bad.  The 
Bussian  fleet  is  stalking  in  our  Ghanneli  and  our  own  East  and  West 
India  outward-bound  fleets  are  gobbled  up  by  the  Spanish  squadron 
off  Gape  Finisterre.  This  is  flie  heayiest  commercial  Uow  we  have 
yet  reoeiyed  at  onoe.  It  is  an  age  since  we  have  heard  from  America. 
We  attributed  the  silence  to  an  obstinate  east  wind  that  blew  for 
nine-and-twenty  days.  There  have  been  parentheses  of  West  sincey 
and  we  expect  news  eyery  moment,  and  with  anxiety.  Thus  you  see 
I  do  not  resign  my  post  (rf  your  gasetteer,  though  it  is  but  an  irksome 
office  when  it  is  to  record  our  wane.  The  re-conquest  of  America, 
I  belieye,  is  less  near  than  yon  foreigners  conjecture,  and  than  has 
been  so  confidently  foretold  at  home.  All  I  know  is,  that  we  haye 
been  gaming  for  what  was  our  own.  When  we  leaye  off  play,  we 
shall  see  whether  we  hmye  won  or  lost;  nay,  should  we  recoyer  our 
stake,  we  must  compute  what  it  has  cost  The  card-money  has  not 
been  cheap. 

The  Oounteas  Oowper,'  mother-in-law  of  your  pinchbeck  Prince, 

'  Lee  Priofy,  n«tr  Canterburj,  iliioe  beUar  known  m  Um  Nddanee  of  Sir  Egerton 
Brjdget,  Tho  pieiarM  and  onriotitiM  haro  been  sold  and  diipened.  The  two  fine 
and  yalnabla  miniatorea  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  Anne  of  Clerea,  by  Holbein,  in 
thoir  original  aeiting  of  an  iTOiy  eaae»  paaeed  into  the  poweaiioii  of  Sir  Samuel 
MeyzlolL— MmoiiK 

*  Goorgina»  dan^ter  of  John  Oarteret,  Bail  of  QnuiTille,  Srrt  married  to  John 
Spenoer,  only  brother  of  Ohariee,  Dnke  of  Marlborough,  and,  leoondlyy  to  the  aeeond 
Eari  Oowper,  to  whom  ihe  waa  aeoond  wife.— Waltoia 
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k  dead  of  a  oanoer.    Her  own  son,  Lord  l^penoeri  is  in  a  bad  stale 
of  health.    Each  gets  a  jointure  by  her  deaQu 

Mr.  Windham,  I  hear,  is  at  Bmssek  on  his  return.  I  am 
peeyish  with  him  for  having  looked  on  yon  through  our  iU-humoured 
foggy  eyes.  I  have  almost  always  been  out  of  luok  in  my  recom- 
mendations ;  but  I  assure  you  I  do  you  amjde  justioe,  amd  have 
always  been  completely  convinced  that  they  have  been  in  firalt. 
Tour  temper  and  flowing  benevolence  for  forty  years  have  been 
always  uniform ;  audit  is  least  of  all  likely  that  you  should  grow  sour 
only  to  those  I  interfere  for.  I  know  you  and  my  countrymen  betten 
The  latter  have  retained  few  of  their  virtues,  but  I  do  not  find  that 
they  have  exchanged  them  for  urbanity.  Mr.  Windham,  I  believe 
is  a  worthy  man,  but  I  wish  he  had  been  less  morose. 

P.S.  I  have  heard  this  evening,  that  an  account  is  arrived  of 
Walsingham  having  joined  Kodney,  and  that  the  Bussian  fleet  is 
returned  to  the  Pole.  Do  not  imagine,  by  this  short  letter,  that, 
though  I  do  not  drop  our  correspondence,  I  am  curtailing  it  by 
degrees.  I  could  lengthen  my  letter  by  dwelling  on  circumstances ; 
but  that  is  not  my  manner.  I  seldom  even  inquire  after  them.  The 
result  of  events  is  all  I  wish  to  know  and  to  communicate.  How  can 
one  wish  to  leam  what  one  does  not  wish  to  remember  P  Tho  news- 
papers give  you  details.  I  pretend  but  to  skim  the  current  of  facts, 
and  to  mark  what  is  true  for  your  information.  The  multiplicity  of 
lies  coined  every  day  only  perplexes,  not  instructs.  When  I  send 
you  fiEdsehoods,  at  least  I  think  or  believe  them  probable  at  the  time, 
and  correct  myself  afterwards,  when  I  perceive  I  have  been  misled. 
I,  who  am  in  no  secrets,  trust  to  foots  alone,  as  for  as  they  come  to 
lijg^t  Mercy  on  future  historians,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  sift  the 
ashes  of  all  the  tales  with  which  the  narratives  of  the  present  war 
have  been  crammed!  Some  will  remain  inexplicable.  This  jaunt 
of  the  Bussian  squadron  wiU  be  one  of  the  enigmas. 


1958.    TO  THB  BIY.  WILLIAM  XASOK. 

BerM^  Bquam^  Aug.  81, 17S0. 

I  HATE  to  send  false  news,  though  about  insignificant  subjects,  as 
the  choice  of  churchwardens  or  members  of  Parliament,  and  there- 
fore I  write  a  line  to  tell  you  the  latter  is  to  be  dissolved  to-morrow* 

I  returned  fix)m  Mr.  Barrett's  last  night,  which  i9  a  prettier  place 
than  he  had  modestly  represented.    It  is  like  himself,  quiet.    There 


is  ft  mmH  lunve  tliik  it  4dqbbI»  a  chenftl  TBle,  «&  humble  4rom 
improYed,  a  few  trees  af  digiiity,  aod  gfoipnd  inegular  enough  for 
rmebf.  He  has  aeiae  t&w  good  jactorep^  prints,  and  books,  and 
imdalges  himself  without  eKtrayaganoo.  I  saw  scmie  other  plaoai 
that  I  liked  less,  and  reviaited  Knowie  on  my  retuni,  which  dia- 
appointed  my  memory  mnah.  But  nnless  yoa  know  how  Tast  and 
TflttoraMe  I  Ihong^t  I  remembered  it,  I  eanmot  give  you  the  nueasiiie 
of  my  surprise ;  but  (hen  there  was  a  trapes  of  a  housekeeper,  who  I 
smypose  was  the  Baeoelli's  dresser,  and  who  pot  me  out  of  humour, 
and  so  good  nii^* 

^  to  fm  BOa.  BOBAOP  WU9QVL 

Adorn,  SqjL  20, 178a 

AffSft  a  moii  bastHiig  and  nnoomfoxtabla  fortalgbi  at  York,  9te.,  I  am  retanad 
Uther  for  a  wad^i  qidet  I  hope  our  aworfatlwi  wUl  obtain  iobm  lUAla  paee  and 
Ufnm  in  joar  qr»,  hcdk  for  what  it  baa  dona^  and  tut  what  ii  luui  aoi  dona.  U  baa 
idadcad  erwy  peacock'a  ftatber  oat  of  the  tail  of  that  atrntttng  outIob  crow* 
LaaeaTlaa,  and  baa  not  aaHied  tba  Immamlate  white  plumage  of  the  uicle,  ef  tiM 
Hooaa  of  CsfeadlriL 

Aie  joaaatiaftadt  I  am  saie  Lord  Rpddi||;ham  ought  to  be  ao ;  lor  we  bnTe  done 
fo/g  him  what  be  would  nerer  have  dared  to  do  for  himaell^  eoold  be  bare  ogoyed 
tfaaiplenKadeof  minlalerial  powwwbiflb  jovr  aiftb«r,  and  Hr.  PeBuuoa  after  bim^etei 
enjoyed.  An  Oppoaitlea  in  the  eymatj  of  York  wonld  never  bnre  been  Tentved 
npon,  and  jet  we  bare  proTod  ita  piaetieabilltj»  and  bare^  1^  a  meet  moderate 
anbaeription  (not  abore  14,0002.),  frightened  the  Lord  ParamoonI  of  the  Weat  India 
Idanda  ont  of  the  eonteat:  nethingwaa  efwamow  eoaqpleta  viftoij,  and  noibiiy 
enrer  more  eaally  obtained. 

But  while  I  am  boaating  in  tbia  manner,  do  not  think  tliat  from  tiiia  erent  I  aagnr 
anj  anbatantial  good  to  tbia  miaerable  eomiAiy.  If  eleetioaa  in  gaMral  go  aa  ill  in 
t^  other  eoontiea  aa  tbegr  hate  done  in  Yoduiiire,  the  next  pai^iament  wiU  be^  if 
poaaible,  wone  than  tlie  kat.    Parlon$  cCautrea  dtotet, 

I  find  here  a  letter  from  mj  friend  Mr.  Oilpin  <wheee  dnwinga  jon  onee  aaw  in 
my  handa  and  adadred).  Some  jean  age  be^ppfaliabed  a  prettj  little  book,  which  he 
called  an '  Biaaj  on  FHnta,'  and  whidi  baa  pamed  throiigh  two  edltioni,  and  ie  now  in 
the  prew  for  a  third.  He  teUs  me,  "  he  bai  igi  inclination  to  inscribe  it  to  jon,  if  I 
think  it  will  be  weU  taken,  and  not  eonaidwtd  in  any  little  low  peeaniaiy  vi^ ; '  and 
adda,"  that  if  I  tWnk  ao  I  aupa^a^ndhim^  jopr  prmr  addrem, andthat  he  wiahei  todo 
it  merely  from  regard  to  yonr  taste  afia  genioa.  I  shall  ventore  to  answer  this  in 
the  affirmatiTo,  aa  I  am  avre  Ida  addresa  wm  eontate  nothing  Iblaooie,  and  baeanae  I 
am  also  snre  yon  neither  can  nor  ought  to  take  anob  a  oamplTmfint  in  ill  part  from  aa 
plain  and  honest  a  man  aa  Mr.  Oilpin  ia. 

I  long  prodigionsl^  for  anthentie  Windaor  Aneedotea,  and  from  the  hand  of  thf 
author  of  (be  'AneedoteaeaMatlDg/  if^  cap^piini  themin  their  proper  eotonrs,  bla^ 
andall black;  bntIbelieTetb^ywiUreqnin8tillbladcercoloiiriiigthanblack«aad,as 
Hamlet  satyi^  a  anit  of  aaUaa.  I  retam  to  Yorit  again  on  Monday,  merely  to  Join 
the  train  <^  my  friend  Mr.  Donoombe,  whom  I  bare  been  intimate  with  from  early 
youth.  I  shall  retara  at  the  end  oftlia  week,  9&d  ahall  then  begin  to  prepare  for  an 
caqpedition  to  Knnebam»  wbeie  I  shall  lu>pa  to  meet  yon.  The  good  lord  of  that 
place  made  me  a  Tiait  here  In  my  abaenee,  from  Mr.  Sedle/a  near  Nottingham,  and 
waited  Ibr  me  ineflbelaaUy  livaa  daua:  a  piagna  ea  polities  aaj  I,  that  him  roMied 
SMof  bkeompaay. 

Yonrs  moat  tmly, 

W.  Maaea. 


ITSOJ  TO  THK  COUNTBBS  OP  OSSO&T.  4tt 


19M.    TO  THE  EABL  OF  0S80BY 
Mt  due  Lord;  Berhdey  Square,  Aug.  81, 1780. 

Aa  I  told  Lady  Oasory  in  my  last  that  the  Parliament  was  not  to 
be  dissolved,  I  write  one  line  to  oontradict  myself;  for,  though  yon 
are  in  no  danger,  I  hate  to  give  fSEdse  intelligence.  It  is  to  be 
dissolved  to-morrow. 

I  returned  from  Kent  last  night,  and  am  going  to  Strawberry  as 
fast  as  I  can,  to  avoid  hearing  of  elections.  When  the  Russian  fleet 
was  candidate  for  the  Downs,  and  the  Court  dared  to  set  up  nobody 
against  it,  it  is  not  worth  inquiring  about  petty  borouj^  I  should 
as  soon  care  about. what  .passes  at  a  vestry.  When  we  are  quite 
prostrate,  I  suppose,  we  shall  have  the  member  of  Parliament,  as 
there  is  still  the  senator  at  Home,  Yours  most,  &c. 

H.W. 

loss.    TO  THE  OOUNTSSS  OP  0880BT. 

Thbsb  have  been  twenty  cross  purposes,  Madam,  and  I  have  been 
a  sufferer  by  them  alL  Lord  Macartney  told  me  your  Ladyship 
had  ordered  him  to  direct  to  Ampthill ;  accordingly  so  did  I.  Then 
you  stayed  in  the  west,  and  I  went  into  Kent.  Ton  directed  your 
letter  to  me  here,  and  here  it  waited  for  me,  and  here  I  found  it 
to-day,  and  learn  that  you  are  to  be  in  town  to-day  in  a  new  house 
still  in  Ghrosvenor-plaoe,  for  you  move  no  fiuiher  ihan  a  pawn.  I 
am  as  sorry  for  poor  Mrs.  Grayle  as  George  Sehryn  was  for  poor 
Mrs.  Orawfurd  whom  he  had  never  seen ;  and  a  good  deal  more 
sorry  for  his  muscular  pains,  but  do  not  at  all  interest  myself 
about  his  election,  nor  any  other  body's  election,  while  nobody  will 
interest  himself  about  any  tiling  else  for  these  six  weeks.  I  heard 
as  I  passed  through  the  town  that  the  Parliament  was  to  be  dis- 
solved— a  curious  moment  to  be  sure — ^but  I  supposeit  is  a  m^easure 
to  make  flie  whole  nation  drunk,  lest  it  should  be  afraid  of  the 
French  and  Spanish  fleetsi  or  regret  the  two  tiiat  we  have  lost  I 
It  is  certainly  wise  to  lay  ourselves  open  to  every  kind  of  attack,  for 
every  one  that  is  missed  counts  tor  a  victory  on  our  side.  We 
should  not  be  half  so  glad  of  the  arrival  of  the  ships  from  the 
Levant,  if  we  had  not  lost  those  that  were  going  to  the  East  and 

VOIk  VIL  I  V 


tti  HOBACOi  WALPoure  Lsmtti.  prao. 

West  This  sort  of  wisdom  must  oaptiyate  m^,  it  is  so  like  my  own. 
I  belieye  I  haye  told  your  Ladyship  that  I  reckon  it  is  five  to  one 
better  for  me  that  my  hay  should  be  spoiled  than  not»  beoanse,  as  I 
have  five  oows  and  but  one  horse,  flie  oows  will  eat  bad  hay  and  the 
horse  will  not.  Howeyer,  you  may  be  sure  I  admire  the  verses  and 
perfectly  agree  with  them :  the  Ministers  are  full  good  enough  finr 
the  people.  Tou  may  depend.  Madam,  on  my  neither  showing  nor 
naming ;  not  only  from  fidelity,  but  because  coarser  ^«"<a^  than 
pearls  are  good  enough  for  swine. 

I  haye  not  been  capering  at  balls  in  the  torrid  sone  Uke  your 
Ladyship's  neighbourhood,  but  I  haye  been  jolting  oyer  stony  roads 
in  the  midst  of  Africa ;  at  least  I  thought  so,  though  in  the  heart 
of  Kent  I  haye  seen  nothing  yery  charming^  and  little  new.  One 
place  struck  me  much,  but  more  firom  recoUeotion  of  old  passages 
than  from  any  curiosity  in  itsel£  This  was  Deane  [in  Kent],  a 
trisU  old  seat  of  the  Oxendens,  now  deserted;  but  it  was  long  ibe 
residence  of  Sir  G^rge,  who  in  my  yery  youth  was  the  fine  gentle- 
man of  the  age,*  extremely  handsome,  a  speaker  in  Parliament,  a 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  yery  ambitious,  and  a  particular  fityonrite  of 
my  &iher — ^till  he  became  so  of  my  sLster-in-law.*  That,  and  a 
worse  story,*  blasted  all  his  prospects  and  buried  him  in  retirement — 

For  whan  a  oonrtier'i  oat  of  plsoa^ 
The  ooontrj  ihelien  hit  diq^ioe. 

Portraits  of  him,  and  some  heroines  of  the  time — now  totally 
forgotten,  but  fresh  in  my  memory,  seemed  a  waking  yidon.  It  was 
like  JEIneas's  meeting  Bido  in  the  shades.  I  could  not  haye  oon- 
oeiyed  that  scenes  in  which  I  was  not  in  the  least  interested,  oould 
haye  made  so  strong  an  impression ;  yet  they  really  affected  me  as 
if  I  were  b^inning  the  world  again.  I  could  not  shake  off  the 
sensations  till  I  came  to  Enowle ;  and  that  was  a  medley  of  yarious 
feelings! — Elizabeth  and  Burleigh,  and  Buokhurst;  and  then 
Charles  and  Anne,  Dorset  and  Pembroke,  and  Sir  £dw.  Saokville; 

'  There  ie  a  hilf-lengUi  of  him,  and  aaotiMr  of  hie  wifi,  a  Dandi,  ^  Kimboltoa 
CatUe,  the  eeat  of  the  Dake  of  Mmcheeter.  He  wai^  ae  Walpole  iaj%  egtremejy 
handsome. — CmmireHAM. 

*  Margaret  BoUe,  Connteis  of  Orford. — OvvvisaKAii. 

'  HU  sedaetion  of  hU  wife's  sister,  Bell  Dnnch,  or  Mxiu  Thompson,  the  saljeet  of  «a 
Elegy  by  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagn*  There  is  a  pretty  miniature  of  Mn^  Thompeon 
at  EUmbolton  Oastle,  and  in  the  moniment  room  there  the  deed  of  separation  tnm 
her  husband,  on  aooonnt  of  her  sednetion  by  Sir  Geoife.  The  deed  is  dated  17th  Jans, 
1782.     (See  Lord  Whamdiffb's  '  Lady  Mary/  toL  IL  p.  196,  and  toL  iiL  p.  409.)— 

OVBIIVOHAM. 


1780.]  TO  THE  COUNTESS  Of  06S0RT.  485 

and  then  a  more  engagixig  Doraety  and  Yillieny'  and  Prior ;  and 
then  {he  old  Duke*  and  DiiohesSy  and  Lady  Betty  Germainey  and 
{he  Oourt  of  (George  II.  I 

The  place  is  stripped  of  its  beeohes  and  honours,  and  has  neither 
beauty  nor  prospects.  The  house,  eztensiye  as  it  is,  seemed  dwindled 
to  {he  front  of  a  college,  and  has  {he  silence  and  solitude  of  one. 
It  wants  the  cohorts  of  retainers,  and  {he  bustling  jollity  of  the  old 
nobility,  to  disperse  {he  g^m.  I  worship  all  ite  Aided  splendour, 
and  enjoy  its  preservation ;  and  could  haye  wandered  over  it  for 
hours  wiu  satLsfiEMrfion ;  but  there  was  sudi  a  heterogeneous  house- 
keeper as  poisoned  all  my  enthusiasm.  She  was  more  like  one  of 
Mrs.  St  John's  Abigails,  ihan  an  inhabitant  of  a  venerable  mansion; 
and  shuffled  about  in  dippers,  and  seemed  to  admire  how  I  could 
care  about  fiie  pictures  of  sudi  old  ftighU  as  covered  the  walls  I 

When  {he  coast  is  dear,  and  your  dections  over  and  gone  drunk 
to  bed,  I  diall  be  very  happy.  Madam,  to  wait  on  you  at  AmpthilL 
I  have  been  better  for  these  three  months  {han  in  the  last  five  years; 
and,  though  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  draw  notes  upon  fttturity,  I 
like  to  employ  my  moments  of  health  to  the  best  advantage. 
Those  I  gladly  give  to  the  few  I  love— sickness  and  pain  one  shovJd 
keep  to  one's  sd£ 

*  Dnln  of  BacHnghsm,— tha  dake  of  Diydeii  and  Pope.— XlnamtfRAX. 

*  Lionel,  fixBi  Duke,  eon  of  '  the  more  engeging  Donet.'  ...  "  In  the  Sedc- 
TiUe  fmtSlj,  t  loa  of  telente  hed  freqnentl j  saeoeeded  t  ihther  below  medioerit j. 
The  following  epigmn,  founded  on  thiu  dieometenoe,  wie  ascribed  to  Sir  Chirlee 
Hanbniy  William^  bnt  never  acknowledged  1^  him,  or  indaded  in  the  mannseript 
eopy  of  hii  Pocoia.  Hie  laai  itann  wae  ujnet^  ae  well  ae  aeren;  bat  there  k ae 
maeharoh  hBaaow  in  the  fint  that  it  k  worth  praaerring: 

FoUy  and  Senae  in  Doiaet'a  raee 

Alternately  do  nm; 
As  Carey  one  day  told  hk  Gnos^ 

Pkaking  hk  eldest  son. 

Bat  Carey  most  allow  for  onea 

IieepUon  to  hk  rak; 
For  Middkses  k  bni  a  donoe, 

Tho«^  Doiaet  be  a  feoL 

LordHoOamd.    (Walpofe'a  Geeige  IL  Tol.  L  p.  60S|p 
Id.  4tOi)— dvniMBis, 
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1956.    TO  THS  SABL  OF  HiCCOURT.> 

SIrawbenry  ffiO,  SqpL  %  1780. 

YouB  Lordahip,  I  am  sure,  will  &igiye  my  troubling  yo|i  so  sooo 
to  inquire  how  Lady  Haioourt  does  sinoe  her  late  lofls.  I  have  seen 
such  charming  instances  of  her  Ladyship's  filial  tendemeas^  that 
I  cannot  but  be  anxious  for  her  on  this  melancholy  occasion. 

I  have  been  unfortunately  disappointed  *  of  the  great  pleasure  of 
waiting  on  your  Lordahii)^  as  you  gave  me  leave  to  do.  My  jouxney 
to  Malvern  was  preveated  by  the  strange  story  of  Lady  Maria;  and 
when  that  and  its  consequences  were  quite  over,  wd  I  was  literally 
setting  out  in  two  days  to  Park-place»  and  intended  to  proceed  to 
Nuneham,  Lady  Jersey,  whom  I  met  at  La4y  DL  Beaud^ k^s  at 
Bichmond,  and  told  so,  said  **  You  will  not  find  them;  for  they  go  on 
the  10th  to  Lord  Yemon's ''•*— this  was  on  the  8<h|  and  as  soon  as  I 
was  at  Kberty  to  stir. 

As  I  have  not  been  willingly  n^ectfiil  of  the  honour  your 
Lordship  and  Lady  Harcourt  did  me,  I  shall  be  very  happy 
if  you  will  still  allow  me  to  pay  my  duty  to;  yoc^  when  the 
elections  are  a  Uttle  subsided.  I  do  not  mean  that  I  am  engaged 
in  any,  but  on  the  contrary  dread  faUing  foul  of  the^i.  Do  not 
imagine,  my  dear  Lord,  that  I  suppose  you  flhig  open  your  cellaiB  to 
Doctors  of  Divinity  or  give  gin  to  Alma  Maters,  or  cram  Bishop 
Butler  till  he  is  still  more  willing  to  strangle  you  before  you  are 
half  roasted  in  Smitiifield.  You  neither  expect  to  deande  Aiigeas' 
stable,  nor  to  drench  his  grooms,  but  I  had  rather  stay  qiuetly  here, 
till  the  drunken  riots  are  over  even  on  the  road,  and  if  any  part  of 
October  will  not  be  inconvenient  to  you,  I  shall  be  happy  to  look 
once  more  at  Nunehami,  though  I  beseech  you  not  to  accept  my 
homage  if  it  will  in  the  least  interfere  with  any  of  your  engage- 
ments, as  I  never  can  be  less  than  I  am 

Your  Lordship's  most  devotedt 

Humble  servant, 

HoR.  Walpolb. 

*  How  fini  pnbUahed.— <;ivnni«BAM. 


ItSO.]  TO  THB  BABL  OV  BTIUffOBIX  OT 


1957.    TO  THB  SABL  OF  STEAFFOBD. 

Stfowbeivf  HiU,  8epL  9, 1780.' 

I  AM  very  Iiappy  at  receiying  a  letter  bom  your  Lordship  this 
momenty  as  I  thought  it  very  long  sinoe  we  had  corresponded,  but 
am  afraid  of  being  troublesome,  when  I  have  not  the  excuse  of 
flianlring  you,  or  something  worth  telling  you^  which  in  truth  is  not 
the  case  at  present.  No  soul,  whether  interested  or  not,  but  deafens 
one  about  elections.  I  always  detested  them,  even  when  in  Parlia- 
ment; and  when  I  lived  a  good  deal  at  White's,  prefeired  hearing 
of  Newmarket  to  eleotioxis ;  for  the  former,^  b^ug  uttered  in  a 
language  I  did  ^ot  understand,  did  not  engage  my  attention ;  but 
<as  they  talked  of  elections  in  JEngUsh,  I  could  not  help  knowing 
what  Uiey  said.  It  does  surprise  me,  I  own,  that  people  can  choose 
to  stuff  their  heads  with  details  and  circumstances,  of  which  in  six 
weeks  they  will  never  hear  or  think  more.  The  weather  till  now 
has  been  the  chief  topic  of  conversation.  Of  late  it  has  been  the 
third  very  hot  summer ;  but  refreshed  by  so  little  rain,  that  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  have  been  and  are,  I  believe,  like  those  of  the 
Manzanares.  The  night  before  last  we  had  some  good  showers,  and 
to-day  a  thick  fog  has  dissolved  in  some  as  thin  as  gauze.  Still  I 
am  not  quite  sorry  to  enjoy  the  weather  of  adust  climates  without 
their  tempests  and  insects.  Lady  Cowper  I  lately  visited,  and  but 
lately ;  if  what  I  hear  is  true,  I  shall  be  a  gainer,  for  they  talk  of 
Lord  Duncannon  having  her  house  at  Bichmond :  like  your  Lord- 
ship, I  confess  I  was  surprised  at  his  choice.  I  know  nothing  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  young  lady ;  *  but  I  should  not  have  selected, 
for  so  gentle  and  very  amiable  a  man,  a  sister  of  the  empress  of 
fashion,'  nor  a  daughter  of  the  goddess  of  wisdom.* 

They  talk  of  great  dissatisfactions  in  the  fleet.  Gteary  and  Bar- 
rington  are  certainly  retired.  It  looks,  if  this  deplorable  war  should 
continue,  as  if  all  our  commanders  by  sea  and  land  were  to  be  dis- 
graced or  disgusted. 

^  In  tbe  following  Norember,  Lord  Dnncannon  mirried  Heniietta-nineM,  leoond 
dMghier  of  John,  first  Barl  Spencer. — WnxaHT. 

*  OeorsiftDAy  eldest  danghter  of  John,  first  Earl  Spencer;  married,  in  1774,  to  the 
Doke  of  Deronahire. — Weight. 

'  Margmret-Georgiana,  daughter  of  the  Right  Hon.  Stephen  Poynti ;  married,  in 
1755,  to  John,  first  Earl  Spencer.— Wbiobt. 
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The  people  here  have  ohiistened  Mr.  Shirley's  new  honse^  Spite- 
haU.*  It  is  dismal  to  think  that  one  may  live  to  serenty-seyen,  and 
go  out  of  the  world  doing  as  ill-natured  an  act  as  possible  I  When 
1  am  reduoed  to  detail  the  gazette  of  Twickenham,  I  had  better 
release  yonr  Lordship;  but  either  way  it  is  from  the  utmost  attention 
and  reBped  for  your  Lordship  and  Lady  Strafford,  as  I  am  ef& 
most  derotedly  and  gratefully  yours. 


1958.    TO  THE  COmfTTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Apl.  19, 1780. 

When  the  Bedfordshire  election  is  oyer,  and  Lady  Spencer  hae 
been  chaired  at  St.  Alban%  I  shall  be  ready  to  steal  to  Ampfiiill, 
Madlon ;  but  would  not  for  the  mines  of  Gt>lconda  find  myself  in 
the  midst  of  one  of  those  combustions :  I  should  be^  according  to  tiie 
incomparable  and  picturesque  simile,  like  a  dog  in  a  dancing  sdiooL 
I  was  like  anything  still  more  awkward  and  confused  last  week. 
Ooming  out  of  Lady  I)i.'s  in  the  dark,  I  missed  my  way  and  pitched 
headlong  down  a  perpendicular  bank  into  a  brick  pavement  laced 
with  orange  tubs  and  flower-pots,  broke  two  of  the  latter  to  powder, 
and  yet  only  bruised  my  hand  and  slightly  hurt  my  hip.  Had 
I  weighed  more  than  gossamer  I  must  have  been  dasbed  to  pieces. 

Your  Ladyship  has  been  very  charitable  to  Mr.  Byng ;  but  what 
must  Lord  Torrington  feel,  itke  has  any  feeling,  to  know  his  brother 
eats  the  bread  he  has  from  a  Minister  whom  the  elder  always 
opposed !    This,  I  should  think,  would  wound  one  to  the  quick. 

Admiral  Eeppel  is  thrown  out  at  Windsor ;  but,  though  all  the 
royal  bakers,  and  brewers,  and  butchers,  voted  against  him,  you  must 
not  imagine  it  was  by  mandate,  whatever  Ramus  the  Page*  might 
say ;  for  his  Majesty  himself  told  the  Admiral  that  be  hoped  he 
would  cany  his  Section :  how  saucy  in  his  own  servants  to  thwart 
his  wishes !  I  know  nothing  at  all  worth  writing :  of  all  dull  letters, 
a  short  one  is  the  best 

1  BeoMiM  boUt  (it  WM  sftid)  on  pnrpoie  to  interoept  %  Tiew  of  tkt  ThunM  from  ku 
opposite  neighbour.    [See  liOtter  to  Conway,  2lBt  Angust,  1778]. — Bui»t. 
'  The  Bilij  fiamoi  of  King  Oeoige  III  and  Peter  Finfiar.--CvnDiaBAM 
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1959.    TO  SIB  HORAOB  MAKK. 

Berkdeif  Square,  SepL  19, 1780. 

Afl  I  think  you  do  not  snapect  me  of  neglect  when  I  have  any- 
thing worth  telling  yon,  you  will  perceiye  that  there  afe  periods 
when  it  takes  a  good  deal  of  time  to  form  events — a  whole  campaign 
may  not  produce  two.  At  other  seasons  the  market  is  over-stocked ; 
or,  after  a  glut,  there  is  a  scarcity.  The  dissolution  of  the  Parliament 
could  not  surprise  you,  it  had  been  so  announced.  Tour  nephew, 
I  see  by  the  papers,  is  re-elected.  I  have  no  other  intelligenoe ;  and 
of  all  articles  of  news,  those  on  elections  are  the  last  I  seek.  I 
know  as  little  what  the  fleets  are  doing ;  or  where  they  are,  doing 
nothing.  One  thing  I  do  discern,  that  the  approaching  recovery 
of  America  is  about  as  near  as  the  Millennium.  Prophecy  will 
sink  as  low  as  fortune-telling :  no  gipsy  is  less  to  be  credited  than 
oTur  predicting  politicianSy  who,  for  these  last  flve  or  six  years,  have 
been  cruelly  brought  to  shame  on  the  conquests  they  have  announced. 
By  their  bubbles  the  nation  are  almost  stripped  of  their  last  shilling, 
like  the  dupes  who  hunt  after  the  philosopher's  stone.  America  is 
now  like  the  Holy  Land ;  none  but  bigots  and  madmen  will  think 
of  subduing  it :  nor  does  the  tone  of  resumption  much  become  us, 
who  are  not  in  the  ascending  scale. 

Admiral  Keppel  has  been  thrown  out  at  Windsor,  and,  it  is 
pretended,  by  flie  personal  veto  of  the  first  inhabitant  of  the  Castle : 
the  consequence  already  has  been  that  the  counties  of  Surrey  and 
Suffolk  solicited  the  honour  of  electing  the  Admiral,  who  has 
accepted  the  offer  from  the  former. 

Seven  new  barons  are  made :  Earl  Talbot,  that  the  peerage  may 
descend  to  his  daughter's*  children;  Sir  William  De  Ghrey,'  late 
Chief  Justice ;  Lord  Gbge,  turned  into  an  English  peer ;  General 
Ktzroy  ;•  Mr.  Brudenel;*  Mr.  Herbert;*  and  Sir  William  Bagot. 
There  have  been  some  shiftings  of  places  of  the  second  rate,  and 
some  promotions,  but  none  of  consequence. 

This  is  literally  the  sum  total  of  my  knowledge ;  as  I  have  such 
a  fair  field  of  paper  lying  before  me,  you  may  be  sure  I  would 

1  Lad  J  CecU  Kioe,  wife  of  George  Rice;  on  her  fkther'i  death  she  became  Baroneaa 
of  DineTor. — Walpolv. 

'  Sir  W.  De  Grej  was  created  liord  Waisingham,  Geneial  Fitiroj  Lord  South- 
ampton, and  Mr.  Herbert  Lord  Porchester.'  James  Brudenel,  made  Lord  Bnidenel 
was  next  brother  of  George  Duke  of  Montagu,  and  Barl  of  Cardigan. — Walpolk, 
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embroider  it  if  I  had  wherewiihaL  Howeyer,  I  have  less  scrapie 
in  sending  snoh  a  aorap,  as  I  must  write  to  yon  again  soon,  for  I 
hear  Mr.  Morrioe  is  arrived  in  England.  Where  he  ifi»  I  cannot 
tell,  but  I  trust  I  shall  see  or  hear  from  him  soon ;  and  then  I  am 
as  certain  of  having  cause  to  thank  you — ^whichf  by  the  way,  I  do 
^aicance:  but,  though -my  gratitude  will  always  last^  you  aro  to 
remember  that  it  is  ^lever  tp  receive  any  additional  fund. 


196a    Ta  THE  COUNTESS  OF  0S80ST. 

Strawf>erry  ffiO,  Sq^  28, 178a 

Thouqh  I  care  so  little  about  elections.  Madam,  (because  I  have 
such  a  contempt  for  the  aggregate  when  it  is  assembled,)  I  feel  for 
the  vexation  your  ciril  war  produces,  and  will  produce  to  your 
Ladyship  and  Lord  Ossory ;  and  take  it  as  a  mark  of  your  per- 
suasion of  the  interest  I  must  adopt  in  all  your  afiairs,  that  you  are 
so  good  as  to  communicate  the  detaiL  I  hope  you  will  triumph  at 
least ;  which  is  very  consolatory,  when  one  has  no  more  than  the 
disappointment  of  antagonists  to  lament.  You  will  be  so  glad  to  see 
your  house  empty  for  a  day  or  two,  and  have  the  empty  bottles 
removed,  that  I  will  not  encumber  you  the  only  moment  you  can 
breathe.  Lideed  I  could  not  well,  for  I  have  advertised  my  long- 
delayed  last  volume  of  '  Painters,'  to  come  out,  and  must  be  in  town 
to  distribute  it  I  seized  this  opportuniiy  to  publish  it,  because  I 
was  sure  nobody  would  think  of  it  or  me,  and  that  it  will  have  a 
favourable  chance  for  being  taken  no  notice  of.  It  is  a  debt  I  owed, 
and  I  will  take  care  to  incur  no  more.  My  cousin  and  namesake '  is 
come  into  Parliament,  which  baptizes  me  the  old  H.  W. — and  then 
one  must  not  play  the  fooL  Charles  Fox,  I  have  just  heard,  has 
beaten  Lord  Lincoln  from  the  hustings,  of  which  I  am  very  glad. 
Gteorge  Selwyn  has  been  here  for  a  moment,  this  morning,  on  the 
road  from  his  defbai  I  did  not  quite  enjoy  him,  as  his  errand  was 
to  give  a  glimpse  of  my  house  to  the  Signorina  and  the  o£Bcial 
Signora  Madre,  and  he  would  point  out  twenty  things  to  them  of 
which  they  had  no  more  conception  than  of  the  Apocalypse ;  yet  he 
entertained  me  with  some  of  his  calamities ;  they  hanged  him  in 
e£Bgy,  and  dressed  up  a  figure  of  Mimic,  and  piimed  on  its  breast 
these  words,  alluding  to  the  gallows,  ''  This  is  what  I  told  you,  you 

'  Hooourable  Hontio  Wftlpole»  M.  P.  for  iho  Walpole  ooniUUieiK^  of 
Ljiui. — CuMiiraHAM. 
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wonld  oome  to/'  From  Gloaoester,  he  went  to  Luggenihallt  wherd 
lie  was  receiyed  by  ringing  of  belLsy  and  bonfiiee — **  Being  driven 
out  of  my  capital/'  said  he^  ''and  coming  into  that  country  of 
turnips,  where  1  was  adored,  I  seemed  to  be  arriyed  in  my 
'Hanoverian  dominions.''  Thi$  paid  for  the  burden  of  the  governess 
and  child  I  There  are  other  folks  who  would  feel  more  comfortable 
among  their  tumipis  just  now,  than  in  their  castle^  having  been 
treated  oh  Che  terrace  with  the  sight  of  crape-codcades  insoribedy 
''For  Admiral  EeppeL" — ^If  leh  Dim  does  not  wear  one,  he  at  least, 
I  hear,  baudea  those  who  voted  against  the  Admiral — sOi  victories 
may  be  bought  too  dear  I 

I  am  trembling  at  every  letter  I  receive  from  Paris.  My  dear 
old  friend  [Madame  du  De&nd],  I  fear,  is  going  I  The  last,  which 
was  on  Tuesday,  had  left  her  at  the  twentieth  day  of  a  fever.  To 
have  struggled  for  twenty  days  at  eighty-four  shows  such  stamina 
that  I  have  hot  totally  lost  hopes ;  but  yet  that  letter  was  worse 
than  the  three  preceding,  which  had  much  flattered  me.  It  will  be 
a  grievous  loss ;  but  when  one  is  old  one's  self,  one  cannot  have 
many  such  misfortunes. 

Miss  Wrottesle/s  *  6000/.  will  purchase  a  princely  tumippery ; 
but  I  doubt  even  that  nor  a  baron  will  indemnify  her  for  the  capital 
she  quits — and  yet,  5000/.  will  soon,  I  believe,  buy  a  principality  in 
England. 

1961.     TO  THS  REV.  WILLIAM  MA80K. 

Stratoberry  ffiU,  SepL  24, 1780. 

I  CONGRATULATE  you  ou  your  success,  and  rejoice  in  it  more  from 
the  aspect  of  the  blossoms  of  virtue  than  from  any  expectation  of 
fruits :  and  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  if  brought  to  maturity,  it  must 
be  by  Temper,  and  not  by  being  forced  in  hot-beds.  Yiolence, 
espemlly  in  opposition,  neither  lasts,  nor  produces  lasting  benefits. 
The  enormous  deviations  of  late  from  the  Constitution  will  never  be 
corrected  permanentiy  by  contrary  extremes ;  and  to  induce  the 
nation  to  labour  its  restitution,  it  must  be  convinced  that  the 
necessary  medicines  tend  to  bring  back  the  habit  of  body  that  can 
be  proved  to  have  bestowed  the  most  vigorous  state  of  happiness. 
Novelties  of  widck  the  effects  are  to  be  experimental  and  uncertain, 
will  never  unite  a  variety  of  minds  in  one  §ystem.    I  am  not 

>  Mentioned   before  [p.  420]  ae  the    DncheBs  of  Bedford's  niece,  Dorothea.^ 
R.  Ykuiov  Smitu. 
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bigoted  to  the  qpedfle  mode  of  the  old  Gonstitatioii  beoanse  old; 
nor  tliink  it  absolutely  perfect ;  but  all  ezperienoe  teaches  na,  that 
a  mass  of  people  will  be  so  bigoted,  and  'wm  sooner  be  allured  by 
names  than  by  reasonings.  Their  enemies  too  will  be  strengthened 
by  preaching  np  the  loveliness  of  the  yery  Constitation  they  have 
?iolated,  if  deviations  from  it  are  recommended  as  remedies. 

I  could  say  still  much  more  against  yiolence,  but  that  seems 
unnecessary.  The  episode  of  Lord  Oeoige  Qordon  proved  I  was 
not  mistaken.  It  was  at  the  eve  of  frightening  all  the  world  into 
a  demand  of  military  goyemment.  I  go  fiurther :  it  is  my  opinion 
that  Qko  deepest  schemers  of  absolute  power  long  for  insurrections: 
and  if  I  do  not  refine  too  much,  I  think  I  can  descry  that  wish  in 
the  total  neglect  of  all  prevention  of  the  late  riots ;  these  are  but  the 
outlines  of  my  thoughts  on  one  eide.  We  shall  perhaps  agree  better 
m  those  on  the  other ^  where  I  discern  as  many  defected  as  I  observe 
voluntary  errors  in  those  they  oppose.  The  result  of  both  is  despair; 
I  foresee  nothing  but  ruin,  composed  of  various  calamities.  My 
time  of  life  makes  me  fly  to  that  ungenerous  comfort  of  paltry  old 
men — ^what  does  it  signify  to  me  who  am  going  out  of  the  world  P 

One  chapter  in  all  this  folio  of  fcdlies  does  astonish  me— I  mean 
the  conduct  of  France  and  Spain.  They  congregate  all  Europe 
against  us  to  have  the  childish  satis&ction  of  smutting  our  &ce  I 
say  if  you  please,  for  the  pbstponed  malice  of  destroying  us  in 
detail ;  but  is  that  a  stroke  of  policy,  when  they  might  crash  us  at 
ablow  P  I  am  tempted  to  suspect  our  Ministers  of  being  Machiavels. 
They  seem  indeed  to  have  no  object  but  of  undoing  their  own 
country ;  but  are  they  not  rather  occupied  in  swaying  the  Oabineti 
of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  and  confounding  their  plansP  Was  not 
it  Agathodes,  who  when  besieged  in  Syracuse,  invaded  Carthage  P 

Like  you,  I  willingly  turn  from  politics,  of  which  I  am  heartQy 
sick,  to  pleasanter  themes. 

My  humility  is  so  predominant  that  I  am  afitiid  of  pushing  it  to 
a£EectatLon :  upon  my  conscienoe,  I  had  rather  waive  the  distinction 
your  friend  Mr.  GKlpin  is  willing  to  pay  me.  Any  interested  view 
he  cannot  have,  for  I  have  neither  wealth  nor  credit,  and,  were  it 
not  presumption,  would  add,  never  wiU  have  either.  But  it  is 
solemnly  true  that  I  have  so  mean  an  opinion  of  myself  that  I  know 
not  how  to  consent  to  any  honour.  Genius  I  absolutely  have  not — 
taste  if  you  please — ^for  of  that  I  should  be  no  more  vain  than  of 
personal  beauty ;  but  I  have  so  much  littleness  in  my  mind,  such 
a  want  of  virtue,  that  any  praise  to  my  understanding  makes  me 


1780.]  TO  THB  OOUKTlflS  Of  O08OS7.  448 

east  my  eyes  inwards  with  contrition  and  diBgast    Would  ntit  tta 

idol  of  mad  blnsh  if  it  oonld,  at  aeeing  itself  erowned  with  Uniiell — 

Having  made  my  confession  to  yon,  my  confessor,  do  wbai  yon 

please,  bat  save  me  from  compliments,  and  from  ITanmirableB — ^there 

I  am  proad,  not  hamble.    I  am  tboroaghly  convinced  that  that 

wretched  ray  of  an  Earldom  procoied  me  half  my  little  frme- 

Things  I  have  published  without  my  name,  tbough  not  worse  than 

their  baptized  brethren,  have  perished  in  their  merited  obscurity. 

I  can  smile  at  it,  but  at  least  it  makes  me  set  no  value  on  my 

literary  reputation.    It  is  not  derogating  from  these  professions  fliat 

I  am  on  the  point  of  publishing  my  last  volume  of  'Painters.'    On 

the  contrary,  I  have  fixed  on  this  moment  as  ike  most  fiivourable  to 

the  little  notioe  I  desire  should  be  taken  of  it. 

I  will  certainly  meet  you  at  Nuneham.    Tell  me  precisely  when 

you  will  be  there.    Tou  will  not  see  me  happy — ^I  am  not  now :  I 

dread  every  day  receiving  an  account  of  Che  death  of  my  dear  old 

friend,  Madame  du  DefiGEind.    The  last  letter  from  Paris* left  me 

small  hopes.    Adieu  I 

Yours  most  cordially, 

H.W. 

1962.    TO  THS  COITKTBSS  OF  0880RT. 

Strawberry  ffUl,  8qpU  27, 1780. 

I  RBJOioB  in  your  triumph,  Madlon,  though  I  cannot  partake 
of  your  fireworks.  Not  only  had  I  ordered  my  books  to  be  adver- 
tised, but  I  have  a  more  melancholy  cause  that  detains  me.  The 
lettens  that  I  have  received  to-day  from  Paris,  bid  me  be  prepared 
to  receive  an  account  of  my  dear  old  friend's  death.  I  knew  she  had 
been  very  ill,  but  till  these  two  last  posts,  I  had  been  fiattered  that 
she  was  recovering.  To-day  her  own  secretary,  and  Mr.  T.  Walpole, 
pronounced  that  there  are  no  hopes.  I  had  sent  James's  powder, 
and  had  begged  my  cousin,  if  possible,  to  obtain  her  trying  it — ^but 
alas  I  I  knew  France  too  well,  and  physicians  too,  and  thexr 
physicians  still  more,  to  have  much  hope  of  its  being  given;  but  it 
is  too  shocking  to  be  told  that  flie  physioian  has  laid  aside  all 
medicines,  and  yet  would  not  suffer  her  to  take  it  I  When  is  it 
best  to  try  it  but  in  despair?  and  when,  if  not  at  eighty-fourP  He 
said,  it  would  vomit  her,  and  kill  her.  Is  not  he  killing  her  himself 
by  trying  nothing?  and  by  not  trying  the  powder  in  that  caseP 
This  is  a  horrible  thought,  though  die  could. not  be  immortal;  and 
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flietanor  I  liaye  been  tinder  for  flome  time  of  her  beooming  deai^ 
added  ;io  blmdnesSy  had  made  me  more  leoonoiled  to  her  great  age^ 
and  to  the  pvebability  of  losing  her.  She  retains,  that  is,  did  retain  her 
eensesi'  did  not  snfEBr,  knofr  hersitnationy  and  was  perfectly  tranquil, 
and  spoke  litde;  but,  by  the  whole  description,  she  appears  to  me 
-to  kayO'  been  almost  worn  oat.    I  tremble  tot  the  next  letter — 
'though  it  is  just  as  if  I  had  already  reeeiTed  it — ^Another  fiiend 
gone  I  I  scarce  ha^e  one  left  of  above  my  own  age.    It  is  these 
memorandamsi  that  at  the  same  tune  reconcile  one  to  one's  own 
departove.    What  can  one  ozpeot  birt  to  sonriTe  one's  friends  if  one 
Eves  longP—- In  this  unhappy  mood,  Madam,  I  should  be  bad  com* 
pany.    Can  I  care  about 'Sections  P    If  an  opponent's  death  could 
set  Mr.  Burke  to  moralising  on  the  hustings,  at  Bristol,  how  must 
•the  loss  of  so  dear  a  friend  afifoct  me  I    The  savage  physician 
exasperates  me;  what  transport  should  I  have  felt^  if  I  could 
Jiave  saved  her,  though  but  for  six  months  I    Perhaps  I  could  not 
•—I  will  not  be  unjust ;  it  is  probable  that  I  should  not — ^but  oh  I  not 
to  let  me  try  I    It  augments  my  abhorrence  of  physidans  and  pro- 
fessions.   Long  ago  I  said  that  the  Devil's  three  names  Satan, 
Lucifer,  and  Beelzebub,  were  given  to  him  in  his  three  capacities 
of  President  of  Priests,  Lawyers,  and  Physicians.    I  repeat  it  now 
with  rancour:    Beehsebub  and  Bouvard  are  synonymous  terms  in 
my  lexicon.    Five  years  ago  I  loved  the  wretch,  for  he  saved  her, 
as  I  thought,  in  my  presence — did  that  give  him  a  right  over  her 
life  f    Has  not  he  cancelled  my  gratitude  ?    Can  one  love  and  hate 
at  onoeP    I  would  if  I  could — ^yes,  I  do  thank  him  for  prolonging 
her  life  for  five  years — butohl  professions,  professions  I  how  reaprii 
du  oarp$  absorbs  all  fbelingsl — and  howptejudioed  becomes  principlel 
Bear  old  woman  I  die  is  now,  I  fear,  no  more ! — I  can  write  no 
more,  Mada^  for  I  can  write  on  no  other  subject,  and  have  no 
right  to  torment  you  with  my  concern^    You  shall  hear  no  more 
of  it.    Nature  takes  care  that  hopeless  griefis  should  not  be  per- 
manent^ and  I  have  seen  so  much  affectation  of  lamentation  where 
little  was  felt,  and  I  know  so  well  that  I  have  often  felt  most  where 
I  have  diEMSOvered  least,  that  I  will  pro&ne  my  affection  to  my  lost 
friend  with  no  ostentation — much  less  to  those  who  never  knew  her. 
I  live  enough  in  solitude  to  indulge  all  my  sensations^  without 
troubling  others. 

P.S.  Since  I  wrote  my  letter  I  have  had  another  shock, — Geneial 
Conway  has  broken  his  arm !    Lady  Aylesbury  assures  me  there  is 


inal  TO  THS  BBV.  MB.  OQUL  tU 

w  Utds  bad  u  tiien  oan  be  in  aooh.  aa  uodieiat,  a&d  ttiat  I  sbuU 
hear  again  to-morrow.     Still  I  sludl  go  to  him  on  Friday. 

IMt;    TO  THB  BBT.  WlLLliU  COLS. 

■SlwMBftCTTY  BiO,  B^  S7, 1780. 
I  HU8T  ioqiiire  how  70a  do  after  all  yonr  electioneering  agitations, 
which  haye  growled  even  around  jour  hermitage.    Oaudidatea  and 
their  emiasaries  are  like  Pope's  autboie, 

ney  plvaa  on  tUekati,  thnn^  OBI  BTovM  thif  ^ida. 

However,  I  have  barred  mj  doors ;  and  when  I  would  oot  go  to  as 
election  for  myself,  I  would  not  fijr  aqy  <me  else.  ^     ,, 

Has  not  a  third  real  summer,  and  so  very  dry  one,  asnated  your 
oomplainta  F  I  have  been  remai;k^bly  w^  and  bettor  than  for 
these  five  years.  Would  X  could  pay  ^  s^m^  of  aU  my  fiiends — 
bnt^  alas!  I  expect  erery  day  to  hur  thatXha^  lost  my  dear  old, 
friend  Mpi^'f™*  du  SeSand.'  ^e  wa«  ^ideed  near  «gh^-four,  bnt 
retained  all  her  interior  &oultiaa— -two  da]?  .aga  the  l^ttMS  frgn . 
Paris  forbiMla  all  hopes.  80  \  leokc^  uyf^lf,  l^wd  Vk  to.£^Nioe».- 
where  I  have  kept  op  no  other  oonneotion.  ,,,  ,    r   1.        . 

I  am  going  at  lost  to  publish  my  fourth  volume  o£  '  Faioten^' 
which,  though  printed  so  long,  I  have  literally  treated  by  Horace's 

<  In  tha  tut  iBttar  Midama  da  Defiknd  erar  wmta  to  Walpolc,  d>l«d  the  S2Bd 
of  l.ngwt,  lb*  t^M  dew!TlbMb»ilta«UoB: — "  Ja  Towukodai  daiu  ma  danitN  qoe 
J«  ue  me  poitui  pai  bleu ;  c'eit  encore  pU  Mi)onrdlinL  Ja  mil  d'one  IblblaM  at 
d'nn  tbaitfltnent  ezMMits  i  qutoIi  eat  ttelnte.je  ne  poll  me  aoDtmir  inr  maaJunbM, 
J»B«  poia  me  donaer  aacaa  inoimment,J'U  le  ooaor  en^iloppAjJ'ai  dalkpaWi 
orolra  que  est  itat  oa  in'mnnonea  one  fin  pioebalne.  Je  n'ai  pH  U  foioa  d'an  Itra 
afiijia  i  eV  ne  Tooa  dannt  laroli  da  ma  rie,  Je  na  rlen  It  ragreUer.  DtTerttww 
Tovi,  mon  ami,  le  ploi  qna  tou  poniiM ;  na  toiu  affllgea  point  do  moD  iut ;  nona 
tUona  preaqne  pwdoi  1'na  pour  Taatm ;  noni  ne  nona  derioiu  jamali  reroir ;  TOna 
me  ngretteni,  parM  qn'on  eat  Uen-alae  de  ae  mtoIt  almS.    Peut-Stre  qaa  par  la 


dictate  an  answer.  Her  anto-room  coatiliued  CTcrj  diij  cTowdeil  niLli  tbe  pcraona  nfaa 
had  before  earToaaded  her  Boppor-tabie.  Hel  voakatiea  became  exceaaUe ;  but  she 
auffcred  no  pain,  aod  pciMfiiied  her  memoi?,  undcratanding,  uirl  jdeLstill  within  tha 
last  eight  ixyt,  of  her  eiUtanoe,  when  a  letliar^c  insensibilitji  took  plaiw,  whidi 
terminated  in  dealb,  withonl  effort  or  Blmggle,  on  tbe  2Jtli  of  September.  Sba  *•«, 
buried,  according  to  her  oim  direction,  in  the  plainest  moutier,  in  her  pariah  church 
of  Bt.  SnlplM.  To  Mr.  Walpole  she  beqaealhed  the  whola  uf  her  maniucriptii,  papera, 
letleiB,  and  books,  of  eTcr;  dattcription,  witb  ■  permiwiaD  W  the  Prtsce  uf  HeauTan 
to  take  a  cop;  of  anj  of  the  popera  he  might  dcaire. — Whiobi. 


44«  HORAOB  WALPOLM  URTIRa  [17M 

rule,  '' Noniunqiie  promatar  in  amram.''    Tell  me  how  1  shall  Mod 
it  to  you. 


1M4.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILUAM  COLE. 

Berbde^  BpUHre,  OeL  8, 1780. 

I  Dm  not  go  to  Malyem,  and  therefore  cannot  oertify  jon,  my 
good  SuTi  whether  TomHeame  mistook  stone  for  brass  or  not^  thon^ 
I  dare  to  say  your  oritioism  is  jnst 

My  book,  if  I  can  possiblyi  shall  go  to  the  inn  to-monowy  or  next 
day  at  least  You  will  find  a  great  deal  (tf  rubbish  in  it»  with  all 
your  partiality — but  I  shall  haye  done  with  it 

I  cannot  thank  you  enough  for  your  goodness  about  yoor  notes 
that  you  promised  Mr.  Grose ;  bat  I  cannot  possibly  be  less  generons 
and  less  disinterested,  nor  can  by  any  means  be  the  cause  of 
yoor  breaking  yoor  word.  In  short,  I  insist  on  your  sending 
your  notes  to  him— and  as  to  my  'life  of  Mr.  Baker/  if  it 
is  known  to  exist,  nobody  can  make  me  produce  it  sooner  than  I 
please,  nor  at  all  if  I  do  not  please ;  so  pray  send  yoor  aooonnts, 
and  leaye  me  to  be  stout  with  our  antiquaries,  or  curious.  I  shall 
not  satisfy  the  latter,  and  don't  care  a  straw  for  the  former. 

The  Marier  of  Pembroke  (who  he  is,  I  don't  know,*)  is  like  ttie 
loYcr  who  said, 

HsTS  I  noiMen  thee  where  Uum  heii  noi  been  1 

I  haye  been  in  Kent  with  Mr.  Barrett,  but  was  not  at  Rainqgate ; 
the  Master,  going  thither,  perhaps  saw  me.  It  is  a  mistake  not 
worth  rectifying.  I  have  no  time  for  more,  being  in  the  midst  of  the 
deUyery  of  my  books. 

1985.    TO  THB  SASL  OF  HABCfOUBT.' 

Berkde^  Square,  Od,  9, 1780L 

I  HAYB  had  but  too  melancholy  excuses,  my  dear  Lord,  for  not 
haying  yet  paid  my  duty  to  you.  For  these  three  weeks  I  haye 
been  alarmed,  and  been  expecting  the  death  of  my  dear  old  finend 
Madame  du  DefiEEuid.    I  haye  had  no  letter  from  Paris  this  week, 

'  Dr.  Jamee  Brown.— OvmnmHAM. 
'  Now  Ant  jmbliihed.— CvinmieiuH. 


1780.]  TO  sot  HORACa  XAm.  UT 

and  fear  it  ia  over.  In  the  midat  of  thia  diatroaa  I  waa  ahooked  with 
an  aoooimt  of  General  Oonwsy  having  broken  hia  ann ;  too  tme^ 
fliongh  he  is  in  the  fEdrest  way  poaaible.  Before  iheae  nuafortimeay  I 
aad  settled  with  my  bookseller  to  publish  my  laat  volume  of  the 
'  Aneodotea  of  Painting/  and  had  caloolated  I  ahonld  be  retomed 
ftom  Nmieham  before  the  publication,  which,  having  been  adver* 
oised  for  the  nintix,  I  must  perform.  This  will  make  it  impossible 
for  me  to  wait  on  your  Lordship  before  the  beginning  of  next  week, 
when  I  shall  make  Mr.  Oonway  another  visits  whom  I  had  time  to 
stay  with  but  one  nig^t  since  his  accident  I  flatter  myself  I  ahall 
not  interfere  with  any  id  your  Lordship's  or  Lady  Haroourf  a  plans, 
in  which  case  you  would  forbid  the  homage  of  your  Lordahip'a  moat 
devoted  humble  aervant^ 

Hob*  Walfoli. 

P.S.  I  will  bring  the  volume  with  me,  that  you  may  not  have  the 
trouble  of  sending  for  it 


19W.    TO  sot  HORACE  HANK. 

BerheUf/  Square,  OeL  i,  1780. 

I  HAVB  received  your  packet  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  and  am  delighted 
with  its  contents.  Your  news  would  be  much  the  best  part,  but  I 
doubt  is  not  so  for  advanced  aa  to  expect  sudden  effect  llie  History 
of  the  House  of  Medici  will  be  welcome  indeed.  I  see  one  has  but 
to  form  wishes  early,  and  live  long  enough,  and  they  will  all  be 
fulfilled.  The  FamigUa  esUnia*  made  me  smile.  If  that  condition 
brings  one  acquainted  with  their  true  story,  it  would  not  make  one 
very  zealous  for  successors  in  some  foreign  royal  femilies;  for 
instance,  I  should  not  pray  for  issue  to  the  Great-Duke  of  Russia. 
I  beg  you  will  subscribe  for  three  sets  for  me  and  two  of  my  friends. 
I  should  like  to  have  earia  oeruha  ;  not  because  it  is  the  dearest,  but 
because  I  do  not  know  what  it  is,  and  therefore  conclude,  like  the 
vulgar,  that  it  is  something  mighty  fine.  I  hope  no  soul  that  has 
interest  to  stop  it»  will  get  an  inkling  of  the  worL 

^  It  wat  irrltten  by  QaUani,  from  Mthflatio  papen  ftuniahad  by  Uie  Amtrtia 
Grand-Duke  Leopold ;  who  taid  tbal^  aa  the  Honae  of  Medid  waa  estinet,  there  waa 
no  reaaon  ftir  not  writing  their  true  atory.  Thia  Hiitory  waa  pabUahed  in  1781,  alter 
the  death  of  the  Bmpreaa^een,  wboae  prqjndieea  would  probably  hare  prerented  It^ 
had  ahe  known  of  her  aon'a  intention,  aa  it  la  not  at  aU  AkTowable  to  the  Ooart  of 
Some. — Walfou. 


4i6  HORA0B  WAIiFOLn  LKmU.  [ITblL 

Your  ling  I  hare  not  yet  reoeiTod,  though  Mr.  M(»noe  is  azrired. 
Indeed,  displeased  as  I  was  at  your  sapBrabundant  kindnem  in 
sending  it^  I  am  now  afraid  I  shall  neyear  .possess  jt.  All  my 
disinterestedness  oould  not  resist  dunniilg  Mr.  Monioe ;  azid,  behold, 
he  has  sent  me  word  that  by  some  mal-^niendu  it  was  packed  up  in 
hisheavy  baggage,  Whidi>  by  an6ther,  is  still  at  Margate  I  Obi  how 
can  one  flatter  one's  self  that  a  ring  in  a  bottle  of  heavy  baggage 
will  ever  be  found  I  6r,  rather,  wilt  not  be  found  and  stolen  by  some 
oostom-house  offioerl  Mr.  Morrioe  was  a  fine  person  to  trust  a 
gem  to  I  I  suppose  he  would  haye  stuffed  a  lady's  picture  for  her 
lover  into  a  jack-boot  I 

General  Dalrymple  is  arrived  from  Sir  Henry  dintcm,  with  heavy 
baggage  indeed,  friU  of  bad  news  I  The  Ghtzette  has  produced  only 
samples  strewed  over  with  fine  sugar,  to  make  it  as  palatable  and 
little  bitter  as  possible ;  but  the  sum  total  is,  that  of  adieu  to  America  I 
All  the  visions  that  mounted  in  frmies  into  our  heads  from  tiie 
capture  ci  Charleston  are  turned  to  smoke ;  and  it  were  well  if  it 
would  rest  there.  To  be  cured  of  that  dream  would  be  no  calamity; 
but  I  wish  we  may  have  no  collateral  losses  I  I  fear  we  ache  in 
some  islands,  and  are  not  quite  without  twitches  on  the  continent  of 
Ani^rim^  Well  I  as  I  was  right  in  foreseeing  some  miserable  issue 
from  the  American  war,  I  have  a  mind  to  try  my  skill  in  foretelling 
peace.    'Tis  sure  I  wish  it  most  fervently. 

Last  week  I  was  alarmed  with  a  calamity  nearer  to  my  heart  than 
politics.  General  Conway  broke  his  arm  by  a  &1L  But  I  have 
been  with  him,  and  he  is  in  the  most  favourable  way  possible,  and 
has  not  had  the  smallest  degree  of  fever. 

You  must  reckon  this  short  letter  the  second  part  of  my  last, 
which  was  short  too ;  or  as  the  beginning  of  my  next,  for,  if  ever  I 
get  my  ring,  I  shall  certainly  write  again  to  thank  you,  though  I 
should  have  nothing  else  to  say.  I  could  have  made  this  longer, 
but  I  do  not  like  to  entertain  every  foreign  post-office  with  what  they 
would  not  dislike. 


1067.    Ta  SIB  HOBAOS  KAJSTS. 

attawberry  HO,  OeL  7, 17S0. 

Part  the  second  behold  already — for  I  have  received  the  gem, 
which  fi^m  ignorance  I  called  a  ring,  and  beg  its  pardon:  it  is 
much  too  large  for  so  Uttle  an  appellation,  and  is  most  beautiful  too. 


ms.\  TO  8IB  BOtMH  lUNV-  4tt 

•nd  of  exg«iffite  Boo^^ton.  All  this  malcM  miiUn  mtm,  b/rtie 
finer  it  i^  ^o  more  I  «in  ^sliviied ;  and  tiiwefor*  taaaak  tliMk  jod 
Judf  BO  maeh  as  it  deaerves.  Tot  I  vill  be  nry  grateful,  apan 
conditioa  of  ita  Dever  hanag  &  puooweor.  Toa  nnut  tsU  me  irlut 
tlie  (MHuudssean  hare  bajitized  it.  la  it  aa  Apollo  or  w  Aawwrnf 
A  handsome  young  god  and  a  heroine  approach  ao  much  to  the 
hovndaries  of  the  sexes,  that  they  aro  not  ea^y  discrimiaated  in  m 
emidl  an  area.  Mr.  Morrice  has  iairty  excused  his  delay.  After  bo 
liad  put  to  sea,  they  apprehended  a  privateo)' ;  on  wliich  ha  sent 
back  his  baggage  to  Oatond,  and  with  it  his  most  valuaUe  treasures. 
My  gom  has  escaped  all  these  perUs,  and  arrived  like  the  lost  sheep. 
You  cannot  imagine  how  the  Caligola,  and  the  Bianca  Capello,  and 
Benvenuto's  coffer,  and  the  Castiglione,  and  all  your  preeents, 
embraced  and  hugged  it,  and  inqoired  afier  you.  The  oew-coDutr  i| 
lodged  in  a  glass  case  in  my  Tribune,  over  against  Caligula.' 

As  I  wrote  to  you  but  two  days  ago — ^jaay,  my  letti>r  would  leave 
I^ndoa  but  to-night, — I  have  no  news  to  add :  however,  I  may  have, 
for  this  will  not  go  hence  till  Tuesday  morning,  to  be  ready  for  that 
night's  mail.  Bat  I  was  so  impatient  to  tell  you  tho  cameo  is  safe, 
ami  that  your  munificence  is  not  thrown  away  entireJy,  that  I  could 
qot  belp  bfiguuiing  wf  Uttsr  Dtm,  thoo^  the  ntk  til  mj  paper  moat 
dqwad  op  &a  ob«%  «f  aooidmt  wai  events :  and,  if  they  will  not 
^asist  it,  I  do  wd;  wra,— ^  it  Aa&  i  X  viU  not  owe  you  a  BMBunf  a 
gratitods  Aat  I  oaa  ps?.  If  ay,  I  will  bei^i  ooala  «f  fire  on  my  ovb 
bead ;  for  all  jom  ff^  akaXL  be  «atisred  in  fiie  printed  oatalogne  of 
mywUaotioa  M  ywr  pswont^— aiad  than  wboever  reads  it  vill  trf, 
"  Why,  had  be  no  aheaw  I  *'-^<^  ym, »  viii  dmii  mi  thie  is  am 
ef  jus  w}is  «f  dnag  peavxet. 

Snoe  I  vTote  the  above,  I  have  heard  £kisl  Fmis  of  Aa  death  ^ 
my  dear  old  Mend  Madame  da  De&nd,  irhom  I  vent  so  often 
tbithw  to  see.  It  was  not  quite  unexpected,  and  iras  softened  by 
her  great  age,  £ighty-£m  wbioh  forbad  distant  Iwpee;  and.  "iij 
what  I  dreaded  more  than  her  deaUi,  her  inoreamng  deafness,  which, 
had  it  hsBsie,  like  kmt  bltsdmees,  total,  would  have  been  living  after 
des£bu  Ser  memoi;  oulf  bfigm  to  impair ;  her  (qgyiiang  Awse  «ad 
quiobwaB,  &ot«t  all  I^Ta«ntto>tolier.owe**riMk&r  theaeJim 
fifteen  years,  as  opcreepondeiwie  and  oonreew^ion  wi^d  he  ber  eoJ^ 
pleaanres.    Yoa  see  ^tJ«i»tbeiBOBt  foitb&lM^BP'witerAnjU* 

of  ApoHo,  wU  St  IM  IHnwiMn]'  Hill 
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mold— and,  alas  I  nsrer  see  those  I  am  so  oonstautfo!  One  is 
fo^tiddcn  common-plaoe  leflectioiiB  oc  these  misfbrtanes^  beawui 
fluy  art  oomiiioii-plaoe ;  hot  is  not  that,  because  fiiey  are  natural  7 
But  yanrneTerhsTuig  knovn  that  dear  old  mnnan  is  a  brtter  reason 
fin-  not  m&kmg  yon  Oie  butt  of  my  ooncern. 

Lord  Geo^  Ghirdon  has  just  got  a  ueigfabonr — ^I  beUere,  not  a 
oompanion ;  for  state-prisonerB  are  not  allowed  to  be  reiy  soeiaUe. 
Laurens,  lately  President  <^  the  CongTeni,  has  been  taken  by  a  natnral 
ma  of  the  last  Lord  Albemarle,  and  brought  to  En^and,  to  Tjosidon, 
to  the  Tower.  He  was  going  AmbassadoT  to  Holland,  and  bis  ptqwia 
are  oaptaied  too.  I  should  think  they  would  teQ  as  but  what  w« 
learnt  a  fintnigfat  ago ;  and  (whitdi  is  more  w(mderfdl,  what  we  would 
not  believe  tiU  a  fbrtniglit  ago)  fiiat  thete  is  an  end  of  oai  Amearisan 
dream  I  Perlu^M  they  will  gire  as  baok  a  oanny  in  exiJiange  for 
their  negotiator. 

I  go  again  to-monow  to  see  Genwal  Conway,  and  hope  to  find 
him  oat  of  bed ;  and  I  finish  my  letter,  that  I  may  not  nm  into 
meditations  on  what  is  uppermost  in  my  mind, — mtntali^  and  iti 
accidents! 

AtmgkL 
.  Ihave  just  heard  some  news  that  yon  will  like  to  hear,  and  iriadh 
will  make  yon  hold  np  yonr  head  ^ain  a  HtUe  cu-d-m  de  M.th 
BarbanUme.  An  express  arrired  te-day  from  Lord  CoravalHs,  wiio 
with  two  tiurasand  men  has  attacked  Qeneral  (Jates  in  Carolina  at 
the  head  of  aeren  thonsand,  and  entirely  deCeaud  him,  killed  nine 
hundred,  and  taken  one  thonrand  prisoners ;  and  flieie  has  sinoe 
been  a  little  oodidl,  of  all  wiiioh  yoa  will  see  the  partzcnlars  in  the 
to-morrow's  '  Gazette.' — Bat  it  is  very  late,  and  this  most  go  to  town 
eaiiy  in  the  morning.  I  allow  yoa  to  trinmph,  thon^  Gates  is  my 
godson,  and  yonr  namesake. 


IMS.  TO  THB  OOimtTISB  OT  OfiSOBT. 
/■art  PtoH,  Oet  10,  at  M 
1  srr  down  after  the  &miiy  are  gone  to  bed  to  answer  yonr  Lady- 
ship's letter  which  I  receiTed  this  morning  as  I  was  getting  into  my 
postohaise ;  and  to-morrow  I  go  to  Noneham ;  a  visit  I  oonld  n<^ 
refose  as  it  is  but  nxteen  miles  o^  and  that  I  have  not  been  dun 
these  two  years :  otherwise  I  am  io  no  mood  to  seek  or  to  contribnte 
io  a 
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Ton  did  me  jnstioey  Madam,  in  imputmg  my  silenoe  to  my  miliap- 
piuMB.  My  dMT  old  friend  is  gone  I  I  had  been  told  to  expect  it; 
but  the  contraiy  wind  kept  me  twelre  days  in  anxious  misery!  andl 
could  not  help  having  moments  of  hope — ^now  they  are  all  destroyed. 
Mr.  Conwa3r's  accident^  toO|  though  he  is  in  the  fidrest  way  possible, 
did  not  diminish  my  concern ;  my  spirits  are  so  naturally  good  that  I 
know  they  will  recorer  without  c^orts ;  yet  frequent  losses  of  friends 
remind  one  of  the  discomforts  of  old  age ;  but  one  should  not  attrist 
those  who  are  at  a  distance  from  the  precipice. 

I  haye  not  heard  Lady  Charlotte  Finch's  bon^mot^  nor  anything 
else  till  last  nighty  when  I  leamt  Lord  Comwallis's  victory  from 
those  most  concerned.  I  passed  the  evening  with  Lady  Hertford  at 
Mrs.  Keene's.  Lord  and  Lady  North  were  there,  en  eour  pUni^e^ 
with  Miss,  the  Queen  Mother  Drake,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Brydone, 
the  Sicilian  traveller,  who  having  wriggled  himself  into  Bushy'  will, 
I  suppose,  soon  be  an  envoy,  like  so  many  other  Scots.  As  Lord 
Nordi's  poppies  had  been  just  jerked  with  sprigs  of  laurel,  he  was 
very  good  company,  and  my  partner  at  cribbage.  He  has  just  been 
in  Somersetdiire,  and  let  a  house  to  a  woman  who  petitioned  for  a 
piece  more  ci  land  as  her  tenement  had  no  backside.  I  said  he  had 
certainly  not  sold  her  a  good  bargain.  This  suited  his  humour,  and 
he  told  us  several  more  good  stories.  I  say  nothing  of  the  victory 
over  my  godson.  It  is  all  in  the  '  Ghusette,'  and  I  suppose  more. 
'Tis  sufBioient  to  make  us  relapse  into  our  American  frenzy,  which 
the  last  cargo  of  bad  news  had  cooled.  The  conqueror  talks  of 
severity  to  the  late  renegades ;  he  forgets  his  own  protest  on  the 
Stamp  Act,  or  perhaps  chooses  to  wash  it  out  with  blood. 

Lady  Surrey  is  not  only  confined,  but  for  some  time  was  tied  down 
in  her  bed.  She  now  wdks  about  the  house,  but  sometimes  herself 
asks  for  the  strait  waistcoat 

The  Duchess  of  Gloucester  is  certainly  not  going  abroad,  to  my 
knowledge ;  at  least  the  Duke  is  amazingly  recovered  by  the  sea  air 
and  looks,  they  tell  me,  remarkably  welL 

I  believe  ihese  are  answers  to  all  your  Ladyship's  questions, 
except  on  Lady  Granard's  match.  I  did  not  know  it  or  her.  The 
last  query  is  very  kind ;  Boughton  and  Drayton  I  have  seen,  and 
Kirby  I  dionld  like  to  see,  but  you  will  be  returned,  and  the  season 
gone,  before  I  could  reach  Farming  Woods.  At  present  I  wiU  wish 
you  good  night,  Madam,  after  thanking  you  again  for  your  kindness 

1  Lord  UTortti'i  home.— OvH«ur«BiUU 


tft  HORACl  WiU^FOLBB  hBmXL  (1780 

mboui  any  pD«r  lost  fnend  I  liar  not  haying  tekan  J«&iAiPlB  p5wd6r 
ftddB  to  my  Mrow,  and  I  oBiinot  fiirget  it,  but  I  kate  pttxmiaad  lo 
say  no  more  on  that  terrible  safajeeb 


I  AM  heartily  vexed  at  my  diaappotAtami:  I  hay%  aot  only  m/k 
Ibutid  yoa  heidi  but  find  yoa  will  not  ooime  tSl  I  am  goaa.  I  bcigged 
you  to  tell  ma  yoar  motions,  bat  haaid  aot  a  iiord  of  yoa.  I  delayed 
and  delayed  till  it  grew  too  late  iit  fba  yeat  for  ma  to  y^nUn  being 
from  home  kst  the  goat  efaonld  atrivew  It  m  inoie  piovaking  tfamt 
you  ha?e  been  flinging  awty  yoar  tinw  <ak  a  tampika  iMiafing»  a 
eertain  iray  to  be  sore  to  overtilivow  despotism  I  I  ahoold  Hka  to  aaa 
a  letter  fix>m  Bmtos  to  Oassina,  tdling  him  that  he  hoped  to  atab 
OflBsar  to  the  heart  by  setting  aside  a  fool  of  the  tji«nt»  whom  ha 
intended  to  make  sarreyor  of  the  Appian  Way.  If  Honu^e  had 
been  m  a  ploi^  I  dionld  tell  him^  were  I  Ca88ia%  that  he  would 
hare  be^  better  employed  in  writing  a  eatiia  an  ■  «■  '^  I  hara 
foi^gotten  all  my  Boman  hiiltory,  and  eo  I  will  sappose  eoaae  iiwtiTipa 
that  would  answ*  to  Johnson's  Billingsgate  on  IfiUxm^  or  Soama 
Jenyns's  Ode  oh  Hortiee  and  ViigiL  In  ahoit  and  in  ^ain  KbgMii 
you,  that  have  no  business  bat  with  immoxtality^  are  sqwsbUiag  in 
vestries,  or  in  aleotiona  that  signify  no  mote  than  veatrisa*— am 
wrapping  up  a  matehless  talent  in  the  aoaiia  mfcliar  of  m  aacmtry 
tavern.  Pi^thee  lea^  England  to  its  £dly,  fo  its  tnin,  to  the  Seotoh. 
They  ha^redused  it  to  askelefon,  and  the  bones  wQl  atiok  in  their 
own  throats;  yoa  will  find  nothing  but  loPeans  on  Lard  OomwaBia. 
The  Court  has  lost  some  elections,  but  who  ^M  oome  in  bdfc  banditi 
— whom  they  will  bay  the  Aist  week  tbey  oome  to  townP 

I  have  left  with  LomL  Harooait  fair  yot  my  new  <dd  hat  vakaoi 
of '  Painters.'  You  need  not  tarn  it  tfwt^  lor  thcteis  ast  aajdlaUa 
you  have  net  seen  bat  tiie  short  Pra£M^  and  Bhai#r  fiadiaation. 
By  the  latter  y^u  see  I  de  nfot  court  popalariiyo 

If  you  have  4  tnind  to  be  very  eUiging  after  disappoialiag  ae  aa 
muoh,  you  will  make  four  posts  mora  aid  oome  to  Stamwberry  $  H 
you  do  not,  I  h<^  Bishop  Hard  will  be  Anhbishdp  ef  QsaiarbBy 
and  Cardinal,  Mr.  Bmelt  Mendani  de  la  pnwmcB  *  Fdri^  and  Da. 
Johnson  licenser  of  the  press,  de  par  h  Eoi;  and  then  I  hope  you 
will  have  a  mind  to  wiito  again,  and  git  nobody  to  print  it 


-      .  .  I  !  -        « ».  A  I 


•'    '   i-NOX   AND 
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P.&  Thia  plaoe  [Nimeham}  i»  more  ISlysiau  ihan  eror,  fhe  ri^er 
[the  Thames]  Ml  to  the  brim«  and  the  ohnrch  by  one  tonoh  at 
Albano'a  pencil  is  become  a  temple,  and  a  principal  feature  of  one 
of  the  most  beantifiil  landscapes  in  the  world. 


1970.    TO  CHABLBS  BBDFOBD,  BSQ.> 

I  Alt  most  exceedingly  concerned  at  the  melancholy  account  I 
have  receiyed  of  yonrself  and  yonr  &mi]y>  and  pity  you  from  my 
heart  I  wish  anything  I  conld  say  could  give  you  ease  and  comfort 
or  any  thing  I  could  do  could  relieye  your  anxiety— but  in  BUflh 
afflictions  we  must  submit  to  the  will  of  Ood>  who  I  fenrently  hope 
win  spare  those  you  so  deseiredly  Ioyc.  You  must  act  like  a  man 
bear  your  misfortunes  with  courage  and  patience^  and  take  care  of 
yourself  for  the  sake  of  the  rest,  i  any  should  be  taken  from  you. 
I  hope  your  tenderness  and  fears  have  made  you  think  the  danger 
greater  than  it  is. 

Bo  not  think  of  ceremony  with  me,  who  certainly  do  not  expect 
it;  nor,  oppressed  as  you  are,  write  yourself;  but  let  Mr.  Harris 
send  me  exact  accounts.  I  shall  be  anxious  to  hear  again,  but  posip 
tively  will  not  have  you  write  yourseli  Remember,  I  enjoin  this. 
I  never  can  doubt  of  your  attention  to  me,  and  like  best  that  you 
should  show  it  now,  by  complying  with  what  I  desire.  It  will  give 
me  sincere  joy  to  receive  a  better  account,  as  I  am 

Most  cordially  yours, 

HoR.  Walpolb. 


1971.    TO  THB  COinTTBSS  OF  0S80B7. 

fferkeleif  Squartt  Nov.  1, 1780. 

I  H4TI  suspected,  for  some  time,  Madam,  that  I  am  growing 
superannuated,  and  now  I  am  sure  of  it,  for  I  don't  know  what  I 
say.  I  certainly  did  not,  if  I  told  your  Ladyship  that  I  was  going 
to  Nuneham  for  b  forimght  I  meant  to  stay  but  two  nights,  and 
literally  did  stay  but  three ;  and  the  reason  I  gave  you,  not  having 
been  there  in  two  years,  was  the  worst  reason  I  had  to  give,  another 
proof  of  dotage  \  for  besides  the  visit  to  Lord  and  Tjady  Haroourk, 

'  Kqw  firti  psbUilied.— <??ir]i|S«|U]|. 
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to  whom  I  certainly  have  great  obligations,  my  jowmey  oompre- 
bended  two  visits  (going  and  coming)  to  Mr.  Conway,  who  still  kept 
bis  bed;  and  moreover  I  was  to  meet  Mr.  Mason  at  Naneham.     Afl 
tbis  is  not  an  excuse  of  myself,  but  an  accusation.    Your  Liadyship's 
is  not  quite  so  just    You  know  I  offered  myself  at  Ampthill  Srst, 
and  your  election,  and  tben  your  immediate  renioval  to  Fanning 
Woods,  prevented  my  paying  my  first  duty  to  your  Ladyship  and 
Lord  Offiory ;  and  when  I  pleaded  a  debt  to  Lord  Haroour^  I  did 
and  could  mean  nothing  but  the  specific  moment  in  which  I  was  to 
go  to  him.     Different  fits  of  illness,  and  dose  confinement  have 
interrupted  several  intended  journeys  to  Ampthill ;  and  all  last  year 
I  was  literally  not  out  of  my  own  house  once,  no,  not  once, — I  mean, 
not  to  deep  anywhere  else.    I  certainly  am  better  at  present  than 
I  have  been  these  five  years,  and,  if  it  continues,  will  indubitably 
wait  on  you ;   it  shall  certainly  be  the  first  visit  I  will  pay  any 
where. 

As  I  have  been  returned  above  a  fortnight  I  should  have  written 
had  I  had  a  syllable  to  tell  you ;  but  what  could  I  tell  you  from 
that  melancholy  and  very  small  circle  at  Twickenham  Park,  almost 
the  only  place  I  do  go  to  in  the  country,  partly  out  of  charity,  and 
partly  as  I  have  scarce  any  other  society  left  which  I  prefer  to  it ; 
for,  without  entering  on  too  melancholy  a  detail,  recollect^  Madam, 
that  I  have  outlived  most  of  those  to  whom  I  was  habituated.  Lady 
Hervey,  Lady  Suffolk,  Lady  Blandford — ^my  dear  old  friend  [Madame 
du  Deffand],  I  should  probably  never  have  seen  again — ^yet  that  is 
a  deeper  loss,  indeed !  She  has  left  me  all  her  MSS. — a  compact 
between  us — ^in  one  word  I  had,  at  her  earnest  request,  consented 
to  accept  them,  on  condition  she  should  leave  me  nothing  else. 
She  had,  indeed,  intended  to  leave  me  her  little  all,  but  I  declared  I 
would  never  set  foot  in  Paris  again  (this  was  ten  years  ago)  if  she 
did  not  engage  to  retract  that  destination.  To  satisfy  her,  I  at  last 
agreed  to  accept  her  papers,  and  one  thin  gold  box  with  the  portrait 
of  her  dog.  I  have  written  to  beg  her  dog  itself,  which  is  so  cross, 
that  I  am  sure  nobody  else  would  treat  it  well ;  and  I  have  ordered 
her  own  servant  who  read  all  letters  to  her  to  pick  out  all  the  letters 
of  living  persons,  and  restore  them  to  the  several  writers  without 
my  seeing  theuL 

Were  I  vain-glorious,  to  be  sure  I  might  have  boasted  of  passing  a 
second  evening  with  Lord  and  Lady  North — ^nay,  at  their  own 
palace.  Perhaps  you  will  think  I  am  going  to  be  swaddled  in 
ermine  in  my  dotage  like  old  Brudend ;  but  be  assured.  Madam, 
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tbat  I  do  not  deagn  to  haye  robes  and  a  eoronet  laid  on  my  death- 
bed like  Lord  Hnnfldon. 

I  came  to  town  on  Sunday  to  pay  my  duty  to  the  Duke  of 
Olonoester,  who,  however,  did  not  aniTe  till  last  night  I  never 
saw  him  look  so  well  and  so  robust  He  returns  on  Saturday  to 
stay  till  after  Chiistmas :  so  shall  I,  but  for  only  two  or  three  days, 
as  all  my  few  aoqnaintanoe  have  left  my  neighbonrhood,  and  as  I 
do  not  think  it  pnident,  at  this  oritioal  time  of  the  year,  for  me  to 
be  mnoh  in  the  country.  I  may  be  in  a  busy  scene  here  for  aught 
I  know,  but  I  take  care  to  have  no  business  with  it  Anotiher 
phcsniz,  just  like  its  predecessor,  is  risen  from  the  ashes  of  the  last 
Parliament ;  and  I  suppose  will  have  the  final  honour  of  consuming 
its  own  nest  Lord  Ossory,  I  conclude,  is  arrived,  and  will  tell  you 
particulars  of  which  I  am  informed  only  by  the  newspapers. 

Gtoorge  [Selwyn]  I  have  seen  in  his  paternal  mansion,  and  drank 
tea  with  hun  and  his  adopted  babe  and  its  governess,  and  Mr.  Storer. 
He  goes  every  night  at  nine  to  the  new  Irish  Queen's  couchSe.* 

Your  'Barbary  traveller'  is  probably  an  ape  of  Mr.  Bruce,  and 
hopes  to  lie  himself  unto  7000^  I  can  sooner  believe  that  savages 
eat  living  beef-steaks  than  that  they  imitate  our  pitiful  European 
vice  of  insincerity.  The  impulse  of  nature  may  make  us  knock  out 
the  brains  of  an  enemy ;  but  it  must  be  long-tutored,  and  civilised, 
and  polished,  and  refined,  before  we  sell  our  country  and  posterity 
tar  a  mess  of  potage. 

As  your  Ladyship  has  long  had  the  bulk  of  my  book,  my  last 
volume  (and  last  volume  it  shall  be),  it  was  not  worth  while  to 
send  it  to  you  for  the  addition  of  two  or  three  pages ;  but  since 
you  desire  it,  if  I  am  so  lucky  as  to  see  Lord  Ossory,  he  shaU 
have  it 


1978.    TO  THB  REV.  WILLIAM  MASOK. 

Berkeley  Square,  Nov,  1, 17S0. 

I  OWN  I  was  heartily  vexed  at  your  not  letting  me  know  when 
you  would  be  at  Nuneham,  that  I  might  have  contrived  to  meet 
you  there,  but  what  you  have  sent  me  would  wash  out  any  stain — 
all  ihe  per/umeB  of  Arabia  do  sweeten  your  Utile  hand,  the  grey  goose 
quiU  thai  is  therein  (for,  as  Millamant  says,  I  am  very  fond  of  the 

>  Thai  1%  to  Lftdy  Oirliile'a    Lord  CarllBle  wai  mide  thk  year  Lord-Lieatenaiit  of 
Iraland.— CmnmroHAM. 


poebi  t(Hky)  tii  Aw  AM«f •  blbdi  A  M^.  WhM  yoti  inito  m  ymi 
may  let  the  world  want  the  rest  of  your  blank  rtatB  and  lesra 
me  to  be 


Yesi  I  am  soEoitoiu  about  yoUr  immortal  fiEtfne,  aiid  oara  aboot 
litUe  elae.  Ttdljr's  last  works  bnoyad  up  when  all  his  patrioi 
•ndeavoilrs  lonk  in  the  oommon  ihoro  of  his  aoohtry.  This  oovniiy 
is  as  lost  as  his,  and  nofhing  oan  sava  it  Do  yoa  want  a  na# 
instanoa  P  Dr.  Hnnter,  that  Sootoh  nightman,  had  the  impadsnol 
fother  day  to  pour  oat  at  his  Anatomio  leeture  a  more  ontrageoiis 
Smeltiad  thsn  Smelt  himself  and  imputed  all  our  disgpraoes  and  nun 
to  the  Opposition.  Burke  was  present^  and  said  h4  had  heard  of 
Political  Arithmetioy  but  never  before  of  Politiaal  Anatomy^yet  Ibr  a 
Soot  to  dare  thus  in  the  heart  of  London,  and  be  borne^  is  pioof 
enough  that  the  nation  itself  is  lost  beyond  redemption.  The  new 
Parliament,  as  I  foresaw  it  would  be,  is  exactly  what  the  last  wa& 
Do  you  require  a  proof  of  that  too^  besides  the  same  ntanding 
majority  P  Here  is  one :  Kigby,  who  exactly  this  time  twelyemonth 
tried  to  betray  and  blow  up  tiie  Administratiim,  was  yesterday  ita 
drawcansir,  and  I  hope  you  allow  he  at  least  oan  desory  the  better 
of  the  lay.  Charles  Fox  indeed  told  Lord  George  Germaine  that 
he  was  a  ooward  as  he  had  always  been,  and  was  stabbing  in  tha 
dark ;  yet  surely  that  was  unjust :  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  FuUartoa 
attempted  to  stab  in  open  daylight — ^we  are  abore  diUmn. 

I  know  no  news  but  that  flie  Prince  of  Wales  is  to  haTe  a  bit  of 
an  establishment ;  yet  his  court  is  still  to  be  kept  in  tlie  nurseiry* 
Howerer,  there  wiU  be  a  little  more  room ;  for  flis  rij^t  renerend 
Father  in  GKxl,  Prince  Frederic  [Duke  of  York],  is  to  be  weaned 
and  sent  abroad. 

ELis  holiness  the  Archbishop  had  much  ado  last  nig^t  to  ehristen 
Prince  Alfred.  I  wonder,  as  every  body  is  equally  fit  for  every 
thing,  that  they  did  not  make  the  pontiff  and  the  wet-nurse  change 
offices.  Sir  John  Mordaunf  s  red  ribbon  is  to  be  given  to  Bodney, 
and  not  to  Lord  Oomwallis — I  suppose  because  not  crimson  enough 
for  him.  There  t  I  am  glad  I  have  got  through  the  chapter  of 
politics ;  here  is  something  better ' : — 

WbMi  IfscTttlh  9&rf9i  In  Aithu^  tnw. 
He  liid  to  Bnmbold  "  Black  my  iho^* 


'  Ste  ToL  fL  p.  J 19. — CommioHAa. 
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To  whiA  iM  aMPo'd  "  Ay,  Babw* 

Bat  when  rotnni'd  firom  Indi»'a  land. 
And  grown  too  prond  to  brook  eommaad^ 
He  ilemly  aaiwer'd*  "  Iftij,  Bob^" 

I  am  told  this  is  at  least  three  years  oldt  no  matter;  good  ink  like 
wine  is  not  the  worse  for  age. 

I  wish  you  had  told  me,  if  you  did  not  find  Nnneham  in  more 
beaaty  than  ever.  I  do  not  know  the  Paradise  on  earth  I  prefer  to 
ity  with  its  Adam  and  Eve;  who  may  comfort  themselves  with 
having  no  ohildren,  when  they  recollect  that  the  first-bom  com- 
mitted murder  with  the  jauhbone  of  an  Am,  a  deadly  weapon  I 
am  snrel 

Quaker  or  not  I  do  object  to  my  valuable  ruearchu :  I  never 
searched  anywhere  but  in  foolish  books,  and  for  no  end  but  to  divert 
myself.  It  is  such  folk  as  Dr.  Milles  that  reHorch;  and  when  they 
have  tumbled  out  of  their  depth,  call  their  fall— elucidations.  I 
never  pretended  to  any  thing ;  I  never  did  any  thing  that  signified 
and  I  will  not  subscribe  to  compliments,  whidi  would  look  as  if  I 
liked  them.  Yet  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  humble,  nor  to  dislike  flat- 
tery ;  but  then  I  choose  to  flatter  myself—for  that  is  the  only  flattery 
that  is  ever  severe.  I  do  not  ask  when  you  will  come  to  town,  for 
then  perhaps  you  will  tell  me. 

With  duty  to  Miss  Fauquier.    How  I  delight  to  see  her 

Throw  her  broad  black  exterminating  ^e, 
And  emah  aome  new  gilt  conrtier'a  loyiJ  lie 

P. 8.  I  am  reading  L'Abb^  Bichard's  'Voyage  d'ltalie,'  in  six 
volumes.  He  pretends  to  give  an  account  of  the  History  and 
Governments  of  the  several  l^tes,  and  though  it  is  heavy,  it  is  not 
bad ;  but  one  passage  diverted  me»  speaking  of  Pipemo  the  Pri- 
vemum  of  the  Yolsdi,  he  mentions  Oamilla  as  a  parishioner  there, 
and  says,  ^'L'Histoire  de  cette  beUe  guerriere  (in  Yirgil)  merite 
d'Mre  lue.^  There  is  a  rmearck  fbr  you.  Loi  the  eighteenth 
century  we  can  cite  Yiigil  for  true  story,  as  Caxton  did  three 
hundred  years  ago. 

1978.    TO  SIB  HORACE  MAITN 

MBridey  Stuart,  No9.  %  1780. 

If  the  word  New  Parliament  did  not  impose  a  sort  of  duty  on  me 
-— «t  leasts  if  you  would  not  expect  it,— -I  think  I  should  scarce 
write  to  you  yet>  for  I  have  nothing  to  tell  you  but  that  il  ne  tahit 
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pa$  la  peine  de  changer.  There  are  seyeral  new  members,  bat  no 
noveltjr  in  sfyle  or  totality  of  votes.  The  Court  may  haye  what 
number  it  chooses  to  buy.  It  has  nominated  a  new  Speako*, 
Mr.  ComwalL  Sir  Fletcher,  who  never  haggles  with  shame^ 
published  his  own  disgrace,  and  declared  he  had  been  laid  asUe 
without  notice.  Courts  do  not  always  punish  their  own  profligaies 
so  justly. 

There  is  no  new  public  event  at  home  or  from  abroad.  The 
Spanish  negotiation  does  not  seem  to  advance  at  alL  Prince 
Frederic,  the  Bishop,  is  going  to  Germany ;  and  then  the  Prince 
of  Wales  is  to  have  something  of  a  feunily. 

Our  old  acquaintance  Lord  Pomfiret,  whose  madness  has  lain 
dormant  for  some  time,  is  broken  out  again ;  I  mean,  his  madness 
is.  He  went  down  to  Euston  last  week,  and  challenged  the  Duke 
of  Gbafton  for  an  affiront  offered  to  him,  he  said,  when  the  Duke  was 
Minister — ^you  know  what  an  age  ago  that  was.  The  Duke  declared 
his  innocence,  and  advised  him  to  consider  on  ii  He  did  for  two 
days ;  then  said  he  was  now  cool,  yet  insisted  on  satLsfoction.  The 
Duke  gave  both  letters  to  a  magistrate,  and  then  swore  the  peace 
against  him ;  the  only  rational  thing  to  be  done.  The  Earl  some 
years  ago  had  many  of  these  flippancies,  and  used  to  call  out  gentle- 
men in  the  playhouse,  who  he  pretended  had  made  faces  at  him. 
As  madmen  are  generally  cunning  and  malicious,  it  was  generally 
such  as  looked  unlikely  to  resent,  whom  he  picked  out  Once  he 
unluckily  selected  General  Moyston,  and,  drawing  his  curtains  early 
in  the  morning,  bade  him  rise  and  follow  him  into  Hyde  Park,  for 
having  laughed  at  him  at  Court.  Moyston  denied  having  even  seen 
him  th^re.  **  Oh,  tihen,  it  is  very  well,''  said  my  Lord.  "  No,  by 
God,  is  not  it,"  replied  the  Geuend ;  "  you  have  disturbed  me  when 
I  had  been  in  bed  but  three  hours,  and  now  you  shall  give  me  satis- 
foction : "  but  the  Earl  bq;ged  to  be  excused.  There  was  a  Mr. 
Palmes  Bobinson,  who  used  to  say  publidy  that  he  had  often 
got  Lord  Pomfiret  as  &r  as  Hyde  Park  Comer,  but  never  could 
get  him  any  forther. 

Mr.  Windham  I  have  seen.  He  is  wonderfully  recovered,  and 
looks  robust  again.  He  said  ten  thousand  fine  things  in  your  praise. 
Oh !  thought  I ;  but  said  nothing.  Mr.  Morrice  I  have  not  yet 
seen :  he  is  confined  in  the  country  by  the  gout,  and  I  hear  looks 
dreadfully. 

I  have  seen  lately  in  the  Abb^  Richard's  'Voyage  d'ltalie,' 
written  in  1762,  that  in  the  Palais  Pitti  were  preserved  two  large 
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Tolumes  of  the  '  Trayek  of  Goaimo  m./  with  news  of  the  lioioes 
he  had  been  at ;  and  he  names  England  amongst  Ihem,  where  he 
oertainly  was.  Could  you  find  out  if  there  is  saoh  a  thing,  and 
get  a  sight  of  it  P  I  shonld  be  yery  earions  to  know  what  Engh'sh 
seats  are  there.  Old  Englfsh  mansiona  are  great  objects  with  me— 
bat  do  not  give  yourself  much  trouble  about  this  request 

SraL 

You  peroeive  that  I  am  not  likely  to  have  great  Parliamentary 
news  to  tell  you.  This  week  they  are  only  being  sworn  in.  The 
first  debate  in  the  Commons  was  to  be  next  Monday,  but  probably 
will  not^  for  last  night  Lord  North  was  yery  ill  of  a  fever.  They 
ean  no  more  go  on  without  their  Treasurer,  than  witibout  their 
pensions.  Sir  Horace  the  second,  I  take  for  granted,  will  tell  you 
of  the  common  debates.  I  do  not  mean  to  relax  myself,  but  seldom 
know  much  of  their  details,  which  I  think  of  little  consequence ; 
and  rather  reserve  myself  for  oonfimung  or  ecmtradicting  reports 
of  considerable  events. 


1974.    TO  THB  RKY.  WILLIAM  COLE. 

Berkeley  Square,  Now.  11, 1780. 

I  AH  afraid  you  are  not  well,  my  good  Sir;  for  you  are  so 
obligingly  punctual,  that  I  think  you  would  have  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  my  last  volume,  if  you  were  not  out  of  order. 

Lord  Dacre  lent  me  the  new  edition  of  Mr.  Gfough's  'Topography,' 
and  the  ancient  maps  and  quantity  of  additions  tempted  me  to  buy 
it.  I  have  not  gone  through  much  above  half  of  the  first  volume^ 
and  find  it  more  entertaining  than  the  first  edition.  This  is  no 
partiality ;  for  I  think  he  seems  rather  disposed,  though  civilly,  to 
find  cavils  with  me.  Indeed,  in  the  passage  in  which  I  am  most 
mentioned,  he  not  only  gives  a  very  confdsed,  but  quite  a  wrong 
account ;  as  in  other  places,  he  records  some  trifles  in  my  possession 
not  worth  recording — ^but  I  know  that  we  antiquaries  are  but  too 
apt  to  think,  that  whatever  has  had  the  honour  of  entering  our  ears, 
is  worthy  of  being  laid  before  the  eyes  of  everybody  else.  The 
story  I  mean  is  p.  zi.  of  the  Preface.  Now  the  three  volumes  of 
drawings  and  tombs,  by  Mr.  Lethueillier  and  Sir  Charles  Frederick, 
for  which  Mr.  Oough  says  I  refused  two  hundred  pounds,  and  are 
now  Lord  Bute's,  are  not  Lord  Bute's,  but  mine,  and  for  which  I 
never  was  offered  two  hundred  pounds,  and  for  which  I  gave  sixty 
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poudB'^-fiill  CMii^b*  The  oicobuAmcw  wero  iniibh  moTQ  QntaP9 
tabiiig  ihaa  Mr.  O/s  peiplezed  aooonxii  Bishop  Lytteltcm  toU 
ne  Sir  QiaileQ  Frederiok  oompliuiied  of  Mr.  Iub  not  heqiwaihing 
them  to  hinit  m  he  had  beea  a  joint  labourer  with  him ;  and  that 
Sir  Ohadas  wished  I  would  not  hid  against  him  for  thoDt  ^  thqr 
were  to  be  sold  by  anotiiQiu  I  said  this  was  a  jerj  reasonable 
request,  and  that  I  was  ready  to  oblige  Sir  Charles ;  but  as  I  heard 
others  meant  to  bid  high  for  the  books^  I  should  widi  to  know  how 
fiur  he  would  go,  and  that  I  would  not  oppose  him;  but  ahoold  the 
bodn  exceed  tiie  prioe  Sir  Charles  was  willing  to  gite,  I  should  likf 
to  be  at  Uberty  to  bid  for  them  against  others.  However,  added  J^ 
as  Sb  Charles  (wbo  lived  then  in  Berkeley  Square  as  I  did  then  in 
Arlington  Street)  passes  by  my  door  every  time  he  goes  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  if  he  will  call  on  me,  we  wSi  make  snoh  agreemenl 

You  will  soaroe  believe  flie  sequel  The  dignity  of  Sir  CihaileB 
Frederick  was  hurt  that  I  ahould  propose  his  making  me  the 
first  visit,  though  to  serve  himself — nothing  eould  be  more  out 
of  my  imagination  than  the  ceremonial  of  visits ;  though  when  he 
was  so  simple  as  to  make  a  point  of  it,  I  could  not  see  how  in  any 
light  I  was  called  on  to  make  the  first  visit — and  so  the  treaty 
ended ;  and  so  I  bought  the  books.  There  was  another  work,  I 
think  in  two  volumes,  which  was  their  Diary  of  their  Tour,  with 
a  few  slight  views.  Bishop  Lyttelton  proposed  them  to  me,  and 
engaged  to  get  them  for  me  from  Mr.  LethueilUer's  sister  for  ten 
guineas.  She  hesitated,  the  Bishop  died,  I  thought  no  more  of 
them,  and  Ihey  may  be  what  Lord  Bute  has.  There  is  another 
assertion  in  Mr.  Gough,  which  I  can  authentically  contradici  He 
says  Sir  Matthew  Deduat  first  introduced  ananas,  p.  134.  My  very 
curious  picture  of  Boss,  the  royal  gardener,  presenting  the  first 
ananas  to  Charles  IL  proves  the  culture  here  earlier  by  several 
years. 

At  page  373,  he  seems  to  doubt  my  assertion  of  Gravelof  s  making 
drawings  of  tombs  in  Oloucestershire,  because  he  never  met  with 
any  engravings  from  them.  I  to<dc  my  account  from  Yertue^  who 
certainly  knew  what  he  said.  I  bought  at  Yertue's  own  sale  some 
of  Ghravelofs  drawings  of  our  r^gal  monument^  which  Yertue 
engraved :  but,  which  is  stronger,  Mr.  Gfough  himself  a  few  pages 
after,  vis.,  in  p.  387,  mentions  Gravelot's  drawing  q£  Tewkesbury 
church ;  whioh  being  in  Gloucestershire,  Mr.  G.  mig^t  have  believed 
me  &at  Gravelot  did  draw  in  that  county.  This  is  a  little  like 
Mr.  Masters's  being  angry  with  me  for  taking  liberties  with  bishops 
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ubA  dianedlors,  and  tlMi  )d)Udiaf  groady  cue  ivho  had  bam  boiit 
bishop  and  chanoellor.  I  Isrgot  that  in  the  note  on  Sir  Ghailaa 
Ft^dj&ntk,  Mr.  Googh  oaDi  Mr.  WoradejTi  Wbzilajr.  In  page  864^ 
ba  ai^a  Booker  axhiUted  a  drawing  of  WaUliam-«roa9  to  tfaa  Bojral 
Aaademy  of  Sciencao  pray  ^ere  is  that  AcadamyP  I  ai^posa  ha 
Sttaaa  ^ai  of  Painfing.  I  Bnd  a  hw  oaiaiiona ;  one  vary  conikal; 
he  says  Fenshant  ivas  aeiabrated  by  Bm  Jonaoii)  aad  noaiai  totally 
in  iha  dttk  as  to  how  aadi  more  iune  it  oaai  to  Waller.  We 
antiqiULiies  are  a  littla  apt  to  gat  langhed  at  Ibr  kaowiag  what 
mreryboiy  has  feigetteii»  and  for  being  ignoxant  of  adiat  every  ahild 
knows.  Do  not  tall  him  of  these  things,  for  I  do  not  wish  to 
tazhinu  I  hqie  I  was  laistaken,  and  shall  hear  that  yon  are  waiL 
Tears  atar. 


1975.  TO  ns  comfTiaa  or  ossoit. 

Seridey  Sg^man,  jfov,  1%  1780. 

It  win,  I  am  sensiblei  Madam,  look  like  paying  year  Ladyshqp 

for  your  oompliments,  and  that  will  look  like  swallowing  tbaoi 
greedily ;  and  yet  I  must  instantly  tell  you  how  very  muoh  I  am 
charmed  with,  and  applaud  your  letter  to  Mr.  Stonhewer.  I  cannot 
select  such  apt  words  as  yom  own;  it  was  noile,  simple^  genuine. 
Those  epithete  belong  to  handsome  actions,  not  to  trifling  writings. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  House  of  Lords  will  do;  nor  have  I 
heard  that  they  know  ytL  They  kst^  a^pcbitad  a  aoanaittee  on 
the  afihir. 

Mr.  Fitzpatridt*8  last  reply  to  Adsm  was  endlent ;  but  methiite 
the  man  on  the  white  horse  in  iha  Bevalations,  whose  nama,  I 
think,  was  Death,  is  gone  forth  I  I  am  aonry  it  is  «  whik  kofwe. 
That  did  not  use  to  be  ttie  oolaar  ^n  which  reTengerode ;  but  erery- 
ihing  is  so  confeanded  now,  ftat  one  does  not  know  a  white  hone 
Irom  a  white  rose. 

A  good  eooriier,  yesterday,  aang  the  praises  in  me  of  that  atroeioDa 
▼ilkdn,  Arnold,  wbo,  ha  said,  till  ha  heard  <af  Andre's  eaoeontiani 
wo«dd  mA  dxsoo^r  the  paraona  aft  l¥ew  Yoi^  with  whom  Washington 
was  in  aeoat  aonai^adanoe ;  thsn  asdaed  he  did.  Only  think  oi 
the  monster!  I  hope  he  will  be  a  Priyy  Councillorl  hatimyingta 
ffir  Harry  CMttton, in  tbehmg^af  his  indigiiatisn  fiir  Axidr^, fiie 
wtatchad  poor  aoals  cooped  19  in  liww  Taak,  whia  aae  gmlif  af  that 
oonrei^adanse.     Vhsn  I  wfaaaNd  my  iMnor  aft  aaoh  bioady 
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treadbery,  and  said  I  did  not  doubt  but  Lord  OoRnralUfli's  saTaga 
exeoutioiia  had  huiiied  on  Andre's  hie^  and  weire^  besidea  crad, 
indiacreet ;  tbe  same  apologiat  said,  ''Oh  I  we  have  more  priaonflBi 
of  ihein  than  they  have  of  onia.''  How  tender  to  their  atm  /rimtb, 
who  they  do  not  oare  if  hanged,  proTided  they  oan  spill  mora 
bnokets  of  Uood  1  I  know  nothing  of  poor  Andr6 ;  he  is  much 
oommended,  bntsohe  would  be  if  as  Uaok  as  Arnold. 

I  am  £Eur  from  gaessing  why  Mr.  Shedook  does  not  write  in  his 
own  language,  nnless  it  is  for  the  reason  yoor  Ladyship  so  Inokify 
guesses.  I  should  think  everybody  in  this  age  oould  write  beat  in 
his  own.  Fonnerly,  befixre  the  Babel  of  languages  thai  orer- 
whelmed  the  Latin  weie  settled  into  some  idiom,  fidks  wrote 
better  in  the  tongue  of  the  Bomans  than  they  oould  in  their  own 
hodge-podge ;  but  that  is  no  longer  the  case.  Mr.  Sherlock's  Italian 
is  ten  times  worse  than  his  French,  and  more  bald.  He  by  no  means 
wants  parts,  but  a  good  deal  mare  judgment 

I  am  not  got  abroad  again  yet,  but  think  I  shall  in  two  or  three 
days :  nor  have  I  heard  anything  new,  or  more  than  I  tell  you; 
except  its  being  said  now  thi^  Lord  George  Oordon  will  not  be  tried 
thistenn. 


10T6.    TO  8IB  HOBACS  MAHK. 

Berbdey  Sq^uart^  Ncm.  80, 17S0. 

As  I  apprised  you  that  the  new  Parliament  did  not  promise  to  be 


very  actiye,  you  will  account  for  my  having  told  you  none  of  its 
proceedings.  It  has  been  more  confined  to  personalities  than 
divisions.  The  lattar  have  proved  much  in  £Etvour  of  the  Court : 
but  then  some  of  the  chiefis  of  the  Opposition  have  in  a  manner 
seceded,  not  from  their  party,  but  from  action ;  and  less  fr<»n  change 
than  fix>m  disagreemeni  Lord  Pomfret,  after  a  week's  imprison- 
ment in  the  Tower,  made  his  submission,  has  been  reprimanded,  and 
released  on  giving  his  honour  (a  madman's  honour !)  not  to  repeat 
his  ofEence.  The  grand  jury  have  found  the  bill  of  high  treason 
against  his  fellow-prisoner  Lord  George  Gordon,  who,  however,  wiU 
not  be  tried  till  after  Ohiistmas.  I  do  not  know  why. — So  much 
lor  Parliament 

The  newspapers  have  told  you  as  much  as  I  know  of  Arnold's 
treachery,  which  has  already  cost  the  life  of  a  much  better  man. 
Major  Andr^ — ^precipitated  probably  by  Lord  Oomwallis's  cruelty. 
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Ton  hear,  on  the  Oontinenty  but  too  mnob  of  our  barbarity ;  the 
only  way  in  which  we  haye  yet  shown  our  power  I  Bodney  found 
Bhode  Island  so  strongly  fortified  that  he  letnmed  to  the  West 
Indies ;  and  yet  we  still  presume  on  recovering  America  I 

Do  you  wonder  that,  witness  to  so  much  delusion  and  disgrace^ 
it  should  grow  iiksome  to  me  to  be  flie  annalist  of  our  follies  and 
march  to  min  P  I  cannot,  like  our  newspapers,  falsify  every  events 
and  coin  prophecies  out  of  bad  omens.  My  friendship  for  you  makes 
me  persist  in  our  correspondence ;  but  tenderness  for  my  country 
makes  me  abhor  detailing  its  errors,  and  regard  to  truth  will  not 
allow  me  to  assert  what  I  do  not  believe.  I  wait  for  events,  that 
I  may  send  you  eomething ;  and  yet  my  accounts  are  dry  and  brie( 
because  I  confine  myself  to  avowed  £BctB,  without  comments  or 
credulity.  My  society  is  grown  very  narrow,  and  it  is  natural  at 
sixty-ihree  not  to  concern  myself  in  flie  private  history  of  those  tiliat 
might  be  my  grandchildren.  Even  their  sallies  become  less  splendid 
as  opplenoe  is  vanished;  and,  though  national  follies  foreran  and 
contribute  to  the  decline  of  a  great  country,  they  stop  with  it,  not 
from  repentance,  but  impotence.  'Tis  insolent  power  thai  tramples 
on  laws  and  morals.  Poverty  is  only  vicious  by  imitation,  or 
refractory  fit>m  oppression.  Bobbery,  indeed,  continues  at  high- 
water  mark,  though  the  army  and  navy  have  drawn  off  such  hosts 
of  outlaws  and  vagrants,  lliat  they  have  successors,  proves  the 
increase  of  want 

There  was  an  odd  interlude  yesterday  in  the  House  of  Conmions. 
Some  of  the  Opposition  proposed  to  thank  the  late  Speaker,  Sir 
Fletcher.  Lord  North  had  promised  not  to  gainsay  it  Neithw 
side  could  admire  such  a  worthless  follow :  fliose  he  has  left,  less 
than  those  that  have  adopted  him;  and  yet  the  vote  of  thanks 
passed  by  a  majority  of  forty : — and  so  one  may  be  thanked  for 
being  a  rogue  on  all  sides  I  If  thanks  grow  cheaper,  they  will  at 
least  be  more  strildng  when  bestowed  on  the  worthy;  for  every  one 
will  say,  ''  Such  an  one  doeB  deserve  praise." 

It  looks  a  littie  as  if  we  should  quarrel  downright  with  the  Dutch. 
^  do  not  wonder  that  we  mind  so  little  an  enemy  more  or  less ;  for, 
numerous  as  our  foes  are,  fliey  certainly  are  very  awkward.  We 
hurt  ourselves  a  thousand  times  more  than  they  do.  We  have  doM 
nothing  that  signifies  a  straw ;  but  they  have  done  less. 
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im.    TO  TBM  BIT.  WILIiAM  COLBL 

I  AM  MRjr  I WM  ao  nnflh  m  file  lig^  in  gveaog  you  luid  been 
Bit  b«t  at  eor  age  tlMTO  is  Htfle  ngaaty  m  niA  diy^  Bi  my 

praaent  liolidaja  from  ilie  goiit^  I  hare  a  fiide  ilieiauiftiaiiif  or  aome 

I  have  nude  aefotal  moie  nolea  to  flie  new  Topograph j,  Ktit 
none  of  aooaMiaeDae  enongh  to  tnmaoribe.  It  is  irell  it  ia  a  book 
onlf  tat  the  adepts  or  tlie  aoamen  wovid  often  boglL  Mr.  GKyagh, 
fpeabng  of  aome  Ckoas  tiiai  has  been  remofved,  mya,  iliefe  ia  now 
an  laiiiiiaaiay  WMfid-^omm  in  iti  pkee.  Saving  bis  levereaee  nod 
ear  prqndioesy  I  doubt  tibete  is  a  good  deal  moie  aianiUHji  in  a 
aaaiieatJionBe  tban  m  a  erasB.  They  tell  me  ibat  tkeie  ere  nmnber- 
less  miatairew  Mr.  Pennant,  idiom  I  aaw  yaaterday,  aaja  ao.  JKr 
is  not  one  of  omr  plodden ;  rather  flie  olber  eKtreme.  Hia  esf^p^nal 
spinto  (fiv  I  oannot  oall  tbem  animal)  do  not  afloar  ham,  lime  to 
digest  enyibin^  He  gare  a  wand  jmnp  from  oraathology  to  anti-' 
qnily;  rad*  aa  if  they  bad  any  xelationy  tfaoqgbt  be  underatood 
eraiTfhing  Aat  lay  betneen  them.  Tbese  adrentnpes  diveit  me 
who  am  got  on  abef%  and  find  bow  aweet  it  ia  to  look  baok  on  (koae 
who  are  toiling  in  deep  watersy  whether  in  ships,  or  eaok-boato,  or 
on  xMl  rotten  planks.  I  am  sonry  for  tbe  Dean  of  Exeter  [Milles] ; 
if  be  dies»  I  eonehde  tfie  leaden  maoe  of  fbe  Antiqaarian  Sooiety 
wfll  be  gnpea  to  Jndge  Baningtan/ 


I  andeayonred  to  |;iye  onr  antiquaries  a  little  wrench  towards 
but  it  was  in  vain.  Bandby  and  oar  engrayeis  haye  lent  tbem  a  groat 
deal — bict  there  it  stops.  Captain  Gbose's  Dissertations  axe  aa  doll 
and  silly  as  if  they  were  written  for  the  Ostrqgotb  maps  of  tibe 
beginning  of  the  new,  Topogn^by ;  and  whioh  azeeoaqnare  and  so 
incomprehensible^  that  Ibey  look  as  if  they  were  icbnogn^hiea  of 
Che  New  Jerusalem.    I  am  delighted  with  baying  done  nitb  the 

^  11m  Hon.  DUiiM  Burlngton  (died  \Wl\  foorth  loa  of  Jokn  toft  YiaMvai 
BtRington,  Meoaa  Iwaee  of  Oheiler,«ndwrtlior  •f'Olmrfat^ 
Wftlpolo  Uugbod  ai  Ui  popor  on  DoOj  Pentiottlli,  tlio  old  woman  of  MomoUa 
(mppoiod  to  hftTo  boon  tiio  laii  who  ^oko  tiio  Comith  langnago),  and  ao  did  PM« 
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pnlearioai  of  aollior  and  printer,  and  iiriend  fo  be  most  oomlbrtaUy 
1ms7.  I  was  gnQg  to  say  idle  (but  that  wonld  not  be  new),  fat  die 
rest  (tf  my  days. 

If  there  was  a  peaoe,  I  would  build  my  Offioes — if  there  is  not  eooi^ 
ve  shall  be  bankrapt — nay,  I  do  not  know  what  may  happen  as  it 
is.— Well  1  Mr.  Grose  wiU  hare  jdenty  of  ruins  to  engniTe  I  The 
Boyal  Academy  will  make  a  fine  mass,  with  what  remains  of  old 


Adien  I  my  good  Sir.  Let  me  know  yon  are  well.  Ton  want 
nothing  else,  for  you  oan  always  amuse  yourself,  and  do  not  let  the 
fixdiah  worid  distarb  yoa.    Yours  most  sinoerelT. 

ISTS.    TO  THE  OOITHTS88  OF  OflSOBT. 

Simdt^,  Not.  Se,  17S0. 

Ht  aches  are  not  so  mighfy,  Madam,  as  to  merit  your  obliging; 
inquiry  after  them ;  Uiey  oome  and  go,  and  are  rather  omens  df 
orippletude  than  positiTe  evils.  One  should  not  mention  marks  <A 
decay  as  illness,  for  is  there  a  remedy  for  oM  age  P  I  do  not  oo&demn 
Hedea,  who  knew  there  was  no  other  dian  chopping  her  father  into 
tjadets.  Miss  Yenum's  disorder  is  of  consequence ;  beaut;  and  youtli 
should  be  tended ;  I  am  sure  she  will  want  no  attention  at  AmpthilL 

I  may  totter  as  much  as  I  please ;  I  believe  Uie  dowagers  on 
either  hand  of  me  have  a  rray  diffexent  idea  of  me ;  at  least  if  they 
keep  watoh  and  ward  at  thoir  windows,  as  dowagers  sometimes  do. 
Two  mornings  ago  they  might  hare  seen  me  receive,  first.  Dr. 
Hmiter,  and  a  moment  after.  Lady  Graven — a  man-midwi&  and  so 
petfy  a  woman  are  very  creditable ;  and  yet,  alas  1  he  came  to  talk 
to  me  about  Qreek  medals,  and  she  of  a  new  comedy  she  is  writing. 

A  still  odder  diing  happened  at  ni^t :  I  aaked  Lady  Bute  who 
fhis  Ainoe  Oallimanco  is  (for  so  I  am  sure  the  mob  will  call  him) 
who  is  ooming  from  Naples.  "  Lord,"  said  she,  "  don't  you  know  P 
Why,  he  is  the  &vourite  of  the  Queen  of  Naples."  "  That  I  should 
have  thought,"  said  I,  "  would  rather  Ls  a  rcasou  for  his  nut  coming." 
"  Oh,"  said  she,  "  I  suppose  ate  is  tired  of  him,"  Should  one  havo 
ejected,  that  of  all  living  beings  that  would  have  been  a  topic  fiir 
Lend  Bute's  wife  to  have  tapped  I  The  same  night,  at  Lady 
Hcddemesse's,  I  saw  Lady  Grantham  : '  as  she  is  not  my  wife,  I  really 

■  IMj  Hm7  (h«j,  diogbtw  of  th«  lUrahtonHi  On;  Hd  Bad  of  Hatdwli^ 
■HiMln  Aigut  of  tbli  T«uv  to  BoUuoD  Lord  Qnntbitt.  TUi  fa  both  wraii  Hd 
coaatr  (BodtofdcUn)  uwi  to  ImAj  Ohoit.— CoanasuK. 
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flunk  her  veiy  iolencble.  She  was  well  dresBed,  behared  like  t 
human  creature,  and  not  like  her  akter  or  a  coUege-tulor.  Her 
Lord  is  to  kiss  hands  to-morrow  as  first  Lord  of  Trade. 

I  do  not  find  that  Lord  Deerhurst  is  dead  ye^  nor  has  lost  hie 
eye ;  but  the  surgeons  despair  of  him. 

We  and  Holland  grow  very  firactious.  We  bully,  and  so  we  hsfe 
done  before,  and  then  drew  in  our  horns :  fliey  will  not  mind,  nor  I 
dare  to  say  go  to  war  with  us ;  but  do  us  all  the  hurt  they  can 
They  have  oflEered  us  another  bitter  pill ;  and  I  am  sure  we  kicked 
at  that  with  all  possible  temper.  His  Majesfy  asked  his  Lordshqp^ 
Master  Fred,  the  n^  lord-lieutenant,  whether  he  should  swallow  ft. 
Master  Fred,  who  has  been  lord-lieutenant  about  six  thousand — 
seconds,  advised  King  George  not  to  take  such  a  nasty  potion,  and 
so  King  Gborge  has  begged  to  be  excused ;  and  so  I  suppose  ths 
Dutch  agent  will  go  to  Lreland,  wheflier  fliey  will  or  not;  and 
Master  Eden  will  be  ready  to  offer  to  make  it  up  as  he  did  in 
America.  MafiA^  tioe  la  digwUil  We  have  bullied  onrselTes,  as 
the  vulgar  say,  out  of  house  and  home,  and  solve  all  by  saying,  I 
won't  say  I  have  been  in  flie  wrong. 

There  is  a  new  comedy,  called  flie  *  Gtenerous  Lnpostor,' '  whidi 
Mrs.  Crewe  and  all  Sheridan's  protectors  protect,  though  he  did  not 
write  it ;  but  I  hear  it  is  most  indifferent  It  is  a  translation  or 
imitation  of  *  Le  Dissipateur.' 

Lord  Macartney's  speech  pleased  much  at  the  Lidia  House,  and  I 
hear  his  chance  improves,  of  which  I  am  very  glad.  It  is  said  tiiai 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  has  literally  bought  four  members  of  ParUament 
to  guard  his  interests — ^I  thought  he  had  taken  much  higher  pi^ 
cautions.  I  like  this  purchase,  as  we  are  grown  perfeofly  ridiculous 
and  contemptible — ^the  more  we  grow  so,  the  more  diverting.  When 
we  have  Cardinals,  I  suppose  they  will  be  protectors  of  difforent 
nations  as  at  Bome :  Oardmal  Hurd  of  the  Duke  of  Mecklenbui]^ 
and  Cardinal  Comwallis  of  the  Pope. 


Keith  Stewart  arrived  on  Saturday  in  a  dismal  way,  and  with  a 
dismal  account  He  was  forced  to  push  to  England  to  save  his  shqi 
firom  foundering,  saw  three  others  of  Bowley's  fleet  dismasted  and 
four  missing.  All  this  is  hushed  up  as  much  as  possible^  lest  we 
should  be  frightened  and  not  continue  to  knock  our  heads  against 
stone  walls,  and  wintery  oceans,  and  fatal  climates.  We  tremble,  too^ 

1  By  OBeinMb  alUnnidi  Bishop  ol  KMftl^   sad  aeUd  iboai  dx 
CoikinraBAif. 
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in  whispeFB  about  D'Estaing's  and  Oniohen's  junction.  The  Dnke 
of  Northnmberlandy  who  never  was  old  till  a  fortnight  ago,  had  an 
audience  on  Friday  to  have  leave  to  resign  from  infinniiy,  bnt^  as 
that  is  no  incapacity,  he  was  pressed  to  stay,  and  was  conyinced. 

I  dined  with  the  Lneans  yesterday.  After  dinner  Lord  Clermont 
informed  ns  that  in  the  course  of  his  reading,  he  had  found  that 
Scipio  first  introduced  flie  use  of  toothpicks  fitnn  Spain.  I  did 
not  know  so  much ;  nor  that  his  Lordship  ever  did  r^ui,  or  knew 
that  Scipio  was  anybody  but  a  race-horse.  His  classic  author,  pro- 
bably, is  'Marsh  upon  the  Qmns.'  Lord  Melbourne  is  to  be  a 
viscount,  and  in  time  will  read— ^m  vaUiptmr  mffourd'hrit 


1979.    TO  THE  BIT.  WILLIAM  COL& 

Berkdey  Square,  Nc9, 80, 1780. 

I AU  sorry,  my  dear  Sir,  that  you  should  be  so  humble  with  me 
your  ancient  friend,  and  to  whom  you  have  ever  been  so  liberal,  as 
to  make  an  apology  for  desiring  me  to  grant  the  request  of  another 
person.  I  am  not  less  sorry  that  I  shall  not»  I  fear,  bo  able  to 
comply  witli  it;  and  you  must  have  the  patience  to  hear  my  reasons. 
The  first  edition  of  the  *  Anecdotes '  was  of  three  hundred,  of  the 
two  first  volumes ;  and  of  as  many  of  the  third  volume,  and  of  flie 
volume  of  'Engravers.'  Then  th^  was  an  edition  of  three  hundred 
of  all  four.  Unluckily  I  did  not  keep  any  number  back  of  the  two 
first  volumes,  and  literally  have  none  but  fliose  I  reserved  for  mysel£ 
Of  flie  other  two  I  have  two  or  three ;  and,  I  believe,  I  have  a  first, 
but  without  the  cuts.  If  I  can,  with  some  odd  volumes  that  I  kept 
lor  corrections,  make  out  a  decent  set,  the  library  of  the  TTniversity 
shall  have  them ;  but  you  must  not  promise  tiiem,  lest  I  should  not 
be  able  to  perfi)nn. 

Of  my  new  fourth  volume  I  printed  six  hundred;  but  as  they  mm 
be  had,  I  believe  not  a  third  part  is  sold.  This  is  a  very  plain  lesson 
to  me,  that  my  editions  sell  for  their  curiosity,  and  not  for  any  merit 
in  them :  and  so  they  would  if  I  printed  Mother  (loose's  Tales,  and 
but  a  few.  As  my  '  Anecdotes  of  Painting '  have  been  published  at 
such  distant  periods,  and  in  three  divisions,  complete  sets  will  be 
seldom  seen ;  so,  if  I  am  humbled  as  an  author,  I  may  be  vain  as  a 
printer ;  and,  when  one  has  nothing  else  to  be  vain  of,  it  is  certainly 
very  little  worth  while  to  be  proud  of  thai 
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I  will  now  trust  you  witli  a  searet^  but  beg  Mr.  Qomgh  may  not 
know  it,  for  he  will  print  it  directly.  Thongh  I  finrgot  Alma  Mater, 
I  have  not  forgotten  my  Almsd  Nutrices,  wet  or  dry, — I  mean  Eton 
and  King's.  I  have  laid  aside  lor  tliem,  and  left  them  in  my  Will, 
as  complete  a  set  as  I  oonld,  of  all  I  have  printed.  A  few  I  did 
give  them  at  first ;  bat  I  have  for  neither  a  perfect  set  of  the  'Anec- 
dotes,' I  mean  not  the  two  first  yolnmes.  I  should  be  much  obliged 
to  yon,  i^  without  naming  me,  you  could  inform  yourself  if  I  did 
send  to  King's  those  two  first  volumes — ^I  beHere  not 

I  will  now  explain  what  I  said  above  of  Mr.  Gk>ugh.  He  has 
leamti  I  suppose  fitmi  my  Engravers,  that  I  have  had  some  views 
of  Strawbeny-hill  engraved.  Slap-dash,  down  it  went,  and  he  has 
even  specified  each  view  in  his  second  volume.  This  curiosity  is  a 
little  impertinent;  but  he  has  made  me  some  amends  by  a  new 
blunder,  for  he  says  they  are  engraved  for  a  second  edition  of  my 
Catalogue.  Kow  I  have  certainly  printed  but  one  edition,  for  whidi 
the  prints  are  designed.  He  says  truly,  that  I  printed  but  a  few  for 
use ;  consequently,  I  by  no  means  wished  the  whole  world  should 
know  it ;  but  he  is  very  silly,  and  so  I  will  say  no  more  about  him. 
Dr.  Lort  called  yesterday,  and  asked  if  I  had  any  message  for  you ; 
but  I  had  written  too  lately. 

Mr.  Pennant  has  been,  as  I  think  I  told  you,  in  town :  by  this 
time  I  conclude  he  is,  as  Lady  Townley  says  of  fifty  pounds,  all  over 
the  kingdom.  When  Dr.  Lort  retains,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  read 
your  trfuiscript  of  Wolsey's  'Letters ;'  for,  in  your  hand,  I  eon  read 
them.  I  will  not  have  them  but  by  some  very  safe  convejranoe,  and 
will  return  them  with  equal  care. 

I  can  have  no  objection  to  Bobin  Masters  being  woodenhead  of 
{he  Antiquarian  Society;  but,  I  suppose,  he  is  not  dignified  enough 
for  them.  I  should  prefer  the  Judge  [Barrington]  too,  because  a 
coif  makes  him  more  like  an  old  woman,  and  I  reckon  that  Society 
the  midwives  of  superannuated  miscarriages.  I  am  grieved  for  the 
return  of  your  head-abhes — ^I  doubt  you  write  too  much.  Yours 
most  sincerely. 

P.S.  It  will  be  dvil  to  tell  Dr.  Farmer  that  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  can  obey  his  commands ;  bat  that  I  will  if  I  can.  As  to 
a  distinguished  place,  I  beg  not  to  be  preferred  to  much  better 
authors ;  nay,  the  more  conspicuous,  the  more  likely  to  be  stolen  for 
the  reasoiis  I  have  given  you,  of  there  being  few  oomplete  setiy  and 
true  collectors  are  mighty  apt  to  steaL 


iTM.]  fo  VH9  oouimns  of  obsobt.  m 


1980.    TO  THB  OOUNTBSS  Of  OSSOKT. 

Berhk^  Bg^mn,  Dec  6, 1780. 

I  HAVB  the  best  of  all  exouBes,  Mftdanii  and  that  which  a  saint 
might  make,  for  not  having  mentioned  the  piotureB  of  Hogarth  at 
BrifitoV  <^  which  Lord  Shelbnme  is  so  good  as  to  inform  me.  I 
should  have  specified  if  I  had  known  of  them,  because,  being  iq  a 
church,  they  are  considerable  enough:  otherwise,  I  confined  myself  to 
his  pictures  that  were  not  portraits,  the  lattar  being  too  numerous ; 
and  to  the  prints  from  his  works  for  the  use  of  collectors.  I  am 
much  flattered  by  Lord  Shelbume's  approbation,  though  I  am  sorry 
he  gives  himself  time  to  read  such  idle  books ;  and  I  am  obliged  by 
your  Ladyship's  haste  to  acquaint  me  with  my  omission ;  though, 
I  assure  you,  I  shall  not  be  pressed  to  repair  it,  as  it  will  be  long, 
I  believe,  before  there  is  occasion  for  a  new  edition.  I  printed  six 
hundred  te  supply  the  purchasers  of  the  two  editions  of  the  former 
volumes.  Not  above  a  quarter  are  sold  yet,  and  I  have  no  right 
to  setQe  in  my  bookseller's  shop ;  one  shoidd  only  pass  through  it, 
or  not  go  thither.  I  remembor  a  story  of  poor  Dr.  Ghapman,  one 
of  Dr.  Middleton's  antagonists,  but  I  have  so  entirely  forgotten  his 
works  that  I  shall  tell  it  very  lamely.  He  went  to  his  bookseller, 
and  asked  how  his  last  work  had  soldP  ''Very  indifferently, 
indeed.  Sir.**  "Ay  I  why  how  many  are  gone  off  P'*  **  Only  five, 
Sir  I''  ''Alack  I  andhowmany  of  my 'Eusebius*  (I  think  it  was) 
have  you  left  P"  "  Two  hundred,  Sir  I "  "  Lideed  I  well,  but  my 
book  on  (I  don't  know  what),  how  many  have  you  of  themP" 
**  Oh  I  the  whole  impression.  Sir  I "  **  Qooi,  now  I  good  now  I  that 
is  much  I''  ''Well  I  Mr.  — ,  I  cannot  help  it ;  I  do  my  duty,  and 
satisfy  my  conscience." 

I  will  write  on ;  not  being  so  conscientious  as  Dr.  Chapman,  I 
shall  accept  or  take  my  quietus;  but  as  we  are  only  among  our^ 
selves,  I  will  tell  your  Ladyship  another  old  story  iprqpo$  to  Lord 
Shelbume's  reading  idle  books. 

After  Sir  Paul  Methuen  had  quitted  Oourt,  the  late  Queen 
[Queen  Caroline],  who  thought  die  had  that  foolish  talent  of 
playing  off  people,  frequently  saw  him  when  she  dined  abroad 

1  Thre0  pietani  for  aa  altar-pleee  for  St^  ICaiy  Baddiir  Ohwoli,  BrifloL— 
CnnmiaBAM. 
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during  fhe  King's  absences  at  Hanover.  Onoe  that  she  dined  witb 
my  mother  at  Ghetsea,  Sir  Paul  was  there  as  usual  People  that 
play  off  otheiSi  generally  harp  on  the  same  string.  The  Queen's 
eonstant  topic  for  teasing  Sir  Paul  was  his  passion  for  romances, 
and  he  was  weary  of  it,  and  not  in  good  humour  with  her.  ''Well, 
Sir  Paul,  what  romance  are  you  reading  now  ?'*  *'  None^  Madam  ! 
I  have  gone  through  them  alL''  **  Well !  what  are  yon  reading 
Chen  P''  ''  I  am  got  into  a  very  foolish  study,  Madam ;  the  history 
of  the  Kings  and  Queens  of  England.''  Perhaps  Lord  Shelbume 
thinks  romances  as  wise  a  study. 

I  know  nothing  of  yesterday's  debate  more  than  you  will  see 
in  the  papers.  Madam ;  nor  of  anything  dse ;  no,  not  the  title 
of  Lady  Craven's  play,  which,  not  being  quite  bom,  perhaps  is  not 
otunstened. 

When  you  write  to  Lady  Warwick,  I  wish  your  Ladyship  would 
persuade  her  (with  her  Earl's  leave)  to  bring  to  town  a  most  curious 
book,  which  I  once  looked  over  in  his  father's  time.  It  is  a  foUo, 
by  one  John  Thorpe,  in  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  JaaoeB  I.,  and 
contains  many  ground-plans  and  a  few  uprights  of  several  goodly 
mansions  of  those  days,  of  some  of  which  John  Thorpe  was  the 
architect^  This  is  not  mere  personal  curiosity :  I  have  found  in 
my  notes  that  in  that  book  is  a  plan  of  the  old  house  at  AmpthiD, 
altered  by  John  Thorpe.  I  want  to  see  whether  that  Ampthill  is 
your  Ampthill  or  Houghton.  It  is  a  pity  the  book  is  not  engraved : 
being  only  lines  it  would  not  cost  much,  indeed  many  persons  would 
be  glad  to  subscribe  for  it  As  Mr.  Charles  Greville  is  a  sa^,  I 
marvel  he  does  not  promote  it  Did  I  ever  tell  you.  Madam,  that 
Elizabeth  Duchess  of  Exeter,  sister  of  our  Hany  IV.,  and  her 
second  husband.  Sir  J.  Cornwall  Lord  Fanhope,  lived  at  Ampthill, 
and  he  died  there?  Their  portraits  in  painted  glass  were  in  the 
church,  whence  there  is  a  pretty  print  in  Sandford's  *  Gtenealogic 
History  of  the  Kings  of  England ;'  but  I  dare  to  say  that  I  have 
told  you  this  before,  et  que  wnla  de  ma  radoierie, — it  is  a  proof  at 
least  that  I  dote  on  AmpthilL 


>  Thfti TilvAbto  ToliuM  ii  luiw  in  tha  SoiM  MwMm.    Oflks  priftdpal  «ltfalioM 
«ngmHiigi  hvn  be«i  made  by  Biohsidaon.— OuimvaBAM. 
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1981.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOKT. 

Beride^  Square^  Dec  11, 17B0. 

Whbthbb  yoa  are  glad  or  Bonj,  or  neiiher^  my  Lady»  the 
Empress-Qneea  ia  dead,'  and  Miss  Bingham  [Lord  Lucan's 
daughter]  is  to  succeed  her.  Oh  I  no,  I  mistake ;  the  latter  is 
only  to  be  Lady  Althorp  at  present;  but  I  belieye  another 
Empreas-Qneen  will  fisel  her  crown  totter  a  little  by  this  match. 
It  was  declared  at  Deyonshire-honse  on  Saturday  after  the  Opera, 
and  the  Emperor — stay^  I  mean  Admiral  Darby — was  to  beat 
Monsienr  D'Estaing  yesterday,  and  everybody  was  in  such  spirits 
on  these  three  great  events,  for  the  Emperor  is  to  march  directly 
into  Lorraine,  and  Lord  Spencer  is  to  convoy — ^Lord  bless  me,  I 
heard  so  much  of  all  those  matters,  that  I  do  nothing  but  confound 
them,  and  don't  know  one  firom  f  other,  so  I  will  say  no  more  on 
fliem* 

I  saw  Madame  la  Baronne  last  night  at  Madame  de  Welderen's, 
ay,  and  the  Baion,  too;  he  is  well  enough,  and  she  looked  very  welL 

I  know  nothing  dse  upon  earth  or  water,  but  I  have  sent  your 
Ladyship  enough  to  spread  upon  many  slices  of  conversation,  and 
that  is  <he  great  use  of  letters  in  the  country. 


198S.    TO  SIB  DAYID  DALRTMPLB. 

Dec  11, 1780. 

I  SHOULD  have  been  shamefully  ungrateful.  Sir,  if  I  could  ever 
forget  all  the  fcivours  I  have  received  from  you,  and  had  omitted 
any  mark  of  respect  to  you  that  it  was  in  my  power  to  show. 
Indeed,  what  you  are  so  good  as  to  thank  me  for  was  a  poor  trifle, 
but  it  was  all  I  had  or  shall  have  of  the  kind.  It  was  imperfect  too, 
as  some  painters  of  name  have  died  since  it  was  printed,  which  was 
nine  years  ago.  They  will  be  added  with  your  kind  notices,  should 
I  live,  which  is  not  probable,  to  see  a  new  edition  wanted.  Sixty- 
three  years,  and  a  great  deal  of  illness,  are  too  speaking  mementos 
not  to  be  attended  to ;  and  when  the  public  has  been  more  indulgent 
than  one  had  any  right  to  expect,  it  is  not  decent  to  load  it  with 
one's  dotage  1 

'  llarift  There«,  BrnpreM  of  Germany,  Qaeen  of  Hnngaiy  and  Bohemia^  &e^  died 
at  Yitmia^  29  Nor.,  1780.— Cvvkuiohaii. 
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I  belieye,  Sir,  that  I  may  liaye  been  oTer-oandid  to  Hogarfli,  and 

that  his  spirit  and  youth  and  talent  may  have  hurried  him  into  more 

real  caricatures  than  I  specified;  yet  he  certainly  restrained  his 

bent  that  way  pretty  early.    Gharteris'  I  haye  seen;  but  fliou^ 

some  years  older  than  you.  Sir,  I  cannot  say  I  haye  at  all  a  -perhd 

idea  of  him :  nor  did  I  eyer  hear  the  curious  anecdote  you  tell  me 

of  the  banker  and  my  fiither.    I  was  much  better  acquainted  with 

Archbishop  Blackbume."    He  fiyed  within  two  doors  of  my  Cather 

in  Downing-streety  and  took  much  notice  of  me  when  I  was  near 

man.    It  is  not  to  be  ungratefiil  and  asperse  him,  but  to  amuse  you, 

if  I  giye  you  some  account  of  him  from  what  I  remember.    He 

was  perfectly  a  fine  gentleman  to  the  last»  to  eighty-four;  Us 

fiiyourite  author  was  Waller,  whom  he  firequentty  quoted*    In  point 

of  decorom,  he  was  not  quite  so  ezaet  as  you  hare  been  told.  Sir. 

I  often  dined  with  him, — his  mistress  (Mrs.  Oouwys)  sat  at  the  head 

of  the  table,  and  Hayter,  his  natural  son  by  another  woman,  sod 

yery  like  him,  at  the  bottom,  as  chaplain :  he  was  afterwards  Bishop 

of  Ix)ndon.  I  haye  heard,  but  do  not  afiBrm  it,  that  Mrs.  Blackbume^ 

before  she  died,  complained  of  Mrs.  Oonwys  being  brought  under  the 

same  roof.    To  his  clergy  he  was,  I  haye  heard,  yery  imperious. 

One  story  I  recollect,  which  showed  how  much  he  was  a  man  of  this 

world  I  and  which  the  Queen  herself  repeated  to  my  father.    On 

the  King's  last  journey  to  Hanoyer,  before  Lady  Yarmouth  came 

oyer,  the  Archbishop  being  with  her  Majesty,  said  to  her,  **  Madam, 

I  haye  been  with  your  Minister  Walpole,  and  he  tells  me  that  yon 

are  a  wise  woman,  and  do  not  mind  your  husband's  haying  a 

mistress.''    He  was  a  little  hurt  at  not  being  raised  to  Ganterbury 

on  Wake's  death  [1737],  and  said  to  my  father,  **  You  did  nci 

think  on  me;  but  it  is  true,  I  am  too  old,  I  am  too  old."    Perhaps, 

Sir,  these  are  gossiping  stories,  but  at  least  they  hurt  nobody  now. 

I  can  say  little.  Sir,  for  my  stupidity  or  forgetfulness  about 
Hogarth's  poetry,  which  I  still  am  not  sure  I  eyer  heard,  though 
I  knew  V^iTn  so  well ;  but  it  is  an  additional  argument  for  my  dis- 
trusting myself,  if  my  memory  fedls,  which  is  yery  possible.  A 
whole  yolume  of  Richardson's  poetry  has  been  published  since  my 
yolume  was  printed,  not  much  to  the  honour  of  his  muse,  but 
exceedingly  so  to  that  of  his  piety  and  amiable  heart  You  will  be 
pleased,  too.  Sir,  with  a  story  Lord  Chesterfield  told  me  (too  late 

*  The  notorloui  Oolond  Fimdii  Ohirtarli,  who  dM  in  1781,  when  Walpols  w« 
fborteen. — OinnnvaHAM. 
'  Compare  ToL  L  p.  286;  toL  IL  p.  2(K).— CvniataAiL 
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toa)  otJemm,  who  {dqaed  himself  <m  the  ra^ene^  on  ^t^  infidfilitj. 
One  day  that  he  had  talked  rery  indeoeatly  in  that  straiiif 
Dr.  Arbnthnot^  who  was  as  deyout  as  Biohardson,  said  to  him, 
**  dome,  JerYaSy  this  is  all  an  air  and  affectation ;  nobody  is  a 
sounder  believer  than  you.''  '^  1 1 "  said  Jenras,  **  I  believe  nothing/' 
^Tes,  but  you  do/'  r^^liedtthe  Doetor ;  ''nay,  you  not  only  believe^ 
but  practise :  you  are  so  sampalons  an  observer  of  the  command- 
ments, that  yon  never  make  the  likeness  of  anything  that  is.  in 
heaven  above^  or  on  the  earth  beneath,  ox"  Ac 

I  fear,  Sir,  this  letter  is  too  long  for  thanks,  and  that  I  have  been 
proving  what  I  have  said,  of  my  growing  superannoated;  bttt,having 
made  my  wiU  in  my  last  volume,  you  may  look  on  this  as  a  codiciL 

P.S.  I  had  sealed  my  letter.  Sir,  but  break  it  open,  lest  you 
should  think  soon,,  that  I  do  not  know  what  I  say,  or  break  iny 
resolution  lightly.  I  shall  be  able  to  send  you  in  about  two  months 
a  very  curious  w<»k  that  I  am  going  to  printi  and  is  actually  in  the 
press ;  but  there  is  not  a  syllable  of  my  writing  in  ii  It  is  a 
discovery  just  made  of  two  very  ancient  manuscripts,  copies  of  which 
were  found  in  two  or  three  libraries  in  G^ermany,  and  of  which  there 
are  more  complete  manuscripts  at  Gambridge.  They  are  of  the 
eleventh  century  at  lowest,  and  prove  that  painting  in  oil  was  then 
known,  above  three  hundred  yean  before  the  pretended  invention 
of  Yan  Eyck.  The  manuscripts  themselves  will  be  printed,  with  a 
full  introductory  Dissertation  by  the  discoverer,  Mr.  Baspe,  a  very 
learned  Gterman,  formerly  librarian  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse,  and 
who  writes  English  surprisingly  welL  The  manuscripts  are  in  the 
most  barbarous  monkish  Latin,  and  are  much  such  works  as  our 
booksellers  publish  of  receipts  for  mixing  colours,  varnishes^  Ac 
One  of  the  authors,  who  calls  himself  Theophilus,  was  a  monk ;  the 
other,  Heradius,  is  totally  unknown;  but  the  proo&  are  unquestion- 
able. As  my  press  is  out  of  order,  and  that  besides  it  would  take 
up  too  much  time  to  print  them  there,  they  :will  be  printed  here 
at  my  eoLpenae,  and  if  there  is  any  surplus,  it  will  be  for  Baspe's 
benefit 

1088.    TO  SIB  HOBACl  XAKN. 

Berkeley  Square,  Dec  \%  1780. 

YouB  Floreoce,  no  doubt,  is  much^  occupied  by  the  death  of  the 
Empress-Queen.      It  turns  all  eyes  on  the  Emperor,  and  sets 
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{honsandi  of  tdiigaes  to  work,  flie  ownets  of  erefj  one  of  uliidk 
wSl  eaqped  to  pass  for  a  prophet,  if  OiBsar  within  these  two  yean 
takes  one  step  which  is  at  all  Hke  twenty,  any  one  of  wiiioh  it  is 
probable  he  may  take.  I  was  with  you  just  forty  years  ago,  when 
the  departed  Empress  came  to  the  crown.  What  a  tide  of  erenti 
that  era  occasioned !  You  and  I  shall  not  see  mnch  of  what  this  may 
prodnoe,  and  therefore  I  will  not  goess  at  a  history  that  is  in  xfai 
eradle  for  me,  and  fliat  I  shallnotbeaoqaaimedwifliwheinitisoonie 
to  yean  of  discretion.    I  wish  onr  own  wan  were  come  to  that  pasa 

The  new  Parliament,  whioh  is  now  gcme  to  keep  its  Ghiisbnas^ 
hBB  been  but  little  raffled ; — nay,  as  if  there  were  no  new  mattov 
fhey  are  to  tap  again,  after  the  holidays,  the  whole  story  of  Xeppd 
and  Palliser.  Indeed,  at  this  instant,  the  town  expect  news  of  an 
engagement  between  Darby  and  D'Estaing ;  though  I  think  there 
are  more  reasons  for  not  thinking  it  probable :  howeyer,  I  haye  stiH 
less  skill  in  nayal  matters  than  even  in  othen. 

Our  old  acquaintance.  Lord  Pomfiet,  has  taken  his  diastiaement 
very  patiently,  which  looks  less  mad  than  he  was  thought 

This  is  the  sum  of  my  present  knowledge:  and  thus  a  most 
turbulent  year  has  the  appearance  of  concluding  drowsily  enoo^; 
and,  for  fleets  and  armies,  their  exploits  on  both  sides  would  lie  in  a 
nutshelL  An  historian  may  be  sorry,  but  a  man  of  feding  must 
rejoice  that  such  scourges  as  armaments  may  do  such  UtUe  Tniwohinf 
to  the  human  race.  Fame  cannot  be  acquired  but  by  the  groans  of 
hospitals  fall  of  sufferen  I  The  last  act  of  the  Empress-Queen,  the 
stemming  the  torrent  of  blood  between  her  son  and  the  Sing  of 
Prassia,  is  in  my  eyes  the  brightest  in  her  annals. 


1984.    TO  THE  OOUKTBSS  OF  OSSORT. 

JBSerMy  ^pMTflii  Bmndmif,  Ihc  17, 17S0i 

No,  Madam,  I  haye  been  much  out  of  order*  as  the  outworks 
haye  for  some  time  been  in  rains ;  I  thon^t  ihe  citadel  itself  was  at 
last,  to  use  an  old  word,  beleaguered.  In  short,  for  some  days 
I  had  a  pain  in  my  stomach,  and  neyer  haying  had  it  there,  nor 
knowing  how  it  feels  there,  I  concluded  it  was  the  gout  But  it 
took  another  turn,  and  became  a  disorder  that  has  been  fashionable, 
and  was  almost  gone  out  of  fashion ;  just  the  time  when  flie  ancient 
generally  adopt  modes.  I  am  pretty  well  again,  but  look  ruefolly, 
as  you  may  belieye,  for  I  can  afford  to  part  with  yery  little  of 
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My  mkbofipoint.  You  aak  if  I  shall  pass  my  GhxistmaB  in  town ; 
I  know  and  feel  it  is  a  kind  question ;  bnt  I  must  answer,  alas  I 
yes.  I  am  grown  an  Astraoan  .lamb,  and  yegetate  in  one  spot 
G^ige  Selwyn  says  hetdd  your  Ladyship  that  I  am  out  of  spirits. 
I  did  not  know  it  particolarlyi  nor  have  any  cause ;  but  I  am 
sensible  they  often  flag ;  and  one  reason  finr  my  reluotanoe  to  go 
anywhere  is,  &at  if  I  am  not  perfectly  quiet  all  the  morning,  I  am 
exhausted  before  nighi  This,  with  twenty  other  decays  of  which 
I  am  sensible,  makes  me  shun  what  I  am  not  fit  for. 

I  will  return  Lord  S.'s  letter  when  I  haye  the  honour  of  seeing 
your  Ladyship.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  judges  rightly  of  certain 
persons  just  at  present  It  has  been  their  mood,  and  may  be  so 
still ;  and  I  know  one  that  having  tried  others  and  been  rejected,  is 
willing — nay,  desirous,  of  trying  with  those  Lord  S.  means,  what  he 
tried  last  year ;  but  I  should  wonder  if  they  were  accepted  now, 
unless  to  expose  them,  whioh  is  not  worth  while.  Nobody  blots 
flimsy  blotting-paper  out  of  spite. 

My  old  acquaintance,  or  rather  my  acquaintance,  old  Lady 
Shelbume,*  I  see  by  the  papers,  is  d^d.  How  has  she  left  her 
fertune,  once  so  great,  but  which,  with  superabundant  cunning,  she 
had  rendered  almost  as  crazy  as  she  was  Ic^tterly  P 

Your  aunt  was  charming  about  Madame  la  Baronne,  till  ahnoat 
tibe  last  minute,  and  told  me  they  would  hare  rery  Uttle.  But 
indeed,  when  people  were  in  loye  with  one  another  I  However, 
I  suppose,  to  accnstom  them  to  economy,  she  did  not  give  the  Baron 
a  dinner  eren  on  the  wedding-day,  and  he  begged  one  of  the  parson 
that  was  to  marry  theuL  The  kitchen  was  as  cold  the  next  day,  and 
file  turtles  pecked  on  the  same  parson's  board. 

Mr.  Morrice  has  been  in  England  above  these  two  months. 
I  have  not  seen  him,  for  he  has  been  laid  up  with  the  gout  at 
Ghiswick  from  within  a  week  of  his  arrival,  when,  I  hear,  he  looked 
as  ill  as  when  he  went  abroad.  I  thougiht  Lord  John  much  broken 
before  he  went  out  of  town. 

The  Crapaudines  begin  to  discover  amawng  charms  iu  Miss 
Bingham.  One  of  them,  as  Lord  Althorp  was  talldng  to  her,  went 
up  to  him,  and  holding  up  her  faa  that  IGss  might  not  tee  what  she 
said,  told  him,  ''She  is  a  sweet  creature  I''  Another  of  them 
repeated  this ;   and  yet  I  would  not  swear  was  not  the  very  person 


'  Mary  FitsmMiziqe,  daughter  of  the  honoonble  William  Fitimaiirice  of  GalUna 
covntf  of  Kerry— wife  of  the  first  Lord  Shelbume,  and  mother  of  the  Prime  Miniater 
Lord  Shelhnme.— CuMvivaHAM. 
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ihat  said  it ;  for,  if  a  oonrt  is  no  bigger  than  an  egg-ahell,  it  ia 
equally  fall  of  jealousy  and  treaohery.  I  irisih  the  inbabitaata  of 
any  Oonrt  wonld  write  oomedies — ^if  they  oonld  apeak  tmiiL  They 
would  need  but  to  write  down  what  they  haye  seen  and  heard— -and 
there  would  be  oharaoter  with  a  witness  I  Lord  Heryey  did  leaye 
a  Dialogue  of  one  whole  day  in  the  late  King's  reign--4hat  is^  of 
what  oommonly  passed  there.  It  was  not,  I  believe,  ezaefly  what 
I  mean,  but  rather  a  ridicule  on  the  individuals  of  the  drmmUm 
persatus;  I  never  saw  it,  but  Lady  Hervey  told  me  it  was  flie  beat 
thing  he  oyer  wrote :  *  however,  those  would  be  transient  ridieulea. 
I  would  only  haye  general  nature,  when  it  has  been  refined  and 
strained  through  the  thousand  sieves  of  self-love,  ambition,  envy, 
malice,  mischief,  design,  treachery,  fiedsehood,  and  professions,  ^aaed 
over  with  perfect  ease,  good-breeding,  and  good-humour,  and  the 
passions  only  evaporating  through  invisible  pores,  but  the  ang^  of 
the  atoms  as  sharp  as  needles,  and  mortal  as  diamond  dust  Buthow 
could  one  describe  smiles  that  assent  away  another's  fimrar,  or  a  bow 
purposely  omitted,  and  then  recollected  as  designedly  to  tell  apenon 
he  is  in  disgrace  before  he  knew  it  himself  P  Oould  a  pit  or  gallery 
comprehend  the  importance  assumed  by  a  bedohamber-womaii  or  a 
page  of  the  back  stairs,  in  denying  some  arrant  trifle  that  was  a 
secret  in  the  morning,  and  is  to  be  in  the  *  Gaaette '  at  nig^tP 

I  caught  Lady  Spencer  f  other  night  in  one  of  fliese  mysteries ; 
it  was  two  nights  before  Lord  Althorp's  matdi  was  owned;  but  I 
had  supped  at  Lord  Lucan's  with  the  whole  Court  of  Spencer,  and 
Lord  A.  had  sat  at  a  side-table  with  the  two  girls.  Miss  Molesworft 
and  old  Miss  Shipley.  I  knew  if  I  asked  directly,  I  should  be 
answered,  **  Upon  my  word  /  know  nothing  of  the  matter ; ''  so^ 
after  supper,  sitting  by  Lady  S.  on  a  settee,  I  said,  **  Pray,  Lady  S., 
is  it  owned  that  Lord  A.  is  to  marry*— Miss  ShipleyP''  She  bunt 
out  a-laughing,  and  could  not  recompose  her  &oe  again. 

I  fbar,  by  your  Ladyship's  account  that  Miss  Yemen  ought  to  go 
abroad;  and,  if  she  ought,  surely  no  time  should  be  lost  Old  'Dr. 
Monro  told  my  father  that  he  scarce  knew  anything  that  asses'  milk 
and  change  of  air  would  not  cure,  and  that  it  was  better  to  go  into  a 
bad  air  than  not  to  change  it  often. 

My  being  confined  and  idle  hasmade  me  scribble  avolume  about 
nothhig.    I  hope  you  will  be  as  dAcntvr^  when  you  are  to  read  it 

*  See  it  In  ' Lord  Henrqr't  Memoin,' bj  Croker,  toL  iL  p.  168.    Rla  Ywy  ckrv, 
sad  Teiy  cluaicieriBiic. — CvvnvoBAic 
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Just  as  I  had  finished  mjrletter,  I  leiumt  the  dreadfbl  oakmity 
ihat  happened  at  the  Opera-house  last  night  Don't  bealanned. 
Madam ;  not  a  life  is  lost— yet  There  iaw  a  fire,  and  it  is  not  yet 
extinj^oished.  The  theatre  was  brimful  in  expectation  of  Yestris. 
At  the  end  of  the  second  act  he  appeared ;  bat  with  so  much  grace, 
agiEty,  and  strength,  that  the  whole  audience  fell  into  convulsions  of 
applailuse :  the  men  thundered ;  thie  ladies,  forgetting  their  delicacy 
and  weakness,  dapped  with  such  yehemence,  that  seventeen  broke 
their  arms,  sixty-nine  sprained  thbir  wrists,  and  three  cried  Bravo  I 
bravissimo  I  so  rashly,  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  utter  so  much 
as  no  since,  any  more  than  both  Hbuses  of  Parliament.  I  do  not 
love  to  exaggerate,  but  the  shouts  were  so  loud  that  they  reached 
Great  Russell-street  and  terrified  Lord  Mansfield,  who  thought  the 
mob  was  coming  again,  and  fied  to  Caen  Wiood ;  but,  though  the 
true  cause  was  soon  discovered,  there  is  to  be  a  camp  in  the  Mews 
every  Opera  night,  and  nobody  su£Edred  to  appear  there,  but  gagged 
and  handcuffed,  for  really  if  people  are  at  Uberty  to  applaud  what 
iliey  approve,  there  is  an  end  of  all  govenmient  I 

As  folks  in  the  country  love  to  hear  of  Londm  foMom^  know; 
Madam,  that  the  reigning  one  amongst  the  ^fuaUty  is  to  go  after  the 
opera  to  the  lottery  offices,  where  their  Ladyships  bet  with  the 
keepers.  You  choose  any  number  you  please  ;  if  it  does  not  come 
up  next  day,  you  pay  five  guineas ;  if  it  does,  receive  forty,  or  in 
proportion  to  the  age  of  the  tirage.  The  Duchess  of  Devonshire  in 
one  day  won  nine  hundred  pounds.  G^eral  Smith,  as  the  luckiest 
of  all  mites,  is  of  the  most  select  parties,  and  chooses  the  numeros. 


19SS.    TO  THS  BBY.  WILLIAlC  OOLH. 

Berhdeff  Square,  Dee.  19, 1780. 

I  GAMNOT  leave  you  for  a  moment  in  error,  my  good  Sir,  when  you 
transfer  a  compliment  to  me,  to  which  I  have  not  the  most  slender 
daim,  and  defraud  another  of  it  to  whom  it  is  due. 

The  friend  of  Mr.  Ghray,  in  whom  authorship  caused  no  jealousy 
or  variance,  as  Mr.  Mainwaring  says  truly,  is  Mr.  Mason.  I 
certainly  never  excelled  in  pbetry,  and  never  attempted  the  species 
of  poetiy  alluded  to— Odes.  Dr.  Lort,  I  suppose,  is  removing  to  a 
living  or  a  prebend,  at  least ;  I  hope  so.  He  may  run  a  risk  if  he 
carries  his  book  to  Lambeth.     **  Sono  senate  venti  tre  ore  e  messa,'* 


in  HOUOB  WlLRHfg  LI^BSa  pm 

as  Alawmta-  TUX  said  to  hia  neplunr,  irboi  he  mw  diosea  Pope 

in  extrame  old  age.  Kj  Lord  of  CanterlnuT's  lb  not  extreme,  bat 
yery  tottering.  I  fimnd  in  Mr.  Gongli's  nev  edition,  thst  in  the 
Pepysian  lilffajy  is  a  view  of  the  theatre  in  Dorset  Gardens,  and 
news  of  fbnr  w  fire  o&er  anoent  great  nutnsions.  Do  the  folk  of 
W'g'iripii  ever  snffiBr  oi^aes  of  saoh  flinip  to  be  taken  P  If  ther 
iroold,  is  there  anybody  at  Cambridge  that  ooold  execute  them,  and 
reaaonatdjP  Answer  me  quite  at  ymr  leisure ;  and,  also,  vhat  and 
by  whom  the  altar-pieoe  i^  that  IjotA  Carlisle  has  girea  to  King's. 
I  did  not  know  he  had  been  of  our  oollege.  I  have  two  or  three 
plates  of  StrAwbory  more  Uum  those  yoa  mention;  but  my 
ooDeotiaDB  an  so  nnmeratia,  and  from  Tarions  eatisea  my  pnnts 
hare  been  in  soch  eonfhsiaii,  thai  at  preeeot  I  neiflisr  knoir  irtien 
the  plates  or  proofr  are. 

I  "ttflnd  next  snnunez  to  set  about  ocmpleting  n^  plas  of  flie 
Catakigae  and  its  prints;  and,  niton  I  have  foimd  any  at  &» 
plates  or  pnxtfii,  yon  shall  certainly  hare  those  yon  want.  Tben 
m  the  two  large  Tiewa  of  the  hoose,  one  of  the  cottage,  one 
of  the  Hbraiy,  one  of  the  front  to  the  road,  and  Out  (dumney- 
piece  in  the  Holbein  room.  I  tbint  these  are  all  that  are  fi"j*l""j 
—oh  I  yes,  I  believe  the  Prior's  garden ;  but  I  hsTe  not  seen 
ttiem  theaa  two  yean.  I  was  so  ill  the  etunmer  before  last,  Uiat 
I  attended  to  nothing ;  the  little  I  thonght  of  in  that  way  last 
Bnmmer,  was  to  get  oat  my  laet  Tolume  of  the  'Anecdotes ; '  notw 
I  have  nothing  to  trouble  myself  aboat  as  an  editor,  and  that  not 
pnblicly,  bnt  to  finish  my  Gatalogoe — and  that  will  be  awkwardly 
enough;  for  so  many  artioles  have  been  added  to  my  ooUeoticn 
since  the  desaription  was  mode,  that  I  most  add  them  in  tfm 
Appendix,  or  reprint  it ;  and  what  is  more  inoonTenionf^  the 
positious  of  many  of  the  pictures  hare  been  ofaanged ;  and  so  it  will 
be  a  lame  piece  of  wodc.  Adieo,  my  dear  Sir  I  Toon  most 
cordially. 


IBSS.    TO  BIS  HOBNOB  KASV. 

I  AH  BOiry  that  my  letters  of  late  years  contain  so  many  eraa ; 
this  dates  a  new  tmc^  of  an  addititmal  war  with  Holland.  Hie 
Uanifesto  of  our  Court  appeared  in  the  '  Chtsette  Extraordinary' 
this  morning.    I  am  no  proidtesying  politician,  yon  know ;  and  if  I 
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were,  aalamioooldtobea fiangidiie one,  lahoold not dispene my 
Sibylline  leayes  about  Europe. 

Another  fact,  that  must  speak  for  itself  is,  &at  Admiral  Darby 
has  brought  his  fleet  home,  as  D'Estaing  has  led  the  Frenoh  and 
Spanish  squadrons  and  the  trade  to  Brest  Pray  desire  the  Emperor 
to  leave  Ostend  opeui  or  I  shall  not  be  able  to  write  to  ]rou  at  alL 
It  is  not  very  pleasant  at  present ;  for,  with  so  many  intenrening 
enemies  and  interlopers,  one  can  oonrerse  with  no  more  firankness 
than  in  a  oongress  ot  Ambassadors.  I  write  as  mueh  as  I  oan  for 
your  satisfiustiony  but  no  Oontmental  post-offioe  will  ever  learn  from 
me  a  tittle  they  did  not  know  before.  Tau  may  8u£Eer  by  it,  but  I 
am  sure  approve  me.  Bo  not  imagine  there  is  either  tadium  or  air 
in  this.  I  do  know  nothing  before  it  has  happened :  it  is  merely 
my  own  comment  that  I  suppress,  as  I  love  my  oountry  too  well  to 
treat  foreigners  with  anything  I  am  sorry  for. 

Having  thus  said  my  say,  I  have  nothing  of  the  least.oonsequence 
to  add.  The  town  is,  and  will  be,  empty  till  die  Parliament  meets;  and 
then  people  will  return,  because  it  is  Qie  fashion  to  go  to  Newmarket: 
for,  in  countries  that  are  or  have  been  great,  the  chief  philosophers 
are  such  as  have  no  philosophy,  and  who  consign  over  to  the  inferior 
classes  flie  sense  of  public  calamities.  In  fact,  the  world  is  grown 
more  intrepid  than  in  ancient  days.  Our  progenitors  braved  oiemies; 
we  modems  defy  elements,  and  do  not,  like  the  effeminate  Greeks  and 
Bomans,  go  into  winter-quarters  at  the  back  of  the  almanack ;  and 
thence  winds,  waves,  and  climates  gain  flie  most  oonsiderable  victories. 

There  has  been  a  hurricane  at  Si  Eitf  s,  that,  according  to 
the  etiquette  of  destruction,  deserves  a  triumphal  arch, — ^perhaps 
opma  tpoUa,  for  nothing  has  yet  been  heard  of  Admiral  Bowley  I 
Ok  I  but  I  cannot  sport,  when  humanity  aches  in  every  nerve  I  and 
when  the  seals  of  a  new  book  are  opened,  like  those  in  the  Bev^ 
lations  I  I  detest  war,  nor  oan  perceive  that  anybody  has  cause  to 
exult  in  it    Adieu  I 


issr.  to  TBI  ooramss  or  obsobt. 

Ckrutmoi  Da^,  1780. 

Though  you  order  me  to  give  you  an  account  of  myself  Madamj 
I  shall  not  obey,  for  I  cannot  give  you  a  good  one ;  and  one  is  so 
apt  to  talk  of  one's  sel^  and  by  the  courtesy  of  self-love  to  think 
every  trifle  of  importance,  that  I  will  boldly  be  out  of  order  if  I 


I 


480  HOSACS  WALPOUrS  UBRBttL  (ITM 


please,  wiflumt  being  reflponoble  to  any  one ;  no,  noi  ewmt  to  a 
friend. 

We  have  00  many  enemies,  and  sobdne  them  so  n^dly,  thai  I 
did  not  think  it  was  worth  while  to  notify  to  yonr  Ladyship  tlie  new 
war  wxQl  Holland.  Lord  Oomwallis,  I  snpposey  wQl  step  oyer  and 
despatch  it  in  a  parenthesis  of  six  weeks,  and  still  be  as  likely  as 
oyer  to  oonqner  America.  Who  is  to  bnm  Amsterdam  1  haye  not 
yet  heard. 

Lord  Warwidt  has  already  sent  me  John  Thorpe's  book.  Madam, 
and  a  most  obliging  letter.  JJkAmptfaill  is  not  Houghton- AmptkOl, 
bat  the  individnal  palaee  that  stood  in  jom  paddock  where  the 
Oroes  is,  and  in  wfaioh  Queen  Oatherine  la^f  as  royal  folk  did  ^ben, 
though  now  they  and  everybody  else  only  sleep ;  and  a  spacions  and 
goodly  manmon  it  was.  There  is  not  flie  eleyation,  nor  of  Kiiby 
Hatfam,  built  by  the  dancing  Ohancdlor  in  1570 ;  bat  there  is  the 
groond-plan.  I  remember  wanting  to  make  the  last  Ghanoellor, 
Bathnxst^  danee  at  one  of  Mens,  de  Ghunes'  baUs.  He  came  thither 
yeiy  drank,  and,  as  somebody  wished  to  see  the  Scotch  reel,  I  pro- 
posed that  my  Lord  Ohancellor  should  dance  it 

I  am  miconmionly  glad.  Madam,  (hat  Mr.  Coxe^  is  destined 
for  Mentor  to  yomr  Tdemachns.  His  'Tiayels '  are  by  for  the  most 
eBDSLble  of  aU  those  lato  publications,  and  his  principles  of  the 
old  rook. 

Yomr  heroine  at  Bath,  Madam,  is  from  the  same  qoaxry  in  anoflier 
Ug^t^  and  the  oonnterpart  to  Oato  himself,  who  acconmiodated  a 
friend  with  his  own  wife,  lor  the  sake  of  yirtne,  and  took  her  again 
with  as  much  deconmi  as  possible.  Pray  read  (lie  description  in 
Locan,  or,  if  you  affect  not  miderstanding  Latin^  in  Bowe ;  yon 
will  see  wilh  idiat  staid  grayity  those  matters  were  transacted^  wiien 
good  patriots  desponded  about  the  Commonwealth.  I  haye  not  a 
Lncan  in  town,  or  would  refer  you  to  the  qpoi 

My  nieces  are  indubitobly  not  going  abroad,  nor  do  the  Dnke  and 
Duchess  think  of  it  They  will  be  in  town  at  the  end  of  next  month* 

Lord  Macartney,  I  hear,  is  to  sail  before  that  time;  Lady 
Macartoey  does  not  go  with  him.  I  Mmember  iriiat  a  quarto  my 
last  letter  was,  and  restrain  this  within  bounds. 

F.S.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  see  Yestris  till  the  weather  is  milder, 
though  it  is  the  umyersal  yoioe  that  he  is  the  only  perfoot  being 

*  Aftorwardf  ArdideieQii  Coxe,  wIiom  hiiloiiaJ  liboiin  are  of  so  miidi  importoaM 
In  mmtnlioB  of  the  rslgBt  of  Geoige  ths  FInt  uA  Idi  gacceiiog.— CownraHAn. 


1T«^  TO  BIK  HOAACS  UAXV.  Ul 

tiiat  has  dnqtped  from  the  ciowia  irithin  the  memory  of  mto  or 
woman ;  but  iiieii,  indeed,  nobody  allova  memory  maoh  ratrapeol^ 
lest  they  should  eeem  old  themselTes.  When  the  I^lisment  mecAi^ 
he  is  to  be  thanked  by  flie  Speaker. 


1»8S.    TO  BIB  HOBAO  iUXS. 

ArMv  SiMn,  Dm).  II,  17M. 

I  HATS  reoeiTed,  and  thank  yon  muoh  for  the  carioos  history '  of 
the  Ooimt  and  Coonteas  of  Albany ;  what  a  latched  oonolnflio&  of 
ft  wretched  family  I  Sorely  no  royal  race  was  ever  so  drawn  to  the 
di^  I  The  other  Oouni^s  [Orford]  yon  mention  seems  to  ^proach 
still  nearer  to  dissolation.  Her  death  a  year  or  two  ago  nuf^t  hare 
prevented  the  sale  of  the  piotuiee, — not  t^t  I  know  it  would.  Wbo 
can  say  what  madnees  in  the  hands  of  villany  would  (ur  would  not 
have  done  f  Now,  I  think,  hor  dj-ing  would  only  pat  more  into  the 
reach  of  rascals.  Bnt  I  am  indi^'crcnt  what  they  do;  nor,  but  thus 
occasionally,  shall  I  throw  away  a  thought  on  that  chapter. 

All  chuuse  oS  accommodation  with  nolhmd  is  Tamahed.  Oount 
Welderen  and  his  wife  departed  this  morning.  All  they  who  are 
to  gain  by  privateen  and  oupturcs  sue  dtshghtod  with  a  new  field  of 
plunder.  Piracy  is  more  practicable  tiian  riatory,  Not  being  an 
admirer  of  wars,  I  shall  reserve  my.^tiz  dejoie  for  peace. 

Hy  letten,  I  think,  are  rather  eras  thui  journals.  Three  days 
ago  oommraced  another  date—the  establishment  of  a  &nuly  fer  thB 
Prince  of  Wales.  I  do  not  know  all  the  names,  and  fewer  of  the 
fiioes  that  compose  it;  nor  intend.  1,  who  kissed  the  hand  of 
Oeo^  I.,  have  no  colt's  tooth  fer  the  Court  cft  George  IV.  NoQiing 
ia  ao  ridiculous  as  an  antique  feoe  in  a  juvenile  drawing-room.  I 
brieve  that  they  lAo  have  spirits  enough  to  be  ahsurd  ia  tlieir 
decrepitude,  an  happy,  for  they  certainly  are  not  sensible  of  tlieir 
folly ;  bat  I,  who  have  asmr  forgotten  what  I  thouf^t  in  my  youth 
of  such  superannuated  idiots,  dread  nothing  more  than  misplacing 
myself  ia  my  old  age.  In  truth,  I  feel  no  such  appetite;  and, 
excepting  the  young  c^my  own  funily,  about  whom  I  am  interested, 

'  Tb«  Pratttidar'i  will  annpUinini  to  At  QmX  Dik»  of  lur  hntliud'i  hwrtly 
babmyloiir  to  her,  that  prine*  eoalilTed  boi  nop*  into  ■  oonTMit,  Mid  thenoa  teat 
hv  to  BoiiM,  when  ate  wu  pnWetod  tj-  tk«  Cttdlad  «f  Totfc,  her  Inida&d'i 
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I  Kave  miglity  small  satiabction  in  the  oompany  of  potierify;  for  so 
the  present  generation  seem  to  me.  I  would  contribute  anything 
to  their  pleasure,  but  what  cannot  contribute  to  it — ^my  own  presence. 
Alas  I  how  many  of  this  age  are  swept  away  before  me:  six  thousand 
have  been  mowed  down  at  onoe  by  the  late  hurricane  at  Barbadoes 
alone !  How  Europe  is  paying  the  debts  it  owes  to  America  I  Were 
I  a  poet,  I  would  paint  hosts  of  Mexicans  and  Peruvians  crowding 
the  shores  of  Styx,  and  insulting  the  multitudes  of  fiie  usurpers  of 
their  continent  that  have  been  sending  themselyes  thither  for  these 
five  or  six  years.  The  poor  Africans,  too,  have  no  call  to  be 
merciful  to  European  ghosts.  Those  miserable  slaves  have  just  now 
seen  whole  crews  of  men-of-war  swallowed  by  the  late  hurricane. 

We  do  not  yet  know  the  extent  of  our  loss.  You  would  ihink  it 
very  slight,  if  you  saw  how  little  impression  it  makes  on  a  luxurious 
capitaL  An  overgrown  metropolis  has  less  sensibility  than  marble ; 
nor  can  it  be  conceived  by  those  not  conversant  in  one.  I  remember 
hearing  what  diverted  me  then ;  a  young  gentlewoman,  a  native  of 
our  rock,  St.  Helena,  and  who  had  never  stirred  bejrond  it,  being 
struck  with  the  emotion  occasioned  there  by  the  arrival  of  one  or 
two  of  our  China  ships,  said  to  the  captain,  **  There  must  be  a  great 
solitude  in  London  as  often  as  the  China  ships  come  away  I"  Her 
imagination  could  not  have  compassed  the  idea,  if  she  had  been  told 
that  six  years  of  war,  the  absence  of  an  army  of  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  men  and  of  all  our  squadrons,  and  a  new  debt  of  many, 
many  millions,  would  not  make  an  alteration  in  the  receipts  at  the 
door  of  a  single  theatre  in  London.  I  do  not  boast  of,  or  applaud, 
this  profligate  apathy.  When  pleasure  is  our  business,  our  business 
is  never  our  pleasure;  and,  if  four  wars  cannot  awaken  us,  we  shall 
jflieinadreami 


1989.    TO  BIB  DAYID  DALBTMPU. 

JBSerMy  Sfmn,  Jatu  1,  ITSL 

YoiTB  fiEtvourable  opinion  of  my  fitther,  Sir,  is  too  flattering  to  me 
not  to  thank  you  for  Ihe  satisfiaction  it  gave  me.  Wit,  I  tUnk,  he 
had  not  naturally,  thougih  I  am  sure  he  had  none  from  affectation, 
as  simplicity  was  apredominant  feature  in  his  amiable  composition; 
but  he  possessed  that,  perhaps,  most  true  species  of  wit,  which  flows 
from  ejq)erienoe  and  deep  knowledge  of  mankind,  and  oonaequenflj 
had  more  in  his  later  than  in,  his  earlier  years ;  whioh  19  not  oommoft 
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to  a  taloat  Chat  generaUy  flashes  from  spirits,  though  they  alone 
oannoi  bestow  it  When  yon  was  onoe  before  so  good.  Sir,  as  to 
suggest  to  me  an  attempt  at  writing  my  fikUier's  life,  I  probably 
made  yon  one  answer  that  I  must  repeat  now,  which  is,  that  a  son's 
enoominms  wonld  be  attributed  to  partiality ;  and,  with  my  deep 
devotion  to  his  memory,  I  should  ever  suspect  it  in  myself. 

But  I  will  set  my  repugnance  in  a  stronger  light,  by  relating 
an  anecdote  not  incurious.  In  the  new  edition  of  the  *  Biographia 
Britannica,'  Dr.  Eippis,  the  tinker  of  it,  reflecting  on  my  having 
called  the  former  '  Yindicatio  Britannica,  or  a  Defiance  of  Every- 
body,' tireaiened  that  when  he  should  come  to  my  fiither's  hh 
he  would  convince  me  that  the  new  edition  did  not  deserve  that 
censure.^  I  oonfiass  I  thought  this  but  an  odd  sort  of  historian 
equity,  to  reverse  Scripture  and  punish  the  sins  of  children  upon 
their  fieifiiers  I  However,  I  said  nothing.  Soon  after  Dr.  Eippis 
himself  called  on  me,  and  in  very  gracious  terms  desired  I  would 
fiivour  him  with  anecdotes  of  my  fiBrflier's  life.  This  was  descending 
a  little  from  his  censorial  throne,  but  I  took  no  notice ;  and  only 
told  him,  that  I  was  so  persuaded  of  ilie  fiedmess  of  my  fiither's 
diaracter,  that  I  choose  to  trust  it  to  the  most  unprejudioed  hands ; 
and  that  all  I  oould  consent  to  was,  tiiat  when  he  shall  have  written 
it,  if  he  would  communicate  it  to  me,  I  would  point  out  to  him  any 
material  fieusts,  if  I  should  find  any,  that  were  not  truly  noted.  This 
was  all  I  oould  contribute. 

Since  that  time  I  have  seen  in  the  second  volume  a  very 
gross  accusation  of  Sir  Robert,  at  second  or  third  hand,  and  to 
which  the  smallest  attention  must  give  a  negative.  Sir  Bobert 
is  accused  of  having,  out  of  spite,  influenced  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons  to  expel  the  late  Lord  Barrington  for  the  notorious  job  of 
the  Harburg  lottery.  Spite  was  not  the  ingredient  most  domi- 
neering in  my  fietiher's  diaracter ;  but  whatever  has  been  said  of  the 
eorruption  or  servility  of  Houses  of  Commons,  when  was  there  one 
ao  prostitute,  that  it  would  have  expelled  one  of  their  own  members 
fer  a  fraud  not  proved,  to  gratify  the  vengeance  of  the  Hinister  P 
and  a  Minister  must  have  been  implacable  indeed,  and  a  House  of 
Commons  profligate  indeed,  to  inflict  such  a  stigma  on  an  innocent 
man,  because  he  had  been  attached  to  a  rival  predecessor  of  the 
Minister.  It  is  not  less  strange  that  the  Harburgher's  son  should 
not  have  vindicated  his  parent's  memory  at  the  opportunity  of  the 

'  S«e  Letter  to  Cole  of  6th  Feb.,  1780.— Cowivobaii. 
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secret  committee  on  Sir  Bobert,  but  should  wait  for  a  manusor^ 
memorandum  of  Serjeant  Skinnar  after  the  death  of  tiiis  last  1 
hope  Sir  Robert  will  have  no  such  apoIogiBt  I 

I  do  not  agree  less  with  you,  SuTi  in  your  high  apinion  of  King 
William.  I  think,  and  a  &r  better  judge.  Sir  Bobert,  thought  (hat 
Prince  one  of  the  wisest  men  that  erer  linked.  Your  ioiMNo^  of  his 
was  quite  new  to  me.  There  are  two  or  three  passages  m  flie 
Diary  of  the  second  Earl  of  Clarendon  that  always  stmok  me  as 
instances  of  wisdom  and  humour  at  once ;  particokuiy  his  Mi^esty's 
reply  to  the  Lords  who  adviised  him  (I  thhik  ^at  Salisbury)  to  said 
away  King  James ;  and  his  few  words,  after  long  patience,  to  that 
foolish  Lord  himself,  who  harangued  him  on  the  obserranoe  of  his 
declaration.  Such  traits^  and  several  of  Queea  Anne  (not  equally 
deep)  iu  the  same  Journal^  paint  those  Princes  as  oharactaiistically 
as  Lord  Clarendon's  able  &ther  would  ha?e  drawn  them.  There 
are  two  letters  in  flie  'Nugae  Antiqufls'  that  eihibit  as  fidthful 
pictures  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  James  the  First,  by  delineating 
them  in  their  private  life  and  unguarded  hours. 

You  are  much  in  the  right.  Sir,  in  laug^liing  at  those  wise 
personages,  who  not  only  dug  up  the  corpse  of  Edward  flie  Fiist^* 
but  restored  Christian  burial  te  his  crown  md  robes.  Methinks,  had 
they  deposited  those  r^alia  in  the  treasury  of  the  ohurok,  they 
would  have  committed  no  sacrilege.  I  confess  I  hanre  not  quite  so 
heinous  an  idea  of  sacrilege  as  Dr.  Johnson.  Of  all  Idnds  of 
robbery,  that  appears  to  me  the  lightest  species  which  injures 
nobody.  Dr.  Johnson  is  so  pioui^  that  in  his  journey  to  your  country, 
he  flatters  himself  that  all  his  readers  will  join  him  in  enjoying 
the  destruction  of  two  Dutch  crews,  who  were  swallowed  up 
by  the  ocean  after  they  had  robbed  a  chmroh.'  I  doubt  that 
unchariteble  anathema  is  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  (Md  Testament 
than  of  the  New.  i 


1990.    TO  THB  COUKTBSS  OF  0880BT. 

MxBOf  on  the  poor  men  that  are  to  be  in  love  with  Lady  Annsf 
irfien  she  comes  to  maturity  of  tyraaaiy  I    If  she  begins  already 

^  See  ToL  tL  pp.  84, 291.^0innrnieHAH. 

*  The  following  are  Johneon't  wordi :— "  TIm  two  Aanhm  of  IQsIb  were  ilripped, 
and  the  lead  wae  shipped  to  be  sold  in  Holland :  I  hope  efoiy  reader  wKU  r^foioe  Ihsl 
thie  cargo  of  eacril^e  waa  lost  at  sea.** — Waieav. 
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witb  flsjoiniiig  null  taaki  to  heir  alATei^  v^ist  iriU  lAf*  do  id  ths  full 
oareer  ai  her  power  f  The  Sphinx  vaa  a  hurmlew  dioky-bird  in 
eonqianson.  To  send  one  fi>ar  Qnipoo,  and  only  a  hint  at  an 
a^ifaMbet^  and  bid  one  oonrtnie  fimr  PeoraTian  venes,  vithoat  one's 
having  eves  learnt  a  salable  of  the  langusge^  is  despotism  nnparal- 
leled.  She  mi^t  as  well  hare  oidered  me  to  read  an  Egyptian 
obelisk,  and  tell  her  what  was  meant  by  nn'Tml"  so  ill  drawn  that 
they  are  like  nothing  in  the  creation.  My  penance  is  ten  times 
worse ;  I  am  to  &nd  out  rhymes  in  colours,  and  thoughts  in  knot^ 
and  cadence  in  a  jangle  of  oris  and  ends  I  I  am  a  Sibyl  if  I  believe 
that  any  being  but  a  lady's  chambermaid  can  understand  the  sense 
of  minced  ribbons,  or  discover  sentiments  in  a  salmagundi  of  black 
and  blue,  and  red  and  purple,  and  white.  A  piece  of  a  tippet  may 
be  very  good  poetry  in  Lima  for  aught  I  know ;  and  such  a  genius 
as  Dryden  would  soon  have  written  a  whole  hirth-day  gown  &om 
as  small  a  sample  as  Lady  Anne  has  sent  me;  but  for  my  part 
I  cannot  unsew  a  single  stitch  of  such  millinery  versification ;  and 
though  I  will  not  contemptuously  return  such  silken  lines  directly, 
I  despair  of  unravelling  them,  and  will  only  retain  them  till  I  huve 
^l/d  than  for  a  whole  maming,  sinoe  it  seems  that  a  mistake  in  a 
|in^  shade  nay  oooaaion  a  blunder  or  perhaps  a  double  entendre. 

Tout  Ladyship's  new  year's  wishes  are  infinitely  kind,  tbon^ 
tiie  moM  e  /etid  are  oomplimenta  I  oan  only  oooept  as  I  would 
flowers  strewed  on  my  um.  I  am  well  again ;  bat  my  late  disorder 
was,  I  beHere,  a  httle  df  the  gout  in  my  stomach ;  and  when  onoe 
ttie  flaw  begins  there,  where  my  only  strength  lay,  it  would  be  silly 
not  to  know  how  preoarious  the  tenure  is. 

Never  dduding  myself  on  that  chapter,  yon  will  not  wonder, 
WiuIktii,  that  I  am  little  qualified  to  resolve  any  questions  about  the 
dawn  of  the  next  reign.  I  attend  to  what  is  said  about  the  Prince's 
&mily  no  more  than  I  should  to  a  prophet,  who  should  offer  to  lay 
before  me  a  vision  of  the  whole  next  oentury.  Can  I  forget  that  I 
kissed  the  hand  of  this  Prince  of  Wales's  great  great-grand&ther, 
the  ni^t  but  one  befeie  he  left  Eng^d  ibr  the  last  time  f  and  that 
I  was  then  ten  years  old  f  Antiquated  dukes  may  hobble  into  and 
out  of  golden  chariots,  if  they  think  their  corpses  look  well  in  them 
— I  should  not  like  to  lie  in  state  before  I  am  dead. 

Methinks  the  nation  itself  is  fond  of  a  magnificent  flmeral,  and 
ohooaes  to  call  in  all  oountries  to  its  burial,  or  at  least  to  provoke 
them  to  despatch  it.  Et  tu.  Brute :  even  Holland  is  to  give  us  a 
■tab.    The  elements  too,  have  joined  the  armed  neutrality.    What 
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a  catastrophe  that  of  BarbadoesI  yet  we  axe  all  gaiety,  nay; 
delighted  with  the  Dutch  war.  We  lose  provmces  and  ialandi^ 
and  are  comforted  by  barrels  of  pickled  henings  I  Then,  Madam, 
what  a  brave  string  of  Irish  peers!  they  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
chain  of  galley-slayes  in  '  Don  Quixote.^  like  them,  I  dare  swear, 
their  new  Lordships  would  one  and  all  assure  one — fliey  are 
honest  men ! 

The  ancient  sorereigns  of  this  isle  are  come  to  a  nun  pht$  too 
The  Countess  of  Albany  is  retired  into  a  oonvent.  You  know  they 
live  at  Florence.  Last  St.  Andrew's  day,  who  is  the  &TOurite  saint 
itiere  too,  the  Count  got  so  beastly  drunk,  that  at  night  every  filthy 
consequence  ensued.  The  Countess  complaining,  he  tore  her  hair, 
aind  endeavoured  to  strangle  her.  Her  screams  alarmed  the  £unily, 
and  saved  her.  She  privately  acquainted  the  Great  Duke^  and  by 
his  authority  and  connivance  she  contrived  to  take  shelter  in  a  con- 
vent, declaring  she  will  never  return  to  her  htuband  again,  niio 
has  in  vain  reclaimed  her  from  the  Great  Duke. 

Having  nothing  better  to  oflfer  as  a  new  year's  gift,  I  diall  add  a 
Nuptial  Ode  that  I  made  for  Lady  Lucan.  It  would  be  presumptioii 
to  hope  it,  but  if  Lady  Anne  woidd  be  so  good  as  to  translate  it  into 
a  wisp  of  party-colourod  silk,  and  stuff  a  pincushion  with  it|  I  should 
flatter  myself  with  my  work  being  immortaL 


HymflHy  0  HTmeiiae  f 
To  Althozp  and  Bingbun 
T«  bvdiy  eome  md  thtg '««, 
And  «U  Uie  bells  ring  'em. 
With  ding,  ding,  a  dong. 

n. 
To  AltlKnrp  and  Binglmn 
Bat  pnj  do  noi  ding  'em 
With  thie  or  that  thingvm. 
That  may  caU  np  in  Binf^uMB 
A  Unih  aU  day  hmg. 

m. 

Toar  bait  wiihea  bring  'eat, 
.  Tour  best  roeei  fling  'em 
O'er  the  hammock,  where  Bin^^uun 
And  Althorpe  ehall  ewing  'em. 
With  ding,  ding,  a  dong. 

PJ3.  I  am  sorry  to  add  so  serious  a  P.S.,  as  that  poor  Lady  Fdley^ 
died  this  morning. 

'  Henrietta,  fouth  daoghter  of  William,  aeeond  Earl  of  Haiiingtoa.-  OwnmwHm. 
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IMl.    TO  THS  HOK.  H.  a  OOKWAT. 

Jem.  i,  1781. 

AnxB  I  had  written  my  note  to  you  last  nighty  I  called  on 
^  •  •  \  ^o  gave  me  flie  dismal  aooonnt  of  Jamaica,'  that  you 
will  see  in  the  'Gasette/  and  of  the  damage  done  to  our  shipping. 
Admiral  Bowley  is  safe;  but  they  are  in  apprehensions  for 
Walsingham,  He  told  me,  too,  what  is  not  in  the  *  Gaeette ;'  that 
of  the  expedition  against  the  Spanish  settlements — ^not  a  sing^  man 
samyest  The  papers  to-day,  I  see,  speak  of  great  danger  to 
Gibraltar. 

Your  brother  repeated  to  me  his  great  desire  that  you  should 
publish  your  speech,"  as  he  told  you.  I  do  not  conceiye  why  he  is 
80  eager  for  it,  for  he  professes  total  despair  about  America.  It 
looks  to  me  as  if  there  was  a  wish  of  throwing  the  blame  somewhere; 
but  I  profess  I  am  too  simple  to  diye  into  the  objects  of  shades  of 
intrigues;  nor  do  I  care  about  them.  We  shall  be  reduced  to 
a  miserable  little  island ;  and  from  a  mighty  empire  sink  into  aa 
fflsigmficant  a  country  as  Demnark  or  Sardinia  I  When  our  trade 
and  marine  are  gone,  the  latter  of  which  we  keq>  up  by  unnatural 
efforts,  to  which  our  debt  will  put  a  stop,  we  i^all  lose  the  East 
Indies  as  Portugal  did;  and  then  France  will  dictate  to  us  more 
imperiously  than  oyer  we  did  to  Ireland,  which  is  in  a  manner 
already  gone  too. 

These  are  mortifying  reflections,  to  which  an  En^ish  mind 
cannot  easily  accommodate  itsel£  But,  alast  we  haye  been 
pursuing  the  yery  conduct  that  France  would  haye  prescribed^ 
and  more  than  with  all  her  presumption  she  could  haye  dared 
to  esxpecL  Gould  she  flatter  herself  that  we  would  take  no 
adyantage  of  the  dilaioriness  and  unwillingness  of  Spain  to  enter 
into  the  warP  that  we  would  reject  the  disposition  of  Russia  to 

^  On  the  8rd  of  Oetober  ownired  one  of  thA  mofi  dretdlbl  ImrrieinM  erw 
ozperienoed  in  the  Weei  Indies.  In  Jamaica,  SaTannah  La  Har,  with  three  hundred 
inhabitant!,  wai  ntterij  iw^  away  hy  an  iiroption  of  the  tea ;  and  at  Baihadoea, 
on  iht  10th,  Bridge-town,  the  capital  of  the  island,  was  almost  lereUed  to  the  ground, 
and  soToral  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  perished. — Waxonr. 

*  Introdnotory  of  a  motion  "  for  lesTo  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  quieting  the  troublea 
that  hare  for  some  time  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  and  enabling 
his  Migesty  to  send  out  commissioners  with  full  power  to  treat  with  America  for  thai 
purpose."  The  motion  was  negatiTed  by  128  against  81.  For  the  speech  of  General 
Conway,  and  a  copy  of  his  proposed  bill,  see  F^L  History,  toL  zzL  pp.  67Q„  688.-  •« 
Wbiomv. 


138  fliDRACI  WALPOLn  LKTRBa  pm 

rapport  us  P  and  thai  our  fltQl  more  natural  friend,  Holland,'  would 
be  driyen  into  the  league  against  na  f  All  tibia  has  happened,  and, 
like  an  infiEmt,  we  are  delighted  with  having  set  onr  own  frock  in  a 
blaze  I  I  sit  and  gase  with  astonishment  at  our  fi^nzjr.  Yet 
why  P  Are  not  nations  as  liable  to  intoiicatton  as  individuals  P  Are 
not  predictions  founded  on  oalcolation  oAener  rejected  than  flis 
prophecies  of  dreamers  P  Do  we  nbt  act  precisely  like  Charles  Fox 
who  &ong^t  he  had  disoovered  a  new  truth  in  figures,  when  he 
preached  that  wise  doctrine,  fliat  nobody  could  want  money  fluit 
would  pay  enough  lor  itP  The  oonsequeiice  was,  that  in  two  years 
he  left  himself  without  the  possibifity  of  borrowing  a  shining.  lam 
not  surprised  at  the  spirits  of  a  boy  of  parts ;  I  am  not  surprised  at 
the  people:  I  do  wonder  at  €k>yemmenty  fliat  games  away  its 
consequence.  For  what  are  we  now  redly  at  war  with  America, 
France,  Spain,  and  HoUandP — Not  with  hopes  of  reconquering 
America ;  not  wifli  the  smallest  prospect  of  conquering  a  foot  of  land 
from  France,  Spain,  or  HoUand.^-^No ;  we  are  at  war  on  the  defensiye, 
to  protect  what  is  left,  or  more  truly  to  stave  o£^  for  a  year  perhaps, 
a  peace  that  must  proclaim  our  nakedness  and  impotence. 

I  would  not  willingly  recur  to  that  Womanish  vision  of.  Some* 
tiding  may  turn  up  in  our  fitvour.  That  something  must  be  a 
naval  victory  that  will  annihilate  at  once  all  the  squadrons  of 
Europe — ^must  wipe  off  forty  millions  of  new  debt — reconoile  the 
affactions  of  America,  that  for  six  years  we  have  laboured  to 
alienate ;  and  that  must  recall  out  of  the  grave  the  armies  and 
sailors  that  are  perished — and  that  must  make  thirteen  provinces 
irilling  to  receive'  the  law,  without  the  necessity  of  ke^nng  ten 
thousand  men  amongst  them.  The  gigantic  imagination  of  Lord 
Chatham  would  not  entertain  such  a  chimera.  Lord  *  •  •  • 
perhaps,  would  say  he  did,  rather  than  not  undertake;  or  Mr. 
Burke  could  form  a  metaphoric  vision  that  would  satisfy  no 
imagination  but  his  own ;  but  I,  who  am  nuIUm  addieiut  jurare  m 
wrba,  have  no  hopes  either  in  our  resources  or  in  our  geniuses,  and 
look  on  my  counlry  already  as  undone  I  It  is  grievous-— but  I  shall 
not  have  much  time  to  lament  its  folL 

'  Mr.  Henrj  LMireni,  proddent  of  tlie  American  oooncil,  luiTiiif  been  token  bj 
one  of  the  king^i  fHgiies  early  In  October,  1780,  on  his  pauage  to  HolUnd,  and  it 
being  dieoorend  bj  the  papers  in  hia  poaieMJon  that  the  Am^ean  Statei  had  been 
long  eariTinir  on  a  lecret  correspondence  with  Amsterdam,  Sir  Joseph  Torke,  the 
British  minister  at  the  Hagne,  demanded  a  satisfactory  explanation ;  bnt  the  sam^ 
hot  being  afforded,  hoitUities  against  Holland  were  deeUred  on  the  '8Sth  of  Debember, 
1780.— Waiasr. 
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1992.    TO  THX  COUKTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 
i  ,  /on  4,1781. 

'  I  BsruBH  {he  QuipoBy  Madam,  betenae  if  I  retained  them  tQl 
1  imderstand  {hem,  I  fear  you  woidd  never  haye  them  agauou 
I  Bhonld  as  soon  be  able  to  hold  a  dialo|(iie  wtth  a  rainbow,  by  the 
help  of  its  gramxnar,  a  prism,  for  I  have  not  yet  discovered  which  is 
the  &8t  or  last  Terte  of  four  lines  fliat  hang  like  ropes  of  onions. 
Tet  it  is  not  for  want  of  Mocty,  or  want'of  respect  for  the  Peravian 
manner  of  writing.  I  ^)er6eive  it  is  a'  very  soft  langoage,  and, 
though  at  first  I  tangled  the  poem  and  spoiled  the  rhymes,  yet 
i  can  conceive  fliat  a  harieqnin's  jacket,  artfblly  arranged  by  a 
princess  of  the  blo<id  bf  Mango  Oapac,  may  contaibi  a  deep  tragedy, 
and  that  a  ta^rdry  trimmiiDg  may  be  a  version  of  Solomon's  Song. 
Nay,  I  can  already  say  my  alphabet  of  six  cdlonrs,  and  know  that 
eadi  stands  indiscriminately  M  fyt  fofor  letters,  which  gives  the 
Pelravian  a  great  advantage  over  the  Hebrew  tongue,  in  which  the 
total  want  of  voweb  left  every  word  at  the  mercy  of  the  reader ; 
and,  though  our  salvation  depended  upon  it,  we  did  not  know 
precisely  what  any  word  signified,  till' the  invention  of  points,  that 
were  not  used  till  the  language  had  been  obsolete  for  some  thousands 
of  jrears.  A  little  uncertainty;  as  where  one  has  but  one  letter 
instead  of  four,  may  give  rise  to  many  beauties.  Pans  must  be 
greatly  assisted  by  that  ambigtiity;  and  the  delicacies  of  the 
language  may  depend  on  an  almost  unperoeptible  variation  in  the 
shades,  as  the  perfection  of  the  Ohinese  consists  in  possessing  but 
Tery  few  syllables,  each  of  which  admits  ten  thousand  accents,  and 
thence  pronunciation  is  the  most  difficult  part  of  their  literature. 

At  first  sight,  the  resemblance  of  blue  and  green  by  candlelight 
seems  to  be  an  objection  to  the  Femvian ;  but  any  learned  mercer 
might  obviate  that,  by  opposing  indigo  to  grass-green,  and  ultra- 
marine to  verd  depomme.  The  moreezpert  one  were  at  fifftnioM,  the 
more  poetic  one  should  be,  dt  the  niore  eloquent.  A  vermilion  A 
must  denote  a  weaker  accent,  or  even  passion,  than  one  of  carmine 
and  crimson ;  and  a  straw-colour  Uhe  much  more  tender  than  one 
approaching  to  orange. 

I  have  heard  of  a  French  perfumer  who  wrote  an  essay  on  the 
harmony  of  essences.  Why  should  not  that  idea  be  extended  P  The 
Peruvian  Qiiipos  adapted  a  language  to  the  eyes,  rather  than  to  the 
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6tfs.  Why  dumld  not  there  be  one  Ibr  the  nose  P  Tliemoreflie 
senses  can  be  nsed  mdifSnrently  finr  each  other,  the  more  our  under- 
standings would  be  enlarged.  A  rose,  a  jesBamine,  a  pinky  a  josiquO, 
and  a  honeysuckle,  might  signify  the  Towels ;  the  consonants  to  be 
represented  by  other  flowers,  llie  Cape  jessamine,  which  has  two 
smells,  was  bom  a  dijAtthong.  How  charming  it  would  be  to  smell 
an  ode  from  a  nosegay,  and  to  scent  one's  handkerchief  wiQi  a 
&yourite  song.  Indeed,  many  improTements  might  be  made  on  tiie 
Qnipos  tfaemselYes,  especially  as  they  might  be  worn,  as  well  as 
perused.  A  trimming  set  on  a  new  lute-string  would  be  equivalent 
io  a  second  edition  with  corrections.  I  am  only  surprised  that,  in  a 
country  like  Peru,  where  gold  and  silyer  thread  were  so  obei^  thero 
was  no  eUnqumU  introduced  into  their  poetry.  In  short,  Madam, 
I  am  80  pleased  with  the  idea  of  knotting  Terses,  which  is  rasfly 
pte&rable  to  anagrams  and  acrostics,  that  if  I  were  to  begin  life 
again,  I  would  use  a  shuttle,  instead  of  a  pen,  and  write  veraes  by 
the  yard.  As  it  is,  I  haye  not  been  idle ;  nay,  like  any  heamen-bcnn 
genius,  I  haye  begun  to  write  beforel  can  read ;  and,  though  I  haye 
not  yet  learned  to  decipher,  I  can  at  least  cipher  like  Atabualpa 
himself.  As  a  proof  of  my  proficienoe,  pray.  Madam,  construe  the 
following  colours : — 

Brown,  blue,  white,  yeQow  green  yellow  yelbw  white,  red  brown 
brown  blue  white. 

As  I  was  writing  this  last  Une,  I  reoeiyed  your  Ladyship's  inter- 
pretation of  the  yerses.  Whoeyer  made  them  they  are  excellai^ 
and  it  would  haye  been  cruel  to  deprive  me  of  them  till  I  could 
haye  unrayelled  them.  Pray  teU  me  who  made  them,  for  they  are 
really  good  and  sterling.  I  am  sorry  I  expressed  myself  so 
awkwardly,  that  you  thou^t  I  disapproyed  of  the  Qnipos.  On  the 
contrary,  you  see  how  much  they  haye  amused  me.  In  good  truth, 
I  was  glad  of  anything  that  would  occupy  me,  and  turn  my  attention 
from  all  the  horrors  one  hears  or  apprdiends.  I  am  sorry  I  haye 
read  the  deyastation  of  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica^  &c,  Ac ;  when  one 
can  do  no  good,  can  neither  prevent  nor  redress,  nor  has  any 
personal  share,  by  one's  self  or  one's  friends,  is  it  not  excusable  to 
steep  one's  attention  in  anything  ?  I  fear.  Madam,  you  and  Lord 
Ossory  have  a  suffering  friend :  poor  Mr.  James,'  I  hear,  is  totally 
nuned — ^his  whole  properiy  swept  away  I  There  is  another  dreadful 
history,  less  known:  flie  expedition  sent  against  the  Spanish  settle- 

'  HaashioA  JamMi    See  roL  ▼!  p.  79.— CummiSHAii. 
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tnentB  is  eat  off  by  tbe  climate^  and  not  a  sing^  being  is  left  alite. 
The  Duchess  of  Bedford  told  me  last  night  that  the  poor  soldiers 
were  so  arerse,  that  they  were  driTen  to  tibe  march  by  the  point  of 
the  bayonet^  and  thati  besides  the  men,  twenty-fiye  offioen  haya 
perished. 

Lord  OomwaDis  and  his  tiny  army  are  soaiee  in  a  more  pros* 
perons  way.  On  this  dismal  canras  a  fSrarth  war  is  embroidered; 
and  what,  I  think,  threatens  still  more,  tiie  Frenoh  administration  is 
changed,  and  likely  to  be  composed  of  more  aetiTe  men,  and  mruHi 
more  hostile  to  England.  Our  min  seems  to  me  ineritaUe.  Nay, 
I  know  those  who  smile  in  the  drawing-room,  that  groan  by  fludr 
fireside :  they  own  we  have  no  more  men  to  send  to  Amerioa,  and 
think  onr  credit  almost  as  nearly  ezhaosted*  dan  yon  wonder, 
then,  Madam,  if  I  am  glad  to  play  with  Qnipoe— Oh,  no  1  nor  can 
I  be  sorry  to  be  on  the  yerge— does  one  wish  to  Uye  to  weep  oyer 
the  ruins  of  Carthage  P 


IMS.    TO  THB  Biy.  WILLIAM  ICASOir. 

Tkundaif  mghi  kUe,  Jam,  4, 1781. 

I  HAyn  not  written  to  you  lor  seyeral  reasons.  The  beet  were, 
that  I  had  nothing  to  tell  you  that  you  would  wish  to  know,  or  like 
to  hear*  The  worst  is,  that  I  haye  been  much  out  of  order,  first, 
with  a  complaint  in  my  bowels,  which  being  weak,  the  gout  took  the 
opportonity  and  joined  ii  Then  I  caught  cold,  and  then  was  lame 
in  my  anUe,  which  turned  to  a  cough;  but  all  these  shapes  were,  I 
firmly  belieye,  the  gout,  which  I  haye  long  known  for  a  harlequin, 
that  can  assume  any  form.  I  am  now  pretty  well,  and  sit  down  to 
bhat  with  you;  still  I  do  not  know  where  you  are,  but  conclude  if 
not  at  Aston  that  you  will  soon  be  there. 

This  good  town  is  quite  happy,  for  it  has  gotten  a  new  plaything 
— a  Dutch  war ;  and  the  folks  that  are  to  gain  by  priyateering,  haye 
persuaded  those  who  are  to  pay  the  piper,  to  dance  for  joy.  In  the 
midst  of  this  exultation  came  accounfa  that  would  make  anybody 
shudder,  but  an  oyergrown  capital,  who  care  for  nothing  but  their 
daily  bread,  news,  and  eirceMeB.  AU  Barbadoes  and  half  Jamaica 
are  annihilated.  The  inhabitants  are  buried  or  fiamishing.  The 
shipping  too  has  suffered  deplorably.  The  eyenis  in  America  are 
not  more  flattering.  Leslie,  who  had  taken  a  walk  into  two  or  three 
open  towns,  one  of  which  was  Norfolk,  that  we  burnt  three  or  four 
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yetn  ago^  luui  beol  itoaUed  andis  re-embarked,  to  try  to  save  Laid 
Oomwalliay  who  has  found  the  eountry  as  hostile  as  it  was  prodaiined 
to  be  friendly,  Imd  ii  in  great  danger  too  bom  five  thonsand  men 
despatched  by  Washington  to  strengthen  Ghites.  An  expedition  sent 
against  the  Spanish  settlementB  has  been  so  totally  destroyed  by  the 
elimate  that  not  a  single  man  is  left  a^ye.  The  officers,  to  the 
nnmber  of  twenty-fire,  are-all  dead  too.  My  pen  revolts  at  detailing 
snchlioxyevBl  H I  torn  fntt  them  I  have  nothing  else  to  tell  yon.  I 
nsed  to  write  of  books  es  well  as  newa-^I  have  not  seen  one.  Baspe's 
book  indeed  is  in  the  press  and  will  appear  in  February ;  I  have 
been  oorreoting  the  second  sheet  this  evening. 

Before  Mr.  Stonhewer  went  out  of  town  he  told  me  you  had  left 
your  *  Fresnpy'  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  who  is  to  write 
notes  to  it  I  complain  that  you  never  showed  it  to  me,  but  am 
content  if  it  is  near  being  published.. 

Mrs.  Delany  has  been  ill  and  is  become  very  deaf.  I  saw  Mr. 
Frederic  Montagu  with  her,  and  he  has  been  with  me  and  seems 
perfectly  recovered. 

My  chief  business  with  you  is  to  ask  when  you  come  P  I  sup- 
pose you  will  not  condescend  to  answer,  for  you  have  aa  man) 
humaura  as  ancient  Pistol.  It  don't  sigmfy ;  I  have  a  plenary 
indtilj^nce  for  the  wayward  moods  of  my  fiiends :  nay,  like  them 
better  than  the  perfections  of  those  I  do  not  love — ^not  that  I  believe 
4he  latter  have  one.  Thus  I  prefer  the  letters  you  do  not  write  to 
me,  to  the  most  sweet  epistles  firom  anybody  firom  whom  I  should 
not  wish  to  hear ;  you  will  say,  one  receives  few  sucL  I  certainly 
do  not,  yet  how  many  meai  wish  fur  such  I  What  is  power  but  a 
•desire  of  receiving  tho'dsands  of  flattering  solicitatLons  from  the  Lord 
knows  whom  I  and  an  opportunity  of  being  forced  to  oblige  hundreds 
idiom  they  wish  at  the  Devil  I  Well,  I  am  past  sixty-three ;  you 
will  not  have  me  long,  and  then  I  think  you  will  be  a  little  sony. 
Adieu!' 

>  *0  THI  HOS.  HOIAOI  WAIiPOLI. 

AtUm,  near  Sk^idd,  JmL  tl,  ITSl. 
TovB  list  Iband  me  on  a.  riBit  in  the  North  (i.e.  fbrther  North  than  Toik)  after  I 
had  made  my  appearance  at  our  Oommitlee  on  the  third,  and  taken  npon  me,  not 
the  oiBoe  of  a  deputy,  bnt  all  the  piindplea  of  one  by  joining  in  the  reaolation  which 
makes  the  printed  Addrens  of  that  body  to  the  Sectors,  &c.  the  act  and  deed  of  the 
whole.  I  fear  that  Address  will  not  qnite  qnadmte  with  yow  sentiments,  bnt  I 
most  be  bold  to  tell  yon  that  it  does  entirdy  with  mine;  so  mach  so,  that  I  beUere 
had  an  A«oeiation  been  formed  on  the  same  principles  thirty  yean  ago,  I  shonld 
have  been  as  ready  to  h»Te  Joined  it  then,  as  ai  present^  for  I  know  of  no  momeni 
sinot  I  hare  erer  been  able  to  think  of  poUtlMl  mattsn  that  ths  glariag  daiMti 
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199L    TO  THE  0OUKTBS8  OF  OfiSOBT. 

YouiL  Ladyship  takes  so  kind  a  part  in  all  ibat  concerns  me,  thai^ 
{hough  I  could  not  have  told  you  how  thunderstruck  I  was  yesterday 

of  FadSamentaiy  reprMentation  haro  not  appeared  to  ma  In  tha  lama  Ii|^t  whUk 
thay  do  al  prcieiit  Howorar,  lat  na  not  diipnta  about  tha  mattar.  aa  no  eanaa- 
qaaaieea  ara  aiar  likaly  to  ooma  from  it  €k>od  or  bad  in  my  Mnia^  or  bad  or  good 
Ui  youi,  'tia  the  duty  of  an  honest  man  to  declare  hU  aentimentft  when  a  ptiblio 
opportunity  ealls  for  it»  in  mattera  of  loeh  a  kind  aa  tbSi.  I  baTi  dona  ao^  and 
haTO  thare^  latidled  my  eonadanea. 

I  now  torn  to  answer  what  yon  obligingly  caU  the  chief  bniinees  of  yonr  lettar, 
pid, :  when  I  retom  to  town!  To  ieS  you  a  iecret»  I  left  town,  meidy  that  1^ 
appearing  al  York  on  the  Srd,  I  might  aToid  being  appointed  one  of  the  daputieit 
mod  I  ihaU  atay  from  town  merely  to  aToid  altereatione  with  my  frienda  on  thai 
anbjeek  I  do  not  mean  with  yon,  bat  with  others  of  Whom  yon  wot  welL  I  there- 
fore at  present  intend  to  stay  in  the  eoimtiy  tffl  late  In  the  ipiing,  andihan  shaU  ba 
bi^ipy  to  amaU  your  iint  roses  at  Strawbeny ;  from  thenoa  perl^pa  go  to  Nnnehan» 
and  in  Angiut  retnrn  to  my  Residentiary  imprisonment  at  York,  which  begins  on 
the  11th  cf  that  month.  This  Is  my  present  plan,  and  I  hope  notbliig  win  prereni 
me  from  altering  11^  though  I  foresee  aoma  fomlly  mattew  whieh  may  1««4  »•  to 
ehaaga  ay  reaolnkioii  and  come  aoonei; 

Mr.  Stonhewer  wiU  hare  in  a  few  days  a  oomplete  copy  0f  my  thmdation  of 
'Fresnoy' with  the  text  adjoined.  In  this  stite  it  wiU  probably  Ha  some  time  in  tha 
hope  of  being  Joined  by  aome  of  Sir  Joshna  Bqrnolds'a  notea;  tha  onjNr  thing  that  in 
Iheae  days  wiU  probaUy  make  it  be  taken  notice  of  by  the  public.  If  yon  choose  to 
look  it  oTor,  yon  are  yeiy  welcome  so  to  do,  bat  it  is  so  dry  and  didactic  that  I  fear 
it  wtn  tire  yoa,  on  which  acoonnt  I  nafer  tiiooght  it  worth  while  to  show  It  to  yon. 
If  yen  do  read  it^  aU  tha  aalogiam  I  eoqpaet  will  be,  that  "I  have  bestowed  mora 
paina  abont  it  than  the  thing  was  worth."  Bat  I  haye  much  greater  hopes  of  yoor 
applause  on  my  fourth  book  of  tha '  SngBsh  Ckudan,'  whidi  la  now  almoat  finidied, 
and  shall  go  to  the  York  Presa  Twy.  soon.  Tha  sabjeet  yon  know  la  that  of  Orna- 
mental Boildings,  Menagerie^  Oonsenratories,  ftc^  and  wiUi  this  I  hare  oontrlred  to 
interweare  a  pathetic  story  Uioughout^  so  that  the  whole  book  wffl  be  (If  yon  can 
have  any  idea  from  the  term)  an  Episodico-dldaettaopathatfe»politieoAgTago,  nnlika 
araiything  airer  waa  written  or  wlU  be  written.  The  improfera  will  like  it  for  ita 
taste,  the  ladies  for  its  tenderness ;  Opposition  for  ita  Americality ; — ^yet  of  this  last 
It  has  no  more  than  waa  absolutely  neoesiary  for  tha  ibbla^  and  that  ao  gently  tooehad, 
that  eran  BIshopa  wiU  ba  foreed  to  i^hwd  11  for  ita  humanity,— I  had  almoat  said 
Christianity.  I  wish  it  waa  poadbla  to  hafa  it  published  on  tha  Fast  morning  on 
this  Tory  aooount 

Pray  let  m^  hafaBaspeTa  book  aa  aaoB  aa  pnbUahad,  and  let  ma  hope  lhat»  in  tgiiit 
of  what  you  ara  pleased  to  eaU  my  andent  Pistolish  humours,  that  I  shaU  stiU  ba 
foroared  with  both  your  pditioal  and  Utaraiy  Mareuriea,  as  time  serves.  I  know  of 
no  man  to  whom  they  wUl  be  mora  acoeptable,  nor  to  whom  they  will,  on  your  part^ 
be  more  charitably  administered.  I  soUdt  them  particularly  at  present,  because  I 
aspect  PalgraTC  (who  I  left  at  Hr.  Weddels)  to  sojourn  with  me  some  time  in  his  way 
southward.  He  eomes  the  latter  end  of  tUa  week,  and  if  I  haTa  nothing  to  entertain 
him  with  but  the  London  Faeket,  my  only  Intelligenoer,  he  wlU  soon  I  fear  quit  Ua 
quartera.  If  therefore  yon  write  me  anytUng  that  you  wkh  him  not  to  see  (for  soma* 
thing  he  must  see  when  a  letter  comea  from  you),  write,  as  tha  Saeratariea  of  State  do« 
''moat  secret  "before  tha  paiagn^  What  la  only  prlrate  and  partledar  he  will  haf# 
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with  QewB  of  the  loss  of  Jerseyy  and  alanned  for  Gteneral  Coawwy, 
who  was  but  two  hours  in  town,  and  had  not  time  to  see  me,  and 
set  out  witih  a  broken  arm  not  quite  reooTered,  yet  I  mnst  eommnni- 
eate  the  sudden  transition  to  joy,  and  relief  firom  the  worst  part  of 
my  alarm.  The  troops  in  Jersey  made  a  stand,  gained  a  complete 
victory,  and  took  all  the  remaining  French  that  had  landed,  prisoners. 
Mr.  Conway,  I  conclude,  will  proceed,  and  thank  his  littte  anny, 
who,  without  detracting  from  their  merit,  certainly  owe  some  of  it 
to  his  discipline — well,  Madam, /g  retpire  1  These  rapid  revulsiaiis 
aire  a  little  too  much  f(nr  such  harassed  nenres  as  mine— but  you 
forbid  me<— and  I  am  silent 

I  received  two  packets  from  your  Ladyship  last  night,  and  at 
almost  any  other  moment  should  have  enjoyed  them.  I  can  now  go 
orer  them  again,  and  with  pleasure,  except  the  article  of  Miss 
Yemen.  Your  picture  of  her  is  very  alarmmg — ^I  tremble  for  your 
Ladyship,  and  for  her  brothers  and  sisters ! — but  alarms  of  every 
kind  will  be  the  lot  of  all  fliat  have  any  feeling  txx  some  time ;  and 
even  hearts  of  rock  will  groan  at  last,  for  gold  lies  in  the  hearts  of 
those  rocks,  and  is  as  sensitLve  as  the  most  shattered  nerves.  Nor 
will  ducal  coronets  or  portraits  of  Lord  and  Lady  Spencer  eemaole 
them,  if  the  mines  of  ore  and  diamonds  are  swept  away.  I  had  not 
heard  that  anecdote  of  Ounningham*  It  is  one  of  those  traits,  that 
whatever  is  said  of  comedy,  nay,  of  the  exaggeration  of  force,  would 
be  too  strong  for  the  stage.  The  bombast  passion  of  a  lover  in  a 
romance  might  be  carried  to  such  an  excess ;  but  a  governor  writing 
on  the  ruins  of  a  whole  island  levelled  by  the  most  fotal  of  all  hurri- 
canes, that  his  chief  misery  was  the  loss  of-— what  P — ^his  bracelets 
with  the  portraits  of  his  idols — ^who  would  dare  to  faring  such  a 
revolting  hyperbole  on  the  stageP 

Excuse  me.  Madam,  but  I  do  believe  there  is  a  great  flaw  in  my 
memory ;  I  cannot  recollect  what  you  allude  to  \ijpig^  Fray  tell 
me,  and,  which  you  have  not  done,  the  author  or  authoress  <^  the 
verses  on  the  Quipos.  The  explication  of  mine  is,  if  I  ciphered 
it  right,  je  wma  aime.  Perhaps  I  oug^  to  have  tdd  you  it  was 
FrencL 

a  right  of  peraainf.  T<m  see  I  hsTe  not  foigoi  thA  myikerieB  I  lesmod  iHmii  Onj 
put  me  (is  \kt  nid  wh«a  I  went  to  Lord  Holderaeaw'a)  apprentice  to  a  SeereUiy  ef 
State.  And  now,  haTinf  aoribUed  to  much  tbat  I  mmt  be  forced  to  pot  it  into  an 
enTdope,  I  eondnde  witli  deairing  and  beeeeching  that  I  maj  h»Te  yea  long*  becanae 
the  longer  that  I  hare  70a,  I  am  aare  I  ahall  be  the  mora  aorT7  to  pert  with  jmi;  bnt 
bed  I  loat  yon  many  yeara  ago,  aaaara  youaelf  my  Borrow  would  not  heTO  been  ea 
ttttie  aa  the  OecilfliB  Fairy.   Dijd.  W.  Miaos. 


ITtL]  TO  lUB  Hoiucn  HAinr. .  ^ 

Somebody  knocks,  I  must  finish ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  mako 
excuses  for  short  letters,  when  I  so  often  send  you  soch  long  ones. 
It  was  Mr.  Cambridge  to  ask  news  of  Jersey,  and  to  trompet  a 
yictory  of  Garleton  the  Lord  knows  where,  at  t'other  end  of  the 
world ;  I  neither  satisfied  his  cariosity,  nor  listened  to  his 
Gazette. 

P.S.  Mr.  Crawford  has  called  on  me,  too,  and  tells  me  Mr. 
James's  loss  will  be  but  about  16,000/.,  and  that  he  can  bear  it ; 
but  the  Storers  are  totally  undone,  and  so  Gteorge  Selwyn  says  too. 
I  pity  them  I  I  forgot  to  tell  your  Ladyship  fliat  I  met  Mrs. 
Montagu  f  other  night  at  a  visit.  She  said  she  had  been  alone  the 
whole  preceding  day,  quUe  hermeUcdUy  mUed — ^I  was  yery  glad 
she  was  uncorked,  or  I  might  haye  missed  that  piece  of  leaned 
nonsense! 


IWB.    TO  sot  HORACE  MAKK. 

BerieU^  Sfuan,  Jam.  9, 17S1. 

This  can  be  but  a  short  letter,  for  I  have  scarcely  time  to  write 
it ;  but  as  to-day's  papers  would  alarm  you,  and  cannot  cany  the 
relief  which  arrived  since  they  were  printed,  I  cannot  leave  you  for 
a  moment  under  anxiety — ^I  may  say,  for  me,  as  I  am  so  much  con- 
cerned. In  short,  advice  came  by  daybreak  yesterday,  that  two 
thousand  French  (magnified  to  above  four  thousand)  had  landed  on 
Saturday  last  in  Jersey,  had  seized  the  lieutenant-governor  in  his 
bed,  and  were  masters  of  the  island.  Orders  were  sent  to  Ports- 
moufli  to  send  what  force  could  be  had,  and  an  express  to  General 
Conway  to  bid  him  repair  thither.  He  came  to  town  on  wings  of 
winds,  and  never  pulled  them  off,  and  in  two  hours  was  on  the  road 
to  Portsmouth.  I  did  not  see  him,  for  he  never  wastes  an  instant 
on  such  occasions.  Judge  of  my  anxiety  1  It  was  for  more  than 
his  broken  arm.  Well,  at  noon  to-day  we  heard  that  the  troops  had 
rallied,  attacked  the  French,  gained  a  complete  victory,  pushed  four 
hundred  into  the  sea,  and  taken  twelve  hundred.  These  are  the 
troops  that  Mr.  Conway  himself  formed  last  year.  3b  hm  this  batQa 
IB  worth  the  day  at  Blenheim. 
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1»«.    TO  THI  OOUTTSSS  Of  0890BT. 

'ArkUt  Ssifort,  Jam.  K,  ITO. 

I  BBo  ire  may  oOTrespond  no  more  in  PeniTi&n,  Madam,  far  it 
vonld  take  lees  time  to  teaiA.  our  lettsn  to  lima  to  be  interpreted, 
Qua  to  decipher  Qaee  vords.  I  ratam  the  alphabet,  and  hnmbly 
hope  7011  had  forgotten  yonr  ABO,  tot  the  wrads  as  I  read  them 
are,  on  eotu  aimoni,  which  bo  good  a  grammarian  as  yoor  Ladyship 
oonld  not  have  written,  if  you  remembered  your  oolooia;  onlea^ 
which  is  mofih  more  probaUe,  I  hare  not  expounded  thorn  ri^tly, 
(or  I  oertainly  have  no  genins  for  so  brqpaded  a  langoage,  whioh  ii 
like  a  pieoeof  silk,  all  oonfiiBioi^  till  it  is  onfi^ded.  I  will  tell  yon 
what  is  of  more  impoiiano&  I  asked  the  Doohees  of  Bedford  t'other 
night  at  Frinoess  Amelia's  how  she  found  MisB  Yemon  P  "  Ob," 
said  she,  "  I  never  saw  her  look  so  pretty ;  the  jonmey  had  given 
her  a  charming  ooloor."  Dr.  Warren  was  with  her  three  times 
yestoday,  and  says,  "  if  she  does  not  go  to  three  aaaembliea  in  an 
erraiing,  she  will  be  reiy  w^"  .  Li  troth,  I  do  no^  mnoh  dependon 
this  aoooont ;  the  glow  might  be  heotio,  and  three  visits  in  one  day 
did  not  sound  wdl ;  and,  besides,  her  Ghraoe  is  apt  to  see  ereiything 
eoutew  de  reae,  still  I  think  your  own  tenderness  made  you  think  ha 
worse  than  she  may  be — ^I  hope  so. 

You  have  seen  Hr.  Fox's  otnnbat  with  highwaymen  in  the 
pf^wrs ;  at  first  I  ooDcluded  they  were  not  highwaymen,  but  High- 
landers, and  that  Measis.  Adam  and  Follerton  were  ambitions  of 
briber  preferment. 

I  know  nothing  &rth^  of  Jersey,  so  contrary  is  the  wind ;  nor 
anything  else,  bnt  that  Iiord  Carlisle  is  laid  up  with  the  gout. 

Your  Ladyship's  history  of  Mr.  Whitbread  the  brewer  and  his 
instdent  wealth,  oame  very  ipropot  to  what  thePrinoeas  said  f  other 
nig}it  She  was  talking  of.  the  crew  of  Lish  peers,  and  said  to  &b 
Booheaa  of  Bedford,  "  I  would  not  give  a  straw  to  be  a  peer  in  this 
ooontry — ^no,  give  me  a  good  brewhonse ;  t/iai  is  what  makes  one 
oonsiderable  We."  I  doubt,  if  we  brew  as  we  bake^  nothing  will 
make  us  oonsiderable  long  I 

May  not  I  aak,  Madam,  if  yon  do  not  be^  to  think  of  London  P 
Phftlt  not  Lady  A""<>  leam  of  Veatris,  while  yon  have  a  n^illJng 
left  P  Pray  let  her  be  fit  to  make  a  enitaey  like  a  Christian,  in 
case  the  French  should  laud.    You  wiU  really  keep  her  and  your- 
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self  in  {he  oountry  tQl  yoa  will  feel  for  your  Mends  that  are  undone 
by  hnrricanefiy  or  till  yon  lament  the  war  with  Holland,  though  you 
might  have  a  share  in  a  priTateer,  and  though  John  Si  John  has  a 
contract  for  furnishing  us  with  plaything-coaches,  that  are  neater 
than  the  Butch  ones^  and  as  cheap  as  Ur.  Atkinson's  rum.  Do  but 
oome  to  town,  and  yon  will  not  haye  a  &ar  or  a  care  left.  The 
serene  house  of  Brodenel  will  steep  your  senses  and  feelings  in  a 
deUcLOus  lethargy,  and  you  will  see  everything  through  an  eternal 
mist,  as  the  Scotch  do,  and  which  they  call  second  sight,  not  haying 
the  first  gift  of  sight,  which  is  to  see  things  as  fliey  are. 

I  was  much  diyerted  with  your  setting  Mrs.  Montagu  on  her 
head,  idiich  indeed  she  does  herself  without  flie  help  of  HJermes. 
She  18  one  of  my  principal  entertainmeniB  at  Mrs.  y^Bef^  who 
collects  all  the  graduates  and  candidates  for  fune,  where  they  yia 
with  one  another,  tQl  they  are  as  unintelligible  as  the  good  folks  at 
BabeL  I  am  again  interrupted — all  one's  letters,  one's  time,  one's 
occupations  are  cracked  by  alarms  I  Colonel  Conway  is  just  arrived ; 
his  uncle  and  he  were  overtaken,  nay,  sailed  in  a  tempest;  they  saw 
a  transport  with  sixty  poor  men  perish,  and  fear  the  cutter,  thai 
preceded  to  notify  their  arriving  to  Jersey,  is  lost  'The Emerald' 
was  tossed  for  two  days  and  nights,  and  General  Conway's  broken 
arm  was  hurt;  Captain  MarRhal,  a  stout  sailor,  gaye  them  up,  the 
sailors  were  lashed,  or  could  not  stand  to  their  work ;  the  wind 
changed  providentially,  or  they  were  lost  on  the  rooks,  and 
carried  them  to  Plymouth,  where  the  Conways  landed :  Colonel 
Conway  found  his  wife  miscarrying.  Oh  I  I  could  fill  my  paper  with 
distresses;  but  the  Parliament  will  meet  in  two  or  three  days,  and 
yote  that  we  are  all  felicity  and  glory  I  General  Conway  is  stopped  at 
Park-place  to  cure  his  bruises,  as  his  island  is  safe-— I  have  not  time 
to  say  more. 

Colonel  Conway  was  with  me  an  hour  this  morning;  and  has  given 
me  such  an  account  of  their  yoyage  as  makee  me  shudder;  and 
I  have  since  receiyed  a  note  from  Lady  Aylesbury,  to  tell  me  her 
husband  is  in  bed  with  the  rheumatism  and  fiirfague,  but  I  fear  with 
his  arm,  for  his  n^hew  says  it  was  yeiy  painful  to  him,  though 
neither  the  pain  nor  their  peril  made  the  smallest  impression  on  his 
calmness,  which  astonished  eyoi  his  nephew,  who  knows  him. 
Thank  God  he  is  aliye!  It  is  a  time  to  feel  any  Uesnng  to  oneself 
wben  so  many  are  in  anguish  I 

vofc  vn.  ft  E 
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IWr.  TO  BIB  HORACK  MANN. 

Berhdqf  Sgmmrt,  Jam.  18»  17n. 

I  HAVB  reoeived  your  aeoond  letter  about  the  Gountesi  of 
Albany,  and  her  retreat  to  Borne— or  rather  her  imprisonment 
there.  Are  they  Jews  enough,  if  the  Goimt  should  die,  to  nn- 
oanonise  the  Cardinal,  and  make  him  raise  np  issue  to  his  brother, 
whioh  the  brother  oould  not  do  for  himself  P 

I  told  you  last  week  of  the  loss  and  reoorery  of  Jersey.  General 
Conway,  without  losing  a  seoond,  embarked  at  Portsmouth  in  flie 
heat  of  suoh  a  storm,  that  a  transport  with  sixty  men  was  lost  as  he 
sailed,  and  the  cutter  that  preceded,  to  notify  his  ooming,  has  not 
been  heard  of  since  I  He  was  tempested  about  for  two  whole  days 
and  nights,  in  such  danger  iliat  the  captain  of  the  frigate  despaired. 
Though  it  was  a  disappointment  and  vexation,  for  iliey  knew 
nothing  of  the  safety  of  the  island*  it  was  fortunate  that  they  could 
not  get  out  of  the  Channel,  or  they  had  probably  been  lost  I  Wifli 
great  difficulty  they  got  into  Plymouth,  where  fliey  leamt  the  good 
news  from  the  French  themselves,  who  had  been  made  prisoners  in 
Jersey*  Mr.  Conway  arrived  at  Park-place  on  Sunday  last,  but 
was  forced  to  take  to  his  bed,  where  he  remained  till  yesterday, 
when  he  rose  for  a  few  hours.  He  had  caught  a  cold,  rheumatism 
all  over,  and  a  fover :  what  was  worse,  and  perhaps  the  cause  of  his 
fever,  a  good-natured  sailor,  seeing  him  awkward  at  getting  up  the 
ladder  into  the  frigate,  and  not  knowing,  or  not  considering,  that  he 
had  a  broken  arm,  gave  it  such  a  kind  tug,  that  he  almost  broke  it 
agttn.  In  that  pain  of  body  and  mind  he  retained  all  his  patience 
and  tranquillity,  and  astonished  even  his  own  nephew,  Cdond 
Conway,*  who  knows  him,  and  who  repeated  it  to  me  with  as  mudi 
admiration  as  if  he  had  never  seen  him  before.  I  flatter  myself  that 
he  will  be  able  to  come  to  town  on  Monday. 

This  is  a  most  interesting  chapter  to  me,  and,  as  such,  I  peihaps 
have  dwelt  on  it  too  long.  But  it  intercepts  nothing  else.  Not  an 
event  has  happened,  nor  an  account  arrived  of  any,  since  I  wrote 
last  week.  Tuesday  the  Parliamentary  campaign  wiU  open  again. 
I  know  full  as  little  of  what  are  to  be  its  objects.  Sir  Joseph  Yorke, 
not  being  returned,  makes  the  conjeoturers  imagine  the  reconciliation 

*  Bob6r^  tUid  Mm  of  l^aadi^  liri  of  HflrtiNrd.--WAUOUL 
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wifli  HollaiMl  18  not  desperate.  Tkej  say,  too,  that  the  Dutch  hare 
not  yet  iflsned  letters  of  nuuqne;  bat  on  those  matters  I  talk  quite 
in  the  dark,  and  with  the  ynlgar.  I  hold  to  the  world  but  by  few 
threads ;  and,  when  an  old  man  takes  no  pains  to  keep  up  the  oon- 
neotiony  the  world  is  not  at  all  solioitons  to  preserre  it.  Your  nephew, 
I  oondude,  win  soon  be  in  town,  and  will  be  more  copious  than  I  am. 

It  is  not  that  I  have  less  inclination  than  ever  te  be  your 
joumaUsty  but  I  now  lire  in  so  confined  a  cirde,  that  common 
occurrences  rarely  arriye  to  me  till  they  hare  been  in  all  the  news- 
papers—and, to  giro  those  historians  their  due,  nothing  comes  amiss 
to  them;  and,  lest  they  should  defraud  their  customers,  they  keep  open 
shop  for  everything,  true  or  fidse,  or  scandalous,  or  ever  so  priyate,  or 
ever  so  little  relatiye  to  the  public  Ancient  annalists  thought  no- 
body game  below  a  monarch,  or  a  general,  or  ahigh-priest  Modem 
intelligencers  have  no  mercy  on  posterity ;  and,  not  considering  how 
enormous  the  lack  of  events  is  grown,  contribute  all  in  their  poww 
to  store  the  world  with  the  history  of  everybody  in  ii  In  truth, 
this  duty  has  become  so  extensive,  that  it  has  totally  given  exclusion 
here  to  all  the  rest  of  the  earth  where  we  are  not  concerned. 

We  know  no  more  of  what  passes  in  Europe  than  in  Africa.  To 
make  amends,  America  and  Asia  are  folly  discussed.  Atthismoment, 
I  might,  if  I  pleased,  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  King  ox 
Tanjore  and  all  his  afiGEurs ;  not  quite  upon  his  own  account,  but 
because  there  is  a  contest  at  the  India  House  about  one  Mr. 
Benfield;  who,  by  the  way,  is  believed  to  be  agent  for  the  nabob  of 
Aroot,  and  to  have  retained  nine  members  of  Parliament  in  the 
interest  of  that  petty  soyereign — ficandal,  to  be  sure  I  And  perhaps 
you  think  I  am  talking  to  you^  out  of  the  'Mogul  Tales; '  but 
I  have  long  told  you  that  you  have-— can  have — ^no  idea  of  your  own 
countxy.  Well :  look  into  the  Boman  History  just  before  the  fall  of 
the  Republic ;  you  will  find  orations  for  Eing  Deiotarus,  and  of 
proconsuls  pensioned  by  tributary  sovereigns.  In  short,  you  will  see 
how  spleniUd  and  vile  the  nuns  were  of  a  great  empire  I 

FA,  Tnd, 

It  is  said  that  more  than  one  surly  rescript  has  been  received 
from  Russia,  with  whom  we  look  to  have  war.  The  Parliament  is 
most  courtly :  yesterday,  indeed,  there  were  an  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  for  a  censure  on  the  preferment  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  to 
Greenwich  Hospital,  but  above  two  hundred  admired  the  choice. 


000  HORACK  WALPOIiBB  LBTTKBa  QTSL 

On  Monday  is  to  begin  the  trial  of  Lord  Geoiige  Goidaa,  wUeh 
will  at  least  ooonpy  eyerybody  for  some  days.  I  should  be  inclined 
to  leave  that  sabjeot  to  yonr  nephew,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
is  in  town;  at  least  I  hare  not  seen  him,  nor  heard  his  name  this 
winter. 

The  East  Indian  fleet,  of  Tsst  valne,  is  sab  anired  in  Ireland. 
Sir  Thomas  Bumbold  is  on  board  it,  and  his  co&is  is  estimated  at  a 
million.  I  do  not  wonder  that  a  nabob  esn  aflEbrd  to  bay  a  gang  of 
members  of  Parliameni 


IMS.    LOBD  HSBTFOBD  TO  HOBA01  WALPOL&t 
Di4a  Hour,  Orotvmiar  Strmtg  SSnl  Jamuary,  17SL 

Thb  extreme  badness  of  &id  day  may  prevent  my  calling  upon 
yoxL  I  therefore  send  yon  a  very  disagreeable  packet  I  reoeived 
last  night  from  my  brother.  I  shall  write  to-day,  and  entreat  him 
not  to  allow  suoh  a  oorrespondent  as  Lord  Hillsborongh  to  affect  his 
feeUngs,  and  bring  him  to  town  before  he  can  retain  wiQi  safety,  for 
which  the  present  weather  does  not  seem  calenlated. 

Yooisever, 

HxKnoBn. 

*  Now  Sni  pabliflhed.  The  endoenrei^  relating  m  ituij  do  to  Walpole'i  omnI 
intlmiiteftifliid  and  rotation,  will  be  read  with  intereat : 

[Prwaie.] 

lABD  WtUMBOrnvm^  «P  MB.  OOVWAT. 

Sib,  SL  Jame^§,  IM  Jim.,  1781. 

I  HATB  received  the  dvour  of  your  piiTate  letter,  dated  from  Paik-plaee,  17th 
Inatant,  and  am  eztremelj  aony  yov  iatentiooa  it  eoming  to  town  have  been 
prerented  bj  ao  itiiagreeahle  a  eaaae.  The  King  la  ynrj  ihr  from  widilag  jon  to 
remoTO  from  Paik-plaoe  a  minvte  aooner  than  joa  can  do  it  with  perfbot  mftty ;  and 
I  am  directed  b j  hia  Mi^Jeitj  to  aend  70a  a  futher  leave  of  abeenee  from  jma 
foremment  on  aoeoint  of  the  state  ol  yonr  heallhi  aa  otherwiae  the  eirenmataneea  ef 
that  itland  might  seem  to  reqnize  jonr  attendance.  My  letter  for  that  purpoae  goea 
to  yon  by  this  post  If  yon  will  favonr  me  with  the  aoconnts  yon  have  reoelred 
relatlTe  to  the  lateaAtir  at  Jmey,  I  win  have  the  hononr  to  ky  them  beCMo  the 
King.  Permit  me  to  aanire  yon  that  it  will  give  me  great  pleaaune  to  hear  of  yonr 
perfect  reooreiy. 

IhafOy&e. 

HiusBoaoooa. 

LOW  BUJSBOBOVOH  10  VB.  OOVWAT. 

Bn,  SL  Jarns^B,  ISA  Jam.,  1781. 

Taa  King  being  infonned  of  the  preaeat  IH  atata  of  yonr  health,  la  gndoaaly 
pleased  to  continue  yonr  leave  of  abaenoe  from  yonr  government;  and,  having  directed 
Lleatenant-Govemor  Ooibet  to  repair  forthwith  to  London,  in  order  to  eiqilain  aome 
parte  of  hia  oondoct^  haa  been  pkased  to  gmat  a  oommlaiion  to  CMonel  Geofge  fi^^ 
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19MI    TO  THB  OOUimSS  OF  0S80BT. 

JBbMef  Sjvate,  Jatk  Sli»  1781. 

Ybu  know  I  iifif?er  protend  to  eontiniie  my  gaEette,  MaAam,  when 


Lord  Ossoiy  is  in  town.    I  can  only  send  the  dried  skin  of  news, 

of  th«  8M  Foot^  to  aei  M  Ltonftaiuuii-GoTcnior  darling  yow  abteiiM  and  thai  of 
liMtanant^GoToimor  Goibtt 

Ihaiftfte^ 

HniiBoaovoB. 


OOIWAT  fO  fHB  MAXL  Of  BXLUBOIOUOB* 

2lH  Jan^  1781. 

I  BMBTiDlliA  UaTOof  alMonoairbkb  joor  Lotdahip  toUamehiilC^flily  waiploaaed 
to  order  daring  ilte  oonUnnanee  of  my  iUnMa,  which  I  therefore  proanmo lam  raUier  to 
look  upon  ae  a  fiimial  order  to  repair  to  my  government  ae  aoon  aa  my  health  permits ; 
fwv  thoBi^  yoar  Lorddiip  ie  pleaeed  to  eall  it  a  ftirther  leave  of  ahaenoe,  I  never  was 
befoie  honoured  with  any  leave  of  ahaenee  in  finrn,  nor,aa  I  imagine,  any  governor  of 
either  of  the  iaianda  for  many  years  paat ;  and,  I  moat  confeaa,  I  waa  ao  oonsdona 
that  the  dighteat  hint  of  hia  M^jeaty'a  pleaaore  waa  eni&cient  at  any  time  to  make 
me  aei  ont  at  n  moaunt'a  warning,  aa  the  novelty  of  thia  form  atmek  me  with  aome 
^>prehenaion  that  I  might  1^  aome  meana  inadvertently  have  Incorred  hia  Hijeaty'a 
diapleaanre  on  thia  oeoaaion.  I  mnat^  therefore^  beg,  in  n  few  worda,  to  trouble  your 
Lordahip  with  an  explanation  of  my  eondnct 

When  I  had  the  honour  of  aeeing  your  Lordahip  in  London  before  my  departure, 
yon  were  pleaaed  to  tell  me  that  tiboiii^  the  deapateh  I  had  received  eontidned  an 
aoeount  of  an  aetoal  invaaion  of  the  ialand,  it  waa  not  thon^t  neoeaaary  to  give  me 
even  a  hint  that  it  waa  hia  Mj^eat/a  pleasure  that  I  ahould  repair  there.  I  believe  I 
need  aot»  however,  explain  to  your  Lord^p  that  I  did  not  loae  a  moment'a  time  in 
making  my  ntaoat  for  that  purpoee.  The  weath«  baffled  thoae  attempta,  afi  your 
Lordahip  knows.  Had  it  been  poaaible  to  make  the  port  of  Dartmouth,  which  we 
attempted*  my  purpoee  waa  to  have  gone  immediately  from  thence  hj  land  to 
Portamonti^  in  order  to  embaik  on  board  the  lint  ahip  that  might  be  ready  to  carry 
me  to  Jenvj,  I  had  the  same  intention,  even  when  we  were  driven  into  Plymouth, 
as  the  teesMsa  and  obatlnaay  ef  the  easterly  wind  which  then  blew  eeemed,  tn  the 
opinion  of  the  sailors,  not  to  leave  the  swallest  prospect  of  reaching  the  island  from 
any  western  port ;  but  meeting  at  Plymouth  the  officer  who  brought  over  the  French 
prisoners,  from  whom  and  othera  I  had  so  distinct  and  certain  an  account  of  the  total 
defeat  of  the  French  weak  and  ill-conducted  expedition,  I  then  changed  my  mind, 
and  thought  it  would  be  mudi  more  for  Ida  M^jeaty'a  aervice  that  I  ^ould  have  the 
honour  of  attending  him  to  receive  Ida  eommanda  in  England;  and  to  give  my  beat 
intelligence  and  aasistance  in  regard  to  aeveral  matters  of  importance,  which  I  foresaw 
would  stand  in  need  of  immediate  settlement,  relative  to  my  government,  and  which 
I  thou^t,  from  the  distance  and  difficulty  of  communication  with  that  iaUnd, 
particularly  at  this  season  of  the  year,  might  be  more  easily  settled  in  a  week  or 
fortnight  hoe,  than  in  several  months'  residence  in  the  island.  If  in  this  I  have 
erred,  I  am  hcarti^  to  bog  Ids  M%|esty's  pardon ;  and  the  moment  my  health  permits 
shall  be  ready  to  receive  Us  IC^esty's  command^  in  any  shape  whidi  shall  be  most 
pleasing  to  1dm. 

MB.  ocxwAT  10  Loan  anTfoan. 

Ihua  Bionaa»  Plorib  Place,  21M  Jan.,  1781. 

Tan  la  my  tot  attonpt  to  write  with  my  own  head.    I  eaa't  tell  how  I  shall 
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and  lie  can  give  yon  the  marrow.    He  ma  so  good  as  to  sit  witli  me 
tro  hooTB  yesterday  morning. 

I  certainly  do  lore,  and  have  for  forty  years  loved  Oeneral  Conway 
as  my  dearest  friend,  and  consequently  am  very  uneasy  abont  him. 

•noMcd ;  I  am  (tin  tm;  v«k,  uid  hobbls  Mdl^sbottt  m;  raom,  thoagt  017  rliaaaatia 
pkioji  bare  in  1,  mMuier  laft  ma.  Mid  there  en  bat  emell  nmatiu  of  nij  ferer. 

It  U  DOW  tnmed  oat  h  I  aip»«l«d :  I  h^re,  from  the  Ent,  thought  Uut  than  wm 
Bomething  wrong  ti  bottom.  I  had  not  trom  Laid  HiUiborongh  the  amallaM  ward 
oTapprbbatiiw.  or  thaaka,  eo  my  ratnin,  whan  I  aq^nod  t*  torn  Uw  elate  ot  1117 
Imlth  from  beniNt  I  reoeiTod  from  him  in  Tetnm  the  sold  fiwmal  lettlr  (o^j  of 
which  I  mdoaa),  accompanied  with  a  formal  leave  <^aitence.  on  acoonntof  m;  healUi, 
whteh  hla  Lordihip  tiylttii  further  have  ^  abte»ee,  though  noleaTo  of  abaeneedld 
actnall;  txlat,  nor  hare  I,  nor  an  j  other  goremor  ot  dthei  i*Iand,  I  appr^end  for  LhON 
Sftj  ;eai^  had  anj  lama  qfabtena  at  all,  eroept  when  hating  rolonlarilj  gone  otbt 
to  the  Wand. 

I  ban  Mqwtinted  Ue  Hi^eetf  whh  my  Inteatioa  to  retom,  and  ^ad  hta  ^>pn- 
batlon,  to  that  it  li  impeaeible  (0  kok  npon  thU  ^panM  learn  vf  attme^  ia 
Bj  droonutanoea,  otfaerwiae  than  aa  an  order  to  repair  to  Jeiaaj  the  moMetit  mj 
hwlth  permita.  TTie  moat  nnhjndand  djitrewhi  of  orden  I  aa  it  lotjeete  nj  eondaet 
in  the  exeeatioQ  to  the  eenaara  of  anybody  who  maj  be  indined  to  eomment  apoa  It, 
ezclndT*  of  what  relalei  t«  my  own  tteUnga.  I  look  npon  tUa  nnneceMaiy  and 
oataotstloni  leare  of  abaence  ai,  In  eflbct,  meant  to  dertroy  all  idea  of  eonfldtBca  In 
me,  to  cancel  any  merit  I  may  hare  pretended  to  for  m;  care  and  aaddaity  In  that 
goremment,  and  to  let  me  In  the  light  of  a  pereon  wanting  the  ipu  and  gead  of 
Govemneal  to  k»p  me  to  my  dnty.  Snch  are  the  arte  by  which  oor  preeeai 
Goremment  delight  to  eninare  and  keep  in  ealijeoUon  thoee  who  lerTe  them,  tf  I 
do  not  repair  to  Jeney  the  moment  I  am  able  to  itir  oat,  If  I  an  ae«n  ia  the  atrcet, 
at  ea«it,  or  in  the  Honae  of  Common*,  they  may  uy,  wliy  ti  he  not  atUagoren- 
mentl  Hi>  Itav  qf  ai«ew<  k  limited  by  the  dnraUon  irf  bb  ilfaieaB.  Bo  that  I 
eeem  from  henceforth  to  t>e  conildered  In  the  light  of  a  reeideoUaiy  gerenter,  or 
o^er  officer  of  Inhrior  rank,  wanting  leaTee  of  abaence  like  a  eoloiid  and  HaQtenant- 
eolonei  ot  the  ganiion.  In  thli  attnatlon  yon  aee,  my  dear  brother,  that  hla  LordaUp 
haa  contrlTod  to  tet  me  agreeably  on  a  H«t  of  thonii,  eren  on  the  moment  of  mj 
lllneaa,  aa  a  return  Itar  the  aaaldnity  I  may  on  fmner  oeeaalona,  or  on  tha  pnaaat, 
ban  ahown  In  doing  my  dnty.  In  thia  light,  therefore,  I  hope  yon  will  not  think  1 
ban  a^d  too  tnoeh  to  bb  Lordahip  in  my  letter,  bdng  eonoelTed  In  terma,  I  hope  yoa 
wllljodge,  ndther  diireepeothl  nor  peerlib.  Ton  eee  I  waa  not  able  to  edatlnae  to 
the  and  with  my  own  hand,  whidi  I  really  fonnd  too  tttignlng ;  bvt  hope  that,  aa 
toon  a*  the  little  rem^na  of  my  finer  are  eonqnered,  I  ihall  gather  atnngth  bat. 
I  to,  my  dear  brother, 

Ya»*  aSeeUonalety, 


Un.  CoawAT  ia  writing  to  yon  at  tbia  pnaeat  minnte,  modi  ag^nat  my  good  will 
and  advice ;  bnt  he  ii  too  mnch  hoit  with  that  \iatal  letter  of  Lord  BlUaborongh  (o 
be  qniet  till  ha  giTW  yon  an  aooonot  of  it.  I  cannot  aipma  the  anxiety  and 
indignation  I  feel  at  finding  him  *o  nngrateftilty  treated,  after  all  he  haa  dona  and 
nffered  for  hie  do^.  I  need  not  recapltnlata  it  to  jou ;  yet  I  cannot  help  repeating 
hi*  having  paaaed  fonr  monthi  in  Jeney  in  '81  [qoery],  and  •eren  moDtbi  latt  year; 
and  new-modelUog  all  thing*  with  aneh  anooeae  in  the  ialand,  M  1«  ban  had  lb* 
approbation  and  thank*  of  U*  Mqe*ty.    On  Uii*  aeeaiion  yon  know  he  rather  flew 
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He  18  extremely  out  of  order  still ;  and  had  I  not  been  deceiyed 
about  him  on  his  letomy  and  if  I  did  not  every  day  expect  him  to 
be  brought  to  town,  I  ahould  have  gone  to  him.  I  am  now  waiting 
fcr  the  post,  whioh  I  hope  will  bring  me  a  more  satisfiaotory 
aooonni 

My  gaming  loases,  Madam,  have  been  trifling,  and  my  luck,  as 
usual,  flnetuating^  so  as  to  make  very  little  difference.  Still  I  do  not 
decline  the  purse,  which  I  shall  yalue,  though  it  should  not  hare  an 
enriching  yirtue. 

I  hare  seen  Y estris,  and  remain  in  my  senses. 


SOOO.    TO  THI  BBT.  WILLIAJC  MASON. 

BsiM^  Squart,  Jan.  S7, 1781. 

Wb  shall  certainly  have  no  difference  about  the  Yorkshire  Address 
or  directions.  It  would  be  very  idle  to  enter  into  an  altercation 
about  the  mode  of  wrapping  up  a  medicine,  which  the  patient  never 
intends  to  swallow.  It  is  true,  I  think  the  disease  cannot  dislike  the 
prescription,  for  it  finds  more  firalt  with  half  of  the  doctors,  than 
with  the  distemper,  but  I  look  on  the  case  as  desperate ;  unless,  as 
has  been  known  to  happen,  poverty  and  fasting  should  root  out  the 
scurvy,  when  neither  tiie  College  nor  quacks  could  make  any 

Ihaa  tiftTelled ;  and,  al  tlie  peril  €ihh  life,  attempted  to  get  to  Jen^,— for  whieh  he 
hu  been  laid  vp  irith  a  MTera  illneiiy  which  would  hare  proTod  a  dangerooi  one^ 
had  it  not  been  taken  in  time;  and  now,  but  besinning  to  recover,  and  Jnst  getting 
from  Ua  bed.  Lord  H.  intimates  that  he  ia  loitering  hii  time  awaj,  whilst  he  ahoold 
be  upon  hii  dntj,  and  making  it  a  frronr  that  the  King  gires  him  leave  of  abeenee^ 
which  nerer  was  thought  neoessary  to  be  given  to  a  goTemor  before,  and  only  to 
officers  of  inferior  rank.  I  must  complain  to  you  to  unburthen  myself,  though  Mr. 
Conway  will  himself  I  am  sure,  ezplidn  the  whole  affair.  I  am  miserable,  too,  that 
musing  orer  these  things  should  aflbct  his  health,  and  retard  his  recorery, — ^nay, 
rather  I  am  sure  it  will,  for  he  slept  less  last  night,  and  seems  weaker.  Mr.  Mappleton, 
howerer,  is  reiy  well  satisfied  with  his  amendment^  and  all  he  finds  fault  with  is, 
that  his  pulse  beats  two  strokes  more  than  it  usually  does  in  a  minute,  which  makes 
him  apprehend  the  ferer  is  not  quite  off,  and  his  baTing  a  little  oough ;  for  as  to  the 
rheumatinn,  it  is  rery  much  diminished  indeed,  and  I  should  hope  the  feyer  also 
▼ery  inconsideraUe,  as,  after  he  eat  his  chicken  yesterday,  he  was  neither  hot,  nor 
his  fkee  flushed. 

I  find  myself  in  an  error,  for  I  thought  Mr.  Conway  was  writing  to  you  whilst  he 
was  writing  to  Lord  Hertlbrd,  to  whom  he  begs  you  would  go,  to  see  Lord 
Hillsborou^'s  letter,  with  his  answer,  Ac.  By  my  persuasion,  and  finding  writing 
fiUigues  him,  he  will  not  write  to  you  to-day.  It  will  please  you  to  hear  Mr.  Conway 
ia  to  try  a  few  grains  of  Jamea'a  Powder  to-ni^t 

I  am  affectionately  yonra, 

C.  A. 
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xmpreBaon,  tnd  we  an  likely  to  experience  Ivbettier  fiutmg  eas 
expel  the  kind  of  derils  bj  n^cb  we  have  been  Tinted.  Indeed  I 
kaye  many  reasons  for  not  diepnting  with  yon,  I  hate  disputes.  I 
have  mudb  higher  opinion  too  of  yonr  abilities  iiian.  of  my  own ; 
and  I  suspect  my  own  prejudices,  and  I  know  that  persons  who 
dispute,  tliough  with  their  friends,  grow  more  angry  witti  those  they 
are  angry  with  last,  than  with  their  enemies ;  as  I  see  has  happened 
to  your  York  Association,  which  has  wandered  from  the  national 
cause  to  a  county  quarrel ;  and  my  last  reason  is  that  I  despair.  L 
think  this  country  rained :  what  may  be  saved  from  tlie  gaetal 
wreck,  I  do  not  Imow,  perhaps  shall  not  see.  Mr.  Hartley's  system, 
had  it  been  adopted,  was  in  my  eyes  the  best  to  haye  been  pursued, 
I  mean,  all  possible  efforts  to  put  an  end  to  the  American  War.  He 
has  proyed  that  the  continuation  is  positiye  destruction,  any  piddling 
may  amuse,  or  turn  attention  aside,  but  in  this  age  of  the  worid  to 
arm  a  stripling  with  a  sling  and  a  pebble  will  not  fell  a  giant ;  but 
why  be  metaphoric  P  rain  comes  on  with  strides.  Russia  has  sent  us 
a  thundering  monitory :  and  probably  we  shall  soon  be  at  war  with 
the  whole  Armed  Neutrality,  which,  like  idiois,  we  imagined  meant 
no  more  than  neutral  armament ;  well,  I  shaU  not  be  yery  sorry  if 
all  Europe  oombined  oompels  us  to  make  peace.  I  long  to  be  able 
to  die  in  quiet :  we  shall  be  but  a  little  brow-beaten  island,  and  as 
that  is  not  the  England  in  which  I  was  born,  I  must  be  excused  if  I 
do  not  care  about  it. 

I  haye  been  and  am  still  yery  unhappy  about  General  Conway. 
With  abroken  arm  he  embarked  in  a  storm  for  Jersey  at  amoment'e 
warning.  He  could  not  mount  the  ladder  of  the  frigate ;  a  sailor 
gaye  him  a  tug  and  wrenched  that  very  aim.  For  two  days  and 
nights  he  was  tossed  in  a  furious  tempest,  could  not  reach  his  island, 
and  at  last  was  thrown  on  Plymouth.  He  returned  quite  lame  again, 
with  a  fever  from  pain  and  a  violent  rheumatism  from  cold,  and  has 
kept  his  bed  almost  ever  since.  His  last  year's  speech  has  just  been 
published.  Woodfall  sent  him  word  that  he  had  notes  of  it  and  was 
going  to  print  it,  on  which  Mr.  Conway  thought  it  better  to  give  him 
his  own  notes.  I  like  much  of  it,  though  he  and  I  do  not  agree  in 
his  sentiments  about  the  recovery  of  America :  for  though  I  do  not 
love  to  dispute,  eq[)ecially  with  my  best  friends,  I  cannot  give  up  my 
opinions,  if  they  are  my  opinions ;  but  then  I  do  not  maintain  that 
I  must  be  in  the  right,  except  in  judging  for  myself,  and  that  leave 
which  I  take,  I  should  be  very  absurd,  nay,  very  impertinent,  if  I 
did  not  allow,  but  alas !  he  and  you  and  I  might  as  well  be  disputing 
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dxyot  {he  time  of  keeping  Easter :  I  most  {^adlj  torn  away  bom 
polities  to  other  matters. 

Mr.  GKl{nn  has  sent  me  his  book  and  dedication.  Ifhank  yon  fiir 
the  latter  being  so  moderate,  yet  he  talks  of  my  reseaiehes,  whidh 
makes  me  smile ;  I  know,  as  Gray  wonld  hare  said,  how  Kttle  I  haya 
researehedf  and  what  slender  pretensions  are  mine  to  so  pompons  a 
term.  A-prqpas  to  Gray,  'Johnson's  I^e,'  or  rather  oriticism  on  his 
Odes,  is  come  out ;  a  most  wretched,  dull,  tasteless,  verbal  oriticism, 
*-yet,  timid  too.  Bnt  he  makes  amends,  he  admires  Thomson  and 
Akenside,  and  Sir  Richard  Blackmore,  and  has  reprinted  Dennis's 
'  Criticism  on  Oato,'  to  save  time  and  swell  his  pay.  In  short,  as 
nsoal,  he  has  prored  that  he  has  no  more  ear  than  taste.  Mrs. 
Montagu  and  all  her  MsBnadea  intend  to  tear  him  limb  from  limb 
for  despising  their  moppet  Lord  Lyttelton. 

You  will  be  diverted  to  hear  that  Mr.  Gibbon  has  qoarrelled  with 
me.  He  lent  me  his  second  yolmne  in  the  middle  of  Noyember.  I 
retomed  it  with  a  most  dvil  panegyric  He  came  for  more  incense, 
I  gave  it,  bat  alas  I  with  too  mnoh  sincerity;  I  added,  ''Mr.  Gibbon, 
I  am  sorry  ffou  should  haye  pitched  on  so  disgosting  a  subject  as  the 
Constantinopolitan  History.  There  is  so  much  of  the  Arians  and 
Eonomians,  and  semi-Pelagians ;  and  there  is  such  a  strange  contrast 
between  Boman  and  Gothic  manners,  and  so  little  harmony  between 
a  Consul  Sabinus  and  a  Ricimer,  Duke  of  the  palace,  that  though 
you  haye  written  the  story  as  well  as  it  could  be  written,  I  fear  few 
will  haye  patience  to  read  ii"  He  coloured ;  all  his  round  features 
squeezed  themselyes  into  sharp  angles ;  he  screwed  up  his  button- 
mouth,  and  rapping  his  snuff-box,*  said,  **  It  had  neyer  been  put 
together  before" — so  icett  he  meant  to  add — but  gulped ii  He 
meaniso  1000  certainly,  for  Tillemont,  whom  he  quotes  in  every  page, 
has  done  the  very  thing.  Well,  from  that  hour  to  this  I  have  never 
seen  him,  though  he  used  to  call  once  or  twice  a  week;  nor  has  sent 
me  the  third  volume,  as  he  promised.  I  well  knew  his  vanity,  even 
about  his  ridiculous  face  and  person,  but  thought  he  had  too  much 
sense  to  avow  it  so  palpably.  The  *  History  *  is  admirably  written, 
especially  in  the  characters  of  JuUan  and  Athanasius,  in  both  which 
he  has  piqued  himself  on  impartiality — ^but  the  style  is  &r  less 

>  Boon  M  to  Brooki*8  thenee  thj  IboUtepi  bend. 
What  graiiUaiioiis  thy  approach  attend  f 
See  Gibbon  rap  his  box ;  antpidona  lign, 
rhai  oiaide  eompliment  and  wit  combine. 

R  lickeU^Fox  to  Taunuhend,  l780.^Cuiivi«aBAM. 
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wdnloaslj  wiamdM  than  the  first  Tolnme^  and  there  is  flattery  to 
the  Soots  iliat  would  ohoke  anything  bat  Soots,  who  ean  gobble 
feathers  as  readily  as  thistles.  David  Hmne  and  Adam  Smith  are 
hgi»lahr$  and  sages,  but  the  homage  is  intended  for  his  patran^  Lord 
Longhborong^' 

So  much  for  literature  and  its  fops  I  ezoept  what  interests  me  a 
thonsand  times  more,  and  whidi  I  kept  for  the  boime  bauehe,  yoor 
'Fresnoy'  and  4th  'Garden;'  I  shall  oertainly  ask  for  the  former  ilie 
instant  I  return  (for  I  go  to-morrow  to  Park-plaoe,  to  see  Mr. 
Conway,  who  cannot  yet  get  to  town),  but  not  to  interfere  a  moment 
with  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds,  who  will  execute  his  task  so  welL  I  long 
too  for  the  '  Gbrden  * — ^I  beg  to  recommend  a  note  to  you ;  last  year 
a  man  at  Tumham  Green  fixed  up  a  board  with  this  notice — Beadf 
made  Temples  $oU  here.  I  would  put  over  the  convocation,  Beadj^ 
made  PrieeU  9old  here.  The  Tumhamite  now  sells  only  cuxiides  and 
whiskyB. 

If  my  Gazette  is  long^  remember  yon  ordered  me  to  amuse  Mr. 
Palgrave.  I  am  glad  yon  have  him,  and  will  do  anything  I  can  to 
fix  him  with  yon ;  pray  assure  him  how  mnch  I  am  his.  I  can  say 
no  more,  for  I  have  not  left  half  room  to  thank  yon  for  your  veiy 
kind  promise  of  coming  to  me  in  the  spring.  It  amply  oompensates 
my  disqppouitment  of  seeing  yon  here ;  here  I  only  get  a  snatch  of 
you  for  an  instant ;  no  where  I  have  enough  of  yoxL  And  whidi  I 
lament  more,  for  I  am  not  selfish,  the  World  has  not  enougih  of  you 
^ron  know  what  I  mean. 


SOOl.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Berkdey  Square,  Jan.  81,  of  tdghi,  1781. 

It  is  not  to  save  myself,  I  assure  your  Ladyship,  that  I  decline 
writing  when  Lord  Ossory  is  in  town.  I  do  write  when  he  is  not, 
because  I  am  aware  that  any  intelligence,  that  is  not  quite  bad,  and 
that  takes  care  not  to  be  false,  is  acceptable  in  the  country.  Bnt 
when  our  Lord  is  here,  and  hears  all  that  passes  in  Parliament,  and 
at  Brooks's,  how  chilled  must  soimd  the  little  that  I  leam  in  my 
own  room,  or  in  the  small  circle  to  which  my  acquaintance  is 

*  Gibbon'B  letter  to  Lord  Loughborough  on  hii  being  made  Loid  High  ChaneeDor 
k  printed  for  the  fint  time  in  Lord  Campbell's  '  Life  of  Lord  Longhboroni^'  Lord 
Shei&eld  wae  unable  to  obtain  Lord  Loughborough's  pennission  to  print  it. — 
CovviiroHAM. 
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reduoedy  or  to  which  I  have  reduced  it  I  I  go  little  into  the  fiushion- 
ahle  world,  and  less  among  politicians  of  either  side ;  and  to  no 
public  places :  and  of  the  young  world,  except  of  my  own  fiBonily,  I 
determine  to  know  nothing ;  or,  if  I  cannot  help  it,  to  say  nothing- 
One  of  the  reigning  topics  (I  have  improperly  used  almost  a  treason- 
able word)  is  the  Prince  ot  Wales*  With  him  I  am  positiTe  never 
to  occupy  myself.  I  kissed  the  hand  of  his  great  great-grand&fiier ; 
would  not  it  be  preposterous  to  tap  a  volume  of  future  history,  of 
which  I  can  never  see  but  the  first  pages  P  I  am  sensible  that  ihose 
persons  are  happier,  who  do  not  feel  what  is  improper  fin*  their  age ; 
but  having  always  had  a  horror  fi>r  juvenile  ancientry,  I  will  not 
make  an  exception  in  my  own  fSEivour ;  nor  should  have  any  oomfi)rt 
in  it  It  is  an  absurd  saying,  that  none  know  themselves ;  what 
the  deuce  then  do  they  know  f  Do  they  think  they  bound,  when 
they  totter,  or  mistake  wrinkles  fi>r  beauty,  and  want  of  memory  fixr 
thoughtlessness  P 

I  have  had  another  cause  of  silence,  too,  Madam ;  I  have  been  at 
Park-place  to  see  Oeneral  Conway.  I  suspected  he  was  worse  than 
I  was  told,  and  fi)und  he  had  been  much  worse  than  I  suspected. 
He  still  has  fever,  and  still  rheumatism ;  his  hands  are  swelled,  and 
his  hoe  and  legs  emaciated ;  nor  has  he  yet  been  out  of  his  bed- 
chamber. In  short,  he  is  much  broken,  and  I  doubt  will  be  long 
before  he  recovers  bis  strength.  I  came  back  but  to-day  to  attend 
the  Princess,  and  know  absolutely  nothing.  I  believe  there  is 
tiothing  new,  tor  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  was  there.  Oh  I  yes, 
Captain  Wald^;rave  has  taken  some  rich  Dutch  prizes,  tor  which  I 
am  very  glad,  as  I  like  him  much,  and  his  cousins  love  him 
extremely. 

Thank  your  Ladyship  for  the  account  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's 
and  his  wife's  pictiures,  but  I  shall  not  meddle  with  them.  I  have 
neither  room  nor  money  for  more  purchases.  The  Stocks  are  so 
terribly  fisdlen,  that  what  trifles  I  have  saved  from  myself  tor  others, 
would  not  now  pay  the  legacies  I  have  given ;  and  I  must  endeavour, 
if  I  live,  to  hoard  the  deficiency.  This  is  an  uncomfortable  reflec- 
tion, but  who  that  reflects,  has  not  some  such  to  make  P  The  nation, 
Eke  a  great  boy,  does  not  allow  itself  a  moment's  thoughi  It 
engages  every  day  to  support  new  wars,  though  it  cannot  manage 
one  of  them ;  ere  long,  to  use  the  sublime  nonsense  of  a  Secretary 
of  State,  it  will  be  stunned  into  its  senses ;  but  what  good  will  its 
senses  do  then  P  This  was  a  letter  of  obedience,  but,  I  fear,  ill- 
conducted  to  enliven  your  solitude. 
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lOOi.    TO  THB  HIV.  WILLIAM  MAflOV. 

BeMqf  Sqmrt,  FA.  %,  1781. 

With  Mr.  Palgraye's  learo  I  wOl  answer  the  eBBential  purta  of 
your  letter  before  I  attend  to  his  entertainment,  fiir  wbkk  I  am 
fwxtlj  qualified  atpreeeni 

I  have  not  Dr.  Johnooin's  '  liyes :'  I  made  a  eonaoienee  of  not 
baying  tbem*  Howerer,  having  a  mind  to  be  poaaesBed  of  theae  kat 
Tolomea  (I  never  even  dipped  into  their  predeoeaacwB),  I  inqoiied  if 
I  oonld  buy  the  ' lives'  separately  fixmi  the  editicm  of  the  Poema; 
no,  the  whole  are  sixty  volumes.  My  purse  made  a  oonaoieiioe  of 
laying  out  so  much  money  for  oritioiffins  I  despise,  and  for  bodies  of 
poetry  thai  I  never  shall  read  again,  and  printed  in  so  small  a  type 
that  I  oould  not  read  them  if  I  would.  I  will  try  if  I  can  b<»iow 
Gha/a  *  life'  for  yon,  and  will  aend  it  with  Mr.  Omwa/a  pamphlet^ 
and  will  eonault  Mr.  Stonhewer.  I  think  you  will  not  deem  the 
dnU  comment  on  Gray  worth  your  notice ;  if  yon  do,  pray  do  not 
forget  Soame  Jenyns's  '  Ode'  that  is  levelled  at  yoa  both. 

Yon  oblige  me  infinitely  by  your  ooneem  for  Mr.  Oonway.  I  left 
him  better,  or  should  not  have  left  him,  and  had  a  still  better  acoovnt 
last  night;  yet  this  last  shook  on  the  neck  of  another  haa 
broken  him  exceedingly,  and  I  doubt  he  will  be  long  before  ha 
masters  ii  He  is  indeed  for  too  virtuous  for  the  times,  yet  thqr  are 
such  timea  that  show  such  men  I  You  will  marvel  to  hear  that  on 
Thursday  there  was  so  large  a  minority  as  149  on  Qharles  Fox's 
motion  for  censuring  the  preferment  of  Palliser,  but  there  were  214 
that  applauded  it,  partioularly  Governor  Johnstcm,  for  with  or  with- 
out a  if  that  is  a  detestable  name,  and  a  corrupt  one ;  I  would  as 
soon  be  a  Macgregor. 

The  Stocks  believe  that  thore  is  anoth^  rough  rescript  come  firoa 
Russia,  but  though  money  ia  the  only  deity  in  vogue,  the  greateat 
bigots  do  not  mind  their  own  orade. 

I  have  told  you  all  I  know, — so  little,  that  I  fear  Mr.  Palgrave 
would  not  stay  five  minutes  if  you  have  no  better  a  correspondent 
What  can  I  do  P  Oh  I  I  wiU  tell  him  a  story.  It  is  true,  mine  are 
not  so  long  as  Schehezarade's,  but  if  he  is  as  easily  amused  as  Shah 
Baham,  of  ever-hearing  memory,  I  will  answer  as  for  as  half  adosen 
go,  to  tell  him  as  improbable  tales  as  any  in  the  'Arabian  Ni^ta^' 
or  in  the  newspapers ;  yet  the  one  I  select  is  not  of  that  kind,  nor. 
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udIucIdIj,  new  to  you ;  but  when  great  personages  of  old  ordered 
their  fods  to  divert  their  guestsy  I  fear  they  were  forced  to  hear  the 
repetition  of  stale  jokes — ay,  and  I  will  warrant,  laughed  heartily  at 
them  again  and  again,  as  their  suooessors  might  do  now.  Baqpe's 
book  goes  on  but  slowly,  I  know  not  why;  you  shall  have  it  the 
instant  it  is  finished*  It  is  not  pubUshed  by  subscription.  I  am 
at  file  expense,  and  am  to  pay  myself  by  the  sale,  if  I  can,  which  I 
doubt  will  not  happen,  for  my  own  last  volume  of  'Painters'  does 
not  go  o£ 

Mr.  Gilpin  tells  me,  on  my  moving  him  to  publish  the  charming 
book  you  diowed  me,  that  he  would  try  aquatinta,  if  he  could  leam 
the  secret;  I  shall  consult  Sandby — ^nay,  I  believe  it  is  no  longer  a 
lecret. 

Mr.  Walton's  third  volume  is  advertised  for  tibe  end  of  fliis 
montfa,  and  Kate  Macgraham  [Mrs.  Macanlay]  has  pubhshed  two 
mate ;  yet  does  not  advance  beyond  ihe  death  of  Algernon  Sidney* 
I  believe  Engpland  will  be  finished  before  her  *  History.' 

On  Monday  is  to  commence  Lord  George  Gordon's  trial,  which,  I 
suppose,  will  obliterate  Holland  and  Russia  and  everything  else,  even 
Yestris.  If  I  l^ear  any  ciroumstances  worth  telling  you  and  zu>t  in 
the  newspapers,  you  shall  know  them  direetly,  but  it  is  diffioolt  to 
anticipate  tibe  daily  chronicles.    Adieu  I 

P.S.  Have  you  heard  that  your  Archbishop  [Mazkham]  went  to 
the  India  House  to  vote  fi>r  BenfieldP  Don't  teQ  me  that  there  is 
no  Metempsychosis.  I  am  sure  Dr.  Markham  was  in  Peru  when 
file  inhabitants  were  broiled  to  make  them  discover  their  gold,  and 
held  a  crucifix  in  his  hand.  His  Ghrace  was  going  to  take  ihe  oath 
witiii  his  beaver  on ;  the  derk  humbly  remonstrated,  and  he  took  it 
ofl^  which  was  surprising,  lor  perhaps  cardinals  swear  covered ;  and 
when  he  supported  Lord  Pigof  s  deposer,  methinks  his  hat  lo(d[ed 
very  red. 

Lord  Harcourt  has  just  been  here^  and  tells  me  he  believes  he  can 
procure  the  method  of  the  aquatinta  Sx  Mr.  Gilpin. 
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S008.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILUAM  MAfiOK 

Monday  nam,  Feb.  5, 1781. 

Perhaps  you  think,  by  my  letters  riding  on  the  back  of  one 
another,  that  I  am  going  to  tell  yon  of  my  Lord  George  Gordon. 
Noy  poor  soul  I  he  is  at  this  minute  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  I 
know  nothing  about  him.  Somehow  or  other  I  dare  to  say  the 
Constitution  will  be  brought  in  guilty,  for  Lord  Mansfield  is  the 
judge.  But  I  have  other  guess  things  to  say  to  you :  I  have  got 
your  'Fresnoy  ;'*  it  is  a  new  proof  of  what  I  haye  long  thoogfai^ 
that  there  is  nothing  you  cannot  do  if  you  please.  This  is  the  best 
translation  I  ever  saw;  there  have  been  disputes  between  literal 
and  paraphrastio  translations,  and  no  wonder,  for  a  third  sort  the 
true  was  not  known ;  yours  preserves  the  sense  and  substance  of 
every  sentence  but  you  make  a  new  arrangement^  and  state  and 
express  ihe  author's  thought  better  than  he  could.  Horace  would 
have  excused  you  if  you  had  been  simply  fiMniliar  in  a  didaotie 
poem,  but  you  would  not  be  so  excused,  nor  allow  yourself  n^gligeooe 
in  your  poetiy.  You  have  exchanged  the  poverty  of  Fresnoy's  Latin 
for  Pope's  rich  English,  and  every  epithet  contributes  its  quota  to 
every  precept  and  developes  it  This  is  in  the  style  of  none  of  your 
other  works,  and  though  more  difiBcult,  as  masterly  as  fuiy :  in  short, 
[  have  examined  it  with  admiration,  and  only  wcmder  how,  with 
such  powers  and  knowledge  of  the  subject,  you  could  confine  yoursdf 
to  the  moHer  of  the  originaL  The  shackles  of  translation  have 
neither  cramped  your  style,  nor  rendered  it  obscure;  you  have 
enriched  your  autiiior  wiUiout  deviating,  and  improved  his  matter 
without  adding  to  it,  which  is  an  achievement  indeed.  I  do  not 
flatter  you ;  nay,  you  know  I  am  frank  enough  upon  most  occasions, 
and  were  I  porter  of  the  Temple  of  Fame,  I  wouid  not  open  the 
door  to  one  of  your  babes,  if  it  was  not  like  yoxL 

I  think  I  shall  80(m  compass  a  transcript  at  least  of  Gra/s  '  Life 
by  Demogorgon'  [Dr.  Johnson]  for  you.  I  saw  him  last  night  at 
Lady  Lucan's,  who  had  assembled  a  Mm  iiockmg  meeting  in 
imitation  of  Mrs.  Yeeefs  Babeb.  It  was  so  blue,  it  was  quite 
Kasarine-blue.    Mrs.  Montagu  kept  aloof  from  Johnson,  like  the 

*  "  I  bftTe  hfltid  no  opinloiii  oa  Fimboj  jeA^  but  fltToanMe  ones.  I  oooM  widi, 
myielf,  some  fsw  ttms  in  the  'BpiiUe  to  Sir  Jodma'  a  litUo  mended.  Onn*i  yon 
getridof  tbatwofd'oowr"    ITS'.  Letter  <y  ITm.  IFAiMUwl,  1788.— Mmonn. 
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West  from  the  East  There  were  Soame  Jenyns,  Penian  Jonea, 
Mr.  bherlookey  the  new  court  with  Mr.  Conrtenay,'  besides  the  out- 
pensioners  of  Pamaasus.  Mr.  Wrazall'  was  not,  I  wonder  why, 
and  80  will  he^  for  he  is  popping  into  every  spot  where  he  can  make 
himself  talked  o^  by  talking  of  himself;  but  I  hear  he  will  come  to 
an  untimely  besinmnff  in  ihe  House  of  Commons. 

I  shall  retom  your  '  Fresnoy '  as  soon  as  I  have  gone  throngh  il 
once  more,  that  Sir  Joshua  may  go  to  work.  I  haye  proposed  a 
subject  to  him  that  he  seems  to  like ;  UUh  ekUdren  brought  to  Christ. 
He  will  not  make  tiiiem  all  brothers,  like  Albano's  Cupids. 

Pray  look  into  the  last  *  Critical  Renew '  but  one;  there  you  will 
find  that  Dayid  Hume  in  a  saucy  Uockheadly  note  calls  Locke,  Alger- 
non Sidney,  and  Bishop  Hoadly,  despicable  wriien,  I  beUeye  that  era 
long  the  Scotch  will  call  the  English  Unuy  !  and  that  Qoody  Hunter 
will  broach  the  assertion  in  an  Anatomic  lecture.  Not  content  with 
debasing  and  d]4graeing  us  as  a  nation  by  losing  America,  destroying 
our  Empire,  and  making  us  ihe  scorn  and  prey  of  Europe,  the 
Scotch  would  annihilate  our  patriots,  martyrs,  heroes,  and  geniuses. 
Algernon  Sidney,  Lord  Russell,  King  WilUam,  the  Buke  of 
Marlborough,  Locke,  are  to  be  traduced  and  leyelled,  and  with 
ihe  aid  of  their  fellow-labourer  Johnson,  who  spits  at  them  while 
he  tugs  at  the  same  oar,  Milton,  Addison,  Prior,  and  Gray  are  to 
make  way  for  the  dull  forgeries  of  Ossian,  and  such  wights  as  Dayy, 
and  Johnny  Home,  Lord  Karnes,  Lord  Monboddo,  and  Adam 
Smith ! — Oh  I  if  you  haye  a  drop  of  English  ink*  in  your  yeins, 
rouse  and  reyenge  your  country  I  Do  not  let  us  be  run  down  and 
brasened  out  of  all  our  yirtue,  genius,  sense,  and  taste,  by  Laplanders 
and  BcBotians,  who  neyer  produced  one  original  writor  in  yerse  or 
prose. 

My  BCTTants  teU  me,  for  I  haye  yet  seen  nobody  else  to-day,  that 
Lord  George  was  acquitted  at  fiye  this  morning— e  wise  manceuyre 
truly  has  been  made ;  they  pumsh  him  seyerely  for  eight  months, 
and  cannot  conyict  him  I  now  he  will  be  a  confossor.  I  must  finish, 
for  I  haye  just  heard  that  Lady  Orford  is  dead,  and  must  write  to 
my  family  and  order  mouniinic,  Ac.  I  doubt  this  letter  is  no 
retaining  foe  to  Mr.  Palgrat e. 

^  John  Coortenay,  author  of  the  '  Pottieal  Reriew  of  Dr.  Johmon't  Chaiifeter ;' 
born  in  Iieknd,  1788 ;  diod,  1816.— OvanvoHAii. 

'  AftcrwnrdA  Sir  Nathaniol  William  Wnoall,  Bart,  and  not  in&ronrahly  known 
hj  hii  '  Memoin  of  hii  Ova  Timt.'— OmniueHAif. 
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lOOi.   TO  SIB  HORAOK  KAKN. 

Beriekif  Bqiutrt,  FA.  6, 178L 

IiAnr  night,  wlien  I  oame  Iiome,  I  found  your  two  letteiB  6t 
jJanoaijr  ISih  and  16ili ;  the  one  to  prepare  me  for,  and  the  seoond 
to  annotmoe,  Lady  Oxford's  death.  It  has  been  reported  here  for 
a  fortnight  that  the  was  dead:  so,  perhaps,  somebody  sent  a  oonrier 
to  her  son,  or  to  Sharpe  her  lawyer ;  <Nr,  more  probably,  her  heir 
might  send  one  to  Hoare.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  all  that ;  but 
I  have  ihia  minnte  written  to  her  son,  and  sent  him  the  indindoal 
copy  of  her  Will  that  I  hare  reoeiyed  from  yon,  and  the  few 
partioolais  yon  haye  told  me. 

My  firsf  refleotion  natorally  is,  that,  had  my  Lord  had  pafienoo 
h^for  a  jfear,  he  would  have  had  no  ocoasion  to  seU  his  pictures ; 
supposing  which,  I  do  not  think  that,  without  his  mother's  death,  he 
would  hare  had  thai  occasion.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  wretches 
round  him  precipitated  the  sale,  as  money  is  more  puiloinable  than 
a  palace  of  pictures. 

By  the  Will  it  seems  her  Ladyship  claims  no  power  over  her 
landed  estates  in  England,  though  I  haye  heard  that  she  pretended 
to  haye  a  rig^t  to  di^)06e  of  part :  but  all  that  is  no<iiing  to  me. 

I  haye  no  public  news  to  add  but  what  I  scarce  know  yei^  the 
trial  of  Lord  (George  Gordon.  It  was  yesterday,  and  they  say  he 
was  aequUted^i  fiye  this  morning ;  but  this  I  haye  learnt  only  fitnn 
my  servants,  for  I  haye  been  writing  to  notify  my  Lady  (hford's 
death  to  my  relations,  that  they  may  mourn,  and  bespeaking 
mourning,  and  doing  such  necessary  things ;  and  haye  seen  nobody 
yet»  and,  in  ieuA,  did  not  care  a  sfaraw  about  my  Lord  Geoige  any 
more  than,  when  any  hying  creature  is  tiying  for  his  U&^  I  foel  i^ 
the  moment^  and  wish  him  to  escape. 


vsm  Qw  yoL.  vil 
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